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Lesson Twenty-one
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Dear Student,

In Lesson Twenty-One you will complete the Ritual with its final additions as far as this course work goes. You will also complete your Symbol work for this First Correspondence Course in the Fundamental of Occult Knowledge. As mentioned in the lesson, the final COMPLETE SYMBOL is a summation of all your symbol work so far, and you should look upon it as such. Instead of drawing it on a 4" x 4" card, as you have done with the other Symbols, make it on something larger as large as you feel inclined. 

It is a summation of your work, so be guided by your feelings on the matter. Often times, Occult students are concerned to know if they are doing something exactly right. Your lessons will give you general directions, but when it comes to something specific and you feel that the directions are uncertain, you can safely trust your feelings. Ask yourself, 'Does it FEEL right?" Your feelings here are Inner Plane contacts, and at the same time they are individually you. In following your feelings in situations like this, you are individualising your Occult work for your present need and situation.

Sincerely,

THE GNOSTIC INSTITUTE.
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In this lesson we will complete the Ritual. I will go through the complete Ritual as it should be done, and you note where you pick up new material. Start the Ritual by facing East. Make an equal-armed Cross and say the words, either in Hebrew or in English or both; or you can use one for starting and one for closing, if you like. Say, "Thou Art," (Ator) touching the forehead; "the Kingdom," (Malkuth), touching the breast; and the Power," (Ve-Gevurah) touching the right shoulder; "and the Glory," (Ve-Gedulah) touching the left shoulder; then clasping the hands and fingers together in front of you say, (Le-Olahm.) "Forever-Amen."

Most of the above you have been doing up to now, and also the first of what follows next - making the stars around a circle of blue flame, etc. The, ‘Four Winds.’ Ophiel did the concept, of the ‘Four Winds’ and their introduction into the Ritual. The Four Winds are the, “Vehicles,” of the Forces of the Four Quarters, the Four Elemental Quarters. A long time ago, I remember reading in some Occult literature where the Elemental Forces were referred to as "The Four Vital Airs." You will recall that the Element Air, symbolises movement-move-ability. When any one of the Elemental Forces functions (‘Moves?’) it partakes of the nature of, ‘Air.’ In fact, for any Elemental Force to function, it would have to partake of some degree of Air's movability. So, get out your compound cards and see which of the 25 cards you made and painted has this feature on them, a compound symbol with movability as a part of it.

You found them. Naturally, the Four Cards are (leaving out Akasha, which, as I said before, does not figure in "ordinary" operations, but is always in the background) Air of Air, Air of Fire, Air of Water, and Air of Earth. Do you begin to see now some ideas behind Occult Magic Practices? All things, physical things, are made up of the Elemental Tattvic Forces, and there is nothing else in the Physical Cosmos. However, now you can see somewhat clearly that these Elemental Forces must and do not change into each other, and they also change back and forth into and of each other - in and out. (The close to understanding this fully is in your 25 compound cards, so study them again, very carefully.

Again, however, although the Elemental Forces do actually change into each other, those changes are not so clearly seen with the physical eyes. The changes shown by - made up of - Combinations of Elemental Forces are quite clear and plain. For example, take the Combination Air of Earth. It occurs to me that this combination might be a hard one to understand, to comprehend easily, as Air being moveable and Earth being not moveable certainly presents a contradiction, and enigma. So, an example occurred to me. Take an artillery shell, or even a bullet, to make it simpler. This bullet is certainly "earth" (Iron, real earth), and yet it moves. 

Now, you notice the shape of the bullet. The shape is clearly round (cylindrical). So here is Air and Earth qualities combined! Also notice that the bullet is cone-triangle shaped, which hints of the Firepower, which propels the bullet. Please ponder over the above until you understand it fully. It is very important. Hence, we must proceed, even though a clear expostulation of the above would take a hundred books. Therefore, for the above reasons, I put the Invocation of the Four Winds into the Ritual where it so clearly belongs.

Now you are facing East, and you have made the Blue Flame Star. Proceed to enlarge the Star, say to about 8 feet by 8 feet. The East is the Quarter of Elemental Air. (Does not the Sun "move" from East to West? At least, apparently?) Visualise a scene like this "inside" the Star. A beautiful dawn: Pink to rosy-red clouds. The name of the east Wind is Eurus (E-U-RUS), so call "him" (as if he were a person.) "Imagine" and "Feel" a "soft, cool" morning breeze coming from the clouds in the Star and passing over you, and THROUGH you.

Keep this up for a time, shorter at first, and then increasing it as you go on. After a time, finish with the East, and, after gently erasing it from your mind picture, continue, the Flame Circle of the Quarter of the South and make the Blue Flame Star. The South is the Quarter of Fire, and the name of the South Wind is NOTUS (NO-TUS) so call him! Enlarge the Flame Star and visualise in the Star the following scene. A tropical coral island: White-capped waves dashing on the coral reefs. On this low island, palm trees swaying in the wind. FEEL the warm to hot breath of NOTUS coming from the scene in the Star and let it pass through and through you.

 After a time, finish with the South Wind and erase the scene out gently! And continue the Flame Circle on around to the Quarter of the West. The West is the Quarter of Water and the name of the West Wind Force is Zephyrus (ZE-PH-ER-US). Call him. Make, and enlarge, the West Flame Star. Visualise and see inside the Flame Star a Waterfall pouring over a medium-high cliff onto the rocks at the base. From these rocks arises a mist - clouds of mist full of rainbows.

Picture the water, after it hits the base of the falls, coming towards you AND POURING INTO YOU, FILLING YOU UP. When you feel filled, finish with the West Wind by gently erasing this mind picture. Now, continue the Flame Circle around to the North and make the "North" Star of flame. The name of the North Wind is BORUS, and "he" is the best-known Wind. So call Him! The North is the Quarter of the Element of Earth. All, the forces end in Earth, and all things return from Earth. It is the Quarter of the Element of Earth, which holds all the good things that are necessary for your happiness here on Earth. Therefore, after making and enlarging the Blue Flame Star of the North, visualise within it all of the material Things that you think you need to make you happy here on this Physical Earth. When you are through with this visualisation, erase it, and then turn to the Quarter of the East and close the Ritual exercise in the manner I taught you before. 

You now have completed the basic Cabalistic Cross Ritual, although you may make still more additions from time to time. Master it and practice it every day. Now, refer back to Lesson Eighteen where you started to do visualisation of your body. Keep up your practice on this, for we will make a very important addition to this work in the next lesson. You will now make your final Symbol, which competes your drawing work for this first course of lessons. This is the COMPLETE TATTVIC SYMBOL. It is the summation of all the symbol work you have done to date. Note that you will not make this painting on a 4" x 4" card as you have done with the others; rather, you should make it as large as you please. If you wish, and if you feel artistic enough, go ahead and make it into a large painting on canvass, and hang it - if you want - over your fireplace mantel or wherever else it will constantly remind you of your Occult Work. After making your outlines, colour the COMPLETE SYMBOL as follows:

1. Paint the outer Akasha section indigo.

2. Paint the next inner space Amber.

3. Paint the inside circle Blue.

4. Paint the triangle Red inside.

5. Leave the lower moon section white and paint the upper part Black.

6. Paint the inner square Yellow.
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QUESTIONS

1. What are the Four Winds? What is their function?

Why do we leave Akasha out of our considerations?

3. What is the basic idea behind Occult Magic Practices?

Save your answers until asked for them 

PRACTICES

1. Enlarge and complete the Ritual with the Four Winds as instructed. Do this Ritual every day, if possible. Do it just physically first, and then do it in your imagination - just as you have done with previous additions to the Ritual.

2. Make a COMPLETE TATTVIC SYMBOL as instructed.

SUGGESTED READING

“MAGICK IN THEORY AND PRACTICE,” by Aleister Crowley. This book is actually more famous than it is valuable, but it does have some rather good sections, and you should have enough basic Occult Knowledge now to pick out the worthwhile material from Crowley's sometimes egocentric, "ravings." In fact, if you keep a clear head while reading Crowley, you will have access to one of the most inspirational sources of modern Occult literature. Chapters include the Principles of Ritual, Evocation and Invocation, Magical Links, Clairvoyance, Body of Light. etc. Over 400 pgs.
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