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Their influence on
modern world views

by Michael Freedman

rhis aricle looks al the hisiorical

reasons why there persist Lo this day in
owr Weslern cullure, lwo very dillerent
views of the place of humankind within
i universe.
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These are characierised by the pessimistic, fundamentalisi religious point of
view, at one extreme, and the optimistic, liberal humanist vicw, al the other. The
world views of magicians, witches and pagans are gencrally liberal and humianist,

LO(]I{IN[} ot lhe cosmos Wal wos used by
Clazsical, Medicval and Renaissance magicinns,
you can see (hat, like the astronouy of those
dys, it was geocendric, i.e, |, earth centred

The people of these ems, with very lew
cxceplions, believed (hal the Emth was ot the
centre of the eline universe,

Todoy, every lnunan being with a lilte
scdwoling 13 avware mfellectuetly thal e Barth 15
o small planel circling on avernge sized s o
fwir woy oul on one ol the spiral anns of o
miodestly sized galaxy. Cur galay, which Lins m
the past begn called the Milky Way, is jusl one
metnber ol a cluster of goluxies. This clusler is
valbad by some the Sepepolisy. There nre
willions of galactic clusters  theoughout  the
WUVETse.

Left: Morduk of Bubylen,  Above: Osins ol Egypl.



Myths of Egvpt and Mesopotamia

All Uus is very well as an inlellectual
concepl.  Neverlheless,  psychologically  and
muagically, cach one of us knows at a very decp
pul fevel:

"1 am al the centre of my universe,
hoth materially and spiritually."”

All the billions of planets, sun, systeiis,
galaxies and clusters of palaxies sctunlly
circle arownd each  individual, from  that
individual's poinl of view.

It is for this reason, thal astrology remains
pevcentric, earlh centred; and nalal aslrological
charls are  dravwn [or (he very spol on earth
where the individual was bom,

Common ancient [deas about the creation

The twa most important areas of ancient
civilisalion, i terms of lheir influence on
later Western thinking were Mesopotamia
and Egypl. Both civilisations are of similar
age. Doth had won the lands on which they
livedd by draining the swamps beside lheir
fivers.

Therefore, the cosmologies of bolh lands
cinbodied e idea thal in the beginning, there
cuisicd only the primeval walers. Then, the
Crealor God smid or did seinelling (o make the
dry land appear. The Crealor God was  called
Mardiiin Babylon, and Osiris or Ra in Egypt,
n dilferent versions of the myth,

An ancient rationalist creation myth

The first rolionnl Greek philosophier was
Tholes of Milelus. e visiled Lgypl and
bronght back o Greece the knowledge of
peomelry which the Egyplians hod developed
m  building their mighty lemples amd
pyramids.

He had bevome familiar with the Egyplion
creation miyths while in (hat land, and vsed them
lo develop his ralionalist philesophy of how the
world came milo being. As a ralicialisl, Thales
lelt out sy reference to a creator pod, [e amd
his [ellow Greek philosophers wenl on o
develop he idea of the Four Elements of Mature
ns we know il today.

Egypt and Mesopotamia were different
Egypt and Mesopotamia shared 8 comumon

view ol how (e world began, bul ey wore were
very dilferonl in how they viewed the world as il as it

is. Both civilisations were buill arowwd mighty
rivers: Egypt along the banks of the Nile, and
Mesopotanua m the ferlile arca belween the
rivers Tigris and Eupleates. Mesopolanmia
ineans "between the rivers,

Bul here the rescmbliance ends. Throughont
ils entire history, Egypl was rarely ruled by any
bl Egyptian Phataclis, wnlil ils conguest by (he
Greeks under Alexinder the Greal. The Roun
war-lender Julins Coesar look Egypl from its
Greck rulers. Egypl never raled ilsell ngnin
belore the 200h century c.e.

The world between the rivers Tigns amd
Euphrates was successively rided by Sumer,
Akkad, the Hillites, Assyrians, Babylonians
and Persians, before it also came under first
Greek and Wen Roman rule,

A confident and stable Epypl

Ancienl Egypt was buill on an allitude
thal was the expression of a [roulier spirit ol
visible accomplishmenls and success. Egyp
expressed a  youlhful and seli-reliani
arrogance, because ihere never had been any
significant  setbacks 1o the advance ol
Egyplian civilisalion. Humans were enovgh
in themselves.

The Gods? Yes, they wore ol thee
somewliene and they had made this workd (o be
sure. Dul, il the world was pood and they
pencrally believed it 1o be so, it was becanse
hunankind was the master of it and had buill il
s0 over (e cenfuries. There was no need for e
constant support of the gods in this world

Of course, lhings were believed o be
different in the aller-life. Human Gud-Kings,
the Pharaohs, were the source of all good in
this world, The Gods would provide-all in
the after-life, hence the elaborale Egyplian
burial cult (hal reached ils most extivagani
expression in the Greal Pyramids of Gizeh.
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Myths of Egypt and Mesoporamia

This enommous sell-confidence was built
on on  experience of palire (hal  was
mherently stable. The sun, moon and stars
were regular in the heavens, while the Mile
wns just a5 regular on the eardh. 1L rose on the

 some days each year, It brought ils rich silt

and refreshing waters al lhe ome lime each
venr without [mil. Egypt was o land that was
stre ol ilsell and it produced n people that
were sure of heimselves.

The Gods at war in unstable Mesapotamia

Mcsopotamian  civilisalion arose and
grew inoan environmen! signally diffcrent
from that of Egypl. The Mesopotamian
peoples also knew the regularity of the
cosnie thythms, the changes of the seasons,
the wwavering cycles of sun, moon and
slars, Indeed, they probably studied the
heavens more Lthoroughly and for [ar longer
thon the Egyplians,

But, the forees of Malure were far more
violent and unprediclable than in Egypt. The
Tipris and Euplrates sre not like the Hile,
They rise and fall wnprediclably and their
violence i flood breaks luman dykes and
submerges his crops. There are scorching
winds thal smother farms and cities in dust
il Uirealen lo suffocate their inhabilants.
Tormential rains tum all frm ground into a
sea of mud and rob the people of freedom of
maovemen,

In Epypl, men stood prowdly in ther
strength, not realising that they did it only
becanse of the supporl of the regular and
bountifil elements of Nature, To he Egyplians,
the ensmos was safe and renssuring.

In Mesopolzmia, Tanmans  were  pever
templed fo overrale (hemselves, ns (hey
contemplated the contending powers in Nature,
shwwing itsell in {mmderstorm, drought and
flol.  Behind the [roes of Nature, the
Mesopotamians sensed a multitude of powerful,
inedividual, divine wills, gods and goddesses

whn were perpetually diverpenl, perpetually in
condlict.

Orderliness vs, Conflict

The Egyplions saw the orderliness of the
cosinos as mherenlly stable and saw that cterl
stabilily rellecled in the world around them.

The Mesopolamians saw cosmic order as as
somelhing thal was i consianl (hrest of of
being overlhrown by pigantic and wilful
individunl powers, Cosmic order was nol
something lo be faken for pramted, bul
something that could only be achieved by
conslonl slruggle againsl the forees of choos
that threatened i,

We sce the differences between these two
eultures in their myths about (he pods of evil,

Set and Osiris

In Egypl, Set, the god of evil, murderod
Osiris md cut him into pieces, bul (he
goddess Isis gathered the pieces together and
restored him lo life, nafer which she
conceived their son Horus. The myth of the
death and resurrection of Osiris became part
of Egyplian belief that il death or sorrow
came, then they would surely be followed by
rehirth and restoration.

The oplimistic Egyptisn world-view isis
canfinned by what became the central drama
of the Egyplian religion in the later periods
of its hislory;

ACTI

The strupgle belween evil Sel, brother of
Isis, and pood Osiris, the consorl of Isis,

resulls in the death of Osiris.
ACTIT
Scene |:  The search for and recovery of

the dismembered body of Osiris by Isis;

Scene2:  The resurrection of Osiris and his
union with Isis before his ascent lo the
heavens:;

Scene 1 The sabsequent birth of Horus,
son of Isis and Osiris,

ACT I

Scene 11 The ballle between Horus and
the murderer of his fther, Sel, resulls in
the victory of Horus,



Myths of Egypt and Mesopotamia

Scenc 2: [Isis inlervenes lo prevent Lhe
death of Sel;

Scenc 3,  Reconcilintion  belween
ond Sel brings peace on enith.

Horus

The Scorplo [November] Festivals

The murder ol Osiris is said lo have
tnken place "on the 17th day of Athyr, when
the Sun was in Scorpio® [Plularch]. There
follows o lisling of the Feslivals celebraling
this cosmic drama that were held in Egypt
during the period equivalent of our month of
November.

Nov. 16, The Death of Osirs; the Isia, the
6 day senrch [or Osirs, begins.

MNov, 7 Rebirth of Osirs

Mov, 10 Festival of Ba-Neb-De Del,
God of ferlility and sexunl union

Moy, 12 Isis and Mephthys weep over the
denlh of Osiris

Nov. 13 The dismembennent of Osiris

Mov. 14 Feslival of Isis, Ruler of Heaven,
Enrlh, Sea and Underwotid

Nov. 19 oms ascends to the tirone of
siris

tHov, 23 Reconcilintion of Horus ond Set
brings peace on earth.

Nov.23  The Judgement and Union of
Horus and Sel

Mov. 24 Feast of Jubilalion at the Union

of Horus and Sel

It is significant that the Sun moves out of
Scorpio, the zodiac sign of Death, and inlo
Sagittarius, the sign of Resurreclion, on
November 22nd or 23rd each year.

These festivals were being celebrated in
Egypl during that period when the Greeks
[irst visiled and then conquercd Egypl.
Greeks tuled over, lived in and were
influenced by Egypl for 300 years, unlil the
Romans ook control of the enlire
Medilerrancan world, to  preserve and pass
down (o us Europeans the myth and cullural
altitudes of the peoples dwelling around the
caslern Medilerranean,

Ahriman and Ahura Mazida

In Mesopolamia, lhe equivalenl myly myth
reached their Gnal expression in the dualism o of
the Zoroastria religion, which tenches that ther there
has been from Lhe beginning of lime a perpelus perpetual
conllict between lhe Wise Lond Alwra Mazd: Mazda
the good God of Light, and Ahriman, the evi gy
God of Darkness.

It was taught and piously believed that, v a
some future, unspecified dale, the heavent heavenly
hosts of the Wise Lord Ahum Mazda woul would
overthrow he evil forces of the dark Lol Lord
Alnimean,

However, Lhe ullimate viclory of b the
forces of good over the forces of destructiv destruction
iz in Uie far distant future, Meanwhile, o of
the earth in which humankind lives, ththe
currenl siale of the conflicl is thal he ew evil
Lord Alriman haz won the most recent of i the
cosmic baitles, forcing the good, Wise Lor Wise Lord
Ahura Mazda, to flee from the world, 'as v far
as Uhe sun is rom the earih.’

This is wlhy the world is such a wicke wicked
place and why human beings, despile ther ¢heir
best efforts, always seem fo be overwhelme: whelmed
by the tempests of evil, hatred and sorrow.

Chrislienily derived ils idens of man
Adversary, the Salan, perpetually at war witl with
God from the Mesopolamian religions, viiyia
Judaism. You will remember that the Jew Jews
were loken into captivity in Babylon anig 4
stayed there [or several generations, until th: the
Persian king, Cyrus allowed them to return (« @
Jerusalen.

Mesopolamian pessimism and Orlginal sin

It i3 from the Mesopolamian pessimisnpessimisn
thal findamentalist Christianity derives mos' most
of its peculiar theology, mosl notably, their their
belief in Original Sin, which stales (b that
humankind is irretrievably evil and mired i in
sin. Nothing that any humean being can i do,
can resull in anything bul evil, [or the Devi' payil
i.ﬂ Ihf-' L-Drd Dr lh:iﬂ “"ﬂrld. ﬂl'li]" lhl the
intervention of the armies of God, again o at
some fulure unspecified dale [Anmageddon|



Myths of Egypr and Mesepatomia

will cam drive evil [rom the earth, These
Mesopotamian ideas did nol ceecp inlo the
lewish and Christisn Scriplires until very
Inte in their evolution, but they have had an
ctiormwns influence oin many forms of Lhe
Christian  religion, particolarly these that
cinphasise beliel i the Chrislian Bible as
the literal word of God, to be believed in ils
every  detail; and  twsic  sinfulness  of
humankind. They usually style themselves
Fundamentalist,

Epyptinn nptimism leads to Greek humanism

The optimistic  world-view of the
Egyplian mwlhology hod a strong fulluence
i Greek thought, probably becose o a
lnrge depree, il accorded wilh i,

As the rationalist viewpoinl in Greek
{hinking became more. prominent, there was
i increasing emphasis on the obility of
humankind o improve  ifzell  though
cducation and cullivation of trath, beanty and
goodness, which were seen as the ultimale
Ideals on which the Universe was hased.

When the original wrilings of {he Greek
philosophers omd the Hermelic [Gnostic]
nuthors of Grecian Egypl were rediscovered
by Euwropean scholarship afer the Fall of
Byzantium in the |51h century, il led to the
rise of what is genemlly known as lhe
Himanist Renaissance,

The Rise of Enrvpean Humanlsm

The old medicval view of the world being
ekl in Mirall by Satan and his legions, only o
be rescued by the inlervention of Christ coming
again in Jodgement was oppesed by a new view
(it hegan to see the limilless possibilities of the
T roce, ns lnnans.

The homanistic  viewpoinl  was ool
necessatily opposcd (o religion, bul as the
centuries passed, it did incrensingly become
identificd with an agnostiz or atheistic poin
ol view, This process reached ils culmination
in the foundation of the Humanist and
Rationalisl socielies of the 191h century,
which were almost identical in their beliels
and their opposition to any kind of religious
helief or practice

The Human Potential movement

However, during the 20th century, we
have seen the development of points of view
generally subsumed under such names as
Jungian Psychology, Humanistic Psycholopy,
Tramspersonal  Psychology  ond  James
Hillman's Revisionist Psychology,

Hillman in Revising Psychology places
particular emphasis on a need [or =»
reslorastion of a pluralistic or polythesists
point of view.

A peneral term thal embraces all thcse
individual anproaches is the Human Polential
movement.

These points of view emphasise (he
polentinl  hwmankind lbas for growih and
improvement, while also acknowledging to a
great or lesser degree the value of relipious
and olher spiritual mythologies as part of (he
growlh process for individuals and (he
human race as a whole,

Modem Paganism and Neo-paganism owes
more lo the Human Poerntial movement (han it
somelimes realises. While few  Funmanist
psychologisls realise that they are expressing in
miodern terms similar concepts to (ose held by
many Wilches and Magicians down through the
fpes. n
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