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RE: PRIS
by Kay Rawlings, San Francisco, California

There was a plaque on her wall reciting the opening line
from Scararmouche. "He was born with the gift of laughter
and a sense that the world was mad.” Of course that was
Pris herself.

| last saw her in the Intensive Care Unit. She was
grinning. A nurse had come in to adjust the life support
system and looked in dismay at the straw shaman, the
;:rysr:al, the Hopi medicine bear, and Prem Das’ healing
eathers.

It was natural that Pris had helped found ATA
Association for Transpersonal Anthropology) and A4S5C.

he had a vast appreciation of humans of all cultures and
the daring to equate folk practices with science. She
balanced vision with discipline. Without pretense, she
shared her skill of seeking and soaring. Describing a
course she invented, a former student Todd Blatt, (
member now) wrote:

In the Magic, Science and Religion class she
sought to Emite the many branches of human
inquiry, anthr: A sics, Eastern
plsllllowsophy. n%%(r}lo siolo%r;z paranormal
phenomenology, etc.) into a grand unified
paradigm...no small task! | watched each semester
as she would skillfully plant the seeds into the
thoughts of her students, familiarizing them with
the nuts and bolts of the various disciplines, and |

IN THIS ISSUE

Reflections on Pris Lee

Books Received for Review

A Charisma Model of Telepathic Communication
Book Reviews

Conferences

Organizations

Publications

Call for Papers

watched the excitement
grow in their eyes as she
nurtured the image of the
united paradigm within
them, an image that each
student finalized for
himself after she had laid
the groundwork. Having
bumped into a few
ex-students over the
years, | can assure you
that her class was an
experience and a journey
never forgotten or taken
for granted.

Priscilla Lec Wes(phal
79221988

A friend has just written,

My God, what a spirit that woman carried. | know of
no one who brought more passionate
determination to this business of living. Her joy, her
furies, her sense of the magic and the holy, her no
nonsense demand for sound thinking combined
with marvelous wit and whimsy, her fits of
petulance alternating with moments of noble
elegance, and throughout...her most generous and
loving heart.

That says it. I'll just fill in some details.

She was born Priscilla Thornburg, daughter of two
graduates of the University of California. Her mother,
Leila, was the first woman to be president of a
student-body organization. Her father, Max, was to
become an internationally known oil executive, author,
professor at Harvard and Berkeley, and Special Assistant
to Secretary of State Cordell Huill.

Mostly called *Pris", she lived in a rambling house in the
Berkeley hills with her parents, an older sister, Roann,
and a series of household retainers, whom she
remembered for inedible meals and irascible dispositions.
Her life was one of starched dimity dresses, dancing
school, piano lessons. Her mother stressed propriety and
said things like, "Priscilla, stop perspiring." Her father
taught her to set type on his printing press, and, when she
was eight, gave her a whole set of Dickens which she
read non-stop. She had to practice the piano four hours a
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day, starting at 6 A.M. Upon the arrival of a baby brother,
Russell, she was sent to live with her great aunt so her
practicingwouldn’t disturbthe baby. Characteristically she
surmounted this and was close to her brother and sister.

When the family moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., Pris boarded
at the Emma Willard School, in Troy, where her pranks
offset the glory of her piano performances with the
Rochester Symphony Orchestra. Her parents travelled
extensively, and Pris remembered lonely vacations s

in a suite at the Plaza Hotel under the watchful eye of one
of her father’s aides.

Pris completed Stanford University in three years, rushlr?
to marry Morris Pomeroy. Threatened by a lack of P.E.
credits, she had to make up six units of tennis in the last
month, but she graduated Magna Cum Laude and was
elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Sigma Xi. She had a
storybook wedding. Morris was attractive, prominent, and
promising. Presents arrived from around the world; from
the Sheik of Bahrain, the President of Mexico, Clare and
Henry Luce. Underneath her bridal gown, Pris wore tennis
shoes. The marriage lasted three years and two babies.

After divorce, Pris pursued a master's in history,

specializing in the Middle East because of her father's

involvement there. By this time he had arranged the first

oil deals with Saudi Arabia, and the Sheik of rain had

given him an island, complete with subjects and a castle.
ris was never to visit there.

Pris took a seminar from Dr. Harold Fisher, noted for his
work with Herbert Hoover in averting starvation in
Belgium and Russia after World War |. He became *Fish®,
closest friend, role model, support, and inspiration. Pris
credited him with imbuing her with a rigorous sense of
precision, and one of tolerance.

Pris married fellow graduate student, Lester Lee, brilliant,
handsome, exciting, and unpredictable. The marriage
lasted twenty turbulent years, and included divorce and
remarriage. adopted her babies, Annie and Stephen,
and fathered two of his own, Deborah and Michael. Later
they were to adopt two foster children, one a Grenadan
native whose color caused consternation among
conservative suburban neighbors.

Tt:g{ struggled. Refusing any family aid, they sold
wedding presents for food, and the piano went to pay
maternity bills. For income, Pris typed papers, and
worked cataloguing the Middle East collection at the
Hoover Institute, sneaking babies in a basket into the
stacks. She made her children's clothes, and often her
own. She completed her AM., and began a Ph.D.
program in anthropolog{, assisted by grants and a
Guggenheim Fellowship. Les insisted on an immaculate
house; she worked on her research at midnight, hiding all
the papers and books when she stop to cook
blueberry muffins for the family breakfast. morning
she mopped her way out the kitchen door as she left for
the library. Les was a good father. He let his sons help
him rebuild his endless string of dilapidated MG’s, and
encouraged his daughters to expand their minds. Their
life was full of art and music, friends and feasts fashioned
from spaghetti. Les began working for Pan Am on a
meager salary.

They moved to Long Island, Les was a fretful commuter,
Pris was absorbed in being a wife and mother. In 1964,
Les committed suicide.

Faced with supporting six children, Pris quickly completed
her Ph.D. and was relieved to be hired by C.W. Post
College. Her first assignment was to teach sociology, a
course she herself had never taken.

After two years she returned to her beloved California,
where she taught for twenty years at the College of San
Mateo. Her first assignment was to teach Russian history,
which she had never studied. She found a home
surrounded by redwood trees which never ceased to
delight her with their squirrels and the faces in the
branches, *spirits* she said.

Life was not serene. There followed tumultuous teen-age
crises with her children, accidents, abortions, arrests,
drugs, the turmoil of the seventies. In spite of emotional
overload, she reacted with understanding rather than
judgments. The young cherished her objective clarity, and
they laughed when she said, "I should have been
sterilized at the age of twelve."

Pris was tall and supple and eminently feminine. Her
clothes hung from her broad shoulders with elegance.
She liked to "adorn herself* she said, with jewelry, mixi
and fetish necklaces. For class she dressed wit
style. Bare feet and blue jeans were standard at home.

Her home. How le have lived there! It was a

where friends flocked to share the laughter, the
stimulus, the warmth, and felt free to move in when in
distress. It was an extension of her classroom; former
students returned for years. She disarmed even the timid
with a casual gesture and an outrageous phrase. Once,
when a stumbling horse broke her granddaughter’s neck,
sixty students arrived spontaneously and held a healing

In the background, Huichol yarn paintings mixed with
African carvings, a menorah graced the hearth.
The stereo ed Mozart, but could be doused when
guitars and drum arrived. Pris knew the entire score of
Don Giovanni and all the words to Litle Deuce Coupe
She spoke of est and Esalen, the Laguna Seca Road
Races and her tn'g in Michael Harner's Spirit Canoe. She
watched A/ My unabashed. She introduced the
unwed father of her g hter as her Sin-in-Law; she
was his Mother-Out-Law. She filed insurance policies
under "Debacles’, certificates of birth, marriage, divorce,
death under *Transitions." She put puzzling desk work in
a basket labeled "Enigmas".

Pris had a personal union with her teaching. Her passion
nourished her and kept the classroom alive. On the
opening day of the 1985 fall semester, she met her eight
o'clock class. She looked at their faces, she said, and
suddenly felt she had nothing more to give. She walked
outand resigned.

She stayed home, cleaned the closets, reread Georgette
Heyer novels. She then ised everyone. She married
John W . He had been in her life since the first
grade, *Uncle John* to the children. For forty years he
Continued onpage 171



FROMTHEEDITOR. ..

Recently on a trip to the East Coast, | learned from Joe
Long of the sad news of the death of Priscilla Lee
Westphal. Though | new she had been ill for some time, |
was still stunned by her untimely passing. Pris was one of
those people everyone always thought would be around
forever. | think this was because she was always so
strong and willing to lend that strength to her students
and colleagues when the need arose. Few of us ever
underst: her own weaknesses or took the time to
return the love and hospitality she so graciously and
effortlessly gave.

| met Pris at the 1981 ATA meetings held in conjunction
with the SWAA annual meetings in Santa Barbara. | was
new to the field and was overwhelmed to find so many
interested in the same ideas. As | nervously gave the
opening paper (my first ever in public), | remember her
wide smile beaming at me from the front row. It was love at
first sight. Over the next few years we got together
whenever ible, sometimes at ATA and AASC
meetings, but more commonly we spoke on the
telephone long distance,

Talking with Pris whether on the phone or in person was
always an adventure in discourse. Whenever you thought
you had hold of the subject of discussion she would turn it
ever so slightly and you'd find
you were discussing something
else altogether. She had that
rare ability to integrate intellect,
humor, and emotion to produce
meaning in discourse larger
than that which was actually
said. Idle and chatter were not
words in her personal
vocabulary of acting or

speaking.

| never had the privilege of
taking a class from her, but her influence on my life will
last and | know she has affected so many in the same
way.

AASC NEWS

AASC Logo and Brochure

AASC Secretary Dan Hawkmoon Alford has completed
the new Brochure and Logo which has been
incorporated as of our new masthead. The logo
design was submitted anonymously at the March annual
meetings. Many thanks to the graphic artist who
submitted the design. Copies of the brochure m%gz_

obtained by writing to Dan Alford at the new
address.

New Reader’s Exchange Column

Beginning with the next issue | would like to reinstitute a
reader's exchange column in which readers can
exchange addresses and research interests. Such a
column was a regular feature of the AMewsieffer three
years ago. To facilitate this exchange, take a few minutes
to fill out the enclosed questionnaire and return it to me at
the new A4SCaddress.

New AASC Address

Effective immediately the new A4SC address and
phone number will be: Association for the

ical Study of Consciousness, P.O.

Box 1391, Venice, CA 90294-1391, (213)
827-0937. We will continue to receive mail at the old
address until the end of 1988, but please remember
to use our new address for all future submissions,
dues, and correspondence.
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REFLECTIONSONPRISLEE...

by Geri-Ann Galanti, California State University, Los
Angeles, California

"He was born with the gift of laughter, and a sense that
the world was mad."

This quote from Scararmouc/e was one of Pris’ favorites.
She kept a copr of it on the wall, though she carried it in
her heart as well.

She was not like most people | know; she was special,
unique. She wasn't perfect by any means, but | don't
think my memories of her are made rosier by the fact that
she is gone. She really was an extraordinary person.

| got to know her in the early years of the ATA
(Association  for  Transpersonal  Anthropology),
ﬁredecessor to AASC. She was one of a ver{ small
andful of people who got us off the ground and kept us
going. She was a major organizer of most of our early
conferences -- a job | did not fully appreciate until | co-
chaired the meetings in 1987. And she hardly even
complained!

Whenever | think of Pris, she is in her exquisite home,
Redwood Rest, an oasis of wood and glass and ethnic
art, surrounded by immense
redwood trees. Every year at
the meetings we'd all camp out
at her place, filling every room.
It was enough to make most

people crazy, yet she actually
welcomed us. Her home was

always open.

She was tall and gruff looking
for a woman, but so very
sweet. She was like a mother
to me, as well as a friend and
mentor. She was remark open and non-judgmental. |
always got the feeling that she had seen it all.

| still can't believe she's gone. She became such an
important part of my life, despite the fact that we only saw
each other once or twice a year.

| think of her smiling, her blue eyes twinkling in
amusement. She had the gift of laughter, and a sense
that the world was mad...

* *= =

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW

Individuals interested in reviewing the following books
should contact book review editor Michael Winkelman at
AASC Newsiketter, P.O. Box 4032, Irvine, CA
92716-4032.

Kabbalah: The Way of the Jewish Mystic, by Perle
Epstein, (Boston: Shambhala), 1988

Dreamtime & Inner Space: The World of the Sharmar, by
Holger Kalweit, (Boston: Shambhala), 1988, 297 pages.

* * +



ACHARISMA MODEL OF
TELEPATHICCOMMUNICATION

by James M. Donovan, Tulane University, New Orleans,
Louisiana

Introduction

The pe ive offered herein is that of a consumer of
parapsyc ical literature: one who does not conduct
such research himself, yet who is concerned to have
whatever work he, or she, is doing be receptive to the
findings of parapsy ists. Thus far, however, there
has been little knowledge to consume. Instead, we are
offered a steady diet of intriguing possibilities, tantalizing
suggestions, and stimulati potheses. But, ultimately,
few facts which are ack ed by all and which can
serve as a foundation for the next level of theory. A recent
public statement from the National Research Council's
report to the Army Research Institute captures this
exasperation: It found 'no scientific justification from
research conducted over a period of 130 years for the
existence of parapsychological phenomena™ (Holden
1987: 1502).

| cannot in good conscience disagree. However, if clear
foundations of parapshychology are few, two causes can
be suggested. The first, implied by the NRC, is that
proper methods are being used to study nonexistent

henomena; the second is a real phenomenon is being
investigated by improper . In either case, no
results are produced, but depending on the perceived
cause, response to this empty set can vary. This paper
adopts the second explanation: specifically,
parapsychological research can be criticized for lacking
external validity and, second, for failure to combine the
benefits of individual research with those of collective
paradigm building. While discussion of the latter shall be
taken up below, the former warrants immediate
elaboration.

If every subject in every trial correctly guesses every card
via any psi mechanism at all, and likewise causes and/or
predicts eveg fall of every die, what has been
accomplished? Ultimately, very little, beyond the
documentation of the existence of a phenomenon. But
research into existence is only worthy of these many
years of investigation because we presume that the

henomenon is not only real but also relevant. The gap,

owever, between theoretical hypothesis and
experimental design obscures absolutely such relevancy.

Within the logic of the field, most evidence for psi offered is
of a statistical nature; significant deviations from chance
are interpreted to signify the action of psi. But when
Schmidt’s cockroaches allegedly used PK to shock
themselves far more than would have been occurred by
chance (and assuming that a shock is sufficiently
unpleasant to cockroaches that they would avoid one if
they could), he is forced to attribute the findings to a
'psi-missing’ ogbws ex maching "a kind of confusion
because the animals have had no evolutionary
experience with electric shocks" (Rush 1976:18). The
question may then be asked: Are card and die guessing
evolutionarily significant? Probably not, so how do they
relate to anything that is? Why, for example, does Giesler

(1985) test for PK healing ability by requiring his subjects to
light bulbs? He does not justify this leap, as is
unfortunately typical of the field. In meral experimental
tasks have become so far removed real-life contexts
that, in the frequent absence of any mediati%erationale, it
no longer matters how the resulits fall out. statistics,
whatever their significance, lack meaning. At least for
consumers.

The following is an attempt to provide an alternative psi
model which is high in external validity. Of interest are not
psi effects for their own sakes as bizarre display, but
rather as variables pertinent to the understanding of the
human condition from all disciplinary perspectives:

chological, anthropological, and physical, to name but
a few, Research hypotheses and designs should reflect
this ultimate goal.

A new approach would not be worth the effort of either
construction or communication if the best it could handle
are the same problems the old approach is already
managing. To merit attention, it should do more.
Therefore, the particular phenomenon chosen for analysis
below is the one with which traditional pa:agﬁychology
has had the hardest time dealing: telepathy. Throughout
this model-building, the features required of a useful
theory as delineated by Roberts (1976), have served as a
guide.

Definition

Dr. Rhine, in his 1974 article labeling telepathy as an
untestable hypothesis, reviews the original (1882)
definition: "'the communication of impressions of any kind
from one mind to another independently of the recognized
channels of sense™ (p. 139). His next sentence, though,
is more typical of both the common use of the term and
implicit assumptions of its study when he said, *This
mind-to-mind exchange was the definition that became
eneral for telepathy." The inclusion of the introductory

his" signifies Rhine's belief that the two definitions are
semantically equivalent, when in fact they are not. The
shift, historically, has been from an initial emphasis on
*communication," to an ultimate emphasis on "exchange'
or "transference® (cf. Fodor 1966:376). Thus, while the
original definition is a statement of effect
communication), the restatement is one of process

erence).

Conseﬁl].lently Troland (1976 [1917]) can claim that
“telepathy implies the existence of a physical gap
between the activities in the central nervous system of
one person and that of another aﬁerson (p. 196). His
context is that of locating the breaks in continuity in the
reflex arc: stimulus from one individual 'leaps’ the chasm
between his CNS and that of the second person. A
telepathic transfer, if you will.

Such emphasis on process leads one to consider medium
and mode of transference to be of a icular kind. In a
transfer, condition A precedes and influences condition B
by exchange of some unknown propogating through
some other thing, also unknown. Precluding a physical
mode and medium very much by definition, one S
logically at those of energy. Indeed, much research into
telepathy has presupposed an energy basis. This
assumption has affected the literature in two distinct



ways.

First, it has proven to be amazingly unproductive. Results,
even when statistically significant, are stubbornly
irreproducible and depressingly uninterpretable. These
observations lead to the second general criticism of

parazzrsychol inferred from above: its knack of beating
dead horses. This tendency was recognized by Rhine
when he said that

we cannot adhere faithfully to sound methods and
hard logic and still continue to be overtolerant of
referred but untenable hypotheses which have
n carried along indiscriminately from a period
now long outgrown (1974:146).

Energy models of telepathy are an excellent case in point.

In 1951 Carl Jung specified the reasons why energy
models are inappropriate: First, because distance has no
effect, and second, because time likewise has no effect
on psi effects. These observations were sufficient
grounds for Jung to dismiss physical cause-and-effect
explanations, and in turn to posit 'synchronicity’ as the
principle behind psi phenomena. Yet parapsychology
reveals its collective personality as more of a social than
a natural science when, despite these good arguments
and others besides - that no such energy has been
detected, and that shielding against energy does not
influence 8S| effects -- despite these, energy models still
abound. One need no look no further, for instance, than
the December 1985, newsletter of this very organization
(i.e., Gayer 1985).

The time has long been upon us to dismiss both energy
models and transference-based definitions for telepathy,
in their stead we should return to the original
effect-centered definition, and allow its implications to
lead us down different, hopefully more productive paths.

First Steps

The most impressive evidence for telepathy, if not the
most scientific, has always been the innumer reported
spontaneous cases. The goal has ever been to find a way
to replicate these spectacular experiences under
laboratory conditions. Card experiments were
self-consciously devised as a very substitute which
had as redeeming qualities relatively easy administration
and sts%teiztical analysis. But the real objective remained
unsati :

Once the original definition of telepathy as
"communication...from one mind to another independently
of the recognized channels of sense' has been
reinstated, one may look anew for natural instances of
telepathy. The spontaneous case reports are perhaps an
extreme of the na, considered wi of report
by virtue of both their power and rarity, resulting in a
self-selected database which can skew our conception of
the varieties of telepathic communication. Yet if telepathy
is a continuum phenomenon, and not a threshold one,
and | am unaware of any evidence that forces one
interpretation over the other, then perhaps our fascination
for the grotesque has caused us to overlook more typical if
less impressive manifestations. One such, | propose, is
the phenomenon of charisma.

Charisma

The definition of telepathy does not specify at what level
communication can occur. At whatever level, there does
exist the empirical necessity that the communication be
capable of producing an observable effect, a behavior of
some sort, otherwise the alleged communication is
irrelevant. This effect need not be conscious, nor need it
be so ego-dystonic as to ’leap out’ at the observers as
anomalous. It need only be demonstrable. Charisma does
fit within these broad parameters.

For most purposes, charisma may be defined as follows:

The quality of personal magnetism and the ability
to appeal to and win the confidence of large
numbers of diverse people (Goldman 1984:138).

A charismatic person gathers about himself, whether
willfully or not, individuals who come to view the world, or
at least an important aspect of it in a similar way, A
relevant question here is whether these 'followers’ initially
share this perspective, or if they adopt it after exposure to
the charismatic influence. | assume herein the answer to
be, "Both,” and the latter cases to be the ones of
particularinterest.

| am unprepared at this moment to argue empirically that
demonstrable changes of world view do occur under
charismatic influences. Bountiful anecdotal reports of
such changes share both the value and limits of those of
spontaneous telepathy. But already one sees an
advantage of the former over the latter: there is no
traditional telepathic equivalent to the charismatic
influence of Hitler in Germany. None would deny the
effect; the problem lies in identifying the cause. And while
not everyone has experienced instances of telepathy, all
have known moments of falling under someone's 'spell,’
and of the changes such contact can effect if the
influence persists.

Taking, then, as a given that charisma does effect a
change, the questions to be asked are: 1) what are these
changes; 2) what conditions are conducive to these
changes; and 3) how does charisma compare against the
definition of telepathy?
Phenomenologically, charisma is experienced as an
affectively engaging encounter with another individual.
Such encounters are not perceptively neutral; instead, the
source of the influence typically is attributed to many of
the 'halo effects’ known to be associated with variables
such as physical attractiveness (e.g., Patzer 1985),
Charisma, however, is more than the confluence of
positive evaluations attributed to possessors of socially
desirable attributes. One does not necessarily
subordinate himself to that which he esteems; more often
than not such venerated objects are relegated to the
periphery, regarded as being too pristine for actual social
use.

Individuals are drawn toward, and elevate charismatic
others to positions of leadership, both formal and
informal. Such elevation is more than would be expected
if the leader and follower simply share a common vision.
Elevation depends on the leader bein;? perceived to be
uniquely endowed to actualize that ideal.
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Marg people exposed to charismatic influences do not
initially share this goal-oriented vision. Instead, continued
exposure compels the individual to accept this goal as his
or her own. This, then, is the change wrought by
charisma: one comes to view the world, or at least one
part of it, through the eyes of the charismatic individual.
Such source of change is to be discriminated from both
intellectual persuasion and brainwashing mechanisms
which produce similar effects but non-equivalent resuits.

Variables knownto influence such charismatic encounters
have been difficult to ascertain. Most of the literature on
charisma has been generated by sociologists more
concerned with large political scenarios than with the
one-on-onewhich characterizes more mundane instances
of charismatic interaction. From them, though, one
component of the charismatic individual becomes
apparent: unusually high self-confidence. Schweitzer
(1984), for instance, when describing charismatic
politicians, is compelled to use such descriptors as "much
convinced of his personal destiny,” "convinced of his
vanguard mission and indispensability as a leader"
"supremely confident,” etc. (p. 4). This trait in itself serves
to contradict temperament or personality type (Dow
1969:315), a claim which, if allowed to stand, would
render charisma useless as a construct for laboratory
research.

So how does charisma qualify for inclusion under
telepathy?

First, as regards “communication": Communication
implies the presence of information. The true impact of
charisma, however, deals less with the informational
content of world view, than with the relational structure of
that world view. One is compelled, in other words, to see
new things less often than to see old things in new ways.
Thus subjects in a charismatic encounter are
communicating, albeit at a level few traditional telepathy
experiments are sensitive enough to recognize.

The model of charisma accomplishes the remainder of
the definition —- *from one mind to another ind&%andemry
of the recognized channels of sense* -- as follows: The
sheer power of the charismatic personality, based on
extreme measures of self-confidence, attracts and bonds
others in a symbiotic rapport (the use of energy
terminol here is metaphor only, and should not be
construed as explanation). Ideally, communication at this
level is one-way only, from the charismatic individual to
his followers. Imarm;tingly, as early as 1917 Troland
suggested that telepathic 'emission’ and ‘reception’
("active' and *passive,” to use his terms), would be
different processes; this model affirms the gist of this
suggestion, adding to it the implication that each role in
the communication event is best played by a particular

type of person.

Significantly, nothing is transferred; instead, in this model,
both players attain a state of identity, and the follower
thus acquires the relevant relational information, and
communication is effected. *Acquistion® is itself perhaps
still too active: Once identity is achieved — when all
conditions are initialized - both parties arrive at the same
‘thought* by independent extrapolation, and continue to
do so until such time as the world views diverge and the
extrapolations therefore cease to be equivalent.

Divergence may be a function of the proximity of other
facets of the world view where the charismatic’s influence
does not hold.

Possible Worlds

This model, in addition tc;gredicting that high charismatic
ns will be better telepathic senders, also predicts
that not all items are equally amenable to telepathic
communication. Specifically, communication is achieved
L)arimarily in that facet of reality for which the charismatic
ader can claim preeminence. Telepathic success will be
highest, then, if the sender is ed to communicate
items which are both relevant to his personal 'mission’
and which ain more to relations than to data. Giesler
(1985) and Eisenberg and Donderi (1979) anticipate such
restrictions when the first izes that PK scores will
be higher if the target is a trance-significant symbol for the
cult members serving as subjects. The second
investigates the communication of emotions as opposed
to data. Unfortunately, both papers suffer from design
flaws which preclude the use of these experimental
results as support for the stated hypothesis.

While charisma defines the type of person best suited to
be a telepathic sender (contradicting the suggestion by
Eisenberg and Donderi 1979:42), the constraints on the
content of communication sketched above may be

rofitably exglored via possible world theory as developed
Ey philosophers and applied by linguists (cf. McCawley
1981). Successful communication of any sort entails the
possession of common postulates about the world as
regards the topic of conversation., This statement
approximates the above description of charismatic
interactions, and in the hands of competent scholars may
provide the vocabulary and concepts necessary to
formalize that construct. At this point, however, the picture
seems to be one of the charismatic source forcing his or
her postulates upon others; once these postulates have
been accepted, identity is achieved on that dimension and
communication becomes possible.

Once this model has been set in place, its ramifications
must also be taken into account during telepathy
experimentation. Successful telepathic communication
would seem, in this model, to be a function of the number
of commonly-held postulates about the world. Any
situation or set of circumstances potentially increasing the
number of these held postulates should increase
instances of telepathic communication. This is a point of
special interest and importance for sociologists and

anthropologists.

Certainly the cases of spontaneous telepathy indicate an
increased probability of communication with someone
familiar as opposed to atotal stranger, and thus may offer
circumstantial support for the possible world articulation of
charisma. Yet it should be noted that the database may
be skewed in that, typically, only those events involving
persons known to us can receive the confirmation needed
which elevates a given incident from a vivid but
meaningless impression to an instance of telepathic
communication.

In this vein also, readiness to accept the postulates of
others can be interpreted as an ability, if not a willingness,
to disengage, at least temporarly, one's personal



contructs. This suggestion meshes well with that research
which finds non-ordinary states of consciousness to be
conduciveto eliciting psi phenomena.

As an aside, it might be mentioned that if physics
provided models for telepathy when it was thought to be
anenergy a, linguistics should be consulted for
the necessary tools when telepathy is understood to be a
communication event.

Experimental Hypotheses

The above discussion is a first articulation of thoughts on
the subject, and therefore suffers from overbroad
generalization and _ﬁ;}eor representation of the potentially
relevant literature. inevitable confusion at this point
might be clarified by an explicit statement of the specific
hypotheses generated by the model. Therefore, during
telepathy experimentation:

1) Pairs where one member scores higher on tests for
charisma-related personality traits, such as the Affective
Communication Test (Friedman et al. 1980), will do better
than pairs where both persons score poorly;

2) Within any given pair, greater success will be realized
when the subject high on charisma traits is sender as
opposedtoreceiver,

3) Pairs where both members are from similar social and
cultural backgrounds will test better than those from
widely divergent backgrounds; and

4) Emotional states will be more successfully
communicated than data items (e.g., ESP card symbols).

A further hypothesis which is related to this discussion,
but which has not been directly addressed, may also be
offered:

5) All things being equal, subjects scoring higher on
empathy-related personality traits will better receive
telepathic communications thanthose scoring lower.

These criteria suggest that telepathy is a communication
event whose success is functionally related to the relative
ranks of each member of the communicating pair on the
relevant personality traits, and is not at all an ability one
person possesses in all circumstances unless they are at
the extreme end of one of the relevant traits.

The ideal experiment, then, which combines all of the
above, would be structured as follows: A high charismatic
communicates to a high empathic who shares a similar
sociocultural background, on content important to the
charismatic. Such experimentation should be considered
to be 'successful' not simply if it yields statistically
significant results, but if these results are reliably
reproducible and if the effect of communication varies in a
consistent manner. It should go without saying that any
applicable results obtained from work under earlier
paradigms (e.g., the shee| effect) should be carried
over during research within this or any other new model to
maximize results.

Quantum Models

As stated at the outset, the proposed model is based on
observed effects -- communication and the behavioral
and affective reactions to that communication - and
neither directly addresses nor presup answers to
questions on mechanism. For this, | have found Walker’s
work with quantum mechanics (QM) to be most
convincing. Briefly, he concludes that

in QM...(conscious) observation causes state
vector collapse. Thus, we are led naturally to the
possibility that observation can alter physical

systems.

The QM theory of psi phenomena is based on the
hypothesis that because state vector collapse can
be regarded as arising from the interaction of the
observer with the observed system, there exists
some correlation between the states of physical
systems as they occur and the conscious states of
the observer. In this theory, consciousness and
state vector collapse are two sides of the same
thing, being related much the way action and
reaction forces are related in Newtonian physics
(1984:278).

In this same article he presents a list of implications of his
model. Some profit may be had by comparing his ultimate
quantum theory and the proposed proximate charisma
model on several points of overlap. The object is to
interweave the proposed model with the best results of
earlier parapsychological research.

Presently there seems to be little reason to favor one
model over the other should come into conflict,
especially as each deals with a different level of
explanation. Still, the charisma model may be more
amenable to experimentation than one concermned with
the inner workings of quantum mechanics. While the
failure of this model in such conflicts cannot logically
translate into support for Walker's, its success could
necessitate the latter’s revision on these points.

These points of intersection are as follows:

1) Both models suggest that telepathy and precognition
are the same phenomenon given different names.
Accordingto Walker,

since the process of state selection has spatial
independence as a characteristic, the physical
priniciple of Lorentz invariance in physics requires
a corresponding temporal independence. This
simply means that the time at which the target
configuration within a state is prepared and t
time at which the various observer events bring
about the state selection do not enter as a physical
parameter (1984:318).

The charisma model, on the other hand, asserts only that
the relevant condition for telepathic communication is that
of identity of shared postulates. Although one could claim
that it is easier or more common that such identity occurs
co-temporaneously between subjects, this stipulation is
not a part of the model.
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2) Both theories account for the lack of effect of shielding
and of distance on telepathic communication, as in
neither case is anything being transferred which can be
blocked or which can weaken as it travels.

3) Discrepancy between the two arises when the
charisma model requires the telepathic 'sender’ and
‘receiver’ to be demonstrably different personality types
playing complimentary roles. As it stands, Walker's
quantum model forbids such differences.

4) A potential disjunction between the two models occurs
regardirrllg the relationship between PK and ESP. Walker
statesthat

because both processes are explained by the
same mechanism of observer state selection,
under equivalent conditions of observation subjects
should orm as well at one task as they do at
another (1984:320).

Since Walker assumes that PK and ESP work according
to the same mechanism, he therefore concludes that
anyone who can do one can do the other. The charisma
model, if it were so bold as to apply a similar initial
assumption, requires that PK function by an identification
of the subject with an inanimate object (cf. Rush
1976:21). If this is the case - and | am not presently
prepared to champion this extension of the el -- then
those who can perform ESP feats will be markedly
different from those for PK. Likewise, PK demonstrations
should in fact be very much rarer than those of ESP, both
conclusions based on the assumption that it is probably
more difficult to identify with a ping-pong ball, for instance,
than with your brother.

Conclusions

This paper opened by making some general criticisms of
the state of oy rllcgal research: that it suffered
from a lack of external validity and from uncritical
acceptance of a flawed paradigm. The charisma model
was offered as an attempt to rectify these problems. It
allows for laboratory experiments to be designed which
closely approximate genuine human interactions by
shifting the paradigm for t from that of energy
transfers to one of communication events.

While it is that the model is of some worth for
future research, its principle role here is one of example.
Alternative models are available, and are visible even to
an uninitiated consumer such as  myself.
Parapsychologists should be encouraged to cast aside
such models as they presently have in hand when they
prove to be unproductive, and are deserving of the
opprobrium of other scientists when they fail to do so.

The major benefit offered by the suggested charisma
model is that it renders far more likely the opportunity of
seeing telepathic events "on the hoof." Moreover, it
enables experimental hypotheses and designs to be
generated which can do all the work of those currently in
place without sacrificing external validity. Any model with
these features is le of producing results useful to
both parapsychology and anthropology. Experimental
mastery of this low-grade case of telepathy should lead to
better control and understanding of others, including the

elusive and spectacular spontaneous cases.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Infinite - A P.KME Look at Spirit
Possession, by D. Scott Rogo, (New York: Dodd, Mead
& Co.), 1987. 317 pages, 0s., tables, refs., index.
$17.95. Reviewed ph B. Allison, M.D.,
Psychiatrist, Morrow Bay, California

My attempt to review this book objectively was hampered
by finding that | am quoted liberally in Chapter 13
(naturally!). My one interview with Mr. Rogo was for an
article in an obscure magazine, and | had no idea he was
writing a book of this nature. | told him of some of my
weirder cases as a therapist of multiple personalig

tients, and now | found them listed here for all to read.

e quoted me quite correctly, but my major criticism is
that | did not have a chance to elaborate and answer
questions he raised in the text but not with me. Had |
seen these brief case r S in context in his
manuscript, | could have explained ideas and filled in
the gaps in his attempts to understand this very confusing
area.

In this attempt to describe a complex history of psychic
investigation to a general public, he inevitably had to
exclude data which might be helpful to another
researcher, but exceeds the publisher's word-count. This
editing is what most hampers the story from being told;
there is just too much to cover and keep it within 317
pages.

The first part is primarily the story of James H. Hyslop, the
primary executive of the American Society for
Psychical Research (ASPR) in the early 1900’s, and his
search for truth when confronted by individuals who felt
controlled by the spirits who made them become artists.
First comes Ferderic Thompson who feels forced to paint
by the deceased Robert Swain Gifford. The main
Margins of Reality: The Role of Consciousness in the
Physical World, by Robert G. Jahn and Brenda J.
Dunne, (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich) 1987.
415 pages, $27.95 hardcover. L.C. 87-10041. ISBN
0-15-157148-1. Reviewed by Joseph K. Long, Plymouth
State College, Plymouth, N.H.

This is a massive compilation and summary of a decade
of experimentation in the Princeton Engineering
Anomalies Research program and of several centuries of
writing in theoretical physics, mechanical and electrical
engineering, psychology, and philosophy as they relate to
reality and consciousness. It is really several separate
books, not all of which | understand well; this review is
just a cursory comment on some of the main points.

Jahn is a Professor of Aeros Sciences and Dean
Emeritus of the School of Engineering and Applied
Science at Princeton University. Dunne is manager of the
Princeton Anomalies Research Laboratory. Hence, the
most important research data are those most directly
related to statistical interpretations and the mechanical
and electrical functioning of machines. For
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Walker, E.H. (1984). A review of criticism of the quantum
mechanical theory of psi phenomena. Joumal/ of

Pargpsychology, 48(4):277-332.

investigators are professional mediums through whom the
spirit communicates with Hyslop. Then we meet S. Henry,
who goes psychotic after repeated out-ofbogy
experiences. Next comes Etta De Camp who becomes a

s0-so writer courtesy of the long gone Frank Stockton.

My favorite story is that of Doris Fischer, with multiple
rsonalities, and her therapist and foster father, Rev.
alter F. Prince. Here | was happy to find so much detail

about a case that has only been briefly mentioned in our

literature, and her clinical presentation so mimics that of
my e cases, | felt that Rev. Prince and | were kindred
spirits. The sad part is that the patient could not maintain

her improvement after her therapist’s death, and that is a

lesson for all of us.

The stories of Drs. Titus Bull, Carl Wickland, and Elwood
Worcester complete the historical aspects of this book.
Next come present day therapists and psychical
researchers, such as our friend, Matthew Bronson, Dr. M.
Scott Peck, and Dr. Jule Eisenbud. Here he is at his best,
since the reporters are or have been actively involved in
this work, and Rogo shows his personal reaction to the
paradoxes described.

The latter section is the attempt by Rogo to make some
sense out of all this material, much of it second and third
hand information. He has the good sense to accept one
answer for one case and a different answer for another,
not dismissing any theory outright as ridiculous, and yet
being reasonably skeptical about how any piece of data
can be explained. | will not ruin your reading this
worthwhile book by telling you his conclusions. He
publishes it at a time of popularity of channelers in the
public arena, all requesting our attention and belief. 77
/nfinite Bourndary makes an important contribution to our
copingwith and understanding these phenomena.

anthropologists familiar with the literature of
parapsychology and quantum mechanics the importance
of such materials from a pragmatic standpoint (e.g., the
functioning of computers, automobiles, movie cameras
and projectors, etc.) is obvious. Human interaction with
machinery is not "just nuts and bolts." Rather, it is a
cooperative venture between machine and person.
Functioning of the expert video game player may or may
not be a purely "brain® operation, but the frequent saying,
*be one with the machine,” is an appropriate expression
for the probable psychokinetic effects of the human mind
onour machines.

The entire first section of the book (pp. 1-85? consists of a
ponderous introduction which reads like a Ph.D.
dissertation and is certain to discourage scholars who are
not already familiar with the materials (and to impress
more knowledgeable ones as being trivial and

sophomoric).
The second section (pp. 85-148) includes important

discussions of the research design and plan (to release
results only in completed book form), use of binary
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numbers/computers and REG’s (random event
generators), and results obtained by various REG's. The
main REG used in these experiments energized lights
arranged clock-like, based on random microscopic
physical processes such as radioactive decay or thermal
electron current in a solid-state diode. T{pically, the
subject tested for psychokinesis tries to make the lights

o in clockwise or counterclockwise direction,

resumably, when successful, the actual effect is at the
c;luantum level (e.g., influencing radioactive decay) rather
than upon the electrical circuit which causes the lighting.
The effect, while small, is in the predicted direction. Over a
few hundred trials probability scores are unimpressive.
But Jahn and Dunne included 33 operators completing 87
series (200 bits per trial and 50 trials per run), totaling
over aquarter million trials per intention, or approximately
155 million bits (p. 108). Overall results seem conclusive.
E.?., for one series overall probability for a quarter of a
million trials was two times ten raised to the minus four
power. Subject 10 developed a p = 6 x 10 to the minus
six on one series of 60,000 trials. (Appropriate
trials were run to determine if the machines will
manufacture improbable scores without human
interaction: they won't.)

It would seem that, barring fabrication of the whole series
of test results, this shows that any cybernetic system
’those, at least, involving humans) involve psychokinetic
unctions just as certainly as electrical or mechanical
ones. Such an elaborate system of evidence may
impress both anthropologists and, more particularly,
parapsychologists (who may have seen PK movement of
large objects in the lab) as contrived and ridiculous. But
as evidence it far outstrips saying, "l saw it with my own
eyes" or even producing photographic evidence. Looking
at it from the quantum mechanical angle, if
consciousness -- PK interaction occurs with the smallest
of subatomic particles (e.g., electrons), then it can also
occur with the largest of atomic conglomerates
(molecules/living systems). That is not a new idea, but
g;e REG work seems to be the first clear demonstration
it.

Section Three (pp. 149-192), *Precognitive Remote
F’erceptiﬁrr:l'al d(;'genwte viewing®), built Iaart(::}udnkt):l Tthe
experime! igns developed and ulariz ar
angeguﬂ'loﬂ at Stanford Research Instme. take thg RE:
phenomena to the non-machine, practical level of human
cognition. Although their data here are, by nature of
research design, not nearly so numerous, they are for
other reasons even more compelling to most of us with a
behavioral orientation. They have added a new twist,
similar to multiple-discriminant analysis and other
statistical computer programs, developing a weighting of
different variables stated by viewers (i.e., the more
unus)ual perceptions are weighted heavier that the usual
ones).

The precognitive element of remote viewing introduces a
strikingly important new question: how does one interact
with events which have not yet occurred (and which, in
some cases given here do not occur for a substantial
time)? (Jule Eisenbud deals with this quandry in
Paranomnal Forek ) The authors correctly note
that analytically this is not a problem. Time is not an
‘element" or ‘reality” from our definitions and
clocks, both of which are products of our perception;

initial consciousness of time is the basis for both, so
essentially a clock is merely a machine for measuring our
(mis?)perceptions! Nonetheless, we still perceive that
way most of the time, and not even a Stephen Hawkin
has gone beyond it except in the abstract. But the fact
precognition suggests that at least some people operate
gfn ;'tge future® in an absolute physical sense at least part
the time.

Section Four (pp. 193-288) centers on physical reality as
quantum mechanical expressions of consciousness (the
*universe begins to look more like a great thought than a

reat machine* [James Jeans] theme). This is explored
gy reference to various works of nuclear physics as one
might get in Capra’'s 7a@o of FPhysics and other popular
works, by brief references to the work of Bohr,
Heisenberg, and Bohm, and some new analogies such as
metaphorical atoms and molecules of consciousness.
Disappointingly, the authors make no reference to the
familiar and widely published parapsychological physics
of Evan Harris Walker. It seems far more relevant to the
REG work and far more explicit or pragmatically useful in
terms of parapsychological problems. It be because
of fundamental problems of Walker's paradigms, the fact
that Walker works for the U.S. Army, or personality
clashes, but we are never given a clue. This would have
been an appropriate place to discuss any defects found in
Walker's models, which otherwise conform so closely to
other theorists discussed (who were in most cases not
the least interested in parapsychology).

Section Five (pp. 289-350) is an enlightening discussion
and summary of the book’s findings, the implications for
science and its understanding of reality, order, and
consciousness. It covers much which has not gone
unnoticed before (though it is certainly rare enough in
anthropology; is Clifford Geertz heading there?), but
these are such basic materials that it does not hurt to
remind ourselves again and again.

Specifically anthropological problems are never
discussed any more than those of a host of other
disciplines. Anthropologists will comprehend the book no
better, for the most part, than anyone else, even though
they have ready-made paradigms to be easily shifted:
culture, cultural relativity, cultural ecol as the
specifically human brand of cultural creativity most
meaningful to modern peoples (and anthropologists), and
finaliz linguistics -- the Sapir-Whorf hy is. Whether
we shift our paradigms (or interdigitate them with those of
gg sics) or not, it is doubtful if we will understand human

avior and evolution, let alone the universe at large,
untii we incorporate perspectives from anomalistic
phenomenainto our theories.

For anthropologists dedicated to a purely cultural
materialistic interpretation of the world, this book of
engineering-styled experimental results and discussions
from the fields of physics and mathematics may provide a
meaningful first step to comprehending *material” itself.

For scientists, physicists, and engineers normally
uninformed about the history and philosophy of science,
and about the probable importance of *psi* to their own
fields, this should provide a sufficient *frame of

experimental respectability.”



The book contains a substantial number of statistical
tables and figures, which are highly meaningful and
suggest potential interpretations (mirror-imaging within
series of trials?) far beyond what the book length allows
discussion of. It contains a prodigious number of

interesting quotations and pictures, old paintings, funny

CONFERENCES

The American Society of Dowsers (ASD) is sponsoring
two conferences. The first if the 1988 West Coast
Conference and School, July 8-13, 1988 at Universi
California, Santa Cruz. For information, contact |x
Marie Satterlee, 602 Montgomery Rd., San Jose, C
95135, (408) 238-1188. The second is the 1988 School
and 28th Annual Convention, September 13-18, 1988, at
Danville, Vermont. For information, contact MD
Danwville, VT 05828, (802) 684-2417.

The Second International Congress for Alternative
Therapies will be held
September 1-4, 1988, in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. The congress
will explore concepts of
therapy and alternative, the

'ORGANIZATIONS

Call for

The Association forthe A, Mm/
Consciousness (AASC) will be holding its lfth
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diagrams, etc. (of the sort one makes slides of to
entertain students), beyond those which are really part of
the text; unfortunately, these tend to distract in many
chapters. Substantial notes, references, and suggestions
for further reading are contained in the Appendix.

The American Association of Alternative Therapies
(AAAT) was formed in Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 1985 by
American and Canadian to promote theoretical, scientific,
and practical research and development of alternative
therapies. The AAAT publishes a quarterly newsletter for
exchange of ideas, research, experiences, etc., and plans
annual conferences and future international congresses
For information, contact AAAT, Dr. Joan-Ann DeMattia,
69 Fifth Avenue, #3C, New York, N.Y. 10003, (212)
989-6237.

Emergence

is "an
international information and
referral service that links people
undergoing psychospiritual

The Spiritual
Papers Network  (SEN

ethics of alternative theraples
what makes an alternative
therapy, and the fundamentals

of alternative therapies.
Among the confirmed
speakers are  Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross, Hiroshi

Motoyama, Barbara Ivanova,

Annual Conference in Pacific Palisades, California
(in the Los Angeles area) on March 1-5. 1989. For
more information see the page inserted in this issue
or contact AASC 7989 Conference, 336 Blue

Ridge Drive, Martinez, CA 94553. Additional

istration, and
members

information on presentations,
accommodations will be mailed to
and other interested parties in September.

crises or transitions with mental
health and other professionals
who can assist them." SEN is
seeking professional therapists
and others to become "SEN
Helpers' whose names will be
available on a referral basis.
SEN publishes a semiannual

Karl H. Priboram, and Dr.
Thorwald Dethlefsen. The
deadline for paper
submissions is July 20. 1988.
For information, contact the American Association of
Altemative ies, Dr. Joan-Ann DeMattia, 69 Fifth
Avenue, #3C, New York, N.Y. 10003, (212) 989-6237.

The Tenth Annual Transpersonal Conference, "The
Transpersonal Vision: Past, Present and Future," will be
held in Santa Rosa, California, October 9-14. There will
be over 100 featured presenters including Stanley
Kn;g)ner Michael Harner, and Ralph Metzner. Organized
tanislav and Christina Grof, the conference will the
cross the disciplines of psychology, psychiatry,
anthro: , parapsychology, consciousness research,
natural sciences, politics, lhanatology, economics,
ecology, mythology comparative religion, art, and
Iahllosophy For more information, contact: California
stitute of Integral Studies, 765 Ashbury St., San
Francisco, CA 94117, (415) 753-6100.

Deadline f i g 3
October 8, 1988

newsletter. For information,
contact Spiritual Emergence
Network, Institute of
Transpersonal Psychology, 250
Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025, (415)
327-2776.

PUBLICATIONS

L Eta’ dell’ Acquario: Revista Sperimentale del Nuovo
Piano di Coscrenza (The Age of Aquarius. Ewmmwfa/
Joumal of the New Flane of gam‘mm)
bimonthly Italian journal edited by Bernardino del Boca
and published by Edoardo Bresci. Issues contain articles,

ry, and a listing of related worldwide publications. For
information contact £ Eia’delf Acquario, Via Lamarmora
37, 10128 Torino (Turin), Italy.

Cruxis an annual publication devoted to UFO sightings
and reports and cryptozoology. Issue three focused on

exico. For information, contact the editor Thomas
R Adarns Crnux; P.O. Box 1094, Paris, Texas 75460.

Continued from page 2:

had proposed in public. Suddenly she said, *Yes". Pris
spent the last year of her life with an adormg husband,
calling herself his *child-bride*.

Pris seemed to treat her successes with indifference and
cheerfully shared her struggle for growth and knowledge
with humor and without pretence. Her life was a spiral of
expanding ideas, fresh experiences, and warm

relationships.

| visited Pris on my return from the AASC conferencein
March. She eag rly asked about the proceedings and her
friends. | had rou%vt the Tibetan bells | acquired from
Katherine Wersen. When | tapped them, Pris closed her
eyes and responded to thelr resonance. *Oh yes," she
said, *| absolutely will go to the conference next year."
And I'm sure she will
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