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Foreword 
t i i 

I 

There has for a long time 
been need for a really first
rate primer as to what Ceremon
ial Magick is all about. The 
need has been increasing over 
the last few years, for there 
has been a greater and yet grea
ter popular interest in things 
occult • • • •  reflecting a slow but 
very major change in modern 
man's perception of the world 
around him. 

Of all the various magickal 
methods known, perhaps the most 
effective for those whose minds 
are trained logically and scien
tifically is Ritual Magick. It 
posesses a precision and con
ciseness that is pleasing to the 
Twentieth-Century intellect. 

Hence this small book. It 
provides, in simple form and qu
ite briefly, the basic back
ground for inquirers into an ef
fective and venerable field of 
occultism • • • • • •  yet one which has 
been widely misunderstood, and 
it recommends excellent study 
sources. 



I v 
I must admit that I person

ally don't agree with all of 
this work. As one of the Old Re
ligion I look askance at a coup
le of Fra. Zarathustra's points 
on Witchcraft, even though he 
has shown me his sources. How
ever, I have known him to be not 
only a sterling scholar, but al
so a very intelligent person who 
will readily modify his views 
when there is enough solid evi
dence. I feel that, in time, our 
views will become closer and the 
differences will diminish. 

For really, all the fields 
of occultism, Art, Religion, and 
Philosophy "come together at the 
top". So also do the various br
anches within each. Whatever the 
kind of metaphysical study, for 
those who have the preceptive
ness to understand, it all re
turns to one great Principle • • • •  

that which by Its very nature 
cannot be put into the limitat
ions of the written word, but 
which yet is the key to the 
Cosmos itself. Read on, friend. 
It's Worthwhile. 

11Thomas11 
Editor, The Crystal Well 
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FOR THE SEGINNER 

The reader will pleas e note 
that this work is for the begin
ner or novice, a pers on with 
little or no knowledge whatever 
on the subject of Ritual or 
Ceremonial Magick. It is intend
ed simply to prepare the begin
ner for the more detailed and 
technical works in the field. 
The discussions here are intent
ionally brief and to some extent 
over-simplified, in order to 
allow an inexperienced person to 
decide if he wishes to pursue 
the matter further. 

This work is not intended 
to be a s hort-cut to enlighten
ment or a replacement for initi
ation, both of which are necess
ary to a pers on who wishes to 
practice Magick. 

Magick, when spelled with a 
'k', is not to be confused with 
's tage-magic' or sleight-of
hand. There are no 'tricks' 
involved with Ritual Magick. 
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Since medieval times, the stage 
magician has aped or copied the 
genuine Magus , usually without 
realizing it. 

A practicing Magician has 
gone by s everal names throughout 
his tory: Magus , Magi, Sorcerer, 
Wizard, etc. There are technical 
differences between some of 
thes e terms , but for the purpos e 
of this work, we will s tart out 
cons idering thes e various terms 
to be nearly equal. There is one 
popular term which DOES NOT 
correctly apply to the Magician 
-- that term is 'witch ' or 
'warlock' .* 

*For a more detailed discussion of 
this difference than is contained 
In th i s work, we suggest the 2nd. 
In th i s  series; 11A Brief History 
of Western Magick11, I n  addition to 
the books contained In the Recom
mended Reading List In the first 
lppendix to this work. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

WHAT IS MAGICK? 

Magick, in its broadest 
s ens e, could be defined as Man's 
attempt to deal with the un
known. This takes in a large 
amount of territory, and is part 
of the source of much of the 
confusion on the s ubject. 
Magick, like any other field of 
human endeavor, is s ometimes 
mis-used. Likewise, on occas ion, 
Magick is given as an excus e for 
a happening or result which is 
really not magickal at all. 

As broad as this definition 
of Magick is, it still takes in 
only part of what is usually 
considered 'occult' activity. 
The word 'occult ', means 'partly 
hidden '. In the case of Magick, 
some of the information is hid
den, because it is either 



2 AN INTRODUCTION TO MAGICK 

disturbing or dangerous for the 
un-trained to attempt to use. 

One modern Magician defines 
modern Magick as: "A system of 
ritua l hypnotic induction (con
juration) that calls up arch
typa l forms from the unconscious 
(evocation) 1 whereupon they can 

be used for numerous purposes, 
ranging from the frankly psycho
theraputic to the more abstract 
system research and develop -
ment".l 

While this definition is 
correct, it may be somewhat 
con fusing to the novice. For 
this reason, and others, I will 
attempt to give the reader a 
partia l understanding of Magick, 
by discussing its source, and by 
comparing it to other systems 
and practices. 

Fra. Aleyin, The Seventh Ray, 
Vol.l, No.1. 
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WHY MAGICK? 

One does Magick primarily 
because one feels that it is 
worthwhile or necessary. You do 
it because you want to. 

In times past, much of 
Magick was done from a religious 
viewpoint. In some areas it is 
still done this way. One might 
then assume that it was one1s 
duty to practice Magick. 

Nowadays, a goodly number 
of the people who think that 
they want to practice Magick, 
wish to do so because of the 
superstitious fear that Magick 
still causes among some people. 
Such would-be "magicians" are 
EXACTLY those from whom the 
knowledge should be with-held. 
Magick IS NOT for the power 
hungry, if for no other reason, 
th�t if such people do go into 
Magick, it eventually destroys 
them as a result of their greed. 
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KINDS OF MAG ICK 

All modern Magick, Science 
and most Religions, stem from 
Primitive Magic or Shamanism. 
All primitive societies have 
some form of magic. Whether or 
not such magic is recognised as 
separate from their Religious 
Belie fs, varies from society to 
society. 

Magick, as we have said, 
was (and to some extent still 
is) Man's attempt to explain, 
predict, control or change the 
unknown, unexplainable, unpre
dictab le and uncontrolable as
pects of his environment; from 
the weather, to whether or not 
so-and-so fa lls in love with 
somebody. Obviously, as Man's 
knowledge o f  the physical world 
about him increased, what was 
'supers tition' became 'science•. 

As the various cultures de
veloped and diverged, the magic 
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which they practiced changed. 
Other beliefs or practices were 
invented or. picked up from ad
joining cultures, and so a mix
ture of beliefs and practices 
were common in some areas. 

In some cultures, the 
'witch-doctor' became less of a 
practitioner and more a priest. 
Shamanism gave way to religion, 
with in some cases the magic 
being ignored or hidden. 

There are several modern 
residuals of primitive magic, 
perhaps the best known (but fre
quently the most mis-understood) 
is Voodoo, which is classed as 
'Sympathetic Magic'. The other 
major classification in this 
area is 'Imitative Magic', an 
example of which would be the 
American Indian's pre - hunt 
dances, wherein the hunters and 
magicians act out the desired 
results. Both of these examples 
could be considered 'Ritual 
Magick' if they are done in a 
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formalized manner, with a number 
of participants. An equally 
forma lized worship of something
or-other, wou ld NOT be Magic. 
Magick is something that is done 
because a particular result is 
desired. Magick is a tool. 
This is without a doubt the 
sing le largest difference be
tween Magick and Religion. 

In the Oriental or Asiatic 
countries, the religion and 
Magic took an early trend which 
was very di f ferent from that 
taken in the �vestern and Europ
ean areas. Today there are large 
differences between Eastern and 
Western Magick. We will sum up 
these dif ferences thus: IN THE 
EASTERN SYSTEMS, AN INDIVIDUAL 
IS OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE, BOTH TO 
HIMSELF AND TO THE SYSTEM. I N  
THE WESTERN SYSTEMS, AN I N D I 
VIDUAL IS OF PRIME IMPORTANCE. 

In addition, 
p laces much 

Western Magick 
stress upon time, 
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and upon real world results, 
both of which are largely ignor
ed in Eastern Magick. 

SOURCE OF WESTERN MAG ICK 

As far as we have been able 
to determine, the basic con
cepts, about which the major 
Western Religious and Magickal 
tradition was formed, originated 
in Egypt, something like 5,000 
years ago. There were several 
schools at Thebes, which taught 
these concepts. Schoo ls of this 
type are sometimes re fered to 
as Mystery Schools or perhaps 
more accurate ly as Metaphysical 
Universities. Those schoo ls in 
ancient Egyp t are known as, al
so, the 'Thoth-Hermes' Mystery 
Schools. The term 'Hermetics' 
re fers to the teachings of those 
schools. These concepts, which 
are common to Jewish, Moslem, 
and Christian religions, are now 
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called the Kaballa. 2 

Many excellent works on the 
Kaballa are currently available 
if one wishes to pursue that 
subject;3 for our purpose here, 
we shall simply say that the 
Kaballa is a basically religious 
philosophy and 'world-view' that 
was then, and is now, very ad
vanced and sophisticated. It is 
not static or dogmatic, but ra
ther, a thoughtful opinion on 
Man's relation to the universe, 
and himself. 

Refering now to the History 
of Magick map on the centerfold 
page, we can follow the movement 
and development of the Art of 
Magick. Beginning with the 
Schools in ancient Egypt (Khem) , 
observe the wandering of the 

2 Also spelled Cabbal la, Qwa-
balla, and sometimes abbreviat
ed Q.B.L. 

3 See the recommended reading 
list, Appendix I. 
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Hebrew tribes. Note the inter
penetration of cultures, during 
the Hebrew captivity. Much of 
what is now the Kaballa, was 
picked up from adjoining cult
ures, both during the captivi�y 
and later during the Diaspora. 

The Greeks got it primarily 
from the Egyptian Metaphysical 
Universities, which continued to 
operate for quite some time. 
Several of the Greek scholars 
who had attended the Egyptian 
Colleges, returned to Greece and 
started their own schools. The 
most notab le being Pythagoras, 
who operated a school on Sicily. 
Much of Platonic phi losophy 
stems from the teachings o f  
Pythagoras. 

On the other hand, the Mos
lems got it most ly from the 
Jews. The University at Fez, 
which had started out to be a 
liberal arts and magic school, 
gradual ly changed into a very 
narrow and dogmatic sect, teach
ing on ly the Koran and abso-· 

4 Dis persion. 
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lutely nothing else. 

As the repository of Magi
ckal knowledge moved farther 
away from ancient Egypt, both in 
space and time, various parts 
were lost, altered or diluted, 
and so on . A fter a considerable 
length of time, Moorish Spain 
became the re fuge for the Magi
ckal University. It was from 
these medieval Spanish Univer
sities that all of the great 
European Magicians and Teachers 
carne. These Metaphysical Univer
sities existed next to the Span
ish Inquisition without harm, 
and it was not until the Moors 
were driven out of Spain in 
1492, that the Metaphysical Uni
versities col lapsed. During that 
period of time that the Univers
ities were operating, nearly all 
of the Wealthy sent their child
ren to Spain to study. 

There was some remaining 
instruction conducted in Spain, 
after the Moors left, but is was 
usua l ly restricted to only one 
o r two subjects. It was possible 
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up to 1935 
in Astrology 
University. 

to get a 
from one 

degree 
Spanish 

We als o recommend that interes 
ted students s u bs cribe to THE 
SE VE NTH RAY --1The magazine of 
Ceremonial Magick1, published 

quarterly, featuring articles 
by Magickal A d e pt i in present 
practice, book reviews, astro
logical and alchemical Infor
mat ion , excerpts from ancient 
grimories and current news of 
M a gi cka l activities. $4.00/yr. 
Box 331d, Pasadena, Cal. 91103 
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CHAPTER TWO 

MAGICK & SC IENCE 

Although the physical sci
en ces did d erive from Alch
emy, ( Alchemy being a branch 
of Herme t i cs), Psy chology 
DID NOT der i ve from Magick-
which goes a long way toward 
expla i n i ng why the physical 
sc i ences have accomplished 
so much, while psychology 
has accompl i shed so 1 it tle. 

Modern psychologists are 
'discovering ' concepts which 

have been a part of Magick for 
centuries. It is a good question 
whether it would be better to 
say 'the psychological basis of 
Magick' or 'the Magickal basis 
of Psychology' • Host of the 
present-day public will accept 

1 Fra. Aleyin, "Alchemy. The 
Initiated Perspective", The 
Seven th Ray, Vol.l ,No.2 -
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something if it is labeled 'sci
entific ' and will likewise re
ject the identical item if lab
eled 'Magickal '. It really does
n 't matter that much to a Magi
cian, it does however matter a 
great deal to a Psychologist, as 
he gets grants and other finan
cial support for being 'scien
tific' but not for being 
'Magickal '. 

A good many psychologists 
were (and are) afraid of some of 
the things that they discovered. 
Jung relates a story of Freud 
begging him (Jung) not to re
lease some of his findings, 'le
st is cause a black wave of occ
ultism.• On several occasions, 
Jung did attempt to get around 
the metaphysical aspects of his 
work. It is a fairly well known 
fact that Jung found Astrology 
to be helpful in diagnosing and 
treating a goodly portion of his 
patients. The modern Magician 
is dependent upon many o f  the 
principals delineated by Jung, 
and later by Wilheim Reich. 
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Quite a bit of Jungian and Rei
chian terminology has been in
culcated into Western Magick. 

The Magician makes use of 
what Jung termed 'Arch-typal 
Forms', which exist in the 
deep mind. It is from these 
commonly shared areas of the sub 
conscious, that the Magician 
draws upon for his Magick. The 
power o f  these forms is only re
cently finding acceptance in the 
Scienti fic world, but has been 
known to Magicians for hundreds 
of years. 

In the early 1500 's Agrippa 
wrote: " • • •  Such things (Magick) , 
are delivered and writ by great 
and g rave philosophers, whose 
traditions who dare say are 
false? Nay, it were Impious to 
think them lies: only there is 
another meaning than what Is 
writ with the bare letters. We 
must not look for the principal 
of these grand operations with
out ourselves: it Is that inter
nal spirit within us, which can 
very well perform whatsoever the 
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prod i g i ous Magician s. the won
derful Alchymis ts and the bew i t
ch i ng Necromancers can effec t. 112 

The understanding and cor
rect use o f  these Archetypes is 
essential for a Magician, to in
sure his complete control of a 
Magickal Operation. 

To the Magician, there is 
no con flict between Magick and 
Science, or between Science and 
Religion. Others may be creating 
the con flict for whatever rea
sons they may have. 

MODERN RITUAL MAGICK 

Modern Ritual (or Ceremon
ial) Magick derives from a curi
ous admixture of medieval trans
lations (and sometimes mis
translatioris) of basically Kaba
listic writings, and some modern 
re-discoveries in the various 

2. Heinrich Cornelius Agr i _ppa, 
quoted in Francis Barre t t1s 
The Magus, (1801) 
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sciences. It is called 'ritual ', 
because that is how it is used. 
Some of it can be done alone, 
but it is usually done in gr
oups. These groups of people who 
get together to practice Magick, 
are frequently called 'Lodges'. 

THE MAGICKAL LODGE 

The modern Magickal Lodge, 
as a structure for doing l-1agick, 
began in England with the Order 
of the Golden Dawn, in the late 
Nineteenth Century. The original 
o.·.G:.n:. 3 no longer exists, al
though several of the former 
members still practice now and 
then. A goodly number of both 
Magickal and non-magickal organ
izations can be considered off
shoots of the o:.G.·.n;. . Some 
examples of these magickal of f
spring would be the post-Crowley 
O.T. O. and the A.". A.·. • A non-

3 The symbol :. is called an 
honor mark, and indica tes 
tha t the organiza tion i s  
•esoteric'. 
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magickal example wou�d be Paul 
Foster Case 's B.O. T. A. An ent
irely non-related organization 
calling itself ' The New Reformed 
Order of the Golden Dawn', is 
bogus, and not at all Magickal.5 

One particular man has had 
a great effect upon modern Magi
ck, that man was Alister Cro
wley. Crowley not only took over 
a German Rosicrucian Order (the 
O.T.O.), he also created several 
Magickal lodges of his own. 
Crowley's impact upon modern 
Magick is treated in some depth 
in publications

6 
number 2 and 3 

of this series. 

The modern Magickal lodge 
does other things, in addition 
4 Builders of the Adytum. 
5 
6 

See Time Magazine, 6/19/72. 
A Brief History of Western 
Magick, and The Modern Magl
ckal Lodge. 
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to Magick. It might also work in 
Alchemy, Astrology, Hypnosis, 
Levitation, and various E.S.P. 
areas. A moderately large amount 
of what is usually considered 
'occult' activity might be corr
ectly found in a Magickal Lodge. 
An equally large amount of th
ings would not be proper for a 
Lodge to engage in. 7 

TYPES OF LODGES 

Lodges which incorporate 
some or all of the teachings of 
Alister Crowley, are sometimes 
called 'Thelemic' Lodges, from 
Crowley's LAW OF THELEMA. Hence, 
'non-thelemic' Lodges, would be 
those which do not use much if 
any of Crowley. The LAW OF THEL
EMA is contained in a strange 
"Book of the Law", which was de
livered to Crowley by way of his 

7 T his is mo re adequately 
discussed in publication nu
mber 3 of this series; The 
Modern Magickal Lodge. 
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wi fe, in Cairo during the early 
1900 's, by a spirit who claimed 
to be named "Aiewass". The 
entire Thelemic concept is based 
upon the "Book of the Law" • 

The term "Hermetic Lodge'l 
would refer to a Western 
Lodge which uses the teachings 
which originated in the Thoth
Hermes mystery schools in anc
ient Egypt. 

Magickal lodges, as well as 
other organizations, can be cl
assified as to being either pos
itive or negative in 'Egregore'. 
Egregore, is a term which means: 
THAT BODY OF BASICALLY RELIGIOUS 
INFORMATION AND ATTITUDES WHICH 
A PERSON ACQUIRES AT AN EARLY 
AGE. The question of egregore, 
is not only dependent upon the 
organization, but also upon the 
individual member of that organ
ization. For example, if someone 
was raised in Africa, as a prim
itive African tribesman, Herme
ics would be anti-egregore for 
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that person,B unless he happened 
to be an Ethiopian who was rais
ed as a Coptic Christian. The 
reason for this being that Ethi
opia was the first Nation in the 
world to adopt a Christian s tate 
religion, and hence. Coptic 
Christianity has a Hermetic 
background. 

We now come to a subject 
that is a very sore point with 
most occultists in general, and 
Magicians in particular: Witch
craft, or 'wicca• . 

8 Regardless of how much educa
tion he received as an adult. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

MODERN & HISTORICAL WITCHCRAFT 

It is quite true that as 
Christianity spread across Eur
ope, that a great many of the 
common people were not 'conver
ted' until quite some time after 
the Nobles and Landed Gentry . It 
is NOT true that all of the na
tive (or primititve) religion 
which was overlayed, was the 
worship of Pan and Dianna, as 
Margret Murray and Gerald Gard

ner would have you believe . l In 
actual fact, there were dozens 
if not hundreds of 'Pagan• re
ligions which were supplanted. 

Because the Church also 
controlled the schools in medie
val Europe, whatever witches 
there were at the time were ill
iterate, and therefore there are 
no written records of any sort 
which could be considered com
pletely genuine. What little 

1 King, Francis: The Rites of 
Modern Occult Magac. 
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there is, is largely credulous 
garbage or Church propaganda. 
The entire business of an 'evil 
horned god' is an example of 
this sort. 

A goodly portion of the 
witchcraft and nearly all of the 
satanism reported by medieval 
Churchmen, was created either 
directly or indirectly by the 
Church itself. 

Because the Pagan tradition 
which the Church overlayed was 
entirely a verbal tradition, and 
because all of the written re
cords of that era were written 
by Churchmen, and because most 
of the other forms of communi
cations were also controlled by 
the same Churchmen, it is very 
unlikely that any of the origi
nal tradition survived more than 
three generations. 

There is a possibility that 
a few of the 'hereditary witch
es' in England may be descend
ants of these dark age remnants, 
however if such were the case, 
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they would be very few indeed , 
perhaps as few as a dozen. 

Most of today• s popular, 
well publicized •witches• are 
offshoots of a modern creation 
by Gerald Gardner. Gardner was 
a member of the OR DO TEMPLI 
ORIENTIS (O.T.O.) 1 a Her.metic
Thelemic Magickal Lodge, who 
found the going too rough in 
post w.w.I. England,2 and went 
to Crowley for s ome watered-down 
O.T.O. rituals, which he later 
claimed to be 'witchcraft'. 
Gardnerian witchcraft was the 
result. 

Today there are several de
rivations from Gardner, some 
call themselves 'traditional', 
others 'Alexandrian' (after Alex 
Saunders). There is one group 
which deserves some comment. 
They are the covens that call 

2 The governmen t was harassing 
the O.T.O. , due to Crowley1s 

an ti- Bri tish activi ties during 
World War I. 
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themselves 'Celtic Witches•. 
They are usually former witches 
o f  some other sect, which are 
disturbed or disappointed at the 
lack of genuine tradition in 
what they were told was witch
cra ft, and have begun to re
search what little genuine tra
dition remains. For the most 
part, these Celtic Witches do 
not use the hodge-podge of Her
metic trappings which Gardner 
created for his followers, but 
have turned their creative tal
ents to devising new methods, 
based on modern discoveries. 

With the exception of most 
of the Celtic covens (and a few 
others}, the motivation which 
draws people into witchcra ft is 
questionable. There are those 
credulous people who believe 
that 'evil ' is stronger that 
' good ', and hence are drawn into 
negative egregore organizations. 
This accounts for some of the 
kick experienced by some people 
who are engaged in things like 
satanism, and certain popular 
branches of witchcraft. Others, 
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while perhaps not actually be
lieving that what they are doing 
·cor attempting to do) is •evil1, 
are still attracted to it be
cause of the 'thrill1 aspect, 
and that it gives them (they 
think) the awe and respect of 
the public. 

Witches, then and now, pr
actice 'low magic', which deals 
with luck, love potions, hexes, 
and so forth. 

As we said before, part of 
the explanation of why what 
passes for witchcraft is so pop
ular, is that it is on the sur
face, an anti-Christian religi
on, and therefore has quite an 
emotional kick. Witchcraft (ex
cluding the exceptions mentioned 
already) requires little if any 
learning and work. It is largely 
an emotional experience and an 
excuse for play-acting and mys
terious airs. Some of the people 
really do believe that they are 
in fact worshipping in the 'old 
religion'. 
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This brings us to a basic 
difference between popular wit
chcraft3 and modern Western 
Magick. The Magician's power is 
NOT based upon a religious be
lief, but rather upon knowledge 
of himself and the system. 

To generalize a bit; All 
'cults' and most 'religions• 
contain some part or item which 
must be taken on 'faith1.4 This 
'belief' MUST NOT be examined, 
questioned, or analysed. This 
UNTHINKING ACCEPTANCE is the 
height of folly, to a Magician, 
and is one of the major weaknes
ses in most popular witchcraft, 
satanism, and Thelemic Magick. 
To a great extent, the more a 
Magician knows, the better off 
he is, whereas the more the wit
ches find out about the actual 

3 As wel 1 as other systems 
that rely upon ignorance, 
fearJ and so forth. 

4 F requentlyJ this item is 
obviously irrational, even 
foolish. 
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origin of what they are doing, 
the less they tend to foliow 
Gardner, and the more they try 
to re-create classical Paganism. 

It is unfortunate that the 
few sincere persons who are see
king a way for genuine fulfill
ment in the o ld re ligion, suffer 
because of the misdeeds of the 
popu lar phoney majority. A good
ly number of these phoneys, are 
in it for the money. Go into al
most any 'occult shop ' and you 
wi l l  find that the persons there 
consider themselves to be witch
es. One shop owner that I know 
c laims to be a 40th. generation 
witch. Yet one would think that 
in 40 generations, his family 
would have achieved sufficient 
enlightenment (not to mention 
money) which would make running 
a back alley hex shop an ana
thema. It is these people that 
pass themselves off as witches, 
that the public sees, and bases 
its opinion on. 
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The Magician, on the other 
hand, has had even less public 
exposure. Throughout history, 
the Magician has been a learned 
person, frequently from fort
unate families, well read, with 
sufficient leasure time to pur
sue the Arts and Sciences re
lated to his tradition. General
ly either a teacher or some 
other professional, sometimes 
deriving income from writing 
books, but definitly NOT an herb 
and hex pedd ler. 

---

Probably the closest thing 
to pre-Christian European wor
ship that exists today in the 
United States, is a modern re
creation ca l led 1 Feraferia1, 
which is based upon years of 
exhaustive research by its foun
der, Mr. Frederick Adams. For 
those persons who are not so 
much interested in on ly Magick, 
but a lso seek a nature oriented 
re ligion, we recommend Feraferia 
very highly. S 

5 See Appendix I I. 
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I ask the reader ' s indul
gence for this rather lengthy 
discussion on witchcraft, the 
reason being that it is in this 
area that a majority of the con
fusion exists. 

U:.he <r.,.ryst: aL 
"W"e \..\...; 1WICCA' l\'EWSLiTTER 

1Tnomas' F.O. Box 18351 
Philadelphia, 
Penn. 19120 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
BLACK MAGIC 

Another source of confusion 
about Magick, is the 'Black' ve
rsus 'White• Magick argument. 
From a technical aspect, ther� 
is no difference in the Magick 
itself. The difference is in the 
intent of the Magician. We de
fine 'Black magic' as: ANY ACr 
OR S ER IES OF ACT IONS WHICH SEEKS 
TO CONTROL OR DESTROY ANOTHER 
HU MAN BEING, OR TO DEPR IVE HIM 
OF H IS FREE W ILL AND SCOPE 
OF ACT ION. From this rather 
general definition, it can be 
seen that a fair amount of 'low 
magic' could be considered 
'black magic' also. 

A common mis-conception 
concerning the practice of Ma
gick, is that it is satanic. 
This is not the case. The Magi
cian does not worship 'the dev
il' or anything akin thereto. l 

I From a Ka balllstic view, the. 
worship of 1the devl 1' Is utter 
nonsense. 
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While evocational rituals do 
make use of entities which have 
been INCORRECTLY labeled 'de
mons', such entities are usually 
Pagan gods. The others, while 
less than human, are not in 
themselves 'evil'. Furthermore, 
the Magician COMMAN DS these en
tities. He most certianly does 
NOT worship them. 

MAGICKAL OPERATIONS 

The modern western Magi
cian, either operating alone, or 
within a Lodge, uses Magick op
erationally, that is to say that 
he does it for a specific result 
at a specific time, and in a 
manner which is calculated to 
produce the result desired. He 
uses the Scientific Method of 
Inquiry and Experimentation. He 
does not attempt to deny modern 
science and its accomplishments. 
Unlike most other persons in the 
'occult', the Magician IS a sci
entist to a large extent. 

There are two basic areas 
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of Magickal operations. Those 
using Invocational rituals; and 
those uirng Evocational rituals. 
The difference between them is 
that the evocational rituals 
make use of the Archetype forms 
which exist within the Magician 
himself , where the invocational 
rituals rely to some extent upon 
an external entity. 

It is interesting to note 
that most witches and nearly all 
satanists use only the invoca
tional rituals, and usually do 
so from a dogmatically religious 
(or anti-religious) viewpoint. 

Not so with the Magician. True, 
there is a reverent attitude 
present when a Magician is in
voking Angels, but there is no 
question of submission to an 
outside entity. The Magician 
surrenders to nothing. 

As we mentioned before, 
most other people who do attempt 
to do any magic, do so from 
either a devotional, self
denying, worshipful viewpoint, 
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or from an entirely self
centered (and basically black 
magic) viewpoint. Both are rely
ing on an outside power to do 
something for them, and hence 
are severely limited in what 
they can do, and even more limi
ted in what they can do safely. 

MAGICK IS NOT FOR EVERYONE 
Magick takes time, study, 

and work. It is not easy. It is 
occasionally dangerous. It re
quires intelligence and a good 
education. A strong grounding in 
any of the following fields wou
ld be very helpful: Ancient His
tory, Anthropology, Archeology, 
English or European Literature 
or Religions (preferable with 
emphasis on the Old Testament), 
Psychology, Medicine, most lang
uages (Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
Sanscrit, etc.) 1 Statistics, 
Spherical Trig.... The list is 
quite long, but the gene�l tr
end is obvious. The better edu
cated and the more eclectic a 
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person is, the better chance he 
has in Magick. 

Generally, persons who cl
aim to have had many 'mystical 
experiences' on their own, while 
not in some training program, DO 
NOT make good High Magick 
Adepts. In otherwords, acid 
heads, kooks, and the like, need 
not apply. The reason for this 
is not what you might expect. 
Magick is done by the excercise 
of the practitioner's will. Any 
interference with that willpower 
means no Magick. It makes no 
difference what the cause of the 
loss of willpower is, the result 
is the same; nothing happens. 

INITIATION 

In addition to inherent ab
ility and desire, there is one 
basic requirement for a person 
who wishes to practice Magick. 
That requirement is Initiation. 
IT IS H AZ AR DOUS AN D FOOLIS H TO 
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ATTE M PT TO PRA CTI CE HIGH MAGI CK 
WIT HOUT BEING INITIATE D. One 
does not come by an initiation 
through whim or shallow thrill 
seeking. You can not get it by 
mail or tape recorded lectures. 
You have to go somewhere and ha
ve it done for you by someone 
else, who is himself a high ran
king member of a Magickal Lodge. 
An initiation is not much fun, 
it is a task and a trial, and 
once done, you are bound for 
life neve� to disclose it to the 
unworthy. 

SOME FINAL REMARKS 

In closing, I would like to 
remind the reader that this work 
is primarily for the novice, and 
that the perceptive reader will 
have generated many more quest
ions on the subject than thi• 
work has answered. THIS IS EX· 
A CTLY AS IT SHOUL D BE. It il 
hoped that the intere sted per•on 

2 See the Sixth in this series, 
On Ini tia tion. 
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will pursue his inquiry to some 
length, and thus acquire a good 
grounding in the Art, or at the 
very_least, attain some under
standing o f  the field before he 
makes any final decision as to 
whether or not he wishes 
to continue. 

I repeat, there is no 
'quickie' method o f  attaining 

Magickal expertise. 

It is also hoped that this 
modest work will open the door 
for those able and worthy 
o f  knowledge o f  the Ancient 
Arcanum. 
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APPENDIX I 

RECOM MEN DE D REA DING 

FOR THE BEGINNER: 

Butler, W.E.: MAGIC, ITS1 RITUAL 
POWER AN D PURPOSE. 

Cavendish, Richard: THE BLA CK ARTS. 
Regardie, F.I.: THE GAR DEN OF THE 

POMEGRANATES. 
Butler, W.E. : THE MAGI CIAN, HIS 

TRA INING AND WORK. 

FOR THE INTERMEDIATE STUDENT: 

Crow, W.B.: A HISTORY OF MAG I C, 
W ITCHCRAFT, & OCCULTISM. 

King, F.: THE RITES OF MO DERN 
0 C C U L T MAG I C • ," 

Regardie, F.I.: THE MID DLE P ILLAR. 
" " " THE T REE OF LIFE. 
" " " T HE GOL DEN DAWN, 

(vols. I & II ) 
Shaw, Idriss: THE SE CRET LORE OF 

MAG IC. 
Grey, W.G.: MAGICAL RITUAL METHO DS. 
Waite, A.E.: THE BOOK OF CEREMONIAL 

MAGI C.** 
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APPENDIX I (cant•) 

FOR THE ADVANCED STUDENT 

Garrison, Omar: TANTRA: THE YOG A 
OF SEX. 

Bardon, Franz: 

II II 

II II 

Regardie, F. I.: 

Culling, Louis 

II II 

II II 

INITIATION INTO 
HER METICS. 

THE PRA CTICE OF 
MAGICAL EVOCATION. 

T HE KEY TO T HE TRUE 
QUA B BALA H. 

THE GOLDEN DAWN, 
(Vols. Ill & IV ) . 

T. : T HE COMP LETE 
MAGIC KAL CURR
ICULUM OF THE 
SECRET O R DER 

II 

II 

G. ·.s. ·.G.· .. 
A MANUAL OF 

SEX-MAGIC K. 
PSYC HIC SELF

DEFENSE. 
Crowley, Alister: MAGIC K IN THEORY 

AND PRACTICE. 
T HE CONFESSIONS OF 

ALISTER CROWLEY. 
t-1athers , M. (trans) : T HE SACRED 

M AGICK OF ABRA
MELLON THE MAGE. 

II II 
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APPEND IX I (cont.) 

The above books should be 
read in the order listed, in add
tion to the seven volumes in the 
Ritual Magick Series. 

*=Published in En gland under the 
title: W IT CH CRAFT IN ENGLAND. 

**=An older version is titled: 
THE BOOK OF BLACK MAGI C & OF 
PA CTS. 

APPENDIX II 

A D DRESSES OF M O DERN ORGAN
IZATIONS 1N T HE RITUAL MAGICK 
FIEL D AN D RELATE D AREAS . 

Ceremonial Magick: 
(Rosicrucian-Hermetic) 

o.· .. T •.
• A.·. 

Post Office Box 3 341 
Pasadena, Calif. 91103 

(Nature oriented, Pagan) 
FERAFERIA 
Post Office Box 691 
Altadena, Calif. 91001 
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APPENDIX II (cont.) 

Other Than Magickal 

(Pagan - Wicca) 

The Pagan 'Nay 

P.O. Box 5145 
San Bernardino, Ca. 

92408 
and 

P.O. Box 7712 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

19101 

(Pagan - Animist) 
Nemeton 
P.O. Box 13037 
Station E 
Oakland, Calif. 94 6 61 

(Pagan & Neo-Pagan) 
The Council of Themis 
P.O. Box 691 
Altadena, Calif. 91001 
(An internationa l council 
of Pagan and Neo-Pagan 
organizations.) 
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APPEND I X I I I 

PU BLI C ATIONS AND 
PER IO DI CALS IN THE 
FIEL D AN D RELATED 

ARE AS. 
Ceremonial Magick: 
(Quarterly bulletin of the 

o:.T:.A;.): 
THE SEVENTH R AY 
P. O. Box 334 1 
Pasadena, Calif. 
9 1 1 03 USA 

By subscription: $4.00/year. 
Foreign & Airmail: $ 6.00/yr. 
Back Issues, $2.00 each. 

(Tree-Monthly bulletin of 
Feraferia) : 

KORY T HALI A 
P. O. Box 69 1 
Al tadena, Calif. 
9 1 00 1 US A 

By subscription, $ 6.00/13 issues. 

OTHER P AGAN PUBLI CATIONS: 

THE CRYSTAL WELL 
P.O. Box 18 351 
Philadelphia, Penn. 19120 

(Free, donation requested) 
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APPENDIX III (cont.) 

NEMETON 
P.O. Box 13037 
Sta. E 
Oakland, Calif. 946 6 1 

Bv subscription, with membership 
$10.00; without membership (mag
azine only): $4.00/ye ar 

QUEST ( a  British Magazine 
address inquiries 
to their u.s. agent): 

c/o: Donna Cole 
2104 N. Hudson 
Chicago, Ill. 60614 

$4.00/year. 
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