THE FELLOWSHIP

OF THE

ROSY CROSS



ISSUELD BY TIRATER SACRAMENTUM REGIS,
MOST IIONOURED IMPLERATOR
IN ORDINE ROSL/L CRUCIS



THE FOURTH ORDER OF THE
ROSY CROSS

WORLD OIF THE SUPERNALS

PART III.

THE RITUAL OF RETURN IN LIGHT

PRIVATELY PRINTED
1924



Certificd in Conformily with the Sceret Doctrine

and Anowicdye of the Rosy Cross.

SACRAMENTUM KEGIS,

KEEVER OF THE SACHEED MYSTERY.



ORDO SANCTISSIMUS ROSIEA:
[T AUREA CRUCIS.

THE RITUAL OF RETURN IN LIGHT.

The Iarst Portal Grade of the Rosy Cross has been
celebrated  for the Reception of a Noviee in the
Mother House of the Holy Spivit, and the T'mpcrator
of the Rite has fulfilled lis part thercin. e has
made lhe Sacramental Qblations al the Allar of
Neof hytcs, has communicaled in the four clemenls
to lmsclf and has adminisicred (o the Maslcr of
the Tewmple. He has rcturncd fo the Iasl and
stands in front of his 1hrone, facing West.  The
conununication conlinucs from Officcr (o Officer
and (hen among Adcpti Excmpti.  Theveafter
onc of the Adcpt Brethren, being an Epopl of the
Rite, but wearing only the Girdle of TIPHLERIETIH
over the black habit of the Tcmple in the Worlds of
Actron and Formalion, gocs bcfore the Tmpceralor
bearing the Banncr of the Last and lcads him by
South from the Temple, all other Lpopls following.
The Banner s delivered lo the Ostiarius on e
lisi hey side of e Portal, and he ic tore. .l lo 15
place 1n the Last.
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I thelr abscuce the Sacvanental Cowvniicalion con-

1 he

(inues, witn e dMasior of e Temple in charge.
Tl Adw licry Frolor Zolaior relurns (o s Stalion
wilhoul reccroing. 1 e Neaplovle also fas not been
led fo e Lltar. Ao dnstraclion follows, as il may
be, Lhe Qucstionirg of the Grade, the fnicrlocilors
bevng the Haster and Awvxilicry Frater Zelalor.
Alicrinclioely  aceording lo circianstances and ar-
rangenen! vwde previowsly, {hore may be organ
msic arnd charils proper lo the time.  Mceanwhile
the Dicssed Company proceeds to a veslry of the
Howse and here assunics iic clothing and insignia
of the I popt Grades, (he Ducporator beiig ocsted as
igh Pricsic They cater the Sceret Temple, where
(he condles on the dllar have becn lLighied aboul
(he Sacramental Llenenis and all s arranged as
at the Solenv Gifuce of Closing the Hiddenw Church
accordiitg Lo (e Cercirony of Contemplation on
the Further Side of the Lasi Porial Grade.

igh Pricst stands ab the lowest Alter-step and
there Lierns Woslo The Darier in clhicf of the Rosy
Cross and the Herimil Lamp arc deliocred tndo his
kecpug.  He lijls wp the Hermit Lamp. The
Lanners of wil SEPHIROTI and all Paths arc
conngregaled aboul lwm.  The Silocr Dell sounds
long and sweclly.  The Danners are caclted. The
Hgh Pricst malkes the

MOST SOLEMN INVOCATION OIF THE
IHHOLY SPIRIT OF GOD.

Spirit of Understanding, Spirit of IEternal Counsel,
keep us i Thy bonds of service. We have assumed
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our work as Thine : make it Thy bely weirk. Those
who have dedicated themselves do Thou accept and
dedicate.  On us who descend below in the miaistry
of this Sacramental Rite do Thou come down and
bless.  Thine arc our ways and Thine our worlds and
paths.  Sanctify our signs, illuminate, inform our
symbols.  Take unto Thysell those whom we bring
to Thee. Irom day to day cexall our ministry below
and make 1t Thine above. In the Name of Thine
IEternal Mission, in Love which is Thine and Thou,
give us Thy work for ever. Plead with the hearts
whom we shall call in Rites transformed by Thee.
Thy voice is in our hLcarts. sounding frem far away.
Bring us to that state in Thee when only Thy voice
henceforth shall speak within us.  Melt us 1n the
crucible of love and shape us according to Thinc own
image and the law of Thy likeness. O All m all,
reveal Thine all in us, that we may abide for ever in

the All of Thee.

The voice of the High Priest ccascs. The Danncrs
arc lowcered.  The noles of a stringed tnsirimenl
sound cxceeding softly and dic wnlo the stiliness.
Another wvoice intoies the Golden Antlhiem of the
Order : SILENCE IN THE MOUTH OI' TIIE
ALMIGHTY ONE. Alicrnatively, it is ullered
by the [lwgh Priest. The Dlessed Cowmpany s
hushed wn deep conteinplation.  And thcreaficr :

The High Pricst.—It 1s here and now : the heart
and hands are ﬁlle_(l. Mission 1s life 1 us, and life
is filled with mission. Come down, Creative Spirit :
we who invoke are called, call and arc called i Thee.
Call us, and clhioose and take us : hallow in Thy high
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clection.  Inform us with Thine MHoly Iire: cndue
thrs Tute of Thine.  We have no part therem, except
in Thee. Stope it to Thine ends for man.  Let the
scnse of our possession pass 1 it is not ours but Thine.
Make 1t @ River of Life, and make of us Thy Vesscls,
serving ils walers freely. O quict waters over all
the ways o waters of inspiration, waters of sceret
knowledge, waters of immortal life.  Tree beside
the waters, Tree of Supernal Knowledge, Tree of Life :
Gilts of the Spirit, manners of fruit thercof. Teach
us by these and all to heal Thy stricken nations.

The IHich Pricst ascends the Altav-steps and again
Litrnes WWest.

Th: Hi:h Pricst. —SUB NOMINIE, TFratres ct
Sovores. Through Paths and SEPHIROTH, and
thus trona World to World, the Soul goes up, cven
unto DAATI, the threshold of Being in union. It
docs not cross the threshold, save only in intimations
of viston, as a waking space between white pillars of
sleep. Boeyond the images of mind and heart, beyond
all thought and word, this State of Being lics.  The
Soul comes back therefrom because of mission to the
world.  The Order therclore in the height of DAATI
presents the Doctrine of Return. The practice follows
after. In yet another Sacramental Pageant, and
that 1s this, the Sacred Rite shews forth the Soul's
rcturn, carrying the gifts and graces.  All worlds arc
bound together, and GO is the Chain of Union.
Unity of Nature, unity of life, unity of heart in lifc :
{he work of transmutation waits us in the world below.
It proceeds through all SEPHIROTLH, even to MAL-
KUTLH, whercin the light of the Crown, which is said
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Key of such Theosophy on its individual side is that
he who was Neophyte in MALKKUTIL 15 raised as an
Epoptin DAATIL It s for this reason thot DAATIL
descends to MALKUTIL frem the Thieshold of In-
clfable Mystory, carrying all the symbols wliceh
appertain thercto, and these are the signs of Melehi-
zedek.,  Iratres of Scrores, the Path of Ascent in the
Tree 3s the Path of Trial, and this 15 the Way ol
Attatnment.  The Path of Descent in the Tiee is the
Path of the Glory comung down and the return ol
thosc who have attained, carrying their branches of
paim. The lower SEPHIROTIL arc drawn upward
into all exaltation, aud they are brought down trans-
muled. This is signified by the great Banners of the
Supernal Grades descending {rom Numeration to
Numecration, uplilted by their proper Officers. The
Rite bears witness thus unto the Restored World, and
the World is Restored in the IToly Gne. The Banners
of the Rosy Cross arc displayed in MALKUTIH as
signs of Restoration, and KETIHER is declared
therein.  The Novice 1s marricd to the Quest, and
in the Name of the Divine Quest the Order reccives
the Novice.

The BDanncer of the Rosy Cross is crecled al lhie Iast
stde of the Aller.  The High Pricst (akes the Mon-
strance from s shivie i the pillured cupole and
turnvitg clevates il in sight of the Dlessed Convpany.
Lhe Banners arc cxalicd and then agarn lowered.
The High DPricstess, covcred wilh the wetl of the
Sanctuary bl wearing all her nsignie beneatly its
Jolds, mwwves froir ey place e (he Loty dsscinbly
and kiucels dowin vi e lowest stepr of e Allar, wilh

clasped hands.
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The Priestess.—The Rendering of the Iloly
Graal . it passes through the Worlds of the Tree.
Visit me in waking life, visit me in dreams of sleep,
im viston beyond the dreaming, in the white light of
the stillness which shines behind the vision, the rest
within the stillness.

That which jfollows bclongs lo the world of
ATZILUTIIL.

The High Pricst.—The Mysterics of Divine Com-
munication are declared on the Threshold of the
Supernals.  There is no life but life and GOD is
GOD thcerein.

The Pricstess.— There is one life alone, and That
1s Thou.

The Migh Priest.—Apart from all the vestures,
within and behind the worlds, it is Thou and no other.
Receeive our being in Thee.

The Pricstess.—After the life of separation, give
us the life of union.

The High Pricst.— Thou who hast made us man
because of the ways without dost open also the way
of the worlds within.

The Priestess.—In another land of the living we
have scen the greater good.

The Ligh Pricst.” As al Thy bidding, lar and away,
so high and low, we have explored the scll--a
thousand kingdoms—and have rejoiced therein.
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The Pricstess.—Thanks be to GOD for the king-
ships, the crowns thercofl and rings of high profession.

The High Pricst.- Thanks be to GOD for one still
pool and deep. through whiclo we looked and saw as
in an open cyc.

The Pricstess.—Within that shining all the worlds
went past. O “ something not oursclves,” O All in
all, become the self witlin.,  Thou and Thou only wast,
Thou art witiun, not we but Theu for ever.

The High Pricst.—We knew thereby, beyond the
nced of scl, another thirst and hunger, the want
and ministry of other love, the promisc also of another
food, of marriages made in Holy Heaven of GOD,
not in the carth of flesh. We sat at tables never
dressed by man, and in the troth of GOD we plighted
VOWS.

The Pricstess.—The eye is not satisfied with sceing,
but the soul 1s f{illed with GOD.

She is prostated for a few wmoincnts on the steps of the
Altar, and ihen the Pricsicss rises. She reccives
the Moustrancce at the hands of the High Pricst and
i 1s again clevaled tn the sight of the Holy Asscimbly,
amadst the cxyalted Lanicrs.

The Pricsicss.—We have sung our daily Masses in
the twelvemonth of this carthly life. Now after all
the Moons and Sabbaths, high days and holy,
give us the Mass of Union. Proclaim it : MISS5A
EST, but ITE is not hecard.  The SANCTUS sounds
on carth, a VENI chants, and Instituting Words
incflable are uttaed on the Altar of the Soul.
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This 1s said from the level of the Temple floor, and
the Hugh Pricst lestifies from has place above.

The Iiwgh Pricst.— 1ts TANTUM DIC VIERDO
the soul responds, once and once only i the rapture
of dying sclf. Then it is an LEtcernal Eucharist, and
in the soul of Man is GOD Eternal Life.

The Pricsiess.—After our daily bread, our wine of
longing, break all our bread and spill our cups of wine.
Take back the sclf Thou gavest, and after love in
scparation marry us into Thine own being.

The High Priest.—Hereunto therefore is the
Mystery of Host and Cup, declared in the World of
the Supernals, on the Sacred Threshold @ in Know-
ledge, and that is Love.

The Priestess.—I1t 1s manifested under veils in this
reflected life of carthly things: it is withdrawn in
cvery Soul that finds the Holy Graal.  Then arc
the veils removed.

The High Pricst.—The Soul beholds the Spiritual
Things. Yet a little while, and that which sces
becomes That which is scen. The Soul goes back
thercin, the Soul atlains, which takes this Gospel to
its heart of life. |

The Priestess.—So 1s the Graal withdrawn, {rom
that which is without to that which 1s within, Amen.
GOD speed it.

The High Priest.— The end ol all becoming 1s the
{ransubstantation of the Soul in GOD.
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The part of ATZILUTIL cuds al this pownt and that
which follows belongs to the World of BINAH. The
Ligl Priest takes the Chalice from ils place on the
Altar and clevates 1l in sight of the Dlessed Company,
amidst the cxallied Danners.  The Moastrance is

clevaled agatn al the saine moment.

The DPricstess.— Q@ Signs uplilted in the Risen
World, Signs of Divine Substance: in the great
gracc bchind them may our souls be fed.

The High Pricst.--Iathers and mothers before us
gave the body of flesh. The Sout elect in GOD
which follows on the call builds up thereby the holy
body of redemption.

The Pricstess.—0O Iusen Life m GOD and Living
Bread which doth that Life sustain.

The High Pricst.—The Wine is Thou.

The Priestess.—Signs of the Wedded Lifle in GOD,
maintained by mission through the worlds of being :
sense plenary of the Presence in the Great Work
which is His.

The High Pricst—Vision of the Gates beyond,
which open at the term of service {or those who are
called to go in—if cver, whiic the cosmos lasts.
Beyond the Golden Gates that Vision which 1s He,
the life of cye to cyec.

The Priesicss.— Give us the Blessed Vision until
we end in Thee.

The High Pricst.—Thou the desire of being @ it is
Thou and no other.
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The Pricstess.—GOD  give this service life for
Learts we draw within,  Sco shall we build them
m: so grows cur Iidden Church.

The High Pricst.— Presanctificd : when we go forth
on wider work of wission, in worlds which stretch
beyond, our Sacred Rite in GOD «hiall have built
about us also a body of redemption, meet {or the
ways to ceme: Thy ways in hife, for their vocations
mecet.

Lhe Pricsicss.—Sccond birth of the Soul : life,
which {ollows tlicrcon ; sleep of the Soul in love;
sleep of censecrated Souls; great awakenings to
comec ; ways of the underworld and another sun
which lights them ; glory of risen life. O the great
states of being and ministry of grace thercin, as
food of Souls. In the name of all reality we raise
the Sacraments of Union.

It 1s so donc accordingly and that which follows
bclongs to the World of YETZIRAIL.  The Iligh
Pricst descends the Allay Steps and stands on the
right of the Pricsicss.

Lhe High Pricst.—As that which is bred in the bone
cemes cut 1 the flesh, so that which is known in
the Soul shall dawn at length in the mind.

Lhe Pricstess.— But that which is known in the
Soul 15 1ts voot, O Lord, in Thee: a sap, a marrow, a
lifc within the hifc; thereby are we formed in GOD.

The High Priest.—The mind and heart are formed,
the will 1s Iis.  Our inward naturc turns into another
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channel. This is the Path by which we come out of
scparation, from darkness into light : but the Path
1s travelled within.

The Pricstess.—O alchemy of GOD, transmuting
all our modes.

The High Priest.—The desire after Thee is Soul,
and the Soul is love. It is the great secrct of sclf
and that withim it which makes for full redemption.

The Priestess.—There 1s a part of pure virginity
within us, predestined to Divine Nuptials, and
amidst all our divagations incapable of a lower
union. O form our parts of being, that this may
manifest within.

The High Pricst.—The Sacrament of the Lucharist
i1s the Sacrament of that Reception, the signilicance
of which is that the Spirit dwells within. And this
is the Christ Spirit. The Secret Tradition hercof is
a great memorial concerning a great experience. The
Macrocosm is the Body of Christ, the microcosmic
Soul of man is in the image and likeness hercof : there
1s union between Christ in the Macrocosm and Christ
in the Soul of Man.

The Priestess.—O Hidden Master of the Rosy
Cross, unknown without, revealed to love within.

The part of YETZIRAR ends at this porat and that
which jfollows belongs to the World of ASSIAIL.
The Sacramental Llements arve clcvated as before
and the grouped Danncrs cxallcd.

The Priestess.—Make Thou our daily bread the
TFood of Souls.
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The High Dricst.—Our Signs and Symbols of the
Soul attained arc taken up to hallow and brouglht
down {o bless.

The Pricsicss.— O Truth and Goodness, bring the
True and Good.

Here ends the High Office of tic Sceret Temple.  The
High riest ascends (he Altar Sleps. scts down
the Chalice and romains i1 conleriplation therchy,
Jacing a-t. He s followed by the High Priesicss,
who {urns West, midwisc on the Step bencatlh,
the Monstrance stll in her hands. A Soror LElecta
comes forward and drapes the Sacrved Vessel tn red
samite, sct about with stones and gold.

The doov of the Sccret Temple s put open and the
Irirst Processton s formed, id cst: (1) An Elect
Soror, having a basket of wild flowers, or others in
Ihe winter scason : it may be, sweet herbs [ (2) An
Lpopt bearing the Great Banicr of the Rosy Cross ;|
(3) The Higlh Pricstess holding the Veiled Mon-
strance ; (4) The Junior Heares, with Hermit
Lamp uplificd ; (5) The Celcbrants of the Third
Order wearing thewr full vestinents and regalia of
Office. It descends to the Lower Temple and the
Latlery of the Ncophyle Grade is glocn on the door
wilhout.  The Ostiarius opeits.  The DBallery of
the Mastcr sounds from the ILast within and all
present arc wpstanding.  The Proccssion is mel
by the Thurvificans and Aquarius who turn and
proceed i front, ccnsing and sprinkling.  The
Howers and herbs are strewn. 1he strains of sacra-
mental music fill the Holy Place. The Greal
Mystery of all Sacrcditcss passes through  the
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Lowcer Temple.  The Versicles proper to the time

arcrecited or intoned amidst the reverential progress.
The Temple s circimambulated once only and
stowly.

TILE SACRED VERSICLIES.

L. Soror Llccta (strcwing flowers). ~Flowers in the
Garden of this world : the flowers of the Garden
lollow a gospel-pittern.  Their breath is like the
offering of incensc:  their cyes wre Lamps in the
Sanctuary.

II. The Banwcer Bearcr.—Shadows of lifle are we
be Thou the life within us.

L. Adeptus Lxcmptus.—Glory of all the glory :
culighten, shine within.

LV. ddeptus Major.——~We arc the tabernacles of
Thy Presence : set upon us Thy jewels of grace.

V. Adeptus Minor.—The Sun is Thy vesture:
shine upon our human veils.

VI. The High Priestess——Talke ol our veils in fine :
then 1s it Thou and no other.

The Processton has veached by South the cxtreme West
of the Tceuple and now reluyns as il came.  The
Lhurificans and  Adquarvies  resuine lherr proper
stations. Having cnlcred the Sccret Temple, the
High Pricstess ascends the Altav-stcps and replaces
the Monstrance within the pillaved cupola. She
relires wilh the Celebrants of the T huwrd Order Lo the
Vestry - they remove Uhewr  pontifical vestments
and tusignia.  Lhey arc now wn ther while albs
and golden girdles.  This is done quickly.
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The Sccond Procession s formed within the door of

the Secrct Temple, wd est o (1) A Standard-Bearer,
carrying the bawier of DAATH ; (2) The High
Pricst, in the full wnsignia of the Scercl Sanctuary
and carrvive a golden crook ; {3) b Standard-
Licarcr, who displavs (e Daicr of CHOKMAH
(4) e Deerer of the Danner of BINALL; and he
is jollowed by (5) one wplifiing with greal reverencee
the exalted Staidard of KETILIER ; (6) The Iopopls
of the Dlessed Convpany, incliuding her who has
offictated as High Pricstess and the Celebrants of
the Lhord Order.

The Procession descends Lo the Lowcer Temple and

1.

the Dallery of the Neophvic Grade is given on the
door without. 1he Ostiartus epens.  1he Battery
of the DMastey sounds from the Last within, and the
Dretlren who have vesusied thewr scals arc again
wpstanding.  1lhe Procession s et by one who
Lears the Banuwey of the i ast, and by the Thuri-
ficans aind Aquaries who turie and procced in front,
conseny and  sprinkling.  The stravns of sacred
music fill the Holy Place.  The wmanifestation of
DAATIL begins in this maniicr and KIETITER s
declared it MALKUTHL.  The Teonple is cir-
cimambulaled once only and slowly.  The High
Driest reciles the versicles proper to the Lone aintd st
the reverential progress.

THIE SACRIED VERSICLIS.
Gales of the World of Spirit : Gates that open,

as hidden years unfold within the heart of youth.
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II. The meanings of life are heard in the heart
of love, through the rush of the time-sea, the sca of
images, the roar of ils great voices.

IIT. That sca has also its sceret speech 1n season,
and of Thee it tells alone @ 1t 1s then like a solt wind
in the organ when no onc touches the keys.

IV. Drcams of the heart bodied forth in images,
drecams of Thee: a world of drecams behind and a
dream 1in {front.

They have reached the western end of the Temple and
procecd dirvect to the Allar al its castern side, the
Thurificans and Aquarius reswming their droper
stattons.  The High Pricst faces West, the Banner-
DBearcrs growped about him according to  the
Scphirotic Points.  Other Icpopts velurn to therr
places.

The Iigh Pricst.—-The life of the Kingdom 1s not
without its Crown. 1 testily to the Crown and the
Kingdom : the witness of GOD is ever in the Ifouse
of GOD), the Presence is in the Holy Place.  Praise
of the inmost heart, praise in the heart of love: let
silent praise go up to the Maker of all © in the day of
small things for the hand of GOD therein and a place
of the meeting of lives ; 1 the world of life for the
sacred quest of death, which opens on immortal
realms.

A pause of recollection follows.

The High Pricst.—O sull cternal Reality @ the
vibrant stillness fills the heart with longing.
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The Auxtliary Fralcr Zclalor brings wp the Nowvice
of the day lo a Knceeling stool o the western side of
the Allar.

The High Pricst.—Hallows in the lioly of Iolies ;
ITallows in the Holy Place: GOD'S veils are also
there.  The IHallows 1 the Court of the Temple
abide in the grace ol the Ilely Oune. The inward
virtue sanctifies the outward Lot To thee, my
Brother, in holiness.  (ll¢ conmuniinicates the DBread
and Salt to the Neophyie). DBe thy body as the Court
of the Temple, thy heart as the Holy Place, thy Soul
as the Holy of Holics. To thee, my Brother in the
Lifc of the Life to come, and this is e, world without
end. Amecn. Thine be the body of redemption, the
Salt of the Sccond Dirth. (lic commiiicales the it
to the Ncophytc). The Cup ol thy desire: be thou
desire in GOD.  The desire of the House ju its beauty
shall be beauty in Thy Iouse of Life. ([Lic prescnts
the Roscs and binds onc icpon the breast of tic i ostilant).
Light in the nund, culighten @ come down, O Holy
Light. (He places the Lamp wn his hainds and buds lim
lift it up.) Purposc and will transform. (4fic Neo-
pliyic replaces the Lamp.  1The Huigh Pricst vaises the
Dostulant with both lhanuds.) Thou wit dedicated now
and hencelorward to the Glory ol GOD 1 the Highest.

The Auxiliary I'ratcr Zelator leads back tic Postnland.
Lhe Hugh Pricst proceeds to lius Throne 1n the Irast
by way of the Pillar of Scocrily. Ilc is jollowed
by the Banwuer-Learers and the Iopopls of the Nile,
who arc grouped about the Throne. 1he Charge
in bricf of the Ncoplyte Grade is then groen.
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The Hugl Pricst.—Tratres ct Sorores, there is no
room [or anything in this Temple but GOD. Let
the Postulants received Liercin and all Brethren of the
Order, in their spiritual progress through the great
succession of Grades, {rom the [irst even to the last,
remember this, and that only 1n so far as they are
sceking the Divine Union and approaching that end
by Love do they belong to our Holy Sodality. The
motto to be written in our minds until 1t is realised
in our hearts is ONE IN ONLE, looking towards that
timc when there shall be no distinction between the
Soul and the Holy One.

A brief pausc follows and thereafter :

The High Pricst.—Iionorable Master of the Temple,
I call upon you now to ordain the closing of this 1lloly
Housc in the Grade of Neophyte, remembering that
it is open always in the Spirit, and {rom hencclorth
and for ever, to us and those who are with us, is a
Place of the Presence.

The Baster of the Temple procecds to the castern side
of the Allar and communicates to the Auxiliary
Lrater Zelator.  The Temple s closed according
(o the Rilual of the Nceophyle Grade.

Here ends the
Ritwal of Return T Light, which is a Dook

of the Holy Adsscimbly and Dlcsscd Company.
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