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The Portal Grade forms & link, as a Porch or an Entrance
between ‘the Outer and the Inner Order, Jjuet as the 0-0 was the
entrance into the Outer Order. The 0 =0 is not referred %o
any of the Sephiroth on the Tree of Life, neither is the "?artalf,
it is but.a gateway.

Fitherto the Csndidste had been training his lower principles
and has been like a child, sssimilsting, so as to become a complet
humsn being. In the 0 -O)you were, so to spesk, but an infant
animel, having a physical body snd an imperfeut etheric. As you
progressed through the Grades of the Order each of the other bodie
wes in turn developed and transmoted, the physicsl, etheric, end
the two finer pgschic principles, and each wes gealed with the
symbols of the Order. Tnitistion does not only mesn the develop=
ment of these bodies (for in everyone they develop more or less],
but it definitely awaskens in them symbols h#therto latent, and
brings them into harmony withtthe Divine vibrations directed @pon
them mo that they may respond thereto.

An enalogy wounld be the sensitised photographic plate or film
Thig is compounded of certain chemicsl substances and the prepared
surfsce most be kept in the dark. Even after the instantsneons
exposure to brillisnt licht there is no vigible imege; it is
latent until scted upon by certain chemicals. When & person

enters the Order he or she has an aurs ready prepared, gensitised
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80 to spesk. It is "exposed” at the 0 -0 and has registered
upon it certeln symbols. With the gradual procesc from Beremony
to Ceremony, and with 8teady application to the work, these
symbole are developed until they are finally completed.

In the first part of the Portal Ceremony you zo back through
each of the four Grades which you hawe already teken, but now
Fou have pagssed them of your own self and without & guide, you
tread the path and awsken by your own effort the symbols of each.
You walk alone, yon have begun t¢ mske an individnal aifort, and
when the Guter Veil is withdrewn the Chief Adept directs a ray of
brilliance upon you - your Ego or "I" body, that principle which
we alone of all cresation possess. It is remarkable that in s11
languages the word"I" has a peculier and deep slgnifigance. The
MI" of English is upright - the Spirit of Man standing uprigh@
resdy to look inbd the Face of God, and the Fgo may be conceived
a8 the projecting ray from the uppermost point of the Pentagrsm.

Later on you will learn the glgnificance of the chlouring
of the other four sides of the Pentagram. Mers intelliéctual
§tondy will now no longer carry you any further in the Outer : the

Spirit must be brbwght into play.
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By this time I think you must all be familiar with the idea
that kan is not = simple but a highly complex belng, and that he
may be, so to speak, split up into different bodies or, to use a
more abstrect term, "principles®. FPerhaps you have not reglised
thet his aurae fall into corresponding layers, each layer capable of
receivihg and retaining the appropriate symbols.

The earlisr Grades of the Cuter are specially directed
towards the awskening and re-awakening of those symbols pertaining
to the lower principles - physical, psychic, etheric, and astral.
Many of those symbols are only latent and ready to spring to life
at & touch - very much as a picture stands out on a blank sheet
when a magic lantern slide is prcjected upon it. Only in the case
of the sura the pictures is in the sheet and only needs light or
heat to bring it out. It would bLe a mors accureis similie if wyou
compared it to invisible writing which stands out when treated
with certain chemicals. :

This is the sffect of Ritual and Ceremonial so that to
the mye of an Adept the aura off a student clearly indicates the
step he has rwached in his progress. 1 may add that very much the
sames thing happens when we remember past events, We direct a ray
towards that layer of the aura which we desire to awaken, and the
required symbol is awakened and reflected back upon the phyeical
brain. The more completely brain and aura harmonise the kore
readily can we @ail recall whatever memory we desire and 1t is
even possible in thils way to recall events and assoclatlons from
previous lives.

1t is not by meres chance or haphazard that you have been
told to centralize all that you learn in the Order round that p
particular form which is known to us as the _Tree of Life,

Thie diagram represents in fact a secticn cf the humsn aura or
sphere of Sensation, and as you eoneentrate on the various lectures
you areccorrespondingly developing the complete sphere with its
centres and radiations and these in turn respond to vibrations

as a wireless receiver resopnds to 811 those vibrations to which

it is tuned. The mors perfectly you are developed the more
aceurately you respond SO that you become an harmonius zng sengitive
instrument in the hand of the Great Musleclen,.

fitherto in the eurlier urades, this process has been
constructime; with the tpening of the Portal a somewhat different
development takes plece, You have underzones a.gradusl preparation
sz building of the house. He call now toy siknposts 1in your journey

up the mountain.
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The Portal Grade forms a link, as a Porch or an
entrance between the ﬁum and the Inner Orxder, just as the
Q0 - 0 was the entrance into the Quter Order. The 0 - 0 is
not referred to any of the S8sphiroth on the Tree of Life,
neither is the "Poratl®; it is but a gatewsy.

Hitherto the Candidate has been training his lower
prineiplea, and has been like a child, essimilating, so as to

bmunu:platemm.lnihao-nlrauﬂuhto
gpeak, but an infent animel, having & physical body an an

imperfect etheric. As you rpogressed through the Grades of
the Outer Order, ﬁch cf the other lbodlﬂ was in turn
developed and transsuted, the physical, etheric, and the two
finer psychic principles, end each was sealed with the sywbols
of the Order.

Initiation does not only mean the development of these
bodies (for in every ome they develop more or less), but it
definitely awakens in them symbols hitherto latent, and
brings them into harmony with the Divine vibrations directed
upon them, so that they respond thereto.

in analogy would be the sensitimed photographic plate
or film. This is compounded of certain chemical substances

and the prepared surfacs must be kept in the dark. Even afta



