
The Death of the God Tammuz 
 

a great sanctuary of Astarte, where in the midst of a spacious open court, 
surrounded by cloisters and approached from below by staircases, rose a tall 
cone or obelisk, the holy image of the Goddess.   Within this sanctuary the 
rites of Tammuz were celebrated.  Indeed the whole city was sacred to him.  
And the River Nahr Ibrahim, which leads to the sea a little south of Byblos 
bore Tammuz’s name in ancient times.  


