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Obituaries

IN MEMORY OFMICHAEL A. THALBOURNE WHO DIED MAY 4,2010

It is with deep regret that | announce the passiidichael Anthony
Thalbourne (Maitreya). He died in the Royal Adedaldospital, on May 4,
2010, after being in a coma for over two days. Mahwvas born on March
24, 1955, in Adelaide, South Australia. Professignahe will be
remembered as a psychologist and parapsycholofgsirsiderable merit.
Family members and friends will remember him aswnlg, convivial and
supportive soul, while scholars who knew Michaell weill remember him
as a trusted colleague and academic.

Michael set the standard from an early age. Exgglin his studies,
he achieved continued success at school. His tesmchad great
expectations of him. He didn’t let them down. Uspabpping his class—
and it was not unusual for him to get perfect sserbe was not only a dux
student at St. Paul's College, but was top studierthe state of South
Australia. Naturally, he went on to study at unsist.

Interested from an early age in all things parambrand subsequent
to earning Ordinary and Honours Degrees at the éfsity of Adelaide,
Michael headed for Scotland to embark on a rigoredsication in
parapsychology. He was one of the first to completePh.D. in
parapsychology, supervised by the late Dr. JohrofBeht the Koestler
Parapsychology Unit, Edinburgh University. He med defriended many a
fledgling parapsychologist, most of whom are nowding lights in the
parapsychological community today.

After graduation, Michael worked for short spelfs Iceland and
India with Professor Erlendur Haraldsson, reseagchsuch challenging
topics as reincarnation, and the psi abilitieshef Indian mystic Sai Baba.
He then took up a post as a junior parapsycholagishe McDonnell
Laboratory for Psychical Research at Washingtorvéhsity in St. Louis,
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Missouri, working under the supervision of Dr. Rd®e Phillips (see picture
below). It was in the so-called ‘Mac-Lab’ that Ma#i’s colleagues came
under attack by the infamous and now ailing harsledo skeptic and
magician James Randi, who sought to discredit Mae-ktaff using a
‘sociological experiment’ that most university depsents would reject as
unethical. He had two of his poorly trained magisianfiltrate the lab so
they could indulge in deceptive practices thatudeld cheating and all
manner of fraud to see if they would be detectelis Treprehensible
behaviour did not go undetected, and no publishecksvever emerged
from Randi's farcical escapade. Nevertheless, Rdadnched a press
conference in New York to reveal the deception authinforming Dr.

Phillips or other Mac-Lab staff of his intentioridltimately, the Mac-Lab
closed down due to funding problems.

Staff of the McDonnell Laboratory for Psychical BRagch, Washington University,
1982 (standing, left to right, Dr. Peter Phillidanet Jungkuntz and Mark G. Shafer;
in front, left to right, Michael Thalbourne and Miel McBeath).

As an aside, it was about this time, in his latertiies, that Michael
developed bipolar disorder (manic-depression). lsléthwould often try to
see the ‘good’ side of his mania, claiming, as lentions in the article on
transliminality above (see p. 75), that mania git@simistic elation” and
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“often pleasant but unpremeditated delusions.” &uSwiss psychiatrist C.
G. Jung once said, “my work will be continued bggé who suffer”, and
Michael in his suffering from the highs and lows mpolar disorder and
psychosis would gain insights and inspirations faat can rival or muster.
These influences are most telling in the advantédgegs gave him in seeing
things with clarity that others only glimpsed ashfough a glass darkly.
Michael would make associations, connections, amespondences; he
would try to see patterns in the fabric of this litga and others.

Accordingly, he would conjecture and propose naddelas; launch new
theories; and muse over and write about the passibé not so possible,
and the unequivocally impossible. Thereby, Michheld his own as a
unique and innovative researcher. There is nantellvhere Michael would

have gone with his ideas but, sadly, these arelosto the world.

After leaving the Mac-Lab, Michael returned to Aadit,, and took
up a position in the School of Psychology as atMigi Research Fellow
(VRF) at hisalma materthe University of Adelaide. For a good two
decades, and more, Michael published numeroudestiand | have it on
good authority that the income he generated fromphiblications alone
often helped balance the School’'s books. In 1998hdtkl took on the role
of supervisor of my Honours thesis, and went osujpervise me during my
Ph.D. years from 1999 to 2001, so | owe him a hpgysonal debt. From
that time, we worked on a number of research ptgjéended or otherwise,
and co-authored more than a dozen articles.

In 2001, while still a VRF, Michael ventured intbet arena of
journal editing by launching (with Robb Tilley's sastance) the peer-
reviewedAustralian Journal of Parapsychologyt that time Michael had
already taken on the role of President of the Alistn Institute of
Parapsychological Research, Inc. (AIPR), and hist ftask was to
consolidate the AIPR (founded in 1977) as the Ieadinstitute in
parapsychological research in Australia. While ¢hare many amateur
paranormal investigation groups throughout Ausdratione of these has
created such an environment for the furtherancacaflemic research as
Michael achieved with the AIPR by collaborating lwibarapsychological
communities on the national and international scépe five years, and ten
issues, Michael assiduously and skilfully edited phurnal before handing
it over to me in 2006. | have endeavoured to kéepftame burning that
Michael lit a decade ago, and our journal is novitsntenth year, and still
going strong.

Often, however, a career can take a turn for theseyaand the nadir
of Michael's career must surely be his sudden, dftéeand unnecessary
demise at the University of Adelaide. In 2007, Sehool of Psychology
administration decided that parapsychology wouldiarger figure in the
School’s research profile, leading Michael to rasigit of sheer frustration.
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Though his academic freedom had been depotentigtetie powers-that-
be, Michael didn't make his decision lightly, as keew full well that his
VRF appointment and contact with the university evarajor constants in
his life, and for a man with his delicate demeanibh@re was considerable
risk involved in abandoning the relative securhgttthe university offered.
Nevertheless, over the last couple of years in getitement, Michael kept
his chin up for the most part, and continued tokifosm his humble flat in
Kurralta Park. As is evidenced by our journal andngn others, his
publication output maintained the same steady th&¢ was typical of
Michael, which is a credit to him, given the resions forced on him by
not having the resources of a university behind. him

Around this time, Michael expressed some frustratabout the
restrictions on psi research (see Correspondenpe, 1f0-112), and
sometimes it would appear that his occasionallyuding actions were
precipitated by this state of affairs. However,shared with his colleagues
a vision of a light at the end of the tunnel, andthe most part he remained
optimistic and cheerful to the end. Sadly, it wasrathe weekend of April
1% and 29 that Michael slipped into unconsciousness whileggied up in
his bed. He was discovered by his parents and takenediately to
hospital, but sadly passed away while still in emacon Tuesday night April
4™ (At the time of writing, the cause of Michael'sath is still unknown.)

From an email sent by Michael's brother Bryan tachiel’s many
friends and colleagues on the news of his passig:his brother | have
been privileged to know him for 50 years and ipkdb know that you have
held him in high esteem.” | can only confirm Bryarsentiment. In the
fleeting 12 years that | have known Michael as pesvisor and colleague,
but most importantly as a friend, | will always aficwith fondness,
admiration, and respect, Michael's gentle mannisrektensive knowledge,
and his unremitting support, oftentimes under, ianshite of, the pressures
brought on by his occasional suffering.

Michael’s legacy lives on in his vastuvre To his undying credit,
and society’s and academia’s everlasting beneét,wnote or co-wrote
hundreds of peer-reviewed journal articles, papens, letters (see below,
his CV, pp. 95-109); he co-edited two books on psyahology, compiled
his pivotal Glossary of Terms Use in Parapsychold@®03), and penned
his thought-provoking monograph on PsychopraXia@ Common Thread
Between ESP and P{2004).

At a more personal level, it is only just dawning me, and slowly
cutting deeper and deeper, the inexpressible ltess in Michael’s passing.
No longer can | seek out his thoughts on a giveict@r depend on him for
an obscure psychological or parapsychological eefe, or consult his vast
encyclopaedic knowledge, or (and what | miss thetjnchat over a lunch-
time hamburger at his favourite fast-food restaurBrom the depths of my
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being, and on behalf of Michael’'s family, his mafngnds, and especially
the psychological and parapsychological communitiesldwide, and in
harmony with the words of French songstress Editdf, Pdeath is the
beginning of something”, we send our love and grdé to you Michael
wherever you are. You were, and are, an inspiratars all. You are sadly
missed.

—Lance Storm
School of Psychology
University of Adelaide
South Australia 5005
AUSTRALIA

Email: lance.storm@adelaide.edu.au
REFERENCES
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* * *

MICHAEL THALBOURNE ISNOT DEAD

Michael Thalbourne is not dead, unburdened nowh wit body to
slow him down. He is free—unbounded in time andcepavandering the
multiverse and having a good look around. We camnsan him back with
our emotional thoughts when we recall him.

This journal, theAustralian Journal of ParapsychologiAJParg,
was Michael's idea; the cover design and coloues &so his. Michael’s
knowledge and enthusiasm got us started. Michaad ischolar and a
gentleman.

| had an odd dream that night of his passing. hébtwo old worn-
out copies ofAJParain a derelict storeroom full of junk and discarded
items; the place felt like an old department staith things covered in
dust; the place had fallen into disuse.

In the dream | couldn’t remember ever publishingsthtwo issues—
one AJParahad a clear plastic cellophane bubble on the cowitr some
kind of metallic gadget rattling around insidel ididn’'t want to pay for the
journals and thought about stealing them. In theé kjust gave up and

hoped that somehow | would obtain both copies.
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Earlier that same night, before the dream, | hadesg a man in the
room. | couldn’t identify him. | asked the ‘goodagiks’ if they should help
Michael, but they gave me the clear impression tleatdidn’'t need any
help—just leave him alone, he’s doing fine.

The good spooks have always helped out when I"en lasked to
clear haunted places, going back 15 years now;dlvegys succeed.

Those doing the haunting are generally in need edff.hMichael
doesn’t need our help, he knows where he is faebttan most of us.

—Robb Tilley

Managing Editor, Australian Journal of Parapsychgjo
Australian Institute of Parapsychological Reseaiitlt,
P. O. Box 295

Gladesville NSW 2111

AUSTRALIA

Homepage: www.aiprinc.org

To MICHAEL, ON His PASSING

I have known Michael through our shared interegidrapsychology
for many years. | also went to Saint Paul's Collegth Michael, though
being a few years younger only knew of him becaofkdis academic
reputation as a great scholar. I, on the other hanad at the other end of the
academic spectrum, perhaps experiencing, maybegadcally, a similarity
to Michael in the sense of being ‘noticed’ as dcchAnd | mention this
now for it was in the context of a certain forceoftentimes contrary ideas
that we engaged. Of the great academic | wouldnofisk, What is this
psychic thing? How does it work? Is there a commuound for everyone,
regardless? So | would say Michael and | disagreditally, but then we
also agreed. | do also feel that we never finisth@dconversations.

Although | am happy to entertain many an idea irapgsychology, |
am primarily interested in it because of my intér@sspirituality. In the
world of parapsychology there seems to be two sp@&ftideas—one based
on a Materialistic perspective, and another thabrames some kind of
Spiritual slant. On many occasions | would carehallenge Michael on a
point of view that | thought was parapsychologidalt was also spiritually

based. Yet, on a very basic level, Michael andréed there was something
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spiritual going on. And for Michael his basic spuas, Now how does one
explain it? How does one prove it? And no doubtlldve it was also, How
does ondive it? | always felt that Michael, regardless of hiamy ups and
downs, held in high regard issues to do with realife, and spirituality.
Rarely do you meet a person in life with such asjpesand love for these
basic human concerns. But then there was the stblerof Michael—that
side that he himself would call his ‘mental illnesand somehow the two
collided.

| sense, in the passing of Michael, a certainlgs#iness of many an
academic debate we had, which contrasts with aandship; our social
interactions as humans; the various feelings ttnetd for him and sense he
had for me; and what we, as growing individualgdito accomplish in our
debates. And now in Michael's passing one tendsbeo stripped of
superfluous things, and be left with the basics—Hhsics of Michael for
me was that he was a gentle, even sweet man; arahavho had genuine
feelings for people and issues of concern. His dedperability was, for
me personally, chilling in its depth; a chill thhtwill spend a lifetime
attempting to understand in its warmth, for surielyas always there. In his
voice | could hear a certain great curiosity whicbglieve, was related to
his intelligence.

I, perhaps like many, wished that Michael had asiegdife. | now
might even lament his misfortune. But there isasom for everything, and
perhaps the reasons pertaining to our respectirsopality types is one of
the most important piece of information we can wbta know Michael
searched for his basic nature in a way that wasigient, gallant, brave, and
respectful, so that he was deserving of the tileréal authentic human
being’.

| also believe that life goes on after; physicathis life apparently
does not go on. In what manner ‘we go on’ was dnidiohael’s favourite
subjects and so, without pondering too deeply thamar of our existence, |
wish for you, Michael, to feel comfortable, to Igb any hardships
experienced in this life, for in the healing thateinse releases our potential,
even in death, | wish for you to find the essentgourself, something we
all make inquiries about, and show signs of achigyun this life. But in
your caseMichael, you made it a life-long mission.

Will miss you Michael.

—Dominic Gill
Homepage: www.poetry.net.au
Homepage: www.diddychwy.com.au

Email: dominicj7 @optusnet.com.au
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AN OBITUARY TO MY FRIEND MICHAEL

During his years as a student in Edinburgh, MichBehlbourne
spent a few summers in Iceland working for me aiitth we on various
projects. Michael was a highly gifted person whal ledtained excellent
grades in school so that he would have been aatepte Oxford or
Cambridge if he had applied. Instead he chose Edjfbso that he could
take a Ph.D. in parapsychology under John Beloff.

Michael was very skilled in statistics and one o first projects
was to analyse various personality data that Idetiered on subjects who
had taken part in various ESP tests. That was #gnhing of his long
preoccupation with the psychology of sheep andsjaadl related topics.

Michael was a very gentle person and my wife amgeie always
very pleased to have him over, and we became dlasels. We kept in
touch fairly regularly over the years, also durlmg stay in St. Louis and
later in Australia, and during the difficult phas#shis life.

Left to Right: Dr. Erlandur Haraldsson (lcelan@8jpfessor Martin Johnson
(Holland), and Michael Thalbourne at the SocietyAsychical Research Third
Annual Conference April 1979 in Edinburgh.

In the early 1980s, when | spent a sabbatical dialicontinuing my
research of the phenomena associated with Sai Babeited Michael to
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join me when | made my last round of interviewshwitumerous persons
regarding their observations of Sai Baba. | wantedvitness to the
correctness of the interviews that were publisieechy book on Sai Baba,
Miracles Are My Visiting Card$1987), and Michael was ready to go, and
found them of great interest. | noticed then thagrsious travelling, and
having to live under poor conditions, even if fbog periods, was not easy
for Michael.

Michael was all his life a hard working man, of arenthusiasm,
and also a very kind and gentle person. He infibdtesickness that made
life difficult for him at times. It cast a saddegiand difficult shadow over
the life of a highly gifted man.

There was something tragic about Michael's life #mel fact that it
ended so prematurely. He will be warmly remembdoeche enriched the
life of those of us who came to know him well.

—Erlendur Haraldsson
Department of Psychology
University of Iceland
101 Reykjavik
ICELAND

Email: erlendur@hi.is
Homepage: www.hi.is/~erlendur
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FORMICHAEL

| pose you a question Michael,
(A starting point you often said),
What is it dies, my poet friend,
Is death a thing to dread?

A thing to dread? . . . | think it's not,
For death is not the end,

You live on in so many ways,

It is not the end, my friend.
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You are Michael, you're Maitreya,

It was enlightenment you sought,

And from the furnace of your learning,
A clarity of thought.

You are a son, you're a brother,
You are in your fam’ly’s eyes,
You gave of love and received it,
And such love never dies.

You are Doctor, you are Poet,
You are thoughts, you are rhyme,
You are student, you are teacher,
A traveller in time.

You are the many words you wrote,
Your wisdom lingers on,

You are the knowledge others quote,
In that you have not gone.

It is our mind that thinks of death,
Thoughts of life are in our heart,
Within that depth is where you're held,
From there we will not part.

—Maurie O’Brien
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