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Introduction
=

ou are about to embark on a journey. With
this book and Ciro Marchetti’s beautiful images as guides,
youw’ll discover the amazing world of tarot as well as learn
about yourself, your life, and your choices.

The artwork of the Gilded Tarot will draw you in and
invite you to explore the messages hidden there. It’s easy to
get lost in such marvelous detail, such enchanting vignettes.
This book, although lacking in the poetry of the art, may
prove a useful companion, presenting practical and clear
information and instructions to help you get the most out
of your tarot experience.

First, you’ll read about the tarot deck itself: its structure
and basic meanings. Instructions for divination start from
the beginning: how to ask a good question. You’ll also
learn about picking a significator and interpreting reversed
cards. Finally, you’ll see how to interpret a spread and add
your own special ritual touches, if you want.

To help you develop a personal relationship with the

cards and add your own layers of meaning to the standard

Vil



interpretations, exercises are provided throughout the
book. This is an option if you want to expand your tarot
studies. If you want, though, you can read the cards using
the interpretations provided.

After an overview of tarot basics, you’ll learn meanings
for all the cards, starting with the Major Arcana, followed
by the Minor Arcana and, lastly, the court cards. The last

chapter will give you a few spreads to try for yourself.
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Artist's Notes
S

%e always been intrigued by the visual sym-
bolism of astrology and tarot, and the theme has often
appeared in my previous works. So when I received an
enquiry from Llewellyn proposing the idea of creating my
own tarot deck, it seemed such an appropriate project and
was one in which I was immediately interested.

However, after the initial enthusiasm, it soon became ap-
parent just how much work this would represent—not only
in the sheer volume of creating seventy-eight illustrations,
but in attempting to make those illustrations acceptable to
the majority of the tarot community. The merit of any cre-
ative endeavor is subjective in the eye of the beholder, but—
in this case—added to the mix is the extremely personal rela-
tionship between the cards and their readers.

While I owned a few decks, which I’d collected for their
artistic merit years earlier, my knowledge of the subject was
limited and I would obviously have to address that, but I
also decided to take advantage of my lack of familiarity. As

I started to read more on the subject and review numerous



decks to assess their various illustrative styles, I deliberately
avoided viewing more than a few cards of each deck. I
wanted to be free to visualize my own personal interpreta-
tion of the message behind each card unbiased, with a min-
imum of preconceptions and influence from seeing the
work of others.

Another early decision was to keep the approach rea-
sonably traditional; I was amazed at the number of novelty
decks available, and was quite sure I didn’t want to add to
them. I joined various forums and passively eavesdropped
numerous topics, gradually getting a better feel for the
tarot community, and came to the conclusion that there
were two principal driving forces. The first was the obvious
one of the deck as an instrument for reading. Did it speak
to its owner? The second was the common and popular ac-
quiring of decks as collections. In response to both, I set
myself the following goals: the deck would be based on and
pay homage to the Rider-Waite. Most users would there-
fore be immediately familiar and comfortable with it. I.
would make it visually attractive, both to enrich the actual
reading experience and also appeal to collectors. I would
incorporate a number of personal touches to ensure the
deck’s character was unique and not merely another Rider-

Waite clone.
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A common theme in my work is the inclusion of me-
chanical devices, and this is continued on various cards in
the Major Arcana of the Gilded Tarot. These machines,
which straddle the opposing worlds of science and magic,
somewhat basic in their construction and clockwork move-
ments of gears and cogs, are of an earlier time . . . while not
of the world of microprocessors and chips, they are never-

theless capable of wonders beyond today’s technology.
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While the tarot reveals the querent’s journey, I bring at-
tention to the stage of Mother Earth on which this story is
being told. Detailed visual emphasis from trees, blades of
grass, and stones, to the inclusion of a number of animals,
birds, and other living creatures, reconfirm this sharing of
the Earth.

In some cards their inclusion adds to the story, but in
which way is up to the reader. In the Ten of Swords, the
poignancy of the scene is enhanced by the approaching
deer; is it conscious of what it’s witnessing, and is it simple
animal curiosity or a reverential acknowledgment?

The owl in the Nine of Swords not only reinforces that
the scene is at night, but its forward-staring glare—which
of all birds, only the owl is capable of—is slightly disturb-
ing. What is it doing there, how long has it been there, did
its arrival awaken the girl, or was it part of her dream that

awoke her?
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The deer in the Two of Wands are not just present and
aware of the man’s approach, but it seems they are atten-
tive and curiously waiting on the decision that is to be
made, both by the man in the card . . . and, perhaps, by us
as readers.

In the Six of Swords, the woman proceeds along her
silent (secret?) journey; she looks forward with intent and
purpose. Is she simply traveling to or escaping from some-
thing? Is she even aware of the toad? It most assuredly is
aware of her.

In the Nine of Cups, we are greeted by the epitome of the
jovial, welcoming innkeeper. Here there are good spirits in
more ways than one. The barrels reconfirm abundance; even
the mice playfully peering to see the cups’ contents seem to
reinforce the card’s message of warmth and contentment.

In the Ten of Cups, we (or in this case me, the absent
male figure) return home from our journey or day’s work.
An ideal home and family scene awaits us: mother, daugh-
ter, and a playful cat sharing a leisurely pastime. This is a
scene of harmony and well-being free of conflict or strife.

The Eight of Pentacles shows the lonely apprentice at his
duties, which again have extended into the night. But at
least he shares the company of an unlikely friend.

Just as the silent, sometimes unnoticed animals bring an
additional layer of meaning to these images, so will you,
the reader, add perspectives and insights. Enjoy the journey

as much as I have enjoyed creating the Gilded Tarot.
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THE
Basics

=

ou’re probably anxious to get to know
your new deck. In this section you’ll find a brief intro-
duction to the structure of the deck. This will help you
understand the meanings of the cards in general terms.
The later sections will help you provide more in-depth
interpretation. Think of this as the outline for the card

meanings. The details and nuances will come in time.

The Cards

Remember that the tarot is very personal and that the
cards are packed with many meanings. Use this text as
a guidebook, but let your own intuition be the final
word. If something here does not make sense, discard
it. Divination is not a hard science. Use the exercises
provided to help flesh out the meanings that you’ll use
for your own readings. A journal or notebook will be
especially handy in keeping all your notes and observa-
tions in order. Throughout this book, there will be ex-
ercises to help you solidify your understanding of the

cards.



Seventy-eight cards may seem like a lot to learn.
Dividing the deck into sections makes it easier. The
first main division is in two parts: the Major Arcana
(twenty-two cards) and the Minor Arcana (fifty-six
cards). Arcana means “secrets”—so the Major Arcana
are the “big secrets.” In practical terms, these are the
cards that represent important milestones, major
changes, events beyond our control, and spiritual
growth. The Minor Arcana, “lesser secrets,” generally
depict events, situations, or people related to everyday
life. An important characteristic of the Minor Arcana
is personal control—that is, they represent aspects of

your life over which you have the control.

The Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana are usually very simple to under-
stand because most people are familiar with the struc-
ture already. Think of a pack of playing cards: four
suits (clubs, hearts, spades, and diamonds), with each
suit having ten pip cards numbered ace through ten
and three court cards (King, Queen, Jack). The Minor
Arcana is just like that, with the addition of one court
card for each suit. The court cards of the tarot reflect
their medieval roots: King, Queen, Knight, and Page.
The suits have different names and symbols but still re-
late directly to the suits of playing cards [alternative

names are in brackets]:
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WANDS [Rods, Batons, or Staves] = Clubs

CUPS [Chalices] = Hearts

SWORDS = Spades

PENTACLES [Coins, Disks, or Stones] = Diamonds

In addition to relating to playing-card deck suits,
the tarot suits are associated with the four elements.
This helps define the suit’s relation to our daily lives.
The illustration below shows the four suits, and the list
below it reveals each suit’s elemental association and

the aspects of life it represents.

WANDS (left). Fire or Air. Career, projects, inspiration.
CUPS (top). Water. Emotions, relationships, creativity.

SWORDS (right). Air or Fire. Challenges, intellect,
ways of thinking.

PENTACLES (bottom). Earth. Physical world,

money, resources.

The Basics
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SEVEN OF PENTACLES, TOP, AND THREE OF CUPS
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Each Minor Arcana suit is associated with an area
of life. All the cards are numbered as well; each of

these numbers has meanings.
ACES: New beginnings, opportunity.
TWOS: Balance, duality, a crossroads or choice.

THREES: The full expression of the suit,

achievement.
FOURS: Structure, stability, stagnation.

FIVES: Instability, conflict, loss, opportunity

for change.

SIXES: Communication, problem-solving,
cooperation.

SEVENS: Reflection, assessment, motives.
EIGHTS: Movement, action, change, power.
NINES: Fruition, attainment.

TENS: Completion, end of a cycle.

Using this information, you can already get a sense
for a card’s meaning. For example, the Seven of Penta-
cles could represent an assessment of resources or
property. This card shows a woman looking at the fruit
on a tree. She might be contemplating the work in-
vested and comparing it to the harvest gained by that
investment. The Three of Cups could indicate the
achievement of relationships. This image shows three

woman celebrating the joy of their friendship.

The Basics
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While the numbered cards show different situations
of everyday life, the court cards bring personality to
these situations. They can represent other people or the
querent (the person asking the question). Because real
people are complex, the court cards usually represent
just a facet of a person—the part of the person engaged

in the particular situation being inquired about.

PAGES: Novices, eager and enthusiastic but some-
times shallow; can indicate a message that the

querent will receive.

KNIGHTS: Extremists, very focused (like a knight
on a quest); can be unbalanced or fanatical; may
represent a fast-moving situation.

QUEENS: Mature and reflective; one who nurtures

others; can be prone to obsession.

KINGS: Mature and expressive; one who organizes
and controls external matters, sometimes at the

expense of internal or personal matters.

The Basics
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Exercise 1

QL; your Minor Arcana cards in numer-
ical order. Look at each one and connect the image on
the card to the associations of the suit and the number
as described above. Write your observations in a note-
book. Note whether the connections were obvious or
subtle. Also note whatever details grab your attention.
Write down why a particular image intrigued you and

how it affects the meaning of the card for you.

Exercise 2

2}7 out your court cards. Think about
the personality represented on each card. Match that
card with someone in your life, noting the particular
behaviors, characteristics, or habits that caused the

connection in your mind.

The Basics
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The Major Arcana

The Major Arcana are made up of twenty-two cards,
numbered zero through twenty-one. Just as the minor
suits have an elemental association, so does the Major
Arcana; it is connected with the element of Spirit. In
addition to being numbered, the Majors are also

named as follows:
0 The Fool
I The Magician
II The High Priestess
III The Empress
IV The Emperor
V The Hierophant
VI The Lovers
VII The Chariot
VIII Strength
IX The Hermit
X Wheel of Fortune
XTI Justice
XII The Hanging Man
X Death
X1V Temperance
XV The Devil

The Basics
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XVI The Tower
XVII The Star
XVIII The Moon
XIX The Sun
XX Judgement
XXI The World

The names give some indication of the meaning. For
example, the Hermit means taking time to retreat from
the world and look inward. The Star brings hope and
guidance, a light to follow through otherwise dark

times.

Exercise 3

Q?ist the meanings or associations that
come to mind simply based on the name of each Major

Arcana card.

The Basics
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The Fool’s Journey

Just as dividing the Minor Arcana into suits and learn-
ing about the suit and numerological associations pro-
vide a brief overview and introduction to these cards’
meanings, learning the Fool’s journey helps introduce
us to the Major Arcana. The twenty-two Major Ar-
cana cards depict a journey through life, a journey of
self-development and spiritual growth. We all start as
the Fool, the first card of the Major Arcana, though all
our journeys are different.

To visualize the Fool’s journey, lay out the cards,
placing the Fool alone at the top. Then lay out the rest
of the cards, in numerical order, underneath the Fool in
three rows of seven (1-7, 8-14, and 15-21).

1. The first row shows the steps we go through in our
basic development from birth to young adult and in

learning how to live in society.

2. The second row illustrates the universal laws or
rules of society that we must confront, question,
and come to terms with; it also is about discovering

who we are.

3. The final row is our spiritual development.

THE FOOL: The Fool marks the beginning of the
journey as an archetypal child, unformed and un-

learned, innocent and eager.

The Basics
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THE MAGICIAN: The Magician represents the male
principal or animus. This is our active or outgoing
energy, our skills and abilities in terms of the outer
world. In basic terms, it is how we do things and

how we learn.

THE HIGH PRIESTESS: The High Priestess embod-
ies the female principal or anima. This is our passive
. or introspective energy, our skills as they relate to
our inner world and self-reflection. In short, this is
how we think or feel about things and what we

know intuitively.

THE EMPRESS: The Empress represents the Mother
archetype and our experience with mothering, nur-

turing, emotions, and our creative impulse.

THE EMPEROR: The Emperor represents the Father
archetype and our experience with authority, rea-

son, and logic.

THE HIEROPHANT: The Hierophant is our formal
education within our society, including school, reli-

gious training, and cultural traditions.

THE LOVERS: In a word, adolescence—our experi-

ence of hormones, sex, and our sense of self.

THE CHARIOT: The Chariot illustrates the ability to
see both sides of an issue; it marks the ending of the

“but that’s not fair!” stage.

The Basics
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Once we have synthesized these archetypes into our
sense of self, we are usually pretty well prepared to
participate in society. Sometimes we incorporate some
of these elements better than others. For example, if
someone “has issues with her mother,” she may not

have dealt very effectively with the Empress.

STRENGTH: Strength is where we learn to control
our instincts and impulses, where we master our-
selves and develop self-control. We may want to
party all night, eat the entire buffet, or shop until
our credit card reaches its limit, but we realize that
it is probably best if we do not indulge all these

desires.

THE HERMIT: This is us feeling the need to “find
ourselves.” We turn inward, questioning all we’ve

learned, and try to find a sense of inner peace.

WHEEL OF FORTUNE: Just when we feel centered
and balanced, our resolve is tested by a spin of fate.
Something happens beyond our control or our abil-

ity to foresee.

JUSTICE: In the aftermath of the spin of fate, we find
out how we fared, and realize that we reap what we
sow. If we were well prepared, we come out perhaps
shaken but okay. If not, we may need to revisit the

Hermit phase of the journey—or move onto . . .

The Basics
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THE HANGING MAN: The Hanging Man shows us
the strength and power of letting go and enjoying
the view from a different perspective. This card also
shows us the importance of sacrifice. Some things
are worth sacrificing for and maybe we really can’t

have it all—at least not the way we planned.

DEATH: Just when we get comfortable hanging on by
a thread, we are faced with a major change in our
lives. This can be any major change, positive or neg-
ative: an unexpected promotion, the ending of a re-

lationship, moving to a new place.

TEMPERANCE: After coming through a transforma-
tional experience, we learn graceful balance and tol-
erance. We learn to adapt to changes in circumstance

while maintaining our center, our sense of self.

We have come through a very difficult phase of our de-
velopment. We have faced Death in some guise. We’ve
learned to maintain ourselves, to adapt to circum-
stances, to not rail against the seeming unfairness of the

universe. What more could we possibly have to do?

THE DEVIL: Balanced, strong, and confident, now we
are asked to confront our shadow selves, the dark as-
pects of ourselves that we fear and that may control
us in subtle ways. These may be aspects that we
learned to control or repress in the Strength card.

This worked well for a while, before we had the

The Basics

*
13



knowledge and experience not just to ignore and re-
press these aspects. Now we need to revisit them,
learn to appreciate the positive qualities they can

bring to our lives, and synthesize them appropriately.

THE TOWER: Although we feel we’ve got ourselves
under reasonable control by now, the universe re-
minds us that we are not in control of everything.
The Tower gives us a bolt from the blue that shakes
our very foundation. This may differ from the
Wheel or Death in that rather than disrupting the
external circumstances of our lives, the Tower

shakes the foundations of our belief systems.

THE STAR: The Star provides us guidance, hope, and
optimism after cataclysmic events, giving us the
strength we need to rebuild our crumbled founda-

tions.

THE MOON: While the Star guides us on our way,
the Moon teaches us to question everything and to
realize that things are not always what they seem.
By the light of the Moon, we can lose our way or be
distracted by enticing shadows. We can also have in-

spiring dreams. We must learn to tell the difference.

THE SUN: After wandering in the Moon, we emerge
into the Sun with increased strength and self-aware-
ness, with the certainty that we know ourselves,

what we believe in, and what is real.

The Basics
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JUDGEMENT: The Judgement card calls us to a
deeper spiritual realization. Often it is a call to ac-
tion, to share your knowledge or experience with

others.

THE WORLD: This is the end of the cycle; we have
learned all of our lessons and have achieved integra-

tion, balance, and spiritual awareness.

Exercise 4

ogok at each Major Arcana card. Write
down a situation or experience from your own life that

reminds you of each step of the Fool’s journey.

The Basics
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Care and Storage

There are many myths and old wives’ tales about tarot
cards. You may have heard some of them: you cannot
buy your own cards, they must be given to you; you
must wrap them in silk and keep them in an oak box;
you must not let anyone else touch your cards. Most
people don’t put much stock in these dictates. Your re-
lationship with your cards is personal and should be
determined by your beliefs and what works for you.

There are two schools of thought regarding letting
other people touch your cards. Some people prefer to
have no one else touch their cards because they do not
want anyone else’s energy to influence the cards. Other
people believe that the querent must touch the cards, usu-
ally by shuffling, in order to get an accurate reading.
Sometimes after someone else has handled the cards, peo-
ple will put the cards back in order as a way of cleansing
the deck and getting it ready for the next reading.

Some people cleanse their decks regularly, especially
if they have done a number of readings, or sporadi-
cally, perhaps after they’ve done a reading that dealt
with a deeply troubling issue. Cleansing can be done,
as mentioned above, by putting the cards in order. Or
you can pass the cards through the smoke of burning
sage, store the deck with a stone or crystal with cleans-
ing properties (such a rose quartz), or let the cards sit
in the light of a full moon (inside on a window ledge,

not outside!).

The Basics

*
16



In addition to cleansing, some people believe that
silk cloth and oak have protective qualities and that’s
why they store their cards in these materials. Other
people store their cards with gems, crystals, or herbs
that impart qualities they seek as a reader, such as heal-
ing, clarity of vision, wisdom, etc. At the very least,
you’ll want to keep your cards in a box or pouch to
make sure all the cards stay together and none are lost.
Some people decorate the box or pouch with symbols
or runes that represent wisdom, discernment, the abil-
ity to communicate, etc.

Care and storage of your cards is a combination of
personal beliefs and practicality. Try different methods
until you find the ones that are most comfortable and

effective for you.

Divination
Divination, fortunetelling, knowing the future—what
heady and beguiling notions! But unless you believe
that the future is set in stone, that everything is prede-
termined, and that you have no free will, the future
cannot be predicted, right? Well, yes and no. If certain
events are set in motion, then there is a likely outcome.
Think about predicting the weather. The further out a
prediction, the more likely things will happen to
change the forecast. The daily forecast is always more

accurate than the seven-day forecast. Even with the

The Basics
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daily forecast, unforeseen events can change the weather
very quickly.

A tarot reading, or divination, is most effective if
used like a weather forecast. It can tell you what will
probably happen if all things remain as they are and
give you a clear picture of all the elements involved and
how they affect one another. But unlike a weather fore-
cast, the tarot can also help you determine your best
course of action in those events over which you have
control. Because the tarot acts as a bridge between your
subconscious and your conscious, it can help clarify
your thoughts and feelings regarding a situation. The
tarot is also a spiritual tool, serving as a connection be-
tween you and the divine—it can provide guidance in
times of turmoil. In short, it can give you information
about a situation and help you find answers or make

better decisions.

Asking the Question

Searching for answers or information is not always
easy. An Internet search using the wrong keyword gen-
erally ends in frustration. Not asking for specific direc-
tions can get us somewhere other than where we in-
tended to go. We can make things easier for ourselves
by realizing that getting the best, most useful answer

depends largely on asking the best question.

The Basics
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Working with the idea that the future is not predes-
tined, phrasing the question gains more importance
than even the desire to efficiently access information.
Careful construction of the question is the first step in a
useful tarot reading. Sometimes the act of examining
the phrasing will tell you as much about the situation
and yourself as the tarot reading itself. Imagine you are
dating someone named Matt. The answers to the ques-
tions “Will I marry Matt?” or “Should I marry Matt?”
really do not provide any insight. Instead, consider why
you are asking these questions. Do you want to marry
Matt? Why? If you are unsure, what are the issues that
disturb you? Do you think that Matt doesn’t want to
marry you? Why?

Consider why you are even approaching the tarot
about your relationship with Matt. What are your
doubts and concerns? Do you have a clear sense of
your goal in the relationship? If so, do you see road-
blocks? In short, you need to be very clear on what it is
you want to know and why. Once you have reflected
on the situation, you can construct a question to meet
your needs. Let’s say Matt is interested in marriage to
you, but you are not certain you want to and are not
sure why. There is a nagging doubt that you cannot
identify. A possible question could be “What is the
root of my uncertainty about marriage with Matt?”
The answer to that question could perhaps lead to an-

other question. Once the issue is identified, you could

The Basics
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explore possible solutions to or actions in response to
your newfound knowledge.

Let’s change the scenario. In this one, you are cer-
tain that you want to marry Matt. Matt, however, has
his doubts. He cannot or does not choose to discuss
them. What can you do? Many readers consider it un-
ethical to read for or about other people directly with-
out their consent. If Matt consents, then the two of
you could form a question and consult the deck to-
gether. If not, then you must think more about what
you want in the situation as it stands. If Matt is unwill-
ing to commit, do you wish to stay in the relationship?
If you are unsure, you could ask the cards “What are
the pros and cons of staying in this relationship?” Or
you might ask what you can do to facilitate more open
communication between the two of you.

Sometimes you won’t have a specific question. Oc-
casionally people feel a vague sense of disconnection,
of imbalance. Everything may seem okay, but under-
neath the surface there is something missing. Just as
there are times when you may meditate or pray just to
enjoy the sense of peace, to listen to the quiet voice
that sometimes attends your spirit, there are times
when the tarot has something to communicate. During
these times, when analysis fails and yet your intuition
feels like it is hitting you over the head with a baseball
bat, it is best to simply ask the cards “What do I need

to know right now?”
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Exercise 5

%’ce down a question you’d like an-
swered. Don’t analyze the question yet, just write it as
it pops into your mind. Is it worded in a way that em-
powers you or in a way that makes you feel like a vic-
tim of circumstance? Reword the question in different
ways. Try clarifying what you want to happen or ask-
ing for actions you can take to achieve your desired
outcome.

Once you have formed your question, you will need
to select a spread for your reading. While the question
forms the foundation for the answer, the spread forms
the framework or the shape for that answer. Under-
standing the spread’s role in a reading and selecting the
right one are just as important as understanding and

phrasing your question.
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What Is a Tarot Spread?

Most people are familiar with the scenario of shuffling
the cards and laying them out in some sort of pattern
(called a spread or a layout). This ordering of the cards
provides a framework for the wisdom of the tarot to
emerge and for the reader to form an answer. Each posi-
tion represents a different aspect of the question, such as
“the card that comes up in this position represents you”
or “the card that comes up here indicates the possible
outcome.” Here is the first choice: do you use a spread
that is already created, such as the standard Celtic Cross
(one of the most popular spreads), or design your own
spread—or use a combination of the two?

Using an already created spread has advantages, espe-
cially for beginners who may feel they are learning too
much at one time. If that is the case, by all means use a
predesigned spread. Just be aware of the limitations.
There are books of spreads available (for example, How
to Use Tarot Spreads by Sylvia Abraham). At the end of
this book, you’ll also find a collection of spreads that
may be useful to you. You can look through them and
pick one that most closely matches the needs posed by
your question. If you are interested in creating your own
spreads, feel free to experiment on your own, using the
question to direct the shape of the spread or modifying
an existing spread to more accurately reflect your ques-
tion. For further information, consult Designing Your

Own Tarot Spreads by Teresa Michelsen.
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Significators

In some spreads, such as the Celtic Cross, there is a po-
sition for a significator card. This is simply a card that
represents the querent. It is used as a focus point but is
not usually incorporated into the reading, although
there are two instances when it can be beneficial to in-
clude it, which will be discussed later.

Traditionally, a significator is selected through one

of four ways:

+ Simply use the Magician to represent a male querent

or the High Priestess to represent a female querent.

+ Select a court card to represent the querent based on

physical coloring and age, using the lists below.

» Select a court card based on astrological sign and

age, using the lists below.
+ Select a court card based on personality and age,
using the lists below.
Physical Appearance
WANDS: Fair skin with blond hair and blue eyes.

CUPS: Light to medium skin with light-brown
hair and blue or hazel eyes.

SWORDS: Olive skin with dark hair and light eyes.

PENTACLES: Dark skin with dark hair and dark

eyes.
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Astrological Sign
WANDS: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius (fire signs).
CUPS: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces (water signs).
SWORDS: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius (air signs).

PENTACLES: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn (earth signs).

Personality
WANDS: A fiery, passionate, energetic person.
CUPS: An emotional, creative person.
SWORDS: An intellectual, logical person.

PENTACLES: A down-to-earth, practical person.

Age
PAGE: A child or young woman.
KNIGHT: A young man.
QUEEN: A mature woman.

KING: A mature man.

These methods have definite limitations. First and
foremost, it takes that card out of the deck so that it
cannot come up in the reading itself. This is particu-
larly unfortunate in the case of using the Magician or
High Priestess—two very important Major Arcana

cards. Selecting a court card can also be problematic.

The Basics

*
24



In the case of physical description, not all possible
combinations are accounted for. If you use the fourth
method, what person is completely logical or emo-
tional? The court cards usually represent one facet of a
personality, so to pick one to represent a whole person
is an oversimplification. On the other hand, you can
select how the person feels in relation to the question.
For example, if they are normally a very rational per-
son but feel overly emotional in the situation in ques-
tion, you could select a Cup rather than a Sword.

Two other ways of selecting significators have
gained in popularity and can actually be useful in
terms of the reading itself. The first is to let the deck
select the card. That is, shuffle the cards and use the
top card for the significator. In this method, the signifi-
cator can show how the querent feels or the role she or
he plays in the situation. In addition, it can be read as
another facet of the second card in the Celtic Cross,
which also represents the querent. (See page 146 for
the Celtic Cross spread.) '

A second method works well with someone who is
unfamiliar with the cards. Let the querent go through
the whole deck and pick a card that she or he thinks
represents her- or himself. This can provide interesting
insight into how the person sees her- or himself in the
situation and can be read in conjunction with card
eight in the Celtic Cross, which represents how the

querent sees her- or himself.
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Play with the various methods and see what works
for you. You may wish to disregard significators alto-
gether or you may even develop your own method of

selecting them.

Exercise 6

@:k a significator for yourself using
each of the methods described above. Compare the
cards that you came up with in each instance. Which
one seems most accurate? Why? Try selecting significa-
tors for other people you know. See if one method

gives consistently more accurate results.
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Reversals

Just as some readers use significators and some do not,
some people read reversed cards. Reversed cards are
cards that show up in the spread upside down. Some
people believe that the seventy-eight cards of the tarot
already represent a full range of human experience and
reversals just muddy the waters. New students of tarot
often feel intimidated by learning yet another set of
seventy-eight meanings. Others argue that using rever-
sals adds depth, subtlety, and accuracy to a reading,
and that reversals are a way of fine-tuning your inter-
pretations.

Like significators, this is a decision you must make
for yourself. If you choose not to read reversals and
cards appear upside down in your spread, simply turn
them right-side up. Many seasoned tarot readers rec-
ommend that you first become comfortable with the
cards upright before attempting reversed meanings. If
you want to include reversed meanings in your read-
ings, then you need to make another decision: how are
you going to interpret reversals? You’ll want to use a
coherent theory determining the reversed meanings. If
you decide on a specific method, one that simply mod-
ifies the upright meaning, your job is much easier be-
cause you won’t be learning seventy-eight new mean-
ings. Youw’ll simply be modifying the upright meanings

in some way.
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Tarot experts offer many different practices for inter-
preting reversed cards. The most comprehensive work
on this subject is Mary K. Greer’s Complete Book of
Tarot Reversals. If you are at all interested in reversals,
this book is highly recommended. For the moment,
though, let’s examine some simple possibilities to exper-
iment with. The first and most obvious method is to say
that the reversed card means the exact opposite of the
upright meaning. Another method is to say the energy
represented by the upright card is blocked or may be
delayed in some way. A method that many readers find
useful is to say that the reversed card is the same as the
upright card but, by turning up reversed, the card is in-
dicating that special attention should be paid to it. An-
other option is to use the negative, extreme aspect of
each card’s meaning (see page 35).

Try different methods and see which one works for

ou. Once you’ve settled on a practice, stay consistent,
y y p y

Exercise 7

Mect three cards that you feel comfort-
able with. Try interpreting them as reversals in each of
the methods described. Which method felt right to you?
Why?
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Performing a Reading

Once you’ve formed your question, selected your
spread, and made your decisions about significators
and reversals, and have some level of confidence about
how to interpret the cards, you are ready to start doing
readings. You will need to mix the cards by shuffling
any way that is comfortable for you or laying them on
the table and mixing them like you’re making mud pies
or playing in finger paint. Focus on your question as
you mix the cards. When you are ready, put the cards
in a neat pile and either lay the cards out one by one
from the top of the deck or fan them out facedown and
select each card.

Lay out each card in the order indicated by the
spread. You can lay them facedown so that all you see
are the backs of the cards, or faceup so that you see
what all the cards are right away. There are benefits to
both methods. If they are facedown and you flip them
over one at a time, it increases the sense of mystery and
excitement and also allows you to more easily focus on
each card as it is revealed. By laying the cards faceup,
you get an opportunity to see the spread as a whole be-
fore beginning to read each card. This can be helpful in
determining the theme of the answer. For example,
many Major Arcana cards might indicate a very spiri-
tual focus; many Cups could show a very emotional
situation; several aces may indicate a time of begin-

nings. Sometimes symbols or colors can speak to the
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answer as well. If you see a lot of red, it could indicate
a fiery, passionate, or volatile situation.

Once you’ve laid out the cards, begin interpreting
them, keeping in mind what position each card is in, as
that affects the interpretation. Once you’ve finished,
you might want to record your reading in a journal or
notebook. This is highly recommended. By doing this,
you can see if certain cards keep appearing in your
readings. Also, you can go back to your readings and
check your accuracy of interpreting the spread and
your objectivity. Hindsight is always twenty-twenty.
Even if your objectivity isn’t all that you’d hoped for at
the moment, you can develop it. By reviewing your
readings and seeing how what you wanted affected
your interpretation, you’ll be better prepared to guard
against that in the future.

By recording your readings, you will also see how
your skills change and improve. Doing a reading isn’t
difficult, but it does take practice. Not only do you
need to know the card meanings, you need to weave
the cards in the spread together, taking into account

their positions in the spread, to form a coherent story.
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Exercise 8

@ore doing a reading, try this exercise
as a warmup. We’ll use a common three-card spread,
where all three cards are laid out in a horizontal line.
The first card represents the past, the middle card the
present, and the last card the future. In this exercise,
though, we’ll have the positions represent the begin-
ning, the middle, and the end of a story. Shuffle your
cards and lay out three. Make up a story using the
three cards in order. Doing this exercise will help you
flow the cards together into a whole instead of seeing

them as unconnected parts.
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The Finishing Touches

So now you have the tools you need to perform divina-
tions. Maybe the process isn’t as theatrical or mysteri-
ous as you expected. Maybe you wanted a little more
drama. Although little extras certainly aren’t necessary,
they don’t hurt. In fact, they can be helpful. Rituals,
simple or elaborate, help focus the mind and can pro-
vide useful, positive energy. Here are just a few ideas

you might want to experiment with:

+ Create a space for your reading by setting the mood.
Burn candles and/or incense selected to promote
concentration, communication, or union with the
divine. Have physical representations of the suits
nearby as a reminder to seek balance in your read-
ings: a candle or twig for Wands (Fire); a chalice or
glass of water for Cups (Water); a small knife,
feather, or incense for Swords (Air); and a stone or

bit of soil for Pentacles (Earth).

+ Prepare yourself by centering and grounding your-
self. Take a few deep breaths, pray, or meditate be-
fore or while shuffling.
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+ Create a ritual for shuffling your deck. Many read-
ers choose to shuffle seven times, both because
seven is a mystical number and because it random-
izes the deck very well. Some people like to cut the
deck in three piles and then gather them up in ran-

dom order before dealing the cards.

+ At the end of the reading, store your deck for the
next time, cleansing it or storing it with stones, crys-
tals, or herbs, if you choose. If you wrap your deck
in a large enough cloth, you can use the cloth on the
table to lay your cards on. One hint here: don’t se-
lect a busy or overly colorful cloth, as it might com-
pete visually with the images on the cards. The im-

ages on the cards should be your main focus.
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THE

Major Arcana
==

_CZI-; images and meanings in each Tarot
card are complex and sometimes contradictory. They
cover a range of meanings, from extreme to extreme.
For example, a mother can care for and nurture her
children, and we see that as positive. However, if the
mother’s attention is too possessive or obsessive, the
nurturing can turn to smothering or control. For each
card, you’ll read a description and general meaning fol-
lowed by dangerous extremes that are also part of the

card’s meaning.

Exercise 9

(M- you read about each card, look at

the image. Write down what speaks to you and note

what does not. Compare these observations to the
notes you made in Exercise 3. How are they similar
and how do they differ? Make note of an experience in

your life that relates to each card.
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0, The Fool

.Qfe Fool is at the beginning of his jour-
ney. All possibilities and seeming contradictions exist
in this moment. The signs of the zodiac that he so care-
lessly juggles indicate both the science of the heavens
and the vastness of human imagination. These symbols
represent all types of personality traits. Which one will
he end up with? Will he make this important choice or
will the choice be made for him by chance? Is he play-
ing when he should be serious, or is his play filled with
wisdom? Speaking of playing, is that gold hoop at his
feet something he should be paying attention to, or is it
a possible distraction? The Fool does not know, nor
does he much care. He lives in the moment, filled with
wonder and curiosity, not worried about where the
journey will end.

The Fool’s message is one of unconventional
choices. Take a leap of faith. Adopt a playful attitude
in a serious situation. You are at a crossroads and you
have no way of knowing where each road will end.
Pick one that strikes your fancy and set out with
courage and a light heart. Prepare to meet all chal-
lenges with confidence.

Be aware of carelessness and folly. There is a differ-
ence between taking a risk and plowing headfirst into
danger. Reckless behavior can lead to a long path of

unhappiness.
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I, The Magician

_2:; Magician is a serious man at a seri-
ous business. A master magic-maker, the Magician is
also something of a man of science. Unlike the Fool, he
is fully aware of the laws of cause and effect, actions
and consequences. He is aware of the power of his
will. He is aware of the importance of his choices. By
focusing his will, he controls the elemental powers rep-
resented by the Wand, Cup, Sword, and Pentacle,
which are his tools. By learning to control his will and
the elements, he can accomplish whatever he chooses.

The Magician’s message is one of discipline and
responsibility. You have the power within yourself to
accomplish whatever you wish. You have the necessary
tools at your disposal. Focus your will and hone your
skills.

Be aware of control and manipulation. Power can
blind you to what is appropriate. Keep in mind the
negative stereotype of the Magician as a charlatan or a

swindler.

The Major Arcana

*
39



The Major Arcana

*
40



‘Il, The High Priestess

211 High Priestess speaks of the un-
known and contradictions. While her face is masked,
she is clothed with a transparent gown. She floats with
a toe barely skimming the waters of the subconscious
while her head is crowned with nine glowing orbs rep-
resenting the nine planets. She exists between two pil-
lars holding mechanisms whose purpose is unclear. The
night sky behind her hints at both the poetic mystery
of the moon and the logically charted courses of the
heavenly bodies. She beguiles, she promises knowledge;
she can be dangerous. We must accept her energy and
wisdom cautiously.

The message of the High Priestess is about a kind of
knowing that is beyond logic. Pay attention to your in-
tuition and recognize that there are different ways of
knowing. While the stars and planets of the night sky
can be charted and understood rationally, this same
sky inspires us in ways foreign to our sense of reason.

Be aware of staying too long in the heady realms of
the High Priestess. You must take your inspiration and
translate it into action. Honor the muse, but do not be-

come her slave.
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[ll, The Empress

_2?6 Empress follows the High Priestess
just as inspiration is ideally followed by manifesta-
tion. Circled by astrological symbols representing the
possibilities of life, her red belt and her fiery hair
speak of earthly passion and sensuality. Covering her
passion, though, is her blue, flowing cloak, represent-
ing emotion. A solar system-like necklace hangs near
her heart. Her action is largely internal and nurtur-
ing, surrounded with feeling. She is the Mother arche-
type from whom all life flows. She holds a circle with
a cross, a symbol of the feminine and also a symbol
of the balance of opposites—both the idea and the
physical form of the idea. At the most basic level, she
is both the epitome of love and the birth of a life re-
sulting from that love.

The message of the Empress is that of creation and
passion. You are in a position to nurture and give birth
to a project. Tap into the energy of Mother Earth and
celebrate her gifts. Recognize, honor, and celebrate
your senses, the physical world, and nature.

Be aware of maintaining a healthy balance. Do not
let your emotions or actions become obsessive or con-
trolling, and do not allow a chaotic proliferation by
trying to do too much. A garden needs careful and lov-
ing cultivation—too much or too little upsets the deli-

cate balance of beauty.
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IV, The Emperor

(% many ways the Emperor is the mirror
image of the Empress. Perhaps most obvious is the re-
versal of their clothing’s color. The passionate red of
the Emperor’s garment is external, as are his actions.
He is surrounded not by the abstract glyph symbols of
the Empress but by more realistic signs of the zodiac.
He holds his representation of the solar system in his
hand, showing a more external control than the Em-
press. While driven by love and a desire for what is
best for everyone, as indicated by his blue undercloak,
he is more concerned with the realistic functioning of
everyday life. On a social level, he seeks to create sta-
bility so that society can reach its highest good. As a
Father archetype, he wishes to give his children a
strong foundation, allowing them to achieve their best.

The message of the Emperor is that of healthy sta-
bility. Create an environment that allows you to func-
tion at your best. Seek well-functioning order in your
life in terms of your home, your workplace, and your
relationships. Appreciate the rules of society that allow
a smooth and peaceful life.

Be aware of stifling and stagnating rules and regula-
tions. Creating order in your life simply for the sake of
order alone is inhibiting, not liberating. Learn when it is

time to question the obligations and mores of society.
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V, The Hierophant

L/%ader and teacher wearing vestments,
indicating wisdom, almost fades into the background.
The stained glass window enveloping him brings to
mind the great cathedrals of the past, incredible poems
of glass and stone reaching toward heaven. This is an
apt symbol of humankind’s greatest achievements of
understanding the physical and spiritual worlds. A view
of the universe—of all that there is to know, both phys-
ically and spiritually—lies beyond. Looking at these el-
ements as three levels, we see in the background the
knowable universe, then humankind’s understanding
and utilization of this knowledge, and finally the pass-
ing on of that knowledge to individual people through
formal education and religious training.

The message of the Hierophant reminds us of the
marvelous accomplishments of humankind and of the
great resources of knowledge that are available to us.
Respect the achievements of generations past. Use that
knowledge to create with usefulness and beauty. Do
not disdain tradition out of hand but see what wonder-
ful things it has to offer.

Be aware of following tradition blindly. Do not ac-
cept all knowledge without question; rather, question
authority. Make sure all beliefs and practices make
sense to your own heart and mind before you make

them part of your life.
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VI, The Lovers

L/Q{perfect, passionate union rises, ro-
mantic and idealized, from the waters of our subcon-
scious and our dreams. More than romance, more than
a man and a woman, we see here the elements neces-
sary to achieve such a union. The couple is grounded
in water, showing a deep connection of their emotions.
The warrior’s red clothing and the deep orange of the
sunset surround the scene with fiery passion. The
beauty and abandon of the woman suggests earthly
sensuality. The dolphins, although creatures of water,
indicate intelligence and communication that are char-
acteristic of the element of air. Finally, the upward mo-
tion of the couple and woman’s gaze toward the heav-
ens illustrate a higher focus on the spiritual realm.

The message of the Lovers tells us to make good
and balanced choices. Indeed, the original meaning of
this card in the earliest Tarot decks was called the
Choice and showed a man choosing between two
women. Consider all the facets before committing to
any decision. Choose well and build a foundation that
can help you achieve your best dreams.

Be aware of letting one element of a choice over-
shadow all else. A relationship with simply a physical
attraction, a career decision with only an intellectual
appeal, or a home opportunity with decadent amenities

may not be the best choice in the long run.
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VI, The Chariot

% Chariot is a card of victory. The
medallion of the sun atop the chariot indicates the im-
mense power and focus of the woman’s mind. Al-
though victory seems a rather straightforward concept,
the card is full of contradictions. A woman in royal
purple rides in a chariot. Instead of horses and forward
movement, we see two sphinxes. Sphinxes often sym-
bolize riddles. Their silver and gold color represents
opposing ideas. The woman appears to be driving this
motionless vehicle without reins; indeed, she is looking
off in another direction. Yes, this is a card of victory.
She has control, gained perhaps by strength of will
alone. But she has not resolved the riddle of opposing
ideas. She has achievement but not understanding.

The message of the Chariot is one of willpower and
control. Recognize your own strength and ability to
maintain order in the midst of chaos. Know that you
can achieve more than you think you can. Celebrate
your accomplishments.

Be aware of repressing issues or turning away from
ideas that puzzle you. Once you achieve your goals, do
not come to a complete stop, thinking that you have

arrived. There is always more to learn and accomplish.
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VI, Strength

% woman with a great sense of pur-
pose walks side by side with a lion. There is a chain
wrapped loosely around the lion’s neck and held just as
loosely in the woman’s hand. The lion is the woman’s
animal instincts. These instincts neither lead her nor
are they dragged along behind her. They are there, a re-
serve of strength, power, and courage, for whenever
she should have need of them.

The message of Strength reminds you that you have
more strength, power, and courage than you realize.
Learn to live easily with these gifts and use them when
appropriate.

Be aware of two extremes. Do not let your strength
or baser desires control you. Conversely, do not deny

your Oown power.
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IX, The Hermit

% mysterious old man walks a lonely,
narrow path. He carries a light, representing his mind
and the knowledge he has acquired, and a staff, sym-
bolizing the power of his will. His red belt indicates
something of the passion that drives him in his search.
While he has much knowledge of the world and a
strong will, there is still much that is unresolved in his
heart. Alone, he goes off to contemplate, to compare
conventional knowledge to what he feels in his heart.

The message of the Hermit is one of self-knowledge.
It is time for you to withdraw, contemplate what you
know, and make sure your beliefs reflect the leading of
your own heart. Now you must learn who you are and
what you believe. Then you can trust yourself without
depending on the opinions of others.

Be aware of withdrawing too long or for the
wrong reasons. Withdrawing from life out of fear or
to avoid personal responsibility is not the same as self-

examination.
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X, Wheel of Fortune

/%metimes viewed as Fate, this wheel
frightens most of us because its turning is beyond our
control. Here we have a fully mechanized wheel that is,
as indicated by the astrological symbols on it, con-
trolled by the stars, the rhythms of nature and life.
Sometimes things happen in our lives that seem inex-
plicable, but life is full of cycles and we would do well
to remember that. The sun at the center of the wheel
can represent our mind. If we are centered and secure,
then no matter how the wheel turns, we are not at its
mercy. We can view something however we like—as a
blessing or curse, a tragedy or an opportunity.

The message of the Wheel of Fortune is twofold.
First, know that life has ups and downs and many times
things happen that affect you but are not, strictly speak-
ing, personal. For example, the company you work for
is bought by another and restructured. Your job is elim-
inated. This was not done to hurt you personally, al-
though it does affect you deeply. Second, events in life
are often good or bad simply because you choose to
view them as such. Keep your center and your focus
and don’t be rattled by events you cannot control.

Be aware of using the cycles of the wheel to neglect
personal responsibility. Keep in mind the things that are
within your control and do not blame circumstances for

mistakes that are truly your own.
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X1, Justice

.?rh)e personification of Justice stands
with the past and future held in her hands. The scales
represent the karmic balance of life that must be main-
tained. The image of the sun is you, directly in the mid-
dle of your past and your future. Justice is blindfolded,;
she has no power to help or hurt you. You have made
your own karma. Whatever you have done in the past
will determine your future.

The message of Justice is simple. You make your
own future by your actions. You are at a point where
you are questioning why something is happening. Look
to your past actions. How have they created the cur-
rent situation? This is a time for taking responsibility
for your life.

Be aware of giving way to despondency. While past
mistakes have future ramifications, your present actions
will also shape the future. Learn from your mistakes

and make choices now that lead to a happier future.
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XIl, The Hanging Man

L%re than any other figure in the

Major Arcana, the Hanging Man resembles the Fool.
By turning himself upside down, by behaving in a man-
ner not consistent with society, the Hanging Man may
be judged a fool by many. The difference between the
two is important, though. The Hanging Man has come
through a challenging experience that gives him a sense
of peace and understanding that only people who’ve
successfully faced great trials can have. The sun repre-
sents his vision of himself and his place in the universe.
He may flounder at times, but he knows who he is and
from whence he gets his strength. He is willing to sac-
rifice society’s approval in order to be true to himself.

The message of the Hanging Man is knowing when
and what to sacrifice. Be clear about who you are and
let all your actions and decisions hang from that vi-
sion. Even if your actions feel clumsy or out of sync
with others, sacrifice their favorable opinion rather
than be untrue to yourself. Do not put more stock in
what other people think than in what you believe to be
right.

Be aware of rationalizing bizarre or inappropriate
behavior by saying you are just being yourself. Are you
really? Or are you looking for an excuse to misbehave

while feeling noble about it?
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XIII, Death

gfjeryone faces death in some guise. Here,
we are speaking of a psychological death rather than a
physical death. In this card, the skull stares with inex-
orable resolve. The chilling message is: If you want to
move past this point, you have to pass through death.
Why would anyone want to; what is the incentive?
Death holds the rewards on his banner and shield. The
white flower symbolizes a purity of desire, and the
white horse a purity of will. Anyone wanting to con-
tinue on their spiritual journey needs these. They indi-
cate the death of the ego and with it long-held beliefs
that are no longer useful. This must happen to make
way for new energy and life.

The message of Death is that spiritual growth brings
pain. It isn’t easy to let go of certain behaviors or be-
liefs, to admit errors in thought and practice. Without
negating the magnitude of ego-death, the emblems of
what is to come—greater spiritual strength—remind us
that the endeavor is not without its reward.

Be aware of the fear of change, of letting go of out-
moded ideas. Fear of change leads to stagnation, which
might be longer lasting and more painful than a clean

death.
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X1V, Temperance

LM fiery woman, full of passion and
spark, is perhaps an incongruent image for a card
meaning moderation. Like the gold and silver sphinxes
in the chariot, the gold and silver cups represent ex-
tremes. Temperance means to mix or to blend, as this
woman is tempering extremes—any extremes—in be-
havior, belief, or feeling. She has learned to temper her
life in such a way that she maintains and expresses her
passion perfectly. By learning to do this, she is living
her life as fully as possible, with her internal beliefs in
perfect harmony with her external actions and with the
world around her.

The message of Temperance is simple to understand
yet difficult to practice. Moderate your life in all ways:
physically, spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually.
Let your action (or inaction) be appropriate to the sit-
uation. This card, more than any other in the tarot,
speaks of perfect balance perfectly expressed.

Be aware of intemperance and extremes in behavior.
Also, don’t let the fear of making a mistake lead you to
constant inaction. While inaction is sometimes the

right choice, it is not always.
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XV, The Devil

t/ntriguing, powerful, compelling; what a
dangerous and attractive figure this is. The mask, while
adding to the mysterious allure, warns us that this man
is hiding something. He wears a pentacle, giving a hint
of his earthiness and sensual pleasures. However, be-
cause his eyes are blinded, he pursues these pleasures
blindly, without consideration for anything else. He is
obsession, bondage, and destructive practices. He is
what happens—what we can become—when our lives
go very badly out of balance.

The message of the Devil is a warning, a cautionary
tale. If Temperance is perfect balance perfectly ex-
pressed, the Devil is imperfect balance recklessly pur-
sued. Anything in the extreme—eating, working, sex-
ual activity, exercising—leads to an unbalanced life.
Take heed and moderate your behavior. Keep watch
for obsessions in your life. Do not let any belief or
practice overshadow all other aspects of your life or
your responsibilities to yourself and others.

Be aware of being so afraid of pleasures out of fear
of addiction that you repress or deny all desires, even

healthy ones.
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XVI, The Tower

grefully crafted, tall, beautiful, and
strong, the Tower represents our worldview. We have
added to it and altered it as needed. We expected it to
last and serve us well. It is hit by lightning, a literal
bolt from the blue, and is destroyed. The bolt symbol-
izes, in some form or another, a moment of illumina-
tion, of realization, of experience, that shakes our
world to its very foundation. We fall, like the naked
man, from the structure. We have to rebuild. And we
have nothing . . . or so it seems. However, don’t dis-
count what the flash of lightning reveals to you.

The message of the Tower is a difficult one. Unlike
the Wheel, with its philosophical message of centered-
ness, and Death, with its promise of spiritual enlight-
enment, the Tower doesn’t seem to offer much except
destruction. Our belief system helps us find calm in the
center of the Wheel and gives us courage to face Death.
In the Tower that belief system is shattered. The good
news is that it is usually shattered by a truth that we
didn’t recognize before. Knowing the truth is good;
ignorance is not really bliss.

Be aware of overdramatizing situations. If you over-
react to every upset in your life, you may find yourself

ill prepared to deal with real trauma or tragedy.
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XVII, The Star

C%\?erything here speaks of peace, calm,
and hope. This woman represents perfect faith. The
star on her forehead is connected with the star in the
sky, showing a unity of thought and spirit. This
woman knows that the mechanisms of the heavens are
working perfectly and that everything happens in its
proper time. Sister to Temperance, the Star is more nat-
ural in her nakedness, more grounded in her humble
position in the water. Rather than controlling and con-
serving liquid, like her sister, she unreservedly empties
her pitchers, having faith that they will be filled again.

The message of the Star is replenishment and faith.
Know that the cycles of nature are true and natural
and that after a hard time, a better time will follow.
And when it comes, give yourself over to it—immerse
yourself in the cool waters of faith and the constant
light of the Star. Know that your heart will be refreshed
and your faith will be renewed.

Be aware of lack of faith, of giving in to despair, of
giving up. The Star promises hope. Don’t lose faith in

that promise.
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XVIII, The Moon

Z:-jis beautiful orb inspires us like no
other. It speaks to our soul. It releases our animal in-
stincts, like the dogs howling. It invites the crayfish to
surface—this alien creature represents our deepest
fears. The light of the Moon allows us to glimpse it,
but provides enough shadow that we can ignore it if
we’re careful. The moon goddess heightens our intu-
ition. She does show us our worst nightmares . . . but
then again, she gives us our best dreams as well.

The message of the Moon is as shadowy as a moon-
lit night. Pay attention to your dreams and your intu-
ition. Face your fears, even if you do so a little at a
time. Attend to your soul.

Be aware of not seeing clearly, of being afraid of
shadows, or of being led astray by shadowy images

that aren’t what they seem.
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XIX, The Sun

_gf:e sun, the planets, the stars of the zo-
diac—everything is clear and in good working order.
Not only that, but you can see the order. You see the
scientific charting of the heavenly courses. You see the
astrological symbols and know that the cold, mathe-
matically knowable sky is more than that—that myths
and stories abound even there. You see the universe
with its layers of meanings and contradictions and you
are at ease with it.

The message of the Sun is that of peaceful content-
ment with the world and its workings. You understand
what you can and don’t fret about what you don’t.
You understand yourself and your role in the universe
as much as you can, and you are okay with that, too.
Life doesn’t get much better than this.

Be aware that you may not be used to such ease and
happiness. Be careful not to fight it. Enjoy it as much

as you can. Oh, and don’t try to analyze it too much.
¥ > Yy Y
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XX, Judgement

(/% angel wears a winged helmet, bring-
ing to mind Mercury, the planet governing communi-
cation. Underlining the idea of communication, the
angel sounds a horn, calling people from their former
lives to new ones. They are being called to judge for
themselves their old lives and compare them to their
new ones. They will decide for themselves whether or
not they answer the call.

The message of Judgement is clear. You are being
called to do something. You might not want to hear it
and are actively drowning it out with noise of your
daily life. You might be afraid of the call and the
changes it will bring. Listen to it and face it with
courage and action. It promises a more fulfilling life.

Be aware of two things: First, of ignoring the call or
shirking from it in fear or obstinance; second, of mis-
taking the desires of others or of society for a true call-
ing. Do not feel compelled to dance to anyone else’s

tune, and do not ignore the music of your own heart.
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XXI, The World

M woman stands with poise, dignity,
and assurance. She stands before the world surrounded
by laurel wreaths, indicating her mastery. She holds
wands, representing her will, in both hands. Unlike the
other figures in the Major Arcana, her will is in tune
with both sides of herself; she has achieved balance of
her consciousness and unconsciousness. She celebrates
a great accomplishment. For this, she is recognized by
the world and, more importantly, by her own self.

The message of the World is that of completion and
accomplishment. You feel a sense of unity with the uni-
verse and mastery over self that is natural and effort-
less. You move to the rhythm of nature and of your
heart. They are one.

Be aware of a false sense of security. In theory, the
World represents total completion. However, in our
human lives, this is never really achieved. But because
we are human still, we can achieve only partial or tem-
porary oneness. These temporary or partial experiences
encourage us to keep growing and moving forward, if
for no other reason than to experience that exquisite

moment of freedom and understanding again.
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THE
Minor Arcana

=

%ile the Major Arcana are archetypal
energies, the Minor Arcana are the echoes of those en-
ergies in daily life. They are the experiences that make
up our existence. Each Minor Arcana describes a situa-
tion and sometimes offers advice that harkens back to

the Major Arcana of the same number.

Exercise 10

LM we learned, the numbers on the
Minor Arcana have meanings. Take the four aces and
compare how each suit expresses the meaning of
3

one.” Do this for two, three, four, and so on. Notice

how the suit affects and shapes the number’s meaning.
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Ace of Wands

azi)ke all of the aces, this is a gift from
the universe. Unlike the other aces, the Ace of Wands is
bestowed by human hands, indicating a facet of the
universe more sympathetic to the human condition. In
some ways this is the kindest, most generous gift of the
aces. It is the beginning of everything—the spark of
life. It is also the gift of will, of inspiration, of action,
of passion, of courage. This illumination from the
heavens is the start of all our ideas and projects. Like
the Magician, Major Arcana I, it is about a connection
to higher planes, a focus of will, and the ability to
achieve goals.

You are at a propitious point. You are given a gift,
an idea, a project, or career opportunity. Take advan-
tage of it with confidence and gratitude.

Be aware of ignoring opportunities and inaction.
The Ace of Wands is a gift that requires the recipient to

take action.

Two of Wands

e_/%aveler faces a fork in the road and a
difficult decision. Outwardly, this card is reminiscent
of the Fool. Unlike the Fool, he is conscious of the fu-
ture and wants to make the best choice—not an easy

task when the choices are so similar. The differences lie
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far off on the horizon. Which is better, the bright sky
and huge mountain or the red sky and smaller moun-
tain? And what of the deer? Standing like guardians,
what will they do after the traveler selects? How will
his choice immediately change the situation? Like the
High Priestess, Major Arcana II, the traveler must tap
into a deeper level of knowing.

You are at a crossroads. The correct choice is un-
clear, at least in terms of logic, because there are too
many unknowns. The Wands are not about logic; they
are about inspiration and courage. Follow your gut
and move ahead bravely.

Be aware of stagnation. The Wands are about

action. This is not a time to stand still.

Three of Wands

O_Mnan stands on the shore watching a
ship sail off. Or perhaps it is returning. Either way, he
has invested in it. Whether he sees success or failure,
his future is for the moment out of his control. He can-
not affect its outcome. This is probably the most diffi-
cult card of the Wands. Like the Empress, Major Ar-
cana III, this is a time of gestation, not of action or
control.

You have made a choice and now must wait for the
results. Whether you are patient or impatient doesn’t

really matter—it will not affect the outcome. It is,
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though, a good opportunity to learn patience and self-
control.

Be aware of agitated action. Although it is frustrat-
ing to be still, let things take their course. Do not work

yourself up needlessly.

Four of Wands

(Montented, affectionate family stands
amongst four wands topped with a wreath of flowers.
They have focused their will and achieved a stable, sat-
istying result. The rabbits indicate a time of abun-
dance. The dragonfly shows an overlying sense of hap-
piness. The wreath represents a sense of unity and
beauty. Like the Emperor, Major Arcana IV, they
worked together for the good of all and created an en-
vironment where they can all find fulfillment.

You have achieved a satisfying goal. Take time to
celebrate this. Be proud of what you have done.
Be aware of dissatisfaction. This is not the time to

be critical of your accomplishment.

Five of Wands

LZ a clearing, five men compete. They
use their wands, representing their wills and abilities,
to spar. By doing so, they learn their own strengths and

weaknesses while assisting their companions in the
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same way. The Hierophant, Major Arcana V, is about
the best of collective human achievement. The Five of
Wands shows how we help ourselves and other indi-
viduals reach for their best and thereby add to the col-
lective good.

You are in a competitive situation. See it for what it
is: an opportunity to grow and to help others grow. Al-
though competing with others, you are really in com-
petition with yourself. Do your best, for your own
good and for the good of others.

Be aware of inappropriate motivations. Compete
with an eye to improving yourself and society, not to
hurt or destroy someone else. Play by the rules. Have
confidence in yourself and do not seek an unfair ad-

vantage by cheating.

Six of Wands

L%an rides a horse through a cheering
crowd and colorful flags. He enjoys a hero’s welcome,
celebrating a great victory. The Lovers, Major Arcana
VI, shows the glory and joy resulting from wise and
balanced choices. This man’s achievements can only be
the result of such well-made decisions.

You are in a position to receive outward congratula-
tions for your actions. You have done well and deserve

to be recognized. Enjoy the accolades.
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Be aware of staying too long at the celebration.
While it is right to celebrate achievement, do not rest

too long on your laurels.

Seven of Wands

%nding before a door, slightly open to
the night sky, a man defends his position. Strong and

brave, he faces all comers. This is not the benevolent
competition of the Five of Wands; rather, it is more
threatening. Like the Chariot, Major Arcana VII, he is
steadfast and feels sure of his will. However, while
there is control of will, there is a deeper lack of under-
standing, an echo of the Chariot, indicated by the night
sky behind him. His actions are being questioned.
While his understanding is imperfect, his convictions
carry him through.

You are being asked to defend your actions or be-
liefs. Do not fear the attack. Use the questions raised to
clarify your understanding. If your beliefs are sound, a
closer examination of them will hurt nothing and will
add to your wisdom.

Be aware of childish obstinacy. If you find your
stance is wrong, admit defeat and refine your beliefs so
that they will stand up to examination. On the other

hand, do not give up the fight out of fear.
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Eight of Wands

gi?ght wands fly through the sky in an or-
derly fashion over a peaceful pastoral scene. Already
set in motion, how the wands will land is already de-
termined. They move with a steadfast surety and
speed. Just as the lion and the woman walk together
with unity toward a common goal in Strength, Major
Arcana VIII, so do the events in the Eight of Wands.
The determined purpose and delicate balance of
Strength is joined with the fiery action of Wands.
Things are set to happen and they will happen quickly.

You are waiting for an outcome. You will not wait
long. Events set in motion are moving speedily to their
inexorable conclusion.

Be aware of the dangers of interfering. By altering
the movement of one of the wands, the others, because
of their proximity to each other, will be affected. The
connections are intricate and you may not be able to

see the larger ramifications of your actions.

Nine of Wands

L/Q{ tired soldier retreats from an insur-
mountable blockade. He is holding himself up by his
will, represented by his wand, alone. He did not expect
this failure and is puzzled by this situation. His experi-

ence did not reflect his expectations. The tiny scarab to
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his right indicates the quiet voice of his soul. Like the
Hermit of Major Arcana IX, the warrior must retreat
and regroup. He must compare what he believes to his
worldly experience and reconcile them.

You are caught by a failure unawares. Things did
not turn out as you planned and you aren’t sure why.
Take time to reflect, to determine what happened and
why. Learn from this situation and resume the battle.

Be aware of despair. While the situation is difficult
and perhaps confusing, do not give up. Withdraw to

heal and learn, not to escape life.

Ten of Wands

L/Mpurposeful man carries his large bur-
den through the night toward the morning sky. He is al-
most done with his wearisome task. The full moon
above and the dawn on the horizon indicate the end of
a cycle. This card echoes the turning of the Wheel of
Fortune, Major Arcana X. The deer watch silently from
a distance, perhaps inspiring the man with their quiet
strength.

You are nearly finished with an arduous task. You
may be exhausted, but the light at the end of the tun-
nel, like a beautiful sunrise, gives you the determina-
tion to see this through. Draw on your most basic in-

stincts for the strength to finish what you’ve started.

The Minor Arcana

+
89



Be aware of stopping too soon. Do not let the relief
of seeing the end of the situation cause you to falter;

rather, let it focus your actions.
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Ace of Cups

o_%ealism, romance, the Holy Grail—this
gift of the universe provides depth and feeling to our
lives. Here, the gift is purity of emotion, a spiritual love
that is meant to guide us. If we set our eye on spiritual-
ity, we can more easily see our way through the tumul-
tuous experience of the wide range of human emo-
tions. Just as the moon remains the same but appears
differently depending on the focus of the sun, so our
experience of emotions varies according to how we
choose to see them. Like the energy of the Magician,
Major Arcana I, the gift of the grail is meant to guide
us. But it can, like the manipulétive side of the Magi-
cian, lead us down some rocky roads.

You are being drawn along by a feeling. Your emo-
tions are engaged and you feel more alive than usual.
It may be the beginning of a romance, a spiritual
epiphany, or a desire to express yourself artistically.
Whatever it is, you are at the start of an exciting
adventure.

Be aware of running from this experience. Do not
fear, discount, or avoid the intensity of your feelings.
Although it may feel uncomfortable at first, learn to

identify and express your emotions.
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Two of Cups

L%lond woman and a brunette man
join under the shadowy light of the moon. Their union
creates a unique energy that is mystical and beautiful.
Just as the High Priestess, Major Arcana II, joins the
poetic music of the heavenly bodies with the scientific
charting of astronomy, the blond female and the
brunette male unify opposing qualities. The result is as
magical and intriguing as the High Priestess.

You are faced with the opportunity to partner with
someone, whether it is a romantic union or a business
venture. Whichever it is, the potential for creating
something very special is there. Honor the gift of the
moment and enjoy it.

Be aware of unrealized potential. If all the elements
of a strong partnership are in place but no forward
movement is made, the moment may be lost. Enjoy the

magic of the moment but do not let it enslave you.

Three of Cups

.fhree women dance in the heavens, tak-
ing inspiration from the golden waters below. They are
dressed in blue for Swords/Air, green for Pentacles/
Earth, and red for Wands/Fire. The most graceful ex-
pressions of all the elements find inspiration from the

depths of human emotion. This emotional experience
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binds them while allowing them to achieve their best.
Like the Empress, Major Arcana IIl, this card shows
the joy resulting from nurturing and finding joy in
others.

You are surrounded by those who give you happi-
ness. Remember to acknowledge and appreciate them.
Take time with others to celebrate the simple joys of
being alive.

Be aware of ignoring the simple pleasures of life and
not appreciating those around you. This is not a time
to focus on your problems, no matter how pressing.

Practice gratitude and see what develops.

Four of Cups

L/Qfdreamy youth reclines against a tree.
Although three lovely chalices sit beside him, he ig-
nores them. He imagines something better; he is even
offered something better. The squirrel in the tree and
the mouse in the grass take more interest in the gift
than the youth for whom it is intended. His romantic
ideals may cause him to miss opportunities that he may
later regret. This card echoes the negative side of the
Emperor, Major Arcana IV. The desire for order and
stability can lead to a quest for perfection that does not

exist, causing a disdain for reality.
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You not only have gifts at your disposal, you are
being offered another at this moment. At the expense
of current happiness, you are focusing on an idealized
concept that does not exist.

Be aware of the reverse, and do not let go of healthy
ideals that guide and shape your life for a shabby sub-
stitution. You must know the difference between con-

victions and fantasies.

Five of Cups

% man despairs over the spilling of
three cups, unaware of the two glittering cups behind
him. A time of mourning over a loss is natural and nec-
essary. But if it goes on too long, it becomes a melodra-
matic parody. By turning to the wisdom of the Hiero-
phant, Major Arcana V, this man can find guidance in
his mourning and support in healing his heart. Then he
can turn to the future, find hope in the dawning of a
new day, and embrace the two cups waiting for him.

You have experienced a loss and must mourn. Turn
to a wise friend or counselor, a spiritual advisor, or a
religious tradition to help you heal properly so you can
embrace a bright future in due time.

Be aware of prolonging your time of mourning,
whether it is out of a desire for attention or fear of the

future.
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Six of Cups

ﬁildren explore a colorful fantasyland.
Cups filled with delightful flowers and friendly animals
enchant them. The cat in the foreground represents the
present, and the scene behind it is the past. This mem-
ory of a happy time in the past can provide warmth, a
sense of security, and an inspiration to share the same
benevolence. It can also create a romanticized sense of
nostalgia that causes a profound sense of disappoint-
ment in a current situation. Just as the Lovers, Major
Arcana VI, indicates balanced choice, so this card con-
tains a necessary element in choosing how the past
will affect the present.

You find yourself faced with a memory. Consider it
carefully, as memories can be tricky things, altered by
time and distance and even current desires. Make sure
that whatever role it plays in shaping your current ac-
tions is balanced by logic and reality.

Be aware of letting your past or your ideas of the

past control you.

Seven of Cups

( éups filled with intriguing images hover
over the water. They have risen out of the subcon-
sciousness. Like sirens’ voices distracting unwary

sailors, these fantasies may distract travelers from their

The Minor Arcana

.
96



true courses. Like the focus and control of the Chariot,
Major Arcana VII, a strong will is needed to overcome
the distractions of the imagination.

You are faced with many choices, opportunities,
and dreams. Find inspiration from them where you
can. Acknowledge them as distractions if they take you
from the path you have chosen.

Be aware of being overcome by the power of these
distractions. They may be enticing and you enjoy en-
tertaining them for a time, but you may regret that

choice in the long run.

Eight of Cups

% young man turns his back on a tum-
ble of cups. A sleeping mole indicates blindness. He
gazes off at the horizon as if assessing the landscape
before setting off on his journey. He has tasted of all
the cups and found them lacking. Although they may
have satiated him for a time or masked his true feel-
ings, they really only provided a kind of diversion from
what he must do. The full moon rises and he cannot ig-
nore its light and call, just as he can no longer ignore
the voice of his soul. The time for blindness is over and
he must acclimate to the light and, like Strength, Major
Arcana VIII, move forward with determination.

You have dallied with desires and fancies that kept

you distracted from your path, from doing what you
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know you must. It is time to turn away from this shal-
low comfort and forge ahead.

Be aware of being misled by the moon. Do not mis-
take a desire to run from mistakes for a call from your
soul. If the cups here represent a mess in your life,

maybe you are meant to stay and clean it up.

Nine of Cups

LZ his comfortable home, an innkeeper
raises his cup and salutes his comfort, abundance, and
good fortune. He has invested in creating a welcoming
place for others and a secure situation for himself. His
fortune, represented by the barrels of beer, is that of
good cheer, not necessarily of money or material gain.
In Major Arcana IX, the Hermit goes off alone to so-
lidify his knowledge and then he returns to the world
to share it and help others. So this man has found his
own way and hence has much to share with others,
even the charming mice who play without fear of dan-
ger on the beams overhead.

You have achieved a place of comfortable abun-
dance. You have much love and nurturing affection to
give. You are happy with what you have and desire to
share with others, knowing that sharing such gifts only
increases them.

Be aware of taking the energy of the Hermit to the

extreme. Do not enjoy your good fortune alone or
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hoard it. Do not indulge in a pompous sense of self-
satisfaction but share what you have with gracious-

ness.

Ten of Cups

LM woman and her daughter sit in front
of a cozy home. Their leisurely domestic activity and
industriousness is underlined by the presence of bees,
while the cat shows a playfulness along with the work.
The Wheel of Fortune, Major Arcana X, has this fam-
ily at the top. They have harmonious lives free of strife
or conflict.

You may note the absence of a male figure. The
artist created this image as if he were coming home
from work to his family. The scene shows the content-
ment and joy he experiences.

You have created a happy home life. It is full of sat-
isfying activities and comforts. This moment is the
epitome of domestic bliss. Enjoy it.

Be aware of letting contentment turn to laziness. Do
not neglect your family, thinking everything is fine.
Everything is fine—because you’ve treated each other
well and with tender consideration. Do not stop those

behaviors.
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Swords
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Ace of Swords

.C.Zfe gift of the sword is the intellect, the
rational mind. This is a powerful gift and a dangerous
one. The sword of truth can pierce through confusing
problems. The mind, though, is complex. The way we
think controls the way we perceive reality. By exten-
sion, the sword is communication; our words can heal
or they can hurt. Just as the Magician, Major Arcana I,
can use his will and power to create wondrous things,
he can use them to confuse and play tricks on the un-
suspecting as well.

You have the gift of thought. Use it rightly to see the
world clearly, to communicate well, and to create a
happy, healthy reality.

Be aware of having a sharp tongue. A clever wit or a
desire for honesty are gifts of the sword. Do not use

them in a destructive manner.

Two of Swords

% woman is blindfolded by a golden
band. Two swords cross in front of the moon. The
woman is experiencing conflict between her intellect
and the less rational, intuitive aspects of herself. Ironi-
cally, her face seems calm, as if she is unaffected by this
conflict. Perhaps she has chosen to be blinded to this
situation. Unlike the High Priestess, Major Arcana II,
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this woman does not dance elegantly between intellect
and intuition. She is unengaged, making no progress.
The battle between head and heart remain unresolved.

You are faced with a decision and you aren’t sure
what to do. You have to decide. Remove your blind-
fold and look squarely at the situation. Most likely you
know what to do but are afraid.

Be aware of ignoring the situation for too long. Pre-

tending it isn’t there won’t make it go away.

Three of Swords

c/Q{ large heart looms against a stormy
sky, pierced by three swords. Clearly this is heartbreak
very dramatically and tragically expressed. Consider
the image carefully. The sun, representing the self, is
centered on the heart. The ego is identifying entirely
with the emotional distress, making it bigger than it
should be. The swords embedded in the heart indicate
that a way of looking at the situation is faulty. Remov-
ing the focus from the emotion allows a glimpse of the
bigger picture. A proper perspective allows more clar-
ity. In this instance, the Empress, Major Arcana III, can
provide the nurturing and healing that will help tran-
scend the heartbreak.

You have experienced a heartbreak. However, you
are not seeing the effects of this heartbreak clearly. Al-

though it is hard to end a relationship, it does not
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mean the end of your life . . . which is probably how
you are feeling. Seek a realistic perspective.

Be aware of the lure of the role of the tragically bro-
ken-hearted lover. It gives the lover reason to pine and
mourn and never move forward. It is a sham, an ex-

cuse to avoid life.

Four of Swords

LM worn-out soldier finds rest in a
quiet, bricked area. For the moment he is safe from
battle. In this sanctuary, he can regroup. And regroup
he must, as his problems are still present, as indicated
by the swords. But for the moment, he can take a
break and face his challenges refreshed. The benefits of
the Emperor, Major Arcana IV, can be seen here. By
providing a stable, secure environment, the soldier can
gather his thoughts and bring his best possible efforts
to the situation.

You need time to regroup. Although your situation
is problematic, you will not resolve it until you can
take some time out. Remove yourself from the situa-
tion, meditate, and find your center. By recharging
your spiritual strength, you will bring your best efforts
to solve the problem.

Be aware of ignoring the problem by distracting
yourself. This is not a card of escapism, but of utilizing

your spiritual foundation for renewal.
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Five of Swords

:/Q{ warrior stands victorious, carrying
five swords. The dawn breaks, revealing the battered
remains of his opponents. The defeated figures in the
background do not emphasize the warrior’s glory. In-
stead the image suggests a Pyrrhic victory. Although
there is clearly a winner and a loser in this battle, it is
not clear that the cost of winning was worth it. The
Hierophant, Major Arcana V, speaks of the lessons of
human history, among other things. War or any sort of
devastating battle has its costs. Whether such means of
control are always worth the effort is unclear. It is a
lesson we have not quite sorted out.

You are at the end of a battle. Are you the winner or
the loser? In either case, what was lost and what was
won? Was it worth it? What have you learned from the
experience?

Be aware of seeing battle as the only or the easiest
way to solve disputes. The costs are high on both sides.
Perhaps a more conciliatory approach would serve

everyone better in the long run.

Six of Swords

ﬁ; the light of the full moon, a woman
makes her secret, silent journey by water. Where is she

traveling to and what does she leave behind? Does it
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matter? Will her destination change anything in her
life? She brings with her the way she views the world,
as shown by the swords in her boat. As the saying
goes, “Wherever you go, there you are.” Major Arcana
VI, the Lovers, is about making balanced choices. By
traveling over the water (her emotions) and carrying
her same thought patterns (the swords), she is making
a choice, but is it a sound one? The toad seems to indi-
cate more of a reliance on the reptilian part of the
brain, from whence the “flight” impulse arises.

You are running from something. Unless you exam-
ine the way you think, your running will accomplish
nothing except an immediate escape from what is trou-
bling you. Until you learn to face it, it will come up
again in some other guise.

Be aware of overanalyzing. Our ancient instincts
exist as a defense mechanism. Although probably not
as often now, there are times when fleeing a dangerous

situation is the right thing to do.

Seven of Swords

%hady character carrying five swords
retreats from a building. He apparently intended to dis-
arm an enemy. His plan, though, seems spontaneous
and foolhardy. He cannot even take away all the
swords. There is every likelihood that his action will so

anger his enemy that one of those swords he left behind
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will find its way into his back. Unlike the discipline and
willpower of the Chariot, Major Arcana VII, this char-
acter responded to his situation in an illogical and dan-
gerous fashion.

You are faced with a problem. Worse than that, you
are considering a poor plan for solving it. Reconsider
your solution and try to find one that will yield a more
satisfactory result.

Be aware of impetuousness. Your actions have con-
sequences and you would do well to consider them be-

fore acting,.

Eight of Swords

% woman, blindfolded and chained, is
surrounded by swords. Her situation is at the same
time simple and complex. The blindfold shows her
confusion, her inability to see clearly. The chains repre-
sent her inability to move, although they seem to be
merely wrapped loosely around her wrists. It would
seem a simple task to let the chain drop, remove the
blindfold, and escape through the spaces between the
swords. It is, however, her own thoughts that keep her
bound. The swords are her mind, surrounding her and
keeping her blind and immobile. Unlike Major Arcana
VIIL, Strength, which has tamed the sometimes fright-
ening animal aspects of ourselves and can consequently

walk with courage, this woman is controlled by fear.
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You feel helpless. You cannot see; you cannot move;
you sense danger all around you. The situation is en-
tirely of your own making. The good news is that if
you made it, you can unmake it. You have the ability
to see things clearly, you just need the courage to do
so.

Be aware of giving in to a sense of helplessness. Do
not give ﬁp your power. Take control of your life. Do

not let fear bind and blind you.

Nine of Swords

g}; the light of a crescent moon, a
woman sits up in bed as if awakened by a bad dream.
An owl peers forward as nine swords float above her
head. She crosses her arms across her chest as if to pro-
tect her heart. As evidenced by the swords, this woman
is clearly troubled by some large problem, large
enough to disturb her sleep. The owl, a symbol of wis-
dom, is nearby, apparently ready to share its knowl-
edge and thereby impart some comfort to the woman.
As she puzzles out the problem, perhaps she will see
her way clear to wisdom and truth. For now, though,
she is alone and closed off. This is the Hermit, Major
Arcana IX, taken to a sad extreme. In this time of trial,
she would do well to reach out and get the comfort

and wisdom she needs. It seems that it is near at hand.
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You are agonizing over something. For whatever
reason you are working through this alone, even
though help is nearby. Reach out and allow someone
to guide and comfort you.

Be aware of isolation. You may feel like you’re
alone or your pride may stop you from reaching out.
You’re not alone and your pride may cost you more

than you know.

Ten of Swords

%m the dark shadows, a deer looks on
the body of a man lying on the ground. It is a poignant
and strange sight. While the man may very well be
dead, there is a peacefulness about the scene. The ten
swords above him illuminate the scene with a radiant
glow. Whatever hardship he has lived through, he is at
the end of it. In terms of the Wheel of Fortune, Major
Arcana X, this man is at the bottom and is about to
start a new cycle.

You are at the end of a hard situation. It is probably
about all you can stand and you may not think you’ll
make it. You can. Have faith that the tide is about to
turn.

Be aware of losing hope. Do not give up. The Wheel

is about to begin an upward turn.
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Pentacles
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Ace of Pentacles

Z]ﬁs is a gift of resources—likely money,
raw materials, or time. It is probably the most straight-
forward of the suits. For that reason, the gifts of Penta-
cles are not always as highly esteemed as the other
suits’ gifts, or sometimes they are overvalued and lead
to greed for material wealth or obsession with sensu-
ous living. Whatever form the gift takes, it up to us—
as the weasel reminds us here and like the Magician,
Major Arcana I—to use our skill and determination to
make something worthwhile of it.

You have been given a resource. Use it well and be
grateful.

Be aware of the temptation to undervalue or squan-
der this gift because you consider it mundane and not a

true gift of the universe.

Two of Pentacles

@ the shore, a man balances two penta-
cles. The mastery and ease of his skill creates a rainbow,
making the act seem magical. The representation of the
other suits—the dolphin (intelligence/Swords), water
(Cups), and fiery light of the rainbow (Wands)—indi-
cates a deep overall balance that allows for this easy
control of everyday life. Like the High Priestess, Major
Arcana II, existing between poetry and science, this gen-
tleman dances through life juggling work and joy.
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You have a full life and the ability to keep every-
thing flowing. You make it seem easy. You find satis-
faction in not only doing many things and doing them
well, but also in not making your busyness into a com-
petition.

Be aware of overdoing for the sake of the admira-
tion of others. Don’t judge yourself and others by how
much you do, and don’t seek achievement at the ex-

pense of quality and overall happiness.

Three of Pentacles

L/Q{ master craftsman alone with his
forge finds great pleasure in admiring his work. It is
more than simple pride, although that is part of it. He
experiences the sensual pleasure of well-crafted work
and acknowledges the hidden magic in the creation of
physical items.

Of all the threes, he is the closest to Major Arcana
III, the Empress. Like her, he creates and delights in the
creation; he loves the process and the product.

You have a skill that gives you great satisfaction. It
is something you love to do, and you find great plea-
sure in the end result.

Be aware of losing the magical connection to
process and product. If you find that something that
used to delight you has become rote, try to recapture

your early feelings or maybe pursue a new activity.
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Four of Pentacles

L%an in rich purple robes embroider-
ed with gold grips four pentacles in his arms. He has
taken pleasure in achieving monetary worth. But
money is an abstraction, a representation for things
necessary to life or that give life beauty and pleasure.
He has lost track of that and so he stands alone in his
cold pride, neither sharing his bounty nor even really
enjoying it himself. He reflects an extreme of Major
Arcana IV, the Emperor. When the Emperor provides
order for the betterment of life, all is well. When he im-
poses order for order’s sake, life becomes sterile.

You possess a certain amount of resources, and
you’ve become possessive of them. You are hoarding
your money, your time, your abilities. You’ve lost sight
of what these things are for and you face a lonely, un-
fulfilled future unless you use your resources wisely.

Be aware of the opposite extreme of giving away all
you have so that you are depleted and have nothing

left to offer.

Five of Pentacles

ﬁ/e;ore a colorful stained-glass window

stand a man and a woman with a child. The man holds

his hat with a humble attitude. The tired, hungry child
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clutches his mother, who holds out her hands helplessly.
They are in desperate need. The beautiful window with
the light shining through it does not seem to yield any
answers for them. In the Hierophant, Major Arcana V,
we saw a stained-glass window, a representation of the
achievements of humankind. All the glorious structures
and achievements in the world are meaningless, though,
if they do not provide guidance, help, or inspiration.

You are in need. Help is nearby. Do not be dissuaded
even if the building, organization, or person seems im-
posing. Ask for the help you need.

Be aware of making your need larger than it is.
Learn what resources are available to help you help

yourself.

Six of Pentacles

L/Mrich man stands, with scales in hand,
happily measuring out pentacles. Outside his window,
hands clutch and reach but do not grasp the pentacles
falling near them. The rich man seems willing enough
to give, but does not pay attention to where he is giv-
ing. He lets resources fall by the wayside and does not
attend to the need directly outside his window. Unlike
the Lovers in Major Arcana VI, he is not making bal-
anced choices. He is squandering his gifts while delud-

ing himself that he is charitable.
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You give of your resources freely, but are you paying
attention to what you are doing? Are you giving people
what they need or just what it pleases you to give?

Be aware of proud but dispassionate giving. Giving
your child a new computer when he really wants your
attention is not a good use of your resources, nor is it

helpful to your child.

Seven of Pentacles

% woman with a basket stands by a
tree laden with pentacles. The sheep in the field watch
her while a squirrel considers trying to make off with
one of the pentacles. Like the Chariot, Major Arcana
VII, this woman has exerted her will and control to
make this tree fruitful. However, she is going a step be-
yond the Chariot. She is assessing her investment to see
if the yield matches her expectations and was worth
the effort she put into it.

You have sown seeds of some sort. They are bearing
fruit and it is time for the harvest. Take time to com-
pare the investment with the results. If it is not what
you’d hoped, determine what you can do differently
next time.

Be aware of being so excited about the harvest that

you neglect the balance sheet.
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Eight of Pentacles

c%onely apprentice works late into the
night on his project. He is focused and determined,
perhaps too focused to notice his little companion.
Like Major Arcana VIII, Strength, this young man
tamed his baser instincts and desires in order to
achieve something greater. Even though he may wish to
go out and enjoy himself, he is willing to forgo imme-
diate pleasure for the sake of a long-term goal.

You are involved in a course of study in preparation
for a better future. Your discipline and drive will serve
you well. Do take a moment, though, and enjoy some
pleasant companionship.

Be aware of driving yourself too hard and to the ex-
clusion of all else. Even in the midst of heavy studies, a

person needs a little rest and relaxation.

Nine of Pentacles

LM accomplished woman stands by her
gazebo. She gazes on her noble falcon with pride and is
surrounded by a garden of plentiful pentacles. She has
a right to be proud because she has achieved this luxu-
rious lifestyle on her own. Like the Hermit, Major Ar-
cana IX, she has chosen a life alone, which she does

not seem to mind at all.
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You have accomplished much that makes you
proud. You have created a life that you enjoy and that
satisfies you. In spite of your choices, you do not feel
lonely.

Be aware that you may have been happy and not
lonely, but there may come a time when that changes.
Don’t be afraid to change your lifestyle and find some-

one special to share it with.

Ten of Pentacles

% wooden chest of pentacles lies under
a tree. A ferret peers over the edge curiously. A turtle
makes his slow way past, rather unconcerned with the
whole affair. Whose chest is this? Why is it unattended
and open? Aren’t they afraid someone will take them?
Evidently the owner isn’t too concerned. Since this is a
ten, it reflects the Wheel of Fortune, Major Arcana X,
and the end of a cycle. Whoever owns this chest prob-
ably left it for someone else to find. That has a nice,
unified feel to it: they left a chest of pentacles to repay
the universe for the single pentacle given to them long
ago in the form of the Ace of Pentacles.

You have reached the end of a cycle. You’ve learned
all you care to learn, you’ve invested all you want,
you’re ready to move on to something new. Just as you
received a gift to start off, why not share your abun-

dance with someone else?
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Be aware of holding on to things when you’ll never
use them again. The tennis racket was great while you

played—now pass it on to someone new.
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THE

Court Cards

=

.@f& Major Arcana illustrate the major
milestones in our lives. The Minor Arcana show every-
day events. In a sense, these cards set the stage. Al-
though the court cards are part of the Minor Arcana,
they play a different role. The court cards are like the
actors on that stage. They provide personality, repre-
senting either other people involved or aspects of our-
selves. In addition, Pages sometimes indicate messages.
To learn more about the personalities and meanings of
the court cards, see Understanding the Tarot Court by
Mary K. Greer and Tom Little.

Exercise 11

q%ke up a question or situation. Lay

out your court cards and imagine how each one would

answer the question or advise you in the situation.
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Page of Wands

% young man cautiously carries a
wand. He is a little stiff, as if this were a new experience
and he wants to get everything just right. Although
careful, he is not nervous or anxious. He has prepared
for this moment as much as possible and is filled with
confidence.

You are ready to try something new. It may be
something you’ve thought about for some time or have
been reading or studying. It’s time to put your thoughts
into action. You’re well prepared, so go ahead and take
the next step.

Be aware of jumping into something you’re not
ready for. If you haven’t laid the groundwork, you’ll
probably be surprised by unexpected events or ex-
penses.

The Page of Wands can indicate a message, usually
pertaining to your career, a project you’re working on,

or a course of study you are interested in.
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Page of Cups

% young man holds a goblet with ap-
parent carelessness. He adopts a posture of ease and
almost of superiority and defiance. He is facing a mo-
ment of truth and is convinced that he knows best.

You are experiencing an emotional situation, one
that you probably don’t have much experience with.
You have the strength of your convictions and present
an imperturbable face to the outside world. However,
because of your lack of experience, you may feel a little
apprehension under your confident mask.

Be aware of assuming you know everything and ig-
noring advice. Emotions are surprising things. Even if
you think you are prepared, realize that you more than
likely haven’t considered everything. Don’t shun the
advice of someone more experienced.

The Page of Cups can indicate a message, usually
pertaining to a romance, a creative or artistic project,

or an emotionally charged situation.
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Page of Swords

% young man attempts to stand confi-
dently and proudly. He tries to express a sense of disin-
terest, as though he’s done this a thousand times be-
fore. His face, though he doesn’t know it, shows more
apprehension than he’d like it to. Who wouldn’t be a
little nervous? He does have a very large (and poten-
tially dangerous) sword and although he knows how to
wield it in theory, he hasn’t actually used it.

You are ready to face a new challenge. The theory
and logic is clear to you; you have all the tools you
need; you know exactly what to do and how to do it.
Yet you feel inexplicably scared. Your fear isn’t un-
usual, though. There is no substitute for experience—
and that is something you don’t have at this point.
Know that regardless of the outcome, you will have
done the best you possibly can.

Be aware of overanalyzing. Swords are the suit of
the intellect, so there is the danger of thinking about
something so much that you become paralyzed with
WOrry.

The Page of Swords can indicate a message, usually

pertaining to a current problem, issue, or belief system.
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Page of Pentacles

L%oung man holds a pentacle. He ap-
pears almost bored. Although not an adept by any
means, he does have enough experience to start playing
with technique. He does not carefully hold the penta-
cle, instead he barely holds it, as if to see how little he
needs to touch it yet still keep it in place. He is defi-
nitely ready for the next level.

You have been practicing something and are al-
ready quite good at it. Your studies are beginning to
manifest into actual completed projects. You are ready
to present your work to the outside world. Perhaps it’s
time to consider something more complicated and
challenging.

Be aware of becoming careless. Although you do
have skill, you lack the experience that allows one to
perform almost mindlessly. Also, be careful of stagna-
tion. Once you master this level, continue to challenge
yourself and don’t become lazy.

The Page of Pentacles can indicate a message, usu-
ally pertaining to a project you’ve completed, finances,

or resources.
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Knights
=
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Knight of Wands

L}szully armored knight rides confident-
ly and purposefully along. His stance and coloring in-
dicate passion and bravery. He is well rested and ready
to take adventure where he finds it.

Your passion is moving you ahead very quickly.
Whatever you are facing, you are very excited about it.
You feel no fear, although you are certainly feeling a
heady adrenaline rush. You are ready for a grand ad-
venture. If one doesn’t come to you, you will go out
and find it.

Be aware of recklessness. Remember “Fools—and
the Knight of Wands~—rush in where angels fear to

tread.” Just be careful.
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Knight of Cups

% high-spirited knight and his horse
prance around in the twilight. He holds his goblet up
high. This knight is clearly ready for celebrating or
wooing a fair maiden rather than fighting. Governed
by the suit of Cups, this knight is dreamy and roman-
tic. Appearances and ambiance mean as much to him
as skill and bravery. He can wield a poetic phrase as
well as his sword.

You are feeling very romantic. You are more inter-
ested in candles, decadent dinners, and lofty declara-
tions of love than usual. Celebrating the beautiful and
sensual experiences of life is just as necessary as any
other experience. Enjoy!

Be aware of daydreaming when you shouldn’t.
Don’t let romantic ideals take you away from your
path. It’s one thing to celebrate a dream-come-true feel-
ing in your life; it’s another to chase after dreams that

can never be.
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Knight of Swords

z%e is the quintessential questing
knight. He holds his energetic steed in check as he dra-
matically lifts his sword—he is ready for action. Since
Swords are ruled by the intellect, it makes sense that
his quest is overseen by an owl, a bird often associated
with wisdom. He has turned his back on everything ex-
cept his quarry. He is focused and committed. Nothing
better get in his way.

You are in the midst of something. You know ex-
actly what you want to do and precisely how you are
going to do it. You are very single-minded right now.
Your goal is in sight.

Be aware of being so focused that you miss new de-
velopments in the situation. Pay attention to what is
going on around you. There is a danger of ignoring or

being insensitive to those around you.
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Knight of Pentacles

L%re than the other knights, this one
is in a defensive posture. He has been through battles
and adventures and is probably ready to rest awhile,
Although not in the middle of a battle, this knight is
alert and diligent. He will always guard himself and
whatever or whomever else needs protecting.

You have fought some battles and enjoyed some ad-
ventures. Now you’d like to rest and regroup, maybe
spend some time enjoying quieter, more domestic
scenes. Take some time off and make yourself feel safe,
if necessary. You may need to adopt a protective or de-
fensive stance.

Be aware of resting on your laurels or stagnating. If
you had a traumatic experience, do not let it paralyze

you or become an excuse for not moving forward.
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Queen of Wands

%erene but alert woman guards a pil-
lar topped with flames. She holds her wand in a calmly
protective fashion in front of the pillar. She is not only
ready for action, but actively scanning the horizon,
seeking it out.

Your passion is quietly contained, ready to burst out
at any minute. You are seeking an outlet for your en-
ergy. This may be in the form of a new project of your
own or helping someone with an exciting undertaking.
You love activity for its own sake, and you are not ad-
verse to public admiration as a result of your skills and
brilliant personality.

Be aware of ego and the desire for advancement, be
it social or career related. Although you are a true and

loyal friend, your ego can get in the way.
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Queen of Cups

Momantic-looking woman gazes into
the distance, seeing something as if in a dream. Slightly
tragic in her moody environment, she almost has the
look of an ill-fated princess in a fairy tale or a woman
deeply concerned for the welfare of others.

Your heart is engaged, whether in deep concern for
loved ones or about your own emotional well-being.
Although things around you may not seem perfect,
there is a sensual beauty to the situation. Perhaps you
are concerned about the longevity of a relationship (ro-
mantic or otherwise). Look to the needs of your heart.

Be aware of becoming bewitched by your own emo-
tions. Do not let them overshadow reality to such an
extent that you don’t see what’s really going on. Be
careful in your concern for others. Sometimes people
have to make their own mistakes. They may be in dan-

ger of being smothered by your overly attentive care.
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Queen of Swords

daf confident woman stands with her
sword poised but not threatening. Light glints off her
sword and crown, showing a relationship between
truth (the light of the sun), her thoughts (her crown),
and her actions (her sword). She is slightly on guard
but not so much that she is fearful of the world.

You have used your mind, truth, and logical think-
ing to create order in your world. You’ve taken your
suffering and joys and married them to a useful philos-
ophy so that you are at ease in the world. You are a
good and helpful friend, although some may say you
lack emotion.

Be aware of depending too much on order. Remem-
ber to be flexible when things don’t go your way.
Allow others to behave as they believe right. Your
ways are not everyone’s ways. Do not divorce yourself

from your emotions in an effort to protect yourself.
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Queen of Pentacles

L/Mstately woman holds a pentacle with
quiet pride. Her face is self-satisfied, almost (but not
quite) smug. Like the Queen of Swords, she has a
strong, self-contained confidence.

You have worked hard and well. You have created a
life filled with physical pleasures and beauty through
your skills and careful budgeting of resources. You
take great pride in your practicality. People around you
enjoy the fruits of your labor. And although this gives
you pleasure, you get just as much satisfaction from
the results of your endeavors.

Be aware of becoming fixated on end results and
losing all joy in the process of creating. There is a dan-
ger of worrying about money too much. While it’s wise
to be careful, don’t become obsessed with frugality.
And don’t sacrifice your spiritual, creative, and emo-

tional life on the altar of practicality.
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King of Wands

% strong-willed man sits comfortably
in his throne gazing at his flame-tipped wand. He is
mesmerized by it, to the exclusion of all else.

You are focused, determined, and driven. Something
has your full attention and you are channeling all your
energy and skills in that direction. You have a strong
sense that you are right in all things concerning this
venture. Your ambition or social needs are engaged.
For now, that is all that matters.

Be aware of believing that you are right, that your
way is the only way. There is a danger of becoming

overly bossy or intolerant of others.
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King of Cups

%lightly melancholy king lounges on
his throne, staring at his cup. Although he has much
power, he seems to be missing something.

You are fortunate in your achievements. You have
accomplished much, and built a good business or ca-
reer for yourself. Perhaps you have a stable, loving
family life. These things give you much satisfaction,
but there is a longing in your heart. It is as if in gaining
power and accomplishments, you have lost touch with
your creative side. Seek an artistic or creative outlet,
and nurture your emotions.

Be aware of focusing on what you don’t have. If you
look at only the things that are missing in your life
(such as personal, creative projects), you can grow bit-
ter and resentful. You may neglect your existing oblig-
ations if you give in to pouting and self-obsession

rather than workable solutions.
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King of Swords

z/% appealing man half-sits on his
throne, leaning heavily on his sword. The sword seems
to be more support than the throne. He is a charismatic
man, exuding confidence, intelligence, and power.

Your intelligence is at the core of your persona. You
have used it well to create a successful life for yourself
and those associated with you. Your wisdom benefits
others and you are comfortable sharing your ideas and
opinions.

Be aware of letting your intelligence define you in
full. Seek a bit more balance in your own self-image
and your dealings with others. Be careful, too, of be-
coming a snob. Your mind is powerful but, if turned

inward too much, you may be prone to paranoia.
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King of Pentacles

L/Q{ listless man sits impatiently on his
throne. He’s gazing into the distance and not paying
any attention to his environment. He holds his staff
loosely, as if he doesn’t care if he wields it or not.

You enjoy the finer things in life and are willing to
work hard for them. Although you want the best, you
don’t expect it handed to you. At this point, you have
worked hard and long; you’ve wielded your authority
and talent wisely. You would like to set down responsi-
bility, if even for just a while, and indulge yourself in
the good things life has to offer.

Be aware of becoming lazy or dependent on mater-
ial possessions. Your love of luxury could overcome
your practical nature and lead to debt. Although you
may be seduced by the good life, you’ll find that it

alone cannot satisfy you.
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THE

Spreads
==

%eads provide the framework for the
answers, information, and advice you seek. Your ques-
tion will help determine the spread you’ll use. Before
you start, look at the five spreads in this chapter and se-
lect the most appropriate. If none here fit the situation,

try pulling one card for it or try making up a spread.

Exercise 12

%ctice designing a spread. Imagine
that a friend has an opportunity to take a trip at a
great price. She doesn’t have the money on hand and
would have to borrow it (probably using her credit
card). The trip is one she’s wanted to take for some
time. She wants help in deciding whether or not to go.

What spread would you design?
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The Three-Card Spread
=

The three-card spread has many variations and is
adaptable to many situations. Some of the most com-

mon variants are:

The Spreads
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The Past, Present,
Future Spread

% this spread to get a picture of how a
situation came into being and what is the most likely
outcome if everything stays as it is. By examining the
past and present energy, you can work to facilitate the

possible outcome or find ways to alter that course.
1. Past Influences
2. Present Situation

3. Future Possibilities
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The Body, Mind,
Spirit Spread

_?/;is spread is useful when you feel a bit
out of balance and want to pinpoint the area that

needs attention. It’s kind of a holistic thermometer.
Once you’ve determined the problem, you can either
do another spread to find options to address the issue

or simply pull a single card for advice.
1. Body
2. Mind

3. Spirit
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Choices Spread

%en you have a dilemma, situation, or
question with two distinct choices, use this spread to
help get a clear picture. From it you can sometimes
find facets of the dilemma you hadn’t considered be-
fore, and ramifications of each choice. If you still feel
unclear, pull a fourth, random card to indicate a third

choice you may not have thought of yet.
1. Dilemma or question
2. Choice A
3. Choice B
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Celtic Cross Spread

.%s spread is very popular; it can sim-
ply and clearly assess a problem, what caused the
problem, and what the outcome may be. It is limiting
in that it does not provide information on how to
change the outcome. The Celtic Cross spread can be a
useful starting point. Once you’ve seen the snapshot of
the situation, you can use the cards to gain more detail
or insight.

There are many variations on this spread, but the

one below is very common.
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Briefly, here are the meanings of the positions:

1.

10.

11.

SIGNIFICATOR (optional): The significator is
considered optional by many readers (see page

23 for information on significators).

. YOU: This card represents you in relation to the

question.

. CROSSING: This card indicates the conflict.

. FOUNDATION: The card here will illustrate

the basis of the problem or issue.

. PAST: Here you will find significant influences

from the past that shape the current problem.

. PRESENT: The present forces affecting the

situation.

. FUTURE: Here are forces that will affect the

outcome.

. YOURSELF: This card is your self-image, which

may be different from the “you” in card two.
Self-image does not always reflect the inner you.

. ENVIRONMENT: This is how others see you in

this situation.

HOPES AND FEARS: Here is the card illus-
trating either what you most hope for or most
fear.

OUTCOME: This card indicates the probable
outcome, if all things remain as they are at the

moment of the reading.
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If any card in the spread puzzles you, you can pull
another card from the deck as a clarifier. Be clear about
what you want clarified when you draw the card. For
example, if the card in the Hopes and Fears position
puzzles you, determine what exactly you want to
know. Do you want to know more about the fear? Do
you want to know how you can best overcome the
fear? Remember, the question asked is important; if
you are uncertain about what you are seeking, your
reading may feel muddled or ambiguous.

Another technique that can be helpful is to take the
card in question and set it aside. Shuffle the rest of the
deck and pull three cards, again being clear in your

mind about what information you want from the tarot.
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Daily Spread

@/;signed by Kathie Vyvyan and used
with permission. Kathie created the daily spread be-
cause she wanted a simple spread that wasn’t too over-
whelming to do every day but that was specific enough
to give her in-depth answers and reflections.

In addition to being a great daily spread, it is also a
handy tool to help learn the cards and hone your tarot-
reading skills. Kathie does this reading each morning,
noting the cards selected and her interpretations in her
journal. She tries to predict events that might happen
based on the cards. At night, she uses a different color
pen and compares what actually happened with her

predictions.

4
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. WORKS: Pertains to things you accomplish in a
day (whether at a job or personal tasks).

. HOME: Reflects people and activities connected
with your home and home life.

. UNEXPECTED: Indicates surprises and unex-
pected events.

. YOUR ROLE: Represents your mood, actions,
or reactions to events and people that fill your

day.
. OUTCOME: Shows the outcome of the day;

often predicts a lesson learned or a spiritual

revelation.
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