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can be seen one way up—or upside down—according to the case the behelder essays

STﬁTIS‘T ICS can prove anything. It is common knowledge that a given set of figures
to

Such has been the case with both historical and contemporary chroniclers of
the world of witcheraft. So often, as i many spheres of sociological research, writers
have set eut to justify o personal and preconceived idea, selecting such recorded facts
and opinions as may swit their purpose; wircheraft has heen persecuted, dismissed as an
interesting figment of the Church’s imagmation. regretied in retrospect gs a long since

ofunct religion, and criticised as a

those who have written either chjectively or su
—hecause to do otherwise wousd have bodn

» pestimieid thet th

eeaft is dend; o0 i have
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artipndes could be wrong: periups so
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“simt organisation” for ille -al practices. Most of

bjectively of the alieged cult have ssumed
fificult™ or “inzenvenient’—that witch-

& who wrire about wilcheraii—past ot

present—could do a litiic moie in the way of homework first.

A number of groups exist who claim to enshrine the traditions and teachings of bygone
ages—and can prove it 1o vheir own satstaction. Piecing together the jig-saw of surviviog
remnants of a “forgorten” culr{ure) can be both frustrating and rewarding. Past myths
and misconceptions will continue in their perpetuation unless fresh and sibstanutive
evidence is forthcoming to correct the mistakes of history. The cult—in all its many

aspects—may not need it but can postert

ry atford to senore the challenre? |

. {hare theres breath, there’s life.”” So with witcheraft, ‘I'he breath i« ciearly there:

let mesterity should b

he sccorded its right, i witcheralt should crzble the writers

1o do their homework—and get the record siraigat.
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A correspondent, representing a fraditional
group in the West Country, airs his views
and raises some interesting points

The report of Mrs. Valiente's talk at
the Pentagram dinner, together with Mr.
Cochrane's article in the same issue, make
fascinating reading, and could be said 10
represent Lhe rwo extromes of the Cralt—
Witchoralt Ancient and Modern, so 10
speak. From the former one puis the
Gardnerian armosphere of sweemess and
light coupled with pood clean fum. all
under the auspicces ot w Universal Auntie.
Mr, Cochrane, on the other hand, is 2
sort of Kier Hardie of the Craft, a radical
thinker calling upon us to leap nto the
clear light of today—and tegether scarch
for our souls.

These twa viewpoints do show us,
however, that there is a fair way 10 go if
the older hereditary Craft is to come
together with its modern counterpart. I
have experienced both of these versions;
the former through my mother and my
gunt, and the latter (rather too easily)
through one of the many Gardnerizn
High Priestesses—who, I must emphasise,

knew nothing at the time of my connec-
tions with the hereditary Craft, This has
shown mie just how great the gap is that
e .15, and the hard work that will be
mesded if we are to close it

M. Cochrane's views, nowever, are not
entirely representative of those of the
older Crafi. A little more emphasis on the
supreme Goddess, #ud a livde less on the
eort of spulsscarching that San be found
i half=a-doon cults on (o ocult arangEe,
wouid have srovght him morc in line
with the beliefs of the group to which I
have the honour of beionging. We believe
that in the Cralt it is a case not so much
of learning something new—bu of
remembering, once again, something old.

It must be admitted that there are aids
to this remembering: aids towards the
sort of knowledge of the Goddess and of
Self that we are secking. One such that I
have scen used is the hallucinogenic
mushroom/toadstool Amanita muscaria®
and, if an exchange of knowledge and

ideas between covens comes to pass, it will
be very interesting to see what other
methods, old and new, are in use, I feel
that we could all be on the verge of some-
thing great so far as the future of the
Craft is concerned, but how much of this
fecling is due to personal longings for a
coming together of the scattered pinces,
and how much to a genuine belief that it
reil] be possible to jom the pisees, 1 do not
Enaw. 1 have. pechaps surprisinely, found
that it is ecasier to discuss difierent ideus |
with mempers of the “older™ povens than

vith tie 1een® wclinols | The Jetier
juse do pot woat to know; and 12K refuae

behind dopmue. &) gLl
to substantiate Mr. Cochrane's thiory that
the modern Craft has become a “funk-
hols" for those wishing to hide from the
world.

I hold no brief for the modern world
myvself, but we have w live in it, ood e
must do all we can to imaprove it and keep
it from becoming & yadio-active Cioacn
The things thar are being done to the
patoreal onder of chings, both plaot and
animal, in the pzme of the great god
Progress; the vast weste On GIMTAENLs
while millions starve—these are the sort
of evils that mus: be fought today:
whether one believes them to be a natural
result of mankind being what it is, ot
whether one sces it all as a nuiueal con-
sequence of the abandonment of the
Mother Goddess for an incompetent
Father God, Uhe Craft could concavubly
be a force fur good or merely another of
the occult curiosa of 20th century Britain.
The choice, rather frighteningly, is ours.—
TavLiesiN

=1 once askod the late Gerald Gardier what
he knawof this muslirsom. o deepl
in the mvths of Botaim thint ' no
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childeer's Falry stories—even tod il to
in=lude it sopteowlwere, He ansy 1 thaie-he
Yo v i hing o it anad did NOT L Birgve
thar it ever formed part of tite Qid Relipgion
I'kie proves s how well the secret had teen
kept all this sume, Becase Gdraner Wi com=

Vesply wrons, T Lave notenly o208 loe 25t

prury pecipe 1or 0 sort ol @a brewed ftem

the mushroom, but | have ritually drunk it
Ihe revulsion aeainst so-colled “tendstocls"
gives us the el ta all this, My ol thete funpd
are very edible imdeed, but countrimen will
ot toueh them. U'his almost certainly points o
a time when certain of these fungl were taboo
because of their sacred quality; 1.€., they were
for cating on religious occasions enly—and
then probably only by the priestesses or Pricars.
Robert Graves suggests that the Engish re-
luctance to cat horsemeat could come from a
similar race memery. The “unclean’ animals
and birds of the Bible arc almost certainly the
same sort of thing —TALIESIN
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A subject which intercsts me concerns
he anthropolozical and fuik-lore aspecis
of witch mradirions. 1 am interested in
collecting the string fipures made by
primitive peoples all over the world,
some of which seem o be associnted with
sympathetic magic, and healing. It has
occurred o me that the siory wid by
Gerald Gavdoer in one of his books
about the sailors in the Isle of Man
“buying winds” tied wp in knotted
strings from wirches might conceal a
string figure magic or piay—and it would
e of great inierest to know if string
fipures have & place in witch tradition,
I now that a cord is one of the witches'
ritual tools, hut this may be somcthing
quite dilTerent, 1 shonld siress that 1
am intercsted In chis ogueston fram a
scientific standonint. Cp :;' crudles and
siting panics ar
paseime o chiidien and' savnges:. 100
trivial o be worthy of et o, but as
with some other teeditional games they
may well reflect not a livtle of 1he history
of the people.—Kathlcen . Basford
(Mrs), 11 Stemley Rood, Alexandra
Park, Manclester 16.

Since her first Jettor, Mro. Basford has
written a8 follows: “Because of the great
-antiauity and world-wide dis: :rihution of these

somey, - dnd thelr sonetitien: ofth mone
m}umla_-._--].' wnd ealesdncd customs of primis
tive peaplos it ww.lld et 0ol s incecest 0L i
ean be estabiihed that string lipused, games or
tricks ocevr in the troditions of Witcherafy, T
did not mention in my previous letter that one
Gertaan nome for the nursery game “Cat's
Cradles” is “Hexenspiel"—"Witch’s Game."
It may or may not be sipnificant, There is
evidenee that “Cat’s Cradles™ originared in
Korea, and cume o Burope by the tea-trade
route."

& aeuall remardog -8s

Editorial eonirdeants to “Pemtagram®™ make the
Jollowing observarions:

Cords and steing play a part in all types of
magic, Witch nr otherwise, INote the Brahmin
Sacred Thrend e monk’s rirdle of chastity,
efe. The value foord is that it will take up any
pattern in throe dumensions. Using it will maitic
the fnpers follow the mind or vice versa, To
tie kr-u": 15 1o fmaniisst menial mtentl oy on
pterinl jevel. oot patteens can thereiore be
related to mind patterps, especiatly by some-
one wiho can o of read poe wite, and

roctiuion ofksort < and srranpingcordy can
moters of consciotsness on

C :;__l LA
Variaus dcveias
A 1 meditntional aid; 2 cord i5 oite valu-
able, fod 1L con e pul oomuny | WVIINE
gound povcilogical purposcs. e MCat
eradle™ tor instance, ilustrated the process of
inverting objective and subjoctive conscionsg-
oeas. One migle almest ook at cords as heing
a means of making mind-pictures with fudoy
and purpose,
whole subject of Witch-cords is more
‘nvalved than might be supposed, and needs a
mt aeal of research. One could write on
one subject ar great length if Pentagram
space pmnumd In fact it would moke a
roject of its own to keep rescarchers working
Eu- guite o while. Perhaps Mrs, Bastord wmrld
care tostart this ball (ol string ) rolling i —W. G

Mrs. Basford has raised an interesting point
about the real pu ose of cords, harvest twine,
string dolls, ere. They appear ro hove originated
from the woven strands of O Fate, the mojor
deity of all true witches. They are, of course,
the origin of such descriprive terms as "spell-
binders,” When worked up properly they
,I1\_.-L1d contpin many ditferent |1|:ts—11|. riwi,

ithers and impedimenia of the particuiag
ctﬂrm They are generally refereed to in the
trade as “ladders,” or in soine exses as
Hearlands, "™ and hawve much the same meaning
gr the threw erosse, "That s they can contnin
three Plessines, thres curses, or three wishes,
A witch aluy possesses a devouonal ladder, by
which sl may climb to meditstonal heights,
knotted to a sicular partern as the Catholic
rosary.

The Celtic practive of hll'l.:hn;: the dead, vsed
now as & devouonad ald by some modern
groups, was origically an indication that the
dead person had undergone the necessary
stages and parification rowards the final
judeement and redempuien. The dctasd pattern
of the knot voas conendered to- bethe 2mmnottane
thing; the poattern formed by the mes of the
binding baing a symbol of secondary impor-
tonce.

*..;"11 v ~L‘L1-|..d by ch: "':i'--i"--mi-:n
kanr, anpniinecd to all and n v th Wiy
g o o .l s o fate wj-.: the < 08 p
wward. It was the action of 8- trgly bratu nEr
ok the B '..l.! oaningl upe Loe Seie ol Lhe
lxun Bulls, |..1., Nlosters over Lifc-and Death,

It may be thar when he later built n teraple (o
Wemesis he was attempting to buy off the
terrible Fate of his former acoon,

The art of binding is to be sgen in one of its
best forms in the oid craft of thawching, The
pegs and hinders ave traditionally put into a
crossed shape, hold by a fnal strectuce over the
roof trees thit also has a very ¢lose connection
with Wirchernir,

The so-called "v'.n:r-:d olfecr’ hald In wch

revarenee by some Wirches wis o ot a8
woaver's aht.ﬂl—dnl eould emily be mistakien
for a phaliic symbol. The weaver's distad,
bound with redds or struw, appears !'n.'l.,‘.t:cnlly
in rutal carvings and elsewhere, 1t again has
reference to the Cralt ond suprermne Deity. It
would appear that the witches were not in the
feast intiuenced by Feudian concepts,

There is gond reason to assume that the
nursery game of snikes and ladders originated
in a much older pﬁtinm connectzd  with
binding, One pspect of the snake j= thar of the
Temptee or Dectroyer, and the pame penining
as 2 lesson upon life: one cither ascends by the
aid ol the lndder, or desconds via the snake, The
actinn af the game is still dependant upon the
throw of a black snd white cube (dicel—a
symbal of FFate {rom ancient times,

Bazieaily the cords of binding, -.u{.c-l (als HL
are Wi od upon with misiaken entl .
Dmatndliy they wore cords of Fare, wosos anld
bound mmo a chaon lor' o dl.u'.ngd UrPOGL.
Sometimes siaped into a !:Eﬁ:l|"].ll.'l'|'|.' al’ the
i -.!'"'":-'n.-r'-"_"'.i'......'ll.. ey WS
wieo e o a quterast or natked r ar '[1:- Th.:

ohject or pepee clerably In o put

as an andioat Inteni. |:|1 un aion s

the ladder ¥ plaesd In the b
st 10 he cnbiinted, "'.I-.lm ) B

kuddery  micade Il-['ll.'. s wias once lound m a
chureh belivy: presumably one of the Qld
Craft could not sivep lote on Sunday mornings
bevause of the racket of the bells!

"Cat's cradle” a8 a pume i5 interesting
enough but as a form ol witchery it I:lm:umu
an interesting indication ufn-L:
nature of the Crafe. Each of the ﬁng-m on thc
hands of o witch has a defined meaning and
purpose, It would be reasonable to assume
that, to the knowing eye, the crosses ond planes
formed by the strings would tell much of a
particular ritusl.—Robert Cochrane,

iMore booizs to read

THE LANCASTIRE WITCHES.
Harrison  Ainsworth's famous novel
was written in 1848 and has been popu-
lar ever since; but it is now ditficult to
obtain and the Lancashire dialect is nos
eiisy for the modern reader, Recognising
these ditficultics, a new ** condensed and
translated "' edition has been prepared by
Irene Poliity who says : = Ia retelling this
funtastic story, I shall translate the broad
Lancashire dialect, leaving out unneccs-
sary descriptions, dialogue, and anything
that is not entircly relevant to the story,
and thus making for easier reading and
quicker understanding o swory of Lan-
cashire. a beauriful and generous county
and e stranpe happenings that have
been the base of so many stories of the
dark deeds around Peadle Hill . . .7
Available from John B Adnsworth Eid.,

2 Standish Streer, Burnley, Lancs. Price
15s., ]'I[L'l'-i 13. postase:

DEVIL WORSFTP IN ERITAIN: A WL
S«ilvnod snd Fole Hustng; Com Book

1"-1.‘.! could quire cislly be o symposing o
extendad arricles from onte of e wore futd
Svnday newspapers, ‘The suthoms hove had
rollocking tie covering (n the words of the
bleod-red Blurb’ *An obscene rite inthe West
Country . . . Voodun., . . the ftude dancers of
the North ... the Tild riival moedcey ', .. 2
black nass at Closhill . . . sexuval ordiee , . - the
pnsipte of Pogbea in Hestfordshi-e ... the
death curse ... ke blopd-flled cuziics ot
Chideock,” Al goodd studl foe gelling rojrer-
"L'I-.I‘i'i- I"ll'. l":'."-‘ OOV T A s 'l"l"""ll' 1TapT
t0 soparnte the wizel feom the chind or swhat
they have discovercd snd lumped topether
usder the conveniently embrazing word of—
Witchoraft, To give the béok 4 wace of social
conscience they express dissausfaction wiih
Mr. Henry Deood.e's dismissal of the idea of
introducing fre<n anti=witcheraft legistation 1o
deal with undesirable proctices carricd on By
ceriain . groups. There is  chready amplc
lepislation in existence: people can always
leave proups if they don't ke them, I they
are oo ‘richtencd to do so without moral
support from outside they should quickly be
able to find it, Any sociologist knows that
sipange group prctives will always continue.

WITCHCRAFT AND BLACK MAGIC:
Muntapue Summers; Arcow Books: 3z, 0
THE SATANIC MASS; H. T. F. Rhodes;
Arriw Books; 3=, tid,

—both long out o =nntin
their oviginal 2 L 12t T T 12 e
appearanee as popercacks. Montagus Sunimers
win need no ftrodiociion tooolr te Sirs bt
wond dbout Honry Whoides @ poob e

These rwo bool

priste. He has bicn 3 prolitie and roacahie
mut oy e enciil maniet CrETE  poliiies
he stwould hove remaied se exclimively. Not
LR 3 whit g baox savs, '.-. weven, I8

probab.y :I::;, wairsl reason for not reading it
Ey the way ... |
The November issue of Neww Dimen-
sions includes a most inmeresting article
by Robert Cochrane outlining in fact/
fiction form a ritual as practised by
hereditary Warwickshire witches. Allow-
ing for the veil of fiction, the article
reveals an approach and attitude very
different from other published accounts




of Craft ceremonics. The writer has
endeavoured to communicate his personal
feclings caused by the ritual in question.
Pentagram readers who do net already
subscribe to N.D. may obtain copes ai
3s. 10d. por issuc from Potograns or
dircct from the publishers, Hel ss Dook
Service Ltd., 8 The Square, Toddington,
Cheltenham, Glos.
E £ &
Readers in the Provinces who have
diﬁmi% obtaining books on occult sub-
ill usually find John M. Wartkins,
21 Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road,
London, W.C.2, to be helpful.  Watkins
has specialised in the occult for many
years. Helios Book Service (address
above)} also provides an exccllent postal
book service,

The

Icis nnpm! in a futare i :r-.ut of Penzaera e o
publich 1a gitiele on the agizin and | {
the s of the puntipron: live-pmintet) s,
frosn which thus nowsleiier L. ft1 rone,
Meant I'TI1.| I'|.‘|1.|. Ly
the llowing short dis-

A serixtion ou the sign
"-T;:‘ A= "m"'v' }":%lh be of inrepest:
o e pentagrim, a

(o .- five-pointed star
g#%

drawn with one stroke
of the pen: this sign
and is certainly moc
characters. Sirva

belongs o the most
rmitive of markind,

litdal dler.nt 1 1 b

The peatigowm Las hed several  difierent

sipmiilcniions ot dafFrent times in v history
of man. The Pvibigoreons called @ the
Fﬂnt.lipha, anid the Celtic priests the witcli's

It was alzo known in the Middle Ages as
the goblin's cress, It also represents the five
senses, oF the four eloments and the Spivis; the
male and {cmale principles are also conveved
h!" the arrangemant of the five points, Amongst

I 1]
¥ T ney e .
‘ -':\ r 0l l"‘-: ] .

_-u.].n.hl...r._- ey, B

f this Find dare oafe he

the Da i wis the sign of Godhend, and o
the Jc t gipnifed the five Mesaie bhooks,
This vits also popularly belicved o be a
prote. igainst demons and, by analozy, a
symbo. ¢ osafety. It is belicved too to be the

symbol of lupr.r}’ humectsmng, In ancient
nme it was a magic charm against the people of
Babylon.” Apart from the phease in isalics,
this quntalion is wken from Rudell Foch's
:u% antholegy *“"Uhe Book of Signs,”™
easll Kuoch, an ourston ltn:: purzonality
the developrient of the praphic arts in
Gl:'rﬂ‘ iny, compied nearly S00 sigons and
symibols into his book, wlich is ]Iu‘.v -known
outsfde the warld af tvrapsiobiers nnd provhie
o, e Buok s dhostrared By acretibiy
symipatheric reproductions of the 1Ens,

anchent fig
redrown by Kuch and cur ony wood by boe
Kredel.

L] "
“ Past cnd Future”

The March issue of Past and Furire
{25, 6d. [rom 34 Hillzate Place, London
W.8) contains an article by Justine Glass
entitded “'Will Witchcraft Survive 2'' Miss
Glass, as readers will recall, is writing a
book on witchcraft and the article in
P & Fis ample evidence of the objective-
ness of her npﬁrm:h to her subject.
Several readers have already helped her
with matcrial for her book but Miss
Glass will be pleased to hear from others,

older than written
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“PENTAGRAM” TRIP TO ROLLRIGHT CTONES

For the benefir of the many readers
who have first heard of the Ralieipin
Stones through sncntion of thom in
Peira Sram we pre pleased 1o publisi this
phiotograph by Ne "“ BTN {_:r iIs; hitnaclf en

CipezL -.1 lore o the
.'_. ".':\':-t:. T Sittiation, at 4
bediene of spmi 10 feet o che barcesy of
vLJ \m- Jdibive and YWarvdiszkshire, s inisclf

induccrnent envugh for a ‘Lu.n. Ty
consist of a stong cizcle (some 35 vards in
diameter), a solitory upright stone, called
the King's Stone (sbout 100 vards from
the circle) and a separate dolmen of five
stones, known as the Whispering Kuighs,
The King's Stone, on one side of the road,
isin i‘-?--.L-m:‘“*hirs:.: the others are all in
Oxfordshice,

T. H. Ravenhill, in his row-rare book-
let (*“The Rn]’rr'hl Stones and the Men
who Erected Them"—-Sold for the
benefit of Purish activities in Linle
Rollright, 1926 at 1s. 6d.) suggests that
there are 77 stones in the circle, varying
in height from ground level to 7 feet
2 inches. Local tradition, however, has it
that it is impossible to connt the stones and
a different answer will be obtained at cach
attempt. The story is teld of a balker who
“resolving not to be outwitted, hicd he to
the spot with a basketful of small loaves,
one of which he placed on every stone, In
vain he tried: either his loaves were not
sufficiently numerous, or some sorcery
misplaced thoin, and he gave up in
despair,” Others say that the birds came
and ate his leaves so that he could not

Junt them up .'|\r'.' 135 S,

Another famous lop: .d cls that there
wits 4 wise woman Calicd Mather Shipron
{of Thiptan-unde:-"Tychwood) whe Ny
thercubours, One day she mer a Kipe,
marching at the head of his arny, advanc-
ing to claim the Kingdom ot Ensiand;
there were in his army five knights who
were in league against him, and stood
apart whispering among themselves,

Sheapproached the King, who was close
to the mound on which the solitary stone
now stands, from the top of which mound
he would be able to look down into Long
Compton and far into the valley bevomd.
But before he had begun to ascend the
mound she stopped him; and his army,

sezing the King stop, halted alse, She
asked him what was his olject in marching
with his army through 1.'r:; ge parrs; and he
told her, Whercupon she seids

“Sepen sivides thow shale tais,

Fr. w Lovg {.a stare 1o

LORREE sER,
1]
.

riadl Til i for be thoveh
that seven stides would ke himy far
enough up theslupe of the raound 1o Jool
down into the village., But when he lad
taken his seven sirides he found thet the
sumnmit of the mound wiill hid it from his
sight. The witch sgain addredsed him:

* Stand seill sione;

King of England tiesi shall be none

Upen which he was turned into the
Kinz's Swne, and s:fil oamed e
rooding over whoo nugits have beeny and
his army behind him bocame the Cipsle;
while the Five RKnights suill held aloof
and whisper treachery together against
the King.

Some historians have suggested that the
Rollright Stones are Dhruidic, and it is
interesting to note that the dismeter of the
Circle is 35 yards—the same us Stone-
henge. Dr, Stukeley, who first deow
attention to this sinflarity in 1743, 4o
says of a spot ~ear the King's Stone
“Hither, on a cootain day of the vear, the
young men and maidons customnril::
mwcet; and make merry with cakes and ale,
And this seems to ¢ the “l.‘l.l."lih' of the
vory amcicur fesr il here _I..u.n d in
memory of the in: rrcd . . 4

Later in the year Menterram plans to

arsinge 8 cou. Ratip vy out from Le fi

o visit the “ollrzht Siones and e

Musenmn of weherert o Jdouriei=on=
M- - - Ire

tha-¥i'ster. The o je
central London at about 10 am. and
return inthe early evening; fare probably
15s. a head, A short stop ar the Siones
would cnable the party to bein Bourton-
in time for lunch, after which a couple of
hours would be allowed for the Museum
and the other attractions of Bourton—
including a splendid private aviary of
exotic tropical birds, which is also well
worth seeing. Readers who would like o
join the trip arc invited to notify Pouta-
gram, indicating whether a Saturday or
Sunday would be preferred.
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~AFIErTA A MNP, Diane Treece recalls her
l.@ Cibaledid LOLAILY w mother's association with the local witch

ly mother, a child in Victoria’s reicn,
tived nest door to the last member of the
local coven. Although Mrs. B, the witch,
had five children of her own, not one of
them followed the old Craft, In fact it was
common knowledze they thought' their
mother to be slightly mad, and refused 1o
assist her in her work at all. My prand-
mother thought diffcrently and the two
ladies were firm [riends, exchunging
gossip, upan which 2 considerable amout
of professional witchery depends, and
going out together upon a shiny night 1o
collect the herbs of the trade, They often
worked together over the coal ranee,
peering o the boiling pot as the herbs
fluxed to crcme the mugie distillations of
wcharmy.

Motlier, the ynungest danghter, wWas
ten vears ohl when fisis Fio ]
Mee, B She would siend and hield
hand-made taper while grandmother and
Mrs, B ciicumvented the room, veices
rutsed in a chant, onz whirling the ladle,
the other the fire rake—stirring up things,
catiing upon the Gods to assist them.
Occasisnally she would be asked to hold

sands with Mrs. B as the old lady peered
into 2 comunon plass dish to find out what
—ameune was un to. She also had the
itire enperience of <eeing an overloni-
wp, Mies, B took ovtwiacuploard 2 saiall
wooden cobtin, opened i carefully and
wok out a wax doll front inside, then
standing upon a chair transfixed the doll's
budy to the door frame with six long steel
rails. This operation was carried out in
absolute silence, and the only remark
that mother remembered Mrs. B making
upon the matter was, “When I cusses,
my cusses come ‘ome to roest.” They did,
for rumour had it that someone had vpset
the old lady, and it was no matter of
urprise 1o my mother that this particular
sumity embarked upon a long string of
M SOCTUNCS,

Everyone who had a problem sooner or
laier found their way @ Mz, Bs ooor
She appears 10 have acied o5 a copsuluint
pevchiatrist, maryi counsellor and a
prenitive form of National Healeh Servise
Lo Halt the villsee. oll of whome treared ber
with 3 mixture of amused <o itempr and
seater nwe, Mes. B oactoally fived by her
bty taking small exchange for small
Lavars, and accepling cash i fetuarn for
throwing  the leaves for somcone. I
suppose by modern occule standards it
wonld be ¢asy to condenin the practice of

~aceephing money in return of Craft, but
dr. B was a widow in a world where
poverty is the only true crime.

Dunng the South African war, Mrs.
II‘ worked up quite a trade amongst the
departing soldiery by making  battle
wrarms, and it was no rare thing to find
a soldier or two from the local barracks

L-ERAITe TN

waiting patiently in the kitchen whilst
Mrs. B preparcd the necessary ingredients
which slie put into a smaii lianncl bag to
be carried in the pocket. Whether or not
these charms were effective [ do not know,
but they rsust have given conildence 1o
many a man in & tight corner,

My mother last saw Mrs. B when she
returned to the village after being away
for a few years, The old lady asked her if
she was thinking of getting married.
When mother said that she wasy't, Mrs. B
told her that it would not be long before
ehe did, and there was a great deal of
trouble coming afterwards, My mother
was marpied wichin the year, and hve
years ofter that my futher was w beoncof
the few men w have survived active
service front the beginning o the end of
the 1814=15 war,

i suppors that war was not anly st end
of an epocit. but also the end of many
ansicnt and loegl praditdons, Te ushered in
the technical monster we live with today.
1t also helped 1o finish the job Frst staried
by the railways, and finally destroved the
old villame traditions and way of life, and
with it the remains ef the despised and
persecuted Old Craft in that area.

A Useful Trea-spell

Prees are o rogd source of radfant vitalicy
an a very low-trequescy scale, and this can be
drawn upon under faveourable condiions, A
very usetul application of it i for reliely and
even cure, of many backache conditions. The
process is as follows.

First a suitable tree is selected. It must be
strong, upripht, free [from distortons or
malformations, and of pood size. Ash, sproce,
higely {but an yew), are all suitable, Idzally it
should be in a2 namwal sciung awsy from
hunan contamination such as housing cstates,
motor rodds, e,

Qe “makes foends™ with the tee by
touching it, talking to it, and thinking tnto it
Circle it nire times, cither touching it with the
fingertips, or with the cnd of vour statl, Take
up the final position North, and lecn back
apainst the tree firmly o3 i in the arms of a8
feicnd Swhicly ir i) reach your hands behind
, socclung the treg os i you were holaing

it3 hands, and say er think slowly and deeply:

L LLE

s Refind T

e eeeabners af my back,
i 5t

¢kt w Hiveeif

Erie mig ! 1

That I miaw be

Betseen i Hiea

And the earch Donesth tle

Neptire frooe starm

Awd Blessed dn every bramch,
May thix be so,

After this has been repeated 2 mumber of
times until a sense of “rapport” is felt, relox
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ﬁeﬂy against the tree and simy ¢ let it work
pechaps ten minutes or so. Heeathe slowly
and decply, thinking of nothing cxcent peace
and rranquillity. Aftera littde, there should be
a "pulling our'’ feeling in rhe bacl which varies
with individuals, When ir is felt thot the trent-
ment is over, bresk contact pently, thark the
MNature Spirits jor their Jwekr, “pay” the tree
by sticking o pin duto the bark, and take a small
piece of the bark for a “pocket-link" to earry -
with vou.

This process can be repeated with a number
af rrees so thot one's Hnkaee witn suclh natural
sources of healing are thereby increased. The
healing process with trees is often slow, and
“Snstant cures” are not very likely,

Anoriginal method of using trees for healing,
is similar 1o the foregoing, ecept that the
Jdiseased part of the body ds rubbed with o
ribbon of rag which is then ded or Axed to the
trecs with an iron nail, ‘This forms the neces-
sary link. Two fameus such trees are the
Virgin Mary's Troe nt Muotariel (Egypt), and
the tree pear the T0le where Morsgs wat said
to have Baen found i the tullrukbes) To tids
coumtry, the Clastonburs Thorn was once
used in such a way.

If practicable, it ix best 1o worl: this spell
with Bare Teet 5o a6 10 esablish good sarths
contact.—W . G.

The Hornad God

By the flamne that burmetls bright,
() Harngd Chng !

We call Thy nome fnto the might,
O Anclenr Gine !

Thee e fmrolke, b the m
By the staading stove avs 2 pvisted rree
Thea we irwolie, wimre puilior Thine o,
By the namaeless slieine farsofiat ana i
Come wilend tie 10 ried of e donce i3 Irsdy

ferm and houf vf 12 C irGed ]
v wpoenlin wive
Wilken the dnan § g Spld

Covig 0 1 efratant ¢f the ehahidt fira iy
A the moon Betzrrghes the mndaseiE Qir,
Evoke Thy porvers, that potine bidz

Int siriming strean and whe scoret Hde,

In fiery flame by starlivhe pale,

In shadotey hest thar rides the pale,

And by the fern=Orakes fairy-haumed

Of foresty stild end woods enchanted,
Cume ? "V Connte J

To the iari=bear’s drum !

Come to ws who pather belom

When the broad white non 15 cliething slow
Throngls the stars fo the heaven's height,
We hear Thy iioafs on the wind of miske !
As black trec-brancher shake ond sinh,
By foy and terror tee bt Thee wrgh,
e speai tie spefl 1700 sep tndocks
At Sofstice, Saki ot e,

Word of tirti el pa resnls

From prittia it Mg thdy mortd i e,
Simce d it —

The Blessine - Panl

Blesséd be 'l n foarth ama hold,

ﬁ."{'.\sr'd '|;.|l _.'.".' &L/ WP . .,'I"I.:
Bilecsdd be a speewmin and 1008

Bostedd =a, s o

Visran (@ el froug our exted

i the o dvan Fitede
Bt the trarel oF Deash owd Bl
COlur inheritanice o) earth,
From our soul tie sons of spring
Fade not fr onr joammdarin.
Our fife wdith all Lije i one,
By blackest nipht or the moonday s,
Eldest of Gods, on Thee we call
Blessing be on Thy creatures all.

@ Doreen Valiente, 1965

ANOTHER MUSEUM

Since our last issue, Pentagram has
heard that there is another musenm of
Witcheraft at Boscastle, Cornwall,




