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THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE
ROSY CROSS.

GRADE OF PHILOSOPHUS, 4=7.

THE SOLEMN CEREMONY OF OPENING THE
TEMPLE IN THIE GRADE OF
PHILOSOPHUS.

The arrangeinent of the Temple 1s shewn in the Official
Diagram of the First Point.

The Celcbrants or Officers of this Grade are the Master of
the Temple, the Warden and Guide of the Paths, i
addition to the Ostiarius, being the last Candidate who
has attained advancemenl therein.

[f the Temple should not havc been opened previously in onc
of the Lower Grades, the ccremonial vesling of Officers
and Members, the Invocation or Praycr at the East and

the assotlment of the Temple arc performed as exhibited
therein.

The Master of the Temple assumes his Throne, holding the
Wand of his Office. The other Celebrants repair to
their stations, and the Ordinary Brethren arc ranged
North and South, according lo the precedence of thetr
Grades. All Members are scaled, and a short period
of tnward recollection follows.
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Master of the Tcmplc.—'l—
Al rise.

Master of the Temple—To order, I'ratres et Sororcs,
m the union of consecrated wills.  The Grace of the
Lord be with us, the Light of the Lord be with us, the
Holy Spirit of the Most High GOD be with us hence-
forth and for ever. In IHis Name Who is King of the
Hcavenly Armics, assist me to open the Temple which
we have built for His service in the Grade of Philosophus.
..... I'rater Ostiarius, in the spirit of conformity,
I dircct you to sce that this House of the Rosy Cross is
guarded against the spirit of the world.

The Irater Ostiarius opens the Portal, inspects the tmn-
mediale precincts in the accustomed manner, again
sccures the threshold and turns to the Last, with wup-
lifted Wand.

Fraler Ostiarius.—Against the will of the world and
the will of unreconciled men, it is closed, O Master of

the Temple.

AMaster of the Temple.—To the will of GOD and to
those who are born of GOD, be it open for ever, my
Brethren. . . . Honourable Guide of the Paths, assure
yoursclf that all present have been established in the
solemn dedication of this Grade of Wisdom.

The Guide of the Paths, standing in hus place, lifts up
his Wand of Office.

Guide of the Patis.—Tratres ct Sorores, by the {our-
fold bond of our Fcllowship and the yoke of the Rosy
Cross, 1 demand the Sign of a Philosophus.
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He turns tn succession to the four quartcrs and recetves
it from all present, the Master of the Temmple cxcepled.
The Guide turns to the Master, communicating tt on

his own part.

Guide of the Paths.—Honourable Master of the Temple,
they have given me the Sign of the will restored in purity.

The Swgn s repeated by the Master.

Muster of the Temple.—Unto them be fruition therein,
and the Sacred SEPHIRA NETZACH declared in the
spirit of the DBrotherhood. JEHOVAH TZABAOTH,
GOD of the Great Armies, give us joy in the sight of
Thy SHEKINAH.

This 1s said with raised eyes and wplifted Wand. The
pausc of a momene follows.

Warden of the Temple—May the gift of understanding
tn our symbols and the fulness of their inward mcaning
be rencwed in the spirit of the Fellowship. Let us
declare the Mystery of this Grade in the sacramental
attributions thercof.

Masler of the Temple.—The Grade of Philosophus is
the Grade of the SEPHIRA NETZACH, and it is in
correspondence—by symbolical attribution—with the
macrocosmic clement of Ilire. But this is the Fire of

Brightness, symbolising the will of man in its union with
the Divine Will.

Warden of the Temple—The star of the PPhilosophical
Gradc is the planct Venus spiritualised, and great is
thc mystery thercof. IEsT oMNIs ANIMA VENUS, 1n
which doctrine 1s the secret of the Second Birth and the
Scicnce of Union.
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Guide of the Paths.—The Way of Attainment is the
Way of Progression in the Trec by the Path of PE, cven
unto the Victory which is NETZACH and the presence
of SHEKINAH therein as the White Rose of our
Purpose, awaiting our rebirth in GOD.

Master of the Tenmple.—8—Open the Gate, O Lord, by
74 (I \

which we shall go out of our exile.

The Master and Warden descend from their Thrones.
All present face East.  The Master lifts up his Wand.

Mastcr of the Temple.—We have worshipped Thee as
ELOHIM TZABAOTH on the side of Thy Justice, and
we have secen Thy Glory, which is HOD. We adore
Thee as JEHOVAH TZABAOTH, for the Victory of Thy
Mercy has been shewn to us in the SEPHIRA NETZACH.
Turn upon us the eyc of Thy compassion, the eye of the
world of life, the blessing of Thy people, Isracl. Place
us in Thy Great Assembly between JEHOVAH and
ELOHIM, in the cquilibrium of Thy Mercy and Thy
Justice. The deliverance of Thine Ilect is hidden in the
Sacrament of Thy Holy Name.

The Master of the Templc turns Westward with wplificd
arms.
Master of the Temple—NMy will is to do the will of
Him that sent mc. Take away my spirit of rebellion
Suffer Thou my will in Thy service.

The Master moves slowly Souwlhward, and says in his

passing :—

Master of the Temple—Greater love than this no man
hath—that hc should lay down his life for his {riend.
I loved my lifc and I have lost it. I Jaid it down in my
desirc for Thee, and 1t was dissolved in Thy love. 1
would live, but not I : live Thou, O Lord, in me.
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The Master of the Temple halls tn the nuddlc Sowth
facing ihe Tablet of the Sowth. The Warden ana
Guide of the Paths occupy two points on the samc
line at a conventent distance bchind ham, so that the
three form a triangle, having ils apex upward. Ali
present are now facing South.  The Master of the
Temple hands his Wand to the Warden and takes uf
the Thurtble wn front of the Tablet of Ivwre. He
traces the Symbol of Ivure in the Awr before him.

Master of the Templec.—Let there be lights in the firma-
ment of heaven, in the microcosmic heaven within,  Let
the greater hight of the Spirit rule over the mind below :
so shall it be as day thercin—sunshine of Divine Will
and transforming purposc. Let the lesser lights of the
mind rule over our earthly part, in the night of material
things. And GOD set them in the firmament, to rule
therein. In the Namec of ELOHIM, Who dispenses to
the world in Justice; in the Name of JEHOVAH
TZABAOTH, Supernal Grace, Life of the World to come
and Minister of Mercy, let the will of our natural manhood
and its purpose shaping life, adore the Lord ana GOD.

The Master of the Temple offers incense, describing the
Sign of Leo.

Master of the Temple—In the Name of Michacl, thce
great Angel, whose mission 1s to kindle the sacred fire
on carth, as it 1s maintained in heaven, and i the
Mystical Sign of the Lion, ye Living Wills of Mcn, adore
your Lord and GOD.

Then making the Sign of the Cosmic Cross——with
the Thurible :—

Master of the Templc.—In the Holy and Divine Names,
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Names about the quarter of the South, blazoned in a
heaven of light, let the rectified will of man adore our

Lord and GOD.

The Master replaces the Thurible and reswines his Wand.
The three Celcbrants return with the Sun to their
places. Al Members face as usual.  Standing al
his Throne, the Master uplifts his Wand.

Master of the Temple—In the sanctification of un-
divided sclf, in the utter dedication of our being, in the
Namec of JEHOVAI TZABAOTH, mighty armics of
our naturc and the GOD Who rules therein, I declarce
that the Temple is open in the Grade of Philosophus
and of the will that i1s turned to Him.

Master of the Tcmplc.-—‘m‘] .I
Wardcn of the Tcm{)lc.-‘l‘}" 'i
Guide of the Pal,lz-s.——"‘!‘} .I

The Cclcbrants and Mecmbers are scaled.

Here ends the Soleimn Ceremnony of Opening the Temple in
the Grade of Philosophus.
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FIRST POINT.

THE CERIEMONIAL ADMISSION OF A IFRATER
PRACTICUS IN THE PATH OIF PL.

The Postulant is alone in the Vestibule on a pric-Dicu
wn full lLight, with a scroll tn lus hands, containing
versicles proper to the Grade.

Master of the Temple—Fratres et Sorores, may we
come by the study of the Doctrine to know the Ineffable
Name of our Master. May we see Him with our own
eyes. May we hearken with our own cars to the utterance
of the Great Voice. The Lord be with us until that day
of unveiling, and the Lord be with us now in the work
which we arc about to perform for the Glory of His
Manifcested Name. DBy the power to me committed under
the dispensation of the Third Order, I open that Gate
which leads to the Sanctuary in NETZACH, through
the Sacred Path of PIL, for the advancement of our
Beloved IFFrater Adveniat Regnum (vel nomen aliud).
He shall look upon the Mysterics therein . . . . . .
Honourable Frater Theorcticus, you are the Guide of
the Paths. Heaven and carth may pass away, but the
mercy which you symbolisc shall abide in the world
within until GOD is All in all. Go therefore unto our
Postulant and Brother. Say to him that we have heard
his voice, crying in the watches of the night, aud that
GOD shall give him his desire in the presence of a chosen

people.
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The Guide rises in his place.

Guide of the Paths.—He shall know that the Reconciler
is with us. I will proclaim the Mystery of Redemption
and the time of salvation at hand. The heaven and the
carth were created for Thine clect, O Lord. Their place
is in Thy Holy Temple.

Taking with him the Sacramental Lavacrum from its
placc on the Allar, the Guide of the Paths passes by
South and West to the Door of the Temple and there
gives the Sign of the Gradc. The Door s securcd
belhand him.

N.B.—The Orientation of the Temple is purcly arbitrary
and for purposes of convenience only in the Path of
PE.

Master of the Temple.—Iratres et Sorores, our Frater
Adveniat Regnum (vel nomen aliud) has beheld the light
of our symbolism on the plane of material things. He
hias been purified in his carthly part. In the free spirit
of the Air he has fclt the Wind of the Spirit and has been
consecrated in his mind to GOD’s service. We have
hallowed the sea of his emotions and declared the presence
of GOD in his psychic part. O Lord, save his soul.
May he give unto Thee his will for ever. May he know
that his path is in Thee. Take him, that he may be
wholly Thine and that nothing may be left within him
that does not belong to Thine union.

In the meantime, the Guide of the Paths has grected the
Postudant on the further side of the Portal, saying :—

Guide of the Paths.—]1 come in the purification of the
will. Glory be to GOD in the Highest and peace of
fulfilled purpose to scckers for Divine Union in the Light
of the Rosy Cross.
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The Guide of the Paths prepares the Frater Practicus by
placing in his hands the Vessel of Sacramental Water
and about his neck the Calvary Cross of Ten Squarcs.

Guide of the Paths.—Purify the will, O Lord ; redirect
the heart’s intention ; sanctify the purposes of man.
And remember on your part, my Brother of the Rosy
Cross, that it is the quest after GOD and His union which
turns the whole nature. Herein i1s the Second Birth.
I say unto you therefore, O Frater Adveniat Regnum
(vel nomen aliud), be the quest of our end before you, and
hallowed be your will.

The Guide of the Paths gives the Battery of the Grade—
L) L)
11 T
When this has been donc in the precincts, the Fralcr
Ostiartus turns down the lights and opens the Door.
In the act of opening :—

Master of the Templc.—In the Name of the GOD of
Grace and Captain of Mercy : enter in the Name of the
Living GOD.

The Guide of the Paths brings in the Postulant, saying :—

Guide of the Paths.—Kindle in the soul and the heart
the desire of the eternal hills. Shew unto us the Sun of
Righteousness, shining in the Temple of the Most High.

The Door is securcd behind them. The Guide of the
Paths pauses with the Postulant at or near the entrance

Master of the Temple—In the darkness of Nature, in
the gloom of the winterztide, tcach us, Thy children, to
remember that life is in Thee, Amen, for ever and ecver-
more. Give unto them the Life of life. Give unto Thy
beloved the sleep that is sweet in Thy refuge and to
awaken in the Sun of Thy Bcauty.
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The Guide of the Paths leads the Postulant and places
hom between the Pillars.  As they are passing slowly
Sforward :—

Guide of the Paths.—We move in the shadow of light.

We offer up the new light declared in the heart.

As they stand between the Pillars, the Guide being a few
wnches behind the Frater Practicus -—

Master of the Temple—TFrater Adveniat Regnum
(el nomen aliud), testify concerning your titles. Give
rae the outward signs of the Inward Grace communicated
to the purificd heart in the Mystery of HOD.

The Guide of the Paths has taken the Vessel of Water
from the hands of the Postulant. He diclates the
answer of the Postulant in an underlone.

The Frater Practicus.—I rcceived the Sign of the Grade
as a testunony to the Tree of Life rooted in the heart of
the Postulant. (He gives the Sign.) There were communi-
cated to me the Sacred Words ELOHIM TZABAOTH,
signifying Lord of Hosts. The Pass-Word of the Grade
15 ELOHA, which is also a Name of GOD, formed by
the letters ALEPH, LAMED, HE. The Mystical Num-
ber drawn from this Name, is 36. I was given the
Symbol of Water in the Hebrew word MAIM, and the
title MONOKEROS DE ASTRIS, for the consecrated
soul is a virgin and the Daughter of the Bright Stars.

The Guide of the Paths rcplaces the Vessel of Water in
the hands of the Postulant.

Master of the Temple,—TFrater Adveniat Regnum (vel
romen, aliud), earth and heaven are founded on the
alliance of GOD with man. The Mysteries of this Temple
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are Mysteries of a Divine Covenant. WIill you take them
into your heart as such ?  Will you keep them as secrets
of GOD? Will you enter the Sanctuary, by the Path
which leads thereto, as into the inmost place of your
spirit, and place upon 1ts Holy Altar the oblation of
your consecrated will in conformity with the Divine
Will.

The Fratcr Practicus (who ts prompted by the Guide of
the Paths).—As a fire upon the Altar of GOD, I will
purge the fire of the will. I place it in the hands of
Michael, the great Angel. Sacrifice me among the souls
of the just:--I will keep the Mysteries of the Path and
the Holy Temple.

The Guide of the Paths takes the Vessel of Water and,
mouving behind him, raiscs it over the head of the
Postulant.

Guide of the Paths.—Fratres et Sorores in the Fellow-
ship of the Rosy Cross, I testify that the purified desire
of humanity is zeal of the City of GOD, and therein i
the Water of Life.

The Master of the Temple gives a Battery of one knock—
“—and rises in his place, with uplifted arms.

Master of the Temple—DBy the fire in the heart which
purifies, the fire of the mind which enlightens, and the
fire of the will when the spirit is turned to GOD, may
you be carried up the Holy Mountain. May you walk
in the light of your fire.

He resumes his Throne. The Guide of the Paths moves
with the Sun, deposits the Vessel of Water on the
Northern side of the Altar.and rcturns with the Sacra-
mental Lamp, which he places in the hands of the
Postulant and then resumes his station behind the

Pillars.
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Master of the Tcemple—TIrater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen abiud), I now bid you kncel down (the Guide
assists the Postulant).  Raise up the Sacramental Lamp
with both hands, and say in a clcar voice: I will con-
sccrate the fire of the will. I seek after the will of GOD.
Make me one with Thy Divine Purpose, which moves
through all the worlds: shape me to Thine Ends, O
Lord.

This is repeated by the Postulant, following the Master.

Mastcr of the Temple.—Rise, Frater Practicus, an
accepted Postulant for Advancement to the Grade of
Philosophus.

The Postulant rises. The Guide of the Paths directs
ham in a low voice to lift wp the Sacramental Lamp
to the full hcight of his arms and say after him
clearly :—

The Frater Practicus (following the Guide).—Into Thy
hands, O Lord, for the work of the Rosy Cross, I commend
my life of will.

He lowers the Lamp. The Guide of the Paths should
perform this part of the Cercinony so that attention
1s directed to the Postulant rather than to his own

prompting.
Master of the Temple—May the Victories of Wisdom

in the Supernal World of CHOKMAH be reflected into
the life of your being.

The Guide of the Paths moves round slowly with the Sun
and faces the Postulant, whom he draws between the

Pillars.
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Guidc of the Paths.—I say unto you that the darkness
grows toward morning and that the Day of the Lord
ts nigh.

He takes s place on the right hand of the Postulant.

Both are facing the Last.

Master of the Temple.—There is a mystery concerning
the Paths which lead from the SEPHIRA HOD to the
SEPHIROTH and Grades that are beyond. It is indi-
cated by the DBanners of the 23rd and zs5th Paths in
the North-West of the Temple, inscribed respectively
with the letters MEM and SAMIECH. The heights
loom about you as you advance further, under the
obedience of the Rosy Cross; but—as on previous oc-
casions—not cvery Path on the threshold of which you
stand is free for your travelling. The SEPHIRA HOD
is in communication with worlds beyond your ken and
two of its gates of issuc arc in darkness of great darkness,
which the cyes in this Temple are not meant to penetrate.
By the power to me deputed, I have opened before you
the Sacred Path of PE, as a lineal mode of communi-
cation between HOD and NETZACH. The Guide of
the Paths shall Iead you, secking a goal of quest, with
all your will in the darkness directed toward Things
Divine. :

The Guide of the Paths moves forward slowly, leadinyg

the Postulant.

Guidc of the Paths.—Let us enter this Path of Recon-
ciliation, under a bond of Compassion and Judgment.
The fire of Divine love is bchind the universe, and the
heart of Justice is Mercy.

Master of the Temple—The life-giving heat of Divine
Love is revealed to the soul in its darkness. The
saving will of the soul recaches up toward Divine ends.
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Warden of the Temple—The will of the soul is love,
and this lovecan unitc you with theDivine in the universe.
The root of the soul is the root of the world, my Brother.

Guide of the Paths.—If 1 dwell in the noon, I am with
Thee. 1f I abide in the midnight, I shall scc Thee. In
the veiling of Thy light I will have faith in the coming
of Thy perfect splendour. Thou art my glory and my
star. My steps shall not falter. I shall behold the Light
that 1s in Thee.

They have rcached the Western stde of the Altar, which
stands between the Thrones. The Master of the Tewmn-
ple has risen with wplificd arms.

Mastcr of the Temple.—Let the sons of the priesthood
put fire upon the Altar of the Hcart.

Guide of the Paths.—Plcad with the Fire of our Love.
Plcad with us in Thy Holy Iire.  Give answer in heaven
to our longing.

Master of the Temple—Descend upon our mountain,
O Master, and the bushes shall burn with fire. Come
into our Temple and consecrate the fires therein.

The Warden of the Temple has risen with uplifted arms.

Warden of the Temple.—The desire of the soul is to
Thy Namec and to thc remembrance of Thee. Thy
worship is a Tree of Life. We seck the knowledge of
Thy ways.

The Frater Ostiarius turns wp the lights of the Temple.
The Master raiscs his hands over the head of the
Postulant.

Master of the Temple—DBe unto us a Consuming
Firc and purge our grosser wills.  Inter into our purpose
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and purify ; come into the will and consecrate. . . Open
thy Temple, O Brother of the Rosy Cross, and receive
the Will of the Holy One.

The Master and Warden of the Temple resuine their
Thrones. The Guide of the Paths directs the Pos-
tulani to deposit the Sacramental Lamp on the Eastern
side of the Altar. The Postulant is lcft standing at
the western side and the Guide relurns to Iis scal.
Whaile still crect thereat, he lifts wp his Wand, saying :

Guide of the Paths.—O Glorious SHEKINAH, Holy,
Holy Spouse, bring us into the White Rose of thy
presence, symbol of that Divine Alliance which sustains
the worlds.

Warden of the Temple.—Lead us, O Lord, in Thee to
the union of CHOKMAH and BINAH.

The Guidc resumes his scal.

Master of the Temple—Irater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen aliud), between the Pillars of Severity and
Mercy, you havc followed a Path which leads to a place
of Mercy, because it significs a state of union betwecn
the active intention of man and that Law of Eternal
Being which 1s understood as Divine Will. It is by
such integration that the soul fulfils itself and attains
the perfect fruition of its own being. The will. which
dies to 1itself, in the personal or separate scnse, cnters
into true lifc. It does not thcrefore dic but is changed
by a ncw birth in time, and moves thereafter in con-
currence with the purposc of the Cosmos. The pure all-
penctrating flame of that Divine purpose will transmute
the fires of your nature and will pcrmeate your whole
being. The flame is also light, intclligible light of mind,
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a word speaking within and leading into all truth. He
who listens in his heart and he who hears it within him
becomes himself the true and the good. When it speaks
in your heart, my Brother, hearken to the Voice of
Fire.

There s here the pause of a moment.

Master of the Temple.—The Cross which you bear on
your breast, as one of your titles of admission to the
Path of PE, is the unfolded form of the cube, and herein
is a great mystery— not to be declared in this Grade.
When the cube is closed up it represents the Altar of
Incense, upon the material correspondence of which,
in the Temple of the Rosy Cross, you have offered up
yourself in sacrifice—signifying sanctification and self-
attainment in GOD. The Calvary Cross is inscribed with
the names of the SEPHIROTH. May the cross of your
manifested personality, my Brother, be written within
and without by the graces and virtues which are signified
by those titles. So shall there be a crown of your life
and a kingdom of GOD within you.

Warden of the Temple—The Path by which you have
travelled is that from which you will enter the Holy
SEPHIRA NETZACH in the Second Point of the Grade.
It is called the 27th Path and also the Active Intelligence,
a spirit which informs all things and is the motion thereof.
. It is an allusion to the mystery of the will, and in the
first place to that of the Divine Being, wherein is the
root of activity, the perfection and consummation of
all things ; but in the second place to that of man as the
native power—which under the Eternal Guidance—
carries him through the Paths of Lternity. Its work
~ is by the way of intentness, desire and love. The Banner
of this Path is displayed in the due East.
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The Warden of the Temple rises with uplifted Wand.

Warden of the Temple—Give us, O GOD, recollection.
Give unto us aspiration and desire. And give unto us
a knowledge of those Secret Ways through which we

shall pass behind material reason into the Living Sun of
Thy Truth.

He resumes his seal.

Warden of the Temple—The 28th Path of TSADDI,
which is a channel of communication between NETZACH
and YESOD, is called in our Secret Tradition the
Natural Intelligence. It is said to perfect, after its
own kind, the nature of every being under the orb of
the sun. It refers more especially to the mind, which
is allocated to the SEPHIRA YESOD. The ascent
into NETZACH is not through the natural mind but
by that directing power which works within it. There
is also the 3oth Path of RIESH, which connects NETZACH
and MALKUTH. It is called the Collective Intelli-
gence, and the tradition which we have reeceived tells
us that herein is the Law of Judgment concerning
celestial signs and the stellar influences. SAPIENS
DOMINABITUR ASTRIS, and such intelligence is for us the
Law of Grace and loving-kindness which obtains in all
things. It is also an art of wisdom by which we over-
rule all things in virtue of that Law.

The Warden has indicated the several Banmners at the
proper points of his discourse.

Master of the Temple—All these Paths are in com-
munication With the Pillar of Mercy, which is mystically
on the masculine side of the Tree, and their meanings
are explained and extended by the Great Pictorial
Symbols attached to the Paths. Iach of them illus-
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trates the operation and influence of SHEKINAH, not
only as the Guide of the Soul in the Paths which are
actually travelled but in those which are only passed
by on the ascent of the Holy Mountain. The Symbol
which lies uppermost on the Altar is that of the 27th Path.
It represents SHIEKINAH as the Lady of Reconciliation
and Lady of the Pillar of Benignity, intermingling and
reconciling the influences of CHESED and GEBURAH,
regarded as cleansing water and saving fire. They are
poured forth from two chalices, which have a meeting-
point at YESOD and descend thence as a River of Life
in MALKUTH. In the ascent of the Tree this symbol
signifies the will toward re-birth, being the last Mystery -
unfolded by the Grades of the Rosy Cross at that point
where the World of Formation merges in the World
that is beyond. In the descent of the influences from
above it signifies the virtues and graces of the Pillars on
the right and the left uniting with those which come
down from the Middle Pillar, represented by SHEKINAH,
who is herself the vesture of Messias. Her Chalice is
a Chalice of Salvation, a principle of sacramental life.
Her Cup is a Cup of Benedictions. It is an IEternal
Cup of Mercy, uplifted in the worlds of the Tree. It is
also a well of cleansing, even as the Laver of Moses, and
a deep water of illumination, like the Sea of Solomon.
Open your heart, my Brother, and its blessing shall
descend upon you. It shall be as the Cup of your con-
secrated being, hallowed by the desire of KETHER,
the crown and term of all.

The Master of the Temple cxlibits the Second Symbol.
Master of the Temple—The Symbol of the 28th Path

represents SHEKINAH as the new Moon on the side of
Mercy, looking towards the glorious Sun of TIPHERET H
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and reflecting its sacred radiance. The animals below
are the unregenerate instincts of the natural man in
MALKUTH, while the cray-fish reaching up toward
the land 1s the evil part of our nature. SHEKINAH
is the soul-part shining in the region of material darkness,
ignorance and savage fear. She reflects over the sad
region of our suffering estate the Divine Light of the
Self-knowing Spirit. The two towers signify the ramparts
of the visible world, and the space between them is
the issue into the unknown. In another and not less
important aspect,the Moon is.the natural mind, the state
of reflected and partial light, the illusion, the glamour
and the uncertainties of the logical understanding in
the presence of the great problems. I have said that
the new Moon is on the side of CHESED ; in the waning
it is on that of GEBURAH ; and at the full it is said
to reflect the Sun of Beauty and Righteousness. These
also are aspects of the mind, which in the glory of its
fulness reflects the Mind of Christ, thus corresponding
to SHEKINAH, whom I have termed the vesture of
Messias.

The Master of the Temple exhibits the Third Symbol.

Master of the Temple—The Symbol of the 3o0th Path
is an analogue of that which stands first in the present
sequence. It is SHEKINAH again in the act of dis-
pensing the powers and virtues from above. The Pillars
of Mercy and Severity are represented by their
SEPHIROTH in the form of stars. TIPHERETH
is immediately above and appears as a star of six
points, by rcference to the Christ-nature. She herself
bears upon her breast the star which corresponds to
YESOD, and at her feet is MALKUTH, whereon her
urns of life are emptied. They are urns of water and
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of fire—the Rain of Doctrine, the Dew of Divine Speech,
the Great Water of Understanding ; and the Fire of the
Holy Spirit, the tongues of Flame, the Splendour of
Supernal Wisdom.

The Guide of the Paths comes up direct from his scal
and takes charge of the Postulant.

Master of the Temple—Frater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen aliud), you have now passed in our symbolism
through a complete consccration of personality. May
the Divine Will rule henceforth therein and realise in
your life itself the things which we have presented in
Ritual. You have traversed that Path which leads to
the Victory, which is NETZACH. I salute you as Son
of the Path. I bid you go forth in pcace, to contemplate
its Mysteries and to prepare for your final experience
in the World of Formation.

The Guide of the Paths lcads the Postulant to the Door
without passing through the Pillars. The Postulant
leaves the Temple. The Door is sccured behind him.

Here ends the Ceremonial Admission of a Irater
Practicus into the Path of PE.
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SECOND POINT.

THE CEREMONIAL ADVANCEMENT OF A
FRATER PRACTICUS TO THE GRADE
OF PHILOSOPHUS, 4=7.

The arrrangement of the Temple is shewn in the Official
Diagram of the Second Point. The Temple is in
light.

Master of the Temple—GOD save you, Fratres et
Sorores. Our Frater Adveniat Regnum (vel nomen
aliud) has offered up his willing sacrifice. That is the
act of dedication on his own part. We have communi-
cated to him the Mystery of those Paths of grace and
enlightenment which lead from SEPHIRA to SEPHIRA
and in fine to the Sanctuary of NETZACH. That is
the consecration in symbolism which we have performed
upon our part. Another phase of Rosicrucian Doctrine
will now be committed to his charge. Then will the
Worlds of Action and FFormation have given to him that
which is theirs—a light dawning in the darkness and the
evidence of a light beyond. . . . Honourable Guide of
the Paths, as the priest of mediation in this Holy Temple,
say unto our Beloved Brother that the timec of con-
templation is over, that the Mystical Gate is open and

the Sanctuary awaits his presence.
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As the Guide of the Paths rises from his seat and moves
with the Sun Westward :—

Guide of the Paths.—In the Name of Supernal Wisdom,
of the Word which restores the worlds, prevailing from
end to end, strongly and sweetly over-ruling all things,
and in the perfect sanctification of will, he shall know
the Victory which is NETZACH. I will teach him the
way of prudence.

He has now reached the Door, and—giving the Sign of
the Grade—he leaves the Temple. The Door is sccured
behand him.

Master of the Temple.—There is a Water of the Wise
in CHESED. There is a Fire in the Water of the Wise.
That Sacred Fire is an influx from CHOKMAH, com-
municating to the purified will in NETZACH the wisdom
which is above understanding and preparing it toward
the Second Birth. Fratres et Sorores, may that Fire
descend upon us for the re-integration of our wills in
GOD. May it descend upon him who is about to be
received among us at this pregnant epoch of his progress.
May hec look toward the Hidden Sanctuary and the
desire of the eyes in TIPHERETH, as one who knows
that his Redeemer liveth and that after the captivity
of Zion there is the freedom of the Spiritual City. O
Wisdom from the Mouth of the Most High, Sceptre
of the House of Israel, Immanuel, our King and Law-
Giver, come and set us free in Thy Mercy. Delay no
longer.

While this takes place in the Temple, the Guide of the
Paths prepares the Frater Practicus in the pre-
cincts by decorating him with a Badge or Collar
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corresponding to that which is worn by a Warden of
the Temple, but not with the other insignia belonging
to this High Office. While so doing :—

Guide of the Paths.—Purified in the body and mind,
consecrated in heart and will, O Brother of the Rosy
Cross, remember, I pray you, that the High Mystery
of the Soul in union begins in a Mystery of the Will.

The Guide of the Paths directs the Frater Practicus
to give the Bailtery of the Grade on the outer side of
the Door, tlms—“ ‘| .I

The Ostiarius opens the Door and the Guide leads in the
Practicus.

Guide of the Paths.—Beneath him are the Everlasting
Arms, and the Shadow of the Wings is over him.

The Guide of the Paths pauses with the Practicus in
the North-West of the Temple. The Door is secured
behind them.

Master of the Temple.—The Lord has heard his voice
crying in the wilderness of material things.

Guide of the Paths.—The Lord has raised him up and
brought him through a Sacred Gate into a Holy Place. |

As the Guide of the Paths leads the Practicus and places
him between the Pillars :—

Warden of the Temple—We have opened the Gate of
Light, that in GOD he may see light.

When the Guide and the Practicus stand belween the
Pillars :—
Master of the Temple.—Frater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen aliud), open your gates, open your spiritual
portals : so shall the King of Glory come in and abide
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in your secret Temple. You heard in the Grade of
Practicus concerning a Secret Church and a higher state
of soul, represented in our symbolism by the Mystical
Garden of Eden. You are again on the threshold of
that Sanctuary and are called to enter therein, as one
who would search more deeply into the Hidden
Mysteries of Union.

Warden of the Temple—By what Sign do you enter
this House of Victory, O Son of Consecrated Will?

The Frater Practicus (as prompted by the Guide).—It
is borne on your own heart, O Honourable Frater
Practicus : it is borne also on mine. It is the symbol
of the SEPHIRA HOD ; it is the Sacred Letter HE
and the Sign of Consecrated Hearts.

Warden of. the Temple—Remember, O Irater Ad-
veniat Regnum (vel nomen aliud), that man doth not
yield himself to GOD and the Divine Purpose utterly,
save only by the fortitude of his sanctified will.

The Master of the Temple descends from his Throne
and pauses before it, facing West.

Master of the Temple—DBy the dedicated will of the
Postulant, by his complete consecration of personality,
and in the Name of the all-hallowing GOD, bring him
across the threshold.

Guide of the Paths.—The will of man in redirection
ascends like a pure fire toward the Supreme Being,
Whose essence is also will,

As the Master of the Temple approaches the Western
side of the Altar :—

Master of the Temple.—The will of man in its union
is of the substance of Divine Will.
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The Guide of the Paths leads the Postulant to the Western
stde of the Allar, where the Master is now standing,
and then resumes his seat.

Master of the Temple—The DBanner which over-
shadows the Altar in this Grade represents that Divine
estate in Paradise which preceded the condition de-
picted in the Grade of Practicus. Some intimations
of it have reached you already in the legend recited
therein, and the two allegories—taken together under
our mystical interpretation in the light of the Rosy
Cross—offer lessons of deep importance. In the mystery
which was unfolded on the severity side of the Tree you
heard rumours also concerning the traditional Fall of
man, which brought about a separation between the
Divine Son and the Immaculate Bride who is
SHEKINAH. That separation had its high purpose in
the scheme of human redemption, as presented by the
Secret Tradition of Israel; but one of its results was
a Division in the Sacred Name, for—as it is said—the
HE fell to earth; and it is only in the fulfilment of the
scheme—or at the end of the redeeming process—that
perfection will be restored to the Name. But that
which is to come is that which has also been, and in this
great allegory of being and of states the past depicts
~ the future, while the future restores the past.

You see no longer before you a SHEKINAH in exile
abiding in a desecrated kingdom of this world. She is
naw located in TIPHERETH—that is to say, in the
heart of her Eternal Spouse. She is again contained
within Him, and the Intercourse of this union is in-
effably more perfect than when she was brought forth
like Eve from Adam, so that she was face to face with

her Spouse and dwelt with Him in the state delineated
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to you as that of mystical marriage. The latter is like
moonlight in 1ts contrast with the darkness and frus-
tration of love in carthly intercourse. The former is
like sunlight in its comparison with both and dissolves
them in its own splendour. The Tree of Life is itself
transfigured by the union, and the Divine Name is
perfect in the depths, as it is also perfect in the heights.
You will see that MALKUTH carries the Crown which
is KETHER, that Mercy presides over Judgment and
that the names and titles of the SEPHIROTH are
counterchanged everywhere. It is indeed a new heaven
and a new carth, for He that sits upon the throne has
said : Behold, I make all things new.

Were these things, my Brother, but the bones of
some old theosophy, they could have no place in our
Rosicrucian inheritance, if that is to be accounted a
house of living treasures. But we have told you already
that SHEKINAH in our mystical allegory is the pro-
clamator of unity and the guide of man therein. As
the HE final in MALKUTH, she is in the state of separa-
tion or exile, and so also is the soul of man, apart from
the Spouse of the soul. In the state of union, which
is the state of the Middle Pillar above MALKUTH,
the HE is in union with the VAU, as exhibited by the
Diagram before you and as represented, also tradition-
ally, in Rabbinical Hebrew by the exclamation VAH,
which expresses a state of joy. But this union, which
begins in YESOD and is so symbolised therein, is
perfected in TIPHERETH, where the Lover and Be-
loved are no longer face to face, in simple union no
longer, but in the condition which is called UNITAS,
wherein there is no passage between subject and object,
for all things which belong to love have becn made one
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in the heart of love. But this, my Brother, is not only
the traditional history of SHEKINAH ; it is that of
your own soul and all souls of election on the way of
their return to GOD. In a most particular manner it
is the scheme of your proper advancement through the
Grades of our Fellowship, and because this illustrates
a real experience within, I have intimated that our Secret
House of Initiation contains a living treasure and not
the disjecta membra of dead theosophical lore. As
an illustration out of due time of that which awaits
you beyond the Second World of Rosicrucian knowledge
—and to mark its harmony with tradition and with
mystical experience—those who enter TIPHERETH
find that the Guide of their Paths, who is the living
Symbol of SHEKINAH, no longer leads them on the
visible way. At least for the time being, her work seems
done. She has gone inward into the Christ-State, and
the Beloved is hidden in the Lover.

You were told in the Grade of Practicus that we are
concerned with Divine Principles, not with personalities.
SHEKINAH is not for us either a Person in the God-
head or a great emanated Angel. She is a Principle,
in virtue of which we go back whence we came. We
all come forth from the Centre and—because of this
Principle—the Centre draws us back. The name of
this Principle is Love, and Love is the power whereby
the Will of GOD—which works toward union—is done
on earth, even as it is done in Heaven. When you
were told— also in the Grade of Practicus— that
SHEKINAH is the soul in the universal sense, the same
truth was intimated in synonymous words, for the soul
is Love—Love in dereliction for most of us, Love in the
night of divorce, Love in the paths of loss and a thousand
morganatic marriages, but always and only Love.
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Brother of the Rosy Cross, I give you the last message
of this unfolded Mystery. Your soul is itself
SHEKINAH ascending towards TIPHERETH, or union
with the Divine Son, Who is called Messias in the tradi-
tion of Israel and Christ under the New Law. Awaiting
that hour of attainment in the realisation of living
experience, the Portals of a symbolical TIPHERETH
may open in our Fellowship to receive you. Remember
in both respects that when— according to the Apocalypse
—the Spirit and the Bride, say, Come, the answer of
the faithful witness follows in a white flame of aspira-

tion: Even so, Come therefore—our Lord and our
GOD.

The Master goes back to his Throne. The Guide of
the Paths moves forward, places the Postulant with
his back to the North and assumes a position facing
him.

Guide of the Paths.—Frater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen aliud), the Sign of this Grade is given by raising
the arms at full length above the head, with the palms of
the hands outward and the thumbs joined at the tips. It
refers to the Ten SEPHIROTH ruling over the whole
personality and the direction of the will toward the
heights of mystical attainment. The Sacred Words are
JEHOVAH TZABAOTH, signifying God of Armies,
and they are the complement of ELOHIM TZABAOTH,
referred in the Secret Tradition to SHEKINAH as
Lady of Battles, allocated to the SEPHIRA HOD.
The latter is on the feminine side of the Tree, while
NETZACH is on the male side. The Pass-Word of the
Grade is CADAD, meaning Sparks and alluding to the
flight upward. Its numerical valueis 28, and this is the
Mystical Number. I invest you with the Girdle of a
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Philosophus, the colour of which is green, being that
assigned to NETZACH in the symbolism of the Rosy
Cross. It has also an allusion to the planet Venus
spiritualised, because the soul is in search of espousals
through the path of the Second Birth and the growth
of that life which is in GOD. The planet of the Grade
is Venus and it is traditionally a star of birth. . . . In
the spiritual mystery of the elements, the Grade of
Philosophus is in corréspondence with Fire, symbolising
the will of man. Itis this that we seek to re-establish in
conformity with Divine Will. . . . The four-square
Tablet which is placed in the middle South of the Temple,
‘containing Divine and Angelical Names referrable to the
Southern quarter of the heavens, is in correspondence
with the element of Fire, and is set up as a symbol
in our Temple for the sanctification of the will of man. . .
The Banners before you are symbolical Banners of the
Paths leading from the Grade of Philosophus to the
Mysteries of the Third Order. The Banner in the due
North represents the Path by which you have entered
NETZACH. This SEPHIRA is called in the Secret
Tradition a Recondite or Hidden Intelligence, and it
is so termed because it is the Refulgent Splendour of
all the intellectual virtues which are perceived with the
eyes of the mind and are attained in the ecstasy of
faith. '

The Guide turns the Postulant so that he faces the East

and then goes back to his place.

Master of the Temple.—You are entitled to receive
in this Grade and—by the power to me entrusted—I
now confer upon you the Mystical Title of Pharos
Illuminans, signifying a Tower of Light. I give you
also the Symbol of AESH, being the Hebrew name of
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Fire. Let them both be memorials of your inward
dedication and your consecrated life henceforth. It is
written, my Brother, that the Fourth River is PHRATH,
or Euphrates. And because you have other worlds to
conquer I give you that Word, to keep green in your
memory when the heart is athirst within you, when
you long for the Paradise that is above and listen in
all the vistas for a voice which cries : Whosoever will,
let him drnk of the Waters of Life freely. Remember
also that the waters were parted and became into four
heads. . . . . Honourable Guide of the Paths, I bid you
announce that he who was Frater Practicus in the
Fellowship of the Rosy Cross has been advanced to the
Grade of Philosophus.

The Guide of the Paths comes forward and taking the
Postulant by the right hand leads him about the Altar,
where they turn to the West, so that he is in the general
sight of the Brethren.

Guide of the Paths.—In the Name of JEHOVAH
TZABAOTH, and by the ordinance of the Honourable
Master of the Temple, I proclaim and testify that Frater
Adveniat Regnum (vel nomen aliud) has been admitted
to the Grade of Philosophus in virtue of a lawful com-
munication, that he is a son of the 27th Path, and
that he has received the Mystical Title of PHAROS
ILLUMINANS, with the Symbol of AESH and the Word
PHRATH, being the Fourth River of Eden.

The Guide of the Paths turns Eastward with the
Postulant.

Master of the Temple.—As regards your further progress
through the Worlds and Grades of our Fellowshup 1
have ncither counsel nor information to impart. The
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power to me entrusted reaches its term in NETZACH,
of which I am the representative and spokesman. The
course of your advancement through the First and
Second Orders should have taught you that the great
secrets are under a great reservation, and that it is given
to those only who keep themselves unspotted from the
world to break the seals of the Inner Sanctuary or to
open the Book of Life.

The Guide of the Paths leads the Postulant with the
Sun to his proper place in the Temple, being that of
Ostiarius. He returns to his own scat.

The Allocution of the Grade follows and is delivered
by the Imperator, but him failing by his Substitute,
or by the Master of the Temple.
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THE ALLOCUTION OF
THE GRADE OF PHILOSOPHUS.

GOD’s Providence overtakes us in many places,
that we may be directed into Paths of Light, Paths of
Intelligence and high Paths of Grace. In the following
of these, we who at some time—when we know not,
GOD knoweth—went forth upon the outward Quest
shall be drawn on the Quest that is within, and He shall
give us back unto Himself, after worlds of separation
and exile. The soul and the Divine Spouse are both,
meanwhile, in widowhood. Let us pray therefore that
the grace of the centripetal attraction may continue
to draw and draw, preventing and defending on all
sides. May that grace also enlighten in the public
thoroughfares of life, but us above all and with all—in
the mystical ways of knowledge. Therein, by His
special election, he has brought us already a certain
distance in the Quest that is ours and His. In this
spirit, Fratres et Sorores, and realising—as we are called
to do—that for every step which we can take with our
feet of desire, the Divine Lover advances on His own
part through a world of distance, to meet and forestall
us at the term of union—I invite you to lift up your
hearts, to hear and accept therein the Allocution
belonging to the Grade of Philosophus.

In the symbolism of this Grade, the Wings of the
Morning arc uplifted alrcady in the Orient of Mystical
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Life. The clouds dissolve and the Face of the Beloved
begins to be reflected in the soul. It is but the image
of the King in His beauty, yet the night and its shadows
areover ; a star in the East goes before us, and the vision
of the Sun of Righteousness is at hand. The path of
search is truly a path of consecration, but the language
of our concern has suffered a certain change. The
alliance between GOD and man is no longer a tongue of
symbolism but a principle of work in common, an unity
and integration of will and a marriage with the purpose
of the worlds. The difficulty is not to do the will of
GOD but to know it, for many ecarnest hearts in the
world without. In the Fellowship of the Rosy Cross
we have learned that Love is the key which opens every
gate, and especially the gate of will. It has been said
to you that will is Love. Marriage with Divine Purpose
postulates antecedent love, and the Purpose of GOD in
the world is one at the root and one in development
with that which obtains in respect of every soul. The
end is union.

We are told in our Secret Tradition that the sole
object for which man was sent into this world was to
know that JEHOVAH is ELOHIM, or that GOD and
His SHEKINAH are one. There are many deeps of
meaning in the doctrine thus briefly formulated. It
signifies that SHEKINAH is the Divine Energy which
sends out from the Centre and draws back thereto ;
that every soul come forth from GOD, in virtue of the
principle of union, is by necessity on the quest of Him—
through all its worlds of being and manifestation ; and
that it can attain true rest only in return to Him. But
seeing that the principle, the need, the end are summed
up in the word Love, the union with which they are
concerned is formulated rightly and always in terms of
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marriage. SHEKINAH presides over marriage, 1s the
Beloved in search of the Lover, the Bride joined to the
Spouse and abiding in His heart.

All symbolism which can be derived from the cosmic
and microcosmic world is taken to illustrate the path
of advancement toward this end in the ritual sacra-
mentalism of our Fellowship. IFrom Grade to Grade the
Brother of the Rosy Cross is led through successive con-
secrations, ending in that of the will at the height of the
Second Order. It signifies the conversion of his whole
object in life and nature. He stands therefore now upon
the threshold of a Second Birth, as if a change in the
substance of his being. Frater Adveniat Regnum (vel
nomen aliud), the Second Order delivers you, who have
been advanced this day among us, to the keepers of the
Greater Mysteries, as one who in the ritual sense has
been made white within and without, even as the White
Rose of SHEKINAH in the sphere of NETZACH. May
you so work and so attain that our symbolism shall
become life in you, and when in a yet deeper symbolism
you are called to the Second Birth, may you be truly
born again. So shall the Recondite or Hidden In-
telligence descend into your soul, my Brother, and be
realised by the consciousness of the soul in the Ecstasy
of Faith.

If the Minutes of any previous Meeting or other official
business are lo be taken in the Grade of Philosophus,
the Temple must be reduced at this point to the Grade
of Neophyte. By the power of his Wand, the Masicr
should close in the superior Grade, open in the lower
by Fiat, and after the business has been discharged
he should close similarly thercin and re-open in the

Grade of Philosophus.
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THE SOLEMN OTFFICE OF CLOSING
THE SACRED TEMPLE IN THE
GRADE OF PHILOSOPHUS.

Master of the Templc.-——j——
All risc.

Master of the Temple—To order, Fratres et Sorores.
The Kingdom which is above sends down its perfect
voice, and the kingdom that is below sends up its voice
of gratitude, in the humility and reverence of which
-assist me to close this Temple in the Grade of Philo-
sophus. . . . . Frater Ostiarius, guard our Sanctuary
of the will and the graces of dedication symbolised
in the Mystery of this Grade.

The Frater Ostiarius, having seen that the Door is

secured :—

Frater Ostiarius.—Honourable Master of the Temple,
where the will of the Lord is done, we are delivered
from the will of our enemies. The Temple is surely
guarded.

Master of the Temple.—Honourable Frater Theoreticus,
Guide, of the Paths and Grades, the Secret Law is

CHOKMAH and its tradition is a Sabbath, the rest
whereof is reflected into the SEPHIRA NETZACH.

Assure yourself that all present have known its repose
in their hearts.
The Guide of the Paths, standing in his place, lifts up
his Wand of Office.
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Guide of the Paths—Fratres et Sorores in the Fel-
lowship of the Rosy Cross, give me the Sign of Dedication
belonging to this Grade of Wisdom.

He turns in succession to the four quaricrs and recetves
the Sign of the Grade from all present, the Master
of the Temple cxcepted. The Guide turns to the
Master, giving it on his own part.

Guide of the Paths.—Honourable Master of the Temple,
the parts of our personality are as a chariot, and the will
which cleaves to GOD is the Spirit which rides therein,
prevailing as a victor over all things, and imposing peace
on all. They have given me the Sign of this Spirit.

The Sign is repeated by the Master.

Master of the Temple.—It was said : Let there be light
and the same is perfect love.

The Master and Warden descend from thesr Thrones
and face East, with Wands uplified. All present
Jace East.

Master of the Temple—May we who have incurred
the judgment, lest we die therein, be saved by the Name
of Thy Mercy, JEHOVAH TZABAOTH. Thy Word
is the protection of those who are united by faith in
Thee. Send down the Ambassador of Thy Mercy, send
down Thy Holy SHEKINAH to abide in us, full of
celestial benediction. Man cannot enter her Hidden
Palace and behold her glorious face until he is re-born
in Thee. Grant that after such regeneration we may
live in her Holy Light and may die by the Kiss of Thy
SHEKINAH, that we may enter into the Mystery of
Thine Union.
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The Master and Warden turn again to the West, and
with his Wand uplified :—

Master of the Temple.—Fire of the heart and fire of
the mind, fire of the will which seeks in GOD for wisdom.
May the Spirit descend upon us in tongues of flame,
and—even as flame leaps upward—so on the wings of
purpose may we ascend to Him.

Then, with raised cyes and both arms uplifted :—

Master of the Temple—The peace of Messias be upon
you and the blessing of the King of Peace. Depart in
the fire of fore-knowledge concerning His coming.

Warden of the Temple—Go, but return at your call
‘to the work of consecrated wills.

The Master and Warden return to their Thrones, but
remain standing.

Master of the Temple.—Fratres et Sorores, the Palace
of SHEKINAH is open to all prayers. Pray, therefore,
for ever In our hearts; seek in our wills for ever the
coming of the King. In the Name of JEHOVAH
TZABAOTH, in the Name of the Glorious MESSIAS, I
close this Holy Temple in the Grade of Philosophus.

Y

Master of the Temple. 1111
Warden of the Tem;ble.——-j ‘l ‘1 "
Guide of the Paths.—\ “ 1 1

Here ends the Ritual of the Grade of Philosophus, and
Here ends the Second Order of the Rosy Cross.

G. Wik, Printer, 396, King's Road, Chelsea, S.W.—10.
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