THE BLACK LODGE

lesson 1
In the Name of the Initiator AUGMN

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.


What is usually called the "Black Lodge" is not really an organization of human beings, or even of "Black Brethren".  In a sense, the "Black Brother" is infinitely above the activities of what we generally name the "Black Lodge"; in another sense, he/she is infinitely below.


The "Black Lodge" is merely the Qliphoth in their interaction and activity.  The Qliphoth are the false Sephiroth; projections or reflections of the Sphere of the Tree of Life on the so-called "Astral Plane".  There dwell entities called demoniac, whose plotting against humankind, whose hatred of the human being, is ever active.


However, Initiates of our Order will understand that what we call man, human being (or however we may choose to indicate individual units of the human species as a whole irregardless of their physical sex), is not what the profane generally consider as such.  The Tree of Life is "Man", considered as a Spiritual Entity.  YHShVH, the Adept, the Son of Man, is Tiphereth.  And the Solar Man, the Son of the Sun, is the Solar Intelligence manifesting below the Abyss; Unity - 111 - multiplied by 6 (Tiphereth) equals 666, the Son of the Sun, the great Seven Headed Beast (cf Liber CCCXXXIII ch 49) or the seven Sephiroth below the Abyss.  This seven headed Beast who has ten horns (the manifestation of the "masculine" aspect of the creative power in the ten Spheres of the Tree of Life) is a subject for the Dominus Liminis of the A.’.A.’. and for the Inner sphere of our own Order and it cannot be more openly discussed in this place.


As to the demoniac entities, their nature must be clearly understood.  The process of evolution demands a continuous interaction of all forms of life: through the attrition thus produced, they improve each other and expand their experience in that union which results from any conflict.  In this sense, War is only one of the manifestations of the Universal Love.  In the Tarot, this perception is expressed in Atu XVI, the name of which is War or the Blasted Tower. 


Conflict between forms of life can only occur if each of them is sufficiently self-conscious or self-sufficient to resist the other’s onslaught.  Essentially, this self-consciousness or self-sufficiency is a form of Hatred, meaning repulsion towards what is external to ourselves.  In this sense, ferocity in a wild animal, or selfishness in a human being, are merely expressions of what is called the instinct of self-preservation. As incredible as it may seem, this is merely the reflection, on the emotional plane, of that Consciousness of Spiritual identity that Thelemites call HADIT. 


Ferocity, hatred, selfishness, cruelty, perversity, malignity, are mere projections, on certain sub-planes of the Astral, of instincts which were developed by each and every form of life in their effort to assure individual survival and, through this, the survival and consequent evolution of the species.  In those astral sub-planes, those qualities take shape, and manifest themselves as "demons".


It is useless to discuss here the "real" or relative existence of those entities, for the same judgment would apply to our own selves.  For instance, on the material plane we are normally sure of our individual existence and our personal interests; however, even the first step in initiation shows us that this awareness of "ourselves", which we considered so simple and solid, is but a reflection, in a very elementary plane, of that which (now!) seems to us more Our Selves than "ourselves".


Whether demoniac entities "really" exist or not, on a certain plane they definitely "exist"; and are interwoven with the very structure of our existence as egos.


The Four Great Princes of the Damoniac world, described by "Abraham the Jew" in The Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage exist, not only in the Qliphoth but in ourselves; they make part of the forces that compose the structure of our brains.  It would be extremely difficult to define here what faculties they especially stimulate or fight in us, for this depends on the plane where we try to consider their influence.  Let us merely assert tht they act as demons when they interfere with our initiatic progress, and act as servants of the Logos when they cooperate with us in our spiritual evolution.


Please note that since those entities do exist as parts of ourselves, if we do not subordinate them in us to our True Will they will hinder our initiatic process.  If we "destroy" their manifestation within us, we will not be "purifying", but mutilating and deforming ourselves.  (Please note that it is perfectly possible to destroy these "demons", thus hindering your progress as indicated.)  These entities represent Hatred, that is, separateness of existence in ourselves.  Thus in the act of casting the demons away from us in the subtlest manifestation of the subversive effect that their influence can have upon us.  This is exactly the mistake which the "Black Brethren" make, another of the ways in which those misguided creatures seal themselves off from the Universe.


Always remember this dear Brothers and Sisters: The discipline which Initiation imposes on all of our instincts and appetites is that same discipline which the "demons"so loath, fear and avoid above all else.

This fact has a further implication: The forces which Initiatic discipline concentrate around the attention of the "demons" and thus do they attempt to protect the consciousness of the cave dweller, the troglodyte which they have been protecting for millions of years.  When we attempt to raise our consciousness above the evolutionary "norm" (which these "demoniac forces" represent) we incur the automatic, "instinctual", response of censure from these complexes or entities.  Put another way (for it is essential that the Aspirant come to understand this key concept) when the Aspirant vibrates on the spiritual planes, and calls the attention of the Hierophant (or Hierophants), immediately it is reflected into all the other planes, and sets moving the forces needed for the psychosomatic dissolution and reorganization of the candidate.  When any human aspires to the Path of the Wise at once the Infernal Forces are activated to tempt him or her - that is TEST him or her - along the Way. Remember...this process is automatic, the only Voluntary part of this process is the Aspiration itself.  

May you fare well my Sisters and my Brothers as you go about your life duties and may the Warrior LVX Radiate into the darkness of the Universe.  May you learn from this book of the Black Lodge ways and means that will fortify and amplify those Spiritual Aspirations which even now shine through the opacity of your flesh.

Love is the law, love under will.

THE BLACK LODGE

lesson 2
Dear Sisters and Brothers

In the Name of the Initiator AUGMN

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.


Let us sum up that which we learned in the first part of this document:

1. 

The forces which, in certain planes of consciousness, manifest as "demonic entities" are part of the evolutionary process of the universe (and the Universe).  (That is for both the individual of the human species and the Human species as a whole).

2. 

Since the aim of the next step in human evolution is to flow into the Crossroads of Creation until Matter and Spirit flourish together in a living organism, it is fundamental that we should learn to coordinate all the forces that are part of our psychosoma, and apply them towards the manifestation of this new stage in the evolution of our species.

3. 

We have established that the "demons" are neither bad nor good, but that they simply are. We infer from this that the usefulness or mischief of these "demons" depends entirely on our self-control.


To this point in our discussion we have tried to equate our terms "Black Lodge" and "demons" with various psychological and evolutionary schemes and operations.  Thus we have defined, for our purposes, those terms, and having thus defined those terms, we can begin to simplify our language and speak of the "Black Lodge" and of the "demons" more simplistically.


To begin with, we must insist once more that any Initiate must never forget that the planes should not be mixtured; but that there exists a harmonic relationship which is expressed in LXV v 23-29.  By equilibrating all Pairs of Opposites, this harmony may be reached.  The process is one of continuous growth.  This, on its turn, is expressed in LXV iii 1-20.


The Four Elements Fire, Water, Air and Earth (or Tejas, Apas, Vayu and Prithvi) correspond magically to the Four Cherubic Signs of the Zodiac, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius, and Taurus; to the Four Powers of the Sphinx, to Dare, to Will, to Know and to keep Silent; to the four Magickal weapons the Wand, the Cup, the Dagger and the Pantacle; to the four Cherubs who serve the Logos (see the Seal of the Order of Thelema); and to the four Great Princes of the Demoniac World, whose obligation it is to serve the Adept.  (CF The Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage and Liber VIII for more on this subject).


When any human being truly aspires to the Path of the Wise, the Infernal Forces are activated to tempt - read TEST - the candidate along the planes on which the aspirant has consciousness and volition, no matter how undeveloped they may be), the act of aspiring itself is irrevocable.  There is no turning back.  Thus it is said that a Magickal Oath truly taken can never be broken.


When Aspiration is not pure, the process may be temporarily activated in one or two planes; but this innervation will cease once the energy that stirred things runs out.  Many are the energies that can activate this process.  Not the least common of these is sexual attraction to some other Aspirant.  (This is also one reason that Aspirants in the A.’.A.’. are required to work alone.)  Once that attraction has been sated and the energy of that attraction fades so does the aspiration.  Candidates of this type work strenuously for a while and then suddenly they become inactive or disruptive.  With this type of candidate you will find them after a few years totally uninterested in initiation or in occultism of any sort.  Others of this type become active members of organized religions cursed in AL iii 49-55.


When aspirants achieve entrance into a true Initiatic Order, if their aspiration is not pure they do NOT really become members of the Order, although superficially they may seem to have done so.  They - - as do true aspirants also - - become subject to the influence of the Demoniac Forces, whose work in initiation corresponds to the work of the necrophagi (vultures, buzzards, hyenas, jackals, worms, etc.) in nature.


True candidates should always keep in mind these two apparently opposite fact: first, that they are under the attack of demoniac forces since the first moment they aspire to initiation; second, that those forces must be conquered and put to the service of the True Will.  If aspirants let themselves be dominated, instead of dominating, in a certain sense they are eaten and digested by the demons, and become mere instruments of the demoniac worlds on the earth.


Should the aspirants, out of fear or repulsion, avoid all contact with the demoniac forces, they will be unable to develop control of certain planes of consciousness, and therefore will never become balanced initiates - - that is to say, Adepts.  They even run the risk of becoming "Black Brethren", that is, of withdrawing completely from the Evolutive Wave of Mankind and falling under the influence of what the Qabalah calls Choronzon.  This is the "Prince of Evil of this World" which corresponds to the Element of Spirit, or Akasha; but its nature and influence are such that they can only really be understood by Masters of the Temple of the A.’.A.’., and therefore we will not further discuss the subject here.


The work of the Black Lodge shows itself under these main aspects:

1. 
THEY INCITE HIERARCHIC INDISCIPLINE IN ASPIRANTS.


We cannot insist too much on the point that the whole process, once aspiration is formulated, becomes automatic.  Let us suppose that the aspirant, man or woman, becomes linked to a true Initiatic Order.  His or her vehicles are immediately dynamized and encouraged to expand.  At the  same time, he or she must obey a Guru, or a hierarchic superior.  Beginners on the Way, simultaneously exalted by the magick current of the Order or by the Guru’s aura, and subjected to agitation of all their faculties, will experience impulses of vanity, envy, resentment and other perturbing emotions as long as they don’t learn to separate the planes, at the same time keeping them coordinated through those harmonic structural links which are the basis of the System of Correspondences of the Qabalah.

As it is written in an old initiatic document of our Order, by the Beast Himself: "The purpose of the discipline is to obtain the mastery over his own lower self, and for ths reason he must not submit himself to the will of his lower nature, but following the will of that higher nature, which he does not yet know, but which he desires to find.  In obeying the will of the master, instead of following the one which he believes to be his own, but which is in reality only that of his lower nature, he obeys the will of his own higher nature with which his master is associated for the purpose of aiding the disciple in attaining the conquest over himself."

So far, so good. The theory is beautiful.  In practice, the disciples take for "manifestations of the Will of their higher nature" certain branchings-out of the will of their lower nature that were previously dormant, but which are activated by the new energy initiation imparts.  Suddenly they doubt the competence, or even the sanity of their Guru or hierarchic superior; they develop an intense conviction that they are better qualified to judge the True Will, both theirs and the Order’s, than the Guru or hierarchic superior; and so on and so forth. 


Truly, it is not only perfectly possible that the disciple is better qualified to judge his or her own True Will than the master, but also necessary. The sign that we are not dealing with legitimate spiritual intuition, but with a rebellion of the inferior nature, consists in the simple fact that the disciple is completely free to leave the master (or the Order), in case he or she feels that he or she has gained full self control (that is to say Mastership!); but instead of doing so, the disciple starts dictating conditions to the Master, or trying to rule the Order.  He/she tries to teach the Master how the Master can achieve his or her True Will - - and it is no use if the Master should remind him or her that the Master has (so to speak) been in possession of his or her diploma for some time!  In the case of an Order of the type of H.O.O.R., the disciple tries to "take over" and assume the highest authority, or tries to deviate the Work of the Order in the direction of his or her prejudices and desires, or both things at once.  If you point out to him or her that their Grade in the Order does not give them authority to act so, he or she merely becomes annoyed with you.  In fact, to an impartial observer, the disciple’s behavior seems ethically insane.  What is actually happening is that the demoniac forces, stimulated in the disciple’s vehicles, are organizing a defense system against the impact of the Master’s, or the Order’ s influence.  The psychosoma of the disciple is under attack, and tries to defend itself. 


The situation becomes more difficult since this defense mechanism is a legitimate process:  the purpose of the Master (or of the Order) IS to kill the ego of the aspirant, so the phoenix (symbol of a higher stage of consciousness) may be reborn from those ashes.  Every step is a death and a birth.  It is not the Master who dies and resurrects in the initiatic process - - as we have already remarked, at least in theory he or she has already got a diploma - - but the pupil. 


The demonic influences are, then, manifesting themselves precisely to protect the ego of the pupil against the destructive influence of the master (or against the Magickal Current of the Order).  And unless the pupil controls these influences in his or her ego, the ego will not be destroyed.  In the planes, where he or she exists, he or she may even become more "successful" than he or she previously was, because of the extra energy that was imparted to his or her life processes.  But this "success" will exist only in terms of the planes where the pupil was already functioning. He or she will not rise to a higher plane of existence, that is, will not be initiated.  (Note that this is the reason why the so-called "Sidhis" of the rishis or powers/miracles of western schools are shunned by true Adepts.  They only prove that extra energy has been "injected" if you will into the psychosoma of the aspirant.  Note how they manifest: walking on water, very convenient if you are to poor to afford a boat, turning water into wine, again very handy if you want a "buzz" and are broke, most of these powers-sidhis-miracles deconstruct with this simple ease).  Therefore it is written: "Who tries to keep his own life, shall lose his life; but he who loses his life, shall gain life eternal."  And it is also written: "What profiteth a man to gain the entire world and lose his immortal soul?"  (As can be seen the Christists took full advantage of the chance to enslave with these remarks.  Their transcendental meaning is lost and the whip and chain of the slave are shown to the poor dupe.  Remember that the words of the Magi are at the same moment true and false cf Onion Peelings in Liber CCCXXXIII for a humorous - sad look at this fact.)


Naturally, it all depends on the True Will of the aspirant.  If what you want is to conquer the world, well and good. But if you want to conquer yourself - - then you must perceive the symptoms, and control them at every step.


Do not deceive yourselves: the ordeal of self-discipline does NOT become easier as you progress, it becomes harder.  At each stage of initiation, the energy imparted to the vehicles becomes greater in intensity and scope, and therefore the demoniac forces also increase their power and reach - - because they are part of the very material being dynamized.


The only "consolation" of the pupil is that, if he or she is able to resist the first attack, he or she becomes more aware of his or her psychosomatic processes, and more apt to distinguish between the attitudes which will tend to perpetuate the present stage of his or her existence and the attitudes which - - perhaps! - - will give him or her a chance to reach a higher plane of consciousness.  In other words an Adept has paid his or her dues and has learned his or her lessons as regards the preliminary obstacles.  These preliminary obstacles are those which seem mountainous and twisted to the young aspirant. The ordeals of the Adept are generally beyond the "sight" if you will of the young inexperienced aspirant simply due to the fact that those same preliminary obstacles stand in the way, blocking a clear view of the situation.  This is the reason why so much of what an Adept does may seem incongruous to the uninitiated or to the young aspirant.  It is also the reason that a more experienced individual will often keep his or her mouth shut when being questioned by the inexperienced on points of which he or she knows that the questioner could not possibly have the depth of experience to comprehend. This is not mystification but rather a kindness.  It is a kindness by virtue of the fact that the Adept is saying to the aspirant tend to your own troubles and problems first then answers will either make sense or be superfluous.  This fact or reaction of an experienced aspirant or Adept to such questions can be taken advantage of by the unscrupulous or the charlatan.  (They also can refuse to answer questions on these same grounds.  Thereby giving the appearance of knowledge or initiation.)  How is an aspirant to know one from the other then?  Know them by their fruit...watch them my brothers and my sisters and soon enough their truth or falsehood will betray them.


Dear Sisters and Brothers, it is always a step in the dark.  It is always a death and a rebirth - - and you do not even know, when you die, if there will be a birth.  As it is written Success is your proof.


Remember: the price of initiation is a shameful death from which the demons will save you, if they can.


So with thy all; thou hast no right but to do thy will.

Love is the law, love under will.

THE BLACK LODGE

lesson 3
Dear Sisters and Brothers

In the Name of the Initiator AUGMN

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.


Let us sum up that which we learned in the second part of this document:

1. 
We learned that the demoniac forces are both necessary and inherent in the process which we call Initiation.

2. 
We learned that the first attempt made by those forces to disrupt and disperse an initiatic current (a current which alters the psychic ‘status quo’) is usually to incite hierarchic indiscipline among its members.

3. 
We learned that ordeals only apparently become less severe with experience.


Let us examine another way in which the Black Lodge goes about its work.


The Black Lodge creates false initiatic movements or they stimulate faith in false masters.
 
At the present time, all organized religions of the old aeon fall into the category of demonic 

influence.  As it is written, Liber 418, 6th Aethyr:

"...and this is the Mystery of the great prophets that have come unto mankind, Moses, and Buddha, and Lao Tan, and Krishna, and Jesus, and Osiris, and Mohammed; for all these attain unto the grade of Magus, and therefore were they bound with the curse of Thoth.  But, being guardians of the truth, they have taught nothing but falsehood, except unto such as understood (that is, except unto such as had the potential of becoming Masters of the Temple)
; for the truth may not pass the Gate of the Abyss.  But the reflection of the truth hath been shown in the lower Sephiroth.  And its balance is in Beauty (Tiphereth), and therefore have they who sought only beauty come nearest to the truth
.  For the beauty receiveth directly three rays from the supernals (the Paths of Intelligence Vau, Gimel and that of which the mystery is mentioned in AL i 57), and the others (Geburah and Gedulah, which with Tiphereth form the Adept triad) no more than one.  So, therefore, they that have sought after majesty (Gedulah) and power (Geburah) and victory (Netzach) and learning (Hod) and happiness (Yesod) and gold (Malkuth) have been discomfited (because they did not seek balance, or harmony, which is Beauty).  And these sayings are the lights of wisdom that thou mayst know thy Master, for he is a Magus (that is, the Angel of the Aethyr was telling the human consciousness of Aleister Crowley, the "scribe", that his Being as Master of the Temple had reached Initiation into the Second Sephirah, Chokhmah)."


The curse of Thoth consists precisely in that, in the present evolutionary stage of mankind, the control we have of the planes of polarized manifestation is not yet sufficient so that our consciousness of our existence as spiritual entities may manifest itself in matter with complete efficiency.
  The "Kingdom of Heaven" is still a mathematical limit we are trying to achieve.  Again quoting Liber 418, the 3rd Aethyr: "For he (the Magus) is wisdom, and by wisdom hath he made the Worlds (the planes of existence below the Abyss), and from that wisdom (Chokhmah) issue judgments 70 by 4 (purely relative forms of expression; being only relative, they are necessarily false or illusory when compared with some other plane of perception.  This, of course, is in relation to ourselves, in relation to our own Point of View: the confusion does not come from conflict between us and some other star, which would be a much more comfortable explanation to our egos; it is the result of an inner conflict, through which we misinterpret our True Will.  Any conflict with other stars, by the way, is only possible while we undergo this inner conflict. Conflict with other stars is impossible when we are doing our True Will - - cf AL 1 44-45), that are the 4 eyes (Eye, Ayin in Hebrew, the letter O, has the value of 70 in the Qabala; hence 70 x 4) of the double-headed one (the two headed giant which represents the Qlipoth, or false reflection, of the Unity, the Crown, Kether.  This is the first of the demonic reflections, representing Division, or Duality.  Please notice that manifested existence would be impossible without this); that are the 4 devils, Satan, Lucifer, Leviathan, Belial, that are the great princes of the evil of the world.   


"And Satan is worshiped by men under the name of Jesus; and Lucifer is worshiped by men under the name of Brahma; and Leviathan is worshiped by men under the name of Allah; and Belial is worshiped by men under the name of Buddha.  (See AL iii 48-56). 


"Moreover, there is Mary (the reflex, in the Qliphoth of Malkuth, of our Lady BABALON, the Guardian of the Abyss.  She is the Scarlet Woman who rides the Beast, and her Cup of Abominations is the Holy Grail.  But again, this is an arcane of the Grade of Practicus of the A.’.A.’. and if we tried to explain it here we would only cause confusion), a blasphemy against BABALON, for she hath shut herself up (this is the self-preservation instinct carried to the extreme of "absolute virginity" - - that is, complete alienation from one’s environment - - as the condition of purity or sanctity); and therefore is she the Queen (that is, this demoniac entity influences of controls of all those wicked devils that walk upon the earth, those that thou sawest even as little black specks that stained the Heaven of Urania (Nuit as seen by the Greeks).  And all these are the excrement of Choronzon." 


What we must understand about these religions is that they are "skew-wise": that is, they are arguments in circles, not expanding helixes.  They do not lead to Transmutation, that is, to Initiation, but to permutation, in the mathematical sense of this word.


Any system of Therugy that a Magus creates begins immediately to suffer the erosion of demoniac forces.  This is what is written: Thou shalt be vexed by dispersion. Since the function of those forces is to keep the soul in the state wherein it is, they try to devise byways in the Path propounded by the Master.  These byways seem "easier" or "more reasonable" to the followers, but in reality they simply return to the origin after a series of combinations, shuffling the terms, not recombining them.  Thus they function in such a way as to keep the pupil’s consciousness "occupied" without really causing any change of Initiation or ego death.  Remember these forces are functioning on a self preservation level - they are trying to prevent ego death.  Thus they lead the pupil round in a circle, leaving only the impression of progress.  Soon these pupils become followers only and no longer pupils.  Soon Spirituality is replaced by conventional patterns, success is measured by the number, and not by the quality of the membership, financial prosperity becomes more important than magickal influence, intellectual analysis of the system scleroses into dogma, living theurgical experience is eschewed for blind fath.  The Magus spoke Truth: this truth, refracted into the planes of consciousness below the Abyss, becomes a lie to all those who are unable to understand - - that is, unable to harmonize the apparent paradoxes of the Gospel the Master - - any Master - - proclaimed.


Initiates of the 2nd Grade of H.O.O.R. will understand that when they manage to pass through the Ordeals of the Four Elements they become a challenge, a provocation, to the Four Princes of Evil of this world.  H.O.O.R. is a true Initiatic Order, and as soon as the 2nd Grade is obtained the demoniac forces are stirred in the soul of the new member, to deviate him or her from the Order’s spiritual current.  We must once again point out that this defense mechanism is a natural process.  But it is the "super natural", with all its attendant risks and terrors, that true aspirants seek . . .


A Master (Frater 215 .’.8=3 A.’.A.’.) Once wrote the following:


"Man was once defined, by a sage, as a marine animal that went insane and decided to live on land.  Madness (in the sense of wilful deviation from the norm) is indeed the key word in this matter. It has been of great individual inconvenience to our species, the fact that we developed aspiration - - this "infinite dis-ease in the spirit".  Once upon a time, we went on all fours, as did all other animals (even primates usually keep their spine horizontal; the human being is the sole exception).  The need to syntonize our nervous structure with stellar radiation (an essential step to awaken our higher faculties, and make their work in our organisms possible) made us vulnerable to a series of illnesses.  These illnesses are entirely human, and due to the fact that our intellectual and volitional progress has become too fast for our physical organisms to come with effectively.  Our bodies developed their capacity on a million year scale, not on a hundred thousand year scale: they find it difficult to bear the energy charge.  Rheumatism, arthritis, circulatory disturbances, are just part of the price mankind pays to walk on two feet.  If we ponder that species take millions of years, normally, to pass from one phase to another in their development, and that man is evolving so fast that in only three hundred thousand years (approximately) we came down from the trees and went to the moon, is it surprising that candidates to Initiation become subject to psychic disturbance?... 


Let us consider then the false masters, those unhappy souls that allow the demons complete possession of their faculties: how do they work?  Simple: they offer consolation, moral support, prosperity, and even material wealth; they encourage the use of magickal forces to keep the physical body in good shape.  In exchange, they demand ONE thing only: the stagnation of consciousness on the plane in which it manifests at the time the aspirant comes under their influence; the perpetuation of personal servitude.


You have complete freedom under them, until you try to be different.  Then, they jump o you with both feet, or more.      


For this, and other reasons, it is written in AL ii 48: "I console not: I hate the consoled & the consoler."


And also, AL ii 7: "‘Come unto me’ is a foolish word: for it is I that go."


Perhaps ths reminds you of the words of "Jesus" (in truth, a section of the Talmud, adapted to Roman mentality): "Come unto me, ye who suffer, and ye shall be consoled."?


And also AL ii 8: "Who worshiped Heru-pa-kraath have worshiped me; ill, for I am the worshiper."


Heru-pa-kraath, the Babe on the Lotus, represents the Eternal Child, that is, the spiritual seed of our species; He is identical to Hadit.  It is foolish to worship this Child.  WE ARE THIS CHILD.


The Child Hoor and the Child Jesus are the same Child, and this symbol of the Eternal Child is thousands of years older than Christianity.  It already existed in China and India when the Jews had not yet become organized as a cultural group.


We already said that the false masters and the false initiatic organizations offer candidates every possible advantage but one: the true initiation; 


What is true initiation?  It is that which made a sea mammal come out of the sea.  It is that which made a monkey come down from the trees.  It is that which leads a man or woman to abandon comfort, honors, health, family, and even himself or herself (especially himself or herself!) To obtain something invisible, indefinable, inexpressible, but which yet - - we feel - - has more value than all that we abandon in order to conquer it.


True Initiation changes us internally in a permanent and radical way.  We are no longer the same person we were . . ..although what we become derives from the root of what we were.


The symbol of true initiation is a woman giving suck to a child.  This woman is the purified soul, the Virgin who copulates with All.  And the child she giveth suck to is the fruit of that union.  It is the new stage in the soul’s existence. It is the new aeon in the microcosm, as Heru-ra-ha is the New Aeon in the macrocosm."


Let these words of the Master (Frater 216.’.8=3 A.’.A.’.) be a sign and a beacon to all those who are of us.  Dearest Sisters and Brothers, understand that to be a complete man or a complete woman in this aeon means that you must combine your innate maleness with your innate femaleness, augmenting both such that they are in balance. When, dear brothers and sisters, these disparate elements are in balance, then must you annihilate them in combination, which is bliss; 0=2. . .  Thus only may you enter the stream of life to emerge as the Virgin of Al. . . 

Blessings, Peace and Silence

in the name of our Lord 

To Mega Therion

and 

In the name of our 

Seven times Holy Lady

BABALON

Love is the law, love under will.

THE BLACK LODGE

lesson 4
Dear Sisters and Brothers

In the Name of the Initiator AUGMN

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

Let us sum up that which we learned in the third part of this document:

1. 
We learned that The Black Lodge creates false initiatic movements or they stimulate faith in false masters.


The next means by which the black lodge spreads its agenda is in its activity to thwart healthy sexual activity between individual human beings and its attempts to thwart the establishment of realistic sexual mores in society.


In order to achieve the above, the demoniac entities try to instill the following delusions in the human mind:

A. 
Sexual fidelity for life is the ideal union between a man and a woman.


In order to enhance this lie, the demons try to uphold social attitudes that restrict sexual activity in any human couple.  According to them, not only "infidelity" is a sin, but also the only lawful purpose of the sex act is procreation.


This, of course, is the equivalent of maintaining that love can only exist on the physical plane, and that human beings are incapable of relating to each other on other planes of existence.  But in reality, it is not normal (in the statistic sense) for men and women to keep up monogamous sexual activity during years and years.  Studies on this subject show that, between partners who copulate only one with the other during five years, the nervous centers reach a saturation point of biomagnetism.  This produces symptoms of satiety, followed by apparent emotional indifference, and even physical repulsion. If a man is no longer capable of a spontaneous erection at the sight of his wife’s naked body, there is not (at least temporarily) sexual love between them.  In such circumstances, both should avoid a forced union on the physical plane, even if they esteem and respect each other on other planes.  "What is bound in heaven must not be sundered on earth" is but half of the idea expressed in this passage of the "Gospels".  The converse is also true!  See AL i 41.   


The subject of love is too complex to be covered in this document.  It is taught, step by step, in the Grades of the Inner Circle of H.O.O.R.  The theory is revealed priorly, and has even been openly published; but the living experience needed to understand and practice that Secret is rarely reached before its appointed place in our Order’s Structure.  Suffice it to say that two human beings may love each other on certain planes without loving each other on all planes - this is an effect of Karma.  It can also happen that a couple’s physical polarity becomes equilibrated in time, and for a varying period of their life they do not feel sexually attracted to each other, but are strongly attracted to third parties.  After some time, however, attraction shows up again between them, because their mutual polarization reached a new imbalance as a result of the exogamous unions (or other factors, this is the commonest one).  All this is well-known to most people who have been married or who kept a monogamous relationship for several years; but through a sense of false shame (instilled precisely by the demons and their servants), it is seldom admitted.


The only way - drastic, but effective - to avoid demonaic attacks in sexual matters is to eliminate ALL artificial obstacles to the union among human beings.  If a married woman wants to go to bed with another man than her husband, she ought to do this, and the husband ought not to interfere.  If the husband wants to do the same, the wife ought not to interfere.  Jealousy is NOT a sign of love (another delusion instilled by the Black Lodge!). Jealousy is an emotional compound of equal parts of fear, egotism and envy. It is one of the lowest emotions of which a human being is capable, and should be kept under stern control by all true lovers.



The sole limitation to love is that it must be under will. This means that sexual attraction ought to be subordinated to the True Will of each of us.  But only a human being who knows his or her True Will knows when to repress the emotion, and when not to.   Love one another.  And this includes the physical aspect of love.


When each human being has expanded his or her feelings in all directions, false passions and false desires can be perceived; it becomes easy to identify natural appetite, and relate it to the True Will. The preliminary result of a "free love" program seems to be a scandalous self-indulgence (actually, this seldom happens in practice, because most people have been weakened and bound by the Black Lodge influence; they begin by stepping on tiptoes!. . .); but gradually their frenzy calms down.  Unconsciously, spontaneously, healthily, the people concerned start behaving in a way that, should we analyze it, would prove to differ very little from their behavior when they were still inhibited, with this vital difference: they are not inhibited now, and should occasion present itself they will act with complete naturality, healthily satisfying their feelings, their desires, their emotions.


You may ask: why is it so important that love should be free?  Why do the demons and their slaves seek to avoid this?


It is because in the sex act there is one of those healthy relationships among several planes of existence that we spoke of before.  Thus, if the sex act be the free and spontaneous expression of each individual’s inner nature, this freedom and spontaneity will refract itself on other levels of existence, expanding and liberating the energies that compose the total sum of our vehicles.


The sex act may even become a form of prayer.  As a matter of fact, for true initiates the sex act IS prayer. Orgasm is a form of Samadhi that all human beings can enjoy, without the slightest need for special training.  Therefore, let sexual love be free!  Love is the law, love under will.


B. 
Homosexuality is abnormal, shameful and sinful.


The demons try to stop people who are normally heterosexual from experimenting with homosexuality, and try to stop people who are normally homosexual from experimenting with heterosexuality.  The purpose behind this policy is still the basic purpose of the Black Lodge: to keep the human being as sub-human as possible.  Abstention from sexual relations with the opposite sex, and concentration in our own sex, is not, certainly, a normal attitude - again statistically speaking.  But when it happens spontaneously, it may be normal for the individuals participating - be they male or female.  The important condition, the vital condition, consists in avoiding environmental influence.  Our environment must not influence us either to avoid or to engage in homosexuality.


We are not, in truth, either male or female in ALL the planes in which we exist - at least not simultaneously.  In the subtler planes, the polarity of our vehicles may vary and alternate; particularly so during the initiatic process.  In certain stages of initiation, when we are awakening on certain planes of consciousness where our vehicle’s polarity differs from the polarity of our material body, the "normal" attitudes of our conscious mind may suffer alterations which are echoes, on this plane, of the activity of our subtler vehicles, with which we are not yet completely accustomed.  We may then feel strange appetites towards our own sex, appetites which surprise, worry and frighten us.  This subject is very difficult, and is beyond the limits either of this tract or of the 2nd Grade of H.O.O.R.  We shall then simply state that it is vitally important that we should stop condemning either men or women who have homosexual affairs.  If we do this, the frequency of such impulses will not increase, and in the majority of cases where they are satisfied, they will not become a habit. Furthermore, their frictionless satisfaction will have extremely benefic effects on the psychosomas where such attractions occur, with the best possible results for society in general, since you will notice that the great majority of temperaments in which homosexuality appears are outstandingly talented, either in the arts or in the sciences.


C.  They instigate an Aspirant’s mistaking freedom for indiscipline and carelessness in matters of health and safety.


With freedom comes responsibility. This has always been a factor, it is simply that now, in the 1990’s ev, it has become enormously more important.  Sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS and even Herpes were unknown just 25 years ago!  The threat that HIV poses to the Aspirant can not be underestimated.  For to underestimate in this regard is to die.  If Thelema is to survive so must its Aspirants, Adherents and Brothers & Sisters.  That adjuration in another document known to you all ‘better if you take no partner in the outer, even sub-rosa’, becomes much more intelligible and clear to you.  As in all these things a balance must be maintained.  Your lessons in the Ordeals have taught you that Balance is the Way and the Truth and the LVX. 


To the Women of Thelema; you must be especially careful for it is among your sex that the disease is growing the fastest at the present time.  This fact is due to the nature of heterosexual intercourse which leaves the semen in the vagina.  If that semen be from an infected male then the woman’s body will absorb the semen and thus the virus will pass into her bloodstream and she will become infected.  Therefore you must insist that you are protected in all sexual intercourse with persons whose past history you do not know very well indeed.  In fact, it is probably better to use the precaution of a prophylactic in all cases save in a monogamous long term relationship.  It is also wise to use discretion and restraint but this discretion and restraint must not become that which is spoken of in the first two sections of this lesson.  This is also what is meant by that "little voice which speaks to thee’ in another document.  This little voice is Neschama as the Qabalists would say and if that voice from Binah would caution prudence then there is no shame in abstaining from a sexual act (or any other act for that matter).


To the Men of Thelema; you must be responsible and cautious as well; do not think that you will not fall victim due to the construction of your sexual anatomy.  I speak now to the heterosexual among you.  (The homosexual element of men must attend to the advice in the paragraph concerning women for the same dangers and risks attend anal intercourse.)  To be a true Human you must be aware of and sensitive to the dangers of the plague called AIDS and you must use precaution in all situations.  It is your responsibility; men are too often willing to pass this responsibility to the women; I tell you plainly this is an Old Aeonic attitude and it is to be despised among you!  


The True Man and the True Woman will rise to this occasion and will prosper; They will heed this lesson on Balance and it will make them strong.  The weak and the pioneers will perish.  This is a hard thing to say but it is true.  As Our Holy Law says:


"Compassion is the vice of kings. . . "

further it is said:


"A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty."


The lack of restraint and of caution will kill as surely as chastity and cowardice.  (The one is death to the body and the other is death to the Spirit.)  This is the dichotomy of this particular time in the existence of our Planet.  These conditions may change with time but they will not change if there is no one left to change them.  This is our challenge and our test of fire.

Blessings, Peace and Silence

in the name of our Lord 

To Mega Therion

and 

In the name of our 

Seven times Holy Lady

BABALON

Love is the law, love under will.

	�The comments, in parentheses, in all of the Liber 418 quotations are those of the Master, Frater 216.’., 8=3 A.’.A.’.


	�You will see this again and again in the works art music poetry etc.


	�We cannot for instance fully realize what it is for a thing to be true and false simultaneously.


	�That is shuffling the members of a finite set of items rather than making new items from combinations of existing items.





