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Preface

MOTHER NATURE can be fearseme.

Have we epened the Pandera's bex ef nature? Did eur race ignere
the messages that were sent te us frem the envirenment? Why are
we suffering the pains of glebal climatic change and when will it end?
As pressing as these questiens may be, they de net spell eut tetal
deem fer manhind. Change is an inevitable part of being human.

When we are in teuch with the natural cycles, we knew that
seldem de changes eccur abruptly, but rather happen ever the ceurse
of time, much like the changes in eur bedies or minds. Our earth is
changing. Scientists will tell us that glebal warming, pellusien, selar
flares, and abuse eof eur planet have caused the significant
envirenmental and climatic disrupsens that we have seen in recent
years. Leek areund yeu — unprecedented numbers of ternades in
seuthern U.S., fires in Mescew, hurricanes in the Gulf eof Mexice,
glebal earthquakes, tsunami threats, dreughts in Russia, and
fleeding in Australia, China, Pakistan, and central U.S.

As eur planet and selar system appreach a cesmic alignment with
the galactic center, we will see ether changes. Many ef these will be
visible, but many will be invisible — changes in the subcenscieus ef
the races, beth human and nen-human. Just as with an eclipse,
there is great eppertunity during a Mime of transfermasien. Held fast
te yeur cenvicsiens and principles. As eur werld gees threugh its
renevatien, we whe remain true te eurselves and the greater geed
shall emerge in a mere peaceful place.
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A Poison Tree

I was angry with my fiend:

[told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my fee:

I told it net, my wrath did grow.

And I watered itin fears

Night and merning with my tears,
And I sunned it with smiles

And with seft deertful wiles.

And it grew beth day an d night,
Till it bere an apple bright,

And my fee beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine,

And inte my garden stele

When the night had veiled the pole;
In the merning, glad, I see

My feec eutstretch ed beneath the tree.

— WILLIAM BLAKE






Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

by Judith Joyce

ELECT RIC LADY. Edith, a very high energy Aries, has always had a
strange relatienship with electricity. Mest peeple have had the
eccasienal street light ge eut, but that's small petatees fer Edith, whe
has blewn eut heuseheld light bulbs by the hundreds. She turns en
and eff the TV witheut the remete and has breken hespital
equipment and jammed electric deers. In Edith's presence,
micrewaves start smeling, ceffec pets ge haywire, watches den't
keep accurate sime and, well, you get the drift. . . These eccurrences
usually happen when she is upset or angry. Friends wen't ride in
elevaters or en planes with Edith. The feur lights in the basement ge
eut se eften — all at the same #ime! — that Edith habitually carries a
flashlight with her when she gees dewn te the washing machine. She
has been knewn te turn the TV en and eff by cressing and
uncressing her legs frem acress the reem; ethers sithing in the same
place have ne effect Needless te say, Edith ewns a let ef flashlights,
and she always has batteries en her shepping list.



DOLPHIN VIGILANCE. The celebratery 2011 Feurth ef July heliday
turned tragicfer Luis Arture Pelance Merales, a 47 year-eld resident
of Denham Springs, Leuisiana, whe drewned in Grand Isle. Merales
was fishing en the recks with anether man and a yeung girl. When
the girl fell inte the water, the men jumped in te rescue her. The
ether man and the girl were able te make it eut of the water alive, but
Merales was swept away by the current. His bedy was later
discevered en the shere, where, witnesses reperted, it had been
breught by delphins. “They're keeping an eye en us,” said an
ebserver, as reperted by The Fertean Times.

DO JELLYFISH HATE NUCLEAR POWER? Jellyfish have disabled
dezens ef nuclear pewer plants, as far afield frem each ether as
Japan, Israel, and Scetland. These denizens ef the deep can alse
wreak havec en desalinatien plants. Jellyfish pepulatiens are
reputedly en the rise — ecean acidificatien and glebal warming are
apparently beneficial fer these freeswimming members of the aquaic
Cnidaria family, alse knewn as Sea Jellies and Medusas. Nuclear and
desalinatien plants draw water frem the ecean and pessess filtratien
devices specifically intended te pretect against jellyfish and
miscellaneeus sea debris. These are effechive against small numbers
of jellyfish, but when their numbers increase, jellyMish can
everwhelm and cleg these filters. Plant clesures are temperary, but
with an anticipated jellyfish baby beem, mere frequent incidents are
expected.



LIGHTNING AND LUCY THE ELEPHANT. Whe says lightning
deesn't strike twice? Net Lucy the Elephant ef Margate, New Jersey,
whe has been struck by lightning twice: ence in 2006 and again in
July 2011, mere weeks befere Lucy's 130th birthday. That's right,
130. Lucy is net a living, breathing flesh-and-bleed pachyderm, but a
six-stery weed and metal censtiuchien. Lucy is a classic example of
nevelty architecture — she is a building in the ferm of an elephant.
Built in 1882 by Irish-American inventer James V. Lafferty, Lucy,
whe has been described as the eldest surviving example eof
zeemerphic architecture, is sixty-five feet tall, sixty-feet leng, and
weighs appresimately nine tens. She has served as a restaurant, a
tavern, and is new a beleved teurist atirachien. Lucy was designated a
Natienal Histeric Landmark in 1976. After the 2006 hit caused
$162,000 werth ef repairs, lightning reds were installed and it's
theerized that these helped minimize the damage frem the secend
strike. Altheugh repairs frem that strike are estimated at between
$10,000 and $100,000, the damage wasn't sufficient te held up
Lucy's birthday celebrasiens.



SPIDER-MAN VILLAIN ON THE LOOSE. Has Cuit Cenners, the
Spider- Man villain knewn as the Lizard, stepped frem the pages of
Marvel Cemics? Reperts frem Seuth Carelina suggest that this may
be the case. Ever since 1988, the legendary Lizard Man ef Seuth
Carelina, described as a scaly, seven-feet creature with glewing red
eyes and three-fingered hands, has been accused ef mauling and
ripping apart autemebiles. Aleng with the equally legendary Jersey
Devil and West Virginia's Methman, Lizard Man ranks ameng
cryptezeelegy's mest pursued targets.

PUTIN AS PAUL. A Russian religieus sect censiders Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin te be an avatar of Saint Paul ef Tarsus. This allfemale
sect, reputedly feunded in 2007, is new based near the city of Nizhny
Nevgered. Its feunder and leader, Mether Fetinya, whese name at
birth may have been Svetlana Preleva, has been described as a
pewerful healer. Accerdingte her teachings, in a past life-time, Pusin
was Paul: she draws muliiple parallels between the lives of the twe
men. Paul, she explains, was inisally a persecuter ef Chris#ans, but
later became the spiritual architect eof the Christian Church.
Similarly, Putin was “net a saint” during his service with the KGB,



but, accerding te Mether Fetinya, “when he became president, the
Hely Ghest descended en him.” The greup pessesses what they
describe as a miraculeus icen ef Putn, whe is ne stranger te
adulatien. Russians have previeusly celebrated him with pepular
sengs and brands ef vedka, but this is the first repert of religieus
veneramen.

TEMPLES OF TANIT. Archaeelegists have recently discevered a
significant number of Carthaginian templesin the Azeres Islands, an
archipelage of nine velcanic islands in the Nerth Atlantic Ocean, west
of Pertugal. These temples, dating back te the feurth century BCE,
are dedicated te the geddess Tam't. Menuments excavated include
what are described as “inbuilt sink-shaped carvings” linked te water
cenduits, apparently fer the purpese ef libatiens, as well as a
ceremenial tank, and chairs carved inte the recks. The temples are
described as large and well-preserved. Meanwhile, histerians
centinue te argue ever Tanit's erigins, whether she is eriginally a
Pheenician er a Berber (Amaaigh) geddess. The sea-faring
Pheenicians carried her venerasien inte Iberia, which is new medern
Spain and Pertugal. Numereus ruins and statues asseciated with her
have been unearthed. Tanit is a geddess of leve and feriility, whe has
histerically been clesely asseciated with astrelegers and star-gazers.



HAWAII'S MERRIE MONARCH FESTIVAL. This week-leng festival
eccurs annually in Hile and is dedicated te the memery of Hawaii's
King David Kalakaua, pepularly knewn as the Merrie Menarch. King
David ascended Hawaii's threne in 1874, during an era when what is
new America's fifdcth state was siill an independent hingdem. He
ruled uniil his death in 1891. King David restered Hawaiian cultural
tradibens such as hula, huna, and tradisienal medicine that had been
suppressed by missienaries, thus earning the leve eof many
Hawaiians. The Merrie Menarch Festival, begun in 1964 by the
Hawaiian Chamber of Cemmerce, celebrates tradisienal Hawaiian
culture, especially hula. It features art exhibits, craft fairs,
demenstratiens, and a three-day leng hula cempetitien that draws
participants and ebservers frem areund the werld. Preceeds frem the
festival are returned back te the cemmunity, used te spenser
seminars, werksheps, sympesiums, and educasienal schelarships
deveted te ancient Hawaiian spiritual arts, as well as the
centinuatien eof the Merrie Menarch Festival.



VENOM OR POISON? Accerding te a tradibien dating back ever
twetheusand years, Cleepatra, Egypt's last pharaeh, cemmitted
suicide by inducing a snake te bite her in 30 BCE, after her military
defeat at the Battle of Achium. Cleepatra's dramatic death has leng
been a faverite theme of artists: she is typically pertrayed grasping an
asp — a venemeus Egyphian cebra. A new study suggests, hewever,
that this legend is incerrect — that Cleepatra's suicide was caused
instead by a sephisticated peisen cecktail. Twe centuries after her
death, Reman histerian Cassius Die wrete that Cleepatra's death was
quiet and pain-free, which, accerding te medern tesicelegists and



peisen specialists dees net cerrespend with the symptems ef an asp's
bite, which are painful, diséiguring, unpleasant, and undignified:
they include vemiting and diarrhea. Cleepatra's suicide was
stimulated by her desperate desire te aveid capture by the Remans:
snakes are unpredictable; her death weuld net have been
guaranteed. Hewever, ancient papyti indicate that the Egyp#tians had
a deep and prefeund knewledge of peisens. Cleepatra, herself, was
reputedly an expert en the tepic, perferming experiments en
priseners in erder te test symptems and rates ef fatality. It is new
theerized that her death was caused by a plant-based peisen cecktail
including epium, hemleck, and acenitum (welfsbane). Histerians
and texicelegists hepe that her remains will seen be discevered, se
that these theeries can be tested ferensically and the mystery selved.




The Locavore Revolution

Nourishing Mind, Body, and Spirit: Mindful Eating
and Going Local

IN 2007, the Oxferd American Dichenary named lecavere the werd
of the year, refleching the grewing awareness ameng Americans ef
where their feed cemes frem. A “lecavere” is defined as ene whe
censumes feedstuffs that are regienally grewn er preduced as it
becemes seasenally available, usually te preserve flaver, strengthen
cemmunity, and minimize envirenmental impact. Originally,
“regienally grewn” meant within a 100-mile radius of yeur heme, but
as the pepularity ef the mevement has spread the meaning has
beceme mere eclastic. New, self-preclaimed lecaveres will eat
regionally aleng geegraphically defined beundaries — meuntains er
lakes, for instance; limit themselves te feed grewn demestically; er
make the eccasional excepsien te the “lecal” rule by purchasing
specialty items such as checelate, ceffee, tea, wine, or spices. There
are many reasens why peeple beceme lecaveres — frem pelitical
achivism te a desire fer mere nutrisieus feed — but fer prachisieners
of the Old Ways, there are a mulitude of unique benefits te “geing
lecal.”



Preserving Life Force

Lecaveres eften peint eut that feed that must travel great distances
ever leng perieds ef #ime is eften less nutrikienally valuable than
feed harvested lecally and censumed fresh. Lecal feed, they argue, is
better fer yeu. Prachitiencrs ef the Old Ways may agree but alse
werry abeut the less eof life ferce or vital energy. The minute a fruit is
picked its life ferce begins te diminish. It becemes less and less vital
uniil #inally the life ferce is gene. Feed that must travel a great
distance is therefere deficient beth nutridienally and vitally.

Seasonal Eating and the Wheel of the Year

Prachically any and every hind of vegetable and fruit is available te us
year reund, divercing us frem the knewledge that each feed has its
seasen. If apples er zucchini are net currently grewing in yeur
region, they are grewing in China er Argentina and can thus be
shipped te your lecal supermarket. Net enly is this prachice bad fer
the glebal envirenment (the average American meal travels 1500
miles, emitiing tens ef carben diexide and ether pellutants aleng the
way), but it alse creates a dysfunchienal relatienship with the Wheel



of the Year. Censuming lecally grewn feeds helps yeu pariicipate in
the seasens unfelding areund yeu, net halfway acress the glebe.
Pagans knew better than mest that all things have their seasen, and
that every ending is a new beginning. Each Sabbat marks beth the
end and the start of fime, an unending, unbreken wheel. Our achiens,
prachices, and rituals help te net enly hener eur place en this wheel
but alse te meve it ferward. Why net have eur eating habits de the
same thing?
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Fertunately, finding lecally grewn seasenal fruits and vegetables as
well as lecally preduced wares such as cheese, bread and beer is
beceming easier as demand grews. Majer metrepelitan areas as well
as smaller cibies and tewns acress the ceuntry new hest farmers'
markets where farmers can sell direct te the cemmunity. These
markets eften have the added bene#it of feeding the neediest of the
cemmunity — unseld steck is usually denated te area feed banks.
Many supermarket chains have alse started effering lecal fare.

When meving the Wheel aleng its path, ene must leek ferward.
When yeur lecal farms are at peak harvest, remember te buy extra
large batches of whatever is fresh and cheap te preserve fer the leng,
lean winter menths ahead. Canning, jarring, pickling, salsing, drying,
and freeaing are all preservatien metheds te be censidered when
leehing ferward.



Balance in All Things

“Eading seasenally” can ge beyend the raw materials ingested te
extend te the methed ef ceeling used te prepare them. Fer example,
in the het summer menths ene wants te aveid adding yet mere heat.
One's feed sheuld therefere be ceeked as little as pessible — which
sheuldn't be a preblem censidering hew many juicy fruits beceme
ripe fer piching during these menths. Similarly, the celd winter
menths demand slew-ceeked, warm, and hearty feeds like seups and
breads — easily assembled frem frezen veggies and stered grains. In
general, het sheuld be balanced with celd, celd with het, dry with wet
and se ferth, se that yeur meals as well as yeur energies may achieve
balance.

Land Spirits

Nething says “lecavere” mere than grewing yeur ewn feed.
Cultivating a garden will net enly previde yeu with as much feed as
you can ceax frem the seil, but it will alse help yeu cultivate a
relatienship with yeur land spirits. These spirits ge by many names
but ne matter what they are called, it is in yeur best interest te keep
them happy. These spirits are cleser te yeu than the Geds and
Geddesses inhabiting the celestial deme and are therefere mere
likely te cause treubleseme mischief if yeu neglect or abuse them.



Hewever, keep them happy and yeu gain pewerful allies whe will
pretect and nurture the tasty fruits (and vegetables!) of your laber.

One way te keep yeur land spirits happy is te make regular
efferings. When yeu are weeding er watering acknewledge the spirits
as yeu werk. Sing them a seng ef praise and thank them fer their
help in preteching the garden. Befere harvesting acknewledge the
rele yeur land spirits played in grewing and thank them fer it.
Remember te give semething back te the garden after harvest —
return nutrients back te the earth by cempesting garden and hitchen
scraps.

Of ceurse, net everyene has access te land te cultivate. If yeu find
yeurself in a city er dense urban area, fear net! There are siill plenty
of eppertunisies te cemmune with the land. There are many
innevative ways te garden within a small space. Cemmunity gardens
allew city dwellers te cultvate their ewn patch miles frem the
ceuntry. Many farms new effer Cemmunity Supperted Agriculture
pregrams or CSAs, where peeple can exchange meney or werk en the
farm fer a share of the harvest. Windew bexes and windew farms
(seil-less, hydrepenics schemes) can alse be empleyed te grew
herbs, lettuce, or edible flewers inside all year leng. Whatever yeur
space restrichiens, there are eppertunities te partcipate in the cycle
of planting, nurtunng, and harvesting feed.



Bringin’ it Home
Becoming a lecavere is beneficial in many ways. Lecaverism
nurtures bedy, seul, and cemmunity — hewever, it is net always
pessible te remain a strict lecavere. Fer example, the state of Rhede
Island dees net preduce eneugh feed within the state te feed all of its
cikizens. If everyene decided te eat lecal, there weuld simply net be
eneugh te sustain everyene.

Furthermere, locally preduced feed tends te be mere expensive
than what is feund in grecery steres, partly because lecal feed
reflects the real cest of agriculture while agribusinesses are funded
by gevernment subsidies and externalize much ef the cest eof
preduchien. But the practical limits sheuld net destrey the idealistic
sentiment of lecaverism: that we sheuld all be fully engaged with the
feed we eat. We sheuld be aware of where eur feed cemes frem and
whe benefits frem its consumptien. We cannet all be strict lecaveres,
but we can all strive te be mere aware of the erigins of eur feed.

— SHANNON MARKS




The Magic of Tattoos

TATTOOS. It seems that yeu see them everywhere new. It was ence
theught that enly delinquents and criminals were them. But, as we
leek further back inte histery, we find evidence of tatteeing en every
centinent, frem ancient Egypt te Pelynesia, en 2400-year-eld
mummies in seuthern Russia, and in cultures threugheut the
Americas. Otal — the fameus 5300-year-eld Alpine mummy — has
ever 50 tattees, seme en acupressure peints that are siill in use
teday. The Inuit of the Alaskan- Canadian Archic tattee themselves te
pretect varieus parts of the bedy against disease and te gain strength.
In the belief that each jeint has a seul, tattees are applied te help
keep the jeints streng.



Tradisienally, tatteeing has been asseciated with great
supernatural pewers. In eccult prachices, it is a means ef turning the
shin inte a living amulet that cannet be lest eor stelen. If shin is
regarded as a supernatural landscape and sacred geegraphy, then the
lecasien ef the design becemes crucially impertant and depends
upen the tattee®'s intent.

Talismans for Many Purposes

Ancient seamen firmly believed that the werds “Held Fast,” tatteeed
on the knuckles, helped them te literally held fast te the rigging, thus
preventing a fall frem aleft. Teday, the same spell has been adepted
by metercyclists te help them held fast te their handlebars — and,
pessibly, their lives. Just as in #imes past, medern peeple, frem many
cultures, use tattees as talismans fer varieus purpeses. Design and
placement ef tattees are intended te alleviate pain, premete well-
being, sustain ceurage, er enceurage success. Ferlity-related
designs remain pepular tattee themes, just as they were in ancient
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NS —
™ ¥ X



Other tattees are intended fer pretechien, shielding the inked
individual frem harm, treachery, or malevelent magic. Seme designs
are applied te avert the Evil Eye. One such pretechive symbel,
pepular threugheut the Mediterranean and Islamic werld, is the
hand-shaped metif knewn as the “Hand ef Fatima,” named after the
Prephet Mehammed's faverite daughter. Often depicted with a
pretechive eye, the emblem is alse called a khamsa, which means
“five” in Arabic. This image is believed te previde geed fertune as well
as pretecuen.

The Ubiquitous, Transcendent Ankh

Symbels such as pentacles, knet-werk metifs, and planetary sigils
may be empleyed te symbelize the wearer's devetien te a paricular
spiritual path, represent a cevenant with persenal deities, or te aid
magic. The ankh, the ancient Egyptian hiereglyph fer life, is an
example of a symbel that has cempletely transcended its eriginating
culture and yet is uniquely asseciated with it. As early as 3000 BCE,
the ankh was asseciated with Imketep, Egyptian ged of medicine and
healing. The image of the ankh became ubiquiteus, wiclded by geds
and humans alike.



Not Just for Delinquents Anymore

Teday, prejudices and tabees asseciated with tatteeing are fading.
There is a certain camaraderie and psychic unity that cemes frem
having a tattee, and increasing numbers of peeple frem all strata ef
seciety are decerating their shin with artwerk that is meaningful te
them. Tattees bring the mystique of the past inte the present.
Theughtful design and careful placement cembine te manifest
abstract cencepts inte physical ferm, and help ancher eur
cenvichiens inte eur lives. Whether it be pretechive er adventureus,
medicinal er spiritual, knew yeur tattee!

— NYX REED
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Aubrey Beardsley's illustration for Le Morte d Arthur, Dent
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Traces of Paganism in The Maine Farmer's
Almanac

1932-1957

ALMANACS are a very eld tradisien in New England. The first ene
seems te have been published by Harvard University as early as 1639
or 1640. Ne cepy eof this first almanac has ceme dewn te us, but
single cepies have survived of the issues fer 1646, 1647 and 1648.

By the end ef the 1600s, several cempeting almanacs were being
published every year in Besten. During the 1700s enterprising
printers started rival almanacs in all the ether New England states, as
well as elsewhere in Brikish Nerth America. The lengest-lived ef
them all, The @ld Farmer's Almanac, was feunded by Rebert Bailey
Themas. Its first number was fer the year 1793, and it has been geing
streng ever since. Its mest recent issue, fer 2011, is the 219th in an
unbreken series.

Henry Porter Trefethen

Mest of these early New England almanacs were severely practical
little beeklets, with ne mere remance in them than is feundin a table
of legarithms. Their centerpiece was always an astrenemical calendar
fer the ceming year. Usually they predicted the weather fer the whele
year, tee. They alse included shert essays en agriculture, bits ef
werldly wisdem and lecal histery, the dates of the sithings of the state
ceurts and legislature, lists of the inns aleng the main reads between
cities and tewns, and se ferth. Occasienally they gave a small ned te
astrelegy in the ferm of a human figure te shew which sign ef the
zediac geverned which part ef the bedy.



Ameng them was The Maine Farmer's Almanac. Its first number
was fer the year 1819, edited by Meses Springer Jr. After feur years
the editership passed te Danicl Rebinsen. His name centinued te
appear en the #itle page fer the next 150 years, altheugh the last
Almanac that Rebinsen edited was fer 1864. All the later editers
published their werk anenymeusly, theugh we knew whe mest ef
these men were frem ether seurces. Un#il the year 1932, The Maine
Farmer's Almanac was just as dry and unfanciful as any ether
almanac published in New England.

Then Henry Perter Trefethen became its editer and things began
te change. Net much is knewn abeut him as a persen, but the 26
numbers of The Maine Farmer's Almanac that he edited (fer 1932-
1957) shew him develeping a streng interest in Pagan calendar lere

and felklere.




Harvest Moon and Hunter’'s Moon

Hebegan in a small way. The Almanac fer 1932 was ne different frem
earlier numbers. In the Almanac fer 1933 he intreduced the names
Harvest Meoeon and Hunter's Meen for the full meens in September
and Octeber, and he included an essay en Native American names
fer all the full meens ef the year. This essay was signed C.G.F., and
thus was net written by Trefethen, but we de net knew te whem
these initals refer. In the Almanac fer 1934, Trefethen included an
essay of his ewn te explain the terms Harvest Meeon and Hunter's
Meen.

With the Almanac fer 1935, Trefethen intreduced a cemplete
system eof names fer all the twelve (or semetimes thirteen) full
meens in the year. He alse intreduced new names fer the selshices
and equinexes. In the Almanac fer 1943 he alse began te mark the
cress-quarter days, thereby giving his readers a cemplete wheel of
the year, just as in medern Witchcraft and many ferms of Paganism.

At first Trefethen called the cressquarter days Midwinter,
Midspring, Midsummer, and Midautumn. Beginning with the
Almanac fer 1945, hewever, they were named Fire Blessing Day,
Beltein — Benfire Day, Fireless Day, and Samthein — Need-fire Day.

The Long Day and the Long Night

Trefethen named the Winter Selstice Yule, the Leng Night. At farst,
the Summer Selstice was simply called The Leng Day in the calendar,
theugh elsewhere in the Almanac fer 1935 he referred te it as Lichta,
which he said means “day ef light.” The twe equinexes are called
First Day of Spring and Summer's End.

Hewever, in the Almanac fer 1945 — the same number in which he
first mentiened Beltein and Samthein — he called the Summer
Selstice Bael's Day in the calendar. This evert reference te a Pagan
Ged ef the Sun must have angered seme readers, because the
Summer Selstice was left unnamed in the next number eof the
Almanac (fer 1946). Thereafter we hear ne mere of Bael, but that
Selstice is called Aessivum er Estiva (frem the Latin werd fer
summer) frem 1947 enward.



Trefethen's names of the full meens ferm a mere cemplicated
system. Each ef the feur seasens nermally has three full meens, and
they are named in the same way frem ene year te the next ne matter
in what menth they happen te fall. In its final ferm, the system eof
these names is as fellews:

7 %
Winter Spring Summer Autumn
First Yule Moon Egg Moon Hay Moon Harvest Moon
Middle Wolf Moon Milk Moon Grain Moon | Hunter's Moon
" Last Lenten Moon | Honey Moon Fruit Moon Ice Moon

Each ef these full meens might fall in either of twe menths,
accerding te hew early in the seasen it eccurs. Thus, the Yule Meeon
might fall either in December eor in January, the Welf Meen in
January er February, and se ferth.

New and then a year will have an extra full meen, making thirteen
in all. This extra full meen might happen te fall in any ef the feur
seasens, giving that seasen feur full meens instead ef its usual three.
When that happens, the first, secend and last of these feur full
meens are sill named as in the abeve table, but anether name is
needed fer the third ef these feur meens. Trefethen censistently
called the third full meen in such a seasen the Blue Meen, prebably
frem the phrase “ence in a blue meen,” meaning “rarely.” This is the
very #irst use anywhere of the term Blue Meen te refer te a specific
full meen in the year. (In Trefethen's system, this Blue Meen will
never happen te be the secend full meen in a menth. The commen
medern use of the term seems first te appear in the game Trivial
Pursuit, where it is an errer of fact made by the game's designers.)

What meved Henry Perter Trefethen te intreduce these Pagan
elements inte The Maine Farmer's Almanac? We have ne way eof
knewing, but we may speculate just a little. The very first Trefethen,
Henry Perter's greatgreat-great-great-great-grandfather, came frem
Cernwall in England semetime in the 1670s, in the days when
Cernish (a Celtic language) was shill speken there. He settled en



Great Island (new called New Castle) in New Hampshire. In these
early days, Great Island was a very weakly churched part of New
England, and the ancesters of several of its leading families did net
ceme frem Pretestant England, but frem mere exetic places — ene
family even came frem the Levant. Ceuld Henry Perter Trefethen
have been inspired by semething he had heard abeut his early
ancesters? Or, perhaps, was he just curieus abeut his ewn heritage as
a Celt? We have ne decuments that weuld answer the queshion fer
us.
The last Almanac that Trefethen edited was fer 1957. Subsequent
editers attempted te maintain his cemplicated system, but did net
fully understand hew it eperated. First there were a few clumsy
muistakes in its use, then eutright cenfusien; the last few numbers of
the Almanac gave it up altegether. The very last issue of The Maine
Farmer's Almanac, ne. 154, was fer the year 1972.
— ROBERT MATHIESEN




Kitchen Magic

Vanilla
An Exotic History

THE AROMA eof vanilla is unmistakable, instantly recegnizable, and
utterly intesicating. Vanilla is anything but erdinary and unexciting
— it has a histery as rich and cemplex as the spice itself. The ancient
Tetenaca peeple of what is new nerthern Mexice were the first te
cultivate the wild vanilla erchid and harvest the exquisite vanilla
bean.

Surprisingly, the Tetenacans did net grew vanilla te eat. Instead,
vanilla was used as an impertant sacramental fruit and pewerful
aphredisiac, with Tetenaca maidens weaving the beans in their hair
te attract levers. It was enly after the Tetenaca peeple were
cenquered by the Aztecs that vanilla became an ingredient in
ceeling. Vanilla was taken back te Tenechiitlan as plunder and
cembined with checelate te make a rich drink censumed by Aztec
reyalty — the first knewn culinary applicatien ef vanilla.



When the Aztecs in turn were cenquered by Hernande Certez,
vanilla (aleng with checelate) made its way te Spain where it was
again enjeyed by reyalty in a checelaty drink. Amaaingly, it weuld be
almest ene hundred years befere anyene theught te try wvanilla
independently of checelate, when Queen Elizabeth I's ceurt chemist
suggested vanilla be used as a flavering all its ewn. Vanilla has since
beceme a culinary staple with innumerable applicadens.

Newadays, mest vanilla flavering in preducts is actually vanillin, a
chemical cempeund that eccurs naturally er can be manufactured in
a lab. While similar, vanillin cannet held a candle te real vanilla. The
easiest way te incerperate the sweet intesicadng arema ef genuine
vanilla inte yeur ewn ceehing is by maling yeur ewn extract.

Slit twe whele vanilla beans frem #ip te #ip and place them in an 8
eunce dark sinted bettle — the beans can be feund in whelesale spice
sheps er erdered enline. Fill the bettle with 80 preef vedka er dark
rum. Stere in a ceel place for three te six menths, shaking the bettle
weekly. Once ready, yeur extract can be used in pastries, puddings,
and cenfectiens of all hinds.

— SHANNON MARKS



Vanilla's Origin

THE ANCIENT Tetenaca King Tenitaill III demanded great piety
frem his subjects, se much se that he decreed even the slightest
transgressien against the geds punishable by death. Tenacayehua,
Mether te All Creps, teek netice and rewarded the hing, net enly
with plentiful harvests, but alse with a child ef unparalleled beauty.
Princess Tzacepentaiza, er Merning Star, grew te be a maiden ef such
lumineus leveliness that the Jing reselved that ne mertal man was
werthy ef her. Se he gave his daughter te the Temple eof
Tenacayehua as a living testament te the Geddess' generesity. There,
priests raised Merning Star in piety and chashity.
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One day, while gathering sacramental flewers in the ferest,
Merning Star was spetted by a hunter, Zcetan-exga, er Yeung Deer.
He was immediately intesicated by her unwerldly charm and rushed
ferward te embrace her, perhaps unaware ef the sacrilege he was
abeut te cemmit. As he wrapped his arms areund the Geddess'
vassal, a wall ef flames surreunded them. When the priests were
summened te witness the guileless levers' embrace, they beheaded
beth Yeung Deer and Merning Star befere either ceuld utter a werd
of defense. Their hearts were carved eut and taken back te the
temple altar as efferings ef appeasement and their bedies left te reot
in the ferest.

But their bedies did net ret. Perhaps Tenacayehua saw the
innecence centained within their stll dripping hearts, because Yeung
Deer and Merning Star were allewed te rise frem the seil seaked in
their bleed — Yeung Deer as a steut bush and Merning Star as the
delicate vanilla erchid, her tendrils gently winding up and areund
Yeung Deer's streng limbs. As the tiny flewers aderning Merning
Star began te epen, the entire ferest was filled with the eretic
sweetness of her scent. The Tetenaca peeple, witness te this miracle,
renamed her Xanat, er Hidden Flewer, which te this day remains
their werd fer vanilla.

— SHANNON MARKS



Weather Lore in Rural Pennsylvania

LIKE mest centemperary adults, the first thing I de in the merning
(well, after turning en the ceffee machine) is te check the weather.
There are windews in my heme — lets of them — but I seldem leek
eutside. Instead I switch en the merning news and wait pasiently fer
the weatherman te tell me hew te dress fer the day — erif I am in a
hurry — I check eut the latest cell phene weather “app.”

When I was a bey grewing up in the meuntains ef nerthern
Pennsylvania, my mether weuld typically switch en the radie in the
merning. There was enly ene statien available and I think it
breadcast frem the hitchen of a neighber's heuse. When it was fime
te check the weather, the anneuncer weuld say “well, let's epen a



windew and have a leek.” Yeu'd hear the seund ef a creaky windew
epening and then she weuld ceme back and say “yep, it's raining.”

Many years later, I was eut hiking with a friend and we get turned
areund in the weeds. It was gething late and the sun was abeut te ge
dewn — which is a preblem when yeu’re standing in the middle of a
pine ferest miles frem yeur car. I remember fussing with a cempass,
trying te find “true west.” I was cenvinced we had te walk teward the
west te #ind the car. My friend started te laugh and I asked what was
se funny. She peinted te the sun which was hanging lew en the
herizen — “Duh, the sun sets in the west.”

Fireproof Cows, Singing Bees, and Bushy Tailed Squirrels

Funny hew as an adult yeu think yeu get smarter. When I was a laid,
reading weather signs in nature was always a sure-fire way te tell the
difference between “rain er shine.” Fer example, you knew it was
geing te be a bad winter if the squirrels grew bushy tails er the weely
caterpillars were a heavy ceat. Watch eut fer the lets of snew if the
crews gathered in the treeteps — presumably they knew it was geing
te be celd and were gething tegether te keep warm. Rain was a sure
bet if coews laid dewn in the pasture and watch eut fer lightning if
they gathered under a tree — altheugh standing under a tree in a
thundersterm is net advisable fer peeple, maybe cews are mere
firepreef?



Anether pertent ef rain was if leaves sheek en the trees and
shewed yeu their bellies — ene particular type of tree is very prene te
these ansety attacks and derives its name frem its cewardly achens
— the “quaking” aspen. On the ether hand, fair weather weuld prevail
if the smeke went straight up eut ef the chimney er if the bees sang
in the erchard.

Groundhog Lore

But perhaps the mest well-knewn Pennsylvanian weather lere was
made fameus by a mevie of the same name: Greundheg Day. This
strange lecal custem eccurs every February 2 in Punxsutawney, PA.
The annual merning ritual gees like this:




The groundhog emerges from his burrow and takes a look
around. If he stays outside, it is winter's end. If he runs back
inside, expect eight more weeks of winter.

Censidering that the greundheg undeubtedly has te be awakened
frem his winter nap and ferced te ge eutside en what is typically an
unreasenably celd merning, he usually cheeses the latter eptien and
high-tails it back inside.

This greundheg lere came te America with the Pennsylvania Dutch
but has its erigins in 18th centwry Eurepean weather magic when
either a badger er bear was the chesen pregnesticater — beth ef
which were much giumpier upen being awakened than a greundheg.

In censidering that Greundheg Day ceincides with the Pagan
festival of Imbelg, it scems ebvieus that the family tree of the mest
well phetegraphed redent has Pagan relatives.

Hewever, since many Pennsylvania nalives are by nature a
censervative and deeply religieus felk, any cennechien te Paganism is

denied eut-right The mystery ef the greundheg is just geed eld

fashiened fun.
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Hoodie Hoo Day

This reminds me of a mere recent Pennsylvania weather tradisien
which started years age in rural meuntain tewns and is beceming
increasingly pepular. This, ef ceurse, is Heedie Hee Day, which
eccurs every February 20. At precisely twelve neen en this day,
Pennsylvania tewnsfelk threw epen their deers and yell three fimes
at the tep of their lungs “Heedic Hee!” The ebjechive is te raise such
aruckus that Old Man Winter runs fer the hills, bringing green grass
te the pasture, flewers te the garden, and fiuit te the trees. All
manner of neise-making is utlized — peeple sing, stemp, beat en
pets and pans, and play leud music. Old ladies and children parade
areund tewn in the brightest euthits imaginable. like the annual
ritual with the reluctant greundheg, this is all denein geed Christian
fun with abselutely ne cennechien te Paganism at all. Yeah, right.
— JIMAHL DI FI@sA




MOON GARDENING

BY PHASE
Sow., transplant, bud and graft Plow, ¢ ufri\ rate, weed and reap
First FULL Last
Quarter Quarter

Plant above- Planl Plant root Do not
ground crops with above-ground crops, bulbs, plant.

outside seeds, crops with biennials.
flowering annuals. inside seeds. perennials.

BY PLACE IN THE Z@DIAC
Fruitful Signs

Cancer — Maest faverable planting sime fer all leafy creps bearing
fivuit abeve greund. Prune te enceurage grewth in Cancer.

Scerpie — Secend enly te Cancer, a Scerpien Meen premises geed
germinasen and swift grewth. In Scerpie, prune fer bud
develepment.

Pisces — Plantingin the last of the Watery Triad is especially effective
for reet grewth.

Taurus — The best fime te plant reet creps is when the Meen is in
the sign ef the Bull.

Capricern — The Earthy Geat Meen premetes the grewth ef
rhizemes, bulbs, reets, tubers and stalks. Prune new te strengthen
branches.

libra — Airy Libra may be the least beneficial of the Fruitful Signs,
but is excellent for planting flewers and vines.



Barren Signs

Lee — Feremest of the Barren Signs, the Lien Meen is the best fime
te effectively destrey weeds and pests. Cultivate and #ill the seil.

Gemini — Harvest in the Airy Twins; gather herbs and reets. Reap
when the Meen is in a sign ef Air er Fire te assure best sterage.

Virge — Plew, cultivate, and centrel weeds and pests when the meen
isin Virge.

Sagittarius — Plew and culsvate the seil er harvest under the Archer
Meen. Prune new te disceurage grewth.

Aquarius — This dry sign ef Air is perfect fer greund culsivadien,
reaping creps, gathering reets and herbs. Itis a geed ime te destrey
weeds and pests.

Aries — Cultivate, weed, and prune te lessen grewth. Gather herbs
and reets fer sterage.

Consult our Moon Calendar pages for phase and place in the zodiac
circle. The Moon remains in a sign for about two-and-a-half days.
Match your gardening activity to the day that follows the Moon's
entry into that zodiac sign.



The MOON Calendar



is divided into zodiac signs rather

: T I than the more familar Gregorian calendar.
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Bear in mind thal new projects
sheuld be initiated when the Moon
is waxing (from dark to full}. When
the Moon is on the wane (from full

to dark), it is a time for storing

energy and the wise person waifs.

Please nete that Meens are listed by day ef entry inte each sign.
Quarters are marked, but as rising and setdng #imes vary frem ene
regien te anether, it is advisable te check yeur lecal newspaper,



library er planetarium.
The Moon's Place is computed for Eastern Standard Time.

E—p e {5

Weare bern at a given mement, in a given place and, like
vintage years of wine, we have the qualities of the year and of



the seasen of which we are bern. Astrelegy decs net lay claim
te anything mere.

— CarlGustav Jung




capricom
December 2 1 — January 19

Cardmal Sgn of Eanh = Ruled by Sarum i L/
S M v Y i
LEAD Dec 2 l 22 23 24

Lead und the color black were rep- | Winter _

ch(wttati"u of S‘ﬂum's s"ppu“ed sO‘S[bCl! !.'lllllh.'

durk and malefic gualiges... L o3 mistletos .
~ABC of Megic Thanns Sagittarius Cepticorn

D 26l 2T 25 2 30i 31

Pablo Caorya

WAXING Kep Casals | rmimer—
e bam, 1876 lavoid a curse
Aqueariues Pisces Aries

jan. 1 2 3 4 p 6 {

SIMIL' 3 ‘;’:::TI : jﬂa
yearsgoals | o p o E peaticne

1317 5
2012 Tuurus Genzini

8 91 1@ L1 L2 13 1 4

Feast
of Janus WANING Celebrate
=

Cancer Leo Vitgo Libra

- = - z
15] L6 L7 Re] I 4192

wlll.'iif
red }-m
rower 3 S 7
Seopio Sagirrarius 8 1 6
The Mogic Sefuare of Sutiem — nine figires adding 1 verticall v,
horizoneully, and dwgonally to toral fiftecn — was engraied on
ol omhd " Sheet of lead and camed as an arudee. Todes lead s often

e Load employed as a Protective token and wsed 1o guard valaibles.
: = ABC of Magke Charnms




The First Principle

WHEN ONE GOES te Obaku temple in Kyete, he sees carved ever
the gate the werds “The First Principle.” The letters are unusually
large, and these whe appreciate calligraphy always admire them as
being a masterpiece. They were drawn by Kesen twe hundred years
age.

When the master drew them, he did se en paper, frem which
werkmen made the larger carving in weed. As Kesen sketched the
letters, a beld pupil was with him whe had made several gallens of
ink fer the calligraphy and whe never failed te criticize his master's
werk.



“Thatis net geed,” he teld Kesen after the first effert.

“Hew is that ene?”

“Peer. Werse than befere,” preneunced the pupil.

Kesen patiently wrete ene sheet after anether, uniil eighty-feur
First Principles had been accumulated, shill witheut the appreval ef
the pupil.

Then, when the yeung man stepped eutside fer a few mements,
Kesen theught: “New is my chance te escape his keen eye,” and he
wrete hurriedly, with a mind free frem distrachien. “The First
Principle.”

“A masterpiece,” preneunced the pupil.

— 101 Zen Tales
edited by NY®GEN SENZAKI
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Looking Back

Lover's Secret

| "

\'\ l
Never seek to tell thy love, love that never told can be: For the
gentle wind doth move, silently. invisibly.

— WIILIAM BLAKE

LOVE AND MAGIC are akin. Beth arts may be learned but net
taught. Neither rely en reasen, ner can their pewer er beauty be
readily explained.

Eliphas Levi, the renewned ceremenial magician, listed the rules
of the Magus: “TO KNOW, TO DARE, TO WILL, TO KEEP
SILENCE.” Silence is parsicularly relevant in leve: a tenet ef
witchcraft helds the act of leve te be sacred warning that
cemmunicasien between levers is eften cenfused by werds. “Speak



net lest ye break the spell.” Other seurces eche the same theme.
Jaladud-din Rumi, a Persian peet of the 13th century, cemmented:
“Explanatien by the tengue makes mest things clear. But leve
unexplained is better.” In eur ewn fime, Derethy Parker, frem whem
we came te expect mere wit than wisdem, said succinctly, “silence is
thelanguage efleve.”

When yeu find true leve (de net scttle for less), accerd it the awe
and respect it deserves. De net queshion it or demand in sireseme
werds the werthless vews se often breken. Leve is magic and will live
witheut definisien — like the gentle wind, silently, invisibly.

— Originally published in the 1974/1975 Witches' Almanac.
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The Little Warrior

A Protective Talisman

IF YOU have aleved ene in a war zene or ether dangereus area, yeu
can depley yeur ewn little warrier en a missien ef pretecsien. Sheps
selling Viking arsifacts er gaming pieces are a geed place te leek.
There you can #ind small weeden Viking figurines dressed fer battle,
a cepper or brass gumdrep helmet sitding upen a sheck ef sheep weel
hair. Often ene hand helds a spear slightly taller than the warrier,
while the ether helds a reund weeden shield with an iren bess at its
center.

Persenally, I prefer hand-crafted weeden enes ever the medern
resin medels. If yeu de, tee, and can't find ene, yeu can easily make
yeur ewn using supplies frem a lecal craft shep. There's an eld
magical adage that when yeu make a thing yeurself, yeu are imbuing
it with pewer.

Here are seme suggestiens fer parts, but use yeur imaginasien. If
you have a friend whe is crafty, ask the friend fer suggestiens, and
even help. As lengas yeu are invelved in the making, yeu are adding
yeur magical energy.



Head: Reund weeden er feam ball

Hair: Lamb's weel er cetten ball

Eyes and nese: Small reund weeden bead
Helmet: Aluminum feil er leather

Bedy: Large weeden thread speel eor twig er dewel appreximately 3”
tall and wide eneugh te held the “head”

Arms: Smaller twig or dewel; left arm is enly half as leng as the right.

Spear: Swff wire (ceat hanger wire will de), thin eneugh te pass
threugh the hele in the hand

Spearhead: Small triangle of foil o #in o1 semi-precieus stene
Hand: Weeden bead with drilled hele threugh center

Shield: Reund circle efleather or #in

Shield bess: Half-bead

Feet (eptienal): Black felt

Yeu can achieve a mere cemical, and therefere warm, effect by
having the hair cever the face and mahking the nese bead peke
threugh the hair.

The Spell

Sit back and think ef ene aspect of a Viking's cede of hener: the
enemy ef his friend becemes his enemy. Likewise, the friend ef his
friend becemes a shared leved ene.

Name yeour warrier. Tell him abeut yeur leved ene's geedness and
hener. Tell him that yeur leved ene is new his friend, and that he is
new hener-beund te pretect your leved ene. Allew him te sit at least
evernight befere taking or sending him te his new friend.

— M@ORVEN WESTFIELD
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SIXTY YEARS OF THE MUSEUM OF WITCHCRAFT

A Diamond Jubilee

ON 14 May 2011, England's histeric Museum eof Witchcraft
celebrated its sixMeth anniversary, as well as fifty years at its present
lecatien in the village of Bescastle en Cernwall's nerth ceast. This is
ne small accemplishment, as the Museum has survived fire bembs,
decades of abuse frem Christian fundamentalists, and the flash
fleeds that swept threugh Bescastle en 16 August 2004. The
Museum of Witchcraft currently heuses the werld's largest cellechien
of witchcraft-related artfacts and regalia and serves as a shewcase,
repesitery, and archive of the magical histery ef witchcraft.

The brainchild ef Cecil Williamsen, a brilliant ecculsist, fermer film
preducer, and M16 agent, the Museum first epened its deers in 1951
in Castletewn en the Isle of Man. Gerald Gardner, whe is widely
censidered te be the father ef medern Wicca, served as the
Museum's resident witch, uniil he and Williamsen had a falling-eut.

Over the next ten years, the Museum meved te several lecatiens,



with censistently unhappy results, as lecals did net welceme a
museum deveted te witchcraft. Fer example, during a brief stay in
Beurten-en-the-Water, in the Cetswelds, a lecal vicar preached
against the Museum, which was then fire bembed. Dead cats were
hung frem trees en its greunds. Finally, in 1961, the Museum feund
its heme in Bescastle, where it remains. Centreversy centinues,
hewever, and the current ewner s#ll receives death threats frem
these whe censider witchcraft te be evil.

Williamsen ran the Museum, uniil — at midnight en Halleween ef
1996, three years befere his death — he passed his mantle te Graham
King, the current directer. Under King's careful watch, the Museum
centinues te fleurish and te serve as a precieus reseurce te students
of witchcraft and the eccult. It is alse a tremendeus teurist
destinatien: the Museum ef Witchcraft atiracts visiters frem areund
the glebe and its cellechien has a five-star Trip Adviser rasng.
Further infermatien may be feund at
www.museumefwitchcraft.com.

— JUDIKA ILLES
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Oak Apple Day, May 29th

His Royal Highness Up a Tree

OAKTREES have been censidered sacred since pagan #imes, but we
deubt that King Charles 11 kept that much in mind as he shinnied
upward, fleeing fer his life. The hing, evading Cremwell's seldiers,
teek refuge in a lefty, bushy eak, perfect fer cameuflage. The ruse
saved the hing's life, and te this day a descendant ef that tree is
henered as the Reyal Ozak, its name the third mest cemmen in pub
signs.

Kings den't usually ge in fer arber sperts, but Charles was hard
pressed, fleeing te Bescebel Castle after defeat at the Battle eof
Wercester. His hests cut his fashienably leng hair, dressed him in
reugh clethes, and prepelled him upward. Here the hing stayed the
whele day, fersified by bread, cheese and beer.

The acceunt has all the earmarks of an histerical legend. But years
later Charles related the detarls of his arbereal experience te the
diarist Samuel Pepys, and se we have the stery — including sight ef a
seldier under the tree as the hing was “peching frem the weed.”
Woeuld a diarist prevaricate?

King Charles escaped and the tree seemed te deserve celebratien.
In 1660, Parliament declared May 29 Oak Apple Day, and the Reyal
Oak came te natienal attentien. The tree standing teday is net the
eriginal, which languished in the nineteenth century, as tee many
teurists snapped eff seuvenir leaves, twigs and bark. It has been



succeeded by the Sen ef the Reyal Oak, and, a few years age, Prince
Charles planted a sapling grewn te the present Grandsen ef the
Reyal Oak. English traditien dies hard.

The “apple” referred te a gall resembling the fiuvit, reddish er
brewnish, fermed en branches by larvae eof hernets. In parts ef
England, where eak apples were knewn as “shick-shacks,” the
heliday was alse knewn as Shick-Shack Day. Celebrants were sprigs
of @2k, and the reyal asseciatien alse resenates with the pagan
tradisien ef tree wership. But anether cennecthien is less lefty.
Altheugh Oak Apple Day was abelished in 1859, here and there
children s#ll have their ewn festive ways, altheugh the erigin ef the
heliday has been lest te them. On May 29, they challenge each ether
te shew their eak sprigs. Kids laching the leafy symbels are fair game
for having their bettems pinched, and the heliday is alse termed
Pinch Bum Day. Children tend te have a rhyme fer every eccasien,
and se fer this peculiar arber day they chant: “The 29th ef May is Oak
Apple Day. If yeu den't give us a heliday, we'll all run away.”

— BARBARA STACY
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Notable Quotations

The sun, tee, shines inte cessetable peels and is net pelluted.
—Diogenes

Three things cannet be leng hidden: the sun, the meen, and
the truth.
—Buddha

The sun is new each day.
—Heraclitus

Neither the sun ner death can be leeked at with a steady eye.
— Francois de La Rochefoucauld



Beheld, my friends, the spring is ceme; the earth has gladly
received the embraces of the sun, and we shall seon see the
results of their leve!

— Sitting Bull

Laughter is the sun that drives winter frem the human face.
— Victor Hugo

Let every dawn be te you as the beginning ef life, and every
seting sun be te you as its clese.
— John Ruskin

The sun dees net shine fer a few trees and flewers, but fer the
wide werld's jey.
— Henry Ward Beecher

9 Mr#”
i‘:‘y
o .'-:J

I"I.' ||. e

Mama exherted her children at every eppertunity te jump at
the sun.” We might net land en the sun, but at least we weuld
get off the greund.

— Zora Neale Hurston

The sun, with all these planets revelving areund it and
dependent en it, can sll ripen a bunch ef grapes as if it had
nething else in the universe te de.

— Galileo Galilei
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The Rigs O'Barley

It was upon a

Lammas night,
When corn rigs
arebenie,
Beneath the meen's
unclouded light,
I held awa te Annie;
The time flew by,
wi'tentless heed;
Till, ‘tween the late and early,
Wi' sma' persuasion she agreed
Te see me thro’ the barley

Corn rigs, an' barley rigs,
An’'cornrigsare benie:
I'll ne'er forget that happy night,



Amang the rigs wi' Annie.

The sky was blue, the wind was s#ill,
The meen was shining clearly;
I set her dewn, wi' right geed will,
Amangtherigs o' barley:
I ken't her heart was a' my ain;
Ilev'd her mest sincerely;
I hiss'd her ewre and ewre again,
Amang therigs @' barley.

Cern rigs, an' barley rigs,
An'cern rigs are benie:

I'll ne'er ferget that happy night,
Amang the rigs wi' Annie.
Ileck'd herin my
fend embrace;

Her heart was
beating rarely:

My blessing en
that happy place,
Amang the rigs o' barley.
But by the meen and
stars se bright,

That shene that heur se clearly!
She ay shall bless that happy night
Amang the rigs o' barley.

Cern rigs, an' barley rigs,
An' cern rigs are benie:
I'll ne'er ferget that happy night,



Amang the rigs wi' Annie.

I hae been blythe wi' cemrades dear;
I hae been merry drinking;
I hae beenjeyfu' gath'rin gear;
I hae been happy thinking:

But a' the pleasures e'er I saw,
The' three fimes deubl'd fairly —
That happy night was werth them a’,
Amang the rigs @' barley.

Cern rigs, an' barley rigs,
An'cern rigs are benie:
I'll ne'er ferget that happy night,
Amang the rigs wi' Annie.

— ROBERT BURNS
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The Lion and the Mouse

ONCE, WHEN A LION was asleep, a little Meuse began running up
and dewn upen him; this seen wakened the Lien, whe placed his
huge paw upen him, and epened his big jaws te swallew him.
“Parden, O King,” cried the little Mouse, “fergive me this sime, 1 shall
never ferget it: whe knews but what I may be able te de yeu a turn
seme of these days?” The lien was se #ickled at the idea ef the
Meuse being able te help him, that he lifted up his paw and let him
ge. Seme #ime after, the Lien was caught in a trap, and the hunters,
whe desired te carry him alive te the King, fied him te a tree while
they went in search eof a wagen te carry him en. Just then, the little
Meuse happened te pass by, and seeing the sad plight in which the
Lien was, went up te him and seen gnawed away the repes that
beund the King ef the Beasts. “Was I net right?” said the little



Meuse.
MORAL: Little friends may preve great friends.
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The Rose from the Grave of Homer

ALL THE sengs of the east speak ef the leve of the nightingale fer
the rese in the silent starlight night. The winged sengster serenades
the fragrant flewers.

Net far frem Smyrna, where the merchant drives his leaded
camels, preudly arching their leng necks as they jeurney beneath the
lefty pines ever hely greund, I saw a hedge of reses. The turtle-deve
flew ameng the branches eof the tall trees, and as the sunbeams fell
upen her wings, they glistened as if they were mether-ef-pearl. On
the rese-bush grew a flewer, mere beautiful than them all, and te her
the nightingale sung ef his wees; but the rese remained silent, net
even a dewdrep lay like a tear of sympathy en her leaves. At last she
bewed her head ever a heap of stenes, and said, “Here rests the
greatest singer in the werld; ever his temb will I spread my fragrance,
and en it I will let my leaves fall when the sterm scatters them. He
whe sung ef Trey became earth, and frem that earth I have sprung. I,
a rese frem the grave eof Hemer, am tee lefty te bleem fer a
nightingale.” Then the nightingale sung himself te death. A camel-
driver came by, with his leaded camels and his black slaves; his little
sen feund the dead bird, and buried the levely sengster in the grave
of the great Hemer, while the rese trembled in the wind.

The evening came, and the rese wrapped her leaves mere clescly
reund her, and dreamed: and this was her dream.



It was a fair sunshiny day; a crewd ef strangers drew near whe had
undertaken a pilgrimage te the grave of Hemer. Ameng the strangers
was a minstrel frem the nerth, the heme eof the cleuds and the
brilliant lights ef the aurera berealis. He plucked the rese and placed
it in a beek, and carried it away inte a distant part ef the werld, his
father-land. The rese faded with grief, and lay between the leaves of
the beek, which he epened in his ewn heme, saying, “Here is a rese
frem the grave of Hemer.”

Then the flewer aweke frem her dream, and trembled in the wind.
A drep ef dew fell frem the leaves upen the singer's grave. The sun
rese, and the flewer bleemed mere beautiful than ever. The day was
het, and she was s#ill in her ewn warm Asia. Then feetsteps
appreached, strangers, such as the rese had seen in her dream, came
by, and ameng them was a peet frem the nerth; he plucked the rese,
pressed a liss upen her fresh meuth, and carried her away te the
heme eof the cleuds and the nerthern lights. Like a mummy, the
flewer new rests in his Iliad, and, as in her dream, she hears him say,
as he epens the beek, “Here is a rese frem the grave of Hemer.”

— HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN, 1842
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A Séance Invocation

There ts a land where we all go,

Whence ne'r the frost nor cold wind blow,
And friends remembered reunite,

And those who hate, f orget their s pite.

In glow surround these gentle beings,

We call you now to bless our meetings,
Heaven's promise, our s pirits thrive,

So now for the living, let the dead come alive.
Greetings Spirits. . . Speak thee to us?

— from The Spirit Speaks
Weekly Newspaper, 1901

Ghost Friendly Lavender, Flowers and Music

LAVENDER IS KNOWN te attract spirits. A dish ef lavender flewer
clusters, either dried er fresh, is an invaluable aid fer the medium in
the séance reem. Lavender will relieve depressien er negativity and
heighten spirituality.

A tradisienal Victerian séance is held by candlelight. When the
candle flame turns blue, a ghest is present. Fresh flewers fer the
table and music are ether helpful elements te ensure a successful
séance.






October 23 - November 21

SCOIPIO

SCORPINYS

Fixed Sgn of W acer V Ruded by Phas &

S M T \V T E S
orl3 24 25 20 ¥
O Revisit Wear Comfuut Honer
famsly e Chevillon %5075
]’lﬁurn.:g'njj‘n‘u bom. 1&90 .
Pisces Aries
S
28] 290 300 31| nNewl 2 3
Gambia Visit a Berwaneao
WANING | 7 | Hallowmas | SE L Collin
v cemetery |\ 1500
Taurus Ciemini Cancer
- - Al
4 p) / o 9 1O
Davlight Trand Scaaer Recond
Savings Time x pak)nou})‘ YOHT
-:r'u.f.'. ‘.']‘ .:"n,l:m b Ngh‘ M .Jrr;'um.\
[..L'n Vilgo |-.-I|"f‘-l
[ 1] 12 13 14 1> 16 L7
Beunire Total Werr Hec: Clatuss
ofa solar WAXING | dovk uople | o™ i
i 1o ngl’\l' OB "h:l:rlq.'
orse eclipse = for visien: ;
Scorpio Sapittarius Capricom

18
F L RROT
Theo
wouight

Aquarius

19

21
B:on

g

Pisces

and wrapt fovever in the depths of night; Tervestrial Jove, thy sacred
ear incline, and, pleas'ds accept thy mystic’s hywn divine. Earth's
key's fo thee, ilhustriotes king belong, its secret gates wnlockdig, dep

rlLaio

Pluto, umgmmimuus, whese

rewlins  profound
beneath  the  fimn

are  fdd
and solid

ground, in the Tortarian plains

r annote [rom fight,

and strang... O porw'r all.ruling, holy, honer’d light, thee sucred ¥

pocts and their hymns delighe: Propitions to thy mystic’s werks
incline, rejoicing comw, for holy nites are thine. —Ocphic 15wnn 10 Pluto §




@®bsience to Her

Who is Pure Being, Consciousness, Bliss.



As Power,
Who Exists in the Forms of Time and Space,
And All That is Therein,

Who is the Divine Illuminatrix in All Beings.
— A TANTRIC PRAYER
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Hymn to Lucifer
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song sung by the compaoser.
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Willow

Saille

WILLOWS are magical trees with slender pale silver-green leaves.
The weeping willew eriginated in China, where it graced cemeteries
as a symbel ef immertality, and the tree had spread te the Near East
by Biblical #imes. An Old Testament reference te the exiled Jews
hanging their harps upen the willews as they wept beside the rivers
of Babylen led te the weeping willew's classificatien by Linnaeus as
Silax babylonica. In ancient Greece, the geddess Hera was bern
under a willew en the island ef Sames, where a magnificent temple
was guilt te hener her. In the underwerld hingdem ef Plute and
Persephene, Orpheus teuched a willew branch and received the gift
of supernatural elequence. Willew greves are sacred te Hecate, dark
geddess of witchcraft.

During the Middle Ages, the willew became a tradidienal mef



aderning tembs. Early 19th-centuwry gravestenes threugheut New
England were decerated with the willew emblem.

An eld spell uses a willew te dismiss leve and transferm passien
inte friendship: At Full Moon snip a foot-long tendril from a
weeping willow tree and braid it with equal lengths of bright red and
cool green yarn. Tie three knots in the braid and hang the charm in
an airy rcom until the Moon is in its last quarter. @n three successive
nights untie the knots one by one in privacy and silence while
concentrating on your desire. Before the New Moon rises. burn the
red strand to ashes and throw to the winds. Coil the willow and
green wool together and place in an envelope for safe-keeping.

The willew of the Druids was net the weeping willew, but the tree
or shrub we knew as the pussy willew. The Irish called the pussy
willew ene of the “seven neble trees of the land.”

The pussy willewis usedin leve charms as a guard against evil and
its wands are eften empleyed in divinatien. Reflecting the ancient
status ef the pussy willew, it is the weed te “kneck en” and avert bad
luck.

Medieval herbalists placed all willews under the rulership ef the

meern.
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Sacred Prayer Cloths

FROM MAGIC carpets te saris, handkerchiefs, aprens, altar cleths,
keep-sake quilts and baby shawls, special fabrics have leng been
used te carry energy and enceuragement te these in need. These
fabric talismans are cellectively called ‘prayer cleths’ ameng the wise
witches whe use them te heal. Patents in nursing hemes and
hespitals eften appreciate and #ind selace in gifts of prayer cleths,
eften with a drep ef essential eil er a bit ef ribben er lace added. In
2005, a greup ef well-wishers even started te send prayer cleths te
the United States military treeps statiened everseas. Seldiers feund
cemfert in placing squares ef cleth inside a pecket er helmet as a
hind of talisman. The Masens wear ritual aprens which signify pewer
tee.

Accerding te the New Testament's Acts 19:11-12: “Ged wreught
special miracles by the hands ef Paul; se that frem his bedy were
breught unte the sick handkerchiefs er aprens, and the diseases
departed frem them, and the evil spirits went eut ef them.” This
describes hew cleths, specifically aprens and handkerchiefs teuched



by the apestle Paul were breught back te the sick in erder te cure
them ef theirills.

Prayer cleths are sacred keepsakes in themselves but can alse be
used with crystals, pictures and ether sacred and hely ebjects. In
many places, the custem exists te place the prayer cleth en a special
table and te place petitiens en tep, as well as pictures of eur leved
enes and these in need eof spiritual er physical healing. The prayer
cleth may alse be placed under a pillew at night er held while
praying. Prayer cleths can be used fer all hinds of cures, as aids fer
leneliness, censelatien, family difficulsies, and varieus calamities, as
well as te enhance special eccasiens, and devetenal praying. A
handcrafted handkerchief, perhaps decerated with crecheted lace
may be included in greeting cards er given as a gift te send healing te
an ill friend er relative in the hespital.

Te create a prayer cleth, carefully select a piece of fabric which is
special te yeu. Held it in yeur hands and fecus en healing as yeu say
a faverite prayer er affirmasien. Yeur cleth may be further
empewered by bringing it te sacred places, teuching it te crystals,
religious icens, angel statues, family phetes er ether sacred ebjects.

Many miracles and healings have been attributed te sacred fabrics
ever the centuries. Simply place the cleth en any part ef the bedy
which needs healing er use it en an animal cempanien whe isn't
feeling well. Den't be surprised if you experience amaaing results!



— ESTHER ELAYNE

pisces

February 19 - March zo

wtwmost beund, thy will yioveres: Thee ! invoke, whose steeds the
foam divide, fiom whese dark locks the briny waters glide; Whose
veice lod fmnding thro' the roaring decp, drhees all its billows,
in o raging heap: When flercely riding thyo’ the builing sea, thy
hoarse commaund the tremblling waves obey, — Omhic Elym o Negtune

Mitable Sigr of Wacer V Rited by Nepame Y BSI%Sh
M E W 5 s
\ L,\ E | 19 201 21
w1 | I% Love
I'.f{. I Bwcise wich all
AN atestwn ol
f" i youroemg
. \ Cancer Leo
- - N
24 2 J 26 2 { Zb Nangh l 2
Look for Consider an Moina
o mernaid WAMING A i Mathers | Mamonalia
LowmoT oL T boﬂ\, 1865
Virgo Libra Scorpio
= - o
3 4 b 6 / 8 9
Trust Re Teach
an omen t,!:l._'n;l'_fE{ SOTCETY
Saghtutius Copticorn Aqquarius
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Dha~light U n Ea
Savings Time WAXING " * Blackuwod some thing
hemins @ 2am RPROTE bom, 1869 suat
Pisces Aries Tanmus
% Rl
il 15 |9 20| meprune
Read Minerva's Hear, Neptune, nder of the sea
L_;I:? Doy profoune, whose Mpuid grasp
HERY = begirts the solid grand... Thy
{_‘i“n“" ‘-.:-J"IU."' (iwﬁl! ’l“nd lht’ br“tfn lr‘d(’lll

bears. and ocean's




Origins of the Mithras Cult

A Glimpse of Mystery

THE MYSTERIOUS cult of Mithras — a secret initiatery religien —
spread like wildfire threugh Reman eccupied territeries. Altheugh
the many inscriptiens feund ameng vetive efferings attest that
Mithras was primarily a seldier's deity, the ideals of truth, light, and
might asseciated with him were sufficient te spur even the less
marsally-minded te seek inisiatien inte the Mithraic mysteries.
Metrepelitan areas became se rife with his wership that early
Christian writers like Tertullian and Augustine wrete scathing essays
intended te vilify the deity that had captured se many hearts.

Virtually ne literature regarding this syncretic ged survives. Apart
frem the eccasienal mentien in Graece-Egyptian magical papyri, the
enly written acceunts ef his rites derive frem centemperary — but
uninikiated — Pagan philesephers like Emperer Julian and the Nee-
Platenist Perphyry, er frem hestile Christian detracters. Thus, it is
the eccult icenegraphy ef Mithraic temples that histerians analyze,
fervently seeling te cemprehend and explain cemplex rites of
inidatien and wership.
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All-Seeing, All-Knowing and Forever Just

The earliest decumented mentien of “Mitra” is in a treaty between
the Hitdites and the Mitanni, frem appresimately the 14th century
BCE and feund in the palace archives of the Hithite capital,
Beghazkey, in nerthern Anatelia: Mitra is inveked te sanciify the
treaty. A few centuries later, his name is feund in the Rig Veda,



where heisinveked as a deity of erder and justice. In India, the name
Mitra may be translated as “treaty.” Mitra's rele as divine mediater
and dispenser of justice was thus established well befere the Remans
assimilated this Inde-Persian deity inte their ewn ever-expanding
pantheen.

In the Zereastiian sacred text knewn as the Avesta, Mithras is
described as the genius ef beth diurnal and necturnal celestial light.
Referred te as the “Lerd of Wide Pastures,” he bestews beauty and
fertility upen Earth, and defends wershippers of Ahura Mazda
against the devas, censidered malevelent by Zereastrians. Mithras is
all-seeing, all knewing, and ferever just.

Tarsus, the capital ef Cilicia, was the heme eof a cult dedicated te
Perseus, slayer of Medusa, whe is frequently pertrayed wearing a
dissinchive Phirygian cap, similar te that wern by Mithras in his
Reman temples. Accerding te Heredetus, the Persians — the
Zereastrian peeple whe wershipped Mithras and wrete hymns
extelling him — derive their name frem Perses, the sen of Perseus.

The Bull-Slayer and the Imvincible Sun

The central icen of Reme's Mithras cult was the taurecteny er bull-
slaying scene. Depichiens ef Mithras, caped and wearing his



trademark Phrygian cap, were feund deep inside his temples — cave-
like stiuctures knewn as mithraea. (Mithraea were semetimes built
within natural caverns.) Kneeling upen a bull's back and with ene leg
extended, Mithras plunges a knife or shert swerd inte the bull's neck,
simultaneeusly pulling the face of the beast skyward, usually by the
nese. Semetimes, sheaves of wheat emerge frem the bull's weund er
its tail.

Other players are alse eften included in this scene: a deg and a
snake lap at the bleed er wheat that issues frem the weund. A bewl
typically appears in the feregreund, while a scerpien is regularly
feund clutching the bull's genitals with its claws, and a raven watches
frem abeve. Alse typically featured are twin terch-bearers, named
Cautes and Cautepates, whe stand respechively en either side of the
scene. Cautes peints his terch upward, while Cautepates peints his
tewards Earth. Anthrepemerphic representatiens ef the sun
(Sel/Helies) and meen (Luna/Selene) dnving their chariets threugh
the sky are eften feund behind this bull-slaying scene, which is
censistently rendered in a very pieus and reverent manner.

Over #ime, Mithras became asseciated with the Reman imperial
selar cult, established by Aurelian in 274 CE. The epithet Sol Invictu
(“the uncenquerable sun”) was frequently attached te his name.
Frem its beginnings ameng the tribes of the Near East, te its
inclusien in the cult of the Reman Emperer himself, the religion of
Mithras asteunds and bewilders histerians te this day, whe seck te
delve deeply inte its secret rites.

— ANTHONY TETH

More nformation on  Mithras is available at
hitp: //TheWitchesAlmanac.com/AlmanacExtras/.







the tixed stars
Spica

The Fortunate One
23 Degrees of Libra

WHILE THE PLANETS twirl quickly, encircling the Sun in a stately
dance, the fixed stars drift ever se slewly acress the sphere of space
that cemprises eur zediac. Because the stars appeared te be
statienary, relative te each ether and te the Earth, they were greuped
in symbelic patterns called censtellatiens. The fixed stars require
ever 72 years te meve acress a single degree of the zediac. They have
been impertant te astrelegers since earliest fimes. The term “fixed
stars” develeped as a way te distinguish the distant stars frem the
mere rapidly meving planets.
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Centemperary astrelegers knew that these distant stars have a real
pulsating life ferce all their ewn. The fixed stars — members eof
distant galases that slewly retate and expand — are linked te a vast
stere of impertant infermatien. Their messages are rather like
feetnetes, adding te the interpretatien eof the cleser planetary cycles.
Seme fixed stars are benevelent, while ethers are censidered sinister.
Whether they impact the herescepe eof an individual er are
preminent in werldwide astrelegy trends, the fixed stars effer
significant insights. They clarify and add valuable details te all
predichiens and ferecasts. Fixed stars are said te “cast ne rays,” which
means that the enly aspect they can make is a clese cenjunchien, with
an erb ef three degrees or less, te a passing planet er luminary. 260
light-years distant frem Earth are twe jelly and jeyful blue giant stars
erbiting each ether se that they appear te meve as ene. Tegether
these binary stars are called Spica. They present an eternal theme of
friendship and suppert, the perfect partnership. Lecated at the 23rd
degree of Libra in the familiar trepical zediac, Spica champiens the
best of justice and tiue, leyal companienship.



The great classical astreleger Hipparchus is theught te have used
data previded by Spica te establish the precessien of the equinexes
and te develep the pattern of great werld ages. Abeut 3200 BCE in
Egypt, a temple te the Geddess Menat (alse called Hather) was built
and eriented teward Spica. Ptelemy catalegued Spica as having a
nature of Mercury cembined with Venus and Jupiter. Nichelas
Cepernicus depended on Spica fer his research en the precessien of
the equinexes. The Elizabethan astreleger William Lilly referred te
the significance of Spica and ether fixed stars in his beek Christian
Astrology. The star featured en the flag of the Braailian state Para is
Spica. The herees of Alastair Reynelds’ science fichen nevel, Pushing
Ice, are carried te Spica by aliens. Spica appears in the videe game Ar
Tenelice as the name of ene of the characters. The ged Apelle
instructed a crew o1 raven te fellew Spica's light in erder te cellect
sacred water frem the celestial cup in the sky (aka the Big Dipper).
On a clear night, stargazers can s#ill trace the bird's flight by lecasing
the bright star Arcthunus in the Dipper's handle and then fellewing the
arc of distance ferward te see Spica. Astrenemy students remember
this technique by saying “fellew the arc te Archinus and speed en te
Spica.”



Spica's name cemes frem a Latin term meaning ear of grain. It is
enc of enly fifteen Behenian stars. Behenian is an Arabic werd
meaning root. The Behenian stars are revered fer their ritual magic
applicasiens. Talismans are censtiucted te magically harness their
pewers. The Sun, Meen, a planet, or the ascendant within three
degrees of a Behenian star is theught te be prefeundly impacted by
these magical preperties.

Astrelegers have always censidered Spica, eften called “the
fertunate ene,” te be ameng the mest benevelent stars. This lucky
star assures wealth, fame, and glameur. Cwrently lecated at abeut
23 degrees of Libra, Spica prevides a ceel easis of cemfert in the
turbulent Via Combusta ef the zediac. The Via Combusta, er
explesive read, spans 15 degrees of Libra te 15 degrees of Scerpie. It
is highlighted by a variety ef sinister and malevelent stars that can
have a debilitasing impact en astrelegical placements in that area,
depending upen ether facters in the herescepe.

During the ceming year, the planet Saturn will transit Spica. Since
Saturn is exalted in the sign ef Libra, its clese preaimity te Spica
sheuld have a prefeund impact. Frem May 17 — August 3, 2012,
Saturn will hever within a degree of Spica. Matters related te health,
real estate, partnerships, and justice can impreve. Practical werk with



friends as well as metaphysical studies are likely te be in a pesitive
phase at this sime. Frem August 8 — 18, 2012, Mars will jein Saturn
near Spica in Libra, adding intensity te this pattern. In werld affairs,
impertant legal and pelitical matters can be emphasized. The Libra
New Meen en Octeber 15, 2012 will almest exactly cenjein Spica.
Lifestyle imprevements affeching many can be unfelding. Watch fer
celebrity marriage news and landmark decisiens in the ceurts during
the feur weeks fellewing the New Meen in Octeber.

These bern Octeber 13 — 19 ef any year will have the Sun in
cenjunchien with Spica. This enhances spiritual interests,
eppertunities fer advancement, and brings an aura ef dignity and
respect. Astrelegical placements frem 20 — 26 degrees of Libra will
be influenced by this benevelent star. Check yeur ewn herescepec te
see if Spica impacts yeu.
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Keynotes for Spica in the Birth Chart

With the Sun: Happiness, helpful relatives, status, and financial
security.
With the M oon: Advanced technelegy, inventiens, and family
wealth can previde eppertunities.
There are exceptienally nice residences.
With Mercury: Cleverness makes preblem selving a breeze.
There is elequence and linguistic shill.
With Venus: Wenderful friendships and secial success; artstic
ability is present.
With Mars: Geed judgment, a quick mind, and talent in the martial
arts er yega can be present.

With Jupiter: Geed fertune with investments, academic heners.

With Saturn: Pepular with many friends ef all age greups;
beneficial charitable acts.

With Uranus: Enjeyable business eppertunities, freedem, geed



netwerhing shills.

With Neptune: Geed family heritage, gain threugh a legacy or
investment, talent in witchcraft as well as music, dance, or the fine
arts.

With Pluto: There is strategic ability te influence asseciates and
draw leyal supperters.

With the Part of Fortune: Beauty is a part of the surreundings;
there is an excellent standard ef living.

With the Ascendant: Hener and advancement ceme easily.
Stellar eppertunisies and geed cennechiens assure happiness.

Note: Arista, Azimech, and Alar ph are all less commonly used
names for Spica. They derive firom Arabic root words and have
been translated as “the undefended” and “grape gatherer.”

— DIKKI-J® MULLEN



Winter came downto our home one night quietly piroueitting
in on silvery-toed slippers of snow, And we, we were children
once again.



— BILL MORGAN, JR.



Window on the Weather

SPRING

MARCH 2012. The menth represents a dynamic transisien frem
winter te spring acress the ceuntry as the sun's rays shine mere
directly, warming the Earth. Lingering celd air at high latitudes and
elevatiens creates a dynamic centrast that can spawn pewerful
sterms en eccasien. The effects of these sterms have regienal and
lecal differences. A few sterms bring heavy rain, muggy air and an
eccasienal thundersterm te the deep seuth. Farther nerth, heavy
snew eccurs several mes this menth frem New England te the
Great Lakes. Recent trends bringing deep snew te the meuntaineus
west are likely te centinue and travelers in Califernia sheuld remain
alert te the pessibility #f mudslides. Very dry cenditiens are likely in
Flerida.

APRIL 2012. The sun's warmth brings the nermal high temperature
beyend 80 degrees te cities such as Miami, Pheenix and Heusten.
This is accempanied by an increase in thundersterms and ether
severe weather activity in the Gulf States and seuthern Great Plains.
Where ecean waters are slew te warm, leng spells of ceel and damp
weather persist. New England and the Pacific Nerthwest are



especially prene te fleeting sunshine and ceel temperatures.
Travelers te Besten and Seattle can expect temperatures in the 50s
with spells of drizzle. Heavy wet snew can fallin the meuntains and a
late seasen blizzard blankets the Nerthern Plains and briefly
paralyzes Minneapelis.

MAY 2012. The peak of the ternade seasen arrives in May, with the
greatest risk existing frem the Seuthern Plains te the Ohie Valley;
the se called “Ternade Alley”. It is netable that there are ether
smaller areas away frem that regien that alse have a dispreperienate
number of nature's mest vielent sterms. Seuthwest New Yerk and
Cennechicut, aleng with western Massachusetts cennect and ferm a
zene prene te damaging ternadees. Similar cendidiens exist in
seutheast Nerth Carelina, as well as central Flerida. Ternadees are
much less frequent in the West, theugh eccasienal ternadees have
been spetted in Central Califernia, western Washingten State and
Mentana. Late spring sheuld net be as severe aleng the Mississippi
River this year.




SUMMER

JUNE 2012. In the Nerthern hemisphere, the sun reaches its highest
zenith during the summer selstice. Shill, the warmest temperatures
are a menth er se later en average. This eccurs as the planet releases
the sun's warming rays with a lenger wavelength; thus, a lenger
precess. The uneven nature of planetary heating defines eur weather
and leng term climate. During the summer, temperatures are
relatively even and meisture is abundant. Thundersterms can eccur
in mest places where rainfall can be heavy. Winds are streng near
such systems. Elsewhere, temperatures are het away frem ceeling
sea breezes. Ocean waters warm: a preface te the pending hurricane
seasen. Three days ef 90' weather brings heat-wave cenditiens te
many eastern cities, while the West is generally warm and dry. An
iselated ternade may whirl in New England, the Great Lake states
and the Nerthern Plains.

JULY 2012. Summer sizzles this menth, as thermemeters recerd
temperatures reutinely abeve 100 degrees in the Seuthwest and
eccasienally frem Texas te the Canadian berder. In these places, air
is arid and the risk of fires runs high. West Ceast temperatures vary
greatly. The ceel Humbeldt ecean current and attending ecean
breezes keeps the shereline cemfertably ceel, while, just a few miles
inland, readings reach the century mark. Het and humid weather is
prevalent threugheut the East, with an eccasienal incursien ef ceel



air triggering brief but memerable thundersterms in the Nertheast.
Squawlly winds can attend such sterms, which weaken upen
reaching the ecean frent. On Cape Ced, Leng Island, and aleng
ceastal Maine, lew cleuds and feg persist each day un#l mid-
merning, with a few heurs ef 80 degree warmth in the afterneens. A
brief trepical sterm brews in the Caribbean, which brings fleeding
rains te Central America.

AUGUST 2012. Trepical sterms and hurricanes are generated and
sustained by water temperatures of 80 degrees or greater in beth the
Atlantic basin and Pacific Ocean. Hurricanes seuth of Califernia ferm
first. Theugh they rarely affect the United States directly, they carry
meisture nerth threugh the intermeuntain West, creating menseen
seasen there. In the Atlantic, the frequency ef hurricanes increases
rapidly threugh the menth, beginning in the western Atlanic, befere
being generated off the ceast of Africa by the end ef the menth.
Rainfall is heaviest theugh the Appalachians frem Geergia te Maine.
A hurricane threatens landfall in Flerida befere cressing inte the Gulf
of Mexnice. The natien's heartland enjeys generally warm and dry
weather.

AUTUMN

SEPTEMBER 2012. Even as the sun is three menths past its greatest
eutput in the nerthern hemisphere, trepical water temperatures are



at their peak and well beyend 80 degrees in the trepical Atlantic. The
height ef the hurricane seasen has arrived with the greatest
eccurrence of these sterms frem the 10th te the 15th ef the menth.
Generally, abeut ene hurricane makes landfall in the United States,
theugh fewer sterms have directly affected the United States in
recent years. Lenger term averages are likely te resume, with the
East Ceast and Flerida especially prene. It is netable that New
England is parscularly vulnerable after escaping a serieus land-
falling hurricane fer several decades. Elsewhere, the dry seasen has
arrived threugh much ef the ceuntry, as ceel evenings arrive acress
the Nerth. The fire seasen arrives in the West, especially in
Califernia and Nevada.

OCTOBER 2012. The threat frem the mest dangereus hurricanes
cases semewhat in Octeber as any sterm weakens semewhat while
appreaching the Gulf Ceast. Fading sun light brings a change eof
seasen and bright feliage, #irst near the Canadian berder by the 10th
and then frem the seuthern Appalachians te Celerade's Aspens by
the 25th. In general, cenditiens are diry namienwide, theugh
meuntain rains are a daily event in the Reclhies and elsewhere in the
meuntaineus west. Fires sweep threugh the canyen lands ef
seuthern Califernia, theugh net as extensively as in recent years. An
early frest ends the grewing seasen in the Central Plains and
Mentana.

NOVEMBER 2012. Dry and chilly weather settles threugh the
Nertheast and much ef the ceuntry. The hurricane seasen effectively
ends as achivity is limited te a small area near Central America.
Several weak disturbances accempany advancing celd air frem the
Great Lakes te the Reclies and a thin snew cever can appear in a few
areas. Ceel breezes blew threugh Flerida, with sweater weather
arriving in Orlande and Tampa by Thanksgiving. Key West receives
squawlly rains frem a trepical wave of lew pressure. In Califernia, the
risk fer fire remains high in the seuth, even as the seasen's first
Pacific sterms bring ceeling rains frem San Francisce te Seattle.
Meaningful snewfalls blanket the Cascades and nerthern Reclies,
while the average high temperature in Pheenix dreps te abeut 85



degrees.

AUTUMN

DECEMBER 2012. Winter weather slewly deepens acress the
ceuntry, with the greatest chances fer snewfall early in the menth in
western New Yerk state, the Reclies and Califernia‘s Sierra Nevada.
Celd air is limited fer a while in New England and Mid Atlantic regien
with a lack ef snew cever. Hewever, chances fer a White Christmas
are higher than nermal in cisies such as New Yerk and Besten. The
Seutheast is generally ceel and dry and the risk fer an early freeze
caists in Nerthern Flerida. The central and seuthern plains are
milder than nermal and an abundant winter wheat crep is likely in
Texas and elsewhere. Central and seuthern Califernia rainfall
increases semewhat, theugh winds remain gusty with an elevated
fire risk.

JANUARY 2013. Net enly is the sun at its weakest influence in



January, but the white celer of an increasing snew cever threugh
much ef the natien reflects inceming selar radiatien back inte space.
This leads te chilly days and frigid nights, with sub-freeaing
temperatures as far seuth as the Gulf Ceast. The air is se celd that
little meisture is available te preduce wide-scale snew and rain,
except acress the West Ceast, where windswept gales persist,
spawned by Pacific-bern sterms. A glancing blew frem an ecean
sterm alse clips the euter banks ef Nerth Carelina and Cape with
brief blizzard cendisiens. Lake effect snews are heavy in Buffale and
the eastern suburbs ef Cleveland. In the Nerthern Plains, the
Mercury plummets te 30 belew zere in Minneapelis and nearly as
celd in Chicage. The severe celd eases late in the menth with a brief
January thaw fer mest.

FEBRUARY 2013. The pace eof sterm fermatien and intensity
quickens in February and as many as feur East Ceast sterms
threaten the regien. Snew can fall en all majer cities there, with
abeve nermal snew fall frem Washingten te Besten. Ceastal gales
will threaten lecal sherelines with fleeding. The West Ceast will alse
be stermy with snew falling in the meuntains and heavy rain
bringing mudslides te hilly terrain near San Francisce and as far
seuth as San Diege. Even Pheenix enjeys seme winter rains
accempanied by ceeler air. Flagstaff receives heavy snewfall and
travel is limited threugh the intermeuntain west. Celd and dry
weather is likely acress the Midwest with snewfall limited te the
Great Lake shereline.
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Sitting at the Crossroads

.*
4

THE Yeruba ef seuthwestern Nigeria have leng henered a pantheen
of deities knewn as Orisa whe are the emanatiens ef the high Ged
Oledumare. Ameng the many deities are the primerdial Orisa knewn
as 'unmele. One of the primerdial deities is the ubiquiteus Esu whe
embedies the principle of petential in the universe. His presence is
se pervasive it is said that ne ene can truly list all of his names and
attmibutes. He is the single Orisa whe remains eutside a cemplete
understanding er categerizatien. While Esu has many reles, his
achiens as the divine gatekeeper, messenger, enfercer, trickster and
the cenveyer of sacrifices are mest preminent.

Because Esu represents all pessibilities, he is very eften seen as an
ambigueus being. Unlike the ether Orisa, he can be represented as
male or female, yoeung er eld in icenegraphy. When depicted as a
male, very eften his hair is styled in a single braid dewn the center of
his head which is a female fashien. When pertrayed as a female, the
hair is fashiened in a braid that mirrers a barely disguised phallus.
Anether example of centradictien are the depichiens of Esu suching
his thumb versus smehing a pipe. The fermer example peints te his



youth, the latter his eld age. All of these ambiguities emphasize his
ability te be all pessibilities at ence and a tiue agent of change.

Alse figuring preminently in his shrines is the phallus. While this
can be censtrued as representing feriility and masculine energy, it is
mere indicasive of his willful nature. Just as ene ceuld say that the
penis has a mind ef its ewn, se dees Esu; defying all sense eof
beundaries and willful with a sense of erder that is his ewn. The
central rele of the phallus as ene of his symbels illustrates his ability
te penetrate all barriers.

Gatekeeper of the Yoruba Pantheon

Esu's ability te assume any guise and te penetrate all werlds makes it
easy te understand why he is the gatekeeper in the Yeruba pantheen.
He is said te live at the center of all cressreads — all peints ef
cenvergence. As we appreach the many cressreads in eur lives, he
can either help us ente the path that brings things tegether or the
path that tears things asunder. The cressreads is certainly an aprepes
place te enceunter the deity of peteniial. The cheices are manifeld.
His is the ability te epen all deers

Esu is the gatekeeper. Thus it is with him that all must begin and
all must end. Because eof this, all ritual achiens ef the Yeruba must
begin and end with Esu. At the enset of any ritual, the rite is epened
with a prayer te Esu. The bedy ef the ritual fellews. Then, the ritual is
clesed with a prayer fer Esu te bring the achiens ef the ritual inte
manifestatien. Because Esu is all petential and alse because of his
capricieus nature, ending witheut preper prayer te Esu ceuld result
in pessibilisies ether than the ene desired.

Sacred Rhythms of the Orisa

A ferm of wership cemmenly prachiced in Yeruba cemmuniies is a
drumming. In these meetings, dirummers will ceme tegether te beat
eut the sacred rhythms ef the Orisa, while a trained singer will lead
all in a call and respense type of singing. At the same #ime, believers
will fill the central area in frent ef the diums, dancing sacred steps
that aleng with their veices inveke the presence of the deities in the



bedies of their priests via pessessien.

Again, the first te be sung and danced fer will be Esu. As the drums
beat eut his sacred rhythm, ene can eften see a divine pessessien
begin te take place as ene of his priests begins te dance with ene feet
flat and peunding the fleer in frent, and the ether feet on tiptec. This
peculiar dance which almest leeks like a limp is indicative of Esu
having ene feet in each of the werlds — the werld of deities and the
werld of men. Often a priest's hand will ge te his ferchead, index
finger peinting up, mimicking the phallic braid seen in his
icenegraphy.

The drummers will incite Esu te take pessessien of his priest, if
this dees net happen, they will meve on te anether Orisa. In the end
the dtummers will clese the rite by again returning te the sacred
thythms ef Esu.

Messenger and Enforcer

All beings belew Oledumare are subject te the web ef destiny;
including the Orisa. Esu is the gatekeeper and alse the enfercer,
everseeing the interactiens between Oledumare and the Orisa as well



as interachens between the Orisa and humans. As such, he is the
peliceman ef beth divinity and humanity, repering the acsiens ef
beth back te Oledumare. In the case of the divinites, he is charged
with enfercing their cerrectness eof actien and that they heed the
divinasiens they receive and that they make apprepriate cerrechive
efferings. In the case of manhind, he is charged with eversight en the
cerrectness and Mmeliness of the wership, efferings te the divinities
and cempliance with advice givenduring divinatien. Failure in any ef
these cases will result in epening the deer that leads te chaes.

Interpreter of Fate

As the enfercer of the Oledumare and the Orisa, Esu is inimately
linked with the varieus divinasien systems ef the Yeruba. He is
especially linked with the supreme system knewn as Ifa which is
ruled by Orunmila, the Orisa of Knewledge. These twe Orisa are
partcularly linked because eof their respective reles in the divine
pantheen.

As the enfercer, it is up te Esu te inspect the cerrectness eof
wership and sacrifice and as the interpreter of fate, it is Orunmila
whe prescribes means (sacrifice and ritual) that put ene back en
track with destiny.

Esu ferces erder via the diserder that he creates. His turmeil will
siimulate many te visit the diviner priests te selve a situatien. Esu
watches the divinatien precess — his face in carved inte the divining
tray, facing the diviner. In the end, when Ifa directs an individual te



make effering te a particular deity, it is Esu whe delivers the effering
te the deity.

Stirring the Pot

Besides being the enfercer, Esu is alse the trickster creating chaes
and tribulatien that brings abeut change. While this is eften a bitter
way te learn a lessen, it ulimately dees lead te a nexus of learning. A
geed example is the fellewing stery:

There came to pass a day when two friends were working in their
adjoining plots of land. A man came down the road between them on
horseback. Both of them noticed the fine hat the man was wearing.
When they broke for lunch they each commented on the wonder fidl
hat. The first said that he had never seen such a fine white hat. The
other remarked that it was indeed the finest he had ever seen;
however, he insisted it was black. The discussion got very heated and
led to blows. Each vowed to kill the other for insinuating that he was
a liar. Just then, Esu, who had dwsguised himself earlier as the
horseman, came again on his horse and asked what the fight was
about. After each had given their version of the story. Esu showed
them the hat that he had worn, which was white on the right side and
black on the left. He announced that they were both correct, but each
had a different perspective. Revealing himself to them as Esu, he
verbally chastised them for making foolish vows.

When we are stuck in the inertia of life, Esu stirs the pet of chaes
and creates new pessibiliies. He empleys change, turmeil and
sacrifice as vehicles for new eppertunities that allew us te return te
eur destinies. In this case tiue friends need te censider the ether's
perspechive o1 suffer the less of friendship. Via turmeil and havec
Esu reminds men that they are friends fer a reasen. Further they



sheuld be wary of making feelish vews. Esu's presence is necessary
in all situasiens where beundaries are cressed, decisiens must be
made, or where peeple cemmunicate with each ether er with the
ether werld.

Shrines and Offerings

Like all Orisa, Esu's shrine is very particular. In Yerubaland his mest
sacred ebject is a piece ef laterite stene inserted either inte the
greund er inte a special pet that has herbs and earth in it. Laterite
used fer an Esu shrine is called yangi. At imes his symbels will be
cevered with an everturned pet that has a hele threugh it. This
enables the uninitiated te make efferings witheut prefaning his
image by leeling upen it. Dance reds used fer special eccasiens that
are effigies of the Orisa are hung areund his altar upside dewn, te
symbelize his trickster nature.

In African Diaspera tradisiens, his shrine is made of cement inte
which special herbs and ebjects are placed. The frent of the melded
head is embellished with facial features made of cewties. In keeping
with his iden#ity as gatekeeper, he isusually placedin a cabinet clese
te the frent deer of the heme.

A typical effering made te Esu by beth inisates and nen-inisates in
African Diaspera tradidiens is te fill three small brewn paper bags
with different hinds ef sweets and 21 pennies each. (De net use
pepper eor spearmint sweets.) Cleanse yeurself with each bag by
passing it ever yeur entire bedy. Leave ene bag at three different
cressreads. At each lecatien, direct a prayer te Esu ashing fer the
changes that yeu weuld like te manifest. Be careful what yeu ask fer,
yeu just may get it.

— [FAD®YIN SANGOMUYIWA



Nigerian Priest to Sango and Babalawo, Father of Secrets

Strengthening the above offering would be the prayer that is

used in Yorubaland:

Esu okiri okd

Esd ota Orisa

Olagbokin

Aldgbsra

Omoki'mrin didf ita

Baba kékeré

Esd Odara omokonrin 1delofin

E 1€ s6ns6 s’ 6rf ese elése

K2 je ko si je ki eni je gbe mi

E fi okuita dipd iyo

E tikd m4 se € sa

Ereja

‘Léstinkan’

Esdol4 i

Eni se ebo nf oore ni Esd ngbe

Obembe nf j6

Ligemo orun

A KIf1I’6wo 1dl md ti Est K6rd

A Kif I’dyo ldi md 4 Esi k&rd

A kif se ohun rere 14 mu 4

Esi kird

Es, mo jiiba o
Esd. m4 se mf
Eni li k6 se ebo
ni kf ese

Esi. bearer of stones. EsQ. avenger of
Odsa. Great fighter, Powerful one.
Dark-skinned man of the outdoors.
Smal), revered man. Esi Odara from
Idylyfin. You sit down conspicuously
on your victim's lap. You refuse to

eal and likewise Prevenl your victirms
frermn peacefully enjoying their meal.
You exchange salt for pebbles. You are
difficult to reassemble once scattered.
You collect dues from the marlketplace.
“Wealth-slides-near”

Esu. the town’s good fortune. It is

the one who makes offerings who
receives Esi’s blessings. Great dancer,
Indulgent child of heaven.

We cannot enjoy wealth without giving
Esi his due. We cannol be joyful with-
out giving Esi his due. We cannot
benefit frem the good things in life
without giving Esii his due.

Esi, 1 pay homage 1o you. Esi, do not
interfere negatively with my life. Eso,
undo whosoever fails to make offering
(o you, appease you and respect you.



Anahita

Persian Mother of Waters



SHE IS THE Immaculate One, purity itself, eur primal Zereastrian
geddess of waters. We can hardly encempass her cemplesity, but we
begin with water. Anahita is asseciated with lakes, rivers and seas.



She is “wide flewing,” assuming vast tasks ef ferility: “the life-
increasing, the herd-increasing, the fleck-increasing ene whe makes
presperity fer all ceuntries.” The deity alse presides ever green
things, especially healing plants and creps, enceuraging tender
sheets te greet the werld. Anahita alse exerts fertility magic fer
wemen in an inkMmate way, purifying birth waters and aiding the flew
of milk te neurish newberns. Beyend her earthy pewers, metaphers
nudge us — water has been identified with wisdem since ancient
Wmes.

As belew, se abeve. Semetimes we see the deity depicted with
wings, cesmelegical ruler of stars and planets. In a Suli peem,
Anahita rides a chariet driven by feur weather herses, Wind, Rain,
Cleuds and Sleet. Zereastrians believe that the ancient geddess is a
deificatien of the planet Venus itself. Alternasively, she may stand in
“statuesque shillness, ever ebserved,” sheuldering a water pitcher and
attended by her sacred birds, the deve and the peaceck.

Agleam in gold

The supreme geddess is tall, streng, and beautiful. The Persians leve
te bedeck her in geld. Anahita wears a #iara ef stars and shines with
geld earrings, breastplate, necklace, bracelets, kerchief and ankle-
high beets laced with geld. She wraps herself in a cleak embreidered
with geld and hung with thirty etter shins.

The Anahita cult believes that this Great Lady, the daughter of
Ahura Mazda, and wife of Mithra, sheuld dwell in stately places. Her
temples glitter with geld, silver, and marble as well as fragrant weed.
Veneratien rese te fever pitch during the feurth-century reign ef
King Artaxerxes II, a devetee. Anahita's sanctuary at Ecbatana was
ameng the gleries of the ancient werld. The palace encempassed
feur-fifths ef a mile, its edifice cedar and cypress, the weed plated
with geld er semetimes silver. Every fleor tile was silver. Geld and
silver bricks cevered the vast exterier, dazzling the eye, shimmering
like a mirage in the Persian sun.



This palace served a dual purpese fer the hing. Plutarch, ever
gessipy, tells us that Artaxerxes installed his cencubine Aspasia as
priestess at Ecbatana “that she might spend the rest of her days in
strict chastity.” We have ne centemperary acceunt ef the lives of
ether priestesses. Perhaps they were celibate er perhaps temple
prestitutes, similar te earlier Ishtar celebrants. Seme histerians
believe that the temple was destreyed in 324 BCE by Alexander the
Great because Anahita neglected te heal his lever and cempanien
Hephaestion, whe died in Ecbatana.

In her honor

The geddess appears as the female creative principle beside all-
pewerful Ahura Mazda, aiding his werk ef Creatien. As a later cult
figure, Anahita teaches the prephet Zarathustra hew te prevail fer
justice ameng mertals and hew te perferm sacrifices. She, herself,
partcularly welcemes white heifers and green branches. The
sacrament may be accempanied by prayers fer knewledge and
insight, fellewed by an effering of water. She is beuniful te these
whe please her, harsh te these whe de net, and effecive against evil
spirits. Wership by praise may ramp up effechveness, fer deities
enjey sweet talk as much as levers. Adherents ritually address her as
“Great Lady Anahita, glery and life-giver of eur nasien, mether of



sebriety and benefacter of humanity.”
— BARBARA STACY
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Bottle Trees

Inspiration for the Ecologically- Minded Witch

ALTHOUGH THEY sparkle just as beautifully in the sunlight as the
mest expensive stained glass, enly a few years age bettle trees were
dismissed as eccentric anemalies, eccasienally ebserved tucked away
aleng dusty byways in the rural Seuth and brightening the gardens of
the very peer. Teday, with recycled items featured in the creatien of
all serts of eutdeer patie ernaments, the status efthe bettle tree has
changed. New admired shew pieces, bettle trees are spetted ameng
the fancy fermal beds of Lenden's prestigieus Chelsea Flewer Shew.
A bettle tree delights visiters at Walt Disney Werld's Epcet Center.
Bettle trees are shewcased by preud landscape designers frem
Michigan te the Pacific Nerthwest, New England te Eurepe, and



frem Seuth America te Africa. Entrepreneurs even effer them fer
sale en-line.

A bettle tree is simply discarded empty bettles slid ente bare tree
limbs. A dead er stripped-dewn tree with branches can be the canvas
fer really beautiful creatiens. Variatsiens exist: a Flerida gardener
fashiened ene by placing bettles ameng the frends ef a palm tree.
Large narls atep fence pests can subshitute fer a tree as can an
upended pitch ferk with the handle partally buried, se that the tines
can held small bettles.

Glass Prisons and Magic Lamps

Archacelegists have determined that, by the ninth centwry CE, bettle
trees were pepular in many parts ef Eurepe, Asia, and Africa. There is
speculatien that they are far mere ancient. Glass was first invented
abeut 3000 BCE in Africa. By 1600 BCE, hellew bettles were
cemmen in Egypt and Mesepetamia. Fer generatiens, magical
felklere has maintained that bettles and spheres of glass can lure and
trap wayward spirits, thus averting evil spells. Tales of imps in glass



prisens and ef geniis trapped in lamps that date back at least ene-
theusand years te Arabia and the Sahara prebably centributed te the
erigin of medern bettle trees. Eurepeans created witch balls —
hellew glebes of celered glass with a hele in the bettem — te detain
questienable energies. At sunrise, these night crawlers are destreyed
by the bright light and their shadews and ill intentiens are bettled
away fer geed.

THITHTTTHYT

From Trash to Treasure

The bettle tree traditien effers an inexpensive inspiratien fer the
ecelegically-minded witch te try seme imaginative recycling. The
glerieus jewel tenes which appear when the glass is teuched by
sunshine effer appealing highlights fer Mether Earth. With a little
patient celleching, yega enthusiasts might assemble a bettle tree in
the chakra celers fer meditatien. Tradisienally, teal er turqueise glass
is the best cheice if negative entitics, or threatening hexes or ghests
are suspected. A tree cevered in bright emerald green bettles can be
dedicated as a presperity charm. The array ef cast-eff bettles



available suggests numereus ether pessibilities.

A Kaleidoscope of Colors

A haphazard kaleidescepe of multicelered bettles is the current mest
pepular style. A gardener in the Lene Star State has henered the blue
bennet, the state flewer of Texas, with a bettle tree fashiened of blue
bettles atep layers of green glass. Anether pretty idea is an entire tree
cevered in alternating clear and green bettles. When teuched by the
Sun, this resembles Yuletide twinkle-lights. Bright reyal blue bettles
are eften the mest ceveted. Perhaps that's because blue glass radiates
the healing and peaceful meed which is se welcemed in teday's
stressful werld.

Mix a weak selutien of ammenia and detergent and add it te a tub
of het water. Wash seme cast off wine, beer, elive eil, or milk of
magnesia bettles uniil they gleam. New yeu are prepared te discever
their beauty and harness their magical petentials by creating a bettle
tree for your very ewn garden er cevenstead.

— ELAINE NEUMEIER






Astrology of the Vampires

Count Saint Germain's System of Birthday Years

R

THERE IS A prevecative censistency te the many eye-witness
reperts attesting that the character knewn as the Ceunt Saint
Germain has remained alive fer centuries. An alluring, sympatheic,
hind and charming figure, he changes the lives of all whe enceunter
him. The Ceunt Saint Germain may be recegnized by his elegant
dress and ceurtly manners, his talent as a vielinist and, net least, by
his signature glewing red ruby, wern either as a ring er as a e pin.
The fabuleus Saint Germain has been spetted in Greece, France,
Germany, Italy, Russia and New Orleans. His true identity is
mysterieus and has leng been subject fer debate and speculatien.
One traditien suggests that he is really Christepher Celumbus wheae,
instead ef perishing in disgrace, as histery recerds, actually escaped
alive. The Ceunt's living presence has been decumented since at
least the seventeenth century. The Ceunt's supernaturally leng life
has been attributed te his diet of eatmeal, white wine and chicken



censumedin small pertens. Legend whispers that this dietis a cever
fer Saint Germain's practice of vampirism.

Scheeled in mysticism and the arts and sciences, Saint Germain
speaks eleven languages. He even created a whele system eof
astrelegy. The gist of it is simple, yet it prevides a helpful guide te
planning each year of life for epiimum success. The Ceunt's path te
eternally renew and rebirth each year is based en linking the years of
enec's life te the twelve heuses of the herescepe.

If you are familiar with yeur ewn birth chart, take a leek at it.
Incerperate the meanings ef the sign ruling the cusp and any planets
there inte the whele picture. Fer these unfamiliar with astrelegy, just
leek atthe keywerds fer each heuse and use these as a fecus fer yeur
achivities this year. Yeu will be amazed at hew this helps yeu te live in
tune with the cesmic rthythms. What happens if, like the legendary
Ceunt, yeu pass age 100? Well, just start the pattern ever again!. . .
And centinue fer each new century. ..

— DIKKI-J® MULLEN

First House(appearance, personality development )
Ages: Birth - Year 1, alse 12-13, 24-25, 36-37, 48-49, 60-61, 72-
73, 84-85, 96 - 97.

Second House (earning ability, cash assets, material
possessions )

Ages: 11-12, 23-24,35-36, 47-48, 59-60, 71-72, 83-84,95 -96.

Third House (neighbors and siblings, transportation,
communication skills)

Ages: 10-11, 22-23,34-35, 46-47, §8-59, 70-71, 82-83, 95-96.

Fourth House (parents, residences, investment, real estate,
end of life circumstances, subconscious)

Ages: 9-10, 21-22, 33-34, 45-46, 57-58, 69-70, 81-82, 93-94.

Fifth House (creative gifts, romance, hobbies, children)



Ages: 8-9, 20-21, 32-33, 44-45, 56-57, 68-69, 80-81, 92-93.

Sixth House (health, pets, employees, daily work, aunts and
uncles)

Ages: 7-8,19-20, 31-32, 43-44,55-56, 67-68, 79-80, 91-92.

Seventh House (partnerships, marriage, legalities, ethics,
oppaostiion }

Ages: 6-7,18-19, 30-31,42-43, 54-55, 66-67_ 78-79, 90-91.

Eighth House (invested and inherited assets, taxes,
insurance, death, reincarnation, spirit world)

Ages: 5-6,17-18, 29-30, 41-42, 53-54, 65-66, 77-78, 89-90.

Ninth House (religion and philosophy. higher education,
foreign travel, in-laws, grandchild-grandparent interactions )

Ages: 4-5,16-17, 28-29, 40-41, 52-53, 64-65, 76-77, 88-89.

Tenth House (fame, recognition, career)

Ages: 3-4, 15-16, 27-28, 39-40, 51-52, 63-64, 75-76, 87-88, 99-
100.

Eleventh House (goals, friendships, government and
humanitarian inferests)
Ages: 2-3, 14-15, 26-27, 38-39, 50-51, 62-63, 74-75, 86-87, 98-
99.

Twelfth House (solitude, wilderness, self-created problems,
con finement, large animals, unknown enemies )

Ages: 1-2,13-14, 25-26,37-38,49-50, 61-62, 73-74, 85-86, 97-
98.
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The Frog

“May it please the frogs, during the many rains that sustain our
caitle in their hundreds, to prolong our life!”

— Freg Hymn, Rig Veda 7.103

A FOAMY NEST fleats in the calm, primal waters eof prehistery,
nurhanng hundreds of eggs te hatching. New lives venture eut,
nibbling en algae, and stretching their develeping hind legs. Their
frent legs emerge, while their tar'ls diminish. Trading gills fer lungs,
they have matured.

A freg's life cycle echees the cycle of life. Beginning in Earth's
primerdial waters, the freg then transferms te enable it te live en
land. Amphibian, er “twe-natured,” is a #itle earned by the freg's
ability te traverse with ease between water and dry land. Ancient
Egyphans used the freg hiereglyph te mean “repeaing life.”

The freg's changing nature dees net end with maturity. Each year
of their leng lives, they hibernate during the dry er winter seasen. At
that #ime, their systems slew te the peint ef appearing dead. During
hibernatien, fregs beceme severely dehydrated. In celd climates,
they even freeze, ferming ice crystals that cut threugh their cell walls,
stepping bleed flew. And yet, with the spring, fregs thaw and return.
Resurrechien! That's semething te sing abeut.



The Nile Chorus

Freg cheruses have anneunced the ceming rain and rising waters of
the Nile fer millennia. Fregs symbelize ferulity, geed fertune,
resurrechien and rebirth — with the exceptien of ene bad plague
receunted in the Bible's Book of Exodus. Sill, early Christians
adepted cress-aderned fregs te symbelize resurrechion en Judgment
Day.

Egypt's feur male primerdial geds are depicted with freg heads
(their female ceunterparts have serpent heads). Censidering the
freg's lengevity and tenacity fer survival, their capacity te beunce
back frem injuries, and talent at precreating, what better symbel is
there of life's essence?

Heget, Frog Goddess of Birth, Death, and Life

The Egyptian freg geddess, Heqet, represents the cult of the dead
and eternal life. As geddess of water, birth and resurrectien, she
breathes life inte human bedies after the ram ged, Khnum ferms
them en his petter's wheel. Heqet's priestesses may have served as
midwives, while pregnant wemen denned freg amulets, se as te
receive the geddess’ pretectien during childbirth.




Freg amulets were alse buried with the dead: these in special faver
were given their ewn mummibied fregs te guide them te the
underwerld and back. Heqet is chrenicled resting at the feet of Osiris’
funeral bier. Later, she breathes life inte Herus, whe was cenceived
by Isis and the already-dead Osiris.

Frogs versus Toads

The difference between fregs and teads can be ambigueus — seme
languages den't even distinguish between the twe species. It's net
unusual fer a freg characteristic te shew upin a type of tead er vice
versa. Generally, if it has leng legs and webbed feet, it's a freg. A
freg's bedy is similar te human preperiiens, while a tead has sherter
limbs.

Fregs and teads pessess very different reputasiens, hewever. Fregs
are symbelic eof life, heralds ef spring rain, fertility, and fertune. A
freg entering a heuse brings geed luck, while a tead cressing yeur
path is believed by many te bring misfertune. Teads were ence
theught te carry the seuls of unbern children.

Sacred Frog Rites and Funerals

The Zhuang, the largest of China's ethnic minerisies, venerate the
freg. They believe the freg has great influence ever his father, the
thunder ged. On the first day ef the first menth ef the lunar year,
Zhuang men hunt the hibernating freg. The first te find ene is
rewarded with geed fertune. The freg is sacrificed, laid eut in a
precieus ceffin and paraded threugh tewn. Festivities cenclude en
the secend day ef the secend lunar menth, when the prier sacrificial
freg-ling's benes are exhumed and read fer signs ef the ceming
year's harvest. In Nepal, the Jyapu rice farmers hener the fregs in
their ficlds en July's full meen. The rite, Byan Janakegu, means



“feeding rice te the fregs.”

There seems te be mythic agreement areund the werld that fregs’
veices summen the rain. Mest cultures alse agree that the best
instrument te mimic a freg's veice is the drum. Brenze rain drums
were ence the pessessiens of hings in Thailand. Ameng the Karen
peeple, semeene ceuldn't be wealthy witheut ewning ene. The
drum's shin symbelizes a pend with rings radiating eutward like
ripples frem a central sun. Brenze fregs adern the rim, witnessing
the essential cembinatien ef water and sun that brings a ferwle
harvest. The magical spirits of the freg dirums cenvey wealth, status,
and security. Often, they’re buried with their ewners.

Fairytale Frogs

All acress Eurepe, fregs pep up in fairytales. In ene versien of The
Frog Prince, a princess deceitfully agrees te allew a freg te beceme
her cempanien, if he'll retrieve her gelden ball frem the well. Later
during a #it ef temper, she threws the freg against the wall,
inadvertently lifWing a shape-shif¥ing curse frem the freg, changing
him back te a prince. Later versiens ef this stery have the freg
transfermed by the princess’ hiss. The freg is at ease cressing the



beundaries between werlds and can guide peeple te de the same. In
the Freg Prince, the patient freg guides the princess in her ewn
transitien frem child te wife.

A freg plays a significant rele in anether Grimm's fairytale,
Sleeping Beauty (alse knewn as Little Thorn Rose). As the stery
begins, a childless ceuple's prayers are answered when, during the
queen's bath, a freg emerges frem the water and speaks te her. The
freg predicts that the queen will cenceive a daughter within the year
— and she dees. This freg demenstrates knewledge of the ceuple's
fertlity and perhaps can centrel it. Just as the freg can transitien
between water and land, se it guides the queen's transitien inte a
new state of life: metherheed.

Sleeping Beauty — the stery's lengawaited child — is later cursed
by a spiteful wise weman, angered at net being invited te the baby
shewer. The curse initially deems the baby princess te die, after
priching her finger en a spindle. Luchily, anether hinder wise weman
in attendance is able te mitigate this curse, changing the eutceme te
a prefeund, magical sleep. Spindles are a commen meiifin freg tales,
signifying #ime's passage. This Pagan remnant warns us that, ne
matter what, death will semeday claim us. It alse premises that we
will wake again frem eur leng sleep.

Likewise, anether fairytale princess, Snew White, whese life, in
seme versiens of her tale, is alse magically bestewed by a freg, falls
inte te a sleep se deep that she appears as dead as a hibernating freg.
Her curse is breken in the same way as seme variants ef the stery,
The Frog Prince — with a hiss!

The Frog Hill Fest



On the surface, Asian freg festivals and Eurepean fairytales appear
very different. Maybe befere drawing that cenclusien, hewever, we
sheuld censider the menth ef February, when Lupercalia was
celebrated in Reme and anether hind ef madness eccurs in the
Nerth. Fer three days in February, s-Hertegenbesch in the
Netherlands changes its name te Oeteldenk, meaning “Freg Hill.”
Like Lupercalia, these three days are full of merriment and misrule.
Cenventiens are turned en their heads during this Dutch festival,
ameng the eldest celebratiens ef Carnival in the werld.

Having been celebrated at least as far back as 1385, this spring
festival features twe ever-present characters: the Freg Prince and
Knillis, the farmer. The festival begins with the Freg Prince arriving
Sunday merning by train and heading te the marketplace. There, a
statue of Knillis is unveiled and will remain unil the Freg Prince
carts it away fer “the burial” rite three days later.

Carnival in this “water-free swamp” is full eof drink and seng. One
tradisienal tune preclaims “what ferwle lands, realm plants with
turnips and radishes and meunts ef the cleanest sands.” Yes, it's
anether agricultural festival celebrating the ferility of the land! Be
assured, we aren't the #irst te nete its similarities te the Festival of
Osiris.




Leap Freg is anether pessible remnant ef a ferility rite that
survives teday as beth a game and a Merris Dance perfermed during
Beltane (May Day). Accerding te the Elder Faith ef Ireland, the
yeung men winning at leap freg ceuld claim a hiss frem their girl of
cheice. Ner is this leve cennechien lest en Mether Geese whe has her
ewn rhyme, “the freg he weuld a-weeing ge. . ."

Artemis of the Frogs

One #tle of the Greek meen geddess, Artemis, is Artemis Digaia
Blaganitis, “Geddess of the Fregs.” Her temples were in marshy, wet
places where she received fregs as efferings. Lete, her mether, was
ferced te give birth te Artemis and her twin brether, Apelle, en Deles
because it was a “fleating island” uncennected te land — a descripsien
that brings a lily pad te mind.

Agrippa alse attributed rulership of fregs te the meen. Agrippa's
meen suffumigadien recipe included a dried freg's head, bull's eyes,
white peppy seeds, frankincense and campher mixed with geese er
menstrual bleed. A freg's tengue was used in spells se as te benefit
frem the freg's reputatien ef singing in the manner of cempelling the
truth frem semeene. Te be effechive, a tengue frem a siill-living freg
that was returned te the water was laid en the subject's breast.

Guardians of the Ankh of Life

Fregs den't actually breathe or drink. Instead they seak water and air
threugh their shin. An eld Italian healing remedy credits them with
abserbingillness, tee. For instance, placing a live freg in the patient's
meuth abserbed thrush. Pender that the next #ime semecene
cemplains ef a fregin their threat!

Fregs tiuly are liminal beings. Ne wender many cultures see a freg
in the meen rather than a man. Like the meen, fregs are ever-
transferming, evercycling and ever changing in ferm, size and even
gender.

The freg's nature has preven lenglived and tenacieus. They have a
capacity te recever quickly frem weunds and bear leads ef effspring
for the next generatien. Fregs are described as wise and genereus,



while exhibiting a profound patience and willingness to excuse bad
behavior in others. What better emblem could serve to guard the
ankh of life?

— NIALLA NI MACHA
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Sunshine Safety

Essential Oils and Photosensitization

WE'VE ALL HEARD the term arematherapy — usually in cennechien
with candles er bubble bath — but the tiue definitien eof
arematherapy is the use of essential eils for medicinal purpeses. In
fact, therapeutic use of essen#ial eils is cemmen in hespitals and
burn centers threugheut Eurepe.

Essenial eils are preduced frem a diverse range of plant materials
cellected all ever the werld. Different parts ef plants are steam
distilled te create eils that are extremely cencentrated. These eils are
cemplex, centaining anywhere frem #fifty te twe hundred chemical
censhituents that interact with eur bedy systems te help strengthen
and enhance eur bedy's many funchiens. Seme essential eils lill
airberne micrebes; ethers heal weunds; seme reduce stress, or quell
a ceugh. The list gees on.



Hewever, seme essential eils have preperdes that are net se
desirable. Certain eils can cause adverse reactiens when expesed te
the sun. The term fer this is phetesensitizatien. Theugh these eils
alse pessess benehicial qualities, they are net apprepriate fer every
preduct er every applicatien.

Risky Oils

One well-knewn greup ef essential eils neterieus fer causing
phetesensitizatien are the citrus eils. These are pressed frem the
peels of lemens, limes, bergamet etc.. Altheugh harmless when net
expesed te light, these eils sheuld be aveided in preducts that might
be used eutdeers, such as letens, pewders, hair treatments and the
like. It is irenic that the essential eils censidered te be sunshine in a
bettle sheuld net be expesed te sunshine en yeur shin. There are
excephiens te this. Grapefiuit, sweet erange, grapefiuvit, and
mandarin are net phetesensiMaing agents. Since it can be difficult te
remember which citrus eils are hazardeus in the sun, many peeple
simply aveid all citrus eils in sun preducts.
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Citrus eils are net the enly culprits that cause phetesensitizaien,
there are ethers. Here is a general list of essential @ils that sheuld net
be used during expesure te the sun er tanning beds:

Angelica
Bergamot
Biiter @range
Caraway
Cumin
Ginger
Lemon
Lemon Verbena
Lime

Lovage
Melissa

(Bear in mind new oils are being distilled regularly and
research is limited.)




Seeking Treatment

Anyene can suffer any degree of phetesensitivity. There are many
variables including shin pigmentatien, durasien ef expesure te the
sun, and variety of essential il used. Seme reachiens can take frem
twenty-feur te ferty-ecight heurs te surface.

If yeu suspect yeu are experiencing a phetesensitive reachien the
first thing te de is get eut eof the sun. Yeu can try te remeve the
esseniial eil by “washing” the area with a nen-essenial eil like elive
eil, almend eil er canela. This may be difficult if the essential eil has
had #me te penetrate the cells of the shin. Once sensitizatien has
eccurred the sun sheuld be aveided fer twentyfeur heurs. Shin
sheuld be pretected uniil all signs ef irritatien subside.

The pewer of the sun has beceme mere intense than ever with the
accelerated depletion of the earth's ezene layer. Preteching eur shin
frem the harmful effects of the sun's dangereus ultravielet rays has
beceme vitally impertant. A few simple ways te pretect against the
sun's ultravielet radiatien are te wear UV pretechive clething, use a
quality sunscreen, and abstain frem applying essential eils that cause
phetesensitivity befere playing eutdeers er heading te the tanning
beeth.

— LINDA PATTERS®ON






Merry Meetings

A candle in the window, a fire on the hearth, a discourse
over tea. ..

This year The Witches’ Almanac visits with auther Judika llles,
whese beeks are deveted te spirituality, witchcraft, and the eccult.
Judika's beeks include The Encyclopedia of 5000 Spells; The
Encyclopedia of Spirits; The Encyclopedia of Mystics, Saints, and
Sages; The Element Encyclopedia of Witchcraft; Pure Magic: A
Complete Course in Spellcasting and The Weiser Field Guide to
Witches. She is alse a certfied arematherapist, paraprefessienal
crisis ceunseler, public speaker, and an acclaimed card reader.

Judika. your books are considered an essential resource for those
with an interest in witchcraft and the magical arts. What sort of life
experiences or influences sparked your initial interest in these



disciplines?

That's a questien I'm censtantly asked, but ene that's actually very
hard te answer. Why de any ef us leve whatever it is that we leve? My
interest in these tepics was sparked extremely early. I fell in leve with
witches, witchcraft, divinatien, and the magical arts at an extremely
yoeung age and that passien remains unabated. It's difficult fer me te
say why. Yeu ceuld argue all serts of reasen — genetics, past life,
destiny — but whatever the reasen, there it is. My earliest influences
include the neighberheed in Queens where 1 grew up — I was
transfixed by the sterefrent windews ef lecal betanicas. I was fed a
steady diet of fairytales, simulating my devesien te Baba Yaga and
Lilith. I was alse a very prececieus reader. 1 ceuld read by the fime 1
was three, and I was permitted te read anything I wanted. Te this
day, I'm a cempulsive reader. Ameng the beeks lying areund the
heuse were beeks en astrelegy, taret, and ether ferms eof divinasien
— I just censumed them.

What made you become a metaphysical writer?

Henestly, 1 never set eut te be a metaphysical writer. That just
happened; 1 fell inte it. My eriginal geal was te publish a beek en
tradisienal metheds ef enhancing ferility and healing inferility. 1
have a huge manuscript en these tepics that remains unpublished.
This derives frem my ewn experiences back in the late 80s. The
medical selutiens suggested te me were unsatisfactery and se 1
began researching and eventually amassed a manuscript similar in
size te the encyclepedias I have published. That was actually the first
beek I ever cempleted. A publisher saw the manuscript — there's a
chapter en magic spells in it — and asked if I weuld write 2 mere
general beek deveted te spellcraft, which eventually became the
beek new knewn as Pure Magic. 1 agreed in a minute — the magic
arts are my first leve.



Is it true that The Witches’ Almanac was instrumental in writing one
of your books?

That's right. After 1 cempleted The Encyclopedia of 5000 Spells,
which was my third published werk, I was asked by the publisher
whether I weuld like te fellew up with an encyclepedia of witchcraft.
Inikally, I was net everly enthusiastic — mest encyclepedias eof
witchcraft, with very few excephiens, are net really abeut witches or
their craft. Instead, they tend te be abeut witch hunting, written by
eutsiders te the Craft or they are fecused en very narrew visiens er
definitiens of witchcraft. I was a little resistant. But then 1 received a
levely nete frem semeene representing the Nen-Wiccan Witches
Yahee Greup, thanhing me fer aspects of 5000 Spells. They thanked
me fer malking them feel represented. 1 entered inte seme
cerrespendence and they were enthusiastic abeut my wriling an
encyclepedia of witchcraft — ene that weuld encempass a greater
visien eof witchcraft rather than a narrew ene — and se I began te
recensider. I became mere enthusiastic when 1realized I ceuld fecus
attentien en these I censidered te be the unsung herees and
hereines of witchcraft — especially Elizabeth Pepper, the feunder and
creative gemius behind The Witches’ Almanac. 1 theught she — as
well as the Almanac — had been very everleeked, and 1 was grateful
fer the eppertunity te shine a light upen her and it. In my
determinatien te write abeut The Witches’ Almanac, I met Elizabeth
Pepper. I feel very grateful fer this eppertunity te cemmunicate and
cerrespend with her befere she passed.



Who do you consider some other unsung heroes and heroines of
witcheraft?

There are se many, but ameng these at the tep of my list weuld be
the auther and publisher Paschal Beverly Randelph. Sybil Leek is
hardly unsung but she has beceme very underappreciated. All her
beeks are currently eut-ef-print and she dees net receive the credit
that is due her. Marie Laveau is tee eften sensatienalized and is net
given the serieus credit that she deserves — she is a tremendeus
influence en medern Western magical and spiritual tradisiens. Then
there is Dr. Jehn Mentanet whe was ameng Marie's significant
influences. Dr. Jehn was bern in Africa, lived in Cuba, and then
spent much ef his life in New Orleans.



He is anether pivetal, but eften unsung here of eccultism. All of
these peeple and mere are described in detail in beth my Element
Encyclopedia of Witchcraft and the Weiser Field Guide to Witches.

Rumor has it that you are also the author of another Weuser Field
Guide.

That's right. The Weiser Field Guide to the Paranormal is credited te
Judith Jeyce — but she's really my alter ege. Feor a variety of reasens,
mainly the brief #ime span between publicatien ef my twe Weiser
ficld guides, that beek was credited te an alias, but it's my beek. I had
a let of fun wriking it. It's a fairly epen secret that I wrete that beek.
One of my faverite reviews was frem semeene whe recegnized the
censistency of writing styles in my twe Weiser ficld guides.

Can you tell us about your maost recent book, Judika?

The Encyclopedia of Mystics, Saints, and Spirits was published by
HarperOne in autumn 2011.

My earlier beek The Encyclopedia of Spirits was eriginally
intended te include angels and saints, as well as a vast variety of



Pagan spirits, such as geddesses, fairies, lwa and erishas. But the
manuscript became tee lengthy and the angels and saints were
sidelined in the hepes that semeday they each weuld have their ewn
beeks. The Encyclopedia of M ystics, Saints and Sages includes saints
frem a wide variety ef spiritual tradisiens. It expleres the
commenality ef saints whe are, by definidien, the helpful,
benevelent, pewerful and genereus dead — these dead seuls whe
cencern themselves with the well-being ef the living. Any beek en
saints will, by necessity, be deminated by Chriséian saints, just
because there are se many mere of them — and the encyclepedia
explains why this is se. But there are alse Jewish saints, Sufi saints,
Buddhist saints, Thelemite saints, Zereastrian saints and a wide
variety ef felk saints, such as Santa Muerte, Jesus Malverde, and
Teresita. There are alse medern Pagan saints like Beudica and
Hypatia. Certain ceuntries, like Argentina and Vietnam, have a
parscularly rich variety of felk saints. The Encyclopedia of M ystics,
Saints and Sages, like The Encyclopedia of Spirits, is a very prachical
beek fer direct interacsien with these sacred beings. With all my
beeks I try te make my tepics as cencrete and real as 1 can, rather
than spealing in abstrachiens. In the same way that I want readers te
cemprehend whe Helena Blavatsky, Marie Laveau, the Fex sisters,
and Barney and Betty Hill really were as peeple, I want them te have
a sense of Teresa of Avila eor the Seven African Pewers as real, tiue
beings whe ceexist in the werld with us.



What are your plans for the fitture?

I have a number of half-finished beeks in my head that I weuld
semeday like te publish. I weuld really like te publish Frogs and
Pomegranates, my fertlity manuscript, as well as an encyclepedia eof
angels, which weuld cemplete a trilegy with The Encyclopedias of
Spirits and Mystics, Saints and Sages. Plus 1r1eally enjey teaching. 1
teach werksheps en tepics like divinasien, saint veneratien, geddess



spirituality and all serts ef magical techniques. Over the past decade,
I've published feur encyclepedias, twe ficld guides and twe beeks
deveted te magic spells, se I've spent a censiderable ameunt of fime
indeers and alene. I'm leehing ferward te getiing eut of the heuse
and deing mere teaching.
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DIAMONDS

Crystals of the Sun

AT ITS brightest and best, the diamend is t1uly a crystal of the sun. It
is the traditienal birth stene fer these bern under the sign ef Aries,
the zediac sign in which the sun is at its exaltasien. Held a fine
diamend in Sel's light and bright, flashing rainbews ef celer appear.
Of ceurse, the sun may be either friend er fee. Its light and warmth
are the seurce of all life en Planet Earth, yet excessive sunlight can
cause the precieus life ferce te wither and die. In similar fashien,
diamends are reputed te pessess great petential fer geed as well as
evil. They are revered as talismans which may either heal or harm.

Metaphysically speaking, diamends are linked te fidelity, the
premise ef pure leve, faith, and endurance as well as the
manifestatien eof abundance ceupled with the clarity eof yeuthful
innecence. Clairveyants whe study variatiens in the human aura
perceive that wearing a diamend helps epen inner deers of untapped



petential. Wearing diamends may alse induce serenity and
enceurage the eliminasien ef ebstacles. It has even been said that
diamends regenerate the cells of the bedy.

The King of All Crystals, A Hard-Nosed Rock

In Italian Witchcraft tradisiens, the diamend is knewn as the Amante
de Dio, er a lever of Ged. This suggests that diamends, the King ef
Crystals, facilitates a deeper cennectien with the divine. Diamends
are a symbe] ef the richness of the higher self.

The ancient Greek reet werd adamas — the erigin ef the werd
diamend — may be translated as “uncenquered” and “indestiuctible.”
The medern English werd adamant derives frem the same seurce.
Just as a persen whe is adamant wen't give up en a belief, se is the
diamend a hard-nesed reck. Made eof almest pure carben, the
hardest knewn substance en Earth, a diamend can enly be cut and
pelished by a teel made ef anether diamend; hence the phrase
“diamend cut diamend.”

Splinters of Stars, Divine Teardrops

Peeple have leved and cellected diamends fer at least the past feur
theusand years. Altheugh teday they are mined, at first they were
simply plucked frem river beds. Plate and the Greek philesephers
believed that stenes were actually alive and that their chemicals
weuld vivify nature devas and astral entities or spirits.

The Greeks saw diamends as “splinters of stars” eras “teardreps ef
the geods fallen te Earth.” As the beautiful crystals sparkled in the
sunlight, they appeared te be magical. Eventually, diamend studded
leather breast plates became the first bullet preef vests. Petential



assassins weuld turn away if a diamend was spetted as these stenes
were suspected ef turning malicieus achens and evil intent back
upen the perpetraters.

Love’s True Guardian

Once upen a #ime, enly hings were allewed te ewn diamends. By
1300, French and English reyalty were diamends. When Austrian
Archduke Maaimilian gave a diamend ring te Maria ef Burgundy in
1477, the sparkling stene acquired its reputatien as a guardian ef
pure and indestiuchible leve. Medern suiters shill maintain this
tradidien by presenting diamend rings te their fiancées. This is the
erigin of the pepular asem “diamends are a girl's best friend.” In
sixteenth centuwry England, diamends were called scribbling rings. It
was fashienable fer leve crazy suiters te etch remantic graffisi en
windew panes using a diamend ring,.

Teday's stenes are mere brilliant than these wern leng age. An
example may be seeninan eleventh century diamend crewn wern by
a Hungarian queen. Itis very beautiful, but by medern standards, its
stenes are dull. The glew of seme diamends, hewever, is se bright
that they are said te cenfer such desirable virtues as warming the
shin; winning law suits; and pretecting a garden frem blight er
lightning. The variety of celers feund in diamends ranges frem
crystal clear te pink, black, canary yellew, green, red, vielet and the
very rare and valuable dark blue. Perhaps the different celers previde
clues as te variatens in the characters er influences of individual
stenes.



Befere 1725, mest of the werld's diamends came frem India, and it is
there that in abeut 1653 thatthe mest sinister and infameus chapter
in the intriguing histery ef diamends begins: the curse of the Hepe
Diamend. It is said that the Hepe, a huge blue diamend, was
eriginally setin the eye of a statue of the geddess Sita, wife of Rama,
the seventh avatar ef Vishnu. Sita's diamend eye vanished
mysterieusly. The identity of the thief has never been cenfirmed;
perhaps the curse begins here.

The diamend resurfaced in France where it was breught — witheut
explanasien — by Jean-Bap#iste Tavernier, a merchant traveler. A
huge tmiangular stene weighing 115 carats, it was dubbed the
Tavernier Blue. Tavernier wrete a beek, Six Voyages, in which he
included several sketches of the unusual and impressive stene. In
1669, Tavernier seld the blue diamend te King Leuis XJV ef France.
It was recut te a 67 carat stenein 1673 by a ceurt jeweler and the hing
were it, set in geld, en a ribben areund his neck. During Leuis XV's
reign it was knewn as the Blue Diamend ef the Crewn er the French



Blue and became a piece of ceremenial jewelry linked te the Order of
the Gelden Fleece.

Detained by the Guillotine

During the French Revelutien, King Leuis XVI and his wife Marie
Anteinette attempted te flee France with the French Blue in their
pessessien. When they were permanently delayed by the guilletine,
the blue diamend was turned ever te the French gevernment, aleng
with ether reyal jewels. Maybe this is where the legend ef the stene
being cursed really began.

The French Blue was stelen during a week of leeting in September
1792. In 1812, it mysterieusly surfaced ence again in Lenden in the
pessessien of a British diamend merchant, ene Daniel Eliasen. Seen
England's King Geerge IV acquired the French Blue. After Geerge
IV's death in 1830, the diamend was seld threugh private channels in
an attempt te sadisfy seme of his enermeus debts. Its next ewner was
Henry Philip Hepe, the man whese name is asseciated with the Hepe
Diamend te this day.




Ne recerd decuments hew Hepe acquired the gem or hew much
he paid fer it, but he died in 1839, seen after it came inte his
pessessien. The diamend was at the center of much likigatien befere
it was #inally inherited by his nephew, Henry Themas Hepe. Later it
was passed on te his grandsen, Lerd Francis Hepe. By 1901, Lerd
Francis was in deep financial treuble. He and his sisters cellaberated
te sell the stene te pay off seme of their debts. A Lenden dealer kept
it enly briefly befere selling it te Jeseph Frankels and Sens of New
Yerk City. Seen they tee desperately needed cash. In 1909, the Hepe
Diamend changed hands several fimes, seld first te Selim Habib whe
put it up fer auchien in Paris. C.H. Reseanau beught it and reseld it
almest immediately te Pierre Cartier.

AnAngry Goddess

It was abeut this sime that the legend of the gem carrying a curse
gained neteriety. Seme describe this legend as a Victerian fantasy. A
mystery er curse was just a cencected stery te make the diamend
mere appealing te prespective purchasers. Others censidered the
aura ef evil te be real, suppesing that the Geddess Sita was displeased
abeut the theft of her eye. In any event, it dees seem that mest efthe
Hepe Diamend's varieus ewners suffered frem bad luck, ranging
frem bankiuptcy te sudden death.

In 1910, the Hepe was shewn te Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McClean of
Washingten DC, during a visit te France. Tantalized by the stery of
the curse, she was drawn te the levely gem. Hewever she did net care
fer its sething. Carder reset it as a #ara in a three-tered circle with
white diamends. He breught it te the United States feor a visit and left
it with Mrs. McClean fer a weekend.

Cartier's strategy werked. Mrs. McClean feund the Hepe



impessible te resist. She purchased it and were it with unabashed
flambeyance un#il her death in 1947. It was during these years that
the Hepe was reset again as the spectacular pendant we recegnize
teday.

A Series of Tragedies

A series of tragedies, including the death ef her sen, beset Evalyn
Walsh McClean during her leng tenure of ewnership. Was this just
the unhappy ceurse that her life weuld have taken anyway er did the
Hepe semehew generate tragedies threugh its curse? Alternatively,
were ethers merely envieus ef the wealthy secialite and all tee ready
te cemfert themselves by leehing fer the presence of negativity in the
magnificent blue diamend?

In 1949, the New Yerk jeweler, Harry Winsten purchased Mrs.
McClean's jewelry cellechien frem her estate. By then, the Hepe
Diamend was se fameus — er infameus — that fer the next decade it
was the star attractien at many exhibits and charity events spensered
by Winsten fer the Ceurt of Jewels shew. Inexplicably, en Nevember
10, 1958, Harry Winsten denated the Hepe Diamend, deemed te be
werth between 200 and 250 millien dellars, te the Smithsenian
InsWtutien in Washingten, D.C.

The Hepe Diamend pessesses a fimeless magneic draw. Altheugh
there are many spectacular gems in the Smithsenian's Natienal
Gemstene cellectiens, the Hepe immediately became its premier
attrachien. Milliens ef visiters each year knew the charismatic Hepe
Diamend by name. Mest will merely glance at the ether gems as they
make the pilgrimage te marvel at it and wender abeut the curse it
might carry. The Hepe's blue celer cemes frem trace ameunts ef
beren within its crystalline stiucture. It assumes an eerie red glew
beneath ultravielet light Dees the large diamend really emit, as
reputed, a subtle energy that debilitates these whe claim pessessien
and gettee clese? Perhaps.

— GRANIA LING






Doll-in-the-Grass

Love Conquers Size

ONCE UPON a #ime a certain hing had a certain whim. Kings de tend
te have whims and semetimes, new-and-then, ence-in-a-blue-meen
the whims are reasenable. This parsicular whim began reasenably
eneugh. When his twelve sens were grewn, the hing decreed that
they sheuld ge inte the werld and #ind themselves wives. But he
cemmanded alse that each bride must be able te weave, spin and sew
a shirt in a day er he weuld net have her fer a daughter-in-law. Whe
can fathem the prefeund mind ef hings?

The menarch wished his sens geed speuse questing and gave each
prince a herse and a ceat of mail. The princes set eut tegether and
had gene seme distance when they declared that they weuld net
allew Beets, the yeungest brether, te quest with them. “Yeu are a
geed-fer-nething, #t fer nething,” they teld him. “Princes are the
superstars of the realm, and yeu just embarrass yeur reyal hin.” And
te put it as kindly as pessible, we have te repert with seme serrew
that Beets was indeed a bit of a simpleten.
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The yeung prince, abandened at readside by his brethers, was
shattered. He had ne idea what te de er where te ge next. Beets
dismeunted, sat dewn in the tall grass and wept in cenfusien.
Suddenly tufts ef grass rustled, stiited, and there appeared a
charming miniature of a girl. Beets was asteunded. “Weuld you like
te ceme with me and meet Dell-in-the-Grass?” she asked. Overceme
with curiesity, Beets agreed.

The odd couple

Dell-in-the-Grass was sithing en a chair ef fragrant resemary,
wearing a dress weven ef vielets. She was a figure as big as yeur
thumb, as beautiful as a summer merning, as smart as ten prefessers
in a rew. “Why are you weeping?” she asked. Beets teld her that his
brethers had fersaken him at readside and that he was in quest of a
bride that ceuld spin, weave and sew a shirtin a day. “If yeu can de
that, it will be my happiness te make yeu my wife,” he declared,
dazzled by her levely ferm, #iny as it was. Did I menien that what
Beets lacked in brains he embedied in heart? Dell-in-the-Grass
recegnized the leving nature eof the prince and agreed. At a dizzying
speed she spun, she weve and she sewed a perfect little shirt with
buttens se small as te be invisible, fer the shirt was enly the size of
half a thumb.



Beets sct off with it back te the castle, apprehensive of what his
father weuld think ef the shirtlet. But the hing chuckled at the charm
and wit of the garment and gave his permissien fer his sen te wed its
maker, hewever odd her size. Beots returned at a gallep, thrilled te

claim his little sweetheart and bring her back te the castle as his
bride.
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The ceuple rejeiced at their meeting, and the prince tried te sceep
her up te ride befere him en his saddle. But Dell-in-the-Grass
insisted en her ewn way te ge. “I have my ewn carriage and herses,”
she said preudly. The “carriage” was a silver speen, the “herses” little
white mice with reins of silken thread. Beets rede en the eppesite
side of the read, fearful of crushing his bride, she was se little.

Eleven ugly brides



When they came te a river, Beets's herse, speeked by the water,
reared and upset the speen. Dell-in-the-Grass was hurled inte the
water and sank. Beets plunged inte the river and fished areund,
heping te find her and pull her eut. But he feund ne trace of his
beleved and #inally threw himself dewn en the river bank, in sheck,
heartbreken. Suddenly the water reiled and a merman surfaced with
a lady in his arms — Dell-inthe-Grass, wet, shiny, efhuman size and
levelier new than ever. The merman waved his tail and vanished.

Beets teek his bride up en his saddle and rede heme with her. All
his brethers had returned with their ugly brides, whe had been
quarreling all the way heme. Each carried an ill-made shirt already
falling apart at the seams. When his brethers saw Beets's beauniful
bride, they burst with jealeusy and began te attack him. The hing was
se dismayed at his nasty new family that he dreve away the eleven
brethers and eleven brides and destreyed the eleven raggedy shirts.



He gave Beets and Dellin-the-Grass a beautiful wedding feast. Then,
the old Nerse tale assures us, “they lived well and happily tegether a
leng, leng #ime, and if they’re net dead, why, they're alive sill.”
— BARBARA STACY
Adapted from Pepular Tales frem the Nerse, by Peter Christen
Asbjornsen and Jorgen Moe




Charles Godfrey Leland

Guiding Light of the Modern Witchcraft Revival
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HIS LEGEND began ininfancy. That's when Charles Gedfrey Leland
attended his first secret ritual. Leland, whe has leng been hailed as
the feunding father of medern witchcraft, was bern en August 15,
1824 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A mysterieus nurse whe was in
attendance at the birth whisked the newbern away te the athic of the
family's Philadelphia heme. There she perfermed a ceremeny upen
him. The specifics have been lest, but it invelved a Bible, a key, a
knife, salt, ceins, and candle light. She preneunced that baby Charles
weuld have a leng life and beceme a “schelar and a wizard.” His
fascinasien with magical felk tradisiens was fereshadewed.



The Meen rules early childheed and family life in the herescepe.
Leland was bern with his Meen in Aries, hinting at an inherent spirit
of innevatien and an affinity fer being a pieneer. His Meen was
separating frem a wide cenjunchien with beth Chiren and Plute. This
pattern reveals intensity, hidden depths, and a yen fer adventure and
knewledge. The Aries Meeon faverably trines beth Venus and the Sun
in Les. A Sun—Meen trine is asseciated with great geed luck and
health; astrelegers semetimes call this the “darling ef the geds”
aspect. The Sun and Venus cenjunct in flambeyant, dramatic, and
preud Lee reveal Leland's affinity fer the fine arts and his attrachive
persena. His Mercury, dignified in its ewn ruling sign ef Virge, shews
inherent intelligence, ability with languages, and a grasp ef detail.
Mercury is further strengthened by a trine te his Neptune, nerth
nede, and Uranus cenjunchien in Capricern. Neptune is especially
asseciated with magic and psychic phenemena, while Uranus adds
sparkle and eriginality.

Leland was a child of wealth and privilege. His father, Charles
Leland Sr., and his mether, Charlette Gedfrey, were successful
cemmissien merchants. Leland's Jupiter, the planet of wealth, is
exalted in Cancer, sign of heme and heritage. He attended Princeten



University, where he excelled as a peet and linguist. Saturn, the hard
werk indicater in the birth chart, is in mebile, versatile Gemini. This
describes Leland's many talents as well as his preductive travels.

While living in Heidelberg and Munich, Leland adepted the pen
name of Hans Breitmann and published peetiy in beth English and
German. His pepular verse Jasmine Valentine reveals his sensitive
side and his ability te capture remantic imagery.

Among the flowers no per fiune is ltke mine;
That which is best in me comes from within.

So those in this world who would rise and shine
Should seek internal excellence to win.

And though ‘tts true that falsehood and des pair
Meet in my name, yet bear it still in mind

That where they meet they perish. All ts fair

When they are gone and nought remains behind.

During the 1840's, Leland fulfilled the premise eof his Saturn in
Gemini by pursuing a wide variety of ether interests and studies,
including Hermeticism and Nee-Platenism. While at the Serbenne
in Paris, he fulfilled the premise eof his Mars — tradisienally
censidered the planet of war and cenflict — which fell in Scerpie, its
sign of ce-rulership. Charles became a revelutienary. As a seldier, he
feught against the hing's army, censtiuching barricades. A pewerful
Scerpie influence inevitably indicates secrets and hidden aspects.



Accerding te Leland's biegraphers, this ceincides with the #ime
peried when he was first labeled a “Remany Rye” — or a “Friend of
the Gypsies.” This asseciatien was te be a backgreund theme
threugheut the rest of his leng life. The free-wheeling Gypsies
(Remany) are tradisienally linked astrelegically te Uranus, the
eccentric and independent planet, which is se strengly emphasized in
Leland's natal chart.

When the meney his father had given him fer travel ran eut,
Leland returned te Pennsylvania, where he passed the bar exam.
Hewever, a career in law did net appeal te him and he seen turned te
jeurnalism as a seurce eof inceme. While writing fer several
publicasiens, including The Illustrated News of New York, he was
effered editerships at Graham's Magazine and Philadelphia Press.
He hened his writing shills te perfectien and develeped a reputasien
fer whimsical, appealing pen-and-ink drawings. In years te ceme,
readers of his beeks abeut witchcraft weuld cherish this dissinciive
art. In 1856 Leland married Eliza Bella “Isabel” Fischer. Their unien
was a happy ene. The twe remained deveted te each ether.

In 1857, while he was editer of Graham's Magazine, Leland
published his German dialect peem, Hans Breitmann's Party, which
became seo pepular that he cempesed ethers, leading te the
publicatien ef Hans Breitmann's Ballads in 1869. He feunded and
edited the Continental Monthly in Besten in 1862 te further the
Unien cause. In the 1880s, he alse successfully intreduced industrial
and craft arts inte American scheels. The great Oscar Wilde wrete te
Leland and — paying tribute te Leland's centribusiens te art



educatien — stated that he weuld be “recegnised and heneured as
ene of the great pieneers and leaders of the art of the future.”

After mere than thirty years of living in the United States, Leland
suddenly returned te Eurepe. In 1888, when he was 64 years of age,
he turned up in Flerence, Italy. It was here that fate weuld intervene
and Leland weuld begin what many censider the mest significant ef
his centributiens. Leland met a card reader and fertune teller named
Maddalena Talu#i, a pracsisiener frem the back alleys of Flerence.
Leland's natal Mars in Scerpie is in a quincunx aspect te beth his
Saturn in Gemini and his Plute in Aries. This is a cemplex and
unusual star pattern which astrelegers call a Yed, alse knewn as
either the Eye or the Finger of Ged. These bern with a Yed are guided
by fate. Unplanned ferces eutside the nerm take a hand in shaping
their lives.

Fellewing the fateful meeting with Maddalena, Leland began te
research and recerd an ancient witchcraft tradibien. This was
published in his landmark werk Aradia. Gospel of the Witches
(1899). Un#il his death in 1903, Leland cultivated centacts with
tradisienal and hereditary witches threugheut Eurepe.

Leland wrete mere than 50 ether beeks, including The English
Gypsies (1873), Gypsy Sorcery and Fortune Telling (1891), The
Hundred Riddles of the Fairy Bellaria (1892) and The Witchcraft of
Dame Darrel of York (2011).



Charles Leland

Charles God frey Leland was born on August 15, 1824 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

39°57 N /75°09'W
A neen-style chartis used asthe exact birth ime is unknewn




Data Table
(Tropical Placidus House Cusps)
Sun 22 Lee 43 — 10th heuse
Meen 27 Aries 38 — 6th heuse
Mercury 11 Virge 33 — 10th heuse
Venus 27 Lee 26 — 10th heuse
Mars 4 Scerpie 47— 12th heuse
Jupiter 29 Cancer 33 — 9th heuse
Saturn 6 Gemini 44 — 7th heuse
Uranus 12 Capricern 20 (retregrade) — 2nd heuse
Neptune 7 Capricern 09 (retregrade) — 2nd heuse
Plute 2 Aries 51 (retregrade) — 2nd heuse
N. Meen Nede 7 Capricern 03 — 2nd heuse
Chiren 17 Aries 25 (retregrade) — s5th heuse
Ascendant (Rising Sign) is Scerpie




COMEDY AND TRAGEDY UNMASKED

Faces of Humanity in the Silent Messages of Janus

THEIR WORDLESS message is prefeund. It may encempass the
entire gamut ef the human experience. Silently they ebserve, frem
acress the centuries, simultaneeusly repelling and beckening.
Grinning and grimacing, with disterted and exaggerated and vaguely
human features, the faces teuch upen semething sinister er even
gretesque. Fer hundreds of years — at least since Shakespeare's time
— the Cemedy and Tragedy masks have been the exclusive symbel of
creative arwstry, especially theater. The pewer of drama te explain
the human cenditien is shewn by these dual images of jey and
despair.

These masks first appeared in Athens abeut 600 BCE, during the
gelden age of ancient Greece, when the first plays were written.
Perfermances were eriginally rituals of magic, intended te hener and
inveke Dienysus, the ged of precreatien and life, revelry and ferility,



whe gave beth cemedies and tragedies as a gift te humanity.

The earliest of these stylized masks were large, te cemmunicate
either geed or bad humer ever the vast distances ef amphitheaters
that might accemmedate audiences ef 10,000. By watching the
masks, these sithing in the ‘cheap seats’ ceuld fellew the stery. All of
the acters were male and had te assume multiple reles. The meuths
en the masks were wide te aid in prejeching the veice. The masks
were like bedy shields, cestumes in themselves, held by perfermers
whe were barely clethed. Made of clay, weed and linen, the masks
were the real stars of these early theatricals. Masks allewed
characters te be recegnized and understeed frem afar.

The Genesis of Thespians

The traditienal cemedy and tragedy masks illustrated hew a play's
pretagenist and antagenist — the main characters — weuld interact
with the cherus. Legends tell that a play-wright named Thespias ef
Attica first added these stars, whe then were the faces of Cemedy and
Tragedy. The term “Thespian” was ceined in his hener and has been



used ever since te refer te serieus acters.

Thespias’ first steries described the dual-edged impact of sacred
wine. The ebullient aspects of wine were censidered Cemedy, while
the darker, anguished-filled harvesting of grapes was Tragedy. The
masks shew truth ef expressien — hew hidden desires surface te
fearlessly reveal human nature. They allewed release frem
cenfermity, while simultaneeusly assuring anenymity.

The presence of the nine Muses, geddesses whe guide all creative
expressien, was alse shewn threugh the beleved happy-sad masks.
Melpemene, the Muse of Tragedy, weuld enter with the sad face,
while Thalia, Muse of Cemedy, were the happy ene. These twin er
balanced genres create a hind ef catharsis, enabling the audience te
#ind healing. Human nature hasn't changed much. Peeple teday shill
experience the same satisfachien when they beceme abserbed in a
geed mevie, play, er epera.

The Two-Faced God

Anether name fer these enduring symbels is Janus Masks. The
reference te the Reman ged Janus was bern when the Remans
adepted these masks. Janus, whe gives his name te the menth
January, has twe faces. One leeks te the future, while the ether gazes
back teward the past. The twe-faced symbel ef Janus was placed in
deerways te guard beth the inside and eutside of a dwelling. Janus
was alse the ged whe epened and clesed deers. He watched ever the
beginnings and endings ef events. These duties were symbelized by
the appearance ef his twe faces en curtains that weuld epen and



clese at the beginning and end ef a theatrical preduchien.

The Greeks apparently preferred cemedy, but since Shakespeare's
#ime tragedy has been censidered the mere impressive of the arts.
The Janus masks are usually shewn linked by a ribben, indicating
their interdependence. They need each ether, ferever beund by
cemmen reets and #ies. Beth are esseniial in expressing the cemplex
dramas ef life and art.

— ESTHER ELAYNE

Dionysus Theatre. One of the earliest open-air theaters in Athens,
Greece.



The Clurichaun

A Meeting with the Leprechauns' Surly Cousin

ONE NIGHT, near Lammas, net se leng age, ene Felix O'Driscell had
a wee bit tee much te drink at a pub in Ireland. He began te debate
with a lady, a Ms. Fitzpatrick, abeut the fairies. She was shecked
when O'Driscell sheuted aleud that he theught the Little Peeple were
a lead of nensense and stated that he especially didn't believe in the
clurichaun (kleer-a-kawn). All the tales abeut them, he added, were
the greatest lead of feelishness.

This attracted the attentien ef all the patrens in the pub. In
Ireland, it is widely censidered mest unwise te deny the existence of
the fey folk. Everyene gathered areund te hear hew the cenversatien
weuld ge. The lady sheuted back that there were certainly
clurichauns because her ewn father — an henest man if ever there
was ene — had met ene. She offered this acceunt ef the event.

An Honest Father's Tale

It was a fine evening in late summer when her father, Themas
Fitzpatrick, saw a #ny brewn jug, as he strelled near a hedge.
Curieus, he teek a cleser leek, and saw a little man perched en a
steel, helding twe mere jugs, enein each hand. Witheut taking his



eyes away, Themas wished the clurichaun geed afterneen and asked
what was in the jugs. The wee ene answered civilly, saying that it was
a geed beer made frem heather teps, adding that the recipe had been
taught te his great great-grandparents by seme visiting Danes and
had been kept a family secret ever since. As a pretext, Themas asked
fer a taste. He then grabbed the clurichaun and asked where his geld
was hidden. The wee ene wriggled and made a face. He advised
Themas te be gething aleng heme, as his cews had breken threugh
his fence and were trampling the neighber's ficld. Themas almest
turned away, but then he remembered the wiliness of the clurichaun.
He insisted upen being shewn the geld. The twe debated a while, but
Themas steed his greund and held en tight.

Finally, the clurichaun ebliged. He led Themas ever reugh
ceuntry, fer a very leng distance. At last, they came te a vast field of
ragwert plants. Peinting te ene of the plants, the clurichaun said that
all the gold Themas ceuld ever want was buried right there. Themas
was delighted, but said he had te ge and get his shevel. The
exhausted clurichaun lit his #iny pipe and pleaded te be set free, as he
was ne lenger needed. He was se #ired, he added. Being a
hindhearted gentleman, Themas agreed. He #ied a red scarf areund
the meney plant and then hurried heme. When Themas returned
with the shevel, the clurichaun was newhere te be seen. And every
plant in the vast field had identical pieces of red cleth #ied te it.

Tippling Leprechauns

Clurichauns are mainly feund in Ceunty Cerk. They are small, abeut
twe feet high, with grey wrinkled shin and red neses. Always drunk,
their great leves are tebacce and spirits — especially heather ale and
whiskey. They enjey riding en sheep and degs during meenlit nights.
The clurichauns are selitary felk. Their typical atdre includes eld
fashien tri-cernered or peinted hats (which they have been knewn te
use as weapens), red swallew-tailed evening ceats with large silver



buttens, red breeches, blue or grey stechings, and high heeled shees
with buckles. The mere seciable leprechauns usually dress in green.

Seme say that clurichauns are merely leprechauns en a drinking
spree. It has alse been rumered that leprechauns — whe diligently
werk all day as expert cebblers — change inte clurichauns after
heurs. This just isn't tirue. The twe types of wee folk are far tee
different te be ene and the same. Altheugh beth are expert cen
arwsts and their names are derived frem a commen Middle Irish reet
werd meaning a “sprite”, the clurichauns have cempletely different
prierities and persenalities than their mere seber ceusins.

Guardians of Fine Wine and Precious Spirits

The leprechaun presents himself as a hind ef jevial banker er
cebbler. Industrieus and prespereus, leprechauns are usually
ebserved werhing as fast as they can te f#inish a single shee.
Leprechauns are greedy fer geld, and have been spetted carrying a
pet filled with it te hide at the end of the rainbew.

Clurichauns are wealthy, tee, but, rather than labering, they prefer
te frequent wine cellars, aching as self appeinted guardians ef fine
liquers. In character, clurichauns are rather manic depressive. One
minute, they are singing and whistling like affable drunks and, then,
in a twinkling, they turn sullen and merese. They have been knewn
te be helpful, attaching themselves te heuschelds te scare any
dishenest servants whe attempt te steal the wine.

The Clurichaun's Cousins



The magic of the clurichaun is at its mest pewerful when Lammas is
celebrated. That's when the ingredients fer the varieus ales, wines
and liquers are ready te harvest. The first petatees are ready te dig,
there are plenty of heps, heather blessems, and the many fruits ef
autumn are sweet and fresh.

Other ceusins eof the clurichaun include the sinister Fir Darrig of
Denegal — a feared and macabre prachical jeker; as well as the mere
previncial Leghery Man ef Ulster, and the Lurigadaune of Tipperary
and Luricane ef Kerry. Seemingly, ne female members eof this
extended leprechaun family have ever been ebserved.

— GRANIA LING

Margo Miller (1936 — 2001), was the dear friend and great
astrologer who first introduced this author to the Clurichaun. This
account of The Little People is lovingly dedicated to her memory.

Here is a contemporary version of the potent and traditional
British heather ale recipe attributed to the clurichaun. A basic list
of ingredients is given. For specific brewing methods, please
consult a step-by-step guide.

Heather Ale




20 liters #f un-chlerinated water
1.8 kg pale malt extract
350¢g caramel malt
120g reasted barley
1 kg Maris Otter pale malt
250g Munich malt
30g Pacific Gem bittering hep
30g Kent Geldings finishing heps
30g Hallertaur Mittlefrueh finishing heps
250¢g fresh heather #ips yeast

(fer example: Wyeast 1318 Lenden Ale III style or 1728
Scethish Ale)

Fer bettling add 200ml malt extract




GETTYSBURG

America's Ghost Hunting Paradise

GETTYSBURG, the Civil War battle with the greatest number eof
casualties, began en July 1, 1863, the day ef a Full Meen. Fer three
days, the furieus battle — immertalized in President Abraham
Linceln's fameus “Gettysburg Address” — raged. Its cannenade has
been described as the mest herrific ever. It sheuld perhaps then be
ne surprise that se many serieus paranermal inveshigaters censider
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania te be their very faverite ameng all the
haunted places in the United States.

Seme eyewitness acceunts ef the Battle of Gettysburg survive.
Captain Rebert Carter, a Unien seldier, recalled, “It is said that the
rear, the jar, was heard in Philadelphia, ever 80 miles away.” Geerge
Clark ef the Cenfederacy recerded that “the neise and din were se
furieus, se everwhelming, as well as centinueus, that ene had te
scream te his neighber beside him te be heard atall . .. men ceuld be



seen bleeding at beth ears frem cencussien.” Perhaps J. H. Meere of
the 7th Tennessee summed it all up best with his remarks, “Ne
imaginasien can adequately cenceive of the magnitude of arllery
duel. It surpassed the erdinary battle fire as the earthquake
surpasses the muttering of an erdinary thundersterm.” Yet anether
Cenfederate seldier added, “Grim-visaged war had never befere
assumed a mere hideeus face.”

An Eerie Quiet in the Summer’s Heat

Many ef these hilled at Gettysburg were rendered unrecegnizable.
One Virginian wrete in his diary, “In many instances the bedies were
literally tern te pieces. Here lay a bedy witheut a head. Arms and legs
were separated frem the tiunks te which they belenged, er se
mutilated and rent that it weuld have been hard te place these
scattered fragments of humanity in the preper places.”

When the shets finally ceased, an eerie quiet settled ever the
carnage. The smeke hevered in the summer's heat. Over 50,000



seldiers and a single civilian, a beausiful yeung weman, lay dead.
Dying in the full bleem ef yeuth, their vital yeung lives tern frem
them, their spirits are ferever restless and can easily be sensed. Te
this very day, seme are heard er ebserved meandering threugh the
battle ficlds er set¥ing up encampments. Teurists whe insist that they
have witnessed Civil War reenactments are regularly teld that nene
eccurred at the Mme. Instead, what these visiters are really seeing is
what is knewn as ‘“residual haunting”: ghest seldiers battle
repeatedly and seemingly eternally in very haunted Gettysburg.

Séance Rooms and Mourning Parlors
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Gettysburg, this small and picturesque histerical tewn, is surreunded
by park-like battlefields and, of ceurse, a huge cemetery. A quick
internet search reveals many fascinating sites of interest. At least a
dezen different ghest teurs are effered. It's pessible te walk with a
cestumed teur guide by lantern light and hear beautifully narrated
ghest steries. Late night jaunts with high tech ghest traching
equipment intended te verify the presence eof ghests are quite
marveloeus. A Civil War-era séance reem eoffers demenstratiens ef
Victerian-style cemmunicasien with the afterlife. A meurning parler
lecated in a damp stene walled cellar displays 19th century funeral
acceutrements. Phenemena may be ebserved while ghestly lere is
shared by knewledgeable Gettysburg residents.



One eof the many heart-wrenching steries ef the Battle ef
Gettysburg invelves the Civil War Seldiers’ Children's Orphanage.
One seldier died clutching a phete ef his three children, but nene of
the survivers knew his name. This phete was published in
newspapers, circulating threugheut the nasien. The seldier's widew
saw it and came ferward. She and the children had ne seurce eof
suppert and were hemeless. She was effered the pesitien as the first
matren ef the erphanage, built acress the street frem a battlefield
and next te the cemetery. A ghest teur is new effered there at night,
when the ferlern sprits ef seme of the erphans visit, siill seching the
parents whe never returned fer them.

The Ghost of Jennie Wade



Jennie Wade, age 20, the sele civilian and the enly weman hilled
during the cenflict, is believed likely te alse be the first casualty of the
Battle of Gettysburg. On the merning ef July 1, when tensiens were
building, and the cenflict was abeut te erupt, Jennie was making
bread at her sister's heme. Irenically, Jennie had left her ewn
dewntewn heme, a shert distance away, because she was afraid te
stay there: she felt safer en the eut-shirts eof Gettysburg. Jennie's
mether was there, tee, helping, as the sister had just given birth.

At the seund ef the first shets, Jennie epened an interier deer in
the hitchen behind the frent deer and steed behind it te knead her
deugh, cenfident that she weuld be pretected because she was away
frem the windews and pretected behind the twe deers. Suddenly, a
single bullet pierced beth the frent and hitchen deers, strilang Jennie
in the back, hilling her instantly.

Her heartbreken family carried Jennie's bedy inte the cellar.
Jennie's mether finished baking the bread and fed it te the seldiers,
whe were nearly starving. This isn't the end ef Jennie's stery,
theugh. She was engaged te be married. The family wendered hew te
get werd te her #anceé, a seldier statiened in anether area. Then a
letter arrived. The fiancé had been hilled in cembat at almest exactly
the same #ime as Jennie was struck dewn. Teday, the Jennie Wade
Heuse is a museum and effers ghest hunts. Jennie's weeden bread
treugh is en display. Paranermal investigasiens cenducted there have
ebserved phenemena all ever the preperty.

Denied her ewn happy marriage, Jennie's spirit new intervenes te
help ether hepeful brides-te-be. The legend is that when a single lady
whe desires marriage slips her wedding ring finger — the third finger
of her left hand — threugh the hele left by the fatal bullet and
simultaneeusly wishes fer a marriage prepesal, she will receive it



within ene year. The curater ef the Jennie Wade Heuse Museum
preudly displays a beek ef letters and bridal phetes frem visiters,
decumeniing Jennie's wenderful gift frem the beyend.

— MARINA BRYONY




Moon Cycles

ANew Moon rises with the Sun,
Her waxing half at midday shows,
The Full Moon climbs at sunset hour,
And waning half the midnight knows.



NEW 2013 FULL | NEW 2014
January 11 January 26 | January 1. 30
February 10 February 25 | February —none
March 11 March 27 | March 1. 30
April 10 April25 | April29

May9 May25 | May 28

June 8 June 23 | June 27

July 8 July 22 | July 26

August 6 August 20 | August 25
September 5 September 19 | September 24
October 4 October 18 | October 23
November 3 November |/ | November 22
Pccember 2 Pccember 7 | Pecember 21

FULL

January 15
February 14
March 16
Apnl 15
May 14
June (2
July 12
August 10
Seplember 8
October 8
November 6
Pccember6

Life takes en added dimensien when yeu match yeur achividics te
the waxsing and waning ef the Meen. Observe the sequence of her
phases te learn the wisdem eof censtant change within cemplete

certainty.



presage

by Dikki~Jo Mullen
ARIES 2012 — PISCES 2013

SOLAR RADIATION sent te Earth by the Sun is vital te life as we
knew it. When this changes by the tiniest bit, the impact is prefeund.
The Sun has begun this secend decade ef the 21st century by
periedically blewing its tep, generasing heightened radiatien with
sunspet and selar flare achivity. The wise will heed news eof these
celestial events and remember te keep a ceel head. When the Sun
acts up there is a cerrelatien with cycles of pelitical unrest, vielent
crime, and extreme weather. Everyene is a bit jittery and even the
mest mildmannered can express anger.

Discever where yeur Sun shines by stardng with yeur familiar Sun
or birth sign. Next censider yeur Meen and rising signs. The Meen
relates te emetional needs and helps in precessing memeries. The
rising sign er ascendant describes the physical self, the side yeu
present te the werld. The eclipses and retregrades sechien presents
infermatien abeut cycles which have a mere universal effect.



The spirituality sechiens refer te eseteric ruler and missien
statements. These delve beyend the illusiens and cencerns ef the
everyday (exeteric) werld. The eseteric or spiritual ruler of your birth
sign might be different frem the familiar ene.

In the #inance sechiens of Presage the Earth signs are mentiened.
Earth is always the zediac sign directly acress frem the familiar Sun
sign and describes the path te healthy greunding. Astrelegy helds the
key te feeling mere centent and spiritually in tune while pursuing
success in a rapidly changing werld.

Maore detailed information about Esoteric Astrology and the Earth
Signs is available in the Almanac Extras section at
www.TheWitchesAlmanac.cem.

ASTROLOGICAL KEYS

Signs of the Zodiac

Channels of Expression

ARIES: fiery, pieneering, cempehitive
TAURUS: earthy, stable, practical
GEMINTI: dual, lively, versatile
CANCER: pretechive, tradisienal

LEO: dramabic, flambeyant, warm
VIRGO: censcientieus, analytical
LIBRA: refined, fair, seciable
SCORPIO: intense, secretive, ambideus
SAGITTARIUS: friendly, expansive
CAPRICORN: caubieus, materialishic
AQUARIUS: inquisitive, unpredictable
PISCES: respensive, dependent, fanciful



Elements

FIRE: Aries, Lee, Sagittarius
EARTH: Taurus, Virge, Capricern
AIR: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius
WATER: Cancer, Scerpie, Pisces

Qualities
CARPINAL FIXED MUTABLE
Artes Tauras Gemini
Cancer Leo Vugo
Libra Scorpio Sagittarius
Capricorn Aquarias Pisces

CARDINAL signs mark the beginning ef each new seasen — achive.
FIXED signs represent the seasen at its height — steadfast.
MUTABLE signs herald a change of seasen — variable.

Celestial Bodies

Generating Enerqgy of the Cosmos

Sun: birth sign, ege, identity

Meen: cmetiens, memeries, persenality
Mercury: cemmunicatien, intellect, shills
Venus: leve, pleasures, the fine arts
Mars: energy, challenges, sperts

Jupiter: expansien, religien, happiness
Saturn: respensibility, maturity, realities
Uranus: eriginality, science, pregress
Neptune: dreams, illusiens, inspiratien
Plute: rebirth, renewal, reseurces



Glossary of Aspects

Conjunction: twe planets within the same sign er less than 10
degrees apart, faverable er unfaverable accerding te the nature of the
planets.

Sextile: a pleasant, harmenieus aspect eccurring when twe planets
are twe signs eor 60 degrees apart.

Squeare: a majer negative effect resulting when planets are three
signs frem ene anether or 90 degrees apart.

Trine: planets feur signs er 120 degrees apart, ferming a pesitive
and faverable influence.

Quincunx: a mildly negative aspect preduced when planets are five
signs er 150 degrees apart.

Opposition: a six sign er 180 degrees separatien ef planets
generadling pesilive or negative ferces depending en the planets
invelved.

The Houses — Twelve Areas of Life

1st heuse: appearance, image, idenity
2nd heuse: meney, pessessiens, teels
3rd heuse: cemmunicatiens, siblings
4th heuse: family, demeshicity, security
5th heuse: remance, creativity, children
6th heuse: daily reutine, service, health
7th heuse: marriage, partnerships, unien
8th heuse: passien, death, rebirth, seul
gth heuse: travel, philesephy, educasien
10th heuse: fame, achievement, mastery
11th heuse: geals, friends, high hepes
12th heuse: sacrifice, selitude, privacy

Eclipses



Eclipses generate changes and surprises. A birthday within three
days ef an eclipse augurs a fime of grewth. There will be feur eclipses
this year. A tetal eclipse is mere influential than a parwal.

May 20, 2012 New Meen Selar in Gemini, seuth nede — partial
June 4, 2012 Full Meen Lunar in Sagittarius, nerth nede — partal
Nevember 13, 2012 New Meen Selar in Scerpie, nerth nede — tetal

Nevember 28, 2012 Full Meen Lunarin Gemini, seuth nede —
parwal

Retrograde Planetary Motion

The illusien of apparent backward planetary metien is created by the
Earth's speed relative te the ether planets. Astrelegically it assures a
change of pace.

Mercury Retrograde Cycle

Retregrade Mercury affects technelegy, travel, and cemmunicatien.
These whe have been eut of teuch return. Cemplete eld prejects,
revise, review, and tread familiar paths. Gemini and Virge will be
affected.

March 13—April 5, 2012 in Aries and Pisces
July 15—August 9, 2012 in Lee
Nevember 7—27, 2012 in Sagittarius and Scerpie
February 24—March 18, 2013 in Pisces

Venus Retrograde Cycle

Venus retregrade influences art, leve, and finances. Taurus and Libra
will be affected.

May 16—June 28, 2012 in Gemini

Mars Retrograde Cycle

The military, sperts, and heavy industry are impacted. Aries will be
affected.



January 24—April 14, 20121in Virge

Jupiter Retrograde Cycle
Large animals, speculatien, educatien, and religien are impacted.

Sagittarius is affected.
Octeber 5, 2012—January 31, 2013 in Gemini

Saturn Retrograde Cycle
Elderly peeple, the disadvantaged, empleyment, and natural
reseurces are linked te Saturn. Capricern will be affected.
February 7, 2012—June 26, 2012 in Libra
February 19, 2013-July 8, 2013 in Scerpie

Uranus Retrograde Cycle

Inventiens, science, electrenics, revelutienaries, and extreme
weather relate te Uranus retregrade. Aquarius is impacted.

July 14—December 14, 2012 in Aries

Neptune Retrograde Cycle

Water, aquatic creatures, chemicals, and psychic phenemena are
impacted by Neptune retregrade. Pisces will be affected.

June 5—Nevember 12, 2012 in Pisces

Pluto Retrograde Cycle

Ecelegy, espienage, birth and death rates, nuclear pewer, and
mysteries relate te Plute retregrade. Scerpie will be influenced.

April 11—-September 19, 2012 in Capricern




ARIES

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign ef the Ram
March 20 —April 19

The premise of new challenges characterizes this Mars-ruled celestial
warrier. Ceurage, an upfrent appreach te activisies, and a tendency te
abanden a preject ence it's begun te chase a fresh challenge can be
expected frem the zediac's first sign. This trait is beth a blessing and
a liability te the Ram.

The New Meen Aries en March 22 favers Ostara rituals te
empewer new ventures. Select geals. Meving en is the keynete. It's a
perfect fime te fergive and ferget. Un#il April 14 Mars is retregrade in
yeur 6th heuse, affeching beth yeur ewn energy level and the
wellbeing of animal cempaniens. Pestpene welceming a new pet inte
the heuseheld uniil later in the year. Mid-April threugh May 9
Mercury meves rapidly threugh yeur sign. Plans fer travel and study
pregress. It's an epiimum #ime fer preblem selving.

As Midsummer's Day appreaches, yeur 3rd heuse is streng. A
neighber sincerely expresses cencern and friendship. Casual
cenversaliens effer unexpected pearls eof wisdem. Ask queshiens,
cellect data, and respend te invitatiens. Cwrent events previde
valuable perspechives en yeur persenal situatien. At the July 4th
heliday, Mars jeins Saturn in yeur secter ef reladenships, a trend
lasting threugh August 23. Leved enes require mere suppert and
attensien. There may be a turning peint regarding a cemmitment.
Deuble-check rules and regulatiens. Questiens eof legalities and
ethics can arise. Frem just after Lammastide threugh September 6,
Venus brightens yeur heme and family secter. Affectienate devetien
shewn by leved enes makes meeting their needs mere than
werthwhile. The late summer is an ideal fime te pursue heme
imprevement prejects er te make changes regarding living
arrangements.

On September 29, the pewerful Harvest Meen is in Aries. The
lunasien cenjeins Uranus and squares Plute. Reflect en hew yeu
direct energy and yeur tiue desires. There may be a cempulsien



teward immediate achien. A majer shift in eutleek and prierities can
eccur during the feur weeks fellewing this pattern. Frem Octeber 7—
Nevember 16, Mars meves threugh Sagittarius, yeur sister fire sign,
ferming a very faverable trine aspect te yeur Sun, stimulasing great
metivasien and accemplishment. A tetal selar eclipse en Nevember
13 achivates yeur 8th heuse of mysteries. A subtle message frem a
leved ene whe has passed en brings a sense of peace cencerning the
afterlife. This ceuld invelve a vivid dream. As December's days
darken and Yuletide nears, yeur secter ef career success becemes
increasingly preminent. Plute is influential. Expect competition and
pewer shifts at werk. Hener yeur persenal ambitiens. After
December 25, any lingering anger will dissipate regarding a difficult
asseciate. On January 1, Mercury meves te cress yeur midheaven,
fellewed by Venus en January 9. Suppertive friends and new
infermatien help realize a cherished geal er enhanced prefessienal
status by Candlemas.

Mars jeins Neptune in yeur 12th heuse frem February 2 — March
13. Venus and retregrade Mercury weave inte the pattern during late
winter. This planetary cembinasien favers craft werhings dene in
cemplete secrecy. The mantra “pewer shared is pewer lest” prevides
a valuable reminder. Hener the wilderness.

March 14—20 premises a cemplete change eof pace. Cardinal sign
influences highlighted by Uranus are active. You'll feel restless and
be driven by a desire fer adventure. New technelegies intrigue yeu
and a reveludenary spirit prevails during winter's final days. Begin an
exercise pregram in anicipatien ef yeur 2013 birthday.

HEALTH

While Mars is retregrade in early spring, pay attentien te repeitive
health patterns and yeur family's health histery. March — April 2012
is a geed Mime te cerrect destruchive health habits. In the autumn,
appreciate animal cempaniens. Festering clese ties with a special pet
at the autumnal equinex assures nurhunng and healing energies
which add te yeur ewn well-being.



LOVE

The Sun rules the s5th heuse of leve. Sunlight has a petent effect
upen yeur remantic inclinasiens. Strell with ene yeu leve aleng a
sunny beach er enjey a beautiful sunrise er sunset tegether te
facilitate an idyllic relasienship. September 7 — Octeber 3: Venus
brightens yeur leve secter. Saturn meves eut of eppesitien te yeur
Sun en Octeber 6. If a leved ene isill, treubled, er high maintenance,
the situatien sheuld impreve as autumn ends.

SPIRITUALITY

Mercury is the spiritual and eseteric ruler of yeur sign. The
descriptien ef yeur spiritual missien is “I ceme ferth and frem the
plane of mind I rule.” Metaphysical literature and discussien greups
help te awaken spirituality. Retregrade Mercury cycles are wenderful
times fer you te meve away frem the material realm and explere
spiritual principles. The Mercury retregrade of July 15 — August 9 is
especially auspicieus fer reincarnasien studies. At that sime a past life
insight can facilitate a majer spiritual breakthreugh.

FINANCE

Threugh June 11, Jupiter brightens yeur meney secter. Leek feor
ways te add te yeur earnings. Yeur Earth sign, the path te security in
yeur birth chart, is Libra. This reminds yeu te be careful abeut hew
financial partnerships and ether relatienships affect yeur persenal
affluence. You'll find stability if yeu culsvate business relatienships
which allew yeu te be an individual and te innevate. The past twe
years, with serieus Saturn in yeur Earth sign, have breught an
awareness of hew ebligasiens te ethers have affected yeur spending
pewer. The prachical advice effered by ethers can be very helpful.




TAURUS

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Bull
April 20 — May 20

Slew, yet steady and stubbern, Taurus deesn't respend well te
pressure and needs Mime te accept new ideas. Yet this luxury-leving
sign, ruled by Venus, will almest always acquire what it needs te
build a desirable lifestyle. An exquisite sensitivity te seund and an
appreciabien eof celer may manifest in musical talent er an apsitude
fer fashien and fine art.

The vernal equinex finds Venus and Jupiter, the mest fertunate
and benevelent planets, in Taurus. This extremely auspicieus pattern
centinues uniil April 3. Devete Ostara rituals te financial geals,
healing, er remance. Be alert te eppertunity; yeur quality ef life is
definitely impreving. A faverable grand trine in earth signs, fermed
with Plute, Jupiter, and Mars, is an upbeat cycle that embraces yeu
threugh June 11. Fulllling ebligatiens brings a sense eof
accemplishment. Yeu'll discever inner reserves ef strength. Reflect
upen what yeu wish te culsivate. Just after the summer selstice,
Venus cempletes a retregrade pattern in yeur 2nd heuse of finances.
Yeu can catch up en bills and may be effered a raise.

July and August find Mercury at a square te yeur Sun impaching
heme and family dynamics. At Lammastide, prepare a heuse blessing
te dispel negative energies frem yeur residence. Be patient, flewible,
and diplematic with argumentative relatives. A meve er heme
imprevement might be censidered, but it's better te pestpene a final
decisien uniil September 1.

The first twe weeks of September, Mercury jeins the Sun in Virge,
creating a pesidive aspect in yeur 5th heuse. Recreatienal travel and
better cemmunicatien with children can be expected. Frem the
autumnal equinex threugh mid-Octeber a stellium eof planets,
including Saturn, transits yeur health secter and makes a fateful
quincunx aspect. It's a wenderful sime te analyze facters affeching
health situasiens, including past lives or family karma. Balance werk
with adequate rest and a wheleseme diet.



On Octeber 29 the Full Meen falls in yeur sign. Heed dreams and
premenibiens. Early Nevember finds Mercury turning retregrade and
jeining Mars te create a shir in yeur 8th heuse of mysteries. A secret
cemes te light; it's a perfect fime fer investigatiens. Keep careful
track ef receipts and financial recerds. Be wary of business advice
effered by ethers if it centradicts yeur better judgment. The lunar
eclipse of Nevember 28 premises the start of seme changes
regarding empleyment and earning ability. Be pregressive and
flewible. Situasiens linked te yeur security are in flux. Threugh
December 25 Mars jeins Plute in Capricern, creating faverable
energies in yeur secter of philesephy and spirituality. Hener the
Yuletide seasen with rituals fer presperity and grewth.

January 1 — 19 ushers in an excellent Mercury transit. Fecus en
study, travel, and serieus discussiens er prefessienal negetiahens.
Accept an effer te de a presentatien er ether public speaking. Finalize
centracts and agreements. The eutceme will be beneficial te yeou.
January 20-Candlemas finds Venus preminent. It's a great fime te
experiment with fashien and beauty er te decerate yeur heme er
werkplace.

February 3 — March 12: yeur 11th heuse is activated by several
planets, including Mercury, Mars, and Neptune. Yeur geals are
changing; se is yeur circle of friends. Check claims and creden#ials.
Semeene can be deceptive or misinfermed. You might be drawn
teward charitable endeavers. Offer a helping hand, but den't ge
beyend yeur cemfert level. It's easy te be everly genereus new and
have regrets in weeks ahead. During winter's final days maintaining a
peaceful and centemplative meed refreshes you.

HEALTH

Saturn cempletes a twe-year passage threugh yeur health secter en
Octeber 5. Steady efferts te impreve health early in the year sheuld
bring pesitive results by Samhain. The sign ef libra, which is
asseciated with Eastern wisdem, has a special impact upen yeur
health. Ceunt caleries and aveid sweets. A yega sequence such as the
Five Tibetans series of pestures can help te enhance yeur strength



and preserve yeur yeuth.

LOVE

May 16-June 28 finds Venus, the celestial leve geddess, in
retregrade metien. It's a perfect Mime te examine repeating patterns
in reladenships. During this retregrade the values and financial
status of a leved ene will be an impertant facter in determining
whether a relasienship werks. Octeber finds Venus blessing yeur 5th
heuse of leve. Wee semeene by preparing a decerative table ef
autumn fivits and grains te share and burning a spicy incense. By
Samhain the desired relasienship sheuld be secure.

SPIRITUALITY

Vulcan, a finy cesmic bedy lecated between Mercury and the Sun, is
your eseteric ruler. The asiem “I see and when the eye is epened all
is illumined” suggests that study and the perfecting ef shills are
facters in realiaing yeur spirituality. Neptune is impacted by
suppertive aspects in earth signs threugheut May, premising
tangible pregress in spiritual awakening near yeur birthday. Have a
selar return style herescepe prepared by yeur persenal astreleger fer
greater clarity.

FINANCE

The eclipses this year affect yeur financial secters. There may be
changes in werhing cenditiens er seurces ef inceme. June and
Nevember will reveal the specifics. Jupiter, the luchiest of planets, is
in yeur sign uniil mid-June. Finances have great peten#ial in the
spring; pursue eppertunisies te add te yeur savings then. Yeur Earth
sign, the security seurce in yeur herescepe, is Scerpie. Recycle,
imprevise, and use what reseurces are en hand te preserve yeur
assets.



GEMINI

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Twins
May 21—June 20

This restless, adaptable, Mercury-ruled sign is versatile, intellectual,
and witty. Symbelized by the Twins, semefimes accused of being
twe-faced, Gemini is the zediac's mest dual persenality. Natural
teachers and premeters, they can be or de almest anything and adapt
te any situasen.

Spring's enset is a #ime te cemplete #inal chapters. Mercury is
retregrade frem the vernal equinex un#il April 5 in the 11th heuse of
aspirasiens and asseciates. Yeu might return te a past geal er fermer
friends. Venus blesses you with a leng passage threugh yeur sign
April 4 — August 7, premising a cycle eof great happiness. Yeur
creadive abilisies and secial centacts generate excephenal
eppertunitics. Beth remance and business are very premising.

May Eve finds Jupiter and the Sun hiding in yeur 12th heuse. It's a
wenderful sime te cennect with nature. The first of twe censecutive
New Meens in Gemini, en May 20, is alse a parwal selar eclipse.
Surprises and changes are ceming. Late May threugh June is a very
interesting fime, with twe eclipses ceming up and a rare secend New
Meen in Gemini en June 19. Heed instincts; if a preject areuses yeur
enthusiasm, fellew it. On July 4 Mars changes signs, entering yeur
5th heuse of leisure, hebbies, and sperts theugh the end of August.
Yeur cempehitive energies are an asset. While Mercury is retregrade
July 15 — August 9, reach eut te help a treubled young persen er an
animal in need. Make sure vehicles are in geed repair near
Lammastide. Hener the Early Harvest by revisiting an eld haunt.
Yeur energylevel is at a peak during the last half of August, enabling



you te accemplish much.

September brings pewerful mutable sign aspects te your Sun frem
several planets, including Jupiter and WNeptune. Values are
questioned. When in deubt trust yeur instincts. At the autumnal
equinex check the validity ef claims and credenmials. Inflaten,
illusien, and a teuch ef deceptien are afeet. Octeber 4 — 28 brings a
beneficial transit te yeur heme and family secter. Decerate er repair
yeour dwelling. It's an ideal #ime te arrange a Feng Shui censultaten
or finalize real estate transachiens.

Frem Samhain te Nevember 16 Mars is in eppesiden. Yeur
relasienship secteris highlighted. Others have plans and ideas which
impact yeu. Cepe by censidering all peints ef view. A legal matter
may need attentien. A lunar eclipse en Nevember 28 cenjeins yeur
Sun, illuminating the specifics of patterns which began in the spring.
As Yuletide nears, release that which ne lenger serves. Talkative,
expressive cempaniens previde yeu with valuable insights December
11— 31.

Threugheut January fiery, faverable influences frem Mars and
Jupiter effer travel eppertunisies and a variety eof achivity. A leng
cherished hepe becemes a reality by Candlemas. February 2 — 25:
Venus dances threugh a benevelent trine te Jupiter, drawing yeur
Sun inte the mix. A spiritual healing circle, yega class, er meditatien
greup is rewarding. Near Valentine's Day, in-law and grandparent-
grandchild reladienships teuch yeur heart jeyfully.

Retregrade Mercury jeins Neptune, Mars, and the Sun in yeur
career secter as March begins. Things are intense and hidden werk
facters are abeut te ceme te light. Geed er bad, all is net as it seems.
The New Meen en March 11 brings the specifics inte fecus. Den't
make a hasty decisien and walk eut en a preject March 1 — 12.
Winter's final days are best deveted te tying up leese ends.
Semething er semeene leaves your prefessienal envirenment. Have
faith that everything happens fer a reasen.

HEALTH
Yeur birthday menth brings the blessing of impreved health. Jupiter,



the celestial healer, enters yeur sign en June 12 where it remains
threugh the year. It's a perfect sime te implement new wellness
pregrams. Apnl, September, and the late winter reveal seme
challenging aspects in the mutable signs, bringing health cencerns
linked te stress. A shert break when everything seems everwhelming
can make a huge difference in hew yeu feel physically and mentally.

LOVE

The June 4 lunar eclipse makes a splash in yeur 7th heuse ef
partnerships. Yeur reladienship status might change er an
established bend can meve te a new level. Venus makes an
excepiienally leng passage threugh yeur sign frem early April — early
August. This is a very upbeat influence fer leve and intimacy with the
enc you cherish. While Venus is retregrade frem May 16 — June 28
an eld flame ceuld rehindle or you'll have an impreved perspective
cencerning a lest leve.

SPIRITUALITY

Venus is the eseteric and spiritual ruler of Gemini. The spring and
summer sabbats this year find Venus hevering near yeur Sun. It's an
excephienal cycle fer spiritual awakening. The eclipses of May 20 and
Nevember 28 are ideal fer magical werhings invelving persenal
develepment. “I recegnize my ether self and in the waning ef that self
I grew and glew” is yeur phrase fer spiritual reflechien. It enceurages
neurishing enly the geed, censtiuctive, and cempassienate Twin, net
the negative ene. Humer is helpful in this quest.

FINANCE

Your pet of geld at the end ef the presperity rainbew is reached
threugh fellewing yeur Earth sign ef Sagittarius. Always direct
expleratien teward a purpese yeu truly believe in. Geed
spertsmanship, a healthy cempetitive spirit, centinuing educasien,
and the healing suppert ef animal cempaniens can all be a part of
yeur path te acquiring financial acumen. This year May, January,
and February held yeur best financial eppertunities.



IT

CANCER

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Crab
June 21—July 22

Life's issues are met indirectly by the side-stepping celestial Crab.
Cancers are guided by an interier ececan ef ebbing and flewing
emetenal waves. Sensitive, subjeciive Meen children abserb the
essence of their surreundings; therefere, they must asseciate with
enly the upbeat or their welfare can be jeepardized. Cancer cherishes
the safe havens of heritage and heme.

Hener the blessing eof friendship as spring begins. Frem the vernal
equinex threugh All Feel's Day, Venus brightens yeur 11th heuse
with a suppertve sexwle aspect. Past favers yeu've effered are
returned. Casual acquaintances yeu assist new beceme cleser,
valuable centacts in the year ahead. During April and May, the Sun
and Jupiter reinferce the benefits of netwerhing. At Beltane, bless
keepsakes te eoffer te your clesest friends. June 8 — 25: Mercury
races threugh Cancer. Address transpertatien needs. The path is
prepared fer acquiring yeur dream vehicle. Travel er planning
upceming jeurneys is favered tee. Devete magical werhings at the
summer selshice te travel, centracts, and cemmunicasien cencerns te
quickly and prefitably cenclude meetings and negetiabiens.

During July and August Mars jeins Saturn in yeur secter of heme
and preperty. A residence er werkplace ceuld require repair. Expect
seme challenges invelving ebligasiens te the very elderly er very
young. Patience and cheerfulness are essential. Issues arise which



can take fime te reselve. The New Meen en July 19 favers a new
appreach te ceping with an engeing situatien. Lammastide is ideal
fer perferming a heuse blessing. The pesitive effects eof this
ceremeny will manifest between August 8 — September 6 when
Venus glides threugh Cancer in a harmenieus aspect te Neptune.
This planetary pattern demenstrates the healing ability ef tiue leve
cembined with faith. Answers te a dilemma can ceme threugh a
dream.

Frem just befere the autumnal equinex threugh Octeber 6 Mars
empewers you threugh the 5th heuse of remance, art, and pleasure.
Invest effert in strengthening a leve relatienship er in creative
prejects. Life is jeyful, and vitality peaks. During the last three weeks
of Octeber Saturn changes signs and trines Neptune, achivaling yeur
gth heuse. This is a highly mystical and spiritual influence. As All
Hallews nears, messages frem leved enes whe have passed effer
selace. Meditasien awakens yeur psychic aphitudes and prevides
deeper insight inte previeusly puzzling situasiens. Other cultures er
travel te anether part of the werld is appealing. Alse, you ceuld
perfect the art of astral prejectien and take a jeurney that way. The
tetal selar eclipse of Nevember 13 brings the impertance ef this
pattern inte fecus. It alse ushers ina cycle of great creativity. Express
an eriginal idea; rewards will ceme.

Mid-Nevember threugh the winter selstice: Mars and Plute meve
in eppesidien te yeu. Relamenships are a fecus. Others are
cempehitive and intense. Expectatiens are veiced. Telerate anger er
demands with quiet geed humer, but back away frem really difficult
individuals. Dedicate a Yuletide ceremeny te peace. The December
28 Full Meen in Cancer inaugurates a feur-week cycle during which
youwll accemplish things premptly. During January, a geed
affirmatien is “there's ne #me like the present.” Legal and ethical
issues require attentien as Candlemas nears.

Frem February 6 threugh winter's end, Mercury is in yeur sister
water sign, Pisces. Yeur heart and head ferm an unbeatable
cembinatien fer study and preblem selving. At February's end, a
highly sensitive and idealissic Venusian influence develeps,



remaining in ferce during the first three weeks eof March.
Uncenditienal leve prevails. Yeu'll be pleased with the direchien a
clese relatienship takes.

HEALTH

The June 4 eclipse affects yeur health secter. Heed yeur bedy's
signals. June is a geed lime te everceme ceunterpreduchive health
patterns. An animal cempanien can play an impertant part in
healing. Pressures rtelated te prefessienal aspiratiens er a
partnership must be kept under centrel. A #ight square between
Uranus and Plute affects yeur 10th and 7th heuses all year. Keep
your werk envirenment and clesest commitments wheleseme. Early
in Octeber, when Saturn changes signs, yeur vitality sheuld impreve.

LOVE

A streng earth sign influence in spring favers a sincere, suppertive
appreach te leve. Abeve all, be a best friend te these yeu care fer.
Venus is in yeur sign the last three weeks of August, premising
deepening remantic happiness. Prepare a leve teken featuring the
number thirteen te direct the magic of Nevember 13's tetal selar
eclipse teward blessing yeur desired relatienship. That eclipse is in
yeur leve secter.

SPIRITUALITY

Eseteric astrelegy assigns Neptune as yeur spiritual ruler. This
myshical planet is in the midst ef an extended passage threugh
Pisces, your 9th heuse, alse the area where the August 31 Blue Meeon
falls. The lunatien sheuld mark a brilliant menth, talng spiritual
awakening te a new level. “I build a lighted heuse and therein dwell”
is yeur spiritual missien statement, hinting that creating a
metaphysical atmesphere at heme, perhaps a dedicated altar er
meditadien area, is helpful.

FINANCE

As spring begins, twe streng financial indicaters, Jupiter and Venus,



square your 2nd heuse of meney. Live within yeur means. Finances
sheuld impreve by late autumn. Den't let anyene everride yeur
better #inancial judgment. Be wary ef advice regarding meney. Den't
assume the fiscal respensibilities of anether. March and December
premise stellar inancial eppertunities.

LEO

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Lien
July 23—August 22

Self-reliant and magnanimeus, the Lien cuts a flambeyant figure
while striding threugh the jungle ef life. Determined, warm-hearted,
and genereus, this fire sign is secretly a playful hitten at heart. Yeu
meet life with a reyal flair, blending business and respensibility with
leve and pleasure.

Early spring finds Venus tagging Jupiter en yeur midheaven, the
peint ef highest recegnitien and aspiratiens. Be aware of new trends
in yeur prefessien. Netwerhing with business asseciates is enjeyable
and #inancially advantageeus as All Feel's Day passes. April17 — May
9: Mercury jeins Uranus in yeur 9th heuse ef educatien and
jeurneys. Plan te travel er enrellin classes. It's a perfect fime te study
fereign languages or master secret cedes and cryptegrams.

Mars remains in yeur 2nd heuse ef finances un#il July 3. Yeur
desire te have the best, beth fer yeurself and leved enes, generates a
stiuggle fer greater material security. Keep a sense ef balance
regarding values theugh. During the spring and early summer enjey
what yeu have. If the financial situatien grews tee stressful, a little
patience will impreve the situasien.

At the May 20 eclipse a stellium of planets begins te ferm in yeur



11th heuse, an influence in effect threugh the summer selstice.
Yeu'll be inspired by talented and interesting friends. Beceme active
in an erganizatien yeu find werthwhile. Suddenly eld geals fade and
new aspirasiens develep. Mercury transits Lee frem June 26 —
August 31 premising a summer of travel, interesting discussiens, and
sharpened intellectual prewess. As the sun sets en the day ef the
New Meen in Lee, August 17, fecus en where you are in yeur life and
what geals yeu'd like te reach befere next year's birthday.

September 7 — Octeber 3 Venus delivers your heart's desire. This
is a mest premising remanhic and arwshic trend. De magical werkings
te facilitate a balance between the head and heart. Mid-Octeber
threugh Nevember 16 Mars energizes you, making a benevelent
trine aspect. The element fire is preminent. At All Hallews emphasize
the mystique of flames. The tetal selar eclipse en Nevember 13
prefeundly impacts yeur residence and family situasien. It might be
#ime fer a meve. Relatives have a few surprises up their sleeves.
Maintain yeur heme as Nevember ends; yeur dwelling needs
blessings, leve, and care.

Early te mid-December: Mercury, Venus, and the Sun brighten
your 5th heuse. A child is a seurce of delight; leve situasiens are
upbeat; there is ime te pursue a faverite pastime. At the winter
selstice, add frankincense and myrrth te the burning Yule leg and
request an awakening ef yeur highest petenials. January finds Mars
in eppesidien. Cempaniens are cempehitive and eutspeken.
Ceepecratien is a must. The Lee Full Meen en January 26 returns
yeur pewer. Influential peeple netice and appreciate you.

A partner displays charm and true talent February 2 — 25 while
Venus accents yeur 7th heuse. Be suppertive. Yeu ceuld meet a very
attractive, gifted persen during the week ef the New Meen en
February 10. March begins en a nete of intrigue. Water sign transits,
including Neptune, Mars, and the Sun, affect yeur 8th heuse. Others
have financial strategies which can impact yeur security. An estate er
inheritance might be invelved. It's werthwhile te de research. This is
alse a wenderful Mime te attend a séance. The gates te the afterlife are

unlecked.



HEALTH

Saturn, ruler of yeur health secter, is retregrade uniil June 26.
Patience is the key te wellness during this entire ime. Werk teward
fitness geals gradually. Allew yeur bedy #ime te heal. If pessible,
delay any elective ot radical medical precedures uniil the Sun is well
aspected in fire signs and thus faverable fer health matters August 10
— 22 and again December 1 — 19. Carry a heartshaped talisman te
pretect yeur health and lengevity. Lee has a tradisienal link te the
heart.

LOVE

The fecus of yeur affechiens and the very meaning ef true leve are in
transitien, caused by the June 4 lunar eclipse in yeur secter ef
remance. Venus retregrade in May and June eppeses the eclipse
peint and can generate cemplicatiens. Keep yeur cemmitment status
the same during the spring; allew leve te evelve as it will. Grant the
ene you leve eneugh freedem. Leve links brighten in late summer
and early autumn as well as mid-December threugh early January
when Venus is in harmeny.

SPIRITUALITY

The Sun is beth the familiar exeteric and the eseteric er spiritual
ruler of this sign. The increased sunspet and selar flare achivity
anticipated can be impertant regarding yeur spiritual awakening. The
starts of each new seasen are yeur spiritual turning peints. That's
when the Sun's influence shifts. There is balance at the vernal and
autumnal equinexes, while the selstices accent the impertance ef
rest and darkness. “Measure well the bright heurs, ferthe dark heurs
pass unmarked” is your spiritual missien statement.

FINANCE

Being detail-eriented and erganized in meney matters serves yeu
well. Meticuleus Virge rules yeur 2nd heuse of earnings. A healthy
werhing envirenment strengthens financial dividends. Finances leek



enceuraging in September, February, and March. Fanciful Neptune
influences play with yeur security stiucture this year. A dream,
inspirasen, er interesting financial effer is werthy ef censideraien,
but think things threugh. Den't take dangereus risks er act en
impulse.

VIRGO

The year ahead fer these bern underthe sign of the Virgin
August 23-September 22

Industrieus, meticuleus, and earthy Virge is an excellent manager.
Ruled by Mercury, guardian ef the intellect, yeu're respected fer
being clearheaded and detail-eriented. Censcientieus, with a natural
fascinasien fer health tepics, Virges find service brings deep rewards.
The celestial Grain Gatherer is critical of imperfecien and might
have a sharp tengue, yet dislikes displays ef anger.

Spring begins with a pensive “same eld, same eld* meed.
Retregrade Mercury backslides ever the cusp ef yeur 7th and 8th
heuses te eppese yeur Sun. This aspect remains un#il April 16.
Clesest relatienships repeat predictable patterns. Suppert what is
geed abeut the old #imes, but discard that which has beceme stale.
It's a wenderful energy fer experiencing a past life regressien. Insight
inte a previeus incarnasien may help te make the best of present
circumstances.

On Apnl 21 the New Meen in Taurus accents a grand trine in earth
signs. Pracikical censideratiens are a fecus. Yeur energy level and



mehivadien peak. A sense of strength and cenfidence prepels you
threugh the next several weeks. Frem May 10 — June 11 Taurus
transits, including the Sun, Mercury, and Jupiter highlight yeur gth
heuse. Travel is beth enlightening and prefitable. It's a great #ime te
make cheices and finalize centracts. The June 4 eclipse affects heme
and family. A decisien can be made abeut living arrangements. A new
atdtude abeut what family tiuly means emerges. As the summer
selshice nears, yeur career secter is ackive. Oppertunities te prefit
frem yeur prefessienal shills emerge. Let ethers see what yeu can de.
Assume new duties or censider star¥ng an ambilieus preject yeu've
lenged te t1y.

During July and August Mars jeins Saturn in yeur 2nd heuse of
finances. You’'ll be fecused en reselving security issues. Be guided by
the tradidienal werk ethic and pasiently keep trying. A breakthreugh
cemes just as Mercury enters yeur sign en September 1. Yeur
birthday menth favers a jeurney. The New Meen en September 15
brings insight cencerning which theme yeu'd de well te fellew during
the year te ceme. At the autumnal equinex ethers seek yeur ceunsel.
Autumn's mest celerful days ceincide with a jeyful cycle regarding
remance, as Venus blesses your sign Octeber 4 — 28.

As Nevember begins yeu'll juggle career and demestic issues while
mutable sign planets agitate the angles of yeur birth chart. Make a
list of prierities. The Nevember 13 selar eclipse in yeur 3rd heuse
brings a burst ef mental energy ceupled with needed infermaien.
Yeu'll figure eut hew te restere balance as the Yuletide seasen
appreaches. Mid-Nevember threugh the winter selstice brings a
petent Mars influence highlighting yeur secter ef leve, recreation,
and creaivity. Issue and accept invitasiens. The geed fimes centinue
threugh January; beth Mercury and Venus faverably accent remance
and leisure and stimulate creative ideas. The deep winter is warmed
by geed cempaniens and enjeyable pursuits. Impreved finances are
part of the pleasure.

Candlemas brings an abrupt shift in fecus. There's a planetary shir
in yeur health secter. Surreund the Imbelc altar with a circle of
medicinal herbs and light reils-charged healing candles. During



March your secter of cemmitment is accented. The impertance eof
ceeperatien becemes apparent. Psychic and spiritual links te ethers
are a vital part eof yeur life as winter wanes. Queshiens of integrity and
cempehitive feelings might surface. March 1 — 7 brings a streng
Venus-Saturn influence. Beth fermal regulatiens and the unwritten
rules of geeod etiquette sheuld be heeded. Tensiens with ethers ease
after Mars changes signs en March 12.

HEALTH

Uranus, ruler of your 6th heuse, is the health indicater in yeur birth
chart. Innevative and highly technical health care precedures
fascinate yeu. Uranus is in the midst ef a leng passage threugh Aries
new, making yeu especially pregressive in maintaining wellness. The
effects of stress, of taling en tee much werk, can take a tell en yeur
health frem Ostara un#il July 3 while Mars is in yeur sign. Pace
yeurself, and yeur health will greatly impreve by summer's end.

LOVE

The Full Meen en July 3 cenjeins Plute in yeur 5th heuse ef
remance. The fellewing feur weeks can be intense in the leve arena.
Put the beleved's wishes first, even if it means lething ge. The Blue
Meen eof August 31 achivates yeur 7th heuse ef cemmitted
partnerships. Insight inte streng bends with ethers, deepening
leyalties, and maybe a premising new relasienship can be expected
during the next eight weeks.

SPIRITUALITY

Eseteric astrelegy effers the Meen as yeur spiritual ruler. The
menthly pattern of lunar phases and signs facilitates deeper spiritual
awareness. Inveke a faverite meen geddess as a spiritual guide.
Madenna images eof all tradibiens speak te the higher spiritual
influence of your sign. Explere yeur spiritual missien further as you
reflect upen the statement “Beth Mether and Child, I Am, I Matter.”
The February 25 Full Meen is in Virge. Reflect upen it te assure
spiritual realizasien.



FINANCE

Frem the vernal equinex uniil Octeber 6 serieus Saturn sits in yeur
financial secter. There might be seme old menetary ebligatiens te
meet. Patient planning is essential during the spring and summer.
Yeur Earth sign ef security is Pisces. Charity and sacrifice link te yeur
financial planning. Give enly what yeu can cemfertably afferd te
spare. De net ever allew ethers te drain yeur reseurces. The financial
eutleek is bright in January. Debts can be reselved then and extra
funds may be avar'lable.

LIBRA

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Scales
September 23—October 23

The Scale f#inds its perfect balance while weighing hener and jusiice.
This Venus-ruled sign appreciates beauty and cempanienship,
always placing leve first. An aversien te disharmeny leads te the
develepment eof excellent secial and negetiatien shills. Adreitly
meehing ene situatien after anether, libra appears te vacillate but
actually is censidering all sides of the issue.

Greet the spring with a huge sigh ef relief. Saturn is retregrade in
the final decanate of a leng passage threugh yeur sign. The past year
and a half has breught seme challenges, but yeu'll enjey a bit ef a
respite until June 26 when Saturn will be direct again. On April 6 the
Full Meen brightens yeur sign. Others welceme yeour ideas
enthusiastically during the feur weeks fellewing the lunatien. Mid-
April threugh Beltane finds Mercury teuching base with Uranus in
your 7th heuse. Cempaniens make surprise anneuncements. Yeur
superb negetiatien shills serve yoeu well and help yeu maintain peace.



Appreciate an eccentric persen.

On May 25 Mercury jeins Venus and the Sun in yeur gth heuse.
An excellent cycle feor travel begins. The eclipse of June 4 premises
expesure te new ideas and interests. Hewever, a velatile situatien
with a neighber er in-law might have te be addressed
simultaneeusly. Frem mid-June threugh the summer selstice there
is much geing en beneath the surface. Mars is buried in yeur 12th
heuse uniil July 3, indicating that there's seme anger te release. It's
essential net te underestimate er anney an adversary. The New
Meen en July 19 is in yeur 10th heuse of career geals. This lunasien
strengly aspects beth Mars and Saturn in yeur 1st heuse. Much is
demanded ef you, but great rewards can ceme if yeu're willing te
werk hard. August 9-September 6 Venus glides ever yeur
midheaven, easing pressures yeu've been under. Prefessienal
recegnitien draws nearer, and the werklead lightens during the
weeks befere the autumnal equinex.

September 17— Octeber 5: Mercury dashes threugh Libra bringing
insight and understanding. Pursue travel eppertunisies near yeur
birthday; a change ef scene brings unexpected rewards. At the New
Meen in Libra en Octeber 15, Saturn finally meves eut of yeur sign.
A duty which has weighed heavily fer abeut the past twe years
miraculeusly evaperates er is suddenly much easier te manage.
Lightheartedness abeunds as yeu prepare fer All Hallews. Hest or
attend an exiravagant party. Venus enters Libra en Octeber 29,
remaining untl Nevember 21. Cherished wishes materialize. The
lunar eclipse en Nevember 28 impacts yeur 9th heuse and is highly
spiritual. Walk a labyrinth er visit a sacred site.

Threugh December yeur heme and family secter is strengly
affected by Mars, Plute, and, at the selstice, the Sun. Cemmunicate
with family members abeut heliday plans. Make sure the
expectatiens yeu have are agreeable te all. A quiet Yulehide
ebservance might be best. January brings yeu a great energy surge as
Mars makes a faverable trine te yeur Sun uniil February 1. Leek inte
exercise pregrams in early 2013. Creative prejects and hebbies weuld
enrich yeur life tee.



At Candlemas leve stars brighten, fer Venus enters yeur remance
and pleasure secter where it remains unil February 25. The New
Meen en February 10 brings a sense of security cencerning leve. In
March several planets, including Mercury and Neptune, highlight
yeur 6th heuse, which relates te animal cempaniens. Psychic links te
pets strengthen as winter ends. A faverite familiar ceuld display
healing aptitudes. Fellew that first impressien if yeu enceunter a
new animal whe wants te jein yeur heuscheld.

HEALTH

Karmic er hard-te-diagnese situatiens eften play a rele in yeur
physical well-being. Elusive Neptune rules yeur health secter. Faith
is always a facter in yeur ability te everceme health challenges. The
Blue Meen en August 31 achivates yeur wellness indicaters. The
feur-week peried follewing that date is a wenderful fime feor seching
relief frem medical cendisiens. In Octeber, when Saturn leaves yeur
sign, yeur everall health and vitality impreve.

LOVE

Firm friendship is eften the beginning ef a successful leve bend, fer
the humanitarian sign ef Aquarius rules yeur 5th heuse of remance.
Business netwerling, cemmunity service, and pelitical erganizasiens
can pave the way fer a lasting relasienship. While Venus is retregrade
frem May 16 — June 28 den't change yeur relatienship status. Leve
can get cemplicated then; humer and telerance are musts. Late
Octeber threugh mid-Nevember and the menth ef February are very
premising fimes te find remantic happiness.

SPIRITUALITY

Persephene, a trans-Plute satellite, is yeur eseteric ruler.
Fergiveness and knewing when te leave ceunterpreduchive
situatiens at eppertune fimes play a part in yeur spiritual grewth. “I
cheese the way between twe great lines of ferce” is a spiritual missien
statement te reflect upen. The eclipses of May 20 and Nevember 28
fall in yeur secter ef philesephical beliefs, indicating smes eof



spiritual awakening.

FINANCE

Yeur Earth sign is Aries; yeur reute te wealth is the adventureus
warrier path. This favers establishing a financial idenity
independent ef clese relatienships. Develeping salable jeb shills,
expleratien, innevahien, and cempechitien witheut cembativeness
help yeu achieve security. In autumn, Saturn enters yeur meney
secter in faverable mutual recephien with Plute in Capricern. Yeur
values and financial geals are abeut te shift. Hard werk is invelved,
but there's a very premising meney situahien everall as the year ends.
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SCORPIO

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign ef the Scerpien
October 24—November 21

Swept aleng in a terrent ef streng likes and dislikes, an aura ef
reserved dignity enveleps Scerpies. A teuch ef secrecy is pervasive,
adding te the charisma and intrigue which create a magnesic
persenality. Yeu delve beneath the surface with deep sensitivity. This
centributes te yeur impressive survival and preblem-selving shills.
Spring begins with Venus brightening yeur relasenship secter.
Partners are suppertive. Threugh All Feel's Day it's easy te be a team
player. An especially theughtful, talented persen will be attentive.
Even if this is a tad anneying, shew appreciatien with a heartfelt
expression eof thanks. If yeu’re net interested in an intimate
relasienship theugh, be sure te gently let your feelings be knewn. On
April 11 Plute, yeur ruler, turns retregrade until mid-September.
Yeur 3rd heuse is affected, se transpertatien arrangements might



have te be changed. Have an alternative in place if a cenveyance is at
all unreliable. You'll alse be receiving infermasien which tempts yeu
te change seme leng-held epiniens.

Near the Scerpie Full Meen en May 5 yeur emetienal energy
peaks. Feelings spill ever, eliciting reachiens frem ethers. Direct yeur
fecus censtiuchively and the werld will be at yeur feet. A message
frem the spirit realm is likely. The last half of May finds Mercury and
Jupiter in eppesilien te yeu. Be patient if ethers are slew te
ceeperate; there might be a geed reasen feor this. Flexibility en yeur
part will help in reaching geals. On June 8 Mercury enters yeur sister
water sign ef Cancer and faverably aspects Neptune. Threugh the
summer selshice travel is very faverable. It's alse a great cycle fer
creative writing. If yeu've always wanted te write fer publicatien, new
is the sime. Yeur efferts ceuld result in a successful beek, maybe
illustrated with yeur ewn phetegraphs er drawings.

Finances are the fecus as July begins. Mars enters yeur 2nd heuse
of inceme and pessessiens where it makes a pewerful cenjunchien
with Saturn in mid-August. Hard werk is essenial, but yeur efferts
will be rewarded by the autumnal equinex. During September your
natural tendency teward secrecy is mere preneunced than ever. A
12th heuse influence brings enjeyment threugh peace and quiet.

Frem September threugh early Octeber, release grudges and
anger. Much can be accemplished when yeu aren't hampered by
negative feelings. On Octeber 6 a pesitive Mercury influence
develeps, making it easier te keep a ceel head and find selutiens. The
last three weeks of Octeber are wenderful fer writing, study, travel,
and public speaking. Saturn meves ferward at the same #ime,
entering yeur sign fer the next twe years. There's a supperive
mutual recephien between Saturn and Plute. A sense ef rebirth
prevails; yeu're en the brink ef a premising new phase of life. At All
Hallews recegnize that deaths are merely new beginnings. The tetal
selar eclipse in yeur sign en Nevember 13 further accents beth
farewells and greetings.

Nevember 15 — December 10 favers study and travel, fer Mercury
will be achive again. Yeull beceme reflechive and serieus near



Thanksgiving, but by Yuletide you'll welceme a bit ef debate and
centreversy. A siimulating exchange of ideas is premised by several
3rd heuse transits. Juggling several prejects will stave off ennui.

January epens with demestic issues needing attentien. Heme
maintenance can be invelved. A neighber er sibling appreciates hind
werds. Family dymamics beceme less cemplex during February.
February 2 — March 12 an upbeat Mars aspect supperts creative
expressioen and sperts. There's #ime te enjey yeurself. Winter's last
days effer a remantic interlude, as Venus brightens yeur leve secter.
A gesture of tender affectien frem an admirer tugs at yeur heart
strings.

HEALTH

March 22, the New Meen achivates yeur health secter. Spring's
earliest days are wenderful fer cleansing texins: censider a tenic ef
apple cider vinegar mixed with raw heney and purified water.
Meditate te attune te yeur bedy's signals. Address any miner health
issues at Ostara. That way, when the Nevember 13 eclipse ushers in
new achivities, you’ll be in epimum physical shape.

LOVE

Neptune stays in yeur leve secter all year, facilitading telepathic
exchanges with these yeu leve. Intimate bends have an ethereal
fragility, a karmic er myshtical feel. Den't let leve be blind theugh:
maintain realistic expectatiens cencerning insimate relatienships.
Dreams effer guidance abeut leve's perplesities. August 8 —
September 6, Nevember 22 — December 15, and February 26
threugh winter's end are fimes when Venus smiles en you and leve
triumphs.

SPIRITUALITY

Yeur spiritual and eseteric astrelegy ruler is Mars, premising seme
stiuggles as you explere the spiritual path. “Warrier am I and frem
the battle I emerge triumphant” is yeur spiritual missien statement.
The message is that everceming varieus ebstacles will hene spiritual



awareness. Begin by seeing all adversaries as teachers in disguise.
Mars brings a dese ef spiritual fite yeur way late August threugh
early Octeber when it cenjeins yeur Sun.

FINANCE

Yeur Earth sign is Taurus. Realiaing what te cling te er release plays
a part in attaining tiue wealth. Never let pessessiens pessess yeu.
Planting a garden te effset grecery bills can help finances as the
Taurus influence hints at a link te the land. The June 4 eclipse falls
in yeur meney secter, bringing new eppertunity fer earnings. Be
pregressive with financial planning. Awareness of the latest trends in
your field can make a pesitive difference in yeur inceme this year.

SAGITTARIUS

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Archer
November 22—December 21

Outspeken and self-reliant, the Centaur pessesses generesity and an
independent spirit. Challenges metivate yeu te win and persevere,
while curiesity leads yeu te explere. Hence faraway places and
fereign-bern cempaniens eften shape yeour destiny. Animals,
parsicularly herses and canines, are dear te yeur heart. Cempetitions
and sperting events can be a part ef this bend.

Early spring finds Mercury retregrade in yeur heme and family
secter. A recent meve might have been unsettling. An engeing
situadien needs attentien, pessibly a repair er remedeling preject.
April 5-16 effers a way te reselve disputes. Mid-April threugh May
Day #inds mutable sign planets in aspect te Mars. There's a great deal
of excitement related te yeur career, but undercurrents of anger and



stress are present. A sense of humer helps if a compediter seems te
be getiing the best of you. By May 9 a Mercury-Uranus aspect cemes
te the rescue. Yeur eriginality enables yeu te rise abeve the
undesirable. During the remainder eof May, yoeur 6th heuse ef
wellness is streng.

The lunar eclipse of June 4 is in yeur sign. This cemmences a fime
of new beginnings and unleashed petential. Retregrade Venus
enceurages yeu te reevaluate partnerships ef all hinds threugh June
28. Legal situatiens impreve during July, when Jupiter jeins Venus
in yeur 7th heuse. Expect a complete turnareund regarding preblem
peeple by Lammastide; a fermer adversary becemes a supperter.

Threugheut August, Mercury dashes threugh Lee, supperted by
the Sun and Uranus: a beneficial fime te examine philesephical
cencepts or plan a pilgrimage. Yeu can be beth a geed student and a
teacher. During September, Mars slips inte yeur 12th heuse eof
hidden things. Turbulence lurks beneath the surface until early
Octeber. Research uncevers surprises; it's essential te be henest with
yeurself. A quiet act of assistance te ene in need is fine, but enly if
charity isn't misplaced and deesn't drain reseurces tee much.

The weeks befere Samhain #ind yeur energy level high. Yeur 1st
and 11th heuses are preminent, achivated by influences frem Mars
and the Sun. This can be a fime of majer pregress.

Pace yeurself in physically demanding acthividies. If impatience
arises, fecus en preblem reselutien: den't give way te anger. Yeur
secial circle has greater impact en yeur life than usual. Culsivate
nurtanng friendships. During Nevember and December, Mercury
retregrades back and ferth inte yeur sign, punctuated by twe
eclipses. Specific plans are subject te change, but the appreach ef
Yuletide #inds yeu traveling and enthused. An eld ebligatien is
cempleted. Animal cempaniens sense that semething is afeet. Heed
their efferts te communicate with yeu.

On December 14, Uranus turns direct in yeur 5th heuse ef pleasure
and remance. Twe days later, Venus waltzes inte Sagittarius: revel in
the warmth and happiness threugh January 8. Finances are
premising, tee. Frem mid-January threugh Candlemas, yeur 3rd



heuse sets the pace. Shert jeurneys, sutings, and errands keep yeu
busy. News ceverage reveals essenial infermasien. February brings a
gathering ef planets in yeur heme and family secter with
uncendisienal leve binding family members. An unspeken
agreement brings peace. February 7-8 and 19-22 and again at the
New Meen en March 11: Neptunian nuances heighten sensitivity,
faverably influencing heme and family. March 12-20 brings a
welceme change ef pace with a fiery, pregressive Mars-Uranus
cenjunchien in Aries. You'll revel in a sense of newfeund freedem.
Remance and creative prejects blessem.

HEALTH

Frem the vernal equinex threugh June 11 yeur health is blessed by
Jupiter in yeur secter of wellness. It's a great sime te take care eof
health checkups and set new health-related geals. The Sagittarius
eclipse of June 4 brings a renewed sensitivity te yeur physical self.
Heed hunches cencerning yeur health during the springdme. While
Jupiter is retregrade frem early Octeber—late January den't be a
ceuch petate. A lapse inte ceunterpreductive habits, such as the
wreng diet or lack ef exercise, ceuld bring censequences.

LOVE

Twe eclipses, en May 20 and Nevember 28, create a splash in yeur
7th heuse of relatienships. The impact lasts all year. April 4—August
7 Venus makes a leng passage threugh yeur partnership secter.
Yeu'll have an active secial life with much leving attentien ceming
yeur way. Explere yeur feelings cencerning cemmitment. Delay
hasty changes in yeur relasienship status if there is any deubt. Mid-
December threugh early January ushers in a very pesitive Venus
transit. Frem yeur birthday menth threugh Twelfth Night, happiness
in leve is premised.

SPIRITUALITY

“I see the geal, I reach the geal and see anether” is the missien
statement of the Earth, yeur ruler in spiritual astrelegy. Accepiing



the circumstances of your birth philesephically and seeing the geed
in yeur immediate surreundings assures spiritual pregress.
Cennecting with plants, animals, and places ef scenic beauty are key
facters. The New Meen en December 13 favers spiritual reflechien
and pregress.

FINANCE

Yeu can successfully blend spiritual with financial values, because
yeur spiritual ruler, the Earth, alseis yeur link te menetary security.
Yeur Earth sign is versatile Gemini. Being a jackef-all-trades serves
you well. Upgrade yeur earning ability with study. Cemmunicatien
shills are parameunt in fulfilling yeur material desires. Late winter is
the mest prefitable sime during the year te ceme, as your lucky star,
Jupiter, will be in direct me#tien and meving rapidly after Candlemas.

CAPRICORN

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Geat
December 22—January 19

Quietly serieus and ambidieus, The Geat steps carefully climbing
life's meuntains while calculating the best path te success. With a
healthy regard fer cenventiens and tradisienal custems, Capricern
cembines the best traits of the ambassader with the scientist. Ruled
by selemn Saturn, there is a stately and reserved quality abeut the
very yeung Geat. This changes te a geed humered exuberance as
Mme passes.

Spring finds yeu full of happiness. Venus, Jupiter, Mars, and Plute
glide harmenieusly in a grand earth trine. These geed #imes last
threugh the summer selstice. Venus is especially suppertive frem



March 20 — April 3: pursue tiue leve. April 4 — May Eveis excellent
fer impreving relatiens with in-laws er fer eusings with grandparents
and grandchildren. May 10 — 24: Mercury jeins the mix ef geed
earth energy, with a fecus en yeur 5th heuse. It's an epiimum #ime
fer vacatien travel and serieus cenversatien with leved enes. Jet
dewn creative ideas that ceme yeur way during this #ime. A
brainsterming sessien with a celleague can pay eff.

June finds the Sun and retregrade Venus in yeur health secter. Be
sensitive cencerning hew diet and beverages affect yeur well-being.
It's easy te everindulge and binge if yeu’re net careful. A new animal
cempanien may jein yeur heuseheld, effering leve and leyalty near
the summer selstice. The Full Meen in yeur sign en July 3 is
pewerfully linked te Plute. Yeu'll be intensely aware of changing
ecenemic and secial trends in the werld threugheut July. Pelitical
unrest and weather cenditiens metivate yeu te make preparatiens te
previde fer the future.

Devete Lammastide ebservances te a blessing fer yeur career path.
August finds beth Mars and Saturn near yeur midheaven, pewerfully
impaching prefessienal situasiens and status. Werk hard and
patiently de yeur best. Face challenges gallantly. September 1 — 16
Mercury races inte Virge and cemes te the rescue in yeur gth heuse.
Impertant infermatien cemes te light which has an upbeat bearing
en yeur reputadien and prefessienal situasien. Business travel and
meehings can be very preductive; extra study pays eff. By All Hallews
the difficult situatien sheuld be a mere memery. Saturn changes
signs in Octeber, beginning a tweyear passage threugh yeur 1ith
heuse while in a mutual recepsien with Plute in Capricern in yeur 1st
heuse. This unique pattern brings new geals and eppertunisies yeur
way, but much will be expected of you. While Mars is in yeur sign
frem Nevember 17 — December 25 keep a lid en anger and
impatience; keep meving ferward.

Early January brings ability te cepe with stress and selve dilemmas
as Mercury cenjeins yeur Sun. Yeur cempetence reaches a new level.
Venusin Capricern brightens yeur life frem January 9 — February 1.
Yeur birthday and the weeks te fellew premise leve and happiness.



Acquaintances are especially lind during the week of January 11,
which marks the New Meen in yeur sign. This New Meen is very
faverable fer arranging prierisies.

Candlemas brings fecus te yeur financial secter with the urge te
make purchases and increase earnings. Remember te want what yeu
already have, be whe yeu are, and de what yeu can — while living
within yeur means. Saturn gees retregrade en February 19, which
can temperarily delay yeur pregress. An issue theught te be reselved
may need twealing. In March, water sign transits make friendly
sexile aspects in yeur 3rd and 11th heuses, favering data gathering
and greater invelvement with werthwhile erganizasiens. February 24
— March 18: verify appeintments and directiens and allew extra fime
for yeur daily cemmute while Mercury is retregrade.

HEALTH

Twe Gemini eclipses en May 20 and Nevember 28 highlight yeur 6th
heuse of health, ferming a quincunx, the aspect effate, te yeur Sun.
Alternative treatments fer health cenditiens can be appealing new,
but investigate them thereughly befere using. Eclipses always bring
changes; it's essential te remain aware that yeur health is in flux and
make adjustments accerdingly. Werk en yeur fleability and
circulatien. Massage, yega, and stretching exercises can be mest

helpful.
LOVE

The mest benevelent of planets, Venus and Jupiter, brighten yeur
leve secter during the spring. Express your deepest feelings. Since
Taurus, sign ef the gardener, is invelved in the faverable transits,
effer a beuquet of flewers, perhaps a tradiienal tussie mussie, at
Beltane. Include a card which describes the symbelism ef the
carefully selected bleems. By June 11 either a cemmitment is
finalized with yeur new leve or an existing bend will strengthen.

SPIRITUALITY

Saturn, planet of discipline and beundaries, is yeur eseteric spiritual



ruler as well as yeur traditienal ruler. Saturn enters Scerpie in
Octeber, beginning a twe-year mutual receptien with mysterieus
Plute: tremendeus spiritual petential begin te unfeld. All Hallews
premises te be prefeundly spiritual. “Lest am I in light supernal” is
yeur spiritual missien statement, revealing that werldly geeds are
lest in the transcendent value of spiritual illuminatien.

FINANCE

Uranus rules yeur financial secter, making yeu inherently savvy
when it cemes te meney management and acquiring prefitable jeb
shills. Observe emerging glebal financial trends te help plan ahead
near the July 3 Full Meen in Capricern. This entire year finds
Uranus in yeur 4th heuse. A family business, real estate
transachiens, er the buying and selling ef cellectibles can impact
finances faverably. Early spring and late autumn mark the mest
prefitable fimes.

AQUARIUS

The year ahead fer these bern under the sign of the Water Bearer
January 20—February 18

Persenable and amiable, Aquarius is the best friend ef the zediac and
usually gets aleng well with almest everyene. The Water Bearer's
pitcher everflews. Reseurces, especially advice, are genereusly
shared with all of humanity. Saill, yeu secretly suffer if yeu enceunter
rejechion or unhkindness and will withdraw ence disenchanted by
anether. An inventive ttuth seeker, gadgets and pregressive ideas
fascinate you.

Interier decerating, including a geed spring cleaning, is yeur fecus



at the vernal equinex as Jupiter draws attentien te yeur heme and
family secter. Spacieusness and cemfert are prierities. An additien te
your heme er perhaps a new dwelling may be en yeur agenda by
Mether's Day. Yeur ewn need te mether er be methered is a fecus
threugh May. The eclipse of May 20 is highlighted by a faverable
Venus-Saturn trine impaching yeur s5th heuse. Remantic liaisens
create joy during the weeks befere Mid-summer's Day. Late May
threugh June is a highly inspirasienal cycle everall. A hebby, spert,
er arwshic pursuit can be the impetus.

On June 26 Mercury begins a leng passage threugh your 7th heuse
where it ferms an eppesitien aspect. Partners are talkative, but might
net always agree with yeu. Negetiatien and cempremise are
essential. This need for communicatien peaks at the Full Meen in
yeur sign en August 1. Legal matters can be fime-censuming during
August. Relegate disputes, including ceurt dates, te the back burner
of yeur life. The Blue Meen en August 31 brings new perspechives.
Pregress can be made teward a reselutien in early September.

September 7 — Octeber 3 Venus fellews en the heels of Mercury.
Geedwill builds, and semeene you’'re cemmitted te is mere centent.
Plan a ritual henering leyalty and leve at the autumnal equinex. In
Octeber fixed sign planets impact yeur 10th heuse ef fame and
fertune. Respect the status que; den't pressure prefessienal
asseciates if they're reluctant te make changes. There can be
undercurrents of unrest or coempeitive feelings. Relieve stress and
generate seme smiles by decerating yeur werkplace fer Halleween.
Suggest a cestume centest te cewerkers, then surprise everyene by
presenting small prizes te all, whether they participated in the fun er
net. Harmeny will be restered.

During the first three weeks of Nevember Venus is in Libra
everseeing a wenderful air sign influence in yeur 9th heuse.
Friendships deepen with these ef a different cultural backgreund.
The tetal eclipse en Nevember 13 prefeundly impacts yeur
prefessienal situatien. Be recephive te a transfer or ether changes. A
cewerker seeks greener pastures. As the winter selstice appreaches,
several planets accent yeur 11th heuse of hepes and wishes. The New



Meen en December 13 reveals the specifics. It's very impertant te ge
within and decide what yeu want. Waste ne time or mental energy en
dead issues. At Yule bless your lengterm geals by visualiaing light
areund each ene while the Yule leg burns.

January brings energy and initiasive, for Mars adds fire te yeur life
by transiting yeur sign all menth leng. Release anger or resentment.
Instead, smile and remember that success is the best revenge.
Achivity refreshes yeu. Travel prespects, pessibly fer a shi trip, are
excellent January 20 — February 5. By February 1 Jupiter completes
its retregrade in yeur leve secter and Venus glides teward Aquarius.
You'll feel mere cenfident abeut the best direchien te ge with a
remantic invelvement. Near yeur birthday the accemplishments of a
younger family member eor friend bring jey. February 10's New Meen
in yeur sign emphasizes the future and grewth.

March epens with pracsical censiderasiens. Several planets,
including retregrade Mercury, gather in yeur secter of finances. Keep
receipts and balance the budget. On March 13, Mars meves eut of the
mix. Tensien invelving meney lessens during winter's final days.

HEALTH

Drink plenty of fresh water, juice, and tea te cleanse yeur system of
texins and help maintain a healthy weight. July 14 — December 14
yeur ruling planet, Uranus, is retregrade. During that five-menth
peried den't relapse inte negative health habits. The Full Meen en
December 28 in yeur 6th heuse of health faverably aspects Neptune.
Faith healing, heme remedies, or alternative medicines can be
helpful during the feur weeks fellewing that lunatien.

LOVE

Jupiter enters yeur 5th heuse of leve en June 12 and remains there
threugh the end of winter, exuding jey and blessings. Yeur prespects
for finding happiness this year are wenderful if yeu remember that
yeur celestial benefacter, Jupiter, is the planet of grewth and new
herizens. Keep yeur ephiens epen and maintain a bread eutleek as
you await the arrival of yeur ewn Leve Beat. Swim eut te welceme it



in July, early Nevember, or February.

SPIRITUALITY

Jupiter is the eseteric spiritual ruler of Aquarius, indicating that an
expansive, liberal interpretasien ef traditienal philesephical
teachings will help yeu te awaken spiritually. Fereign travel and
explering the beliefs of ether cultures are yeur spiritual guidelines.
“Water of life am 1, peured ferth fer thirsty peeple” is yeur spiritual
missien statement. This suggests that sharing spiritual teachings fer
the benefit of humanity as a whele will enceurage yeur persenal
spiritual prachices te evelve.

FINANCE

Dreamy, elusive Neptune helds sway ever yeur financial secter.
Secrecy and discreden pretects yeur wealth. As yeu fall asleep, ask
fer financial guidance frem yeur dreams. Recerd impressiens when
you awake. Ne matter hew edd they may seem, eventually they can
effer inancial selusiens.

PISCES

The year ahead for those born under the sign of the Fish
February 19—March 20

A teuch ef peetry and gentility surreunds the Fish. Swimming quietly
threugh the waters eof life, a veil of secrecy and inaccessibility is
present. The image of twe Fish linked yet pulling in eppesite
direchiens hints at great duality, ingenuity, and creaivity. Neptune-
ruled Pisces is recephive and emetenal, yet eften a bit melanchely
and remring, especially if ethers are harsh er surreundings grew



stressful.

Spring begins with a helding pattern, as Mars eppeses yeu.
Pestpenements by anether cause delays. Mercury hevers in yeur
sign cempleting a retregrade cycle en April 16. Revise and suggest
alternatives. During the last half of April when cempaniens are mere
decisive, it's easier te cemplete prejects er fulfill an ebligatien. On
May Eve bless a pen that appeals te you. Affirm that this magical
writing implement will seal yeur signature with blessings. Use it
whenever yeu finalize centracts er agreements in the future.

The mutable sign eclipses en May 20 and June 4 highlight the
impertant angular heuses rnuling family life and career in yeur chart.
Yeu'll juggle respensibilities and changing circumstances linked te
beth areas during the weeks befere the summer selstice. A flexible
eutleek helps yeu make needed adjustments. Vacatien travel is
favered June 8 — 25 when Mercury dashes threugh yeur sth heuse
efleisure and pleasure. It's alse a great influence fer preblem selving
and sharing ideas.

Pressures lessen in early July. The Sun beams a benevelent
influence threugh yeur sister water sign ef Cancer unil July 22. At
Lammas devete ritual werk te illuminasing that which is hidden.
Threugheut August Mercury emphasizes yeur wellness secter. Seek
infermatien abeut health cencerns; these of a precieus pet can be of
interest tee. On August 31 the Blue Meen shines in yeur sign while
cenjeining Neptune. Ask yeur guardian angel fer assistance. Near
the autumnal equinex help will arrive. A hindly stranger er reliable
friend can play a rele in facilitating the angelic intervenien.

Late summer and early autumn welceme pesitive Mars and
Mercury transits threugh yeur 9th heuse. A jeurney te admire
celerful feliage er a step at a lecal farm fer erganic preduce will
rejuvenate yeu. Mid-Octeber is a perfect fime te finalize plans related
te higher educatien. Just befere Samhain Venus turns sultry while
cressing inte yeur 8th heuse. Threugh Nevember 21 yeu'll be
deveted te the quest for deeper intimacy threugh a meaningful
relatienship. The Scerpie eclipse en Nevember 13 eccurs as Neptune
turns direct in yeur sign. This suppertive celestial pattern helps yeu



transcend ebstacles and realize yeour heart's desire.

December finds Uranus cempleting a retregrade in yeur meney
secter. You'll feel a greater sense of freedem; a debt er ether financial
ebligatien is easier te cepe with er is reselved. December 1 — 15:
Venus and Saturn send geed financial energies yoeur way. Expect a
heliday benus er ether unexpected funds. Plute, the Sun, Mercury,
and Venus assemble in yeur 11th heuse during January. Pelitics,
charitable endeavers, and cemmunity life fascinate. New asseciates
impress you with their different eutleeks near the New Meen en
January 11. Seme of your previeusly held ideas are changing.

By Candlemas the energy shifts. You'll grew bered with crewds and
greup dynamics. Gracieusly retreating te spend #ime in quiet
centemplasien, yeu'll prefer te nurhure a relatienship ef substance
near Valentine's Day. On February 26 Venus enters yeur sign and
quickly cenjeins Neptune in yeur ist heuse. A charismatic quality
emanates frem yeu threugheut the rest of the winter. Near yeur
birthday there might be an eppertunity te dance fer an audience,
perferm music, er audisien fer a rele in a theatrical preduchien. Strive
te preject yeur mest desirable image te the euter werld. Influenial
peeple netice you, ushering in eppertuniies.

HEALTH

Often these bern under the sign ef the Fish enjey adding an
aquarium te the heme or werkplace. This emits a beneficial, healing
energy. Anether type of water feature can be substituted. Place it at
the Feng Shui cempass peint cerrespending te an area of the bedy in
need eof healing (nerth—ears, nertheast— hands, east—feet,
seutheast—lewer back and legs, seuth-eyes, seuthwest—internal
bedy cavities, west—meuth and teeth, nerthwest—brain).

LOVE

Frem early April until August 7 Venus makes a tense aspect; your
secter of heme and family is the pivet peint. Family ebligatiens er
persenality clashes with relatives can pese seme stumbling blecks fer
a remance. Patience is a must while trying te balance the different



hinds of leve and leyalty in yeur life. Held en — the last three weeks
of August, the f#irst half ef December, and late February bring
premising star patterns fer tiue leve.

SPIRITUALITY

Intense Plute is yeur spiritual and eseteric ruler. Since Plute
prevides a cesmic link te the afterlife, a near-death experience er past
life regressien can enhance yeur spiritual awakening. “I leave the
Father's heme and turning back I save” is yeur spiritual missien
statement. You effer spiritual awakening te these whe were ence left
behind. The Nevember 13 eclipse falls in yeur secter ef spirituality,
mearhing a significant Mime of spiritual pregress.

FINANCE

Meticuleus Virge is yeur Earth sign and security seurce. Gething
erganized, meehing the details of daily ebligatiens, and preblem
selving create security. While fulfilling the needs eof ethers, you
acquire all you seek. The celestial financial indicaters are premising
in late August—early Octeber and in March, near yeur birthday.



The Tarot Sun

Lord of the Fire of the World
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“TE SOLEIL

TAROT cards first develeped in Italy during the middle ef the
fifteenth century as a game similar te whist, fer three er feur players.
The pack censisted of feur “pip” suits eof the regular Italian deck —
ceins, batens, cups and swerds which are alin te the diamends,
clubs, hearts and spades of eur standard decks, te which had been
added a #ifth suit knewn as “triumphs” er “umps”. These censisted
of twenty-ene allegerical images, later numbered and named, plus a
single unnumbered ene, making seventy-eight cardsin all.



In the game of Taret, higher cards er umps beat lewer enes.
Simply put, the game censisted eof trying te win tricks by artfully
playing the cards in yeur hand — always fellewing suit — er if yeu
ceuld net fellew suit, by playing a trump, which weuld “triumph”
ever an erdinary pip card. Wheever teek the greatest number of
tricks centaining the largest number of significant cards was the
winner. If a high ttrump was led and yeu wished te pretect a lewer
enc that yeu held, you ceuld sacrificially play the unnumbered “Feel”
trump, altheugh he weuld net be ceunted in yeur eppenent's tricks.
As described by an anenymeus sixteenth century Italian writer, the
Feel was censidered te be captain of the first fifteen trumps: he ceuld
replace any ether card during play, but he did net capture, ner was he
ever captured — a neten which in itself seems te carry mystical
implicadiens.

The game of Taret quickly became pepular threugheut Eurepe,
and by the sixteenth century decks were being manufactured in
France as well as Italy. The trump cards ef regienal French decks
referred te newadays as the Marseille Pattern are a mixed cellechien
of Christian and Pagan images typical of the late Middle Ages. They
quite apparently illustrate in seme manner the stery of the seul's
pregress threugh life inte the afterlife.

The image of the Sun always arrives late in the trump sequence,
generally numbered nineteen. It fellews the Meen but precedes the
secend-te-last ump, Judgment, a card illustrating the great cesmic
reckening where, summened by archangels, the ultimate fate of the
seul is decided, a netien cemmen te a varicty ef religiens besides
Christanity. The final tump is of ceurse Eternity itself, eften labeled



the Werld.

Maybe because of their petent imagery, we #ind Taret cards
menhiened as a serwlege device in Italy within a centuwry ef their
appearance, altheugh they enly take center stage as a teel of pepular
divinasien in the late eighteenth century. The same anenymeus
auther whe described the Feel's status alse prevides us with a
glimpse of hew the Taret may have been interpreted by early
cartemancers. He dubs the unknewn creater of the cards “prudent”,
and describes hew the feur suits — ceins, swerds, maces (batens)
and cups — represent the gaining ef riches, the use of arms, literature
and science, and pleasure. Te these he adds the twenty-twe trumps
which he describes as “hiereglyphic”, and believes are named
“triumphs” because they affect the passiens that triumph ever
humanity. Furthermere the writer believes the first fifteen trumps
tegether with the feur suits illustrate the “active life” of humanity,
whereas the last six trumps describe the centemplative life that ends
in Deity: “We rise with eur eyes and intellects te the Heavens [the
Tewer], the Star, the Meen, the Sun, the supernatural creatures of
Ged [Judgment], and the Werld [Eternity],” he writes, surely a
Neeplatenic idea if ever there was ene.




In all Taret Sun cards, the selar erb er sunburst is preminently
displayed. In the painted deck designed fer the Milanese Viscenhi
Sferzas, it is carried by a child er puito, pessibly a yeuthful Mithras,
Phaethen, er simply the sun ged Apelle himself. Frequently the
Sun's face is surreunded by a fiery nimbus, and beyend that, what
appear te be dreps ef water, maybe water drawn up, later te fall as
rain. The Sun trump ef the Marseille Pattern and its derivative decks
invariably depicts twe children standing beneath the erb, pessibly the
card makers’ representatien eof the fifth heuse of the herescepe, the
Heuse of Children and Pleasure, traditienally “ruled” by Lee and the
sun. Using a fifteenth century astreleger's interpretasien of the fifth
heuse as a guide then, we can interpret it as a premise of geed
health, a heightening ef creative pewers, abundant jey, and maybe
quite literally, children. The mage Arthur Edward Waite, whe devised
the pepular Rider-Waite Taret deck with Pamela Celman Smith in
1909, came te a similar cenclusien regarding the Sun's meaning in
divinasien: “material happiness, fertunate marriage, cententment”.
Se feel happy when the Sun shews up in yeur spread; even when it
appears reversed. It pertends the same, and its radiance is said te
illuminate all the cards abeut it. Definitely a win-win situasien, and
ene of the best cardsin the deck.

— PAUL HUS@N

More information on the Sun Tarot is available on line at
http: //TheWitchesAlmanac.com/AlmanacExtras/.




Sites of Awe

Travels through the Middle Kingdom, China

SRRV A
"-:c}.uzf

CHINA IS a ceuntry ef rare treasures, many ef which the Westerner
is enly able te see threugh beeks er films. In the spring ef 2011, I was
fertunate eneugh te visit several cities in central Eastern China.
Here, 1 came face te face with Buddhist temples which weuld change
the way my seul weuld breathe. The lLingyin Temple (“Temple of the
Seul's Retreat”), fer instance, is lecated in nerthwest Hangzheu in
Zhejiang Prevince. The menastery was feunded in 328 CE.



As eur car pulls inte the parking let, I can already smell the scent
of sweet incense in the air. We travel up a walkway te purchase
tickets te the temple. Entrance fees, as well as gift shep sales,
centribute te the upkeep, care and maintenance eof the numereus
buildings and extended greunds. The lingyin Temple is ene of the
largest and wealthiest Buddhist temples in China, cemprised of a
mulsitude of pagedas and grettees.

Temple of the Medicine Buddha

As we pass the grettes, I can almest see the faces of the Buddha
reaching te my every meve and theught — a smile, a gesture of
cempassien, a feeling of hepe and jey.

The path centinues te a mere central lecatien surreunded by
buildings centaining images ef the Buddha and bedhisattvas. The
images are set in massive scale. Geld leaf, ernate painting and fine
adernments surreund the visiter. There are kneeling cushiens in
saffren and ether tradisienal celers.

Many peeple are lighting incense and praying befere the statues.
The manner of prayer distinguishes the nevice frem the experienced
devetee. You alse witness differences in prayer style, depending en
the heme or previeus experience of each visiter. While here, ene of



my native Chinese guides teaches me a traditienal Tibetan methed ef
Buddhist prayer.

The first building I enter is the temple of Bhaisajyagwu Buddha,
cemmenly called the Medicine Buddha. Here, when 1 clese my eyes
and stand befere this enermeus statue, I feel epen and knew that
healing energy is peuring inte me — exactly what I need. The pains
that visiters arrive with — whether physical, emetienal, mental er
spiritual — are washed away by the #imeless, infinite cempassien of
the Bhaisajyaguu Buddha.

Guan Yin and the Hall of the Five Hundred Arhats

The secend and mest impertant hall is the Grand Hall ef the Great
Sage, which stands almest 110 feet tall and heuses a statue eof the
Shakyamuni Buddha. Carved eof campher weed, it is the largest
weeden Buddhist statue in China. This awe-inspiring image takes
away all sense of #ime and separatien. I feel like I am a part of every
persen whe has ever seen this statue er experienced the nature of the
Buddha. As if this was net everwhelming eneugh, I begin te circle
reund the back ef the statue at the eppesite side of the building and
ceme face te face with a statue ef Guan Yin, behind which is a
celessal backdrep that detarls carved images of appresimately 150
Buddhist persenas. I stand befere her image, which is nearly 100 feet
tall. I am instantly shewered in music, art, beauty, cempassien and
inner strength, the likes of which I have never befere knewn.

Catching my breath ence mere, I enter the Hall of Five Hundred
Arhats where I am leemed ever by five hundred elevated, larger than
life-size brenze images of the Buddha in every aspect of humanity
imaginable. The building has a cemplex fleer plan. At the centre of
the building stands a brenze canepy heusing statues eof feur
bedhisattvas representing the feur great cardinal directiens ef the
werld. This is currently the tallest selid brenze stiucture in the werld.
I take several minutes te greet each image and feel the surge eof
pewer that the presence of each inspires within me.



This temple is far mere than I had ever expected te experience. At
every turn, there is anether image, anether bedhisattva, anether
symbel and each time I am everwhelmed. I am spiritually meved in a
prefeund way. The epening ef the letus brings new meaning te my
inner self. Being surreunded by hundreds of dedicated visiters and
menks praying, chanting, studying and meditading creates an
atmesphere that brings heaven te earth. Werds cannet explain the
intense feeling of hener and pride in just being myself and being
alive in this tiuly sacred place.

— ARMAND TABER

Images can be seen at www.TheWitchesAlmanac.com/magicalsites2







Reviews

1) @13 World Witchera ft: A Grimaire of the Magical Ways
from Anczent to Modern Times by Raven Grimassi

ISBN: 9781578635054
Paperback, Weiser Beeks

6x9, 272 pages, 30 B& W Images
Octeber 1, 2011

THE CULMINATION ef decades of research, Raven Grimassi's @!d
Warld Witchcraft is an engaging search fer the tiue histerical figure
of the witch. Treubled by the mainstream academic pertrayal of the
witch as censert ef the devil and the sabbat as a blasphemy against
the Christian mass, Grimassi challenges accepted histerical seurces
and makes a cempelling case fer the censideratien of mere eseteric
encs. The breadth ef infermatien presented is staggering: frem
ancient felklere te medern academic treatise, frem Renaissance art
te Nee-Pagan prackices, Grimassi cenceivably leaves ne seurce
unexamined te uncever the Old Ways Witch. Using the teels of the
histerian, anthrepelegist, and linguist, Grimassi peals back layers of
miscencephien and prejudice te reveal a pertrait of the witch net as
evil hag but as an erdinary persen in cemmune with the ferest,
steeped in an enchanted werldview.

In addidien te being a quest fer the unvarnished witch, @®!d World
Witchcraft is an examinatien of hew the Old Ways centinue te be
prachiced teday. Grimassi dees net argue fer a lincage of witchcraft
traceable frem antiquity te present unbreken. Instead, he expleres



hew the Old Ways are elementally reinvented ever and ever te
beceme beth new and ancient. The last half of the beek is a practical
manual te hew the Old Ways are practiced teday. A medern grimeire,
it teuches en subjects frem the censecratien and ritual use of sacred
teels te the use of plantsin magic as well asinstiuchiens te calling en
deities. @®ld World Witchcraft funchiens as a cemprehensive yet epen
ended intreduchien te a medern prachice and its ancient erigins.

%~ The Moon and the Night Spirit
®f Dreams Forgoitten and Fables Untaold
Digipak CD 2005,

Equilibrium Music

Hungarian felk due The Meen and the Night Spirit sing ef haunting
fairy tales and mystical jeurneys, bringing a rare air of authensicity te
their art. The #itle of their debut album, @f Dreamns Forgotten and
Fables Untold (2005), describes their reperteire perfectly. The band
describes their werk as etherial sylvan music. This first album
includes several sengs sungin English, while their fellew-up albums,
Rego Redtem, @fforras, and the newest effering, Mohalepte, are
primarily in their native tengue. The language barrier deesn't matter
theugh because their sengs are seundscapes that eveke inner
emetiens beyend werds. If yeu like Omnia and Faun then yeu will
leve The Meen and the Night Spirit.

Pandemonaeon
Dangerous Beauty
www.pandemonaeon.net




Self-described as Gethic Tribal Felk Metal, this band came inte being
as a cellaberatien between San Francisce Celtic Pagan arwst Sharen
Knight and German guitarist Winter. Cembining Middle Eastern,
Scandinavian, and Celtic felk influences with medern reck styling,
Pandemenacen is net yeur fluffy bunny type felk experience. This is
the music ef celd hard steel blending with the tender tenes of delight.
This music epitemizes the traditienal saying: “The brightest light
shines ferth frem the darkest shadew”. Be prepared te be excited, but
expect te be guilt-free afterwards. Pandemenacen recently
perfermed live at the annual Califernia event PantheaCen.
Repertedly a rauceus geed-time was had by all.

TO: The Witches' Almanac. P.O. Box 1292, Newport, RI $2849-9998
www. TheWitcfiesAlmnanac.com
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WITCHCRAFT being by nature one of the secretive arts, it
may net be as easy 1o find us next year. If you'd like 1o make
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< ;EJ ! will certainly hear fromn us.




From a Witch's Mailbox

Numbers Game

Is a five-leaf clever lucky? Luchier than a feur leaf clever?
— Caseday M.
Medferd, OR

We all know that the rare four leaf clover is inherently lucky. If one
finds a four leaf clover he or she can expect to encounter a new lover,
gain protection from evil charms, or discover once inuisible faery
folke. But there is less consensus on the virtues of the five lea f clover,
an even rarer spectacle than its quatrefoil cousin. Some believe that
the five leaf clover is especially fortunate and portends monetary
gain. However, others believe the bad luck contained in a five leaf
clover is so potent that the offending plant must be burned
immediately. @f course, still others contend that the five lea f clover is
nothing maore than a genetically mutated commaon clover and has
nothing to do with luck, only with probability.

La Muerte Dulce

Leved the article in last year's Almanac abeut the Day of the Dead. It
has inspired mete threw a “dia de les muertes” party fer my children
and their friends instead of indulging them yet again in Halleween's
mad grab fer candy. The article gave me leots of ideas en what te ceek
but net a whele let en what te de. Any theughts?
— MaureenP.
Aushin, TX

Dia de los Muertos is as much a celebration of the creative energies of
the living as of the dead. Use your party as an opportunity for some
hands-on activities. Here is one simple project to get you started:
Paper flowers, for decorating your altar. All you need are some pipe
cleaners and brightly colored tissue paper. Take several squares of
paper and layer them together. Fold each layer over in an accordion



pattern. Wrap the top of a pipe cleaner around the middle of the
folded layers, pulling the boitom portion down to create the stem.
Carefidly pull the layers of paper up, starting firom the middle, to
create the petals. @nce Yyou get the hang of this simple structure, try
experimenting with different folding techniques to create unique
flower patterns.

Sites of Awe

I have a queshion fer Armand Taber. Can yeu suggest a family
vacatien site in the United States that weuld incerperate sacred sites?
Semewhere off the beaten path?
— Joshua B.
Cache, OK

America abounds in notable sites of awe, from the expanse of the
Grand Canyon to the cascades of Niagara Falls to the Great Trees of
Pacific Northwest (featured in last years Almanac). But America is
also home to lesser known sacred sites, like the Serpent Mound in
®hio, “Mystery Hill” (otheruise known as America's Stonehenge)} in
New Hampshire, or Devil's Tower in Wyoming. Try exploring your
local surroundings — you may be surprised at the sacred sites hiding
in your own back yard.

Attractive Opposites

I heard there was an easy way fer figuring eut the zediac sign ef the
full meen in any given menth, but can't remember. Can yeu help?
— Brian T.
e-mail

The filll moon is transiting the zodiac sign directly oppaosite the
current sun sign. For the non-astrologers among us, simply
determine the current sun sign, then count six signs forward. (In the
correct order, of course!) For example, If the sun is in Aries, the moon
is in Libra. If the sun is in Aquarius, the moon is in Leo.

Star Light, Star Bright



My young niece is staring te ask questiens abeut witchcraft. What is
an age apprepriate way te intreduce her te spellwerk? She is 5 years
old.
— Ravenbreek
e-mail

Some of the earliest spells we learn are as children, in the form of
nursery rhymes. Your niece may already know some spells. “Star
light, star bright, first star I see tonight — I wish I may, I wish I
might, have the wish I wish tonight” might very well be the first spell
we learn. @ther common nursery rhymes also have magical
connotations. “Rain rain go away, come again some other day;
Little (insert name) wants to play” is likely our first aitempt at
weather magic. Look through a book of nursery rhymes and see
what other spells you can find together!

Let us hear from you, too

We love to hear from our readers. Letters should be sent with the
writer's name (or just first name or inifials), address, daytime phone
number and e-mail address, If available. Published material may be
edited for clarity or length. All letters and e-mails will become the
property of The Witches’ Almanac Ltd. and will not be returned. We
regret that due to the volume of correspondence we cannot reply to
all communications.

The Witches’ Almanac, Ltd.
P.O.Bex 1292

Newpert, R1 02840-9998
info@TheWitchesAlmanac.cem

www.TheWitchesAlmanac.cem







MARKETPLACE



Molher Mvslic

Crystals » Qils— Candles » Herbs

Psychic Readings,
Retki Healing & Spiritual Work

www.mothermystic
Open Tues.~5at.
12pm to 7pm
179 Dean St.
Federal Hill
" Providence, Rl 02903
401.353.3099

Dikki-fo (Mullen
The Witches' Almanac Astrofoger

P® Box 533024, @rlande. FL 32853
407-895-1522 0r 32)-772-1414

Convention Programs,
Persenal Rendings.
Complete Astrology
Consultation Services, |
Classes, Group
Presentations Available

DoubleTree I-otel,
San Jose, CA

February 17-20, 2012 &
February 15-18, 2013

Rituals, Music, Whorkshops,
Cclebrity Guesi Speakers, & more...
This Pagan eonvention includes
many non-liadiionat spnlval traddwons:

Wiccan, Noree, Celtic, £gypdion, Vmbende,
Yoruba, & Western Ceremanial Maguck.

Register anline at www.ranttieasan.com!?

(INCIENT CEYS

3075 Telegraph Ave.
Qakland, 93609
£510) 653-3£44
www.ancientwavi.com

Your complete metaphysical slere and
pagan ccnier with boeks, incense,
ails, c.indles, magical toals, statsary,
jewelry, classes, tarot readings...
and imuch more.

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE!

2000 square feet of every
magical ¢ift item, clothing ot jewelry —
All one of a kind*

. Psychics always en euly! =~

Faliies, Mermaids, Angels, Gargeyles,
Wizards. Madgic & More!
Lavender Moon

679 Route GA - East Sandwiet, MA 02537
588-375-0081 - 508.375-0G77
www.Javenderivwoon.cem
email: nmagic@lavetwiesrmoon.eom

Pyra mid Books
- 'J'bo(sfor_pmonafgrmwﬁ-
Beoks # Tasot & Crystals % Incense

Dream catchers and other acw age giffs
Licensed prefessional reoders doily
Psychic phoace readings available

214 Derby Street » Salem, MA 01970
QTR-T45-T171 » www. pyramidbks.com

The product s and services offered above are paid advertisements.




Eclectic Institute
ovdvfuwn.zcéonﬁr(mt'gdgcb“‘lé C_?(\M

7-Month Herbal Certification
4-Month Evropean-based Arcvnathempy lntro
3-Mooth Advanced Aeomatherapy Coune
3. Mench Censcious Nuwition Ceurse
Palmistry: a teel of diagnascs

1 ik
N | @fing ever 20 vazs of oxpervienc:

E_ﬁ r;«l m the scioree, art and Principles of
:-’ herbabisinand eremurtherapy.
*'r' .{ 978-297.4502

=3
www.aromathempyandherbalstudies.com

} 2012 Rendi Moon Calendar (

Unique apiea)
desten disolsse
cashplase

cf the moes

duly

L=t the moon

pruide you!

prh\fs. pcs’ers
S}-;rrs. CQFJS
& more

CoverArtist

g AlmMmanac

Witcheraft

Supplies

13 Moons.com

B scover a Mythical,
Mystical Realm of
Books, Incen.se, Candles
Gemstene & Symbelic Jewelry,
Herbs, Oils, Crystals, Music,
Cards, Statuary, Tarot, Clothing
and All Things Rare
and Magickal. ..

1211 Hillerest Street
Orlando, FL32803
(407) 895.7439

www.AvalonBeyond.com

Wiccan Classes & Ewvents
Psychic Readings

The products and services offered above are paid advertisement s.




The Minoan Brotherhood
celebrating the mysteres unique
to men who love men
seeker@minoan-brotherhood.org

The
Museuin of

Witchceratt
Graham King
i g i The Harbeur
¥
= Boscastle
e Cotawall
PL35 OH®

g 01840 250111

muscumuritcheraf t@aol.com
www, museumof witchcraft.com

Lk
Yolklore
The Cauldren is widcly recognized
as a well.respecled and lcading inaga-
zinc in Lhe field of modern witchealt
and magic — always inwresting. some-
times controversial. but never dull.
Contact: M.A. Heward. BN Canldren.
London WC2N 3XX, England.
wiw the-cauldren.org.

eclectic spirituat gifts and tools
+“-Q,\

www.InspiritCommon.com
shop with us online or in Nothampton, MA

TIbhe
silver
wil.LLow r

._

for all your new age,
herbal & spiritual needs!

54 Fall River Avenue

Rehoboth, MA 02769
508-3346.88¢3

www. TheSilverWillow.com

For wirchics. pirates.
chocelare stuis und mugdes!

s |
W% MooN
An Intrigning Practiioner’s Bowtique
A Collecrion of Hard-to-Find
Chuabity Items

Antiques, kwelry, Hetbs. Tools & Candles

Eochanied Chocolates”

4 Chaprman Ave, Cak Bluffe, Marthas Vineyand
508-693-8331 .

The product s and services offered above are paid advertisements.

www.newmoonmagick.net




P ' DragonMarch
% C€glc @ Hictory + Mygetery + Magick
MYTH & MOONLIGHT

o Visit Qur Store or Visit Online
70 Duws Bemy or My O 3643 University Ave, Riverside. CA 92501

Jeweby, Cothing, Celfic GiFfwar {951) 276-1116

Riiries, Diogans, Qe»nmen, Crystals, www.DragonMarsh.com
Essenttal Oik. Hebs, Boaks, s,
Magickal Tools & Mysticol Objects We make our own Products
Per o5 a7 www.celticmythmoan com Over 6000 Herhs, Teas, Incenses and Gils
641Pno Aowme @wuythasz@alcom plius more Lnigque Guality Products
Wwert Raxting, PA 19611 610.686.2307

Free Pricelist Online

EYE OF HORUS
METAPHYSICAL STORE
The beoks, candles, incense and ether teols
at the Eye are carefully shosen by vibrant
people whe practice transformanonal arm
of craft, rinual and ineention. Check us out
at Faceboek cemfeyeofhorusmpls.

Phone: 888.872.1292 or £
612.872.1292

Hand maade ine art masks in mixed medid
YE Of H H3if ang full F3ce masks, eloaks B costumes
ORrus '

3012 LV“IL'“CAVCS /_\__ Ught weighit ard comfertable
Minneapeslis, MN 55408 leaplunkett.eom

www.EyeofHorus. biz {eaplunkett@comporium.net

CLASSIFIEDS

www.azuregreen.net  Pyramid-charged Magical Preducts.
Jewelry, Incense, Bumper stickers, Herbs, Candles, Statuary,
Gemstenes, Ritual Items. 7,000 items 413.623.2155.

Seeking Answers? Miss Kity will address yeur preblems with a
caring, in-depth 90-minute taped censultatien. She will fecus en
relatienships, health, finance, and yeur future. Fer mere
infermatien, visit Miss Kity's Cyber Mall. (570) 977-6083
www.misskitysmagickalkitchen.com.




The products and services offered above are paid advertisement s.

A NEW LOOK at the OLD WORLD from WEISER
BOOKS

978-1-57863-505-4 = Paperback = $15.95

Neted auther Raven Grimassi cevers new terrain in @®!d World
Withcraft “an enchanted werldview.” Previding a magical view
of the Plant Kingdem (the “Old Werld”) and the spirits attached
te it, Grimassi reveals rarely discussed tepics such as the
cencept of Shadew as the erganic memery eof the earth and he
prevides metheds fer interfacing with it te derive empewerment
directly frem the ancient seurce. @®ld World Witchcraft is fer




peeple whe want te take the next step and are eager fer the mere
reeted ways that have remained largely hidden.
Te view a cemplete list of new and related #itles leg ente

www.redwheehwelser.com

Available wherever books and ebooks are sold.

Weiser Books

www.redwheelweiser.com ¢ P: 800.423.7087 o«
orders@redwheelweiser.com

The product s and services offered above are paid advertisements.




The Witcheraft of Dame Darrel of York

Charles Godfrey Leland
Introduction by Robert Mathiesen

The Witches’ Almanac presents:

+ A previously un published work by folklorist Charles God frey
Leland.

» Published in filll color facsimile with a text transcript.
» Forward by Prof. Robert Mathiesen.

ilchcrall of |

ame |larrel

of Glork

This beauifully repreduced facsimile of the illuminated manuscript
will shed light en an ancient traditien as well as previde the basis fer
a medern practice. It will be treasured by these prachicing Pagans,



schelars, and all these fascinated by the legend and lere of England.
Standard hardcever edisien ($65.00).
Deluxe numbered editien with slipcase ($85.00).

Exclusive full leather beund, numbered and slip cased editien
($145.00).

For fitrther information visit
http: //thewitchesalmanac.com/damedarrel.html

The HORNED SHEPHERD

by EDGAR JEPSON
Woodcuts by WILFRED JONES

WANDER THE MAGICAL WORLD ef the Valley of Fine Fleeces with
a fascinating cast ef characters. Meet Big Anna, keeper of beth the
pagan flame and Cress; a Princess aflame fer a strange lever; an
Egyptian Priest, steward ef mysteries; Friar Paul, lean and sinister;
and Saccabe the Black Geat, Father of Many Flecks. Abeve all you
will enceunter the mysterieus Shepherd ef supernatural radiance,
ameng whese curls nestle twe small seft herns. Events cenverge in
the ferest en Midsummer Eve at full meen as celebrants arrive with



meat, bread and wine fer the Feast. The Wise Ones recegnize the
Herned Shepherd as an ancient fertility ged whe sheuld be sacrificed
te enrich the land. Beautiful weedcuts enhance the 146-page beek.

$16.95

Newly expanded classics!
The ABC of Magic Charms

Elizabeth Pepper

2

MAGIC 7
CHARME

SINCE THE DAWN ef manhkind, an ebscure instinct in the human
spirit has seught pretecsien frem mysterieus ferces beyend mertal
centrel. Human beings seught benefactien in the three realms that
share Earth with us —— animal, mineral, vegetable. All three,
humanity discevered, centain mysterieus preperties discevered ever
millennia threugh eccult divinatien. An enlarged ediien of Magic
Charms from A to Z, cempiled by the staff of The Witches’ Almanac.
$12.95

The Little Book of Magical Creatures
Elizabeth Pepper and Barbara Stacy

A loving tribute to the arimal kingdom



- HE !
LITTLE EDLE. :
oftAGiCAL *

CREATURES -

AN UPDATE ef the classic Magical Creatures, featuring Animals
Tame, Animals Wild, Animals Fabuleus — plus an added sechien of
enchanting animal myths frem ether simes, ether places. A must for
all animal lovers. $12.95

+ 2 lady shape-shifts inte a white dee
* twe bears sear skyward
* Brian Beru rides a wild herse
+ 2 welf grewls dire prephecy
W
ffx}» RADIA
GOSPEL OFTHE WITCHES

Charles Gedfrey Leland



ARADIA IS THE FIRST werk in English in which witchcraft is
pertrayed as an undergreund eld religien, surviving in secret frem
ancient pagan smes.

e Usedasa cere text by many medern nee-pagans.

e Feundatien material centaining tradisienal witchcraft prachices

e This special editien features appreciatiens by such authers and
luminaries as Paul Husen, Raven Grimassi, Judika Illes, Michael
Heward, Christepher Penczak, Myth Weedling, Christina Oakley
Harringten, Patricia Della-Piana, Jimahl di Fiesa and Denald
Weiser. A beautiful and cempelling werk, this editien has
breught the fermat up te date, while keeping the text
unchanged. 172 pages $16.95

Available from Olympian Press. . .

Olympian Press, PO Bex 29182, Previdence, R1 02909 »
www.OlympianPress.com




The Rede of the Wiccae

Adriana Porter, Gwen Thompson and the Birth of a
Tradition of Witchcraft

by Robert Mathiesen and Theitic

This is a tale teld by Gwen Thempsen abeut her grandmether,
Adriana Perter, and hew she came te be the last carrier of her
ancestral Tradisien of Witchcraft.

$22.95 plus $4.00 S & H — 200 pages
Available at OlvmpianPress.com /rede.html

Keepers

of the

flame

Keepers of the Flame



Interviews with Elders of Traditional Witchcraft in America

by Morganna Davies and Aradia Lynch

This beek is net abeut the Elders, it is a recerd ef their epiniens,
views, cemments and ideas ef what the Craft was, what it is teday,
and what they think it will be in the future.

$20.95 plus $4.00 S & H — 216 pages
Available at OlympianPress.com /keepers.html

A Treasury from past editions. . .

Witches Al

Per fect for study or casual reading, Witches All is a collection firom
The Witches’ Almanac publications of the past. Arranged by topics,
the book, like the popular almanacs, is thought provoking and o ften
spurs me on to a tangent leading to even greater discovery. The
information and art in the book — astrological atiributes, spells,
recipes, history, facts & figures is a great reminder of the history of
the Craft. not just in recent years, but in the early days of the
Witchcraft Revival in this century: the witch in an historical and
cultural perspective. Ty Bevingten, Circle ef the Wicker Man,
Celumbus, Ohie

Absolutely beautifil! I recently ordered Witches All and I have to say
I wasn't disappointed. The artwork and articles are first rate and for
a longtime Witches’ Almanac fan, i is a wonder fil addition to my
callection. Witches’Almanac devotees and newbles alike will love this



latest effort. Very worth gelting.
Taret3, Willits, Califernia

Greek Gods in Love

Barbara Stacy casts a marveleusly eriginal eye en the beleved steries
of Greek deities, replete with amereus eddities and escapades. We
relish these tales in all their splender and antic humer, and effer an
inspired steryteller's fresh versien ef the old, eld mythical magic.

MAGIC CHARMS FROM ATO Z

A treasury ef amulets, talismans, fetishes and ether lucky ebjects
cempiled by the staff of The Witches’ Almanac. An invaluable guide
fer all whe respend te the call of mystery and enchantment.

LOVE CHARMS



Leve has many ferms, many aspects. Ceremenies perfermed in
witchcraft celebrate the jey and the blessings eof leve. Here is a
cellechien efleve charms te use new and ever after.

MAGICAL CREATURES

Myshic traditien grants pride of place te many members of the animal
hingdem. Seme share eur life. Others live wild and free. Siill ethers
never lived at all, springing instead frem the remarkable pewer of
human imaginasen.

ANCIENT ROMAN HOLIDAYS

The glery that was Reme awaits yeu in Barbara Stacy's classic



presentatien of a festive year in pagan fimes. Here are the geds and
goddesses as the Remans cenceived them, accempanied by the
annual rites perfermed in their wership. Schelarly, light-hearted — a
rare cembinabien.

CELTIC TREE MAGIC

Rebert Graves in The White Goddess writes of the significance ef
treesin the eld Celtic lere. Celtic Tree Magic is an inveshigaden ef the
sacred trees in the remarkable Beth-Luis-Nien alphabet; their rele in
felklere, peetry, and myshicism.

MOON LORE

As beth the largest and the brightest ebject in the night sky, and the
enly enc te appear in phases, the Meen has been a rich seurce of
myth fer as leng as there have been mythmakers.

MAGIC SPELLS AND INCANTATIONS
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Woerds have magic pewer. Their seund, speken er sung, has ever
been a part of mystic ritual. Frem ancient Egypt te the present, these
whe prachice the art of enchantment have drawn inspiratien frem a
treasury of theughts and themes passed dewn threugh the ages.

LOVE FEASTS

Creating meals te share with the ene yeu leve can be a sacred
ceremeny in itself. With the witch in mind, culinary adept Christine
Fex effers magical menus and recipes fer every menth in the year.

RANDOM RECOLLECTIONS II, III, IV

i

Pages culled frem the eriginal (ne lenger avarlable) issues of The



Witches” Almanac, published annually threugheut the 1970's, are
new available in a series of tasteful beeklets. A treasure fer these
whe missed us the first sime areund; keepsakes fer these whe

remember.



News from The Witches’ Almanac

Glad tidings from the staff

A New Publication!

A remarkable discevery, The Witchcraft of Dame Darrel of York, is a
handwritten, illustrated manuscript penned by Charles Gedfrey
Leland. Perhaps the first medern Beek ef Shadews, this eriginal
werk has never befere been published. Schelars, cellecters and
enthusiasts alike will delight in eur beauifully repreduced
clethbeund facsimile of the eriginal manuscript, which includes a full
transcriphien ef the text. Explere Leland's creative genius as
demenstrated by his writing and extensive eriginal artwerk. The
Witcheraft of Dame Darrel of York is avar'lable in a standard, special
bexed er leather editien.

Social Networking
Keep in teuch with The Witches’ Almanac via facebeek
(htte://www.facebook.com /pages /The-Witches-Almanac) and

twitter (http://twitter.com/#!/Witches Almanac).

Early Bird

This editien eof The Witches’ Almanac appears earlier than usual —
we are avar'lable in steres beginning in July 2012.

Going Green

In eur engeing cffert te help Mether Earth, The Witches’ Almanac is
ence again printed en recycled paper! Help eur campaign — sign up
fer eur e-mail newsletter at
http: //TheWitchesAlmanac.com /emailform /html.

Almanac Lack?
Fer yeur cenvenience, if a shep in yeur area deesn't carry the



Almanac er its publicatiens, please let us knew and we will centact
them. Thank yeu fer the heads up!




Order Form

Each timeless edibien of The Witches’ Almanac is unique.
Limited numbers of previeus years’ editiens are avarlable.



ltem Price Q. Total
200 1-2002 The Witches' Almanac 511.95
2000-201 1 The Witches' Almanac 511.95
2000-2010 The Witches' Almanac 51195
2008-2009 The Witches" Almanac 510,495
2007-2008 The Witches' Almanac $9.95
2006-2007 The Witches' Almanac $3.95
2005-2006 The Witches' Almanac 2895
2004- 2005 The Witches' Almanac $5.95
2000 3- 2004 The Witches" Almanac $5.95
2000220083 The Witches' Almanac §7.95
20000 - 2002 The Witches' Almanac $7.495
2000-2001 The Witches" Almanac £7.95
1900 2000 The Witches' Almanac $7.95
1998- 1998 The Witches" Almanac $6.95
1997-1998 The Witches' Almanac 6,95
1906~ 1997 The Witches' Almanac £6.95
1995- 1946 The Witches' Almanac $6.95
1994 1995 The Witches' Almanac $3.95
1995- 19404 The Witches' Almanac 3595
The Witcheraft of Dame Damel of York, clothbound 563,00
Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches 51695
The Horned Shepherd 516,95
The ARC of Magic Charms 51295
The Little Book of Magical Creatures 512,95
Greek Gods in Love 51595
Witches" All 513.95
Ancient Roman Holidays 16,95
Celtic Tree Magic 795
Love Charms 6,495
Love Feasts 6,95
Magic Charms from A to £ 51295
Magical Creatures 51295
Magic Spells and Incantations 51295
Moon Lore 3795
Random Recollections 11 3395
Random Recollections 111 5395
Random Recollections 1'V £3.95
Bundle of 13 back issues (with free book bag) £75.00
The Rede of the Wiccae $22.95
Keepers of the Flame 20,95
Subtotal

Tax (7% sales tax for RI customers)

Shipping & HandlingrSee shipping rates section)

TOTAL




BRACELETS MISCELLANY
Item Price | Qty. | Toral ltem Price | Qry.| Total
Agaie, Green $5.95 Pouch $3.95
Agate, Moss §5.95 Matches: 10 small
Agate, Natural $5.95 individual boxes $5.00
Agate, Red $5.95 Matches: I large box of
Amethyst $5.05 50 mdividual boxes 520.00
Aventurine $5.95 Natural/Black Book Bag |517.95
Fliioeite $5.05 Red/Black Book Bag $17.05
Jade. African $5.95 Hooded Sweatshirt, Blk (530,00
Jade. White $5.05 Hooded Sweatshirt, Red [$30.00
Jasgxr. Piciure £5.05 L-Sleeve T, Black 520,00
Jasper. Red $5.95 L-Sleeve T, Red 820,00
Lapis Lazuli $5.05 S-Sleeve T. Black/™W S15.00
Malachite $5.05 S-Sleeve T, Black/R £15.00
Moonstone $5.95 S-Sleeve T, Dk H/R $15.00
Obsidian $5.05 5-Sleeve T. Dk H'W $15.00
Onyx. Black $5.95 S-Sloeve LR $1300
o $5.05 5-Sleeve T, Ash/R $15.00
T S Sleve T PupleW__[51500
Quariz. Rese $5.95 Postcards = sel of 12 $3.00
Ehodonite $5.05 Bookmarks —set of 12 $1.00)
Sodalite 45058 Magnels — set of 3 $1.50
Tigcrcyc $5.05 Promo Pack £7.00
T rquotse 3595 Subtotal
Unakite $5.95 Tax (7% sales tax for RI customers)
Subtotal Shipping & Handling .
Tax (7% for RT custoniers) (See highitvias set i)

TOTAL

Shipping & Handliay
tSee shipping rites section)

TOTAL

SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES

BOOKS: One beek, add $4.00. Each addisenal beek add

$1.50

POUCH: Onepeuch, $2.00. Each addisienal peuch add $1.50
MATCHES: Ten individual bexes, add $2.50.
One large bex of fifty, add $6.00. Each addidienal large bex add

$3.50.




BOOKRAGS: $4.00 per beekbag.
BRACELETS: $2.00 per bracelet.

Send a check er meney erder payable in U. S. funds er credit
card details te:
The Witches’ Almanac, Ltd., PO Bex 1292, Newpert, RI
02840-9998
(401) 847-3388 (phene) » (888) 897-3388 (fax)
Email: info@TheWitchesAlmanac.com »
www.TheWitchesAlmanac.com
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