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Lesson Twenty
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Dear Student,

In Lesson Twenty, we introduced you to the idea of using mythology as an aid, in gaining Occult Knowledge. For some of you that have had little or no acquaintance with the myths, this may seem quite strange. You must realise, however, that myths embody a great deal of wisdom about life, and the myth gods represent the Elemental Forces in various manifestations. By studying the gods in the various mythologies (Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Aztec, etc.) you are learning about, and coming into contact with, certain aspects of the Elemental Forces at work.

Mythology and Folklore contain a great continuing wisdom of mankind, but the key to their interpretation is to meditate on how the Elemental Forces- are being portrayed. Mythology is then rather like algebra, each story is a formula showing the Forces acting in a particular kind of situation. You must bring your imagination into play here, and you must relate your study to the Tree of Life, but you must also gain some real background in the myths. We recommend one book in particular as a source book – THE CLASSIC MYTHS IN ENGLISH LITERATURE AND ART, by Charles Mills Gayley, and urge you to consider this as a part of your most fundamental Occult Library.

Sincerely,

THE GNOSTIC INSTITUTE.

********************* END OF LETTER *******************

As we approach the end of these series of twenty‑four lessons in the Foundations of Occult Knowledge, I am struck by the diversity of the vast amount of material available on the subject of the Occult, and how little actual practical use is made of it. I am also struck by the strange fact that Occult practices parallel human life practices to a tremendous extent.

What difference, for instance, is there between concentration on your job and concentration on an Occult Magic Practice? In both cases, whether you are aware of it or not, you are using the inner Planes at the same time that you are using the Outer Plane. The/any action on the Physical Plane goes right on back up the Inner Planes to the single source of all "actions" and "things." In most all cases and actions in our lives, this Inner Plane action is automatic, and, in a broad basic sense, we can do very little to alter the basic-basic structure of our life/lives. Let me take a rather simple example, or maybe two of them. Let us take libraries and books.

Now, the indisputable fact is - that BOOKS - exist. Books exist on the Physical Plane. Therefore, books exist in the Inner Planes. The Physical Plane book you know about. Physical Plane books are made of Physical Plane Materials, which are drawn from all sources. And, you know what Physical Plane books are like. Now, consider the existence of books on the plane "next" above the Physical Plane, which is called, as you know, the Etheric Plane. (In the last lesson of this series I will give you the name of a book that deals with the subject of the Etheric Plane.) (Etheric Plane continuations of Physical Plane objects are called counter-parts.)

Book counterparts on the Etheric Plane look very much like Physical Plane books. If you will follow the directions as given in my book, “THE ART AND PRACTICE OF ASTRAL PROJECTION,” you may be able to develop a degree of Etheric sight and projection ability. If you succeed in developing some Inner Plane sight and projections, you can "examine" books on the Etheric Plane. By your examination you will find, as soon as you are used to this type of work, that, upon "first sight" some Etheric Plane books look very much like Physical Plane books. Closer examination will show, however, THAT ETHERIC PLANE "BOOKS" ARE COMPOSED OF NUMBERLESS TINY POINTS OF MANY DIFFERENT COLOURED "LIGHTS." Still closer examination will show that these coloured lights are gently moving and "flowing"; perhaps "pulsating," would be a more correct word.

If the tiny points of pulsating-flowing lights are examined still more closely, it will be found that a majority of the lights are of one definite colour. The major definite colour is the colour of the basic Force which "rules," in this case, books. Any other object, which we may be considering will have as its major colour the colour of the Force which "rules" that object, that particular object. he other colours which will be found in the Etheric duplicate of the/a physical plane book are the basic colours of the "rulers" OF THE OTHER BASIC MATERIALS WHICH MAKE UP THE REST OF THE PHYSICAL BOOK. To be sure you understand this fully, I will go over it again in a slightly different way. I want you to understand this thoroughly, because much, if not all, of your - and the world's – activity, follows this line. And, once you understand these basic things, you can move, and adjust your life, so that you can work yourself "into" it, to your advantage.

An "object" (In this case a book,) exists upon the Physical Plane. Its/the book's Physical Plane existence consists of the material existence of a large number of Physical Plane Materials mixed together. In this case, the mixture includes Paper, Ink and Thread, Colours for the inks, Glue, and other things, such as chemicals in the paper and inks, etc., in decreasing numbers and amounts. The basic material of each of the book's physical components/elements has a "Ruler" "behind" it, which "Ruler" makes the laws that "govern" the object/material. (See the differences between "rule?" and "govern?")

It occurs to me now, as a matter of fact, that, while I said before that you would have to penetrate into the Etheric Plane with your consciousness in order to detect the "points" of Light/Colours which I described above, I also remember that sometimes you can hold an object in the bright sunlight and see that its surface is composed of many points of colours; this can be seen if you look hard at the surface and turn it from side to side. 

Well, to proceed, the object on the Etheric Plane (called the counterpart), upon Etheric sight/examination, consists of countless tiny points of coloured lights with one predominating colour, this colour being the colour of the main Force which rules the object itself. The other colours are the colours of the rulers of the rest of the materials of the book, according to their proportions in the book: To continue. If the Etheric counterpart examinations continued "up" into the next plane the lower Astral, you will find the colours becoming brighter and brighter, and the "form" of the book will become less and less, but this will be an "emotion" of books.

When you reach the Mental Plane, you will find no forms at all, but only colours. This then is roughly the process of the Inner Plane "back upwards" to the beginnings of an object. So, again I suggest to you that you study the life process and find a way to enter into it. "How?" you ask. What suggests itself to you? To get back to our example of the book, what Inner Plane Power rules books? Hermes (Mercury) does. Hermes rules books and, naturally, libraries. So then, if you are connected with the business of books, or writing, you should spend a long period of time becoming acquainted, or becoming in "tune," with Hermes (Mercury.)

You should find out all you can about "him," starting with Greek mythology. You should find out all about his symbols, sigels, talismans, stones, colours, and everything connected with him. You should build a small altar to him painted in his colours and burn his incense upon it. This plan given for Mercury above is a model for all other objects you deal with in life. Whenever you are deeply connected with an object, or class of objects, you should organise your Inner Plane contacts with the object just as you do your Physical Plane contact.
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QUESTIONS

1. What is the difference between "rule" and "govern" as used in this lesson?

2. In Greek mythology, what role did Hermes play? How does this relate to books?

3. What is a, ‘sigel?’ (Look it up in the dictionary.) 

Save your answers until asked for them 

PRACTICES

1. Attempt to see the Etheric Plane Counterpart of a common Physical object in the way described in Ophiel's, “ART AND PRACTICE OF ASTRAL PROJECTION,” and describe what you experience. Also attempt the Astral and Mental Planes. Try it, even if you don't feel that you are going to be successful, and describe your experiences even if you don't feel that you were successful.

2. Make the composite symbof for Earth.

SUGGESTED READING

MAGIC AND THE QABALAH,  by W. E. Butler. 

This book describes how the Occult student makes with the inner side of things, and how he can gain Occult Knowledge in direct contact through the psychic faculties and the use of the Qabalah as a method of gaining knowledge. It is of particular value in your study of the Qabalah for its chapters on the Four Worlds, Adam Kadmon, and the Veils behind Kether.
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