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Forgotten Books takes the uppermost care to preserve the wording
and images from the original book. However, this book has been
scanned and reformatted from the original, and as such we cannot
guarantee that it is free from errors or contains the full content of the
original.
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"The Sepher Yezirah is the central text of the Kabbalah, in which
the doctrine of the 'mother letters' is expounded, and the
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exposited."
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Sepher Yezirah, A Book on Creation

PREFACE

HIS metaphysical essay, called "Sepher Yezirah," (book

on creation, or cosmogony,) which | have endeavored to

render into English, with explanatory notes, is considered
by all modem literati as the first philosophical book that ever
was written in the Hebrew language. But the time of its
composition and the name of its author have not yet been
ascertained, despite of the most elaborate researches of
renowned archaeologists. Some maintain that this essay is
mentioned in the Talmud treatise Sanhedrin, p. 66 b. and ibid.
67 b. which passage is according to the commentary of Rashi, to
treatise Erubin, p. 63 a., a reliable historical notice. Hence this
book was known already in the second or at the beginning of
the third century of the Christian Era. The historian, Dr. Graetz,
tries to show very ingeniously in his work, entitled "Gnosticism,"
p. 104 and 110, that it was written in the early centuries of the
Christian Church, especially when the ideas and views of the
Gnostics were in vogue. This opinion, however, he afterwards
revoked. (See Dr. Graetz's "History of the Jews," Vol. V, p. 315 in
a note.)

Dr. Zunz, the Nestor of the Jewish Rabbis in Europe, maintains
that we have to look for the genesis of the book "Yezirah" in the
Geonic period, (700-1000), and that it was consequently
composed in a post-talmudical time. But if so, it is very strange
that Saadjah Gaon, who lived in the tenth, and Judah Halevi,
who lived in the twelfth century, represented the book
"Yezirah" as a very ancient work. Therefore it seems to me, that
Dr. Graetz had no sufficient cause to repudiate his assertion
concerning the age of this book; because all the difficulties
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which he himself and others raised against his supposition, fall
to the ground, when we consider that the most ancient works,
holy as well as profane, had one and the same fate, namely,
that from age to age more or less interpolations were made by
copyists and commentators. Compare also Prof. Tenneman's
"Grundriss der Geschichte der Philosophie," improved by Prof.
Wendt, p. 207.

Tradition, which ascribes the authorship of this book to the
patriarch Abraham, is fabulous, as can be proved by many
reasons; but the idea that Rabbi Akiba, who lived about the
beginning of the second century, composed the book "Yezirah,"
is very likely possible. Be this as it may, it is worth while to know
the extravagant hypotheses which ancient Jewish philosophers
and theologians framed as soon as they began to contemplate
and to reason, endeavoring to combine oriental and Greek
theories. Although there is an exuberance of weeds, we will
find, nevertheless, many germs of truisms, which are of the
greatest importance. A Christian theologian, Johann Friedrich
von Meyer D. D., remarked very truly in his German preface to
the book "Yezirah," published in Leipzig, 1830: "This book is for
two reasons highly important: in the first place, that the real
Cabala, or mystical doctrine of the Jews, which must be
carefully distinguished from its excrescences, is in close
connection and perfect accord with the Old and New Testa-
ments; and in the second place, that the knowledge of it is of
great importance to the philosophical inquirers, and can not be
put aside. Like a cloud permeated by beams of light which
makes one infer that there is more light behind it, so do the
contents of this book, enveloped in obscurity, abound in
coruscations of thought, reveal to the mind that there is a still
more effulgent light lurking somewhere, and thus inviting us to
a further contemplation and investigation, and at the same time
demonstrating the danger of a superficial investigation, which is
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so prevalent in modem times, rejecting that which can not be
understood at first sight.”

I shall now try to give a sketch of the system as it is displayed in
the book "Yezirah," which forms a link in the chain of the
ancient theoretical speculations of philosophers, who were
striving to ascertain the truth mainly by reasoning a-priori, and
who imagined that it is thus possible to permeate all the secrets
of nature. It teaches that a first cause, eternal, all-wise, almighty
and holy, is the origin and the centre of the whole universe,
from whom gradually all beings emanated. Thought, speech and
action are an inseparable unity in the divine being; God made or
created, is metaphorically expressed by the word: writing. The
Hebrew language and its characters correspond mostly with the
things they designate, and thus holy thoughts, Hebrew language
and its reduction to writing, form a unity which produce a
creative effect.’

The self-existing first cause called the creation into existence by
gquantity and quality; the former represented by ten numbers,
(Sephiroth,) the latter by twenty-two letters, which form
together thirty-two ways of the divine wisdom. Three of the
twenty-two letters, namely, Aleph, Mem, Sheen, are the
mothers, or the first elements, from which came forth the
primitive matter of the world: air, water and fire, that have their
parallel in man, (male and female): breast, body and head, and

! Thus for instance, they imagined that the name of Jehovah, "I, is by
reversing the alphabet; yox¥xn (mzpz); mem signifies the letter jod,
zaddi, the letter he, and pe, the letter wav. These unmeaning sounds,
they said, have magic power. Some maintained that the Hebrew
language consists of twenty-two consonants, because being the
complex of all beings, its number is equal to the most perfect figure,
namely, of the periphery, as it is well known that the diameter is
always to the periphery as seven to twenty-two.
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in the year: moisture, cold and heat. The other seven double
and twelve® simple letters are then represented as stamina,
from which other spheres or media of existence emanated.

Man is a microcosm, as the neck separates rationality from
vitality, so does diaphragm the vitality from the vegetativeness.
God stands in close connection with the Universe, and just so is
Tali connected with the world, that is, an invisible, celestial or
universal axis carries the whole fabric. In the year by the sphere,
in man by the heart, and thus is the ruling spirit of God
everywhere. Notwithstanding the decay of the individual, the
genus is produced by the antithesis of man and wife.

Hebrew commentaries on the book "Yezirah" were composed
by: first, Saadjah Gaon, of Fajum in Egypt, (892-942); second,
Rabbi Abraham ben Dior Halevi; third, Rabbi Moses ben
Nachman; fourth, Elieser of Germisa; fifth, Moses Botarel; sixth,
Rabbi Eliah Wilna: The book "Yezirah," together with all these
commentaries, was published in 1860, in the city of Lemberg.
But although the commentator Saadjah was a sober minded
scholar in a superstitious age, a good Hebrew grammarian, a
renowned theologian and a good translator of the Hebrew
Pentateuch, Isaiah and Job into the Arabian language, his ideas
and views were, nevertheless, very often much benighted. See
his comments on Yez. Chap. |, etc., etc.; his notes on "Yezirah"
Chap. Ill, 2, prove undoubtedly that he had no knowledge
whatever of natural science, and therefore his annotations on

It was frequently observed by Jewish and Christian theologians, that
the Marcosianio Gnostic system, as well as that of the Clementinians
of the second century, contain many analogies and parallels with the
book "Yezirah." Marcus divides the Greek alphabet into three parts,
namely: nine mute consonants Odwva, eight half vowels Nudwva,
and seven vowels dwvnevrda, in order to give a clear idea of the
peculiar constitution of his "Aeons." (Irenaeus Haer, |, 16.)
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the book "Yezirah" are of little or no use at all. All the other
commentaries mentioned above, together with all quotations of
other expounders of the same book, contain nothing but a
medley of arbitrary, mystical explanations and sophistical
distortions of scriptural verses, astrological notions, oriental
superstitions, a metaphysical jargon, a poor knowledge of
physics and not a correct elucidation of the ancient book; they
drew mostly from their own imagination, and credited the
author of "Yezirah" with saying very strange things which he
never thought of. | must not omit to mention two other Hebrew
commentaries, one by Judah Halevi, and the other by Ebn Ezra,
who lived in the first part of the twelfth century. They suc-
ceeded in explaining the book "Yezirah" in a sound scientific
manner, but failed in making themselves generally understood,
on account of the superstitious age in which they lived, and the
tenacity with which the people in that period adhered to the
marvelous and supernatural;, they found, therefore, but few
followers, and the 'book "Yezirah" remained to the public an
enigma and an ancient curiosity, giving rise to a system of
metaphysical delirium, called Cabala.

Translations of the book "Yezirah" and comments thereon by
learned Christian authors are: first, a translation of the book
"Yezirah" with explanatory notes in the Latin language, by
Wilhelm Postellus, Paris, France, 1552; second, another Latin
version is contained in Jo. Pistorii artis cabalistical scriptorum,
Tom |, p. 869, sqq., differing from that of Postellus. Some are of
the opinion that John Reuchlin, while others maintain that Paul
Riccius was the author of it. (See Wolfii Biblioth. Hebr. Tom., |,
Chap. 1.) Third, Rittangel published the book "Yezirah," 1642, at
Amsterdam, entitled: "Liber Yezirah qui Abrahamo patriarchae
adscribitur, una cum commentario Rabbi Abraham F. D. (filii
Dior) super 32 Semitis Sapientiae, a quibus liber Yezirah incipit.
Translatus et notis illustrates, a Joanne Stephano Rittangelio,
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ling. Orient. in Elect. Acad. Regiomontana Prof. extraord.
Amstelodami ap. Jo. and Jodoc. Janssonios," 1642, in quarto;
fourth, Johann Friedrich von Mayer, D. D., published the book
"Yezirah" in Hebrew with a translation and explanatory notes in
the German language, Leipzig, 1830.

All these translations are out of print and are rarely found even
in well regulated libraries. | was so fortunate as to obtain a copy
of Dr. Mayer's edition of the book "Yezirah." He states in the
preface to it, that he had a copy of Postellus' translation in
manuscript as well as some others, and compared them. The
explanatory notes given by this author are, nevertheless,
insufficient and sometimes very incorrect. The present
translation is, as far as | could ascertain, the first that was ever
published in the English language. Again, | have to add that |
have not only endeavored to correct a great many mistakes and
erroneous ideas of my predecessors, but | have also endeavored
to give more complete annotations. | therefore hope that the
candid reader will consider the great difficulties I had to
overcome in this still unbeaten way of the ancient Jewish
spiritual region, and will receive with indulgence this new
contribution to archaeological knowledge.

DR. ISIDOR KALISCH
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CHAPTER.

SECTION 1

AH,! the Lord of hosts, the living God, King of the
Universe, Omnipotent, All-Kind and Merciful, Supreme
and Extolled, who is Eternal, Sublime and Most-Holy,
ordained (formed) and created the Universe in thirty-two ?
mysterious paths ® of wisdom by three * Sepharim, namely: 1)

! Our author maintains that there is a first intelligent, self-existing,
almighty, eternal ruling cause of all things, and that an everlasting
entity produced nonentities by a progression of effects. The divine
knowledge, he adds, differs from the human knowledge in such a
degree, that it gives existence to all that is. ppn ™ “nm MX2E is a
talmudical expression. (See Treatise Bava Bathra p. 93.} It seems to
me, that the author not only wanted to contradict Plato's assertion
that the Supreme Being had need of a plan, like the human architect,
to conduct the great design, when he made the fabric of the Universe,
but also the common belief that God reasons and acts by ideas like a
human being. As the prophet Isaiah exclaimed: "Behold! God has no
ideas like you, and his ways of acting are not like yours." {Isaiah 55, 8-
9.)

? The number thirty-two is not only the fifth power of two, and the
sum of ten units and twenty-two letters, but is also the sum of the first
and last letter of the Hebrew Pentateuch, namely: 2 2 and 30, equal
thirty-two. (See Kusari p. 343, translated into German by Dr. David
Cassel.)

? Paths denote powers, effects, kinds, forms, degrees or stages.

* These Sepharim or three words of similar expression signify: first,
number, calculation or idea; second, the word; third, the writing of the
*word. The idea, word and writing {of the word), are signs to man for
a thing, and is not the thing itself, to the Creator, however, idea, word
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S'for 190; 2) Sippur 1190; and 3) Sapher 190 which are in Him
one and the same. They consist of a decade out of nothing * and
of twenty-two fundamental letters. He divided the twenty-two
consonants into three divisions: 1) three niInx mothers,
fundamental letters or first elements; 2) seven double; and 3)
twelve simple consonants.
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and writing {of the word) are the thing itself, or as some ancient
Rabbis remarked: ",mawms =737 qwynt 930 &7 127 MK UAvpna ldea,
word and work are one and the same to God." There is an ideal world
in the divine intellect, according to which this sensible world was
made. The difference between the human and divine manner of
thinking admits no comparison.

' This means to say, that there has not been any matter or hyle
existing from all eternity, containing different kinds of primitive atoms
or molecules etc., as the Greek philosopher, Anaxagoras, taught, but
that all things are the gradual emanations of one everlasting being.
This idea is then symbolically explained in the next paragraph.
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My niviwo
*)} X1, 1902 19i01 190l
SECTION 2

The decade® out of nothing is analogous to that of the ten
fingers (and toes) of the human body, five parallel to five, and in
the centre of which is the covenant with the only One, by the

word of the tongue and the rite of Abraham.
T 2.
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! The design of the author is evidently to deduce the proof of the
decade from the phenomena in the nature of man, who is generally
considered the crown or the final cause of the terrestrial creation, and
upon whom God vouchsafed two most precious gifts, namely: the
articulated word, and the religious element (spiritual purity). This
passage is explained by lIsaac Satanow in his Hebrew Dictionary
entitled Sephath Emeth, p. 44, b:
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The tongue is, as it were, the descriptive pen of all the spiritual issues,
and the genital parts are the originators of the corporeal substances.
Every one of them is an eternal covenant in order to preserve the
human race for ever, according to its two-fold being: body and spirit.
Each working after its own way, physically and spiritually.
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SECTION 3

Ten are the numbers out of nothing, and not the number nine,

ten and not eleven. Comprehend this great wisdom, understand

this * knowledge, inquire into it and ponder on it, render it
evident and lead ? the Creator back to His throne again.
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SECTION 4

The decade out of nothing has the following ten infinitudes:
1) The beginning ? infinite. 6) The depth infinite.

! Like Pythagoras, who taught that the digits inclusive number ten
which are typified in Tetraktys, (TetpaktUc) namely: 1 plus 2 plus 3
plus 4 equal 10, and which comprise the whole arithmetical system of
nature, etc. Our author endeavors to show the gradual emanation of
all things from God, which were completely finished in ten spheres.

2 My Hebrew reading is: 2w 9% v There are various readings;
therefore Postellus rendered it: "restitue figmentum in locum suum;"
Rittangel, "restitue formatorem in throno suo;" Pistorius, "fac sedere
creatorem in throno suo." The author seems to ridicule here the
Gnosticians who maintained that Demiurg was the creator of man and
the sensual world.

* In God is the beginning and he is the boundary of the Universe.
Compare also the Talmud treatise Chagigah p. 12.
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2)"end" 7) " East "
3) " good" 8)" West "
d} n E“'l.il 1 L] g] LI} Nﬂrth m
5) " height " 10) " South "

and the only Lord God, the faithful King, rules over all from His
holy habitation for ever and ever.
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SECTIONS
The appearance of the ten spheres out of nothing is like a flash
of lightning, being without an end, His word is in them, when

they go and return; they run by His order like a whirlwind and
humble themselves before His throne.

! Here is contradicted the system of ditheism, consisting of an eternal
God, the Author of all good and of "Hyle" or "Satan,” the co-eternal
and co-equal principle of evil, maintaining that an all-perfect God
alone is the author of all good and evil, and has in his infinite wisdom
so wonderfully contrived the nature of things, that physical and moral
evil may produce good, and hence contribute to carry out the great
design of the Supreme Being. Compare also Chap. 6 §5.
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SECTION 6

The decade of existence out of nothing has its end linked to its
beginning and its beginning linked to its end, just as the flame is
wedded to the live coal; because the Lord is one and there is
not a second one, and before one what wilt thou count? *

O34
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SECTION 7

Concerning the number ten of the spheres of existence out of
nothing keep thy tongue from speaking and thy mind from
pondering on it, and if thy mouth urges thee to speak, and thy
heart to think about it, return! as it reads: "And the living

1 As the infinite series of numbers starts from one unit, so was the
whole Universe formed a unity, that centres in the Godhead.
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creatures ran and returned," (Ezekiel 1,14.) and upon this * was
the covenant made.
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SECTION 8
The following are the ten categories of existence out of nothing:
1) The spirit of the living God, praised and glorified be the name
of Him who lives to all eternity. The articulate word of creative
power, the spirit and the word are what we call the holy spirit is
2) Air emanated from the spirit by which He formed and
established twenty-two consonants, stamina. Three of them,

however, are fundamental letters, or mothers, seven double
and twelve simple consonants; hence the spirit is the first one.

' The meaning is, that as the living creatures which the prophet saw in
his vision were stricken with such an awe, that they could not go any
further to see the divine glory, and had to return, so is the decade an
eternal secret to us and we are not permitted to understand it. We
find this very idea in the Pythagorean system. The disciples of
Pythagoras looked upon the decade as a holy number, and swore by it
and by the Tetraktys which contain the number ten,
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3) Primitive water emanated from the air. He formed and
established by it Bohu ' (water, stones) mud and loam, made
them like a bed, put them up like a wall, and surrounded them
as with a rampart, put coldness upon them and they became
dust, as it reads: "He says to the snow (coldness) be thou
earth." (Job 37,6.)

4) Fire or ether emanated from the water. He established by it
the throne of glory, the Seraphim and Ophanim, the holy living
creatures and the angels, and of these three He formed His
habitation, as it reads: "Who made His angels spirits, His
ministers a flaming fire." (Psalm 104, 4.) He selected three
consonants from the simple ones which are in the hidden secret
of three mothers or first elements: wn”xN, air, water and ether

o adopted here the reading of Judah Halevi, namely:

PP 2% 2

WMATHE T W,

with the exception of the word 170 because it is obvious from
“Yezirah," Chap. Il, that the author signifies by the word "Tohu,"
nothing, and not something, as Judah Halevi erroneously thought.
Moses Butarel and others tell us that they had before them a correct
copy of "Sepher Yezirah," where it reads:

TN AT P P 3 1 PR O

mnen

The same passage is mentioned in the Talmud treatise Chagigah, p. 12,
a, with the addition of

MUPILET 0N JRW 7RI

o,

The word m»7wonn is translated by Rashi, moist. Some say it is a
compound word of 7191 mn; others of 2172 "MK, etc. But the word is
not of Semitic origin; it is, according to my opinion, borrowed from the
Greek as the word 70, etc., NAnun flood. o1k mn%sn flood-stones.
The same word is used treatise Beza, p. 24, b, 037 127120 fish that are
caught from out of the flood.
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or fire. He sealed them with spirit and fastened them to His
great name and sealed with it six dimensions. *
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! According to the author, the space and six dimensions emanated
from the ether.
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5) He sealed * the height and turned towards above, and sealed
it with 1

6) He sealed the depth, turned towards below and sealed it with
I'n

7) He sealed the east and turned forward, and sealed it with N

8) He Sealed the west and turned backward, and sealed it with
hll

9) He sealed the south and turned to the right and sealed it with
ni

! Judah Halevi in his book entitled "Kusari," p. 456, illustrates it thus:
The Creator is one, and the space has in the figurative expression six
dimensions. The book "Yezirah," having ascribed to the Creator some
names in the spiritual language, chooses now in the human language
the finest sounds which are, as it were, the spirits of the other sounds,
namely: "11" and says, that when the divine will was expressed by
such a sublime name, it became that which the Exalted by praise
wished to call forth according to the combination of ".m7" Hence it
follows, that the material world was created in such a way and
manner which corresponds with the material, namely, by the sublime
spiritual name, which corresponds with the material name, 137, v, 77,
v, M, M, and out of each of them became one dimension of the
world, the sphere.
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10) He sealed the north and turned to the left and sealed it with
M
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SECTION 9

These are the ten spheres of existence out of nothing. From the

spirit of the living God emanated air, from the air, water, from

the water, fire or ether, from the ether, the height and the
depth, the East and West, the North and South.
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CHAPTERIL

SECTION 1

HERE are twenty-two letters, stamina. Three of them,

however, are the first elements, fundamentals or

mothers, seven double and twelve simple consonants.
The three fundamental letters wn“~ have as their basis the
balance. In one scale ! is the merit and in the other criminality,
which are placed in equilibrium by the tongue. The three
fundamental letters wn“x signify, as n is mute like the water
and ¥ hissing like the fire, there is ¥ among them, a breath of
air which reconciles them.
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! The author shows here by the symbol of a scale and the phonetic
character of the fundamental letters ,o"2"% that the opposite forces
and the struggle which prevail in the smallest as well as in the largest
circles of creation are appeased and calmed.
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SECTION 2

The twenty-two letters which form the stamina after having

been appointed and established by God, He combined, weighed

and changed them, and formed by them all beings which are in

existence, and all those which will be formed in all time to
come.

nJEta 1.
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SECTION 3

He established twenty-two letters, stamina, by the voice,

formed by the breath of air and fixed them on five places in the

human mouth, namely: 1) gutturals, ¥ N n v 2) palatals, 2' 2 7 3)
linguals, TV 71N 4) dentals, Tw 0y 5) labials, 21 n 9
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SECTION 4
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He fixed the twenty-two letters, stamina, on the sphere like a
wall with two hundred and thirty-one gates, ' and turned the
spheres forward and backward. For an illustration may serve
the three letters, ¥ 1 A. There is nothing better than joy, and
nothing worse than sorrow or plague is.

kel
DWY DAY NIFNIR Tio! X2 73722 '3
12'01 1227 'R N0 N7YNT7 AT yN 'K Y2
nvnYy wam
SECTION 5
But how was it done? He combined, * weighed and changed: the
N with all the other letters in succession, and all the others

again with X; 2 with all, and all again with 1; and so the whole
series of letters. * Hence it follows that there are two hundred

! Meaning outlets, outgates of the creative power, formations.

? The word signifies joy, and when transposed, forming the word
YAl it signifies just the contrary, trouble, plague. He means to say, that
the letters of the words 13v and ¥ are the same, but they signify
nevertheless, opposite ideas on account of transposition. Just as the
sphere remains the same during the rotation on its axis in its setting
and in its rising; yet it appears to us as if it had undergone a great
change on account of its different position.

* My reading is 1999 1207 17

* The combination of the twenty-two letters without permutation is
represented in the following table:
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and thirty-one ! formations, and that every creature and every
word emanated from one names. *
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! The number of combinations of twenty-two letters two and two

without any permutation is according to the mathematical formula

n—i 21
H'Tmli—l X 2_=13 I.

? The ancient philosophers maintained that if God is the first cause,
and He is necessarily, He, the immediate effect of Him, as an absolute
unity, can only be again a unity. Hence from a being that is in every
respect a unique being, there can only emanate one being; because
would two essentially and truly different things issue conjointly from
one being, they can only proceed from two different things of
substance, that would consequently admit a division that is inconceiv-
able. They then put the question, how came so many various beings
into existence? Our author is therefore endeavoring to show that the
whole universe emanated gradually from the spirit of the one living
God.
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SECTION 6

He created a reality out of nothing, called the nonentity into
existence and hewed, as it were, colossal pillars from intangible
air. This has been shown by the example of combining the letter
N with all the other letters, and all the other letters with Aleph
(x). He' predetermined, and by speaking created every
creature and every word by one name. For an illustration may
serve the twenty-two elementary substances by the primitive
substance of Aleph ? (x).

aJE .

X! WA YRR 1 NRN WY DR TR Y 2xn

'The reading of Von Jo. Meyer and others is as follows:

prelintiale

IR WY IR 120 2T 2OTINY 2T IR 1RY 0o

71 7270 MISTE WV MUY 92 %07 DR 92 02T A3 N

12701 1277 DMWY ONEN DI MAT AN

My reading according to a manuscript of Rabbi lsaac Luria, which |
have preferred to all others, is thus:

5T WHN WING IWIN NROTR TN M 2ITIRY T

TR TRY DDNI AN 1270 MK X QY 12 101 0V K 6913

AT AT DR 92 R DR D2 aTh Ow O 12001 02T

AWY O DTESN A2 N

%It has been already mentioned above Chap. i, &1, that God, his idea
and his word are a unity; hence the author signifies by the letter Aleph
the air from which emanated the creative speech, etc.
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CHAPTERIIL

SECTION 1

HE three first elements, wn-x are typified by a balance,

in one scale the merit and in the other the criminality,

which are placed in equilibrium by the tongue. These
three mothers, w*n*x are a great, wonderful and unknown
mystery, and are sealed by six ' rings, or elementary circles,
namely: air, water and fire emanated from them, which gave
birth to progenitors, and these progenitors gave birth again to
some offspring.

PR DR/ Rl

T K.

W7 nink W RN [TI0! 92 NI3T 9] NN
[1U7) 70 Y210 DM W2 NN U "N TIo
7172 X791 NODNI DINQD) YW NIy INy*
DN VYN DR1 WX DDA T NIAX NIdRNI

NIT7IN

! Here is meant: ethereal air, ethereal water, ethereal fire, the
macrocosm, the courses of time and microcosm. Many offspring or
derivations came from the latter three, as their progenitors, as it is
explained afterwards in the chapter.
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SECTION 2
God appointed and established the three mothers, w*n"xN
combined, weighed and changed them, and formed by them
three mothers w*n”~ in the world, in the year and in man, male
and female.
1w 2.
WY NIAR U RUK (70 1230 127Y (7Y
12'D1 ¥ DN WY Nink U X D7iv] U2yl
NIAKR U"N"N NIYL U2 NIAN U N"N W12
27 PN
SECTION 3
The three mothers w*n“N in the world are: air, water and fire.
Heaven was created from fire or ether; the earth (comprising
sea and land) from the elementary water; and the atmospheric
air from the elementary air, or spirit, which establishes the
balance among them.
TITn A
W7¢ NN U N 0712 14N 01 YN DY

1821 UKD YIRI INI2 DA IR DN
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Y91 0ima
SECTION 4

The three mothers w"n“x produce in the year ': heat, coldness 2
and moistness. Heat was created from fire, coldness from

water, and moistness from air which equalizes them.
TIH A
W7 NiAN Y N N NI DiN IR0 in
N2 WNA IR N2 DR Y Y00
:oma

SECTION 5
The three mothers w*n“x produce in man, male and female,
breast, body and head. The head was created from fire, the
breast from water, and the body from air, which places them in
equilibrium.

izl

W7 NINN &7 N"K YDA 12T N2FN UK [0

N WX NI URN (U2 X721 DN DA

' The author endeavors to show how the creative divine word became
more condensed and how a new series of productions came out of
three elements.
? In ancient times coldness was considered to be a substance. [See
Psalm 147, 17.]
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21N Yon 0inia
SECTION 6

FIRST DIVISION. God let the letter. Aleph (X} predominate in

primitive air, crowned ! it, combined one with the other, ? and

formed by them the air in the world, moistness in the year, and

the breast in man, male and female; in male by w"n”xX and in
female by :D"w"N

AT .
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SECTION 7

SECOND DIVISION. He let the letter Mem (n) predominate in
primitive water, and crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them the earth, (including land and sea) coldness
in the year, and the belly in male and female; in male by
“wen“N >, in female by: :x*wn

TR T,
NJ2 2. )00 NiN N 0'NA WP D)

[92¥] DT NT2 1Y DD YIX DIV i1 Nwa

'1d est, made it the reigning power.
? Namely, with the two other elements.
* That is to say a different combination of the elements.



28 ForgottenBooks.org

[V Y912 2T U R NA* NIFN IN"Y DL
*) N1 wTReRA

SECTION 8
THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter Sheen (@) predominate in
primitive fire, crowned it, combined one with the other, and
formed by them, heaven in the world, heat in the year, and the

head of male and female. *

S .
N2 2. )70 NIK W UKL WR 7 0D

1921 NT NT2 Y1 DN D' 0Yiv3 DNl NY2

WX €912 12T N3P

! According to the opinion of the author, it may be arranged as
follows:

Aleph. Mem. Sheen.

World: Air, Earth, Heaven or
(Inclusive  of | Atmosphere.
Land and Sea)

Man: Breast, Belly, Head.

Year: Moistness, Coldness,
Heat.
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CHAPTERIV.

SECTION 1
HE ! seven double letters, Ta2 N9 with a duplicity of
pronunciation, aspirated and unaspirated, namely: ,nn
07,99 ,00 ,77T ,22 ,22 serve as a model of softness and

hardness, strength and weakness.

FabRAeal
TITH N,
VAW Ni7193 T332 1”192 NiANINA "Nyl
NRIYY7 2”2 A2 7722 99 7" NN NN
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SECTION 2

Seven * double letters, ,(722 M19> shall, as it were, symbolize
wisdom, wealth, fruitfulness, life, dominion, peace and beauty.

! The aspirating pronunciation of p in the Greek, was adopted by the
ancient Jews in Palestine for the Hebrew letter 7. They pronounced it
partly aspirated and partly unaspirated. [See Dr. Geiger's Lehr-und
Lese-buch der Mischnah, p. 22, and Dr. Graetz's Gnosticismus, p. 117.]
* According to the idea of our author, there emanated from the unity
of God three ethereal elements: primitive air from the spirit, from the
air, primitive water, and from the water, primitive fire or ether, out of
which came other spheres of existence in the significant and highly
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SECTION 3

Seven double letters serve to signify the antithesis to which
human life is exposed. The antithesis of wisdom is foolishness;
of wealth, poverty; of fruitfulness, childlessness; of life, death;
of dominion, dependence; of peace, war; and of beauty,
ugliness.

nIwn A

YA Ni7192 7712 1”192 71272 "M
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SECTION 4

important number, seven, from which descended smaller spheres and
which produced again others. He endeavors to show how the ideal
became, after numerous emanations, more condensed, palpable and
concrete. The whole creation is thus contemplated as a pyramid,
terminating in a point at the top with a broad basis. [See Dr. Graetz's
Gnosticismus, p. 224.]
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The seven double consonants are analogous to the six dimen-

sions: height and depth, East and West, North and South, and

the holy temple that stands in the centre, which carries them
all.

71w .
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SECTION 5

The double consonants are seven, Ta2 N192 and not six, they
are seven and not eight; reflect upon this

fact, inquire about it, and make it so evident, that ! the Creator
be acknowledged to be on His throne again.

TN .
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SECTION 6

The seven double consonants, stamina, having been designed
and established, combined, weighed, and changed by God, He

! Compare Chapter |, Section 3, Note, 8.
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formed by them: seven planets in the world, seven days in the

year, seven gates, openings of the senses, in man, male and
female.

adiEn .
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SECTION 7

The seven planets in the world are: ' as Saturn, Jupiter, Mars,

Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon. Seven days in the year are the

seven days of the week; seven gates in man, male and female,
are: two eyes, two ears, two nostrils and the mouth.

qrn .
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' The order of the planets (including the Sun) is stated here according
to the Ptolemaic system which was in vogue even among the learned
men till the middle of the fifteenth century, namely: Moon, Mercury,
Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. But this arrangement is
undoubtedly an interpolation of a later time, as the author of the book
"Yezirah" lived many years before Ptolemy. And indeed Prof. Jo.
Friedrich Von Meyer and others of reliable authority had in their
copies of "Yezirah" the following order: .nan ma2 2213 722% "N P73
R2 Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun.
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SECTION 8

FIRST DIVISION. He let the letter 2 predominate in wisdom,
crowned it, combined one with the other and formed by them:
the moon in the world, the first day in the year, and the right
eye in man, male and female.
adPR .
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SECTION 9
SECOND DIVISION. He let the letter A predominate in wealth,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Mars in the world, the second day in the year, and the right ear
in man, male and female.
Tawn .
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SECTION 10
THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter T predominate in producibili-
ty, crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by
them: the sun in the world, the third day in the year, the right

nostril in man, male and female.
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SECTION 11

FOURTH DIVISION. He let the letter > predominate in life,

crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:

Venus in the world, the fourth day in the year, and the left eye
in man, male and female.
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SECTION 12

FIFTH DIVISION. He let the letter © predominate in dominion,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
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Mercury in the world, the fifth day in the year, and the left ear
in man, male and female.

ndeE 2,
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SECTION 13
SIXTH DIVISION. He let the letter 7 predominate in peace,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Saturn in the world, the sixth day in the year, and the left nostril

in man, male and female.
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SECTION 14
SEVENTH DIVISION. He let the letter n predominate in beauty,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Jupiter in the world, the seventh day in the year, and the mouth

of man, male and female.

TN/ B
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SECTION 15

By the seven double consonants, Ta1 N9 were also designed
seven worlds (ai@vec), seven heavens, seven lands, (probably
climates,) seven seas, (probably around Palestine,) seven rivers,
seven deserts, seven days a week, seven weeks from Passover
to Pentecost, there is a cycle of seven years, the seventh is the
release year, and after seven release years is jubilee. Hence,
God loves the number seven under the whole heaven. ! (In the
whole nature.)

il el
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" Philo (Allegor 1, 42,) after having called attention to the fact that the
heptade is to be found in many biblical laws, in the vowels of the
Greek language, in the gamut and in the organs of the human body,
exclaims, similar to our author: "The whole nature exults in the
heptade!"
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SECTION 16

Two stones build two houses, three stones build six houses, four

build twenty-four houses, five build one hundred and twenty

houses, six build seven hundred and twenty houses and seven

build five thousand and forty * houses. From thence further go

and reckon what the mouth cannot express and the ear cannot
hear.

g 7.
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! The rule for permutation is as follows: (n—-1)n. 1x2x3 x4 x5 X 6 x
7=5040. In our edition it reads: Nw»n 0278 v2X1 =°N2 Five thousand
and four houses, which is obviously a mistake, it should read: 5040
houses. .nwan 089N O¥2IX1 002
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CHAPTERV.

SECTION 1

HE twelve simple letters 11" o 'n 077 px"y
symbolize, as it were, the organs of speaking, thinking,

walking, seeing, hearing, working, coition, smelling, sleep,
anger, swallowing and laughing.

P72 W,
aJirn N,
D'NY NIYY NIVIYD T7IN 0N 0”17 "3y
[TIO! D' D Y7 DR Y'Y Ay
YUIMYn NNy 120 NYYY [piny

SECTION 2
The twelve simple consonants 1" I"n *0*N D"1"7 P X"y
symbolize also twelve oblique points: east height, north east,
east depth, south height, south east, south depth, west height,
south west, west depth, north height, north west, north depth.

They grew wider and wider to all eternity, and these are the
boundaries of the world.

fpLiae
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SECTION 3
The twelve simple letters 1”0 *U*N 0*1"7 P*X¥"V staminag,
having been designed, established, combined, weighed and
changed by God, He performed by them: twelve constellations
in the world, twelve months in the year, and twelve leaders
(organs) in the human body, male and female.
TITN 3.
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SECTION 4

The twelve constellations in the world are: Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagitarius, Capricor-
nus, Aquarius and Pisces. The twelve months of the year are:
Nisan, lyar, Sivan, Tamus, Ab, Elul, Tishri, Marcheshvan, Kislev,
Teves, Schevat and Adar. The twelve organs of the human body
are: two hands, two feet, two kidneys, gall, small intestines,
liver, gullet * or esophagus, stomach and milt.
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SECTION 5

First Part

) read maa instead of 1p™p for two reasons. In the first place, the
same thing is mentioned afterwards, and in the second place, it is
proved by the expression nu'y> that the author meant n1372 and not
15PN,
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FIRST DIVISION. God let the letter N predominate in speaking,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Aries (the Ram) in the world, the month Nisan in the year, and
the right foot of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 6

SECOND DIVISION. He let the letter | predominate in thinking,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Taurus (the Bull) in the world, the month lyar in the year and
the right kidney of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 7

THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter 1 predominate in walking,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Gemini (the Twins) in the world, the month Sivan in the year,
and the left foot of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 8
Second Part
FIRST DIVISION. He let the letter N predominate in seeing,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Cancer (the Crab) in the world, the month Tamus in the year,
and the right hand of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 9
SECOND DIVISION. He let the letter 0 predominate in hearing,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Leo (the Lion) in the world, the month Ab in the year, and the

left kidney of the human body, male and female.

3w .
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SECTION 10
THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter ' predominate in working,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Virgo (the Virgin) in the world, the month Elul in the year, and
the left hand of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 11
Third Part
FIRST DIVISION. He let the letter 7 predominate in coition,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Libra (the Balance) in the world, the month Tishri in the year,
and the gall of the human body, male and female.
3R K.
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SECTION 12
SECOND DIVISION. He let the letter 1 predominate in smelling,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Scorpio (the Scorpion} in the world, the month Marcheshvan in

the year, and the small intestines of the human body, male and
female.
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SECTION 13
THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter 0 predominate in sleep,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Sagittarius (the Archer) in the world, the month Kislev in the
year, and the stomach of the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 14
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Fourth Part
FIRST DIVISION. He let the letter v predominate in anger,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:

Capricornus (the Goat) in the world, the month Teves in the
year, and the liver in the human body, male and female.
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SECTION 15
SECOND DIVISION. He let the |etter ¥ predominate in swallow-
ing, crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by
them: Aquarius (the Water-man) in the world, the month
Schwat in the year, and the esophagus of the human body, male

and female.

TIWn 1.
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SECTION 16
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THIRD DIVISION. He let the letter 7 predominate in laughing,
crowned it, combined one with the other, and formed by them:
Pisces (the Fishes) in the world, the month Adar in the year, and
the milt of the human body, male and female.

He made them as a conflict, drew them up like a wall; and set
one against the other as in warfare.

O T,
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CHAPTER VI.

SECTION 1

HESE are the three mothers or the first elements, w n"n
from which emanated three progenitors; primitive air,
water and fire, and from which emanated as their
offspring, three progenitors and their offspring, namely: the
seven planets and their hosts, and the twelve oblique points.
P9 W
nIEn X,
17V DN WY NiNK U7 N N INY' 0NN NY7Y
NIAX 0N X DN URI NN NIT7IN N
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D'IY1 WY 7122 (]i027N
SECTION 2
To confirm this there are faithful witnesses; the world, year and

man, the twelve, the Equipoise, the heptade, which God
regulates like the Dragon, * (Tali) sphere and the heart.

! Some maintain that by the expression Tali is understood the

constellation Draco or Dragon, which is a very large constellation
extending for a great length from East to West; beginning at the tail
which lies half way between the Pointers and the Pole Star, and
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SECTION 3
The first elements w"n“N are air, water and fire; the fire is
above, the water below, and a breath of air establishes the
balance among them. For an illustration may serve, that the fire
carries the water is the phonetic character of n which is mute
and W is hissing like fire, there is X among them, a breath of air

which places them in equilibrium. *

O A

winding round between the Great and Little Bear by a continued
succession of bright stars from 5 to 10 degrees asunder, it coils round
under the feet of the Little Bear, sweeps round the pole of the ecliptic,
and terminates in a trapezium formed by four conspicuous stars from
30 to 35 degrees from North Pole. Dr. Steinshneider (see Magazin fuer
Literatur des Auslandes, 1845) and Dr. Cassel {in his commentary to
the book entitled Kusari,) maintain that the ancient Jewish astrono-
mers signified by the word Tali, not the constellation Draco, but the
line which joins together the two points in which the orbit of the
moon intercepts the ecliptic (Dragon's head and tail). Dr. Cassel is of
the opinion that our author meant here, probably the invisible,
celestial or universal axis that carries the whole Universe.

! Qur author means to say that the water has a great disposition to
unite itself with the caloric, thus for instance is the fire latent in steam,
but the air equipoises them.
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SECTION 4
Dragon (Tali) is in the world like a king upon his throne, the
sphere is in the year like a king in the empire, and the heart is in

the human body like a king * in war.

TIwn .
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SECTION 5
God has also set the one over against the other; the good
against the evil, and the evil against the good; the good
proceeds from the good, and the evil from the evil; the good
purifies the bad, and the bad the good; the good is preserved

for the good, and the evil for the bad ones.

a3En .

1 P . . .

The meaning is, as God is the centre of the Universe, so have the
macrocosm, the seasons and temperature and the microcosm, their
centres receiving power from the principal centre to regulate and rule.
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SECTION 6
There are three of which every one of them stands by itself; one
is in the affirmative, the other in the negative and one equalizes
them.
Iwn .
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SECTION 7
There are seven of which three are against three, and one
places them in equilibrium. There are twelve which are all the

time at war; three of them produce love, and three hatred,
three are animators and three destroyers.

aJin T,
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SECTION 8

The three that produce love are the heart and the ears; the
three that produce hatred are the liver, the gall and the tongue;
the three animators are the two nostrils and the milt; and the
three destroyers are the mouth and the two openings of the
body; and God, the faithful King, rules over all from His holy
habitation to all eternity. He is one above three, three are
above seven, seven above twelve, and all are linked together.

nIFn 1.
NYT7¢ 0NN 270 DT NYWTY DRiY
TN NJAN [IW7D] NY7W DN Y 7] R0
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SECTION 9

There ! are twenty-two letters by which the | am, Yah, the Lord
of hosts, Almighty and Eternal, designed, formed and created by

! The substance of this Mishnah is mentioned in the Talmud treatise
Berachoth, p. 55, a. It reads there:

MR 2V OTNT K VYT I

5283 qEh MK R 32 0w
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three Sepharim, His whole world, and formed by them
creatures and all those that will be formed in time to come.

N .
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SECTION 10

When ! the patriarch Abraham comprehended the great truism,
revolved it in his mind, conceived it perfectly, made careful
investigations and profound inquiries, pondered upon it and
succeeded in contemplations, the Lord of the Universe
appeared to him, called him his friend, made with him a
covenant between the ten fingers of his hands, which is the
covenant of the tongue, * and the covenant between the ten

"Rab lehudah stated in the name of Rab, that Bezalel understood to
combine letters by which heaven and earth were created." To this the
commentator Rashi adds: "as it is taught in the book Yezirah." It is
undoubtedly certain that the book Yezirah, or a cosmogony as it is
represented there, was known to Rab, who was a disciple of Jehudah
Hanasi, during the second part of the second century. (C. E.} See
treatise Berachoth, p. 55 a, where the commentator Rashi referred to
the book Yezirah.

! This whole paragraph is an interpolation of an unknown hand, as it
can be easily proved.

2| have translated according to the reading of Rabbi Judah Halevi. The
reading of Rabbi Luria is as follows:

WP OTWY DN TR
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toes of his feet, which is the covenant of circumcision, and said

of him: "Before | formed thee in the belly | knew thee." (Jer. |,
5.)
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"He fastened twenty-two letters on his tongue and revealed to him His
mystery, He drew them by water, kindled them by fire and thundered
them by the wind, He lighted them by seven, and rules them by twelve
constellations.” Pistor. renders it: "Tranat per aquam, accendit in igne
grandine signavit in dere. Disposuit cum septem et gubernavit cum
duodecim." Postellus' version is: "Attraxit eam in agua, accendit in
spiritu, inflammavit in septem aptatum cum duodecim signis." Meyer
translates it: "Er zog sie mit Wasser, ziindet sie an mit Feuer, erregte
sie mit Geist, vebrannte sie mit sieben, goes sie aus mit den swoelf
Gestirnen."
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GLOSSARY OF RABBINICAL WORDS

7IN v. To adhere, cohere. VI, 8.
TN n. [Syriac kK, Greek arip] Air. II.
Nix n. Sign, letter; ni'nin, Tio' fundamental letters. |, 1.
37'X adv. |N2n 7'M hinc et ulterius; from now further. IV 16
17X. These. Equals the biblical n7x.VI. 1.
li027% adj. [Greek A6&ov] Oblique, diagonal direction. V, 2.
yynx n. Middle. centre. |, 2.
a

12 n. Clearness, perspicuity. I, 3. Taynl 72T 7y 2 and put
the subject in a clear point of view.

N2 n. Division. V, 6.

D'712 or DINira Composed of |'2 DNy, omitting W between
them. |, 1. [See Duke's Sprache der Mischnah, p. 68.]

22 n. Back. Ay 'aa upon the back id est, upon or above. VI, 8.
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112 n. Body, substance Il, 6.

2272 n. Circle, celestial orb, or sphere. |I, 4.
T

2T n. Word. |, 8.
n

Ann v, Think, muse. meditate, reflect. |, 7.

107N n. Reflection, meditation. V, 1.

TI2T n. Innocence, purity, godliness, merit. Il, 1.
n
n2iN n. Misdeed, trespass. I, 1.
arn v. To return, to turn one's self round. 11, 5.
n'7'70 n. Rotation; from %70 to dance round. I, 5.
v

2NV n. Milt, spleen. V, 4.

|[¥2 or IN2 adv. Here, there; |x2n1 thence, from thence. IV, 16.

55



56 ForgottenBooks.org

22113 n. Star; especially the planet Mercury. IV, 7.
|'> piel |'2 v. Direct; |*2ndirected, situated. I, 2.
TY'2 n. Ugliness. 1V, 3.

N2 or 27 adv. So, thus. |, 7.

v12 Hiph. y"n v. To intervene in any thing, to mediate the
peace, accomodate a quarrel. Il, 1.

I?
nn'yY n. Eating, swallowing. V, 1.

12'97 adv. Composed of the words '97 and 92. According to
that, therefore. IV, 15.

n
D1 n. The planet Mars. IV, 7.
NN n. Measure, quality, divine attribute. |, 4,
nwn n. Doctrine, lesson, paragraph.

ni7m n. Constellations; especially the twelve signs of the Zodiac.
V, 3. '1in 2in a happy constellation.

|'n2 adv. It is a particle like 3, as; it is added the word |'n kind,
denoting: as a kind of, like, as. 11, 4.

A v, Chald. inf. 1mnn or . To speak, command. I, 5.

wnn n. Substance, reality. Il, 5.
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N11yn n. Rampart, a floor, pavement. |, &.
o n. Gall. vV, 4

NINN See 3. IV, L.

N v. With a 2 following after it, signifies: to make use of any
thing. IV, 1.

M1 n. The planet Venus. IV, 7.
y¥1 v. Chald. Stick in, fasten, conjoin, connect. |, 6.

171 n. Opening. IV, 8.

AT0 v. Arrange. V, 16.

N0 n. onpeiov Sign, illustration. Il, 4. [See Geiger's Lesestiicke
der Mishnah, p. 121.]

20 n. Finished; the end (of a book or chapter.)
v
N2y n. Contention, rivalry. V, 5.

TNY n. Future. 11, 2.
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719 n. Chapter, section.

DIW9 adj. Divested of clothes, undressed, simple. [, 8.

77x n. The planet Jupiter. IV, Z.
N"9oY n. Appearance. |, 5.
0¥ v. Refine, melt together, connect, combine. I, 2
i’
vap v. To fix, to fasten. |, & 1, 3.
NY'? or N3 n. Stomach. V, 4.
2777 or 127017 n. Stomach. V, 4.
1
N'¥] n. Argument, evidence. VI, 2
N oL Sight. V, L
NN 0. Redundancy of water, moistness. [l1. 4.
nAv. Smell. V, 1,
w
‘N1 n. The planet Saturn. IV, Z.

nn'w n. Speaking. V, L
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nY'nY n. Hearing. v, 1.
nw v, To serve. |, 8.
o
71 n. The constellation Draco or Dragon. VI, 2.
wnwn n. Coition. V, 1.

Don or Wwon v. To seize, to take hold of.
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