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The Art of Memory and the Tarocchi

It is most unlikely thal the gaine of Tarooco
or e Triumphs were invenled by ocoultists. It
is most likely that, shortly after the cards came
into common use in NMaly, (heir potential for
esplenic use was realised,

AL the level of Low Magie, both ordinary
playing cards and the Tarocchi were used for
lortume-telling from ps enrly as the lale 14th or
carly |5th century,

Among High Mogicians, it was renlised
that they could be used lor the 4rs Memoria or
At of Memory. This paper deals with the
history poud lechnigues of the Art of Memory,

Images in Places

The A of Menory wos ongmally n
lechmiqie  for  memorising long poems or
speechies; as well as lists of events, names and
items of information. The teclutigque was first
used in Greece by oclors and poets, It was
uvenled by the poet Simonides of Ceos
[556-486 boe|, 1L was well known in Rome,
being taught ps part of e Arl of Rheloric or
cllcclive  specch-mnking by swch  fumous
lawyers nnd oralors as Cicern,

In his book on ormtory, Cicero sel oul the
basic premise of the At of Memory and
attributed it lo Simonides:

"Persons desiring lo train in the Art of
Memory must select Maces and form
mental Iimages of the things they wish to
remember and store those fmages in the
Places. In this way, the order of the
places will preserve lhe order of the
things and the images of the tings will
denote the things themselves.”

Taking a Mental Walk
Rewwn  oralors who used dhe Art of

Memory would oflen use the rooms of (heir
villas o5 the Ploces, s their conlents as he

Images. They would lag the introductory
section of iheir speech to the portico ond
entrance hall of the villa and relate the varjous
points made in the introduction to the statucs
and firnishings located there.

The principal sectivns of the speech were
allocated o the various main roams of the villa,
wid their fomishings, murals and statues; while
a {rmsilional section of the specch, taking you
from one main point to avother, would be
related to a passage and its comtents,

As they delivered lheir speeches in the
Form or Senale, they would mentally walk
through their villa, As the various rooms and
passages wilh - their statues and fimishings
come to mumd, the various parts of their speecl
would also come fo mind in proper onder.

Using (he Art of Memary, they could make
an eleganily constructed speech in the Senate or
Forum for four or five hours, willioul referming
lo & mamescript or notes.

Medieval and Renaissance systems

In the medieval ond renmisssmce eras,
oralors and scholars often wsed a cathedral or
churel with which they were familiar to supply
the Places for their Al of Memory systems,

The stained glass windows and statuary of
iedieval sacred places were [uitful sources for
the Images of their Art of Memory systems,

Prudence and the Art of Memuory
The Art of Memory was said lo be ruled by
the virtue Prudence, Cicera defined virue a5 a
"habit of mind in harmmony with reason and the
order ol nature." He said:
*  Virlue has four parts; Justice, Fortitude,
Temperance and Frudenve.
*  Prudence is lhe knowledge of whal 1s
good and what is bad and whal is
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veither pood nor bad. s parls are
memary, intelligence and foresight.

*  Memory is the foculty by which the
mind recalls what has happened.

* Inielligence is the facully by which it
ascertaing what is.

*  Foresight is the faculty by which it is
seen Lhat something will oceur before it
does peeur.™

Because (e works of Cicero were amoing
the few that survived the fall of Rome, e Art
of Memory, i.e., the use of Images in Places to
Ineilitale learning, was known and laught by
the Churcl's scholurs for hundreds of years
lrom the time of the revival of leanting st the
beginning of the 12th century,

In the lalc tennissmmce e, the smme
techniyves would be used by magicians, but
with the intention of bringing things about,
rather then merely remembering the past
The Tarvechi as Art of Memory

Thete is no vbvious set of Places for the 78
Images of the Torocchi. However, momy
esoleric scholars believe fhal the Places are to
be found m the Qabalistic diagrams known as
the Trees of Lile, in which ten Sefirotl, drawn
ns circles, are linked by various arrangements
ol 22 comnecting Taths,

There is a saying within our Onder, *The
Minors are more important than the Majors."
This is becouse, ameng the Minors, the four
court cards refer lo the Four Worlds of the
Qabolists, 'Adsiluth, Briyal, Yelsiroh and
Azsiyah, and the ten numbered cands refer to
(ke Ten Sefliroth of the Tree of Lile. The 22
Majors or Triumphs refer only to the Palis
linking the Sefiroth, As il is wrilten:

"The Minors refer lo where we are going;
the Majors lo the ways o pet there "

Decause the 22 Paths of the Tree of Life
are refemed o the 22 letters of he Hebrew
alphebel, the Triwnphs can also be linked o
Hebrew letters and through them o a wide
variety of other lists of correspemdences,

The correspondences between Tarocchi sud
Qnbalah were set out in p Table in Knowledge
Paper MNo. 2. Mole that the maegical number of
each Triumph is the value of its cormresponding
Hebrew leller. The wumbers beloe  the
Trivmphs merely show their order. Tt is
itfleresting (o nole that the tradilional names of
the Trinmphs of the Tarocchi omil Prudence,
although they do include the other Virtues. 1t is
as thowgh ceriain people were concerned not {o
drmw attention lo s possible tink between the
Tarocchi mnd the Art of Memeory,

1L is nol approprinle, ot this early slage, 1o
discuss which Palhs nre refemred to which
Trumphs. While a few Paths are refered o
the same Trivmphs and Letters in oll 35 of the
Trees of Lifc in Weaverss Woods, most
Trimmphs arc on Paths linking diflcrent
Sefiroth in dillerent Trees of Lile,

Expenienced magicians work with a variety
of different Trees of Life. They study the shifis
in significance of the Triumphs as they appear
wm different Paths in diflferent Trees of Life,
Much of the work in laler Eremindos prades is
of this nabure,

The Gigures with this paper shiow how the
Torocehi are allocated to (he Pailis in the Trees
ol Lile in Weavers' Wonds,

Assignment No K&/1;

Your principal assignment for this lesson is
to make sure that you know by heart all the
comespandences in (he Table in Knowledge
Paper No. 2. One way lo help you o do {his 1s
to copy it out very neatly by hand. Send your
copy {o e as your assipnmeil for Uhis lesson,

Assipnment No KB8/2:

Can you suggest any olther disprams, or
olher things, ot menlioned i the knowledge
paper, which might serve as the Places inlo
which Inages could be placed to make an Art
ol Memory system?



To the Apostolic Guardian Church Lay reader

This section of 28 Eremiados Lodge (of the Guardians of Grace, Blessing
and Sustenance) is not a complete set. There are a few gaps in my
collection which you will notice. This is why I have presented them from
1 to 28.

Jean de Cabalis



