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38 Linda Blood 

a sociopolitical level, they got themselves into trouble with 
the authorities by ridiculing the rich and powerful. 

As these beliefs spread throughout Europe they influenced 
more powerful sects, such as the Cathars, a flourishing reli- 
gious movement in southern France in the twelfth century, 
which taught that the God of the Old Testament was actually 
Satan, rival of the ultimate God and creator of the material 
world. Much of the Cathars' popularity was based on their 
reputation for honesty and good deeds, and they attracted 
many followers who felt oppressed by the Church and feudal 
society. Although the Cathar initiates called Perfects were 
ascetics, lower-level Cathars were permitted to live relatively 
normal lives. Those who were unwilling to practice absti- 
nence were allegedly encouraged to engage in unorthodox 
sexual activities that would not result in conception, and 
they gained a reputation for sexual perversion. Some gnostics 
believed that their special "knowledge" made them gods who 
could not be corrupted by anything they did. 

The Cathars repudiated the Catholic Mass because they 
believed that the sacraments were the creation of Satan. What 
became the infamous satanic black mass may owe part of its 
origins to the secret practices of Cathar priests and other 
heretics who tampered with the Mass in order to reverse its 
meaning and insult the God it was meant to worship. Whether 
any of these sects actually worshiped Satan is unknown, but 
the combined religious and political threat they represented 
gave rise to the Inquisition, instituted in 1233 by Pope Greg- 
ory IX to suppress heretics. When the Inquisition dealt with 
witchcraft, it treated it primarily as a challenge to Church 
authority. The later Protestant witchcraft persecutions were 
more concerned with alleged pacts with the Devil and the 
malevolent use of occult powers. 

Modem neopagans contend that much of the turmoil over 
satanism grew out of the persecution of their forerunners, the 
holdouts who continued to practice the ancient pagan fertility 
religion. This claim has been disputed by scholars, but while 
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it is doubtful that much in the way of organized preservation 
of the old pagan faith survived into the Middle Ages, it is 
certain that many pagan myths, beliefs, customs, and supersti- 
tions lived on in folk traditions that were opposed by the 
Church. Some scholars believe that by the fourteenth century, 
certain gnostic beliefs and practices had combined with rem- 
nants of pagan rites to form the "witches' sabbat," a major 
outdoor ceremony honoring a Satan-like figure known as the 
"god of the serfs." While bearing only limited resemblance 
to what would now be called a black mass, the sabbat was 
said to include elements such as sacrifice of animals, use of 
hallucinogenic herbs, blasphemous parodies of the Catholic 
Mass, and wild dancing and sex orgies that later turned up in 
various versions of the classic satanic rite. Whether cannibal- 
ism and child sacrifice actually occurred at the sabbats, the 
lurid descriptions provided by accused witches appear to have 
inspired "copycat" rituals by satanists in more recent centu- 
ries. 

While the term witch in centuries past was usually associ- 
ated with the Devil, witch was not a synonym for satanist. 
There were satanist witches who worshipped Satan and be- 
lieved they shared in his power, nonsatanist "black witches" 
whose focus was on the employment of malicious magic, and 
witches who claimed to use "white" magic only for purposes 
of healing. But for centuries, the term witch has been used 
rather loosely to describe anyone who believes he or she 
possesses occult powers. The Church has tended to condemn 
all such powers as demonic usurpations of the power of God, 
but it is specifically because people believe that magic can be 
used to do harm as well as good that witches have been feared 
since ancient times. The Greeks and Romans believed that 
witches could use magic to blight crops, cause bad weather, 
kill animaIs and people, and influence sexual activity. While 
today's law does not consider such alleged powers to have 
any basis in fact, in the Middle Ages, and even in later 
centuries, sorcery and witchcraft were believed to be effective 
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42 Linda Blood 

the true construction of the solar system. So, while many 
farsighted people did decry the ignorant beliefs that fueled 
the persecutions, many others, equally intelligent, defended 
the trials and executions. Both their theological concepts and 
their understanding of the nature of reality allowed for the 
possibility of supernatural feats of malice. Due to widespread 
ignorance and misunderstanding, it was common for people 
to believe that they and others had supernatural powers. Virtu- 
ally everyone believed that "witches" had such powers and 
that hordes of demons were roaming about looking for a 
chance to possess the unwary. To this we owe some of the 
confessions-both voluntary and those obtained under tor- 
ture-of people who really did believe themselves to be 
witches. 

Both Catholics and Protestants believed in a satanic con- 
spiracy to defeat true Christianity. During the earlier centu- 
ries, the Catholic Church had tried to discourage belief in 
witchcraft as a deception of Satan. But by the time the witch 
mania ended, the pendulum had swung to the other side, 
and it was those who refused to believe in the existence of 
witchcraft who were viewed with suspicion. 

Whatever truths may have been included in the accusations 
of witchcraft, here indeed was an example of the cure being 
worse than the disease. The massive tragedy of the witch 
hunts obscured the fact that, in many cases, real criminal 
activity was uncovered amid the persecutions. Witch hunt has 
become a synonym for a spurious investigation based on mass 
hysteria. At a distance of three centuries, the legacy of the 
witch hunt terror still poisons the debate over satanic crime 
and ritual abuse. 

But as the witch mania began to collapse at the end of the 
seventeenth century under the weight of public enlighten- 
ment, more cases involving true criminal activity began to 
come to light. The most spectacular of these occurred in 
France during the reign of King Louis XIV and is known as 
the Affair of the Poisons. This case was explicitly conducted 
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as a criminal prosecution, not a witchcraft persecution, and 
featured many striking parallels with today's accounts of rit- 
ual abuse, sacrifice, and generational satanism linked to other 
forms of crime such as drug trafficking and child pornogra- 
phy - 

In seventeenth-century Europe, poison was the perfect mur- 
der weapon. Virtually undetectable by the primitive methods 
of the time, a lethal substance was free to do its work rela- 
tively unhampered by the few and unreliable antidotes that 
might be administered to the victim. Poison was the weapon 
of choice of the unscrupulous sorcerers who infested the crim- 
inal underworld, but its devotees could also be found at the 
top of the social ladder. 

By 1678 a series of suspicious deaths had shaken the upper 
levels of French society. The priests of Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris were sufficiently alarmed to inform the authorities 
that poisoning now led the list of sins they were hearing in 
the confessional. Police raids on suspected poison operations 
turned up a motley collection of miscreants, including chem- 
ists and alchemists, astrologers, palm-readers, fortune-tellers, 
sorcerers, necromancers, and satanists. Among them were a 
number of corrupt priests. 

One night a Paris attorney attended a party at which a 
drunken reveler named Marie Bosse boasted that she could 
retire a rich woman after she supplied a few more well-heeled 
clients with poison. He reported the incident to a friend in 
the police department, who sent a female decoy to pose as a 
client. When she obtained a vial of poison on her second visit, 
the police raided Bosse's house. There they found dozens 
of vats and vials containing arsenic, mercury, nitric acid, 
hemlock, belladonna, digitalis, mandrake root, and other 
deadly poisons. The stuff of death spells was there too: Be- 
sides the usual powdered toad, bat, and snake, there were 
nail clippings, bone splinters, jugs of human blood, excre- 
ment, urine, and semen, plus slabs of hanged-man's fat. The 
police arrested the whole family-Bosse and her daughter and 
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56 Linda Blood 

tana social worker named James Schlosser-the previous 
owner of the finger bone found in Baker's pocket. 

Meanwhile, the year 1966 marked the formation of the 
organization that would officially orchestrate the public com- 
ing-out of satanism. Anton LaVey's Church of Satan, from 
which most of today's active "religious" satanic groups are 
directly descended, was dismissed as a "joke" by most of 
the media. Had they been granted the power to see how events 
would unfold a few years down the road, perhaps they would 
not have been quite so quick to label LaVey a con artist and 
buffoon. 

C H A P T E R  T H R E E  

Anton's Babies: 
The Church of Satan 

and Its Offshoots 

Walpurgisnacht (April 30) is a busy night on the satanist 
calendar. That date in 1966 is counted as the "Year One" by 
many modem satanists. It was on that night that a former 
carnival performer and lion tamer who had dropped his first 
name, Howard, for the more sinisterly alluring moniker An- 
ton Szandor LaVey, ceremoniously proclaimed himself high 
priest of the first official American Church of Satan. LaVey's 
"church" met in his Victorian row house on California Street 
in San Francisco, which was painted solid black, in stark 
contrast to the rest of the neighborhood. There, LaVey, 
decked our in a red satin devil's cape with a homed hood, 

1 presided over satanic weddings, baptisms, and funerals and 
conducted satanic religious rites before an altar that doubled 
as the mantelpiece of his living room fireplace. Assuming 
the horizontal position was the Church of Satan's "living 
altar," a nude woman, symbolic of the "pleasures of the 
flesh." 

Years spent as a carny had taught LaVey the value of hype, 
and the Halloween-ball atmosphere of flashy, gaudy "devil- 
worship" that always surrounded the Church of Satan served 
several purposes. First and foremost, it guaranteed attention. 
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66 Linda Blood 

ings focused mainly on subjects such as ancient Egypt, de- 
monology, vampirism, Nazism, and the entire historical 
spectrum of occultism and satanism. Aquino, who believes 
that "every silver cloud has its dark lining," is particularly 
adept at infusing this midnight world with a sort of Wagnerian 
grandiosity. His formidable intellect is combined with the 
ability to wrap his brand of satanism in an aura of romantic 
rebellion and misunderstood nobility. 

The Temple of Set may be the most familiar offshoot of 
the Church of Satan, but since the late 1960s dozens of other 
spin-off satanic groups have come and, usually, gone. Most 
of these minicults have been energetic but short-lived expres- 
sions of their founders' power fantasies. However, they share 
one consistent characteristic: While few of them qualify as 
overtly racist or anti-Semitic, most can be classified as "hate 
groups" on account of their wide-ranging, obsessive hostility 
toward outsiders and vituperative condemnation of the entire 
spectrum of Judeo-Christian religious culture. 

How often these attitudes translate into destructive behavior 
is a matter of debate. The Church of Satan and the Temple 
of Set insist that they demand certain standards of conduct 
from their members and strongly deny any suggestion that 
they engage in criminal activity under the banner of satanism. 
However, some troubled individuals may have fallen through 
the holes in their vaunted screening processes. 

In May 1991, the police department of East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, received complaints from occupants of an 
apartment house that they were being terrorized by a satanic 
cult operating out of the basement. Investigating officers were 
confronted with the head of a dead cat that had been affixed 
to the mailbox. Once inside the basement apartment, they 
arrested Joseph Criscione and Joseph Almeida, both in their 
early twenties. The two had been seen toting dead snakes and 
cats into the building and had boasted of killing dozens of 
animals. Two tenants of the basement apartment, Mark Bo- 
telho and Michael Steele, complained that Criscione and Al- 
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meida had forced their way into the place and threatened 
them. They told police that Criscione and Almei& were Satan , 

worshippers and that Criscione claimed to be a demon and to 
have had sex with corpses. 

The police executed a search warrant and acquired a collec- 
tion of animal bones, books on satanism and the occult, a 
chalice, candles, a glass jar of what appeared to be blood, 
several pieces of jewelry, a dead snake, and, of course, the 
cat head. Two days later, Botelho and Steele were also ar- 
rested and charged with conspiracy to commit cruelty to ani- 
mals. The police declined to accept their claim that Criscione 
and Almeida had coerced them into participating in satanic 
activities, especially after Almeida provided a grisly descrip- 
tion of an outdoor ritual in which a cat was tortured and 
killed, its blood poured into a chalice and passed among all 
four young men. 

Michael Steele told police that at Criscione's apartment in 
Providence he had seen bags of dirt and a gravestone that had 
been lifted from a cemetery in that city. A second warrant 
i m e d  for these "ritual items used in violation of law" pro- 
duced the headstone of one John Wester, several leather 
pouches full of soil allegedly taken from the graveyard, and 
notebooks filled with incriminating entries. Criscione and his 
sidekick, Almeida, were charged with breaking and entering 
and grave desecration. ' 

When the evidence from the two apartments arrived at the 
police station, it was examined by Detective Sergeant Ed- 
mund Pierce, the Warwick, Rhode Island, Police Depart- 
ment's resident expert on occult- and satanism-related crime. 
Pierce, who has amassed a sizable collection of confiscated 
occult paraphernalia, readily identified the items as the irnple- 
ments and literature of a "Satan-worship group." When he 
showed me photographs of the jewelry that had been confis- 
cated I identified a large white enamel medallion bearing an 
inverse pentagram as a first-degree membership medallion of 
the type specially made for and issued by the Temple of Set. 
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70 Linda Blood 

lover that it is only when he makes her suffer that she feels 
safe. "Now you must learn to relish my tears," she insists, 
for he is a god to her and must assume godly powers over her 
life. In Aquino's interpretation, she "willingly endures the 
ordeals . . . simply because her lover wishes her to, then 
emerges not as slave but as goddess for the three men . . . 
who are devoted to her." 

Most other satanic groups are openly sexual, and many 
display a misogynistic perspective in which women are re- 
duced to little more than pliant receptacles for libidinous 
males or, alternatively, as scheming, domineering gold-dig- 
gers. Women, even when willing participants, are chronically 
demeaned as "symbolic sacrifices" at satanic sex rituals. Sex 
is used as a way to connect with the powers of darkness by 
erotically exercising power over others. When the other side 
of the coin comes up, it is usually in the form of "feminist" 
satanists who focus on using "women's wiles" to manipulate 
rich men. Thus, all relationships between men and women 
are reduced to power games in which the woman trades beauty 
and sex for cash. 

Characterizing this approach is the Temple of the Elite, 
founded by Lynn Nelson. In 1986, Michael Aquino expelled 
her from the Temple of Set for "misconduct." He has more 
recently complained of her blatant imitation of Temple of Set 
materials, which Nelson cheerfully acknowledges. For her 
part, Nelson projects a gung-ho, cynical pragmatism that is 
startling even in a satanist. Her Temple of the Elite's particu- 
lar brand of satanic magic, which she calls the Red Arts, is 
focused largely on the image of the conniving woman who 
cultivates her sex appeal for fun and profit, with a noticeable 
slant toward the dominatrix model. According to Nelson, men 
are just "horny, oversexed, hungry high animals" and the 
well-educated Elitist should exercise the "true whoredom" 
that will reward her with all the money and luxuries she 
deserves. 

Other satanists prefer the unvarnished huckster approach. 
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Among the most hilariously shrill is the Continental Associa- 
tion of Satan's Hope-CASH for short-a group operating 
out of a post office box in Montreal. CASH uses the symbols 
of the Church of Satan in its logo, although there seems to 
be no formal connection. Its promotional flyer is a classic 
example of satanist snake-oil salesmanship: 

Let CASH end your financial problems! . . . What- 
ever you need or want, our lord Satan can get it for 
you quickly and easily! . . . The infernal power of 
our lord Satan can realize your deepest ambitions! 
. . . Let his infernal power bring you expensive jew- 

I elry, cars, fantastic expense-free vacations! . . . You 
can use Satanic power to dominate others! Control 
your boss where you work! Make someone love you! 
Attract women! Attract men! 

Satanists such as these place less value on talent, integrity, 
and hard work than on cultivating a fantasy of utilizing de- 
monic powers to defeat one's competition. 

Indeed, even some satanists openly admit that many of 
their fellow devotees are, in the words of one former Church 
of Satan member, "sleazy, manipulative, cruel, and unethi- 
cal." Despite the strident claims that "real" satanists do not 
engage in child molestation or other destructive behavior, the 
pages of satanist periodicals are filled with testimonials like 
those of the forty-two-year-old man who exulted that his 
"passions for young girls, incest, girl-on-girl, girls with ani- 
mals, and many other forms of erotic [sic] are caused by a 
'Devil' within me," to whom he gleefully pledged allegiance. 
While these traits do not characterize all satanists, they are 
certainly prevalent enough to encourage caution and skepti- 
cism when evaluating satanists' claims to "ethical" princi- 
ples. 

Satanic groups feud with one another continually and have 
for years carried on a running dispute with elements of the 
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that had been put together by Genesis P. Orridge and other 
members of Thee Temple ov Psychick Youth, including Or- 
ridge's wife, Paula, who took part willingly in the S&M 
scenes. Not that there was anything surprising about that 
revelation. The Orridges are dedicated enthusiasts of the fast- 
growing counterculture fad of body piercing, genitals and all, 
which they flaunted in an article featured in the "Modern 
Primitives" issue of RelSearch. The Mail characterized the 
Orridges and TOPY as "lewd, disgusting people involved in 
all types of extreme sexual behaviour." But they were not 
known to be child abusers, the Mail insisted. 

About one hundred copies of the video reportedly had been 
circulating throughout the sexually deviant underground for 
several years. The occult subculture reacted to the misidenti- 
fication with crows of triumph and derision. As for the Or- 
ridges, they were on vacation in Thailand when the police 
raided their apartment and carted away a truckload of evi- 
dence. 

In 1984, Nikolas Schreck and his partner, Zeena LaVey, 
daughter of Church of Satan founder Anton LaVey, founded 
a group called the Werewolf Order. Its motto is "to unleash 
the beast in man," and it promotes a vision pf supermen 
and slaves patterned explicitly on the relationship between 
predators and prey, extrapolated into the realm of human 
interaction, where it has no proper place. 

Zeena was publicly baptized into satanism by her father 
when she was three. Taking her origins very seriously indeed, 
she sees herself as a born satanist, a "magical child" sired 
by a "daemonic energy" for which her father was but the 
unwitting agent. As part of her education as a proper satanic 
young lady, Zeena's father taught her how to crack a bullwhip 
by age nine, "so by the time I was eleven I was already 
attracting boys who needed to be told what to do." 

Zeena took up with Charles Manson enthusiast Nikolas 
Schreck sometime in the 1980s. For a while, they acted as 
spokespersons for the Church of Satan, which returned the 
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compliment by distributing Werewolf Order literature. But 
eventually Zeena openly broke with her father, and in a con- 
ciliatory letter to former adversary Michael Aquino, she an- 
nounced that on April 30, 1990-Walpurgisnacht, that date 
often reserved on the satanist calender for events of great 
import-she had "officially and ritually" called it quits both 
as Church of Satan spokesperson and as Anton LaVey's 
daughter. 

In Zeena's view, LaVey is a cynical charlatan, good for 
nothing beyond impregnating Zeena's mother, Diane, a natu- 
ral sorceress who Zeena alleges was the real power behind 
the Church of Satan. But beneath all this satanic-soap-opera 
bickering there is another, more ominous theme. As codiiec- 
tor with Schreck of the Werewolf Order, Zeena-who has 
been called the Fuhrerin of the satanist movement-is casting 
aside the "Eastern and negative Judeo-Christian imagery" of 
the Church of Satan in favor of the "Western European magi- 
cal tradition" -in this context, a euphemism for Teutonic 
mythology. 

The Werewolf Order shares with the Manson family a 
belief in the sacred liberating power of embracing fear: "Fear 
is the key to enlightenment and only by befriending it can the 
mind be totally free. Terror. Dread. Horror: these are the 
magical tools of the initiate in the process of attaining mastery 
of the soul. " 

In keeping with their belief in "the monster as sacred 
archetype and liberating symbol of all that is forbidden," 
the Werewolf Order's symbol is the Fenris Wolf of Norse 
mythology. Spawn of the god Loki, raised in Asgard, the 
home of the gods, the Fenris Wolf grew so huge and fierce 
that he temfied the gods themselves. When they tried to bind 
him up, he snapped through every fetter until at last he was 
bound with a chain made of all the silent and secret things of 
the world. At the time of Ragnarok-the destruction of the 
gods in Norse mythology, heralded by hatred, incest, murder, 
and warfare-the great Wolf will break the chain and devour 
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the world. The Fenris Wolf is the very image of apocalypse, 
fitting for the Werewolf Order, which claims to represent the 
sacred forces of destruction: "From the fall of Atlantis to the 
rise of the Third Reich and beyond, we have monitored and 
engineered every 'catastrophe' and 'disaster' that has blessed 
mankind." - 

This barbaric mythology supports the Werewolf Order's 
goal of creating "an international network of men and women 
of action dedicated to the creation of a new Satanic world 
order." To this end, "an unholy war for dominion of this 
earth" will be waged by the "warrior priests and priestesses" 
of the order, the "lone wolves who shun the bovine herd of 
humankind and seek to fulfill their ancient legacy of power 
and mastery of the world." 

Estimates of the current size and composition of the Were- 
wolf Order are hard to come by, given the group's extremely 
secretive nature and the implications of its membership pol- 
icy. The order scorns public recruiting and advocates proselyt- 
izing primarily among one's friends and immediate family. 
The resulting "wolfpacks" are referred to as "WO Dens." 
Naturally, in keeping with the wolfpack metaphor, Schreck 
and Zeena see themselves as the Alpha male and female of 
the movement, in charge of a worldwide network of WO 
Dens. The Werewolf Order maintains a headquarters in Los 
Angeles and also has a base of operations in Europe. 

Rehabilitating individuals who have come to personify evil 
incarnate in the minds of most people is a virtual obsession 
among satanists. Adolf Hitler is one favorite; Charles Manson 
is another. On August 8, 1988, the Werewolf Order co- 
sponsored a public ritual celebration that included a video 
dramatization of the murder of Sharon Tate and others by 
members of the Manson family. While this was being shown, 
Zeena and Anton (who were still on speaking terms) stood 
with other satanists onstage and read from The Satanic Bible. 
Whenever the subject of the "8-8-88" satanic extravaganza 
comes up, Zeena and Schreck try to explain away criticism 
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of the event as "simpiistic" carping by those who fail to 
realize that the Church of Satan was "the last bastion of 
order" in the freewheeling sixties. 

The Werewolf Order's media m s ,  Radio Werewolf and 
Video Werewolf, market much of their output through AES- 
NIHIL Productions of California. The moniker is short for 
Aesthetic Nihilism. AES-NIHIL is devoted to the distribution 
of material extolling the virtues of murder and mayhem. One 
of their favorite subjects is Charles Manson. Others include 
Jim Jones and the People's Temple massacre, satanism, mass 
murder, serial killers, racial conflict, drugs, pornography, 
vampirism, and a collection of O.T.O. rituals. There is also 
a special category entitled "The Nazi Dream Quest for Un- 
known Perfection," which includes such classics as the vi- 
cious Nazi anti-Semitic propaganda film The Eternal Jew. 

In the late 1980s, the Werewolf Order's demonic duo took 
to promoting their ideas on the television talk-show circuit. 
Around Halloween 1988, Nick and Zeena appeared on the 
now infamous Geraldo Rivera two-hour television special on 
satanism. Zeena sat on the stage next to Michael Aquino 
and persistently insisted that real satanists never actually do 
anything bad. 

Schreck was interviewed via satellite from the West Coast. 
Dressed entirely in black, his dyed blond hair pinched into a 
sharp widow's peak, he spoke in a flat, emotionless voice. 
His brief comments certainly served to set a tone that might 
make one wonder about the consistency between the beliefs 
of satanists and their alleged actions-or lack of it. "We 
would like to see most of the human race killed off, because 
it is unworthy of the gift of life," Schreck sneered, demon- 
strating his fondness for Hitlerian phrases. "A bloodbath 
would be a cleansing and a purification of a planet that has 
been dirtied and degraded for too long." 

Around Halloween 1989, Nick and Zeena were back on 
television to expand on this theme with Sally Jessy Raphael. 
The haughty Schreck's now-thinning widow's peak was black 
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with teenagers involved in satanism. By her estimate, more 
than sixty-five satanic cults have been identified in the greater 
Phoenix area alone. The level of involvement runs the gamut 
from dabbling to a committed, secretive satanist lifestyle. 
While most of these cults are relatively harmless, Carter 
warns parents not to assume that their kids are just going 
through a phase if they become involved in satanism, but to 
look for the deeper, underlying problems before the phase 
can become an obsession. Neglecting the problem can cany 
a high price. 

At the dabbler level Carter encounters bright but "overin- 
dulged middle-class kids," usually boys starting at about age 
fourteen, with above-average IQs ranging from 125 to 150 
and a creative bent usually expressed in artistic and literary 
skills. This is the kid who doesn't make the sports team, the 
invisible kid with few friends who feels alienated from his 
classmates, his school, and his family. He is searching for 
something to fill that void, and if what he finds is The Satanic 
Bible, with its exaltation of rebellious indulgence, then away 
he goes. He finds other dabblers and together they begin 
to experiment with destruction rituals aimed at unpopular 
teachers. Maybe they get lucky and their target coincidentally 
meets with a mishap. Hey, this stuff works! Now they are 
swaggering around the halls clad head to toe in black, sporting 
mysterious jewelry, communicating with one another in the 
secret languages of the occult, and flaunting an air of menace 
and newfound confidence. They suddenly find themselves the 
center of attention, largely because they have now metamor- 
phosed into something too weird to ignore. 

All too often their experimentation takes a more ominous 
t h ,  especially when the kids involved are grappling with 
more serious problems. In 1990, seven members of the Le- 
gion of Doom, a communal band of West Palm Beach youths, 
were charged with attempted murder for beating an eighteen- 
year-old member who had dated outside the qroup. This was 
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1 a capital offense according to the rules of the legion, which 
exhibited what police described as "satanic overtones." 

Another group that Hellen Carter encountered, the Holly- 
wood Vampires, consisted of middle-class teens who filed 
their incisors to a point, sucked blood from one another, and 
executed forays into local blood centers. This is not an iso- 
lated example; self-mutilation and blood drinking have be- 
come as common a feature of adolescent satanic ritual as 

1 candles and chanting. Dodging the AIDS virus thus becomes 
an integral part of this ritualized dance of death, and it is only 
one of the hazards. Police all over the country recognize that 
kids who move on to rituals involving animal sacrifice or 
criminal activities, such as grave desecration, invariably get 
into drug and alcohol abuse as well because, as Carter puts 
it, "How many of you can go out into a cemetery at midnight 
or one o'clock and take the head off a cat and not be loaded 
in some way?" 

Satanism has also b e ~ o ~ e , a  factor to consider in the sui- 
cides of adolescents who have left notes explaining that they 
killed themselves in order to meet Satan, sometimes in the 
hope that the Prince of Darkness would grant them irnmortal- 
ity as reincarnated beings commanding legions of demons. In 
a few cases, adolescents who have formed their own cults 
have threatened their parents with mass suicide if their activi- 
ties were interfered with. While such threats are rarely carried 
out, they indicate the potential deadliness of the combination 
of peer-group pressure and satanic ideation. 

In February 1992, columnist Jack Anderson reported that 
U.S. military officials had uncovered a clique of teenage 
Satan-worshippers at Howard Air Force Base in Panama. The 
teens, ranging in age from thirteen to fifteen, were students 
at Curundu Junior High School, which is run by the Defense 
Department. Most were children of military personnel sta- 
tioned at the base. The other kids at the school considered 
them "really weird"-clad all in black, adorned with jewelry 
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in the form of upended crosses, they drank, smoked pot, and 
generally got into trouble. They also recruited, infiltrating 
meetings of Christian student groups in an effort to lure kids 
into their own cabal. Their rituals, in which they cut them- 
selves and exchanged blood, included animal sacrifices with 
an exotic twist, since one of the wild animals chosen was a 
coati-mundi, a raccoonlike creature native to Panama. Armed 
with camcorders, they also conducted forays into human and 
pet cemeteries and videotaped themselves opening graves. 

Rumors about the cult apparently circulated for weeks, but 
most of the noninvolved kids were afraid to talk about it, 
especially after hearing of the animal sacrifices and cemetery 
raids. Things reportedly progressed to the point where five of 
the cult kids formed a suicide pact during a ritual, a pact that 
grew to include twenty in all. Fortunately, some of the parents 
learned of the plan and sounded the alarm. The military au- 
thorities acknowledged only that they had learned of several 
teenage students of military and civilian families experiment- 
ing with cult rituals, but Anderson's sources reported that 
several of the teenagers were sent to psychiatric facilities, and 
some of the families were reassigned to other bases in the 
United States as a means of breaking up the ring. 

For all the restless, searching adolescents who are seduced 
into the mysteries of satanism through their own curiosity and 
emotional vulnerability, there are other kids who are yanked 
into the sleazier regions of the occult subculture by some of 
its more predatory denizens-the pornographers, pimps, and 
drug traffickers for whom black magic is both a religion and 
a recruitment tool. Runaways are easy &gets. One tactic 
favored by porn rings is to look for kids attending rock con- 
certs and invite them to parties featuring free drugs and alco- 
hol. A few parties down the line, sex is introduced. With one 
another. With small children, some of whom may be the 
pornographers' own kids. With animals. All of it photo- 
graphed and filmed, working double duty as product and 
blackmail material. All of this can be carried out without the 

The New Satanists 93 

element of satanism, but in many cases the teenage victims 
allege that satanic rituals were involved. This pattern of opera- 
tion has been reported all over the country. 

I have been aware of the problem of adults luring young 
teens into criminal satanic cults for years. In 1988, I was 

I called in to help with the counseling of a fourteen-year-old 
girl and her family who had been forced out of their home in 
an upper-middle-class suburb of a major southeastern city 
that is a center for scientific research and military operations. 
The daughter had fallen into the clutches of a satanic cult and 
was now trying to escape. When I called a police source for 
advice, I was informed that I had stumbled into an ongoing 
investigation that traced back to similar complaints twenty 
years before, indicating that the cult was probably genera- , tional. Suspects included prominent people in the community 

I as well as outsiders. 
The girl in question had become involved when an older ' friend lured her to a ritual. She was seized, raped on the altar, 

1 and forced to participate in an animal sacrifice. Threats were 
made that she and her family would be harmed if she did not 
continue to cooperate with the cult, threats made even more 
terrifying through the use of tricks to convince the impression- 
able girl that the 'cultists possessed supernatural powers. 

At subsequent rituals held in park areas and even churches, 
she was forced to participate in sexual rites and animal sacri- 
fices. Desperate, she was hospitalized after a suicide attempt 
meant to protect herself and her family. The police had not 
been able to guarantee the family's safety, and the stunned 
girl was now faced with having to leave her home, school, 

I and friends as she and her family had to relocate to another 
state. According to the police sources I consulted, this cult 

1 and others like it were engaged in serious criminal activity 
ranging from drug trafficking to pornography and prostitution 
to multimillion-dollar white collar crimes such as insurance 
scams. The police were hoping to nab the ringleaders, but 
it was a long process sifting through reluctant and terrified 
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obsessed youths that satanism's promises of unlimited power 
were unrealistic and to "make them able to function in the 
world so they can have a reasonable and successful life for 
themselves and not harm anyone else." Most of the young 
patients were to be admitted voluntarily, and no one would 
be hospitalized merely on the basis of strange or unusual 
beliefs. 

Canadian educator Robert Tucker, who formerly headed 
the Council on Mind Abuse (COMA), a cult-monitoring orga- 
nization in Toronto, is a specialist on dysfunctional organiza- 
tions. He was also for a time head of the study group on 
satanism for the American Family Foundation, a Florida- 
based organization that researches cults. That fit nicely with 
his specialty, since "dabbling" teens, while frequently lone 
experimenters, commonly form their own small groups. 
These tend to be, to say the least, dysfunctional. In a paper 
on teens and satanism delivered at a 1989 conference given 
by the Institute for the Prevention of Child Abuse in Ontario, 
Tucker elaborated on the results of some of his work with 
satanism-affected adolescents. He stressed that it is crucial to 
understand why satanism can hold such a powerful attraction 
for the young, because without such understanding, success- 
ful intervention is virtually impossible. 

Tucker warns that the stereotyping of satanists as raving 
Mansonesque psychopaths is inaccurate and misleading. 
Alienation is such a common trait of adolescence that it some- 
times seems to define those years. Many adolescents exist in 
a state of permanent vulnerability due to their feelings of 
isolation, powerlessness, self-doubt, confusion, and frustra- 
tion. They are searching for answers. Sometimes they find 
them in what can be described as philosophical hazardous- 
waste dumps. One of these is satanism. Many teenagers are 
introduced to satanist ideas through the readily available pa- 
perback edition of Anton LaVey's manifesto, The Satanic 
Bible. The book, as Tucker observes, can be immensely a p  
pealing to them, because LaVey "advocates a kind of fierce 
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independence that includes anarchy, rebellion, and radical 
self-sufficiency . . . at a time in their lives when attitudes 
toward authority are being shaped. " 

Academic apologists for satanism are fond of noting what 
a "good psychologist" Anton LaVey has shown himself to 
be. They are fight. In The Satanic Bible he expertly couches 
his arguments in language that appeals directly to adolescent 
sensibilities. His books are energetic diatribes, full of evoca- 
tive words such as wisdom, responsibility, vengeance, 
gratijication, enlightenment, and reason, peppered with ex- 
clamation marks and sentences spelled out in capital letters. 
He cleverly packages the tenets of satanism in a way that 
presents a clear opposition and contrast to everything an ado- 
lescent hates about conventional society and conventional 
religion. A teenager-or for that matter an adult who lacks the 
patience needed for intellectual discrimination-can interpret 
his arguments as examples of honest, hardheaded common 
sense. For most adolescents who develop an interest in sa- 
tanism, The Satanic Bible is an inspirational work, a jumping- 
off point for their experimentation with black magic. 

As Tucker notes, LaVey's brand of satanism emphasizes 
an appeal to the natural drives, especially those that apply to 
sexual and aggressive behavior, and encourages the kind of 
acting out that offends social standards of conduct. LaVey 
emphasizes male sexual pleasure and views females largely 
as "naturally passive receptors" whose pleasure lies in dress- 
ing and behaving in a seductive manner. His general mes- 
sage--especially to an impressionable teenager-is that any 
form of repression is wrong and indulgence of all desires is 
right. "Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence!" 
and, "Satan represents all the so-called sins, as they all lead 
to physical, mental, or emotional gratification!" and similar 
examples of LaVey's bombastic prose can sound like a teen. 
ager's dream come true. 

I ran into an amusing but troubling example of this a few 
years ago, when an informant gave me a copy of a flyer that 
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had been handed out by an individual in Harvard Square in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, on HallCween night in 1989. The 
lone proselytizer's effort had been unexpectedly expanded 
when several of the kids who hang out in the part of the 
square known as "the pit" dashed to the nearest copy center 
to duplicate the thing. Harvard Square plays host to a variety 
of religious sects with a mission, including the Hare Krishnas 
and the Moonies, and at first glance the crudely printed little 
handout bearing the question "What is the Answer?" resem- 
bles a typical missionary flyer, which is half correct. It's a 
missionary flyer, all right, but it's hardly typical. 

When opened, the flyer confronts the reader with the fol- 
lowing diatribe: 

Are you bored? Do you feel you're missing out on 
something? . . . You may be like many people. You 
are putting your trust in Jesus. . . . Well, my friend, 
with Jesus you get just one thing: The Shaft! No sex, 
no drugs, no Led Zeppelin. What FUN is that? But 
there is hope. SATAN IS THE ANSWER. 
With Satan you can GET DRUNK! 
With Satan you can GET WASTED! 
With Satan you can GET MAD! 
With Satan you can GET EVEN! 
With Satan you can GET RICH! 
With Satan you can GET LAID! 
But isn't Satan bad and God good? Well if God is 
good and he made the world, then why does LIFE 
SUCK? . . . We owe no alliegience [sic] to this 
monster God. . . . Join with Satan and KICK 
GOD'S ASS! 
Which shall it be-a wasted life of sacrifice, self- 
denial, subservience, and subjugation to God, or a 
life of indulgence, self-fulfillment, independence 
and alliance with Satan? 
Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law. 
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The anonymous rant does not stop with exhorting its readers 
to, as it were, come to the altar of Satan and be saved-it 
urges criminal activity: "Find a church where the bible is 
taught as the complete word of God and is the final authority, 
and bum it down." Fortunately for the Cambridge fire depart- 
ment, none of the author's readers appears to have taken him 
up on it. 

It may come as a surprise to learn that many adolescents 
are drawn to satanism specifically because of moral consid- 
erations. Tucker and other counselors report that teenagers 
frequently claim that disgust with the "hypocrisy" of conven- 
tional religion, especially Christianity, was a major factor in 
their decision to embrace satanism. They are outraged over 
the antics of corrupt televangelists, the molestation of children 
by priests, the inability of churches to deal with poverty and 
warfare, and the battles over social issues such as birth con- 
trol, homosexuality, and abortion. Meanwhile, the popular 
culture glorifies sex and violence, encourages the immediate 
gratification of every desire, and worships power and success 
of any kind, acquired by any means. To adolescents, it can 
seem as if evil is that which succeeds. 

Of course, adolescents need not confine their search for 
answers to religious sources. There is the entire universe of 
secular philosophy as well-although many of the answers 
they find in most philosophic systems probably won't make 
much sense either. But there is one thing that a religious 
system can provide that a secular philosophy cannot: the 
compelling, seductive emotional power of the religious con- 
version. A relatively high percentage of today's adolescents 
believe in paranormal experiences. Rob Tucker notes that 
many of the teens he works with are fascinated with the 
concept of occult powers and paranormal experiences. Vi- 
sions and hallucinations are often experienced in trance states, 
especially those induced or enhanced by drugs, alcohol, or 
group hysteria. While such effects can be obtained through 
other avenues, if adolescents experience them in association 
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with satanic imagery and ideals, these experiences help to 
validate satanism and make their rituals feel authentic and 
powerful. Satanism also offers adolescents the excitement of 
gaining knowledge about occult mysteries that frighten and 
intimidate others, and the illusion of power over supernatural 
forces and entities. 

Tucker spoke with children and teenagers who claimed 
they actually saw discarnate entities, heard disembodied 
voices, saw visions, and communed with spiritual satanic 
agents. While he believes that these are the result of manipula- 
tion, false perception, or just plain nonsense, he recognizes 
that the experiences are very real to those who have them. 
Thus, they can form a "pool of experience" influencing 
subsequent conduct and behavior. This phenomenon is akin 
to the "born again" quality of the emotional experience that 
accompanies sudden conversions to Christianity and other 
religions. 

An even darker facet of this area of psychological influence 
is what Tucker calls the "thrill high," an experience of eu- 
phoria that occurs during some satanic ceremonies that in- 
volve systematic torturing and killing of animals. It is 
experienced as a powerful urge to harm. What Tucker finds 
particularly disturbing is that this phenomenon is not suffi- 
ciently explained by preexisting psychological problems, bad 
family environments, genetic defects, or brain chemistry. It 
appears to him that virtually anyone may be able to experience 
this thrill given the right conditioning, and that "some teens 
drawn deeply into satanism appear to actually learn this kind 
of 'pleasure,' may come to crave it and to seek even greater 
thrills through ever more violent and destructive acts." 

The satanically involved adolescent is often solitary, but 
should several of them get together and form a cult, they 
derive the added benefit of a sense of belonging and accep 
tance, and the kid who assumes the leadership role gets an 
extra charge out of controlling the rest. The rituals give them 
a chance to freely act out their impulses and aggressions, 
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and the anticonscience message of satanism is subsequently 
reinforced by the accompanying peer pressure. In this setting 
they can, as we have seen, become extremely dangerous to 
themselves and others. Lacking a firm, positive sense of self, 
they can easily cross the line between fantasy and reality and 
develop a new core identity as a satanist, feeling that the faith 
answers all their needs. 

One of Tucker's experiences with this type involved a 
fourteen-year-old he calls Jonathan, who was a ward of the 
Children's Aid Society in Canada. The boy had a history of 
neglect and abuse by his alcoholic mother, who had been 
abandoned by his father when he was two. He performed 
poorly in school, got into fights, and eventually was sent to 
a psychiatric group home for assessment. But Jonathan had 
had a revelation. He had discovered heavy-metal music. Its 
themes of violence and aggression were reflected in the sym- 
bols and imagery he drew, wrote about, and wore. The satanic 
images were his favorite, and he covered his school notebooks 
with inverted crosses and pentagrams. He toted a copy of The 
Satanic Bible with him and talked incessantly about satanist 
philosophy. He acquired the paraphernalia of satanic wor- 
ship-black candles, ritual knives, a chalice-and could be 
heard chanting in his room late at night. 

At first the staff of the group home didn't pay much atten- 
tion to Jonathan's antics. Just one more kid making a satanic 
fashion statement. But then matters took an alarming turn. 
The incidents of violence soon began to increase, and during 
these outbursts Jonathan seemed completely out of control. 
He boasted that he was possessed, that he had welcomed into 
his body a demonic entity who gave him special powers to 
defeat his enemies. He had taken the demon's name as his 
own. The staff treated him like a walking time bomb and he 
played it for all it was worth, reveling in the fear and confu- 
sion he caused. At this point Tucker was called in. 

Tucker finds that this "Profile One" type of adolescent 
satanist is the more difficult of the two types to work with 
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because these kids tend to identify themselves with satanism 
at a very fundamental level. A therapy session with an intelli- 
gent adolescent satanist can become an astonishing foray into 
sophisticated discussions of metaphysics-with the kid mak- 
ing it clear that he considers the counselor a fool who knows 
nothing of true reality. These kids are often extremely knowl- 
edgeable about satanism and the occult and will quickly write 
off any adult whose familiarity with these subjects falls sig- 
nificantly short of their own. Moreover, if they have had 
paranormal experiences or felt a "thrill high" through their 
destructive actions, they will be even more wedded to their 
satanist beliefs. 

Most counselors advocate doing everything possible to sep- 
arate the adolescent from any satanic group he or she may 
have become involved with. Cults can provide a very power- 
ful bonding mechanism for these adolescents, providing them 
with a surrogate family and a sense of control and identity. 
If the teen is in fear of a criminal group that has its hooks 
in his life, police protection may be essential to successful 
intervention, to say nothing of physical safety. Most counsel- 
ors also advocate removing as many as possible of the satanic 
symbols, ritual implements, drawings, writings, clothing, and 
other paraphernalia, in order to stop further reinforcement of 
the adolescent's beliefs. 

However, perhaps the biggest banier to successful inter- 
vention with such adolescents is the message of satanism 
itself. The therapeutic tools that can be used to help pull 
people out of satanism are the very things that satanism 
teaches people to shun. The core message of satanism is 
designed to destroy the human capacity for love, warmth, 
trust, and adherence to any moral code, leaving the individual 
desensitized and out of touch with reality. The problem for 
the therapist or cult worker trying to bring that person back 
is to create some new basis for bonding to replace the bond , 

with Satan-and that, Tucker suggests, is the big dilemma. 
To create a new bond requires qualities that the satanic ideol- 
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ogy has systematically destroyed. This may make it impossi- 
ble to break through the satanic wall the adolescent has created 
around himself. 

Fortunately, the type of adolescent Tucker designates as 
Profile Two is easier to work with. These are the "normal," 
better-adjusted kids who are more attracted to the intellectual 
pretensions of the satanic philosophy, who confound the apol- 
ogists' smug contention that only "unstable" or "disturbed" 
adolescents "act out" the violence and destructive themes of 
satanism. These youngsters tend to be popular, bright, and 
curious products of stable, supportive home backgrounds. 
They are also concerned with the meaning and purpose of 
life, and find satanism's condemnation of hypocrisy appeal- 
ing. The danger is that once they are drawn in by this appeal, 
they may buy the rest of the satanic ideals of power and 
aggression. 

One such adolescent Tucker worked with was fifteen-year- 
old "Andrea." She did well in school, had many good 
friends, and was on the student council. She seemed happy 
and had a good relationship with her parents. But once she 
became intrigued with satanism, her life suddenly changed. 
She began to dress only in black and wore charms and jewelry 
with satanic symbols. She dropped her friends and stopped 
participating in family activities. Images of horror, killing, 
and suicide so fascinated her that she covered her bedroom 
walls and her school notebooks with them, and she moved 
through her own bleak world with the cold detachment of an 
automaton. At times, her parents and friends felt as if she had 
mentally and emotionally drifted away from her body, leaving 
behind an empty shell. 

Things came to a head for Andrea one night when she had 
, a "vision" and a voice told her she would have to kill her 

teacher to gain the higher state of consciousness that would 
confer supernatural powers upon her. Unfortunately, she 
acted on it. She took a knife to school and tried to assault her 

I teacher. Having failed, she ran home and tried to commit 
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134 Linda Blood 

was philosophical about the lasting effects of the pain and 
humiliation his child had suffered: "She is very young now," 
he said. "She will grow up and she will forget." 

"We must break down the wall of silence around this," 
Dr. Hoa declares. 

In the United States, it appears that a lot of people have no 
problem with a child being raped as long as she later forgets. 
It is when she begins to remember, when she begins to break 
through that wall of silence, that the trouble starts. Especially 
if what she remembers is satanic ritual abuse. Sometimes it 
seems as if the public has decided that it will cordon off this 
one area of the wider problem of child abuse and refuse to 
look at it for what it really is. Yes, if they must, they will 
accept the fact that a much higher rate of incest exists than 
anyone was previously willing to acknowledge. They will 
accept that there are people called pedophiles who self-righ- 
teously believe that they have the right to sexually exploit 
children. They will even accept the fact that perhaps some of 
these people might have found jobs in child care centers, or 
perhaps even operated such centers, because it gave them 
access to a "smorgasbord" of children. Some will even admit 
that most molesters are not derelicts in raincoats hanging 
around schoolyards, but the guy next door. And sometimes 
his wife. 

But despite the skeptics' insistence that there has been "not 
a shred of evidence" of satanic ritual abuse, legislators in 
several states have been sufficiently impressed with the suc- 
cessfully prosecuted cases and the alarming increase in reports 
to propose laws specifically forbidding the ritualized abuse of 
children and adults. Illinois, Louisiana, Missouri, Idaho, and 
Texas now have laws against ritual abuse. The Idaho and 
Illinois statutes, which are virtually identical, spell out in 
great detail the definitions, stipulations, exclusions, aggrava- 
tions, and penalties that define the criminalization and punish- 
ment of ritual abuse. In both these states, a person is guilty 
of felony ritual abuse of a child when in the presence of a 
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person under the age of eighteen he or she commits any of 
the following as part of a ceremony, rite, or other observance: 

A. Actually or in simulation, tortures, mutilates, or 
sacrifices any warm-blooded animal or human 
being; 

B. Forces ingestion, injection, or other application 
of any narcotic, drug, hallucinogen, or anaes- 
thetic for the purpose of dulling sensitivity, cog- 
nition, recollection of, or resistance to any 
criminal activity; 

C. Forces ingestion, or internal application, of hu- 
man or animal urine, feces, flesh, blood, bones, 
body secretions, nonprescribed drugs, or chemi- 
cal compounds; 

D. Involves the child in a mock, unauthorized, or 
unlawful marriage ceremony with another person 
or representation of any force or deity, followed 
by sexual contact with the child; 

E. Places a living child into a coffin or open grave 
containing a human corpse or remains; 

F. Threatens death or serious harm to the child, his 
parents, family, pets, or friends which instills a 
well-founded fear in the child that the threat will 
be carried out; or 

G. Unlawfully dissects, mutilates, or incinerates a 
human corpse. 

The criminal statutes in both states are careful to stipulate that 
these provisions of the law should not be construed to apply 
to lawful agriculture, animal husbandry, food preparation, 
wild game hunting and fishing, or branding of livestock. The 
lawful medical practice of circumcision as well as legally 
approved, licensed, or funded research projects are also ex- 
empt. Illinois also excuses the ingestion of animal meat or 
blood in the performance of a religious ceremony. The penalty 
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intervention by child welfare agencies. Above all, investiga- 
tors must remain objective, avoiding the extremes of hysteria 
and denial. Simandl urges the formation of a "mass molesta- 
tion task force" and a nationwide database to coordinate 
information on child molestation and ritual sexual abuse. 
As more investigators begin to follow such guidelines, real 
progress will be made in shedding light on this most vicious 
and bizarre form of child abuse. 

C H A P T E R  S I X  

Adult Survivors of 
Ritual Abuse 

In order to escape accountability for his crimes, the 
perpetrator does everything in his power to promote 
forgetting. Secrecy and silence are the perpetrator's first 
line of defense. If secrecy fails, the perpetrator attacks 
the credibility of his victim. If he cannot silence her 
absolutely, he tries to make sure that no one listens. To 
this end, he marshals an impressive array of arguments, 
from the most blatant denial to the most sophisticated 
and elegant rationalization. After every atrocity one can 
expect to hear the same predictable apologies: it never 
happened; the victim lies; the victim exaggerates. . . . 

Judith Herman, Trauma and Recovery 

With Argive women to the Queen of Heaven. 
I weave upon the whirring loom no tale 
Of Pallas routing Titans. Oh, instead, 
I face an altar soaked with bloody death. 
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