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Lesson Twenty-four
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Dear Student,

Here is Lesson Twenty-Four, and with it you will have completed the Work and Study forming the basis for our First Correspondence Course in the Study of Occult Knowledge. Frankly there is not much in the way of Occult Study and Work in this final lesson. It is designed in part to encourage and enable you to finish your assigned Practices from previous lessons, and to review the entire Course of study in answering the Examination Questions. Now we want to answer right away one question that might occur to you, you do not have to take this Examination under any kind of supervision! It is not that kind of test. It is designed primarily for you to check yourself, and for us to help you in that check. In answering the questions you should feel free to refer to any part of the Course, or other reference books, or to your notes, although, frankly, everything you do need to refer to should be in your notebook by now.

Also in Lesson Twenty-Four you will find a good deal of information about the Gnostic Society for Self-Development, and an application form for joining the Society if you wish. We hope you do, but we don't want you to think that you, ‘HAVE TO JOIN,’ in order to keep on with your Occult Work and Study, whether with Ophiel and the Gnostic Institute or independently. 

The Society is a convenience for you, and we hope you will benefit in many ways from association with other Occult Students and from the Society's Knowledge-Information and Group Work, but some of you will still prefer to work alone and independently. Try to send in your completed Examination at the end of two weeks, and allow us approximately two weeks to check over your work. We will then return to you all your answers and notify you as to whether we consider that you have successfully completed the Course. 

Sincerely,

THE GNOSTIC INSTITUTE.

********************* END OF LETTER *******************

Now that you have reached the end of this course and benefited there from, I sincerely hope, I would like to tell you about a project which has been held in abeyance for some time period. The project is the formation and maintenance of a True Occult Society - one based upon the Caballa System (a system that works!) 

First I would like to say that, at least in my own case, I dreamed of finding a powerful Occult Society of which I could become a member. This Society (and also Occult College) would have a powerful teaching staff and would have powerful courses in Occult Magic and would be already demonstrating, in all ways, the marvellous attainments possible through the Knowledge and Use of the Magic of Occult Forces, etc.

Instead of the above dream, I found - Zero!

Oh, I found a number of groups, organisations, here and in England, with names of various kinds, big sounding names, but back of them was NOTHING! Nothing spelled with a big N.' I cannot name these groups here as there are laws against that sort of thing, but if I had found a real genuine group that really put out POWER, I would surely have named them to you for your benefit. Most of the groups I found were old in years and members - practically moribund, already dead but who wouldn't lie down. Many of them owned real estate holdings, which they had purchased decades ago when land was very cheap, and this was all that was holding them up as aforesaid.

Many of them had been founded by a more or less gifted person, but he or she died and left no successor to carry on Occult knowledge-power-use-developments further, and so the places grind slowly to a stand still, but keep up the appearance of life for a long time, as witness the many churches that have become mere shells and yet have large congregations. Thirty years ago, when I was starting on the Occult Path, the above discoveries greatly dismayed me, but being a Capricorn, and a mean one, I just never gave up and kept on looking, up to this day. 

However, I stand convinced now that if there is ever to be a good Occult Lodge, it will have to be started, and I propose to make this that start. Some groundwork has been done, and a few tenuous inner plane connections have been made, enough to get started on forming a Lodge. The present plans call for quite a different conception of a Lodge from the usual stuff heretofore set-up.

The present plans call for just two grades, called circles, “The Outer Circle" and “The Inner Circle," In the Outer Circle, you are the All-in-All important centre. YOU DO ALL YOUR OWN WORK FOR YOUR OWN SELF-DEVELOPMENT. YOU DO EVERYTHING FOR YOURSELF AND, WHILE YOU ARE KIND TO OTHERS, YOU DO NOT GO OUT OF YOUR MARKED-OUT PATH TO HELP THEM. HOW CAN YOU HELP OTHERS UNTIL YOU CAN FIRST HELP YOURSELF? SO, THEREFORE, YOUR FIRST WORK WILL BE TO DEVELOP YOURSELF TO YOUR FULLEST CAPACITY, AND THAT WILL BE YOUR JOB IN THE OUTER CIRCLE AND NOTHING ELSE. 

Also in the Outer Circle, the higher-grade members will assist and teach the beginning members, thus greatly helping themselves by doing so, since the quickest way to learn anything for your self is to teach some knowledge to others. This is not a violation of the first principle/rule mentioned, that in the Outer Circle you help only yourself, because by teaching others, you will help yourself. 

After you have attained enough proficiency in the Occult so that your personal life and possessions thereof are secure. THEN YOU CAN TURN YOUR ATTENTION TO HELPING OTHERS. We repeat, YOU CAN ONLY TURN TO HELPING OTHERS AFTER YOU HAVE REACHED YOUR OWN FULLEST POSSIBLE ATTAINMENT WHICH INCLUDES BASIC FINANCIAL ATTAINMENT AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

It is hopes that this programme will attract earnest Occult Students who desire to participate in a balanced growth programme FOR THEMSELVES AND NOT JUST LISTEN TO SOME PERSON TELLING YOU HOW WONDERFUL HE IS AND WHAT GREAT POWERS HE HAS! As pointed out in the previous lesson, there are many Occult Students and Teachers who concern themselves with the "spiritual" and who seek to deny and escape from the Physical World. It should be obvious to you all by now that the real way to the Spiritual Heights is not by escaping from the Physical World but by CONQUERING it. You have to first FULFIL your physical life-destiny, and, in the process, you are also fulfilling a Cosmic Plan relating to the effect your work in material things has on the Physical Plane Purpose.

Now, in gaining mastery of the Physical, you are also building accomplishments on the Inner Planes, and, in your Occult study, you are learning to consciously use your Inner Self in Integration with your Physical life/work. The Outer Circle of the Gnostic Society for Self-Development is open to all who meet a practical minimum of requirements. These requirements are automatically fulfilled, by those students who have successfully completed this first course in the Fundamental of Occult Knowledge: and who indicate a desire to participate in the Gnostic Programme. 

The main requirement boils down to a real basic desire to better yourself and to conquer the Material World through Knowledge and Power. The GNOSTIC devotes all his time and energy to understanding and developing his own personal Inner Self, and to the fulfilment of this True destiny and Obligations. Members of the Outer Circle do not concern them, selves with "helping" others or "Interfering" in their affairs, but rather recommend that the others pursue the same course that he is - so that they may learn to help themselves in all ways, which is truly the Royal Road.

To join the Gnostic Society, complete your work on this First Course, answer the Examination Questions included with this lesson, and send these answers and the answers to the questions for the previous twenty-three lessons with your application for membership to the address given. Your answers will be returned to you along with notification of your acceptance and other information you will require as a GNOSTIC. You will be sent - from time to time - special rituals to perform as part of the Society-wide Inner Plane Work, and you will be expected to make every effort to participate in this work. From time to time, as the membership grows, you will be put into contact with other GNOSTICS in your community, Institute. 

Following the Course on Astral Projection is a Course on Clairvoyance that teaches the actual basis for Clairvoyance, the use of the Tree of Life and the Basic Elements in directing your Clairvoyant Work, and demonstrates its functioning in the many different forms we are all more or less familiar with. All the Courses offered by the Gnostic Institute are PRACTICAL, and all are part of a balanced programme of Occult Advancement. Following the above mentioned courses of study will be more specialised studies on certain forms of Clairvoyant work, on the Making and Use of Talismans, on the practical Occult use of Astrology, and still more specialised study.

********************* END OF PAGE *********************

EXAMINATION

Note, the following questions cover the entire Course of 24 Lessons, and you are to send your answers, along with all the answers to the precious 23 lessons to: Each question requires at least a long paragraph to answer it. Please either prepare your answers on a typewriter or write very clearly.

1. Name and describe the Elemental Forces and their compounds.

2. Using either classical ideas, or your own, give your personification of the seven gods and goddesses.

3. Why did the Roman Catholic Church make "saints" out of these planetary forces?

4. Give correspondences from other religions and mythologies to these Forces.

(Please note, the ‘remainder’ of these, ‘Lessons’ are not ‘here’ as I did not ‘receive’ them from the ‘person’ who ‘gave them’ to me.)
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