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Lesson Fifteen
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Dear Student,

In the previous lesson, you were given some beginning work on the Cabalistic Cross Ritual, and you were told that more material on this Ritual would be given in later lessons. Already in this Lesson Fifteen, you are being given the first of these promised enlargements In this lesson, you are told that this Ritual is of really great importance to your Occult Study and Work and we cannot emphasize this too much. 

The more you practice this, the more dedication and work you do on it, the greater will be its results! Remember too, that the whole purpose of your Occult Study is to master the Tattvic Forces and to use them consciously. This Ritual, and its coming additions, will make your learning about these Forces an Inner Reality to you.

Sincerely,

THE GNOSTIC INSTITUTE.

********************* END OF LETTER *******************

In the ancient spot in Greece called Delphi there was the famous Temple of Apollo. This Temple contained an Oracle, which was used by the then existing Greek Nation of City-States. Over the archway of the Temple was a famous inscription cut into the stone. We, today, are confronted with a part of that inscription all the time. The part we generally have thrust at us is the phrase, “KNOW THYSELF!” There happens to be more to the inscription than that. The whole reads, "Know Thyself. Thou Art Indeed, Oh Man, The Tabernacle of the Living God, and Within This very Temple, Thou shall see God Face to Face."

Well, of course, this is a very heavy promise/statement. I don't suppose there are any of us who would refuse to "see" God face to face, but we know, instinctively, when we read these words, that it is for some kind of an end future. While we would not turn it down as I said before, many of us, until the bog event comes off in the end future, would still like to have some little help in our daily living experiences here and now. Many of us would like to have the taste of some success in a human way. It was more to the human success end that these lessons were written, as I have intimated in the beginning, and not so much to divine contacts. I trust you have noted that I have started several different approaches to the subject of SUCCESS IN DAILY LIVING in the previous lessons. 

To review a little, you have been given a bit of physical work, some mental work, some basic Occult work, etc., so that now you have some different approaches to the same goal, a combination of success here and now and a look forward to a future achievement on a "spiritual" level. In order to achieve these two goals, the one now and the other in the future, it will be necessary for you to work these several different approaches until they come together in and at a final end/result/point.  Hereinafter, I will take up again one, or another, of these various approaches and follow, it along for a while. I am not going to tell you about the switches from one to another as I make them. Instead, I am going to leave you to figure it out as to what category I am dealing with at the time and also, whether it is concerned with a "mundane" object or a "spiritual" object, a "now" or a "hereafter" object.

So, off again: As far as the Physical Cosmos is concerned - your physical world Cosmos, your success will rest on a foundation of correct Knowledge and use of the Tattvas. Basically, Tattvic knowledge is All Knowledge - all the real Knowledge there is. Now, I am not saying that unless one had, and masters, this Tattvic knowledge, there is no success, physical or otherwise in the world. Oh never! Many men and women, automatically and instinctively, grasp and use the Tattvas, often while very young in years. However, if you will study these people, you will find that many of them end up burnt-out physical wrecks at an early age - especially those who OVERDID the forces and didn't use ordinary common-sense restraint in their uses, or rather, in their over uses.

I am mentioning these people because these are the ones you hear about most, and you are apt to draw the wrong conclusions from them as examples. In the other hand, many men and women do use the forces and do not over-do them. At the time/date that I am writing these words, Mr. Herbert-Hoover is just being laid to rest in this hometown of West Branch, Iowa. If you will study his career, you will note a conventional use and successful application of these Tattvic Forces. You, however, are different - YOU ARE GOING TO LEARN TO USE THE FORCES CONSCIOUSLY. BUT, you must remember that other things are not to be overlooked, and you will have to develop some of these other things also, if you are going to achieve an all-round success.

It is necessary for you to make some more drawings at this point. I told you before that the Tattvas changed back and forth into each other. You can understand this readily, since you have been taught here that: All comes from One and One is All: You hear this all the time in almost all religions, but they never have explained what it meant. We will take up, at this point, the making and painting of simple Akasa symbols which I put off making at first because of the nature of Akasha. I do this so that you will understand that Akasha is not used as the others are used (except in very unusual conditions.) 

Take your 4 x 4 cards. Using a pencil, make the border first. Divide the 4 x 4 card in the middle horizontally. Then, following the sample design given in Lesson 11 and in this lesson, make the half-circles on both sides, as shown.

Then ink in the outline and finish the border. Paint the centre symbol indigo - blue - red, and the space outside the symbol Amber. (However, check the complementary colours for yourself each time.) You will not have the symbol of Akasha (Also spelt as Akasa.) There are actually no simple symbols such as I have given you up to now. I had to give you these simple symbols to introduce you to the subject. You have to make them for this purpose, part of which was also practice in drawing and painting.  For those of you who did the symbols quickly, and also for those who can do the work when they get around to it, I am going to give another part to the Cabalistic Cross exercise.

Look at the drawing of the two stars accompanying this lesson, practice making this star on a piece of paper and then practice making it in the Air in front of you. Use your right hand. There are two starting points, depending on whether it is morning or night. In the morning, when you arise, make the star starting from the top point, come down to your left hip (approximately), cross over to the right side, then to you (left side, then down to your left hip, and then back to the top, completing the star. This is for the morning. At night, make the star by starting at the lower left-hand point and go up to the top and then around, as shown practice making this star in front of you, until you get the motions down perfect.

Now, add this star to your ritual, which is called the Cabalistic Cross Ritual. Start by facing the East; make a star and complete it. Then turn to the South and repeat. Turn to the West and repeat, then turn to the North and repeat, and finish by turning to the East. Meditate, and get firmly fixed in your mind, that the "directions" you are facing, each in turn, are more than the "directions" of East, South, West, and North. THEY ARE THE "QUARTERS" OF THESE DIRECTIONS. 

In this case, "Quarters" means the spheres of Actions for our life-living movements. And, while they are related to the directions, the Quarters have a much wider sphere of Action, extending on through and into the Inner Planes. In lessons following, you are going to add to this ritual progressively, so give some meditative thought to each development as you go along. Actually, this ritual will be as important as any other practical "working" in the Occult that you will ever learn. As you study the lessons of this first course and the lessons of successive courses, you will learn to add to the ritual and you will learn to use the ritual itself for different purposes. Try to do the ritual every morning and evening in the way that you are being instructed, but never feel guilty if you miss occasionally.

Your constant use of the ritual will slowly bring you into contact with Occult Forces, and will slowly transform your thinking so that you will be able to handle these Forces safely and constructively. In addition, your performance of the ritual will develop some very practical powers that you will utilise in all phases of your life and this, of course, is true of all your Occult work.
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QUESTIONS

1. Write a paragraph giving your own interpretation of the inscription over the archway to the Temple of the Oracle at Delphi.

2. What is the foundation of your success in the Physical Cosmos?

3. What danger? Is faced by people who instinctively, but without full knowledge, make use of knowledge about the Tattvas? How are you going to use them?

4. What are the "Quarters" you face in the Ritual? Save your answers until asked for them PRACTICES

1. Make the drawings of the five Akasic Compounds as instructed.

2. Learn, and practice every day, the Cabalistic Cross Ritual.
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