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The World Ages in the Tides of Time

PART 2 of' 4. FROM THE AGE OF CANCER TO THE AGE OF ARIES
AND THE PLANETARY CONGRESS OF 560 bee
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home and famaly and love of the land on

THE WORLD AGE OF CANCER
¢, BR800 to c. 6660 bee

By the beginning of the Apge of Cancer,
nbout 11,000 years npo, the human mee had
dumesticoted animals and crops, and was just
establishing ils first permanent seltlements,

The pradual shift from being nomadic
hunters el patherers lo being settled henders
of animals and growers of grmin crops has
probably been the prestest step forward in all
Uhe history of the inan species. 1t had taken
perhaps as fong as a million or more years for
Tmnankind 1o make the change,

The worlds oldest city, Jericho, was first
geltled in about 8300 bee A thonsand years
later, it was still only ten acres in aren,

Enrly social structures simple

Early sefilements and small towns were
comparatively  simple  social  struclures.
Originally o viflage was just the permanes
home of a Iribe, A fealure of a tribe is that all
ils members are related lo each other, if not by
blood, then by marmiage.,

Even when new blood was brouglt o a
tribe, either by tmde or by copture, the new
members were soon assimilaled inlo the tribal
fomily, if ool as fll members, then as the
modliers of ils children,

As is the case wilh all primale species, a
human tribe was usually dominated by one
senior male, who was (he father, grand-
{ather, preat-grandiather, uncle, great-uncle
or ail Jeast the cousin of everyone else in the
tribe.

Astologically, lhere are strong  links
between Cancer and the idess of domesticity,
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THE WORLI AGE OF GEMINI

. 6661 to 4599 bee
Near e beginning of the Age of Gemini,
the sailing ship was invented, somewhers in
lhe Mediterranenn area, At first, and for ey
thousands of years, sea voyages were quile
short and hogged the coasts.

' Bea (ravel was the second preal slep
Et“mﬂbyumlmnmlmlhmmmm
lonper resiricted only o lands accessible by
walking ncross country. Equally imporiant was
incressing  commmunications, now  possible,
betweenn  the liny, otherwise isolaled
setilements slrung out along the fertile crescent
between the Persian Gulf and Fgypt, as well as
with those seltlanenls now being established
on Crele s other Meditermomean islands, and
on the Buropean mamland.

Astrologically, Cemini is related o ideas of
commmication and to short jourmeys.

THE WORLD AGE OF TAURUS
. 4500 to 2349 bee

At the time when humanity was moving
inio the Age of Tmuus, there began what we
would now call urban civilisation, This is a
signilicant step beyond the small scitlements
and towns of earlier, which had compamtively
simple social slructures,

Pupulation explosion

© At the bepiming of the Age of Taurus,
there was a population explosion among (hose
lnunan tribes who had seltled in what is called
'the ferlile crescent, which curves [rom
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Mesopolamia around the shores of (he castern
Medilerranean 1o the Nile River Valley of
FgypL. Mesopotsmin was so called because il
was the band 'between the rivers Euphrates and
Tigris,

The increase in population was largely due
o the bmproved fid supplics which hid
resilled from the cultivation of grain amd e
domestication of catlle and sheep,

In addition, there had been lechnologival
advinces, the  iveation of irigation  in
Mesopolamia  and parallel,  thoug ol
ilentical, developments in (he richly ferile
Nile River Valley in Egyp,

By the lime ol e Age of Tourus, city
populations had grown so large that familics
living together in a city were no longer
tevessurily related o each  other, exeepl
perhaps through some legendary mcesior in the
remole past,

Elaburate social structures

These developments led 1o the CImergence
of elabomle social stuchres, No mdividun]
nor family could handle the amount of wark
needed to build and maintain the networks of
imigation canals spreading out from the rivers
around the cilies of Mesopolamia. Military
forces arose to delend the cimals againsl aitack
from neighbouring cilies.

Thus, in the city stales there arose a vitrely
of social classes, some higher than oiliers in
power and wealth. Like the cardier tribul
selllements, all this was organiscd around one
dominant male, now known as the King, The
religions of the City states regarded the King as
# god, the dircct representalive on earth of (he
high pods,

Significant differences

There were significant diflerences between
the villnges or tribal selficments of carlier
utillennin and the new city-states (hat arose in
the Age ol Taurus, quite aparl from (heir size,
The most sipnificint dilference was probably in
the atlituide (o (e ovwnership ol property,

In the tribal villages and fowns, even
though each individual could be said 1p own
their personal pussessions, the village as o
whole belomged to the tribe as a whole. Tis is
stomilar lo, buit ot tuile the same thing as our
modem ideas of comnmal ownership, such az
the: eommen owntership of 8 commune by ils
members, of the State ownership of property in
ozt cownles,

The tribe was cenlred o the senior maole,
He was in complete control of the tribe mul
village, its buildings, its land, its crops, ils
herds, its slives, its resources, everything, The
senior male was the [ribe, Yel, in a very real
sense, the inibe as o whole owned him anl,
(hrowgh him, everything else.

In the World Age of Taurus, the move was
away from the communal ovwnersiup prevalent
in earlier ages towards private ownership, A
complicaling  factor, however, was  (he
supremacy of the dominant male, once the hewd
of a lamily, now the God-King of a city-state.

In the city-states, all the wealh mwd power
was still concentrated in (he person of the
God-King. By his grace and livvour, lus fmily
andl supporters shared in Iis wealth and Power,
Everything in the kingdom, including the
penple, was the personal private property of the
God-King. Bul it could not be said, a5 i the
earlier Iribal stnictures, that fhe God-King was
also the property of the city-state as n whaole,

By the end of the Age of Tavrus, (e
God-Kings  were dominant. The incipient
approaches  towards  what we miight call
demwerncy in some cities in Sumet i
Mesopolamia, evident from (e enrly records
engraved  on  clay lableds  had totally
dissippenred.

Towards the end of the Age of Taurs,
some cities were domipaling more (han (e
countryside in  their  inunediate Cnvinms.
Around about the year 3000 bee, in both gy
and  Mesopotamia, stromg  rulers  wniled
widespread temilories into single nations,

By this {ime, writing was well established
throughoul  the  civilisation of the mididle
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easlem aren, having bepun ns o means of
communication bebween the merchants of one
cily and another to guarmntee that all the trade
gods sent from one city had in fael arrived ot
the other, Astrologically, Tavrus has always
been associated with one's personal resotmees
attd wealih, wsunlly in modem fimes, ey, 1L
has strong links with trade and commerce.

The slage is now sel for the onset of (he
World Age of Aries, the age when God-Kings
ruled the world, first and most powerfilly in
the Middle East, but soon scoss Dikia and
Chinn also.

THE WORLD AGE OF ARIES
234Y (o 164 Dee

The Ape of Aries is the age of lhe strong
individual raler, with divine right to his power,
lo whose needs and desires the wihle nalion
was lolally subservienl. It is in (his kind of
cuilture: that the inanpower and resources ol the
enlire nation of Upper and Lower Egypt could
be devoled, year afler yenr for centuries, i
building preat pyrmid-dombs for SHCeessive
God-King Phamuhs,

Comncidental with the beginning of Age of
Aries is Sargon [ of Akkad, somewhen bebaeen
2371 and 2316 bee, the first World-Emnperor.
Sargon prowdly claimed Yo rule the wordd lroim
sen lo sed, that is, trom the Meditermimean Sea
Lo the Indim Ovean. 1l might even have sent
annies to Egypt and Ethiopia. He was the first
king to establish an frternational enpire. In his
day, he was said Lo have conguered the world
His renown was such that, for a thousand years
fler, whenever mlers wished 1o proclaim how
preat they were, they would say, ' Tam a king
aller the onder of Sargon of Akkad

The World Age of Aries bepan willy ihe
first of the world conquerors. Al the end of the
Age of Aries, as the luman race moved into the
Age of Pisees, (he preatest of all world empires
established by ane man, Alexander (he Great of
Macedomin, was cullapsing.  His empire liad
cxtended (o India in e east (o Furope in the
west, from Egypt in the South to Afphanistan in

the north, and it depended totally on his
persoial ability as a ruler,

Astrologically,  Aries i3 traditionally
referred to the kind of person who can take the
initistive and act o Uheir own, bul offen
without much (thought for the LONSCOUMICes or
interest in anything bul teir own preslige aml
benelil

Aries is the most dynantic of (he fire sipns,
and the World Age of Aries coincides with the
beginning of the smitlls crall. Smiths wsed fire
lo forge and work metals for the first time m
human history, At this stage, smilhs worked
only with eopper, tin and bronze, whicly is all
elloy of copper and tin,

THE PLANETARY CONGRESS
25 July, 560 bee

During the 6th century bee, there was &
rare focusing of planetary cnergies, when all
the plavets of the solar syslem  were
congregaled i one small sepment of (e
licavens, from the point of view of the Larth,

Although it 1s possible to put a precise dale,
and even a precise lime, when a Planetary
Conpress is of ils narrowest Tocus, in fick, e
i5 8 period of abow & week when all (e
planels, including the Moen are gathered
willin the one quarter of the heavens, Such
Cougresses of planets lake place each monih
for three or four months every year, for severul
years on either side of the tightest congress,

Similor series of planctary Congresses jake
place every five or six huidred years, There
Wwas n series belween 1978 omd 1987, which
was al its lightest span, belween 63 and (4
degrees, at .57 am, 1s Movember, 1952

The previous Planctary Congress was
during the I4th century, at the heart of the
petiod of the Black Death, which Killed
tillions of people across the entire Asian G
Liwropean continents.

Flanetary congresses are rrely as clusely
toncenirated as that of 1982, but no olher
Congress has been as lightly focused as that of
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564 bee which took place on July 25, within a
few months of the bwth of Siddbartha
Gaulhamn, who was lo become one of the
world's preatest Teachers, the founder of
Buddhism, the Eight-fold Way,

The decades surronnding all of the
Planetary Congresses are simuliane-
ously times of great difficelty and of
enormous advances for the whole
humnan roce,

The first half of the Glh century bee saw the
entire area fom India to Egyl tom apart by
widespremd  conflicts  ss  the  Assyrian,
Babyloninn and Indian empires collapsed, Yet,
by (he end of the century, one of history’s most
enlightensd monarchs, Cymus of Persin had
slabilisad the whole area @inl broughl peaca
and prosperity to its inhabitants.

The widespread extent of Cyruy' power is
indicated by the fact that il is recorded in the
Judeo-Christian setipture, The Book of Esther
that the nanie of one of the high officials at the
Persian courl was Krishna, a conumon name
throught the Indian sub-continenl.

The latter part of the 6ih century bee was
one of the most remarkable perinds on a global
basis in all human history. Even the exiremely
limited amount of knowledge we have of
sotlem Altica ond the Americas suggests (it
there too, there was an upsurge of Rndamental
cuttural and lechnological achievements,

The 6Gth century hee around the globe

In China, both Confucivs and Lao Tse
were writing and teaching during an era of
comparative peace that had followed a long
period civil anarchy, During this cenlury,
the nbacus was invenled in China,

In India, Gaulsma Buddha was spreading
his messape of compassion. In the smme area
andd ot the same Lime, Mabavira was founding
the Hindu Join sect He waa the first Teacher
who tanght Tz followers to avoid killing any
fonm of life.

Under Cyrus in Persia, the Medean prophet
Zoroaster was relonning  the old  Persion
religion, transforming it into a new religiofi to
be known 8s Zorosiianism.  Nowadays,
[illowers of the Zoroestrian religion are called
Parsees. i.e., Persians.

Among the Isroelites, its bao most brillimit
pocts and prophets, Ezekiel and Isaiah [the
second of thal name] were writing the books
that have inspired millions of people ever since,

In Greece there wos an extraondinary
palaey of scholars al work:  Pythapoms,
mathematicimt  and  mystic,  Anmdimander,
astronomer, who detenmined how to predict the
solstives med equinoxes accuralely for years
ahead. The mathematician Thales of Milelus
was [be first lnman to be nble to predicl
eclipses ahead of ieir oocurrence, Solon was
drawing up Eurupe’a lirst legal code, and Aesop
was wriling his fofk toles, which are still read
and told today.

It wazs a ceoliry of basic ftechnological
invenlion: In China, (he abocus, in India, the
damming of rivers, and cosmetic surgery, in
Pexzin, the windmill, elsawhere in the Middle
East, the wood-turning lathe; in Crele, a school
of medicine was founded (hat, for the first lime
in history, tried to seek lhe cavses of illness
mtionally, mther than blaming them on the
gmh;mlhefhtmmmtmgwhzmg
invented; i soulhern Afvica, the iron oge
begmn,

Socivlogically, the most significant ev-
eitls of the 6th century bee were Lhe [owul-
ing of the Roman Republic in 310 and the
esfablishmenl of democracy in Athens by
Cleisthenes [505 bee].

For our purposes, the impordmee of e
most lighily focused Planetsry Congress in
human history, which took place in 560 bee, i3
that, during the 19805, (here was  both the
fonmal stariing date of & new World Age [ 1980
ond a Planelary Congress [1982] that wos (he
second most tightly focused in nnman history.




