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A WITCHCLAFT REVIEW

TWO SHILLINGS

Great Welcome for “Pentagram”

ESPONSE from those to whom the

first issie of Pentagrar was sem has
been enthusiasiic and a grear encourage-
ment w0 those responsible for its produc-
tion. Recommendation by word of
mouth and oilér incidental publicicy
have ensured o s:cady stoesm of inquiries
and subscquent subscriptions.

Ralaca

Ba'hady 00w e nid
.

A cormospondear writes 10 sav that
from stu-.iyiug-; HETSPEPer CULiNGgS Cover-
ing the past fese vears it would seem
* that the i:ntm: world of English Wiich-
craft is made up of a limited number
of persons, whom one might term as Dr.
Gardner's discoveries. Some eipht ladies
and rhree to four men, This happy band
tn up time and time sgain. Now as

~—agiy must know, there are o number of

itz apart from the hinie
group I wh 1 ara imtercsved, who
practice varjous forms of Magic and
Witcheraft. Now why does the Pross
make no mention of them . . 7 All ]
can say for the Believess in Witcheraft,
is that it is high time that steps were
taken to alter (the existing) public
image. For it does no good at all 1o
anyone, and I think that you know it in
vour heart.”

Part of the purpose of Fentagram is

FIFETY |

Precizely 50 =

nar groups. Gt

weribers  and  their
friends atcnded first Menragram
dioper in Londen vn October 3, details
of which were =ent out to all who indi-
cated an interest in the project. Those
resent 10 hear Mres. Dorcen Valiente's
interesting talk came from as far aficld
as Derby, Wolverhampton and Harwich

Graoe bofore dinner was a translacion
of a 12th-century document of unknown
origin:

Anszoer us, O Ancient Horned One,
Provender and Power are Tline,
Hear and answer, Gracious Goddess,
Grant us laughter, wit, and wine.
Descend on us, O Thou of blessings,
Come among us, make us glad.
Since Thou art Chief of our Creation,
Why, O why. should twe be sad?
Beam on us, O joyous Dacehus,
Banish heavy-hearted hate.

?

AT “PENTAGRAMY

Pentagraon intends to develop as an
tedependent  newslerter and  pencral
forum for the exchange of news and
views. It can fulfil the great need for
a regular source of information for the
ihiousands who are interested in aoy
aspect of Witcheraft studies.
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o provide the meons of obtamine = more

seplistic appresiaton of the overal! situn-
tion. Membzes of several heroditaey
covens have signtfied their willineness to
provide material about their truditional
beliefs and practices—but not yet. The
deny that Witcherait is " a simnle reli-
gion for simple folk "—a popular belief
—and maintain 1[’1'1‘ it is a complicated
and allcmsbracing way of dife reguinug
srudy, doted on :m._t a rare attitude
of mind and discipadne of ';‘iJiL

There (re pther pews |>"p1:r= bosides the
Neswos of the World and there are other
authors than Dennis Wheatlev. A pum-
ber of perfectly responsible researchers,
writers and authors could help to change
the image of Witcheraft but obviously
can only do so as a result of their own
findings. If the only people they are
able 1o trace tell them one view, that will
be the view which is published.
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Aceept our Craft, O Grearest Mother,

Let cheerful brightne: he our fate.
SO MAY IT .

Her friendly chirm quickly enc 2red
Mrs, Valiente to her .u' nce; and the
follswing is an extract ! wr speech:

Fricnds, firet of all «: L thoauk you

for the hocour you have done me in
choosing me as your speaker, on what
may well be an lusteric first occasion—
the first pathering organised by Penta-
grom,

It is, 1 feel sure. sipnificant that ic is
just thirtcen ycars—the witches' mystic
thirteen—since the last of the old Witch-
cralt Acts was taken off the Stature
Book, in 1951. Before thar time, our
assembly tonight might have been iliczal;
and if we had held it in the 17th century
it would have been o hanging matrer,

People are no longer hanged [ov
Witchcraft, although we still have with

us some self-appointed Witchfinders
General. More and more the old Craft
of l.‘h!! Wise is gaiuing recogniticn 28 a
gen umc tradition of nature-worshin ond
magic, de*cn'mg of us title “'Thz Ol
Religion .

One of the important aspects of the
Cralt of the Wise, or the traditicn o
White Wircheraft ss it B commonly
called, & that 1t 5 & Btk tedition
Indzed, it exists all over YWestern Easnpe

.

L]
anud it has been to oa by emirrciy is
Lm'-s pasc io Alnctien, Avwstnlin nhnd
Wes Zesland,

Ir seoms to be part of the vidih

neilopal cheracter to be e3oaavely
modest about that which is our cve. I
anything like the grear open-air wemples
of Srtonehenye and Avebury, for inttince,
existed somewhere in the Tast, or in
Eps Pty they would be objects of vonler
to pilirims fom this country. Ty
wotld be repurded as clear evidence of
the existonce of & frear myestie readiiion
Bt bechu
in var own land, tiizy bave for W loug
been dismissed by Pritons a5 mere telics
of a barbarous past.

The ancient history of Britain was not
as barbarous as all that. The prgan tra-
ditions of our native land are se:n"th;rz
to be proud of, and somethicg which is
well worth investigeiing,

Mo nor ler us dismiss our ancestors
tor casily as simple people, beearee tliey
d:. not have 20th-centary civi‘isiicn
A member of the Sancha, a Buddhist
munk of today, may be a very simpie
man; in that he docs not own & Codillag
or n washing machine or & television szt
In fact, all ke do: owr in this worid is
thrée cotion robes, a razor, a bipc
bowl, a pair of sandzls, and perhin
umbeeils and o Tew atier saall
Yeu his 1d mny be ohiz to prasn g
physical id:as whicl afe guite terand
the compreliension of the owpsrs of
Cadillacs -and washln; machines.

And so it was with the pricsts and
priestesses of the Old Relitlon which hiss
come down to us from gacient dimes as
Wiicherait. It is something which is at
once simple and profound.

“It is a maxim in magic that all the
gods are one God, and all the goddesses
are one Goddess, and there is oone

s bhes and ehilor oot

= i

Initiator,”  With this saving of Dion
Fortune’s in mind, we will consider
(cantinuod evarisaf)
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#pontagram’ Dinner (continued )
briefly what has come down to us of the

~-aditional belicfs of the witch religion.

Most people here tonight will know
that our culi-groups are called covens;
but it is a popular misconception that a
coven must consist of thirtcen people.
It can be of any number up to thirteen;
but when the ideal number of thiriesn
is reached, those over that number branch
off and form a new coven.

The number thirieen is connected with
the Moon Goddess, becavse thore are
thirteen lunar months in the year. The
Moon Goddess is the personification of
Nature as the Great Mother; and as
such, she is the most ancieni of pod-
desses; and her worship gocs back to the
buginnings of man’s life on carth. The
oldest religious objecis cver found
statueties of the Miother Godds
think people hove n deep need 30 rec -
nise and worship the leminine side «
Deity, which ortiodox religion aas failed
to sausfy,

The four Greater Sabbats of the witch
faith also go back beyond recorded his-
tory. One of them, Hallowe'en, will
soon be with us. It is the time when we
remember in particular those who have
passed before us through the Gutes of
the Bevond; and we greet them. not in

Faar or ir mourning. buc in friendslip.

This iz the origin of the triditions of
Hallowe'en: and each quarter we oele-
bratc one of the Greater Subbats, the
other three of which are Candlemas,
May Eve and Lammas. Candlemas is the
time of the first signs of spring; May
Eve is the beginning of sumrier; and
Lammas is the time of harvest.

The needs of today

What witches seck for in celebrating
these seasonal rituals is a sense of one-
ness with Nature, and the exhilarar’on
which comes from contact with the © 2
Universal Life. People today need i
because they are conscipus of the too-
dency of medern life to cur them i
from their kinship with the world of
living naturc; until their own indi-
vidvality is smooined and processec
away, and they begin to feel us if they
are just another cog in a huge, senscless
mac 'tine.

It is the reaction against this focling
which is attracting people's interest in
Witcheraft today, They want ta get
back to Mature, and be hmman beings
again, as she intended them w be.

Witches do not go about trying to con-
vert people; but we keep the lamp of the
Oid Religion burning, for those who
wish to sce by its light.

Most people here will know, too, that
witches worship the ancient pagan deiy
we call the Horned God; and that for
this rcason they were accused of wor-
shipping the devil. This would be rather

difficult—for the witches I know, at any
rate—because 1 have yet 1o find one of
them who believes in the devil, in that
scrse,

The Horned God of the witches is
perhaps most easily conceived to us 08
bong ratber dike Pan, who was indeed
the goatfoor pad of the witches of
Thesealv. We hove had some leamned
gentlemen recently wliing us that VVitch-
craft is @ post-Chirisiiun invention of ihe
Middle Ages. 1 don't know how these
good folk account for the exisrence of
the witch-cult of Thessaly, in Ancient
Cireece, lonp beiors Clhinstianity was ever
heard of ; but 1 have no doubt they could
account to their own satisfaction for
almost anything, if they talked long
enpugh!

However, 1 think we should recognize
that Witcheraft a3 we have it wilsy 1
tle synthesis of the tradidens of many
centuries, And it is stili o
evilying troadition, and capoiic
further evolution o3 the human race iself
cvolves.

Cur orship of the Homed Geod and
of the Moon Goddess may well be en a
more spiritual level today than it was
in centuries past. In the pasi, the cult
needed o work fer material Tertilicy,
because without it the people faced star-
vation. Today, we can take a brouder
conceprion oi the witch cult as a cult
of fertility,. We con work fo- fertilivy
of the mind, and fertility of tin caul

living A

Fertility of the ecrth

And is this not what people today
desperarely need, with the forces of de-
naturing materialism on the one hand,
and of an orthodox religion which cun
no longer satisiy them on the other?

At the same time, when we recollect
the hungry millions of the world, I think
we should also sometimes invoke the
Ancient Powers with one of the most
ancien: of all prayers, for the fertility of
the earth, that there should be less peeple
hungry in the world  This is regularly
done at Witchoralt meci -8 in Sustex;
where 1 come from, and 1 hopz that
peciaps other covens may feel inclined
to do this also.

Fortility is on:  another way o ex-
pressing the forces ol e iwell; ana e
iden thar the spirit of Life is divine is
searething that 13 common to all religions,

Witches arc humble enough to rccog-
nise that Divinity, the source of all life,
is necessarily bevond human comprelicn-
sion. Contact with Divinity is what the
mystic experiences; but when we start
trying to define and dogmatise, we merely
reveal our human limitations.

So we recognise that we, being human
and limited, need images in order to
bring Divinity ncarer to our perception.
The Horned God and the Moon Goddess
arc magical images, in this scase; and
they are probably the cldest in the world,

the most anciently cstablished in the
Collective Unconscious of humoniry, the
great Treasurc House cf lmages. The
Horned Gud rtepresents the masculing
aspect of Divinity, and the Moon Gorl-
dess the feminine aspect.

True Relicion and trug Magic are not
opposed (o each othur, but compie-
mentary. Both depend vpon the contact
and inter-penctration of the waterial
world and the Unscen,

Cone of power

There is still a great deal 10 leara
about the actual techmiques uted by
witches, in the psychic and magical siaz
of the cult, For instance, witches have for
many years been speaking of * Fhie Lone
of Fower ™. It bas only heen In recint
oy that this aurip erionation lias beon
studted and demonstated, by My T, L

Lethbrid== fa his bookt * Ghost and
IHI- el T4 .I. and he Lics hewn L 1{¥]
be ex w et the witches suid ‘i was
—an invieible but dentonsirable dhae af

force surrousding living beings ann evan
inaniraate objects,

The practice of scrying, or crysial-
gnzing, as it is often cziied, is u very
ineresting  branch of  wich  mage
Actully, all sorts of dilferem thirss
were apdoare veed by witchoes a8 raoynp
instruments, rnd maay of thiem can be
thie twva Wilch, raft Mussorns,
ar rown, Tele of Dian, 2od Bourion-
on--ae-Water in Gloucestershire, This
means of obraining visiuns brings us uuo
the mysterious realm of precognition, or
foresecing events before they happen. 1
have experienced this myself in a wirches'
circle, so 1 know that it can take place:
and 1 hope others will experiment.

Psychic healing is something eise that
witches have traditionally pracrised; and

robably the people of clden times knew
Far more about it than we do today, It
is often referred to as *“faith healing "3
but 1 don't believe rhat belonging o 8
particular religious faith has aiething w
do withit. T have Lewrd of healing bring
performed successiully by Adrian witch-
doctors, Dritish witches, and Kahunos of
the South Sea Isluncds, as well as people
of more orthodox reiijfions,

The ld white witch practice of charm-
ire warts is ycally 2 1 of peychic
¢ wings and even docte: ave to acmnt
that it works, though they don't know
how.

Marmaret Murray drew the distinction
between  what  she  called Operarive
Wiichuralt, the use of charms and spells,
the practice of magic; and Ritual Wiich-
craft, which is the relizious beliefs and
rituals of the Old Religion. While not
gerecing myscll with all of Margaret
Murray's conclusions, I think we should
pay tribute to her for her great coatribu-
tion 1o the serious study of Witcheraft
as the remains of pagan religion, She

e ik =



wge an oripinal thinker and rescarcher,
~+i b is more than can be said for most

er eritics. ) ,

{ think we should pay tribute tonight
alsa 10 the late Dr. Gerald Gardner. for
the great contribution he made to the
renewal of interest in the survival of the
ob Crafe of the Wise. I do not by any
means agree with all that Gerald Gardner
«id or did; but I recognise his great
qualities of heart and mind, as did all
who knew him. He was a personality
and a character, and we shall remember
him with affection.

The name of Gerald Gardner is so
much associated with Witcheraft in the
present day, that he has even been paid
e back-handed compliment of hivmp
e allegaiion made that he invented 1!
1 think 1 nced onty say in this connection

that if pacrle will believe thar, they will
believe anyiliny
Pentogront Is now contacting surviving

wraditions from covens wiion mave. pever
been in any way connected with Gernid
Gardner. JIn fact, it is becoming in-
creasingly clear that the old Craft has
survived in fragments all over the Rritish
Isles. Natrally, these different grovns,
which have lost touch with each other
over the centuries of persecution, have to
2 certain cxtent prown spart.  Each has
ovr version of the raditdon, in irs
oWTL Worda; and eoch has s oo Tdess
of practice and ritual. It is proving a
tremendously. exciting project, 1w com-
pare these different fragments of tradi-
tion, and see whercin they complement
each other, and wherein they differ.

1 feel that the proposed Witcheraft
Research Association could do something
really impertant and worth while in this
work, fuor the future of occultism in
Britain. What we need now, more than
anything, is for people of spiritual vision
to combine together—not thar all may
think alike, by any means; bur that
peonle of different ideas may be more
tolerant, one of another, than they have
always been in the past

You know, if only people in the occult
world devoted as much tme and cnergy
to positive, eonspruictive wark as they do
to denouncing and denigrating each
other, their spiricual contricution to the
world world be enormous!

I feel that we have a right 1o say this,
because witches have sulfered centuries
of intolerance and denigration. It says
a good deal for the strength of our Inner
}:Ent contacts that we have survived at

I think we have ecarned the right to
proclaim the old teaching of tolerance
and freedom, and mutual respect, which
is contained in the saying called the
Wiccan Rede. “ Wiccan ™ is the Anglo-
Saxon plural of * wicce "; and * Rede "
means counscl or teaching:

Eight words the Wiccan Rede fulfil:
An’ it harm none, do whai ye will.

—a_nlmamla  sacieies mnral endss

and it could make the world a much
happier place.

The best answer to attacks upon
Witcheraft is for all of us, whatever
branch of the Craft we belong to, 10
stand together, to be united in & common
constructive purpose.  We do not all
have the same way of doing things; but
then, covens never did. The old idea
was that each coven was sclf-governing,
within a broad unitv of tradinon. The
leaders of the different covens kepr in
touch, as far as they could, and helped
each other, No one tried 1o seize power,
and cach respected the other's ideas,
when they were sincerely held. This is
the true old Crait rradition.

We have heard a lor about so-called
srlits in the Crafe.  Well, we have cer-
tainly had difforences of opinion, like any
other live bedy of people: and we shail
be remackably lucky if we never have

any more

But 1 hope this gathering tonight will
agree with me, when I say 1har cie things
which unite us are very n -l bigger and
more impurtant than the things which
divide us; and that our brotherhood in
the Craft racans far more to us than any

nal differences, If we can realise
that, and take it into our hegrts, then
there wen't be any splits in the Craft
thut matter a domn!

And if that message can go out from
this meeting tonighr, then may the bless-
ing of the Ancient Ones indeed be with
us, 50 that we may end with the Craft's
traditional  preeting — ** Merry  meet,
merry part”, :

AUTHCR'S QUERY
Miss Justine C. Glass writes 10
Pentagram as follows :

“1 have been asked to write a book
on Witchcraft as it is today by a
well-known publisher. The purpose of
this letter is to ask for the help of those
it the Craft who might Lee to co-
operate in what could he coiled a <icp
towards its * rehabilitation  in the puplic
mind, By help, I mean the giving of
any information possible without viela-
tion of il codes,

“ Wircheraft claims 1o be the old
religion. and that is onc of the aspecs
with which 1 wunt to deal. Today
arthodox religion has liude or nothing 1o
give, which may be a reason for the
aeperal ¢ dis-case® of our times. What
daes Witcheraft offer?  Has it an answer
to human problems—or to some of
them? Can it open the way to fuller
experience and a sense of purpose?
These arc some of the questions which
could be a basis for objective considera-
tion of the place of the Craft in the
world today. There is growing, intelli-
gent interest in  things spiritual—or
perhaps one should say supra-physical—
and an urgent inquiry into their nature.
1_think vou wiil agree that as rcgards
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Witcherafi it is time that this inguiry
was answered in 2 constructive  way,
without either superstitious nonscnse of
on a basis of equally ignerant dishelick,
“1 know ns much abour the back-
ground of Witchicralt as one can discover
from the wsual sources—such as Dr.
Margaret Murray”s books. I have studied
exirg-sensury perception for some vears.
and wrinten about it in the eolumn which
1 had on the Daily Sketel (where I re-
viewed some of Professor J. P. Rhine's
books), and in Prediction, and T 2m a
member of the Huna Research Associa-
tion. But what [ want 1o do 15 0 pre-
sent an acceptable piciure of the living
wadition of Witcheraft, which 1 cannor
do without the co-operation of members
of the Crafr. 1 need nocsay that would
be deeply prateful for such co-uperasicn
and 1hat no names or clue as too the
sonroe of infopmaion wodld b .
Whiee nossible T wonbd ke o pemnee
personal meeting. - Lauiers shiuld be ad-
dressed 0 me ofo Pausgram

—JusTing C. GLASS.

BCOK REVIZWY
THE WORLD OF THE WITCHES :

Julio Care Barsja (Weidenfeld &
Wicalson, 36s.).

This latest addition v e publishers’
» Mature of Hunan Society Seiies ' con-
tinues their aim to produce impodant
original works of social Amhropalogy,
Sociology and Secial Thovght and 10
present the ideas of conteniporary social
scientists to the non-specialist public.

The author, a member of the Spanish
Academy of History, deals paly with
the Basque country but also ranges over
other parts of Europe in his scholasly
survey. The social, psychologicud and
political aspecis of Witchcraft are
covered in a new and thoroughly fascina-
ting manner which will ensure a lasting
demand for this important book.

An inreductory chaprer enmtled * A
primary conception of the natere of the
world and of evistence " adeouarely sots
the staze for the generst reader wah a

uscful ten pag: describing carly atritudes
to sky, sun, moon and eartii; the moon
and its sphure of influence; muzical

thoughr; the conception of man and the
world.

Many reporis of Continental witch-
trizls are included. and considerstion is
given to subjecis such as the Devil's part,
possession, Witchcraft in art and litera-
ture, modern views and interpretations.
Eighteen illustrations on art paper are
included.

Your local bookshop should be able to
obrain the book for you or, as a service
to readers, it can be ordered through
Pentagram (which will arrange for copies
to be sent direct from the publishers)
at 37s. post paid.




THE CRAFT TODAY

Robart Cochrane, decendant of an hereditary Witch family,

suggests that radical rethinking is necessary for the croft
to assume its rightful place in modern society

Witcheraft, according to those who are
modern witches, is the Crait of the Wise.
A simple pagan belief, full of old wadi-
tions which are appealing, simple virues,
and-~if we are 1o believe their detractors
—epmme ansient vices.  According 1o
fyther information it is 2 traditional
-eligion based upor an e cedingly sim-
plified concept of ti Works ol Nature.
It is by infcrence rom their rituils o

feported, fn avemyl 10 hrilte Narure by
various acions ano : :fs into @ nEies
able state, 50 thar Deatuse wall funciBn

according to the needs of the coven, a1¢
what the coven believes 10 be peud Inr
sociery in gencral, rather than MNature
carrying on in her own swect way. It
we are to believe various interviews car-
ricd out by telavision and newspapers,
this has an effect not upon Nature but
upon the wiich, since there is a report
£ g wirtch who cluimed that she belizved

eur would pot rice apain if she did
wot undertaie Ber pivdais,

The intercsting facet 1o be rawed from
such blazes of puslicity is that it would
appear the Crait has rapidly become an
escape hatch for all those who wish 10
return to a4 more simple form of life and
escape from the ever-increasing burden
of contemporary seciety. In many cases
the Craft has become 4 funkhole, in
which those who have not been successiul
in solving various personal problems
hide, whilc the storm of 1c;h119!n-_.1y,
H-bombs, and all the other goodies of
civilisation pass by harmlessly overhead.

Modern Witcheraft could be described
as an attempt by twentieth-century man
10 deny the responsibiluies o ue
twenticth century. It 15 a securc and
naive helicf thar Natre is always good
and kind. It is also 3 beliuf, ar so 1
would zppear, that if you personally cin
go backwards in the evolution of thoug..
thep perhaps the rest of 1he W orld tmight
follow suit. Good enoush, the Craft is
all things to all men, if it &5 2 simnple
pantheistic belief 10 those who think
so, 50 it has become, since the Mysterics
were evolved for all men, and Man was
wolved for the Mysterics. Which of

acuaitylndlmtnukwlmﬁm
Mysterics are.

All mystical thought is based upon one
major premise : the realisation of truth
as opposed to illusion. The student of
the Mysteries is essentially a scarcher
after truth, or as the ancicnt traditions
described it, “ Wisdom ", Magic is only

a by-product of the search for truth, and
holds an inferior position to truth.
Mapic, that is the development of total
will, is a product of the Soul in its scarch
for ultimate knowledge. It is an after-
thousht upen a much larger issue, the
ability to use a force that bas been per-
ceived while seorcling for 4 more im-
postant aim within the self.  Wo genuine
esoteric mruth can be writien dewn or put
within  an intelloctoal  framework  of

thusehe,  The tevths involved are o be
participaiea ol 1 M ensoan ul.
e soul, Lruth et s demve s pot

subject to enpirical thought and is only
apparent to the cye of the beholder, and
to those who have followed a similar path
of perception,  Throughout the history of
humanity there have been myths, schools
of wisdom and tcachers «ho have shown
a wov to atwain a working knowledue of
esoteric thourht and nhilosophy by using

teacn the roiches to cosmic fruth
The secre.y of these Masters has nothiog
16 do with proteciing the Mysteries, since
all that can be said about the Mysteries
hus aireadv been written into folkiore,
myth and legend. What is not forth-
coming is the exiilanation, 1t was recog-
nised that these legends, rituals and
myths were the roads through many
layers of consciousness to the area of the
mind where the soul can exist in its
totality. These and their surrounding
disciplines and teachings became what the
West describes as the Mysteries. The
Mysteries are, in essence, means by which
man may perceive his own inherent
divinity,

Pruring the persecution the adherents
of tne Mystery system weat und-zoound

and jeincs s with the riginal
beliefs of the oo and so b ¢ purt
of maditional Witcheraft Lanturies

passed and the mwaning bemnd much
rtual was forgotten, .1 relegs to a
supersiitions ohservande o cinental
Mature, Much of the old ritual that has
survived became osvified and repeated by
rote, rather than by understanding. Con-
sequently it has become static and remote

PENTAGRAM
All enquiries should be addressed to
BM/ELEUSIS LONDON WCI

from its original purpose, which was to
enlighten the follower spiritually. In
what generally passes as  Wichorah
today there is as much illusion and un-
resolved desire as there is in the outside
world. In the closed circles of some
covens there is greater bigowry and dopna
than there is in many sections of ihe
moribund Christian  church.  Many
witchcs appear to have turned their backs
upon the reality of the outside world and
have been content to follow, parrot-
fashion, rituals and beliefs that they
know have little or no relationship with
tke twentieth century and s neods,
There has been no cause for a fertility
religion in Europe since the advent of 1he
eoultershare  plough in the thirteenth
ceniury, the discovery of haymaking,
eelective breeding of animals, eie. 1o
claim, as some witches do, that there is
a greater need in the werld for dertbuy

of mind than before t5 under
general  focw, since Western [azrnoe
moc Iviand socizliv s nderaoed

sl s
withuue the Old Cinfo and i gtrsidhng
superstitions than it ever did with them.

The value of the Oid Craft today is
that in it lie the seeds of the Old Mystoey
tradition. Through this (1.2 witch may
perceive the beginrings of that uitimae
in wisdom. knowledre of themselves and
of their motives. The genuine Mysterics
are open 10 all, because anyone having
exoerience enough can undersiand Thir
bosic Message.  To Jdose the hwnaa
minc in order to protect it from outside
circumstances that are hostile, is no. a
way to discover that within oneself which
is wost profound, but & return W0 a
clavstrophobic mother who will even-
ally smother the child. If, as is
claimed, the Gods are kind and "They
are all things, then why does the twen-
tieth century witch run so rapidiy away
from them in the practice of the " age
old Craft"? In fossilised superstitious
tradition there are profound scorees
hidden, secrets folded within the most
mediocre belief and action.  These great
secrets, secrets of rhe soul and of destiny,
are onle appazent In the open light, not
in the illusionary world of Ye Ollde
English Wiccen. If the witches arc to
survivie then the rch ust ‘gndergo
ome  violamt  and sal changes.
Chanees that will open the ritual Joo

amination, so that the spiriiunl content
aay be clearly scen. Changes that it
kick over many sacred cows 1o sce
whether these old cows still give milk,

The inherent philosophy of the Craft
was always fluid, and HAuid it must
become again before it gasps its last
breath under a heap of musty nonsense,
half - baked theology and philosophy.
Witches cannot retreat from the world
any longer, there is no room for us in
this society unless we have something
valid 1o offer it, and participate in its
social evolution.




