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“ It is better io ask some cf the queslions

than to know all the answers"
—The Wayside Pulpit

¥ TARDLY SURPRISINGLY there is, in this issue, an exchange of opinion between
l'[ toeo sections pi our readership and, in primeple, this is 1o be encouraz:d. Part of
our purpase hits been 1o Gt 45 9 frrum for such e views and
knowledge—cven wisdow, perhaps—Iiom oue persai or prily io another. Those with
sirong viess will, we hope, remper their erthusiasnn with comenerion and their voisgom
with berevolendd, 1n all malters of comuraversy o <ITAT I Lo pintain
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tamp to be ihe gorneous hgnt oo day i surely Whk Jor hist [ pause
Wo one is bevona, ur above, criticism in its widest sense, and e informed critic can be
a powerlul teacher.

Man's history is rich with the lone voices of those who knew—and criticised—but
pone would listea, Must it be the same with us ? The teacher can oniy succeed il the
pupil is willing to Jeara—but where are the pupils 2 These whoe write for us may cloak
their goodwill in suige raiment but, if the questions remain unasked, there can be na
MEWLLs,

vihaames and o dissam

Readers are reminded that fettars vl

be forwarded fo contribuiors cn reguest

OUR FUTURE

continued publication planned

HIS ISSUE concludes our original schedule #nd we would like to hear from every

subscriber telling us of hi$ (or her) reaction to a somewhat unususl publishing
venture, There will, however, be further issues but our scope will be enlarged and our
presentation modified, In future it is our intention to cover a wi ie range ol top'es for
which na single publicnion sppears to cated @ in addition 1o witcheralt fin 1= maany
forms) our papes will be open to discuss philosuphy, psvchology, the Celtic tradition,
comparative relinion, archacology, fulk-lore, ocenlusm and other subjects with a bearing
o Man's crernal Gqoest.

Pensagram will be a serious publication devoted 1o sumects that matter ; there will
be no horoscopes, ghost storics, rehashed fiving-savcer reports or ™ my=pet-hived-nfier-
death ™ features + enthusiasts for these delighul lines of study are already served by o
mumber of ouler periodicals.

All this will place an additional and heavy burden on oor snull production e aid
we must seek the compassion and induleence of our resders resarding fregueney of
publicotion,  Hitherio we have maniged (o dppear ahout overy throe mongas and this
will be maintained—within @ month enber way l—in futies,

Our size will change 10 @ more eonvenient format and we will be able to accept longer
and more penctrating cditorial features by running to a minimum of’ 16 pages—hut
more if we can. To a large extent we will be limited by finance (actual subscriptions
have amounted to considerably less than half our costs so far but the overall situation

ot guite so alarming) so cvery possible subscriber must be sought. The limited

cal of a serious review of the type we have in mind will not cnable us to command
much advertising revenue,

The next year is vital, Once we arc firmly established as a responsible and worth-
whi_lc publication our future will be assured. Your support may enable something of
lasting value to emerge from humble beginnings.
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We are all familiar with magic circles in
which we assume sorcerces and witches
worked their wiles, yet we are inclined 1o
lose sight of their praciical purpose when
trying to work out their mystical and
symbolic meaning.

Quite spart irom their use as a base-
plen for the rite being worked, these
ground-glyshs formed the dance paaain
which had o be tripped and tredden m
the consciopsness of the
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bl the step al an
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gait in a circular waci  Thus, i
worked in the reverse wav, and dJelib,
ately wipped a circelar raze pattera in a
caiculated sevies of jerky movemerits, tnis
motion should ultimatel. induce a saall-
ing of cepscioes level (e pomt where
peychiccantactmight be obon
of the Inngchife, With reffic
this ds tnd 2l possilile, =

of the trnde were (und are) part Of
primitive witcheraft.

We have relics of this with us as the
maypole dance, the horned dance, etc,,
but the old maze-patterns ol the eircle
dance were usually kepi fairly secret, each
group favouring one in particular which
they had found useful for ceatunes,

The principle of 12 dance was simple
enouclh: by spmning around lonp
enous's under the influcnce of the loca
hom: hrew plus the posonous annoinung
pintrm. t—and the exciivment of the riwe
in conerh —all soris of eizcts took place
in human Lonscigusness, The participins
Hicrally becnmne a-muzed Dby their own
feelines of disorientation 1 .oh ther evaly-
day persons, L such o state they could
easily dmane themsclves o he gods,
demons, or what they Lk
time was had by a1l cong

The simplest mng danes, o0 <ourie,
wils & Platin Slrcie, Wil men il wWaipen
alternating, sprt (1 fowith otmed
hands. Somerimes the men taced out aiod
the women faced i, 1 the penmcter had
their upright staves planied at intervals
(twelve Lo the arcle and one m the centre)
the dancers might weave their way
through these. Some groups made the
dances a kind of forfeit-game, the penaliy
being a whack from the Devil's wil (rope
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Convinned on page 20
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Toliacin
Altaoled . . .

Is it not time that professed witches
stopped knocking one another with the
attempt to prove that they, themselves,
are the chosen ones ?

I am sick to death of those who talk
about the Gardreunes with their cloak-
and-dageer initiaions and then go on o
deseribe a much more clock-and-dagger
mecthod of staying in a haunted wond all
night. ‘This would hove no effect on
anyone but those with fechle imaginative
minds, who stili belicve in the bogey-inan
of their childhood days, Why not revive
the nld story of spending the night in the
W Chamber of Horors?

As 1o the descendeiats of witches end
thoze who iem 1o have wicches' blood,
I would hle e rervind thee that must
Brishicrs must heve soms witchblond
trom e anossLar.

It 35 obont dine thit thesd
appeinted ** Greats " g oif their bobby-
horses and come down to earth and
remembered the words of the immortal
hard, Rabeir Buerns

O wad same pow'r the piftie pie us

To see oirrsels as othes see wg !

The biggest launh is that all these
objectors ol so-called * cloal -and-dnepges
methods ™ are aivaid 1w come our from
sebindt thelr owen cloobs, and Lide bpoliind
preudenys.

i also thought Pemtar
to bring wgethee citlur
friendly terms and not for the purpese of
whipping up hatred between different
groups by publishing peury insults from
nonentities.—AnnoLb  CROWTHER, 397
City Road, Shelficld 2.

® " .

As this letter is principally an auack on our
contiibuor Taliesing we hove invited him w
reply.—Jid.

My fiest impulse on reading Mr. Crowther's
letter was to ledve it wirhout camment of any
SOFt, Sinee K seems to e 1o conlinm, in almoss
every way, 4l thar has been said abour the
lallowere of Crurdner=—and much, oo, that 1
have heard abour Mr, Crowiher! On reflee-
won, hovevdr, it sectas to e that one dhould
not let even such o crude atiack as this one
pass without making g few obiervations, so |
wiill take t5e Jetter pasaerearh by pometanh.,

(o) 1 pemonor o peg e ihe
bieoest difforence between the old peligions
traditipn 1o & I obeloivge, and tle Grard-
nerar W that we do ot bke the word
MUweechnT el pever ame it i ot all s ¢
o ke Gear owhat we medan withou st T he
unsavoury publicity  stll oataching  thereto
through the activities of coertain of the modorn
wovens shows how right we are,

(2) A carclul reading of my deliberatcly
vague description of the prepanitions [or the
rite would reveal that 1 spoke of a potion being
frunk before the aspirant is left alone. This
gotion would assist even AMr. Crowther to a
closer liaison with the Gods—though [ fear
that he would not relish it!

£3) I find this paragraph quite absurd. He
speaks as if chere were, ot seme time in the
past, & special race in these islands from whom

thid

this substance " witchblood ™ has been trans-
mitted in the bloodline. 1 would avree that
there is a litent but strong streak of paransm
in the Britivh; but thot in all of us there isan

impilse to tale up this modam combination of -

Saracenic Horned God worship erafted onma
vague Celtic stock—this is nonsense!

(4) In which of my two arucies in Peutapraon
have 1 appointed mysclf a ** Grear? ' 1 am
not o humble person=—I never have bren—but
my journeys through the Seven Gates have,
relatively spualiding; Mandly beeun, and 1 had
{Ilu!;',ilii.ﬁ that this realisanion ol my own
adequacicy way keepiig what 1 wrote on an
even keel. [ LEnow all the rites and ritusls that
are the stock-in=-trade ol covens ke Mr. and
Mrg. Crowther's, and | have ponc theoneh the
thive thesincal perfonmences bt comprise
infriation  throuph w ke Third Dezree
Gardneriun-style (all wonder clan orders, 1 may
add!), Inspite of knowing what T do about i,
though, I had thought that I was reasonable in
my writings. A1 o what Butne has o do with
fe==tlhis 15 too Joop for me!

fg] An o ey pacttraph, thiz. Mo

Croother 1 kig terpible sood wron ke
Peciuse we il pot dance gally inem 1) it ol
puldiciny thn iEETH §O
mizh. Arey (N | st

by ritioge aiiicl
Ut have cor ut

SHSIGE FUCr -n,n!li'.f-.n.-\li.h. Al lskils 1
vegimE of b drawa ¢ Or put up g L'r
the ane and only * Queen of the %
{pointing out, of course, that all the others are
bogusl) 7 Mo, Mreo Crowthes, we have had
hundreds of veirs of anonvomty 3 we like it
that way, nnd we imtend that it shall cominue,
We leave the tedd of publicity to vou—have all
you want, with our biessings,

(0} Wil rome Find person please tell me in
which patagraph, senfency of phrase of my
writinge I hove bBeen puihty of * whiraine up
Hatred? ™ Dhave re-resu not ealvwhm ) liave
writien, but alsn what BEubort Cochoane s
written, and [ con find nowzine o wusuly the
dccugation. 1 fesi that Mr. Crowther has
wanted to finish this rather breadiless letter on
a sirong note, and hbas allowed accuracy—
obviously a1 no oime his greatest vistug=—to
ship away from liim altopether, As to ™ perty
insults from nonentives “—ooming from M
Crowther thiy is amusing but por really worth
commenting upen. [ Jeave the Eduer to
answer the guestion of what Penragran iy for,
==TALIESIN

T Gﬂf’ff;’:;’:
Gefzndod

[y 8 e

I ficel 1 must write for the very first thme on the
g et of our Beloved relizion but do 50 sume-
woiate reluctanly as [ have poowish for pabhony
4% SUCLH. j Wl ot 3% a lhn_'l'l-1.'|.|:1. |-I.J'Il.1ll1
ctitic or preacher but a8 2 humbic, consecratod
and annoiited Priest of the Sicon who hus the
rasoensiiliey s honour of | Lewdertoa
rool sincers, ravereid and roibees
and afaters of 1l Craft, Ow
w15 !|HI|:'.'|] an P FATRIGE W - e IJi.l.
wire shie so frcl) el o mwibiel parhlioire o
hictsell and thoreby son v dare bt
¥ II'}-'_‘ Praéicts 1o remam ;IHL[:.‘_F IR TIRANIR
viewing with true concern and deep interest all
which takes plice wuhin the realms of the
Cralt in general apd her own coven in partivolar,
It has been wisdom i the Gods that soae of
ihose  iminated o the Wieon have been
imspired  voluntarily tw  reveal themselves
publicly as witches and so far much good has
resulted from  their achions ;. [ personally
admire their courage and feel that we should
be thankiul who are concermed in the welfare
and future of the Faith. 1 now come to the
reason lor my writing.

I have noted with more than a hivle sadness

how often the term " Gardncrian * is uscd by
writers and correspondents in Pontacran |
the term 15 invariably used fnoa semewhat
slighting manner which many think is un-
kindly and unfair 1o Wie lote Grerald B, Gondoer
who did more for our ancient Fpith in a
practical way than any ebher sinnlz persoa in
this. century. | muke that stutcmen: 25 an
hereditary Witch fearlessly and with deep
conviction for § know for a surety thee there
arc a grest many people today who woald
never have had the Janee ar ORI ol
coming back into their ow had it ot leen for
him—and well they, and others, know i

Dr. Gardner opened the dour for many by
his writinge, radi inrecviews, ete., and the
publicity they enprendercd. He was necestry
a1 that given period i our history, He awai-
encd by his cfiors pasny whe Lot the nlorn
urge to rerarn 1o the Fath of their forebems
and I have positive proof of this fram the many
good Witches [ have mer personally hoth
mside and ouside the circle.  Some there pre
who unkicdly savy " Ol he oroshe 15 0 O
neran ;™ seme e 4rs wim appeat o think
or beleve thir the' Clord, Scourge amd Monfie

are M mercly  CGordoesan  thoasmicali
Fherare wony thsv preg parts of Lhe [9aki)
" o iy ™ T

LY LI | i e S ey el ) i
' rat inrs . 1 M rienties

wWilitne T suder to bnden ¢ gritull 2 apis

i ol g :
siteie of thi Fand, there Beitvg, ol cuvdise,
VETTINE Congcrds i tmaditional mcthods an
different coven: and wdistricrs, Froemuents of
the Truth arpear in anciens acsined custom
amd mituel and those perain for the raog gor
Foohsusly gudrded, but thers are e peaple
voon think and honcsll
certmin titnaks Bav

Ve e T 01 Lfas-

thedd in thele poctoalny coven A Ll W 1L
erfoige bz woavrhentie ne spariors, The late
Py, Goedner dinidas i lone Woe noade pa
L] » § 1 -

L&)
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feazmientasy fances i widely sentivred
aral with inhirtte pedteron, bive amid o

sorted wnd sihved o weaiuh of g focimanion vhich
Iater he readily and geoeronsly made available
to us in his weltings. I will aiways be sreteful
1w him for that, 1 have novscll scen and
handled the large black bound book enttaimng
hundreds of pages of notes in his own haad,
frugmentary data collecred from dogens of
sources in Britnin and oversens, The impermant
valume is now in the posression of a lcorned
High Prizstess to wleen be save 1t in pratitude
fur ker help in collarices, tabulating s plaine
into_coheswe sedue @ and order st mag-
nificent wealth o cowledpe he hud 5o
paiently amassed v the yvears. Such sceret

knowledee of the OWd Faith as had Geed aded
dawn o me from the twoe distinetly {1 LT
family Hows of Sarolk amd Drich Wireh,  hich
oo bBock at B alivee vent x I E o
ntudvane Dy, Gardoor's w vy il y MY
e closely simalar and souncrimes e T
Can anvene wortdor then winy [Heed siadened

whert 1 =zad e Pavisterds 6F VT ke
Cmrdne: U I L TR T R A 1 hmow i
syre that they are the "Frath or contin the

rathd Dhavedisten T A VT lune
s Crerald Gasdner | e wils Aot pertect—hut
et whn 182 - [des ne il by Ol
Fe IO SLARITS G VIO DR OF COnVEIT e,

for we are whar we are bvcause we kises (o
showld know) Tetter thon thev what this le s
all about, [ only wisho wers possabade for theve
who disparage o oaitend our coven at Sabbat
amd see the beawtiful citunl performed by the
members, to see the work being Jone for the
sick and needy, to hear the reports of the happy
and often remariable Tesults of the work done
al previous Sabbais, to fecl the Power and
scnse the benevolent Presences of the Mighty
Lrcad when the circle is closed and the Fanhilul
enter literally into another  fealm=—aappy,
naked and free for a while from the cares of




. old world, 1t is then, when 1 see my
3 ,'r:':fd:hgr contented  faces aglow  with
H ""."".,IL Ay, SWECT IDEEnSe curling Upﬂ_":ll‘da, that

T starkly just how much the Craft owes

< late Gerald Gandner, Believe me ull who
oy this that his virucs greatly exceeded his
s aitow hum his dus and let lum rest
ceaetully § ler us not 173 duac-:dnm in the
f..-*.:l bt contintie to honour the Great Mother
y1d her Comzort in whichever was we have
ooty Grmght, Temembering that perhaps:one
dav owre will know more and then replise that
we whn know so very much know but very
jerale for * Great is the Maother who pivesi all 3
as thy laws are, so shall be” He hupr?' and
v will be wise! That is the Truth. Dlessced
o~ MonsiEva ™

‘Talicsin writ::: Ir[wi.lng al_:r:w# J::ﬂm-
mened at lengt u'gonnm: letter in this issue,
1 am somewhat loath to leap into the fray again.
Monsienr’s  letter  contains  more  maudiin
ventimentalivy: than one s likely ©s ran az
eutgrde the stocies of Sire, Dlesy-Y lekle and
firtle Noddy, ard ought to be detit with rutn-
fraslv. The witter, theugty, rectin fo pice snd
Jvepe that pne foels the surme relucisace one

ot abost woliing o Chiid there wis Lo
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Fa LadisTma
Learving Into the letter, £rud @
deep theanigh the coding seniepoc Lt it

metaphors, the basic inessage wrlthl ap0eas 1o
be to the cffect that the gospel hecorong to
G. 0. Gardnor is a true and accurnte tecord of
s anciont faith nagive wo these islands, [ would
have thoughe that Reburt Graves had alreocy
expoaed thie o o fallacy, even before Idrics
Shah's book e the Subs showed the origing
more clearly, Dnz conld po mtoa lone, long
disserration vhout gl this, but space 15 limited
;lll‘-i.t will have to be as brief as 1 can without
et wenwy,  The enrious can o carey i
o b siine at 1egeth
masgter Crowley ond Charies Laboiul motae
rat insrince, re-caphing on ehe works of
sargavet Murmy, and remding Ldiies shah's
bovk—with particular reicrence to Rubert
Graves' introduction and the chaprer entitled
* Muystery Rites,” page 204,

Bricfly, though, G. L. Cardner's contribu-
tion was to stat from Murgarer Aurray's
anthropological sturdics, wherein she suggested
that the medicval witches contaimed wirdun
their cult definire traves oi the anciens fertility
cut, wiueh onginally owed alleziance o the
Great Mather, Dr. Murray rather plossed over
the frer that the Horned Guod of the medicval
cult showed unmistahable SMiddie-Eastern
characieristics, that the Goddess was never so
msch as mentioted either by witches unider-
going trinl or by those wha were trying them,
and 1550 the allegiaace ofthe tovens was /e
answ ingly 1o their Gnd,

Mo ammer; ths gave G B Gardoer o tort-
ing point, and his own tar-from-small intel-
ligence and creat IMEgEInanon, allied o a
seasering of Crowley and o strone injcction of
Leland's books on aypay soocemy and o
esoterie Berdscan and 1 mtine witch culis,
o 1 phie prewsiten sy bl et Py
ko oy the Titos, DILMaks. WIREY wo Ty, Wit
saws o - meneen] fon and games o maderm
witichuruit, cient 1o ot ot 1 thenk,
that Gardiner detnoted the Florned Goad 10
second plice, sl brought m o female desty
whom he identitied with the ancient Tgropean
Moon-Goddess, He found difticuley in giving
pames 1o these, and cventually fixed on
Cepnunos for the god and Arida Tor the zoddess

~ernunos being anantlered Scandinavianpod,

J Arida being the name given to their Moon-
Goddess by the Florentine witches (sec
Leland’s book * Aradia,” an account of their
}'Irl:tim], From this same book came the

e works of

airy-tale that Gardner guotes in his book
* Witcheralt Today ** (Ch. 3, p. 41), which is
used as a justification for the ritual flagellation

without Which no meeting can properly begin,
The same story is used as part of one of the
initiatory rites.

i am aleaid thian 1 view with some scepticisin
Monmieur's claim to come from a lopg line of
Sutloik and Irish ** witcls,™ His very
devotion o the Gardner doctrine scems o me
to contradict this, theugh I am willing w
admit the possibility that tiere could be, in
ditlerent areas, smail pockets who have dung
to vimue memories of the medievil witch cult,
and he muy come from one of these, But thicn,
of conirse, Lhis cult was undemiably of Ssracenic
origin, and bore littke or no resemblance to the
original Old Relizion ol these izlands, and so
we are back to square one again with the
creation of which G. D. Gardner was both
father and mother,

1 have spent sonie twenty years witinn the
proper creles of the herediary " Craft ™
(I f-:mt like this word, but I usc it in order
that 1 iy be unclerstood muove clsarky) but |
feel thar [ am el learmng, Withon the Crate

van formatilited it ohe B A E

= lemrely in A matier of 4 few

{hoit veirs—meny  have done i in Soaee—
all shere i= t9 know apout ity leave and

§ own poven, 1 Was voRTs w12

I Hncove and Bands By wi

I i i tr=ihe
2 ral cigmpoange ol e * 0n &
*avitch=ronary " by means of whichh the tirst

steps into snather world may be made, Uhe
question asked by the Izth-century Talicsing,
“What nanwe of two words will go not mto
the Cauldren 3™ is not 2 fdle guestion within
nonsense  pociry, bt oie which I bad 1o
anawer : oot by baing told putrichr, but by
intwition with  perccpoons  sharpencd by
praciice pnd  meditatien. What do  these
devotees of the Gardner pospel know of all
this ¥ Thev call themssiver 1 tertifity religion,
hust aow sy of them cin el feanel Toomn
v oct, ballad V(o wung, Iy spoene
from panther-cap, birch from beedly, or even
wheat, from barley #

In view of ail I huave said, it mav bz surpris-
ing if I now say that [ think there is a place for
Giardnerian witcherait in rlicion today, We
are at a point between elipons, I fecl. The
Catholic Church, experienced as it is in senging
civanee and the climate of opinion, is preparing
fo - the gradual return of the Goddess to power.
The emphasis they are putting more and mose
onto the Yirgin Mother is a sign that they
reakiee, albeit dimly, the yearming tor 2 Mother
Goddess thar is so fundamental. The Protest-
art Church will nover see this, and will die
wundering wiv nobody loves 11! 3o the time is
ripe for an alternoiive—a religion wherein the
urge to worthip the Creatress treely, and with-
out snhibttion, can have fall reae Muodermn
witcheeaft could provide part the answer;
bur v s oot v 1ot dcs A hoonder,
The lenorant snd the pervertes would Lave to
be thrown out of its ranks and, thourh this
woiild reduce numbers drasticaily, suthicent

werigld b lef to Bidld upon., Then s adher-
enls sty as Raborn Grrdves says, 7 resanis

tiacie owim hcpieer for wiidodn,™ T
pd probanly mrove Bandest of All, bt o
ey muus do gn e MAratve

ity of thear pieds 45 ne hasdpsap, sine

e benet, belicd and trast it e dess,
i lweres I 1 havae reserviations it s because
I mive gt to mect g Gardaerban whe, not
knowing my conneciions with the hereditary
craft, has evidenced any real desire  for
knowledge. They feel cosy and sale in their
little house-that-GlEG-built! The dark wood
outside has no attractions and, anyway, what
could there be among u lot of trees P—TALILSIN

Books Wanted

“ The Circle and the Cross ™ and * The
Welsh Wars of Edward [ "—The Edior.
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HALLOWE'EN

Hallowe'en is the Sabbat everyone
knows. The names of the other three
of the Gremer Sahbars—Candlemas,
May Eve and Lammus—may be almost
forpotten outside the Craft of the
Wiccan. But the magic of Hailowe'en is
siill celebrazed by fancy-dress parties,
ghost stories, pumpkin lanterns, and old
time-honoured  divinations,

The old Celtic name for Hallowe'en
is Samhain {pronounced " Sowin ™) Fve
Sambain means * Summer’s end ;) be-
cause the Celts, rather philosophically,
considered that there were only two real
seasons in Britain—Summer and Winier,
Sununer bzgan on May Eve and ended
on Movember Eve, Dcrober 31,

Like Mayv Eve, Sambain Bve was cele-
brated with bonfives and dancme. This
is-the reel ongin of Boanfire Night ar the
hozinning of embiar, which e fauh

older thans Guy Faates aad his

i welisrd .;.3._,J. AT i Ry 14 |
his grateful Paclizment did, whan they
cstablished Bonfire Nielu on Noveniber
5, was simply to reinte the age-old cole-
brations to their perticular interes:.
Fire i5s a symbol of the Life Force;
and there is someihing perticuluriy merey
and magic:! about & benfive. In Seol-
land on Hallowe'en, prople vscd o carey

r ¥ r . Il
lizhted torches: deogl, tharn s, stnwise,
around the feids ta Yrine luck o o
crops and dispel evil Bulucnces.

he  particuler signiicance of Hal-
lowe'en 15 that at this time whe spinits of
those who have passed on ire especially
able to renrn and comn unicate with the
living. At Jeast, that is the ancient Celtic
belief. Hence it is pacticularly associated
with the Old llormed God in his aspect
as the God of Death and Resurrection.
At this paint in the year, of change-
over [roon sumimer o winter, the dooss
of the Other World open.  Ghosts and
clemenials are abroad,
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Serious student  of witcher ot wisher to
eontact others i S.W. Lev.s Cornwall —
13 Hamer, Hangmans Cross, Sodbmiee, S,

Llevien.
i . AT, 25ah Neeth Ve tisad
L SO T LS e
& ar | with gmaime intcione
He ey, Prruldism, et Aleo W v Pt

lishes 4 duplicoted news=shcet and sl send a
copy for 15,

Migs Marparetr AMe*omara, 16 Dale Sirecr,
Woarcester, Mass, ovme, USA, would like
ta hear from people in Great Sritain intergsted
in the subjects covered by Mentagrinn as she
expects to come here to live,

Mrs. Leslic s, 123 Commanwealth
Avenue, Boston, AMass, 02116, U.S5.A., would
like to hecar from other remders. ' Witch
Leslic,” as she is known o friends, claims 1o
have been intreduced to witchoralt by a coven
in Salem, and now runs a group in Bosion.
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scourge). Getting out of ling, knocking
- a staff {or the like) all earned a
s. o reward which helped to keep the
dancers alert and active.

The circled cross was a popular patiern
for dancing, and so was the spiral. When
the Craft become more sophisticated,
mote complicated fipures like the pentacle
were introduced——which called for con-
conirated attention.  Nearly all chese
dances can be casily traced from ancient
designs like the swastika, wluch is repre-
sentative of the homs of four beasts
wirning a mill or a whecl.

As a matter of interest, one of the
charges against the Temphis was that
they trompled on the Cross of Cheit,
This, in fact, was no such thing, bt the
solar cress which they wsed for thar
muze-dance.

o v see that the masic crcle was nint
just 2 sort of oo
very practical pattein lor Gancing ancsel
into costasy.  The steps of the dinge
varicd considerably, since they were
supposed to imitaie the gair of some
particular animal ur conditicn suitable to
the rite being werked. The Wounded
God, for instance, prndur:'.l the lame
dineping step which indicated his status,
Any interested person can casily work
. out and reconstcuct the stcps,

dy e gons besame sovlisad toe, did
varied sornewhat with log siians and condi-
tions, The so-called Devil-dancecss of
Tibet have kept most of these ancient
movement-modes intact to the present
time.

Experiments with sensitive instruments
show that electrical ¢harges are developed
in the human body during dancing or
wvrating—as in pwal methods,  The
particular step whioi scems to generdle
the most electricity is the drapging
shu!  of the Lame (or wounded) God,
pert ned encrgetically. This applies to
outaoor working, or in basements with
stone floors.

A major source of electrical supply
comes from the carth's magnetic hield,
which induces an aliernating current in
the duncers’ bodies during the circle
dmzce;  The Taster the dancey the more
current developed 4 since it is alierauin,
there s mo diffcrence at all Between deosil
and widdershin: doncing from tns view-
point: The frequency 15,00l course, pne
cycle per circumuambulation,

Baswcally, the dance pattern is sup-
posed 1o sol up rhythmic resonances in
the dancers themsclves so that their whole

~“eings respond Lo, and reproduce, that

‘ticular frequency wave-form in the
wheric innerworld.  As their physical
bhodies act, so should their inner existence
harmonise and produce reactive effects
which were once called ** magical.” The
clements of this can be studied during

mIe Carprel Qs il

any * beat™ session in modern times,
where the old witch methods aow spell
big money. For those who want to keep
it as a Craft practice, however, it only
remains ncocossaty to trace a suitable
magic circle or inaze on their floor, work
out the step, and switch on eppropriate
music, With practice, results can be
virtually a-mazing.—%Ws. G. Gray

4in Cpen Letter

Dear Tavmsiy, I have been prompted
to write this letter to you on behalf of
several friends who share my admiration
both for your writings in Pentagram and
for the fact that you have emerged at all
from the depths to show us something of
the Way. The Editor has also been kind
engurh 1w ler me see your comments to
the two lotters in this fesue.

First let mo say that we believe we

kiow the difference between mysticsm
wd seligion,  We have ablo woried
¢ o vronp in the pracuce ol

mieditation aud have experienced vistons
which ecnable us to understand st
Robert Coclhirane wrote in Portagrain 3 .
“ T'he doubt centres around the reality of
the esternal world, not the inner. The
reality of such expenence illuminates the
whulc life."

A couple of us have been, for a short
time, members of a Gardaerinn coven bt
ters for pwn simple reneems o the ™ Eldere™
appeared to be disintarested in lentung—
and had precious little to teach, We lelt
with no ill-feelingand belicve that modern
wiichcraft has something useful to ofier,
but not for us,

Between us we have a fair, but naturally
amateur, knowledge of philosophy, psy-
chology and medicine—and we take a
reasonably s¢rinus interest in the fashion-
able * fringe * subjects like ESD, dowsing
and ghosts. One of us 15 particularly
interested in the hallucinogenic drugs and
he has emphasised the importance of vour
reference to them in an carlier issue, He
has alse suppested to us that one of the
reasons why orthodox mediane has made
0 Hittle progress in s invesigations g
hallucinogens 15 becanse the experinionts
jee conducted onn un; aitable (nor suilic-
ety developed o the sparr !
people.  The visions we have addpevcd
pypmded Jead 4 to belicve that we can
under=tand the use o which the mush-
room com be put,

Now the point of this letier is ta ask you
“N'here do we go from here # From
what you have written we kuow that You
have a rare wisdom, much of which you
have acquired along a path we seck to
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tread. But in your reply to Mr. Crowther”s
letter you say ““ we have had hundreds of
vears of anonymity; we like it that way,
and we intend that it shall continue™
We do not ask to be received into an
ancient and hereditary group (we can sec
the disadvantages for both sides) but we
do feel that there should be some way for -
us, too, to have the opportunity to
“ sharpen our intuition and perceptions
by pracuce and meditation”  under
guidance, and after suitable testing and
examination by those such as vourself,
We know that the learning and the rrain-
ing are long and hard ; but the religions—
and “ witch " groups—which take ail-
comers are of no inlerest to us becanse ne
hird work is expected. We alse know
that there is much we can do by oursclves;
bt there s sn much niore that we ceuld
do with experienced guidonce—whica is
not the same thine a8 leadership,

Much of what vou foes Wi %
to havea d i 53
with the cyes T see 3 we will Aot

cite examolen here as we believe |
double entente should be seen by those
who can—and we must pot give the
game away !

Whe will help us upon the Way ?
—Yours sincerely, Romiw Bupci

A Genarowus Char

- -

Cedil 11, Willigtneos,. ropricter ol 1two
witchersll musenms, 15 wWilling 1o | e
display facilities in them nest yoar Loz aay
group wishing 1o take up the « ler. Une
is to be featured in any case, and Mr.
Williamson writes * They do not claim
to be anything other than ene aspect of
witcheraft , . . sn the public are bound 1o
ask what other types or groups there are.
Well, why not let the groups stawe their
case ? I am ready and willing to provide
the platform and means whereby any
group ot groups can put over ther
manners, wavs, means and objectives . . .
Please understanu 1 have no sides to ke

.. provided they are sincere in ther
work. I woeuld far rather that the groups
provide their own image, but il no co-
operation is forthoonung then [ shil have
to press on as ~est 1 ocan with my veesion
of their activiiics, '

T 'do nou cven have 1o

meet anyong, for all thae 1 reminrecin be
done with the aid of the pen aad the Rind
and willing co-operduon ol Ukt one

member of cach group willing a0d proud
enough *o put forward their point of

view.”  Mr. Williamson's addiess s
The Smugglers' Rest, Faries  Hill,
Polperro, Cornwall.

. . .

West Country woman (50)  intcrested
occultism, witcheraft, mysticism snd auther-
ship would welcome corres pondeiee oF mect-
ings with indwiduals or groups in the West
Counery.—Miss 1. M. Hodges, 5 5t Andrews
Road, Backwell, Bristol.




