Inner Meanings
by Frank Salt

Further comment would oaly require yet more comment. The point
to be made is the distingtion tetween the Two Pillars, Mother and
Father, female and male, passive and active, subconscious and consc-
ious activity, wan and wife, fire and water in symbolism;Dynamism
and inertia. Inertia is of "the old school", the labouious accumulat-
ien of "facts" of the Tree of Knowledge, as distinct om intuition,
the direct response to stimulii. A 'dynam' ig the unit giving the
resultant of all the forces acting on & body. Hach of ue is a polnt or
convergence of many forces all inrluencing our direction, our traject =-
ory through life, different to every individual. The ancients analysed
these forces cataloguing tham as astrological influences, as gods or
demons..Mythology 1s a treasure=house of such lore und well worth
studying. Some of our popular tairtytales survive simply because,
under thelr naive simplicity they carry arcnetypal images which ring
true to the soul. The Sleeping beauty, for example. Through good
active meditation we begin to slngle out ourselves from the dynamics
0f life. The breef pause of sheer Being at the close of meditation
heips sort out "I" from the conditioning inevitably bestowed upon us.
Common sense is our safeguard in gaining insignt,

Here follows a brief list of sywbolism used in both scripture
and in folklore and mythology. Key-words only are given, notaprofnund
exerglesis which would osify into dogma. A

MAN (ADAM) the active outer man

Woman(Eve) the passive, responsive part

Ses; the collective unconsciocus

Lake, tribal or group subconscicus

Well or Pool, perscnal subconscious (Look down a well, see only yourself
Stream, flow of subconscious activity

City something structured, formalisea

Tent or House, private ideas and activity, Personal matters.

Wife The soul when "known" by the inaiviaugl

Adultery Using ancther's intuition
Mountain Far seing state. ’
Valley state of depression or limitation

Ground common substance of man

Sun Direct illumination. Masculine

Mcon Inairect, subdued or reflected lignt. Feminine

Horse, a sun creature, switt, elegant

Ux. The priwal motive power of the ancients. Power itself. perdsitence.
Cattle wealth

Sword, swirt, intuitive action

Stone, cindeused energy at its madirs Potentially,= anything active.
Beth- House. Bethlehem, House of bread, the abdomen, Virga.

Mary the sea, the Great Mother, as "bitter" Travail in oirth.

Lion a solar creature, solar power in sctiun . fiery energy

Angel an intuitive perception, Archangel, archetypal drive.

Brick formulatd fact. Used in philosophic structurs
Bed personality, lot. ;
Raiment pPersvnality as pose , Apperance.
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These substitutes are by no means final or dogmatic, just hints.
Pgrsonal rerlection on the use of these and a host of other terms
will gradually bring insight into the use of allegory,_myth, fable
and parable, and, more important, into the underlying influences at
work in the evolution of Man. ) _

Let us look,one of many possiole inferences to be made from the
anecdote reported in the fifth chapter of St. Joln's Gosepel, the first
nine verses. The healing of thﬁ impotent man at the "pool of Bethesda'.

Firstly, it is “by the sheep market", near tne common nerd,
it has five porches, the five senses? It is called 'in the Hebrew
tongue', "Bethesda'. Most names used in the New Testament, though
translated rrom Greek, are of Hebrew origin. Here we have "Beth", a
house, Not just brick and mortar, but a family home, alive, also
translated "daughter", and "ksda" 1s from the Hebrew "Chesed', meaning
mercy, abundance, (enercsity, exuberant bounty. Hence, healing of
wants, Many people were there, in need of these things, yet only
one is ghosen, He had been there "tnirty elght" years. ©The Hebrew
genius for allegorical writing used absurd statements to arouse the
curiosity of "those that have eyes!'s Millions of people have Just
read this account as an example of a miracle. wWhy put in that bit?
Who had fed, bathed, toileted, clotned or tendea this man for all
those years? Why mention any time? EBut it is there. To make you wonder.
Now in Hebrew 38 ig writtem "L Ch" L = %0, Ch, or cheth, = &
Now the letter L, (lamed) has the eignificance of extension, guidance,
expansion, it meang "ox-goad", as and extension of man's arm used to
direct the power of the ox. Cheth means a field, enclosure, the
field of action measured cut as enough for a man to manage. His sphere
Oof action, fipguratively, his life-span. So here we may see a man
wha had completed his Six Days of Labour and was ready for his Sabbath
Of rest -and we are told it was "the sabuath" when he is healad,
But he was waiting for someone else to dip him in the pool.
He was still dependent on the Mother (The pool of Water}, not on
himself. He could not accept his lot, his limitations. Yet he was
ready to be "made whole', Then speaks Jesus, the inner wan, “Rise,
take up they bed and walk" Done. Next thing ne is in trouble with
the Jews for carrying his bed on the sabbath. ;
As sald earlier, when the tinal step is taken, one has the
choice of "entering the Rest," or of resuwing the lot of Man, in
which case the whole of the old personality, the bed, must be taien
alggg,aa_ggfggg:_?reconceptiqg“q§manda a sBaintly figure and safron robe,
: The above Interpretation is but one of many-possible, it is
by no means absclute or "right", just a hint on how to read fable,
myth, scripture, with a view to lncreasing insignt. As written, the
anecdote satisfies the penchant for miracles OR invites enquiry. Thus
is all true scripture written, thus survives folkiore and legend. But
the survival of the idea that the answer will be found in the written
word persists. "Knowing" hy reading sowme such transcription zs gliven
avove will not lead to the next bhase. The practice of using and thus
increasing, insight, does develop the capacity to see beyond the outer
appearance., Again, the initiate who may help you will not have
Plercing vlack eyes and an odour Of sanctity. You have bErobably
passed one in the street., Outward appearances or Personglity are
the "bed" he is carrying '"on the sabkath." The rejection of the
"common man" may be read later &n the same chapter, verse 54 onward.
Ingight cannot come to one who relies on the letter, but starts
by questioning everything. It orten involves a sudden and seemingly
total loss of faith, but the spirit witnin keeps us wondering and
probing, it is not dead, only the blind acceptance of outside opinion
has gone, and this is the first liberation,
The Mystery syetews have various ways 0f galning insignt, ot
transferring attention from tradition to intuition. One is the way
of presenting reality in parable form, arcnetypal images in the

Seguence in which they normally appear, arousing the sleeping beauty
within the aspirant.
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Freemasonry retalns some of this art, being founded as an
Outer vell for the still hidden mystery systems. Some of lte rites
are redolent with the ancient wisdom, but 14 has not the oral or
"secret" means of tralning. It presents, in its own words, "Substitute"
secrets. Yet it nolds the attention and respect of many. The soul
can be satisfied, for a time, with reflections, and masonry does
reflect the imagery or it could mot survive. It ig a form of the
mysteries slmilar to the Chaldean system and the Egyptian and
E{&usinian and Samuthracian systewms but has been "modernised! by those
who do not understand the older Bystems, almost emasculated in fact.
Chaldea was never a territorial state but a mystery system
and we read that Abraham, Father if the Hebrew nation, came from
"Ur of Chaldea", literally "The Light of Chaldea". For the word "{rn
is, in Hebrew, the identical ward used in Genieis 1, "Let there be Lightn
"Let there be UR"or more commonly pronounced "Aur". The Hebrew writing
is the same script as Chaldean, and many words used are straight
Chaldean, indeed Bume passages are completly written in Chaldean, Parts
of the Book of Laneal for example. There are differences in spelling,
and it seems the Hebrew restored some of the deeper signilticance to
the languuge, using the numerical value of each letter more efrectively,
Let us return to the number 38, LCh. The Ch is actually like
the Scottish loCh, a K but with the glotis not completely closed, so
that we use two letters Ch to indicate a single sound or sign. The
Hebrew greeting "“Loch Chaim", in Hebrew equivalents would be LCh Chiim
crudely translated as "Long Life", but LCh is much more, it implies
lush abundance, that which is aglow with youthful virility, while
Chiim again is Livingness, radiant virility, the Boundless Life of
the Cosmos. Truely a wonderful greeting for which it isg ilmpossible to
.find a short English equivalent, but which we can intuit. LoCh Chiimt
S50 our anecdote of the Pool of Bethesda becomes infused with
8 refreshing vitality far peyond the rather sordid letter of the
academic translation. A vitality ana virility winich grows with
practice 1o an inner radiance as we begln to catch the living essence
which inspired the writer. Let us not become bogged down in the academic
niceties of the Hebrew genius for poetic expression, zest for Lire
is the motivating spirit behind their writings. Let us enjoy the
quest for fulfilment of Life. Throw out, the sense of guilt in "heing
wrong", it pelongs to the Tree of Knowledge, good and evil, not to
the Tree of Life. Let us enjoy the zeal infused in every creature in
being itslef. The ant or the elephant, the mushroom or the kaurl tree,
The greater the handicap, the greater the victor + We Bee Christ
portrayed as a radiant, lordly figure, it is said that Jesus, like
Aesop, was a hunch-back.It -isthe life, not the form that counts. Life
is Jjust as triunphant in the cretin as in the genius, in its ocwn way.
What 1s the most important thing in life? Breathing. Just
try stopping that for a few minutes and you will value it. Enjoy the
feeling of fresh, living air flowing into the lungs, sav it, sense
the quiet, steady pulse of your heart, relish it. Consider the myriad
living cells of the body suslained by these simple, natural tfunctions
of living. What is Life? The silent miracle of Being.



To close this section, let us look onee more at our brief
summarises of evolution, at a factor seldom touched by "authorities"
on occultism such as Regardie, Mathers, Crowley, in fact oy very
few writers. [Natural Religion and Beginnings - Jean]

Our two revues in chapters one and two cover the growth of
the mind and its relationship with religion. Now we mention a
special aspect of evolution, Love.

A crystal can EEOW no feelings. A vegetable can live with
some Of its kind but not with others. An insect lays its CEES
and abandons them. As we ascend the animal scale so we see ever
increasing ovonds, first between mother and child, then between
mother, fatner and child, then in extended family grouyps. Later
there is the tribal, then the race bond. Among tue carnivores we
can see lncreased fellow-feelings, since they nave more time to
spare from merely filling their bellies, time to devote to their
offspring and to one another.

Yet love is a shy, elusive thing, Just emerging in nacur;:_;p

In tribal or racial life it is tinged with fear of rejection from
the main body of the group. It hides under a veil of loyalty, of
auty, often dictated by the group. Fear seems more evident than
love. People band together for mutual support, seemingly ignoring
love as weakness. To be brave and strong remalns the more visible
trait, and we need to show it.

A topic for your meditation;-

'"Where there is fear, love hides,

"Wnere there is faith, love glows."

Evolution has been almost an eternity of ever increasing
complexity of the forms it produces including body, awareness and
mind, Then in Man that increase in complexity has extenced into
poth social structure and mechanical diversity.

Hidden within it all, shy and self-ef facing, is Love.

In our guest for the answer to the great question,
"What is Life?" Can we ignore the gradual incarnaticn orf Love?

To those of you who are now transiting the wiliderness
between faith and Knowing, always remember the One unifying factor
flitting silently among the shadows of your doubts. Yours ig a
terribly lonely path for much of the way, aut in the ena, a very
lovely way.

Fiat Lux.
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