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Hermetic Triumph - To the Reader

To the Reader

Seeing not only the bad Success most Searchene éfdrmetick Art raet with, but that likewise great Numbers
them are fallen into the greatest Absurdities, all i respect to their Operations, as to the Mdttey work upon,
and often wishing to see some Remedy applied clover those unhappy People from their Errorsdinte into a
serious Consideration of the Cause thereof; andnd that it was impossible, those deluded Seasdwrld
dwindle away into the absurderst Operations, ifttiiel not want a sufficient Theory of this Art.
Then meditating furtheand finding that the said Theory (which is themillar and Foundation to go upon) is
to be acquired but by the constant Perusal of @mks; | at last begun to consider of those Authatsch are
Extant in theEnglishTongue, and found that there really too few ofthand that it was chiefly to be attributed to
this Want, that People labour so much in vain, smdontrary to Nature.
‘This true, some, who only look upon the NumbeBobks, will think there are Authors enough, nay tany
Extant that have written of the Hermetick Art i tBnglishTongue; but others who have acquired some
Knowledge in their Divine Science, and who knowdistinguish good Authors from Sophisters, will &asilow,
that there is a real Want of them; for there arefénr who wrote in thé&nglishTongue, that may be deemed as
Maters, or at least by whom a seeker of this miggierArt may be instructed; so that, as to thoghistical
Authors who have encreased the Number of such Bawistreated of an Art which they did not know; no
understood so much as any Part thereof, the moneruws they are the more pernicious they proveBegnner
who happens to read them; for it is certain, thaytmay easily put him out of a right Path, but nawer lead him
into a true Way.
As for those that have been translated out of dflbagues, they are but of little Use, when theyehasen
translated, rather to serve some private View, thae instructive to those who Study this Scierspecially whe
they have been translated by Persons, who had owl€dge of the Terms and Operations in Chymistng lado
not Question, but it will be affirmed by all thoseho (understanding tHeermanTongue) have reaasil
Valentinein his own Native Language, that the Translatibthat Volume which contains his Will and Testament
etc., differs widely from the Original; nay, | belie | might easily convince the Lovers of this Alniat the same is
bad Translation of a bad Edition.
Concerning others, | will say nothing against thempt being my Intention, to search for the Fauwlt other
Translators. But finding from the aforesaid Consatiens, that to get some good Authors translatedid be the
most likely Means to furnish the Lovers and Stusligfrthis Science with a sufficient Theory, andrtake them do
desist from their unnatural Operations: | resolteedndertake the Work, and fixed upon the followirrgatises to
be the first, that should appear inEmglishDress.
The first of these Treatises was written b$emanPhilosopher, under the Title of, THE ANCIENT WARFO
THE KNIGHTS, and was not only first received, asniag from a good Author, and true Master, butladise who
had got any Knowledge in this Science: But the Jaahtise did likewise afterwards receive a Commagntwhich
another learned Philosopher has made thereupereich who also after his instructive learned Commentey
added six Keys, which for their Plainness and imgenExpressions give way to none, and are of thatgst Use
imaginable to s Studier of this Art.
Thus the whole being an excellent Work, there isloabt but those who apply themselves to get Kndgdey
reading good Authors, will find infinite Benefitdm the perusal of its; and the said Treatise calletE ANCIENT
WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, being wrote in th@ermanTongue, | have been at the Pains and Expences ting
Original thereof, that so the Lovers of this Sceentight likewise have a Translation of the samd,thns be able
to draw Water from the Spirit itself; and also,ttbg comparing it with the first, they might seedaectify such
Passages as have suffered by a second Translation.
No Body will, I hope object, that the Style of tMéork is not according to the present Politendds is so kind as
to consider that it is not intended for a Gramrbat,to instruct People in the Hermetick Scienceictviis for the
most Part described in such difficult Terms, th&t anhappy Turn of one Word, may alter a whole S, to the
infinite Prejudice of a Tyro; and that it is theyed better to keep the Author's Meaning in a lggeeable Style,
than to deviate from it, by using politer Expressio
"Tis likewise for the same Reason, that where@bemanhas a Word or Sentence which might bear a double
Meaning or Signification, both of them have beeregi as for Instance: Where the War of the Knighttshe End



of this Book, translated from ti@ermanoriginal, says bjNum. 19. pag. 10. And if you two should mix yolwese
together, and were kept in the Firdhe original says indeead the Firg but because th@ermansspeaking of
Chymical Operations, and mentioniRge, often mearbigestion which is performetby Fire; therefore has been
added ¢r in Digestion,]that so the Readenight have both Meanings, and choose of the twehvhe should judg
most proper.

| could easily have added my Opinion upon seveagkRges in this Work, as for Instanuag 41. where mention
is made of thé&tars of Venus and Dianavhich two Signs or Characters put together, pcedhat which signifies
Mercury, for if the Character of hornddiana {crescent sign with edges turned upwards}, is @thapon that of
Venus{Venus sign}, it yields a Character in this Foridércury sign}. But | omit it, lest | should be thglot
presumptuous in endeavouring to explain, what | banm not Master of.

Should this my well-intended Labour meet with Adpetion: I'll continue it with Pleasure; and in Célse present
Work should any way be wanting in Exactitude,u8ke all Endeavours to make amends in the next.



Hermetic Triumph

THE

PREFACE
Of the Author of the

COMMENTARY,

Translated fronfrrench

ADVERTISEMENT.
One is sufficiently persuaded, that there are alsetoo many Books which treat of tHermetick Philosophyand
that unless one would write of this Science phaithout Equivocation, and without Allegory, (whichne of the
sages will ever do,) it would be better to remalend, than to fill the World with new Works, whicither serve to
clog the spirit [or Minds] of those who apply theshves to penetrate into the Philosophick Mystetiesn to put
them in the true Way, which leads to the desired), Emwhich they aspire. 'Tis for this Reason thhaas been
thought, that to interpret a good Author, who treaf this sublime Philosophy with Solidity, wouddrbore useful
to the Children of Science, than some new PhilasapRroduction, adorned with some of the most imigas
Expressions, which the Adepts know to {?} when titeay of this great Art, or rather, when they wriinly to make
known, to those that seek it, that they have hadjtiod Fortune to arrive to the Possession theldedeed most
part of the Philosophers which have wrote therbafje done it rather to eak of the good Success wherewith God
had blessed their Work, than to give the necedsatyuction to those who give themselves to thaystd this
sacred science. This is so true, that most of tthen't so much as make any Difficulty of owning eialy, that that
has been their chief View, when they compared Beaks to that Matter.
The little Treatise which bears the Title, TAMCIENT WAR OF THE KNIGHTShas without any Contradiction
deserved the Approbation of all the Sages [or WIs@] and of those, who have any Knowledge of threnidigc
Philosophy. It is written by way of Dialogue, ivery plain and measured Style, which bears every Wamarks
of Truth; Yet notwithstanding its Plainness, ih@ wanting of Profundity, and to be solid in itsgRoning, as also
convincing in its Proofs, in such a manner, as asovincing in its Proofs; in such a manner, tHagre is not one
Word, but what carries its Sentence, and on whiele might not be made a long Commentary.
This Works was composed in BermanTongue by a true philosopher, whose Name is unknihvappeared in
Print at Leipzig, in the Year of our Lord 1604&aberof Montpelliertranslated it intoLatin: And it was from this
Latin [Edition] that the French Translation was takerhieh was Printed aParisby dHoury, and put at the End of
[the Book called] thé-rench Turbapf the Word left behinfrerbum dismissuménd ofDrebelius which together
make up one Volume. But whetlr@berdid not well understand th@ermanTongue, or else did on Purpose falsify
the Original: So it is, that there are in these t@nslations corrupted Passages, which are so faatty false,
that they have occasioned, that many have condethieelittle Work, although it seemed otherwisd¢overymuct
informed.
As Truth and Falsehood cannot dwell together in 8object, and because it was easy to judge thatslations
were not done faithfully, a Philosopher of extraoaty Knowledge and Merit, did, for to satisfy Kariosity in
this Point, give himself the Trouble, of seekingails of ten Tears for to find tli&ermanoriginal of this little
Treatise, and having at last found it, caus'd ibtexactly translated intocatin. This new Translation is taken from
that Copy, and done with all possible Fidelity. Teodness of the Original may be seen here, byrtitie which
evidently appears in divers Places which have lvestored [to its former Sense,] which were not aiter'd but
quite changed. One may judge of this by the Passegked thirty four, where the first Translatiorysalike the
Latin of Faber, Mercurium nostrum nemo assequi potesterisnollibus octo corporibus neque ullum absquere
parari potest. No body can attain to our Mercutlieovays than out of the eight soft Bodies, nortt@&none be
prepared without the othefhis Treatise needed no other Thing, to be despigabose that have a sufficient
knowledge of the beginning of the [Philosophick]riky@ order to distinguish what is true, from thahich is
false: The learned , however, did easily judge, thath a capital Fault as that could not come frotnua
Philosopher, who otherways gives sufficiently tovkithat he has perfectly understood the MagistBuyt:there wa
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to discoverThath, an one that was as capable as the aforesaithake so
great a search for to find the Original of this Vdpwithout which it was impossible to re-establisie Sense



thereof.

The place just now mentioned, was not the only thia¢ wanted to be amended. If one takes the Rainempare
this new Translation with the former, there willpgar a very great Difference, and many materialr€otions. Thi
passage thirt-five is not one of the least, aad this Translation has been from the new [of lagin copy, without
ever looking upon that which was already printedriench it has been a pleasure to remark in course, athiv
was not conform to the same.

The Words in and entire Phrases, that have beerdddsome places in the present, to make it j@rematural,
or render the Sense more perfect, are placed betwixCrotches (), in order to distinguish whatasd what is
not in the Text, to which the Author of this Traisin has kept himself extremely close: By Reabai the least
Addition, to a Matter of the Nature, may make asiderable Alteration [or Change] and Occasion greators.
The Beauty an the Solidity of this Treatise, dig weell deserve the Print which have been takemake
Commentary thereupon, to make it more intelligtbl¢he Children of the Art; [or Science;] becausésia Treatise
that may stand them instead of all others. AndhadViethod of a Dialogue it the most proper foekplain, and fc
to make palpable the sublimest Truths, it has bbeade Use of here, and that with the more Reasdhairthe
Author, upon which the Commentary has been madewhigen in the same manner. The Dialogu&ofloxeand
Pyrophile which explains the [Dialogue] of tt&tone with Gold, and withMercury, unfolds the chiefest Difficulti
by its Question, and by the Answers which are nilagieeto about the most material [or essential] Rsiaf the
Hermetick Philosophy.

The Cyphers which are on the Margin of these twaldgjues, are to remark the places which are alikéhe first
Dialogue, and the second in which they are exphthifidere is to be seen in this work an entire Conify of
Sentiments with the first Masters of this Philoggms well as with the most learned that have amiih the latter
Ages, so that there may hardly be found a Treasm this Matter, (how great soever the NumberabEmay be,
which is clearer, and more sincere than the presamd which in Course could be more useful to sghpply
themselves to Study this Science, and who othdrawgy all the Qualifications both of the Mind, arfdite Body,
which our Philosophy requires of those who desirsmelke some Progress therein.

The Commentary, will doubtless, be allowed to bmgoh better in that it is not diffusedly, as altrals
Commentaries are: That it does not touch upon d@hgrdPlaces than those which may be needed tofiaiesd:
and that it does in no way deviate from the Subfadtas these sort of Writings are not fit for $eovho have not
yet gotten a Spark of the secret Philosophy, tearekt sighted will easily find, that it has bebaught better t
skip several Things, which perhaps might deservelhterpretation, than to explain generally all whaight yet
cause some Difficulty to the young Beginner ingleat Art.

As the first of these Dialogues tells the Victdiiyhe Stoneand the other explains the Reason,a nd shows the
Foundation of its Triumph: It seemed that this Baokld not appear under a more proper Title, thhattof the
Hermetical TriumphOr, The Victorious Philosophical Stondothing remains to be said, except that the Autfor
the Translation (who is likwise the same of the @@mtary, and of the Letter which is at the Enchef Book) has
had no other Interest of View in this, but to mesiithe Truth to those who aspire to the Knowleafge from such
Motives as are proper to the true Children of tlegeSce: He also declares, and protects sincerélyt he desires
with all his Heart, that those who are so unforttenas to lose their time in working with foreigndistant Matters,
may find themselves enlightned by reading this Bimosrder to know the true and only Matter of fPlgilosophers
and that those who know the same already, butgrerant of the great Pointjz. the Solution of th&tone and
the Coagulation of the Water, and of the Spirithef Body, which is the Term [or End] of the Unisledicine,
may here learn those secret Operations, which &tndtly enough described for them.

The Author has not thought proper to writeLiatin, because he could not believe, like many othleas,to treat of
these high Mysteries in a vulgar Tongue, is to attteem: He has followed the Example of severald3bphers,
who were res®ed, that their Work [or Treatise] should bear fsaid] Character of their Country. His first Desi¢
has likewise been to be useful to his Countrymendoubting, but that if this Treatise should apptathe
Disciples ofHermesto have any deserts, there would be found suetilesanslate it into such a Language as they
please



Hermetic Triumph - General Explication of
the Emblem

THE
General Explication
OF THE
Embleme

Translated from the French.

It ought not to be expected to find here a pardic&xplication, such as should undraw the Curtainigh are
spread over the philosophick Enigma, for to shosvThuth quite naked; for if that were [done], ther@uld remain
nothing more to be done but to burn all the Wrisired the Philosophers: The Wise would not haveraaye
Advantage over the Ignorant; the one an the otlerddvbe equally skilled in this wonderful Art.

It ought therefore to be thought sufficient to 8ethis Figure, as in Looking-Glass, the Abridgemnefithe whole
secré Philosophy, which is contained in this little Boan which all the Parts of this Emblem are expéal as clea
as it is permitted to be done.




Those that are initiated in the Philosophick Myistgerwill easily and presently comprehend the Sevigeh is hid
under this Figure. But these who have not theshktkjgnust here consider in general a mutual Coorefgnce
betwixt the Heavens and the Earth, by Means oftirean Moon, who are like the secret Ties of thisoBophical
Union.

They will see in the Practice of the Work, who fenlecal Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing] theatges
secretly together, give Birth to the mysteriousagular Stone, which is the Foundation of the Art.

They will see a secret and natural Fire, of whiwgh $pirit penetrating the Stone, sublimes it in Mag, who
condense themselves in the Vessel.

They will see what Efficacy the sublimed Stone reee of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father anthito of
whom it inherits presently its first Crown of Peattien.

They will see in the Continuation of the Practioeip the Progress of the Work,] that the Art git@shis Divine
Liquor a double Crown of Perfection, by the Conierof Elements, and by the Extraction and the Dajion of
the Principles, by which it becomes to be that erystis {Rod} ofMercury, which operates [or performs] such
surprising Metamorphosings.

They will see that this sanMercury, as aPhoenix who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives by Memgistery to
the last Perfection of the fixed Sulphur of thel®wphers, which gives it a foreign Power overttiree Genders
[or Reigns] of Nature; of which the three-fold Cnoupon which is set for this Purpose the Hieroglgg-igure of
the World) is the most material [or essential] Gloaer.



Hermetic Triumph - The Ancient War of the
Knights

The numbers in curly brackets refer to referenabsgch will be added later.

The Ancient War of the Knights

or

A DISCOURSE betweenStone of the Philosophers, and Gold, and Mercury.
Concerning the true Matter from whence those who a acquainted with the
Secrets of Nature, may make thePhilosophical Stone, according to theRules of
a proper Practice, and by the help ofLunatic Vulcan.

Composed Originally in the German Tongue by a vergble Philosopher, and
newly translated from the Latin into French., now from the French render'd
into English.

The Subject of this Discourse is a Dispute whtid andMercury had one Day with the Stone of the IBeophers
See here in what manner a true Philosopher speahs,is arrived at the Possession of this greate$gc

| protest unto you before God, and upon the (etgB8wvation of my Soul, with a sincere Heart, tio'dcwith
Compassion for those who have been a long whilkisngreat search; and (I give you notice,) all who Esteem
this wonderful Art, that our whole Work takes itatiVity {1} from one only thing, and that in thikihg the Work
finds its Perfection, without having need of anlgestthing, whatsoever, but to be dissolved {2} apdgulated,
which it must do of it self, without the Assistanafeany foreign Thing.

When we put Ice into a Vessel placed on the Fiesee that Heat makes it dissolve into Water; {8}must use
the same way with our Stone, which only wants tse bf the Artist, the Operation of this hands, #melaction of
the {4} natural Fire: For it will never be dissolyef it self, though it should remain for ever b Earth, 'tis for
that reason we must assist it; in such a manneareber, that we add nothing to it, which is foremmncontrary to it.
Just as God produces the Corn in the Fields, atdttafterwards belongs to us to reduce it intd&jéo knead it,
and make Bread of it: In like manner our Art regaius to do the same thing {5}. God has creatatisdineral;
to the end, that we should take it by it self, tiwatshould uncompound or dissolve the Compositidhegross an
thick Body; that we should separate and take forselves whatever good it encloses inwardly, thatreyect what
it has of superfluous, and that our of a (mortailsBn, we learn to make a (Sovereign) Medicine.

To give you a more prefect understanding of thigegble Discourse; | will recite to you the Dispwtgich arose
between the Stone of tihilosophers, GoldandMercury; so that those who have a long time apply'd thereselv
to the search (of our Art) and who know how we dugtdeal with {6} Metals and Minerals, may be thby
sufficiently informed how to arrive directly at tlind which they propose to themselves. 'This nbetss
necessary, that we should apply our selves to Kiagwxteriorly, and interiorly, the Essence and fhperties of
all things which are on the Earth, and that we trateeinto the Profundity of the Operations, whitdture is
capable of.

The RECITAL
Gold andMercurywent on Day, with an armed Hand, to (give Battltouand) subdue the Storgold animated
with Fury, begun to speak thus:



GOLD
How have you the Boldness to raise your self aogeand my brothdviercury, and to pretend a Preference
before us; you who are only a {8} Worm (swollen}kvPoison? Do you not know that | am the most i the
most durable, and the chief of all the Metals? (kyou nd) that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do alik&erall
their Riches to consist in me, and in by brotiercury, and that you are on the contrary, the (dangereusiny of
Men, and of Metals; so that the (most able) Phgaigicease not publish and extol the (singular)uésrtvhich |
possess {9} to give (and preserve) Health to al\ttorld?

The STONE

To these Words (full of Anger) the Stone answew/iihiput being moved,) my dear Gold, why are younatther
angry with God, and why do you not ask him, for lRaasons he has not created in you what is faunaef?

GOLD
"This God himself who has given me the Honour,Reputation, and the glittering Brightness, whichders me so
estimable, it is for that Reason that | ma so $eatdor by every one. One of my greatest Perfestisto be a
Metal unchangeable in the Fire, and our of the: Breall the World loves me, and runs after me;yiout, you are
only a {10} Fugitive, and a Cheat, that abusedvih: This se seen in that, that you fly away archps out of the
Hands of those who work with you.

The STONE

This true, my deaGold, 'tis God who has given you the Honour, the Dilitgband the Beauty, which makes you
precious; 'tis for that Reason that you are obligeckturn (eternal) Thanks (to the divine Bounainil not to
despise others as you do; for | can tell you, yloatare not thatold, o which the Writings of thBhilosophers
make mention; {11} but th&old is hidden in my Bosom. 'Tis true, | own it, | flawthe Fire (and abide not there,)
nevertheless you very well know, that God and Nahave given me this Quality, and that this mustdydor as
much as my Fluidity turns to the advantage of thigsf who knows {12} the way how to extract it; dw,
nevertheless, #t my Soul remains constant in me, and that sheoig stable, and more fixt than you are, altoge
Gold as you are, and more than are your Brother, dngbat Companions are. Neither Water, nor Firethsy
what they will, can destroy her, nor consume Hesugh they should act upon her during as long &isthe World
shall last.
This not then my Fault if am sought for by Artistgho know not how they ought to work with me, mowhat way
| ought to be prepared. They often mix me with iigmer hings, which are (entirely) contrary to me eytadd to me
Water, Powders, and such other like things, whistrdy my nature, and the Properties which arenéiaséo me;
so that there is hardly found one in a Hundred {d8p works with me. They apply themselves to searatihe
(Truth of the) Art in you, and in your Brother Mery 'tis for that Reason that they all err, arglthierein that their
Work are false. They are themselves a (good) Exauwipk; for 'tis unprofitably that they employ th&old, and
that they endeavour to destroy it; there remairiking to them from all that, but extreme Povertywhich they se
themselves as last reduced.
'Tis you,Gold, who art thdirst cause (of this ill Fortune;) you very well knowat without me it is impossible to
make anyGold, or anySilver, which shall be perfect, and that it is | aloneovitave this (wonderful) Advantage.
Why therefore do you permit almost all the wholeddf@o lay the Foundation of their Operations uyon, and
uponMercury? If you had yet any remainder of Honesty, youfalbir Men from abandoning themselves to a most
certain Loss; but as (instead thereof) you do ghigecontrary, | may with Truth maintain, thatdtyiou only who
are a Cheat.

GOLD
| will convince you by the Authority of thehilosophersthat the Truth of the Art may be accomplishechwite.
ReadHermes he says thus: "The Sun is its Father, and then4} its Mother; now | am the only one which tt
compare to the Sun.
Aristotle, Avicenna, Pliny, Serapion, HippocratBsscorides, Masue, Rasis, Averroes, Geber, Rayrhulhgl
Albertus Magnus, Arnoldf Villa Nova, Thomas Aquinaand a great Number of othehilosopherswhom | pass
in Silence, that | may not belong, do all writeazlg and distinctly, that the Metals and the (pbghi Tincture, are
not made but oSulphurand ofMercury {15} that thisSulphurought to be red, incumbustible, steadfastly riegjst
the Fire; and that thglercury ought to be clear [or bright,] and well purifidd.this manner they speak without any
reserve; they name me openly by my proper Namesapgdthat irGold, (that is to say in me) there is found the red
digested, fixt, and incumbustib&ulphur which is true, and very evident; for there isBmdy who does not know
well, that | am a Metal, the most durable (an weralble) that | am endowed with a perf8caiphur and intirely fixt,
over which the Fire has no power.
Mercurywas of the same Opinion withold, he approv'd of this Discourse maintained thawvaich his Brother
said was true, and that the Work might be perfeaftt the manner which ttighilosopherderein above-cited



have written. He added also, that every one (dafftty) knew how great a (mutual) {16} Friendshigete was
betweenGold and him, preferably before all the other Metdistthere was no Body who could not easily judge
thereof by the Testimony of this own Eyes, that@Guddsmithsand other such like Artificers knew very wellath
when they would gild any work, they could not dahaiut gild and work, they could not do without (&tuare of)
Gold andMercury, and that they make a Conjunction of them in g genall time, without difficulty, and with very
little Labour; what ought not to be hop'd for witiore Time, more Labour, and more Application?

The STONE
At this Discourse, the Stone begun to Laugh, alditteem, in Truth you deserve both the one andther of you,
that they should jeer you, and your Demonstratian;it is youGold that | still the more admire at, seeing that you
are so much conceited of your self, for havingatieantage which you have to be good for some ceftaings.
Can you be perswaded that the ancignitosopherglid write as they have done, in a Sense whichldHma
understood in a common Way? And do you believedhatought plainly to interpret their Words accoggio the
Letter?

GOLD

| am certain, that thBhilosophersand the Artists, whom | cited, have not writtehi@ They are all of the same
Sentiment concerning the Vertue which | possessvary true that there are found some who woutddcdein
Things quite distant, for the Power and the Prag&mvhich are in me. They have workt on certainddeon
Animals, on Blood, on Urines, on Hair, on Spernd an Things of this Nature; these have without dsttay'd
from the true way, and have sometimes written feadh: But it is not so of those Masters whom | haamed. Wi
have certain Proofs, that they effectually posgest(great) Art; 'tis for that Reason that we dughgive credit to
their Writings.

The STONE
| do not make any doubt at all of (thdkilosopher¥having had an intire Knowledge of the Art; excegt
nevertheless, some of those whom you have alledgethere are among them, though a very,feeme who kne!
it not, and have only written what the have heardpte say of it: But when they (the trBlilosopher¥ plainly
nameGold andMercury, as the Principles of the Art, they only make 0bthese Terms thereby to hide the
Knowledge from thégnorant, and from those who are unworthy (of 8igence;) for they very well know that st
(vulgar) Wits mind only the names of things, thee&pts, and the Processes which they find writiéthout
examining whether there be any (solid) Foundatiowhat they put into Practice. But the wise Merg Hrose who
read (good Books) with Application and Exactnessistder all Things with Prudence, examine how coasband
how agreeing one Thing is with another; and bydhmasans they penetrate into the Foundation (oAthgso that
by Reasoning, and by Meditation, they discovetdiagith) what the matter of th#hilosopherds, among whom
there is not any one to be found who would showfitnake it known openly, and by its proper Name.
They declare themselves plainly about it, when tiedlyye, that they never reveal less (of the Sgafetheir Art,
than when they speak openly, an in the common whgdlivery:) But (they affirm) on the contrary {§, zhat whne
they use Similitudes, Figures, and Parables;jit i&uth in those places (of their Writings) thiaéy disclose their
Art; for (the Philosopher¥ after having discours'd @old andMercury, fail not of declaring afterward and assuring
us, that theiGold is not the commoBol (or Gold) and the theiMercuryis not the commoMercury, see here the
Reason.
Goldis a perfect Metal, which by Reason of its Perfec{which Nature has given it) cannot be carriedhfer (by
Art) to a more perfect Degree; so that in what wagver one may work witBold, whatever Artifice one makes
use of; though one should Extract its Colour (dasd’incture) a hundred Times, the Artist will neveake more
Gold, and shall never tinge a greater Quantity of Meken there was of Colour and Tincture in @&d (from
whence it shall have been Extracted;) for this Beatsis that thé?hilosopherssay, that we ought to seek Perfec
{18} in the imperfect Things, and that we shalldiit there. You may read in the Rosary what | hale you here.
Raymund, Lullyyvhom you have cited to me, is of the same Sentirflenaissures) that, that which ought to be n
better, ought not to be prefect; because in whagiectt, there is nothing to be changes; andsbaésooner
destroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to its &ibn).

GOLD

| am ignorant, that thBhilosophersspeak after this manner; yet this may be appbyiay BrothefMercury, who is
as yet imperfect; but if one join both of us togetthe then receives from the Perfection (whiclvhats:) For he is
of theFemininesex, and | am of thielasculineSex; which makes tHehilosopherssay, that the Art is one quite
homogeneal Thing. You see an Example hereof inRtereation of) Men, for there can no Child berBwaithout
(the Copulation of) Male and Female; that is to, seithout the Conjunction of the one with the othafe have the
like Example thereof in Animals, and in all livilggings.

The STONE



"Tis true, your BrotheMercuryis imperfect {19}, and by consequence he is netMercury of the wise. So though
you should be join'd together, and one should keepthus in the Fire during the Course on many ¥gar
endeavour to unite you perfectly to one anotherglwill always happen (the same Thing, namelg) ds soon as
theMercuryfeels the Action of Fire, it separates it selinfrgou, it is sublimed, it flies away, and leaves yone
below. That if one dissolve you Aqua fortis if one reduce you into one only (Mass), in onédtiyeu, you will
never produce any Thing but a Powder, and a redgttage: That if one make a Projection of this ewon an
imperfect Metal, it tinges it not; but one findsraachGold as one put therein at the beginning, and yourHgrot
Mercury quits you and flies away.
See here, these are the Experiments, which thoseapbly themselves to the SearctChiymistryhave made to
their great Damage, during a long Train of Yeare 8lso (where there endeth) all the Knowledge lwttiey have
acquired by their Words, but because there is in§af the Ancients, whereof you would make usgdar
Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire) homagThing; that no Child can be Born without Matel &emale;
and that you imagine to your self, that Bitglosopherglo thereby intend to speak of you and your Brother
Mercury; | ought to tell you (plainly) that this false,dathat it is understood much amiss concerning tfoaygh in
the same Places tihilosopherspeak sincerely, and tell the Truth. | make itwndo you, that here {20} lies the
corner (angular) Stone, which they have laid, angréch many Thousands of Men have stumbled.
Can you well imagine to your self, that it shouldthe same {21} with Metals, as with Things whickva Life.
There happens to you in this, that which happerdl false Artists: for when you read (such likesBages) in the
Philosophersyou apply not your selves any more to examinenttite endeavour to discover whether (such
Experience) square and agree together, or not,whtit has been said before, or that is said aftekwéet (you
ought to know) that all which thehilosophershave written in figurative Terms about the Worlgbt to be
understood of me only, and of no other Thing whécim the World; because there is only me who cafigpm that
which they say, and that {22} without me it is ingsible to make any tru@old, of any trueSilver.
GOLD

Good God! have you no Shame of telling so grea@?And do you not think you commit a Sin, in bazgtyour
self to such a Height, as to dare to attributeoter self alone, all which so many wise and knowifen have
written of this Art, for so many Ages; you who amy a thick, impure, and poisonous Matter: And you
acknowledge, notwithstanding this, that this Aralisone (perfectly) Homogeneal Thing? You sayHart that
without you, one can make no trG@®ld, not trueSilver, as being an universal Thing {23}. (Is there nohanifest
Contradiction there?) For as much as many knowergdhs have applied themselves with so much Care an
Exactness to those (curious) Searches, which theg made, that they have found out other waigsRrocess)
which they call Particulars, from which, neverttssleone may draw great Gain.

The STONE
My dearGold, be not surprised at what | am going to tell yang be not so imprudent as to impute a Lie to me; t
me, who am {24} older than you: If so be | wereéed mistaken in this Point, you'd have Reason¢assxmy
(great) Age; since you are not Ignorant that ole Agould be respected.
But to convince you that | have spoken Truth; idesrto defend my Honour, | will rely on no othet fgilne
Authority) of the same Masters whom you have quoded whom for that Reason you have no Right tasef(Fo
instance,Hermesin particular says thus: It is true without Lier@in and very true, That that which is below, is
like unto that which is above; and that which is\ah is like unto that which is bellow; {25} 'tig/tithese Things
that one may make the Miracles of only one Thing.
Aristotlesays: O how admirable is this Thing, which contami$ self Things which we have need of. It kilisself;
and afterwards it reassumes a Life of it self; {#63spouses it self; it impregnates it self; ibarn of it self, it
dissolves it self in its own Blood; it coagulateself again with it, and takes a hard Consisteitaaakes it self
White, and it rubifies it self, of it self; we addthing more to it, and we change nothing in itept that we
separate th&rossnesand the Terrestreity {?}.
Pluto speaks of me in this manner: It is one ommygle Thing, of one and the same Species in it §&1 it has a
Body, a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, aviich it has Dominion, it wants nothing; it hasmeed of other
Bodies; for it ingenders it self; all Things arerr it, by it, in it.
| could here bring you many other Testimonies,ibbeing unnecessary, | pass them over in Silethes,] may not
be tedious. However, since you happen to spealetofrfProcessor) Particulars, I'll explain to you in what they
differ (from the Art) {28}, some Artists who haveraught with me, have carried on their Works so ttaat they
succeeded so far as to separate from me my Sgiith contains my Tincture; so that mixing it wiather Metals
and Minerals they arriv'd thus fat, that they cominated a final part of my Vertus, and of my Poteesuch
Metals as have some Affinity and Friendship with et these Artists who have succeeded in this wagl,who
have indeed found one Part (of the Art,) are rdalilya very small Number: but as they knew not {#83 Original



whence the Tinctures come, it was impossible fertito carry on their Works beyond that; and atcteting up of
their Accounts, they have found no vast Profitheit Proceeding. But if these Artists had carriadheir Search
further, and that they had well examined with is {80} Wife who is proper for me; and that they Hadght for
her, and united me with her; then could have tiaghdousand Times (more;) but (instead of thaty trirely
destroyed my own Nature, by mixing me with foreignings; 'tis truly for that Cause, that at the makip of their
Accounts, they have found some Gain, however,rulifferent, in comparison of the great Power whigm me;
'tis apparent, nevertheless, that (this Gain) didonoceed, nor had its Original, but from me, antifrom any othe
Thing whatsoever (wherewith | might be mixed).
GOLD

What you have said is no sufficient Proof; for thbuhePhilosopherspeak of one only Thing, which encloses
self the four Elements; and which [Thing] has a Ba@lSoul, and Spirit; and that by this Thing theyuld give us
to understand the (Physical) Tincture; at such tivhen the same has been carried on to its higRestgction)
which is the Point they aim at; yet this Thing oughits beginning to be composed of me, who anGiblel, and of
my BrotherMercury, as being (both together) the Male Seed, and¢heale Seed; as has been said before: For
after we have been sufficiently cook'd, and trarntswehinto a Tincture, we are then both the one hadther
(together) the one only Thing which tRailosopherspeak of.

The STONE
That goes not as you fancy; | have already toldhy&fore, that no true Union can be made of you faoyou are
not the only Body {31}, but two Bodies togetherdatonsequently you are contrary, considering thenBation of
Nature: but as for me, | have an {32} imperfect Bpd steadfast Soul, a penetrating Tincture. | hbegsides this, a
clear, transparent, volatile, and moveaiikercury. And | can operate all those (great) Things, wiyich boast of
with you both, and which however you are not ablpdrform: For 'tis | who carry tHehilosophical Goldand the
Mercury of the Wise (Men) in my Body; wherefore tRailosophergspeaking of me) say, our Stone {33} is
Invisible, and it is not possible to attain to thessession of olercury, any other way than by Means of {34} two
Bodies, whereof one cannot receive without therdthe (requisite) Perfection.
'Tis for this Reason the there is no other but amjyself, who possesses a Male and a Female Ssdeyle is (at
the same time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal; alsol call'd arHermaphrodite. Richardus Anglicugtnesses of
me, saying, the first Matter of our Stone is cdilebis(twice a Thing) that is to say, a Thing which heseived
from Nature a double occult property, which is Reason that the nameldérmaphrodites given to it, as if one
would say, a Matter, whereof it is difficult to bble to distinguish the Sex (and to diccover) whethbe a Male,
or a Female, it inclining equally to both SideseTkniversal) Medicine is therefore made of a Thidch is {35}
the Water, and the Spirit of the Body.
This has given Occasion to the saying, that hisidMieel has deceived a great number of Fools, by dteakthe
Multitude of Enigma(under which it is hid;) nevertheless this Artuigs but only one Thing, which is known by
every one, and which many do with for; and the wtisla Thing, which has not its equal in the Wof88} it is
however cheap, and to be had at small Expensaghtmot to be despised for that; for it makes pedects
wonderful things.
AlanusthePhilosophersays, you that work in this Art, ought to havéranfand constant Application of Mind to
your Work, and not to go about to try sometimes Dhimg, sometimes other. The Art consists not Riuality of
Species; but in the Body, and in the Spirit. Ohihrue it is, that the Medicine of our Stone is dieng, one
Vessel, one Conjunction. All the Artifice begins daye Thing, and ends by one Thing, altho'Rhdosopherswith
a Design to conceal this (great Art) describe sdweays,viz. a continual Conjunction, a Mixing, a Sublimatian,
Desiccation, and as many other (Ways and Operatioose, as may be named by different Names: Bu} {8&
Dissolution of the Body is not made, but in its oBlood.
Gebersays thus: There isQulphurin the Profundity oMercury, which cooks it, and which digests it in the Veit
the Mines, during a very long time. Thus you seedagr Gold, that | have fully demonstrated to ytbaf this
Sulphuis only in me; because | do all my self alone, withyour help, and without that of all your Brothand of
all your Companions. | have no Need of you, buhalle Need of me, for as much as | can give Pésfetd you
all, and raise you all above the State, which Nahas plac'd you in.
At these last Words, th@old grew furiously enrag'd, not knowing what to ansamy further; he concluded
(however) with his Brotheercury, and they agreed together, that they would ageistanother, (hoping) that th
being two against our Stone, which is but one gltrey might easily overcome it; so that after mating been
able to conquer it by disputing, they took a Ret$ofuto put it to Death by the Sword. In this destgey join'd thei
Forces, to make them the stronger by uniting doRbleer.
Battle was given: Out Stone display'd its Force it alour; fought them both, {38} overcame themestroy'd
them, and swallowed up both the one and the oith@rmanner that there remained so sign, wherebyight



know what was become of them.

Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear of God befouve Eyes, what | tell you ought to make you krtbe Truth,
and illuminate your Minds as much as is hecessaonterstand the Foundation of the greatest anchtst
predious of all Treasures, which Rbilosopherthas so clearly explained, discovered, or broughidht.

You have then no need of any Thing else. This ogryains, that you pray to God, that he would makeafrive a
the Possession of the Jewel, which is of an inedtienValue. Next to this, sharpen your Mind, rdaa \Writings of
the Wise with Prudence; work with Diligence (andaEtness,) act not rashly in so precious a Work} {82time is
ordained by Nature; in the like manner as the Bnwtiich are on the Trees, and as the Bunches @eGithe Vine
does bear. Be upright of Hearth, and propose to seld (in your Work) an honest End; otherwise ®all grant
you nothing; {40} for the doth not communicate (geat) a Gift, except to those who will make a gasd of it;
and he depriveth them thereof, who design to makeofiit to commit Evil. | pray to God that he ngiye you his
(holy) BlessingAmen.



Hermetic Triumph - A Discourse between
Eudoxus and Pyrophilus
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A
DISCOURSE
BETWEEN

Eudoxus AND Pyrophilus

UPON THE
ANCIENT WAR
OF THE
KNIGHTS

PYROPHILUS
Most happy Moment, that brings me so lucky to nyeethere! | have for a long time most earnestlynigor an
opportunity of entertaining you with the Progre$sie made ihilosophy by reading those Authors, you advised
me to read, to instruct me fundamentally in theil®Science, which by way of Excellency is caitlilosophy
EUDOXUS
The seeing you thus again, gives me no less Joythat will still be increased by Learning the Adteges you
have gained by your Application to the Study of sacred Science.
PYROPHILUS
| shall be indebted to you, not only for all thatdw know of it, but likewise for what | shall hope penetrate in th
SophickMysteries, if you will please to continue to leme the Assistance of your Knowledge. It was you tha
inspired me with all the needful Courage, to uralerta Study, whose fist Difficulties appeared ingigable; and
of a Nature, continually to blunt the Points of 8Yithat are most acute in the search of hidderhTBuit thanks to
your good Counsel, | find my self by the more arntedao pursue my Enterprize.
EUDOXUS
| am pleased, that | have not been mistaken idtldgment of the Character of your mind, youehawf the tempe
it ought to be of, for acquiring that KnowledgettBarmounts the Capacity of an ordinary Genius,ratdo soften
under so many Difficulties as renders the SanctafourPhilosophyalmost unaccessible. | very much applaud
that Force with which | know you have combatedubeal Discourses of certain Wits, who think thewsgl
concerned in honour to treat\AimseyandChimera whatever they do not understand, because theyraviling
is should be said, that others can discover Trothghich they have no knowledge.
PYROPHILUS
I never thought there was much Attention due toRkRasoning of such as will decide in Things thegaustand no
but I confess to you, that had any thing been tbtarn me from a Science, for which | have evat &atrong
natural Inclination, it would have been that sdrBbame that Ignorance hath fastned upon Inquimiesthe
Philosophy:lt is really troublesome to be obliged to hide oAgslication to it; as one must either do, or pasthe
Opinion of the World, for a Man that busies himselfain Chimera's but as Truth where-ever it is, hath
inestimable Charms for me, nothing has had the Ptasndivert me from this Study. | have read the tiligs of a
great manyhilosophersno less considerable for their Learning, tharttieir Probity; and as it could never enter
into my Thoughts, that so great Personages wemgasy public Impostors, | would needs examine tReinciples
with serious Attention, and was convinced of thatfis they advance, altho' | pretend not to comprélteem all.
EUDOXUS



You oblige me much by the Justice you render tdvhsters of our Art; but pray tell me, whgzltilosophersyou
have particularly read, and which are those that lgiven you most Satisfaction? | contended mywith
recommending to you only some few.

PYROPHILUS
To reply you your demand, | should make a long IGgtee, for | have read tHehilosopheranany years without
ceasing. | have sought Knowledge in its Sourcayvketread the smaragdine Table, the seven Chajtelerimes
with their Commentaries: | have re@eber the Turba, Rosary, Theatrum, Bibliotheque, Chymial @ahiand
particularlyArtephius, Arnold de villa nova, Raymond Lully,visan, Flamel, Zacharyand many others, Antient
and Modern, whom | name not; among othBisil Valentine, CosmopolitandPhilaletes.
| assure you | was terribly put to it, to try todithe essential Point in which they all shouldeagthey making use
of Expressions so differing, and often, seem tojtygosite. Some speak of the Matter in abstractechde
compounded: Some express only certain QualitigseoMatter; other stick upon quite different Prdjges; some
consider it in a State purely natural, others spdakin a State of some of the Perfections ieiees from Art; And
all this together flings one into such a LabyrinftDifficulties, that it is no wonder that most thibse who read the
Philosophersdo form quite different Conclusions.
| did not content my self to read the chief Authgeosl directed me to barely once over; | read theer again an
again, even as often as | thought | could draw msivuctions from them, either as to the true Matbe as to its
divers Preparations, whereon depends the wholeeSsi@f he Work. | have made Extracts from all the bestka
| have meditated thereon Day and Night, until ludjiot | knew the Matter, and its different Prepanasi which
Property is but one and the same continued Opardiat avow to you, that after such solid Pairteok a singular
Pleasure to read the Antient Quarrel of elosophersStone withGold andMercury, the Neatness, the Simplici
and the Solidity of this Tract have charmed me; and is standing Truth, that he who understamastoue
Philosophemerfectly, does most certainly understand theprpalimit me, if you please, to ask you some Questio
concerning this, and have the Goodness to answevitinehe same Sincerity that you have always use@rds
me. | assure my self, that after that, | shall denaich instructed as it is necessary to be put anydHo the Work,
and happily to arrive at the Possession of thetgseaf all those temporal Blessings, wherewitiléases God to
honour those who Labor in his Love and Fear.

EUDOXUS

| am ready to satisfy your Demands, and shall g gkad to hear you touch the essential Point, sthima in the
Resolution to conceal nothing from you of what rsayve for the Instruction you may think you wantit Bbelieve
it will be proper that | first make you some Rensarthat will very much contribute to clear some arpnt
Passages of the Tract you have mentioned.
Remark then, that the ter&toneis taken in many different Acceptations, and irtipalar with regard to the three
different Station of the Work; which mak&gsbersay, That there are three Stones, which are tee tledicines
answering to the three degrees of Perfection of\tbek; so that the Stone of the first Order, isMuetter of the
Philosophergerfectly purified, and reduced into a pure maetiBubstance; the Stone of the second Ordergis th
same Matter decocted, digested, and fixed intmemmbustible Sulphur; the Stone of the third Ordethe very
same Matter fermented, multiplied, and pushededdht Perfection of Tincture fixt, permanent, éinding: And
these three Stones are the three Medicines ohtbe Kinds.
Remark further, that there is a great Differendsvben the Stone of tHehilosophersand thePhilosophickStone.
The first is the Subject dthilosophy considered in the state of its first Preparationyhich it is truly a Stone,
since it is solid, hard, heavy, brittle, frangibiteis a Body (say®hilalethe$ because it flows in Fire like a Metal;
and yet it is a Spiriffor it is wholly Volatile. It is the Compound arttetStone that contains the Humidity, that runs
in the Fire(saysArnoldusin his letter to the King dflapleg it is in this State that it ismiddle Substance betwee
Metal andMercury (as the AbbdBinesiusexpresses it) its is in fine in this State, tBatberconsiders it, where he
says in two Places of his Sumniake our stone, that is to ségaith he,Xthe Matter of our Stongust as if he had
said, take th&hilosopher'sStone, which is the Matter of tihilosophicStone.
The PhilosophickStone, is therefore the same Stone ofthiéosopherswhen by the secret Magistery it is exalted
to the Perfection of the third Order, transmutitignaperfect Metals into pur&old or Silver, according to the
Nature of the Ferment adjoined to it. These Disiims will do you considerable Service, to unfdie tifficult
Sense of thé&hilosophicalWwritings, and to clear up divers Passages ofvidnig Author, upon which you intended
to discourse me.

PYROPHILUS
| already discern the Utility of these Remarks, &nd in them the Explication of some of my Douldisit before
we pass any further, pray tell me whether the Auttidhis little Tract, which | speak of, desenthe Approbation
that many learned Men do give it, and whether iittaims the whole Secret of the Work?



EUDOXUS
You need not doubt, but that this Treatise is donthe Hand of a true Adept, and consequently g Esteem
and Approbation oPhilosophersThe principal Design of this Author, is to undieeean almost infinite number of
Artists, who deceived by the literary sense of\itings, obstinately persist , that the Magisteryo be effected
by the Conjunction oGold with Mercury variously prepared; and to convince them absoluted maintains with
the best and most AntieRhilosopherq1} that the Work is notade but of one only Thing, of one only and the
same Species.
PYROPHILUS
That is the very first of the places that raisedsmee Scruples; for methinks one may reasonabliptdthat
Perfection ought to be sought in one only self s&ulestance, and that without adding any Thing, tonié can be
able to make all Things of it. THehilosopheron the contrary say, that not only we must rentbeeSuperfluities
from the Matter, but what is wanting must be likesvadded to it.
EUDOXUS
It is easy to deliver you from that Doubt by th@syparison; in the same manner as Juices extracteddivers
Herbs, depurated from the Faeces, and incorpotatgdher, make but one Confection of one only affdsame
Species; so thehilosopherswith Reason, call their prepared Matter, one amigt self Thing, although we are not
ignorant that it is a natural Compound of certailh&ances from one same Root, and of one same iizking
together one whole compleat Homogeneity; in thissBehdPhilosophersio all agree, though some say, their
Matter is compounded of two Things, and otherdcée; though some write, that is consists of fand some of
five; and others again that it is but one only Thifihey are all equally in the right, because divEnings of one
and the same Kind naturally and intimately unitgkn as several Waters distilled from Herbs, andylad
together, do indeed constitute but one only setiesahing; and this is done in our Art, and so monire
fundamentally, as the Substances that make uphileespphical Compound, differ less among themselthemn
sorrel Water differs from lettice Water.
PYROPHILUS
| have nothing to reply to what you have said, hpoehend the Sense of it very well; but there remaiith me a
Doubt upon this Occasion, that | know several Resseell versed in the reading of the bektlosophersand who
yet follow a Method quite contrary to the first Falation that our Author lays; that is to say, #2itthe
philosophical Matter hath no need of any Thing wsbat/er, other than to be dissolved and coagul For these
Persons begin the work by Coagulation; they muesetiore work upon a liquid Matter, instead @tane pray
inform me, whether this Method be that of Truth?
EUDOXUS
Your Remark is very judicious, the greatest patraéPhilosophersare of the same Sentiment with this Author.
The Matter has no need but to be dissolved, anddbagulated; Mixtion, Conjunction, Fixation, Co&gion, and
other like Operations, are made almost of themselwat Solution is the great Secret of the Atris this essential
Point that the”hilosophersio not reveal. All the Operations of the first Wook the first Medicine, is nothing (to
speak properly) but a continual Solution; so thafcDation, Extraction, Sublimation, Distillatiois, but a true
Solution of the MatterGebertaught not the Necessity of Sublimation, but bsedtinot only purifies the Matter
from its gross and combustible Parts; but alsoabge it disposes to Solution, from whence reshédMercurial
Humidity, which is the Key of the Work.
PYROPHILUS
I am now well fortified against those pretend®dlosopherswho are of a contrary Sentiment to this Author; &nd
know not, how they can imagine that their Opiniqonares exactly with the best Authors.
EUDOXUS
This very Author alone suffices to let them seertBeror, he explains himself by a very right siendf Ice, which
melts with the least Heat; to let us know, {Bhat the principal Operation is to procure the Sin of a Matter
hard and dry, coming near to the Nature ddtane; which, nevertheless, by the Action of theeirsd Fire, ought to
be resolved into a dry Water, as easily as Icedlau by the least Heat.
PYROPHILUS
| should be extreamly obliged to you, if you woblel so kind to inform me, what it is you call {f}e natural Fire.
| very well know it is the principal Key of the AnnanyPhilosopherdave expressed the Nature of it by very
obscure Parables; but | do confess to you, thavémot as yet been able to comprehend this Mystery
EUDOXUS
It is indeed the great Mystery of the Art, all atihdysteries of this sublime Philosophy dependinglan
Knowledgeof this. How satisfied should | be, might | nakedliplain this Secret to you; but | cannot do thdtich
no Philosopherbelieves to be in his Power, all you can reasgnekpect of me is to tell you, that the naturakFir



whereof thisPhilosopherspeak is an potential Fire, that burns not the Handspiakes its Efficacy appear, beir
little exited by the exterior Fire. It is therefaaerire truly Secret, that this Author in the Tibiehis Work callLunar
Vulcan Artephiushas made a more ample Description of it, thanadhgrPhilosopherPontanushas copied him,
and tells us, that he erred two Hundred times, Umecae knew not this Fire, 'till the had read atewnstood
Artephius this mysterious Fire is natural, because it isrtg same Nature with the philosophick Matter; but
nevertheless, the artist prepares them both.
PYROPHILUS
What you have told me, rather excites, than satigfiy Curiosity. Blame not the earnest Requestkeryau, to
instruct me more clearly, in a Point of such Impode, that without the Knowledge of it, it werevain to pretend
to the Work; for without it, one meets a full Stgiter the first Step made in the practick PathefWork.
EUDOXUS
The wise Men have been no less reserved concettmirg-ire, than concerning their Matter; sot tidg not in my
Power to add any Thing to what | have said of ierhit you therefore tértephiusandPontanusConsider only
with Application, that this natural Fire is an &dial Invention of the Artist, that iis proper to calcine, dissolve, ¢
sublime theStoneof thePhilosophersand that there is but this one sort of Fire is iWorld able to produce the
like Effect. Consider that this Fire is of the Na&twf Lime or Calx, and that it is in no sort agBiger, with regard t
the Subject of Philosophy. Consider, in fine, dlgavhat mean&eberteaches to make the Sublimations require to
this Art; for my part | can do no more, but make you the same with that anothiehilosophemade,That the
Starsof Venusand hornedianamay be propitious to you.
PYROPHILUS
| should have been glad you had spoken more igiigli§i, but since there are certain Bounds, beyohiththe
Philosophersannot pass; | content my self with what you haegle be Remark; | will again read ovetephius
with more Application, than | have yet done, arsthll not forget what you have told me, that thereseFire of the
wise Men, is a Fire that the Artist prepares aciogrtb art; or at least, that he cause to be peephy hose what
have a perfect Knowledge of Chymistry; that thik$ not actually hot, but that it is a fiery S$piintroduced into
a Subject of one self same Nature with $ittene and which being moderately excited by the extefice, calcines,
dissolves, sublimes tt&tone, and resolves it into a dry WatesCosmopolitehas expressed it.
EUDOXUS
You perfectly comprehend what | have been telliag;yt find so by the Commentary you add to it. Youst know
that from this first Solution, Calcination, or Simbétion, which are here one and the same Thinge ttesults the
Separation of theerrestrial and adustibl®arts of theéStone;especially if you followGebers Councel touching the
Regiment of the Fire in the manner he teacheshierevhe treats of tHeublimation of the Bodies, and of Mercury
You ought to hold if for a constant Truth, thatrénés but this one way in the World, to extrachfrtheStoneits
unctuous Humidity, which inseparably contain $§wdphur and theMercury of the wise Men.
PYROPHILUS
| am thus intirely satisfied upon the principal ®af the first Work; do me the Favour to tell bétfirst Work, if
the Comparison that our Author makes {#}Wheat, with th&toneof Philosophersyith regard to their necessary
Preparation,to make Bread with the one, and the Universal dighother, appears to you to be a proper and well
suited Comparison.
EUDOXUS
It is as proper as can be made, if 8tenebe considered in the State wherein the Artistrietp put it, to be able to
be rightly called the subject and philosophick Coonud; for just as we are not nourished by Wheath suNature
produces it; but we are obliged to reduce it inteaM to separate from the Bran, to make it intdd®agth Water, to
make Bread of it, which must be baked in an Ovdpelmtome a proper Aliment; in the same manner, ke ttze
Stone we grind, or powder it, we separate from it by flecret Fire its Terrestreity; we sublime it, wasdlve it
with the Water of the Sea of the wise Men; we detts simple Confection, to make of it a sovereigedicine.
PYROPHILUS
Give me leave to tell you, that there seems to aneesdifference in this Comparison. The Author s#lyst one
must take this Mineral alone, to make this greatlidiee, and yet with Wheat alone we cannot make@ré is
necessary to add to it, not only Water, but Leaven.
EUDOXUS
You have already the Answer to this Objection;3mauch as thiBhilosopherlike all the rest, forbids not
absolutely to add any Thingut that nothing stranger contrary be addedl'he Water that is added to the Meal,
and the Leaven likewise, are nothing strange, otraoy to the Meal; the Grain of which 'tis madeswaurished b
Water in the Earth; and Water is therefore of auNatinalogical to Mea8o the Water of the Sea of the
Philosophersis of the same Nature with o8tone; because all that is comprized under the fdinand metallick



Gendre, was formed and nourished of that very dafaer in the Bowels of the Earth, whithiepenetrates with tt
Influence of the Stars. You may plainly see, by whaave said, that thehilosopherdo not contradict themselve
when they say it is one only self Substance, angihvthey speak of it as a compound of many Substaofoene
only, and the self same Species.
PYROPHILUS
| think there is none but must be convinced bydim SReasons as those you alledge. But tell, if pmase, whethe
| am mistaken in the consequence | draw from tlhasBge of our Author, where he says, thattf@se that know
after what manner Metals and Minerals ought toreated, may go directly to the Work they aimifatis be so, it
is evident that the Matter and Subject of the Aumstmot be sought for, but in the Family of Metatgl Minerals,
and that all that work upon other Subjects, athiénRoad of Error.
EUDOXUS
I will answer, your consequence is very well dratinis Philosopheris not alone in speaking thus, he agrees thi
with the greatest Number, Antient and ModeBeber who perfectly knew the Magistery, and who used no
Allegory, treats throughout his whole Summa onlytals and Minerals, of Bodies and Spirits, anthefright
manner of performing them, to make the Work of thBuot as the philosophick Matter is partly Bodydaartly
Spirit, as in one Sense it is Terrestrial, andniother it is all Celestial; and as some Authorssaer it in one
Sense, and other treat of it in another, this naengOccasion to the Error of a great Number ofsést who under
the Name ofJniversalists reject every Matter that hath received a deteative from Nature; because they cannot
destroy the particular Matter, to separate frothétGrain which is the pure universal Substancégitine
particular Matter shuts up in its Bosom, and toclitthe wise and illuminated Artist can absolutelgder the
Universality necessary to it, by the natural Confion that he makes of this Germ, with the mosversal Matter,
from whence it hath drawn the its Original. Be frightened at these singular Expressions, our #A@abalistick,
You will easily comprehend these Mysteries befare gre to the end of the Questions, which you designake
me upon the Author that you examine.
PYROPHILUS
If you gave me not this hope, | protest taythat these mysterious Obscurities were enoughitone quite off, ar
make me Despair of my good Success; but | reposatine Confidence in what you tell me, and | vemsil
comprehendThat the Metals of the Vulgar, are not the Metdlthe Philosophersfor it is evident, that to be such
they must be destroyed, and cease to be M&tal$the wise Man wants nothing but the viscus Hutypjdvhich is
their first Matter from which th@hilosophersmake their living Metals by an Artifice, that isSecret as it is
founded upon Principles of Nature; is not that ym@aning?
EUDOXUS
If you are as well acquainted with the Laws of Fhractice of the Work, as you seem to me to compictbiee
Theory, you have no need of my Instruction.
PYROPHILUS
| beg your pardon, | ma very far from being so geeRroficient; what you take for an Effect of afpet
Knowledge of the Art, is nothing but a Facility ©Xpression that | have got by reading of Authorish whom |
have filled my Memory. | am on the contrary readybespair of ever attaining to such a Pitch of Klealge, when
| consider, that thi®hilosopherrequires, as do divers others, that he that asporthis Science {7should know
externally and internally the Properties of all g, and that he penetrate into the Depth of ther@mponsof
Nature. Tell me, if you please, who is the Man tteat flatter himself to arrive at a Knowledge ofvsst an Extent
EUDOXUS
It is true, thisPhilosopherguts no Bounds to the Learning of him, who preseioadunderstand so miraculous an
Art; for the wise Man ought to be perfectly acqueihwith Nature in general, and her Operations esiwthe
Center of the Earth, in the Generation of Mineeald Metals, as upon the Earth in the productivéezfetibles ant
Animals. He ought also to know the universal Matéerd the Matter particular and immediate, uporctviNature
works for the Generation of all Beings, he oughfiime, to know the Affinity and Sympathy, as atke Antipathy
and natural Aversion that is found in all Thingghd World. Such was the Science of the gkesrmes and of the
first Philosopherswho like him arrived at the Knowledge of this suii Philosophy, by their penetrating Minds,
and by the Strength of their Reasoning; but sihte3cience was committed to Writing, and thatgéeeral
Knowledge of which | gave you an Idea is to be fibimgood Books; Reading, Meditation, good Sensd,a
sufficient Practice in Chymistry, may give almolitlae necessary Light to acquire the Knowledgéhed supreme
Philosophy; add thereto Uprightness of Heart, drdtention, without which it is impossible to seed.
PYROPHILUS
You give me a most sensible Joy. | have read miutdiye meditated yet more; | have exercised myisetie
Practice of Chymistry; | have verified the sayirfigdotephius who assure§ hat he knows not the Composition of



Metals, who is ignorant how they must be destrogad,without this Destruction it is impossible tdaract the
metallick Humidity, which is the true Key of thetAso that | can assure my self, that | have aeguine greatest
part of the Qualities, that according to you, aguired in him that aspires to this high Undersitzgnd have,
besides, a very particular Advantage, and thaté<3oodness that you have in being willing to comicate a part
of your Knowledge to me in the clearing of my Dajlgermit me, therefore, to go on, and to ask ymnuvhat
FoundationGold uses such outrageous Term to the Stone dPtilesophers{8} Calling it a venomous Worm, a
treating it with the Appellation of Enemy of Mendaof Metals.
EUDOXUS
These Expressions ought not to seem strange taly@Bhilosophergshemselves call their Stofsragonand
Serpent, infecting all Things with its Vendits.Substance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poiguich the
Philosophershould know how to change into an Antidote by Prati@n and Decoction. The Stone is moreover the
Enemy of Metals, since it destroys them, and devthem.Cosmopolitesays, there is a Metal, and a Stedijch is
as the Water of Metals, which has the Power to eoresMetals, that there in nothing but the radicalisture of
the Sun, and of the Moon, that can resisBitt take heed that you do not here confoundPthidosopher'sStone,
with thePhilosophickStone; because, if the first like a tiDeagondestroys and devours the imperfect Metals; yet
the second, as a sovereign Medicine, transmutes itite perfect Metals, and makes the perfect muma perfect,
and fit to make perfect the imperfect.
PYROPHILUS
What you say not only confirms me in the Knowledigpave acquired by Reading, Mediation, and Prachaé
likewise gives me a new additional Light, wheree®yplour dispels that Darkness, under which the mgsdrtant
philosophick Truths have seemed to me 'till noweoveiled. And | now conclude from our Author's \Wigrthat
those great Physicians are mistaken, who belieyd {@t the universal Medicine is in Gold vulg&o me the
Favour to tell me your Opinion in the Point.
EUDOXUS
There is no doubt b@old possesses great Virtues for the Preservation alttjeand for curing the most danger
Diseases. {Venus} {Jupiter} {Saturn} and {Mars}, @every Day usefully employed by Physicians, aswike is
{Moon}; because their Solution or Decomposition alinmanifests their Properties, is easier thandahgbun}; and
therefore the more such Preparations as the vAlgist make of it, have an Agreement with the Piptes and
Practice of our Art; the merthey make appear, the marvellous Virtues of {Stn} | tell you in Truth, that witho
the Knowledge of our Magistery (which only can tedlte essential Destruction of {Sun}) 'tis impossito make
the universal Medicine of it; but the wise can makauch more easily with th@old of Philosophersthan with
{Sun} vulgar; and so you see this Author makesShtene reply to {Sun}That it might rather be angry with God,
becausédie had not given it those Advantages wherewithadebeen pleased only to endue the Stone.
PYROPHILUS
To this fist Injury that {Sun} does to the Stonedoes a second {10Zalling it fugitive and cheat, deceiving all
those that place any hope inlistruct, pray, how to support the Innocence ef$tone, and justify it from a
Scandal of this Nature.
EUDOXUS
Call to mind the Remark, that | have already caysedto make, touching the three different Stafab® Stone;
and you will then know, as well as my self, thalN&fcessity it must in its beginning be all Volatiéed by
consequence fugitive, for to be depurated fronmalhner of Terrestreity, and brought from Imperfactio the
Perfection that the Magistery gives it in its otl¢ates; and therefore the Reproach intended by}{$wrns into its
Praise; for were it not Volatile and Fugitive iretheginning, it would be impossible to give itadtithe Perfection
and Fixity that are necessary to it; so that dfdteives any, it is only the ignorant; but it iways faithful to the
Sons of the Science.
PYROPHILUS
What you tell me is a certain Truth; | have learfredn Geber that only Spirits, that is to sayplatile Substances
are capable to penetrate Bodies, to be united ¢éothto change, tinge, and perfect them; when t8p#és have
been cleared from their gross Parts, and adustidenidity. And thus | am fully satisfied upon this Point; last|
perceive the Stone {11} has a great Contempt fem{Sandboasts to contain in its Bosontld infinitely more
precious do me the favour to tell me how many sorts of {Sine Philosopherown.
EUDOXUS
To leave you nothing do desire concerning the Theand the Practice of our Philosophy; | will acopagou, that
according to thé&hilosophersthere are three sorts of {Sun}.
The first is an Astal {Sun}, whose Center is the Sun, who by its Regsmunicates it, together with its Light to
the Stars, that are inferior with its Light to tle Stars, that are inferior to him. It is a fi@ybstance, and a



continual Emanation of little solar Bodies, whichthe Motion of the Sun and Stars, being in a peigdé=-lux and
Reflux, fill the whole Universe; all Things throutfire Extent of the Heavens, upon the Earth, aiitd Bowels are
therewith penetrated, we breathe continually theg# Gold, these solar Particle incessantly penetrate artd,
exhale from our Bodies.
The second is an Elementary {Sun}, that is to #ag,the most pure and the most fixt Portion & Elements, and
of all the Substances that are composed of thettinagall the sublunary Beings of the three Gendmrstain in
their Center a precious Grain of this elementoyd.
The third is the beautiful Metal, whose unaltera®fdendour and Perfection give it a Value, that @sak esteemed
by all Men as a sovereign Remedy of all the lligj all the Necessities of Life, and as the onlyrtation of
humane Power and Grandeur; and therefore it ies®the object of the Avarice of the greatest Ranthan it is
the with and desire of all manner of People.
After this you will easily conclude, that the méitd Gold is not theGold of thePhilosophersand that it is not
without a good Foundation, that in this Controvdssjore us, the Stone reproaches {Sun} with noadpeihat it
presumes to be, but that it is the Stone whichshidéts Bosom the true {Sun} of the wise Men, ttsato say, the
two first Sorts of {Sun}, that | just now namedytou; for you must know, that the Stone being thesthpore
Portion of the metallick Elements, after the Sepansand Purification, which the wise Man has mati#; it
follows, that it is properly th&old of the second sort; but when this {Sun} perfectycined and exalted unto the
Cleanness, and to the Whiteness of Snow, has acqoyrthe Magistery a natural Sympathy with the@<old,
of which it is visibly become the true Magnet, tiracts and concenters in it self so great a QuantiAstralGold,
and of solar Particles, which it receives from¢batinual Emanation that is made of them from teatér of the
Sun and of theMoon that it is found in the nearest Disposition tatfe living Gold of thePhilosophersinfinitely
more noble, and more precious than the metallickn}Swhich is a Body without Soul, and cannot beyied, but
by our livingGold, and by the Means of our Magistery.

PYROPHILUS
How many Clouds do you dissipate in my Mind, and/moany philosophical Mysteries do you unfold to ate@
time, by the admirable Things you tell me! | shadler be able to give you all the Thanks | gwe. | confess, | ai
no longer surprised, that the Stone pretends tprierence before {Sun}, nor that it dispisedBitgyhtness, and it
imaginary Merit; since the smallest Part of what 8tone gives to thHehilosophersis of more value than all the
Goldin the World. Be pleased to have the Goodnessrtirtie your favour towards me, as you have begnad,dc
me the Kindness to tell me, how the Stone canlastai it self as an honour {12 be a matter fluid, and not
permaner; since all thePhilosophersaffirm it to be more fixt then {Sun} itself.

EUDOXUS

You see, that your Author assures, that the Flpiofithe Stone turn to the Advantage of the Artistt he adds, thi
it is necessary at the same Time, that the Artisilkhow to extract this Fluidity, and which is thely Thing
whereof thePhilosophershas need, as | have told you already; so thag titul, volatile, and not permanent, are
gualities as necessary to the Stone ifiriés State, as are its fixity and permanency wheniit the State of its
utmost Perfection; it is therefore with reason thatStone esteems that quality as an honour,@ntlish the rath:
as the Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Sism®twithstanding endued with a Soul more fixtrisold: But |
tell you once more, that the great Secret considtaowing how to extract the Humidity of the Stohdave
appraised you, that this is indeed the most impbKay of the Art. And upon this very Point it that the great
Hermescries outBlessed be the watry Form which dissolves the Higsridappy then is the Artist who not only
knows the Stone, but also can turn it into WatehidlW cannot be done by any other means, than bgeuuet Fire
which calcines, dissolves, and sublimes the Stone.

PYROPHILUS
Whence comes it then, {13}hat among a hundred Atrtists, there is scarce orwetfound that works with the
Stone and that instead of sticking to this one and antter (alone able to produce so great Marvets) tto on
the contrary, almost all of them, apply themsebeeSubjects that have none of the essential Qeglithat the
Philosopherattribute to their Stone.

EUDOXUS

That happens in the first Place, through the Igmoeaf Artists, who have not so much Knowledgehay bught to
have of Nature, nor of what she is able to opdraéxery Thing; and in the second Place, it happims'o a want
of Penetration of Mind, which Occasions that theyyeasily deceived by the equivocal Expressiorad,ttie
Philosopheranake Use of, to hide from the Ignorant, both thdtktaand its true Preparation. These two great
Defects are the cause of the Mistake of theset8srtmd that they fix upon Subjects wherein thegelin some of
the exterior Qualities of the true Matter of fkilosopherswithout making Reflection on the essential Chemac
that manifest it to the Wise?



PYROPHILUS
| see plainly the Error of those who imagine, thigear {Sun} and {Mercury} are the true Matter Bhilosophers;
and | ma fully persuaded of it. seeing upon howkne&oundation {Sun} builds the pretence of its Adtage over
the Stone, alledging for that purpose these wofd 4§ Hermes; The Sun is its Father, and the Moon iMit¢her.
EUDOXUS
This Foundation if frivolous; | have told you wtiae Philosopheranean when they attribute to the Sun and Moon
the Principles of the Stone. The Sun and Stargded the first Cause of it; they inspire the 8taith that Spirit
and Soul that give it Life, and make all its EffigaAnd therefore it is that they are its Fathedt Mother.
PYROPHILUS
All the Philosopherssay as this, {15 hat the Physical Tincture is composed of a rediandmbustibleSulphur,
and of a clear and well purified {Mercuryis this Authority any stronger than the last, tdkené to be concluded,
thatGold andMercury are the Matter of the Stone?
EUDOXUS
You ought not to have forgotten, that all fPleilosophersinanimously declare that vulgar {Sun} and Metalks iaot
their Metals; that theirs are living, and that ttikers are dead; nor should you have forgottenl tsiadwed you by
the Authority of thePhilosopherssupported upon the Principles of Nature, thaintle¢allick Humidity of the Stone
prepared and purify'd, contains inseparably iBisom theSulphur and the {Mercury} of thé>hilosophersthat it
is by consequence that only thing of one only afisame kind, to which nothing ought to be added] that the
only {Mercury} of the wise Men contains its ov8ulphur my means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it geld
ought therefore to hold for an undoubted Trutht tha artificial Mixture of e&Sulphur and of a {Mercury},
whatever they be otherways than those which argailt in the Stone, will never be the true philpkizk
Confection.
PYROPHILUS
But {16} that great and natural Friendship which is betwéapid and {Mercury}, and the Union of them so easily
made;are they not Proofs that these two Substances magitiverted by a due Digestion into a Tincture?
EUDOXUS
There is nothing more absurd then that, for itla {Mercury} mingled with {Sun}, should be convet into
{Sun}, which is impossible, or that all the {Sunhaculd be turned into {Mercury}, or into some middBebstance,
there would never by found more of solar Tinctur¢hie Confection, than there was in eld, thus mingled with
the {Mercury}; and by consequence it would have thraging Virtue, nor multiplying Power. But it is@st certain,
that there never can be any perfect Union of {Saimj {Mercury}; for this fugitive Companion will abbdon the
{Sun}, as soon as ever it is pressed by the Aatibiine Fire.
PYROPHILUS
| doubt not in any sort of what you have now told, those Sentiments being confirmed by the Expeeiefi the
most solidPhilosopherswho openly declare themselves agatastd andMercuryvulgar; but at the same Time |
have a doubt, which is this, that it being truat tihePhilosophersever speak the Truth less, than when they seem
openly to explain themselves, may they not, ashimgcthe evident Exclusion of {Sun}, deceive thedeo take the
Sense of their Expressions according to the Le@rhay one rely upon for a Certainty, as this Autkays {17}
That thePhilosopherslo not manifest their Art, but when they make d<innilitudes, of Figures, and of Parables?
EUDOXUS
There is a great deal of difference between dexarbsitively, that such or such a matter it nettilue Subject of
the Art, as they do, touching {Sun} and {Mercurgnd giving to understand under Figures aneddries, the mo
important Secrets to the Children of the Sciertat have the Advantage clearly to discern the pbpbick Truths,
thro' the enigmetical Vails wherewith the Sageartfully cover and conceal them. In the first Cdke,
Philosophersspeak the Truth negatively, without any double miveg; but when the speak both affirmatively and
clearly upon this Subject, it may be concludedt thase who stick to the literal Sense of their dgomwill
undoubtedly be deceived. TRhilosopherdhave no way more certain to hide their Scienceftioe unworthy, and
open it to the wise, then not to explain it by Alteies in the essential Points of their Art; it Whais madeArtephius
say, That this Art is intirely Cabalisticdbr the understanding whereof, there is need dhd &f Revelation; the
most penetrating Wit, (without the Assistance @dithful Friend, who is a Master,) not being su#iat to
distinguish Truth from Falsehood, it being nexirtpossible, that by the only help of Books, and.abour, and
Experiments, one should be able to arrive at theviedge of the Matter, and much less to acquireststending ¢
the Practice of an Art so singular, how plain, hmtural, and how easy soever the same may be.
PYROPHILUS
I know by my own Experience, how needful is thephafl a true Friend, such as you are. In the wamttoth,
methinks, such Artists that have Wit, good senseRnobity, have no better way than to confer togetten,



sometimes upon what Light they draw from the regdihgood Books, and sometimes upon the Discovéhniss
Experiments afford them; that so from the Diversityl comparing of their different Sentiments, theey spring
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they may be esthbb carry their Discoveries to the last Periothisf secret
Science. | doubt not but you approve of my Opinlout; as | know that several Artists regard as wvigig and
paradoxical the Sentiments of those Authors, whimtai with this, {18} That Perfection is to be sought in Things
imperfect;l shall be extremely obliged to you, if you pleas@ive me your Sense upon a Point that seem&tmm
be of great consequence.

EUDOXUS
You are already persuaded of the Sincerity andhlefiyour Author; and you ought so much the lessatbit in
Question upon this Point, in that he is of one Miedein with the tru®hilosophers;and | cannot better prove to
you the Truth of what he says here, than by maksegof the same Reason, that he (quoting the Le&agmond
Lully) has given of it. For it is certain, that Natuteps in her Productions, when she has brought tbetheir
proper State and Perfection; for Example, when feomost clear and most pure mineral Water tingesidoye
Portion of metallickSulphur Nature produces a precious Stone, she stops teshe likewise does when in the
Bowels of the Earth she hath formed {Sun} with meial Water, Mother of all Metals, impregnated wétipure
solarSulphur so that it is not possible to make a Diamonda ®&uby more precious, than it is in its kind; sarex
is it in the Power of the Artist, nay (I will gorilner,) nor of Nature her self, so push@old to a greater Perfectio
than what she has given it. It is tAhilosopherthat can only carry Nature from andetermined Imperfection, ev
to a State more than Perfect. It is therefore rseagsthat our Magistery producelsquamPerfection, which to
accomplish, the Sage must begin with a Thing ingmyfwhich being in the way of Perfection, is foundhe
natural Disposition to be carried on evemphasquamPerfection, by the help of an Art wholly Divinehigh is able
to exceed the limited Bounds of Nature; and indéedr Art could not exalt a Subject to a Stateohfsquam
Perfection, neither could we give Perfection to iwhamperfect, and all our Philosophy were vain.

PYROPHILUS

There is none but must needs yield to the Solifityour Reasoning; but would not one be apt tokthihat this
Author plainly contradicts himself there, whererhakes the Stone say, that common {Mercury} (how setver
it may be purged,) is not the [Mercury] of the widen; and that for this only Reason, {1Bgcause it is imperfect
when according to him, if it were perfect, the imded Perfection were not to be sought in it.

EUDOXUS
Take good Notice of this, and observe, that if[Mercury] of the wise Men hath been elevated byfAsin an
imperfect, to a perfect State, yet this Perfectiomot of the Nature of that, whereat Nature siapghe Production
of Things, according to the Perfection of theirdkisuch as is that of [Mercury] vulgar; but on tdoatrary, the
Perfection which the Art gives to the [Mercury]tbé wise Men, is but a middle State, a Dispositaond a Power
that makes it fit to be carried by the continuaotthe Work, unto the state pfusquamPerfection, which gives it
the Faculty by the Accomplishment of the Magistetylast to give Perfection to the imperfect.

PYROPHILUS

These Reasons, how abstract soever, are very plainmake Impression on the Mind; for my part, ifess, they
fully convince me; | beseech you, to have the Gesdmot to be offended at the Continuation of noyires. Our
Author assures us, that the Error into which thiesés fall, in taking vulgaGolandMercuryfor the true Matter of
the Stone, deceived therein by the literal Senskef?hilosophers{20} Is the great stumbling Block to Thousands
of Personsfor my part | can't imagine, how with any Readiagd good Sense, it is possible to harbour an Opinio
so visibly condemned by the bé&#tilosophers?

EUDOXUS
And yet the Thing is so. THehilosophersvarn them to no purpose, to take heed not to beidedt by commorsol
andMercury. Most do, nevertheless, obstinately adhere to tlawh very often after having wrought in vain trbug
a long Course of Years upon Matters strange argdioy and are sensible of their fault, they themedo vulgar
SolandMercury, wherein they find their Account no better therfope. It is true, there are sorRhilosopherswho
though otherwise appearing very sincere, yet thAotigts into this Error, maintaining very seriouslipat those the
know not theGold of thePhilosophersmay nevertheless find it in comm@old decocted with th&lercury of the
Philosophers. Philaleth# of this Sentiment; he assures, that Cduevisan Zachary,andFlamelfollowed this
Way, but he add§hat it is not the true Way of the wise Men, thoitdgads to the same EnBut these Assurance
however sincere they may seem, fail not to deciigeéArtists, who, desirous to follow the saPiglalethain the
Purification and Animation, that he teaches of camrviercury, to make thehilosopher's Mercurgf it (which is
a most gross Error, under which he hath hiddersteret of thdviercury of the wise Men,) undertake upon this
Word a most painful and almost impossible Work; aftdr a long Labour full of Cares and Dangersy thet
nothing but aMercury, a little more impure than is was at first, insted aMercury animated with the celestial



Quintessencey deplorable Error that hath lost an ruin'd, andistill Ruin a very great Number of Artists.
PYROPHILUS
It is a great Advantage to become Wise at anothest for my part | will endeavour to reap Prdfam this Error
by following the good Authors, and guide my selfthg Instruction your Goodness is pleased to gige@mne of
the Things that most contributes to the blindind\dists, who adhere to {Sun} and {Mercury}, is thasual
Expression oPhilosophersi.e. that their Stone is composed of Male andd&tenhat {Sun} supplies the of place
of Male, and {Mercury} of Female; | know very we(s my Author here says,) {2T}at it is not after the same
manner with Metals, as with Things that have Lt yet | shall be very sensibly obliged to yowofi will please
to explain to me wherein this difference consists.
EUDOXUS
It is a constant Truth, that the Copulation of k@e, and of the Female is ordained by NaturettferGeneration
Animals; but this Union of the Male and Femaletfte Production of the Elixir, as likewise for theoBuction of
Metals, is purely Allegorical, and is no more nesagy than for the Production of Vegetables, whased ontains
in it self all that is required for Germinationchease, and Multiplication of Plants. You will thRemark, that the
philosophical Matter or [Mercury] d?hilosopherss a true Seed, which, tho' Homogeneous in its tanbs, is yet
of a double Natureyiz. it participates equally of the Nature of metall8lphurand [Mercury]; intimately and
inseparably united, whereof the one representMtile, and the other the Female; for which causéttimsophers
call it Hermaphrodite (i.e.) that is endured with both Sexes; so that with@awing need of the Mixture of any other
thing, it alone suffices to produce the philosoghitfant, whose Family may be infinitely multipliea the same
manner, as Gain of Wheat with time and culture pragluce a sufficient Quantity to sow a vast Field.
PYROPHILUS
If the Wonders are as real as they are probabknuarst confess, that the Science which gives thenwkadge of
them, and teaches the Practice, is almost Supeahand Divine; but not to digress from my Authpray tell me,
whether the Stone be not very bold to maintain identtly, and without shewing very pertinent Reas@23} That
without it, no true {Sun} and {Moon} can possibly imadeGold disputes that quality with him, and sustains
himself by an Argument, that carries much Probgbilie lays before the Stone its great Imperfestias being a
gross, impure, and venomous Matter; and @it on the contrary is a Substance pure, and withaultfso that,
methinks, this high Pretension of the Stone (oppdseReasons that appear not to be without Founatieserves
to be supported and proved by Reasons of Weight.
EUDOXUS
What | have already said, is more than sufficiemgstablish to the Stone a Pre-eminence not ardy Gold, but
over all created Things; if you consider attentyygbu will see that the Force of Truth is so gréaat {Sun} in
attempting to decry the Stone by the Defects itihdts Birth, tough not intending it, yet does @&l establish its
Superiority, by the most solid Reasons that the&tbself could allege in its own Favour, for arste,Gold
confesses and acknowledges, that the Stone sasritshit Pre-eminence, upon this, {2Bhat it is a mineral
Thing.Needs there any more for the Condemnation of {Sandl to oblige it to give place the Stone? You are 1
ignorant how far universal Matter excels particWatter. You have been showed that the Stone isthst pure
Part of the metallick Elements, and that by coneage it is the first Matter of the mineral and niatia Gender,
and that when this very same Matter has been aednahd made Fruitful by the natural Union thahade of it
with the Matter purely universal, it becomes thgetable Stone, alone capable to produce the gffeatt&that the
Philosophersttribute to the three Medicines of the three Kinbhere is o0 need of any stronger Reasons totdefea
once for all {Sun} and {Mercury} vulgar, from theimaginary Pretensions; {Sun} and {Mercury}, and @ther
particular Substances, wherein Nature finishesOparations, whether they be perfect, or whether tiye
absolutely imperfect, are intirely unprofitable,aamtrary to our Art.
PYROPHILUS
I ma wholly convinced of it; but, | know severalrBens, who ridicule the Stone, for pretending spdte Antiquity
with {Sun}. Our Author here maintains the same [ara and reproves {Sun} with want of respect to $tene, in
giving the Lie {24}to one that is older than it seNet as the Stone derives its original from the alketit appears
difficult to me to comprehend the Foundation ofAtscients.
EUDOXUS
There is no difficulty in giving you Satisfactios #o this Point: Nay, | do wonder how you cameotorf such a
doubt; the Stone is the first Matter of the Metalsd consequently it is Prior to {Sun}, and toather Metals; and
if it derives its Original from them, or if it takeBirth from their Destruction, it does no therefdollow, that it is a
Production posterior to Metals; but on the contrérig Prior to them, since it is the Matter fravhence all Metals
have been formed. The Secret of the Art consisknawing how to extract from Metals this first Matt or this
metallick Germ, which is to vegetate, by the Fedtynof the Philosophic Sea.



PYROPHILUS
| am now convinced of this Truth, and | find {Sut} be inexcusable, to be thus wanting in respettisoElder,
who has in its behalf the most Ancient, and thea&tPhilosophers. Hermes, PlatandAristotle are in its Interes
And every Body knows them to be unquestionable dsidg this Case. Permit me only to ask you a Quesipon
each of the Passages of th@glosopherswhom the Stone has here cited to prove by theihéity, that it is the
only and true Matter of the wise Men.
The Passage of the smaragdine Table of the Blexahes proves the excellency of the Stone, in thatdvehthat
the Stone is endued with two Naturies, with the Nature of superior Beings, and with thiinferior Beings; and
that these two Natures both alike have one onlytaadame Original; so that we must conclude,ttiet (being
perfectly united in the Stone) compose a third Beihian inexpressible Virtue: But | know not whetlgeu will be
of my Sentiments, as to the Translation of thissRgs, and the Commentamhat which is below, is as that which
is on high; and that which in on high, is as thdtieh is belowOne reads {25} (I say,Jo do the miracles of one
only Thing.Form my part, | take it, that thetin Original has quite another Sense, fordébus which makes the
Connexion of the last Words, with the precedingniies, That by These thindghat is to say, by the Union of
these two Natureg)ne does the Miracles of one Thifigreto, of which the Translator and Commentator do make
Use, destroys the Sense and the Reason of a Paisahggit self is very proper and intelligibleelTme, if you
please, whether my Remark be well founded.

EUDOXUS

Your Remark is not only right, but it is also impant. | confess, | had made no Reflection upom ithis you spoil
the ProverbFor here the Scholar outdoes the Masiut as | had read the Emerald Table oftndratin than in
French the fault of the Translation, and of the Commgnthad raised no sort of doubt in me, as it mayndbhose
who read only irFrenchthis summary of the sublime PhilosophyH#rmes Indeed the superior and inferior
Natures are not alike to work Miracles, but it &chuse they are alike, that one can do by themlitzesles of one
only Thing. You may see now that | am altogetheyaf Sentiment in this.

PYROPHILUS
I ma then mightily well pleased with my Remark;dutbted whether it might deserve your Approbatiart;lkassure
my self alter that, that the Children of the Sceemdll also thank me to have drawn from you upds Bubject an
Explication that will questionless satisfy the Djdes of the greatermes.There is no doubt but that the Learned
Aristotle perfectly understood this great Art. What he hagtewn of it, is an evident Proof he did so; andhis
dispute the Stone has the skill to make use oAtlthority of the greaPhilosopher by a Passage that contains its
most singular, and most surprising Qualities. HidneeGoodness, if you please, to tell me, how yadeustand this:
{26} It weds it self, it is with Child by it self, arids Born of it selEUDOXUS
The stone weds is seift as much as in its first Generation, it is Natal@ne assisted by Art, that makes the perfect
Unison of the two Substances, which give it Befngm which Union there results at the same timeetbsential
Depuration of the MetalliculphuandMercury.An union and Marriage so natural, that the Artisioends hid
Hands to it in disposing all things requisite, gave no Demonstration of it by the Rules of Arhe@ he cannot
even so much as well comprehend the Mystery ofuhisn.
The Stone is with Child by it selfthen Art continuing to assist Nature, by mere raltiteans, puts the Stone in 1
Disposition requisite for it, to impregnate it sefith the Astral Seed, which renders it fruitfuhdagives it the
Power of multiplying its kind.
The stone is Born of it selfecause after having wedded it self, and aftergowith Child by it self, Art doing
nothing else than to assist Nature, by the contice@f a Heat necessary to Generation, it takesveBirth form it
self, just as th€hoenixis born again from its Ashes; it becomes the SaheSun, the universal Medicine of all
Things, that have Life, and the true Living Goldtleé Philosopherswhich by the continuance of the Help of the
Art, and the Ministry of the Artist, acquires idittle time the Royal Diadem, and the sovereign Boowver all his
Brethren.

PYROPHILUS
| very well conceive, that upon the same Principileis not difficult to comprehend all the otheugities, that
Aristotleattributes to th&tone As to kill it self, to reassume Life of it self® dissolv'd of it self in its own Blood,
to coagulate it self therewith a-nean in fine to acquire all the Properties of tihdgsophick Stone. Nor do | now
find any difficulty in the Passage Bfato. | intreat you, nevertheless, that you will pletséell me, what that
AncientPhilosopherand his Followers meant by this {2That the stone has a Body, a Soul, and a Spird,taat
all Things are of it, by it, and in it.

EUDOXUS

According to natural OrdeRlato ought to have precedddistotle, who was his Scholar, and from whom probably
he learnt the secret Philosophy, wherein he wag desirous thaf\lexander the Greaghould believe him perfectly



instructed; if one may be allowed to judge of itdeytain Passages in the Writings of tAfglosophey but howevel
such order is of no mighty Importance, if therefgoa well examine the PassageRddito, and that ofAristotle, you
will not find them much different in Sense: But yetgive you the Satisfaction of an Answer to thee§tion you
ask me, | will only tell you, that th&tonehas a Body, in as much as it is, as | have toldbefore, a Substance
wholly metallick, which gives it the Ponderosithiat it hath a Soul, which is the most pure Subgtarfiche
Elements, in which consists its Fixity, and itsfRanency; that it hath a Spirit, which makes theddrof the Soul
with the Body, which [Soul] it acquires particubaffom the Influence of the Stars, and is the Viehaf Tinctures.
Nor will you find it very hard to conceiv@hat all Things are of it, by it, and in gince you have already seen, that
the Stoneis not only the first Matter of all Beings contathin the mineral and metallick Family, but thasialso
united to the universal Matter, from whence allfifs have taken Birth; and this is the Foundatiotiho$e last
Attributes thatPlatogives to theStone.
PYROPHILUS
As | perceive that th&tonenot only attributes to it self the universal Prdj@s, but that it pretends also {28hat
the Success that some Artists have had on certatitplar Processes, is only owning tolitmust confess, that | ¢
not well understand how that can be.
EUDOXUS
And yet thisPhilosopherexplains it pretty clearly; he says, that somaséstwho have imperfectly known the
Stone and also known but a part of the Work, havingwedught with theStone and found means to separate its
Spirit, which contains its Tincture, they have sexed so far as to communicate some Part of mpeifect
Metals, which have Affinity with th&tone but not having a full Understanding of its Virs@or of the manner of
working with it, their Labour has not turned to agrgat Account; and even of these Artists the Nuriseery
small.
PYROPHILUS
It is natural to conclude from what you have toléd, that there are Persons who havetumein their Hands,
without knowing all its Virtues; or if they knewem, yet they are ignorant how to work with it teseed in
perfecting the great Work, and that this Ignorasdée Cause that their Labours are not crownek Sitccess.
Pray tell me, if it be not thus.
EUDOXUS
Without doubt many Artists have tistonein their Possession; some despise it as a meany,Tdthers admire it,
because of the Characters, in some sort superhaftniah it carries in its Birth, and yet withouh&wing its Value
There are, in fine, who are not ignorant of itsnigethe true Subject of Philosophy; but the Openatihich the
sons of Art are to make upon this noble Subjeetmtirely unknown to them; because they are nagh&in Books
and because dithilosophershide this admirable Art which converts tB®neinto theMercury of Philosophers
and which teaches to make the philosopl@tdneinto theMercury of Philosophersand which teaches to make the
philosophickStoneof thisMercury. This fist Work is the Secret one, touching whibl Bages declare themselves
only in Allegories, and by impenetraliimigma’s or else are wholly silent in it. And this as Meaold you, is the
great Block at which almost all Artists stumble.
PYROPHILUS
Happy those that are Masters of so great KnowleBgemy part, | can't flatter my self to be arrivedso high a
Point; but | find my self at a Loss to know howthank you enough, for having given me all the imstipns that |
could reasonably desire of you, upon the most ¢iss&mints of this Philosophy, and indeed uportalke Points,
touching which you have been pleased to return Answensy Questions; | earnestly intreat you not tovgiweary
for | have still something to ask you, which seeamme to be of very great consequence. Phigosopherassures,
that the Error of those who have wrought with #teng and have not succeeded, proceeds {&&h their not
having known the Original, from whence the Tinctureme If the source of this philosophical Fountain be s
secret, and so difficult to discover; it is certaimat there are very many deceived; for it is galhebelieved, that
Metals and Minerals, and particulaBold, contain in their Center this Tincture, which &pable to transmute the
imperfect Metals.
EUDOXUS
This source of vivifying Watels before the Eyes of all the WorkhysCosmopolite, and few Men know@old,
Silver, Metals, and Minerals, contain not a Tinetable to multiply to Infinity, there are none Il living Metals
of thePhilosopherghat have obtained from Art and Nature this miytipy Faculty: And it is certain, that there are
none but those who are perfectly enlightened irptiildsophick Mystery, that know the true Origidlthe
Tinctures. You are not of the Number of those, @whmignorant whence thighilosophersraw their Treasures,
without fear of draining the Source. | have toldiygearly, and without Ambiguity, that the Heavangd the Stars,
but particularly theSunandMoonare the Principles of this Fountain of living Watehich is alone proper to



operate all the Wonders that you know. It is thist tmakeCosmopolitesay in hisEnigma that the delicious Isle,
of which he gives the Description, there was noé&Nand that all the Water that was attempted torbeght
thither by Engines, and by ANYas either useless or poisoned, except that winicteew Persons knew how to
extract from the Rays of the Sun, or of the Mddm Means to make this Water to descend from Hesvienly
wonderful; it is in the Stone, which contains tlemital Water, which is indeathe sole and the same Thing with
celestial Water, but the secret consists in thevkmg how to make the Stone become Magnet, to atteacbrace,
and unite this AstraQuintessenc® it self, so as to make together one sole Essg@ectect and more than perfect,
able to give Perfection to the imperfect, after Aoeomplishment of the MagisteBYROPHILUS
How many and great are Obligations to you, thata@upleased to reveal to me so great Mysteriashtse
Knowledge | could never hope to attain, without Assistance of your Elucidations! But since you @leased to
indulge my continuance, permit me, if you pleasdetl you, that | never saw amhilosopheruntil now, who so
precisely declares as this does, that there muatWde given to the Stone, making it to that epdak in this
manner. {30}.If these artists had carried their Enquiry furthend had examined which is the Wife who is proper
for me; if they had sought her out, and had unitedlto her, | had been able to have td a thousand times more.
Although | am sensible in general, that this Pasdes an entire Relation to the former, yet, | mosffess, that th
Expression of a Wise, proper for the Stone, doésititstanding perplex me.
EUDOXUS

It is very much, however, that you know alreadyafir self, that this Passage has a Connexion Wwithvthich |
just before explained to yoi.e. that you well apprehend, that the Wife which isgar for the Stone, and which
ought to be united to it, is that Fountain of liyi#ater, whose Source altogether Celestial, whath particularly
its Center in the Sun, and in the Moon, producatsdlear and precious Stream or Rivulet of the \Ws&, which
gently slides into the Sea of tR&ailosopherswhich environs all the World; it is not withoutry good Reason, that
this Divine Fountain is called by the Author, théf&\bf the Stone; some have represented it undeFtmm of a
heavenly nymph; some give it the Name of the chaigaa, whose Purity and Virginity is not defiled by the
spiritual Band that unites it to the Stone: In adydhis magnetick Connexion is the magical magiafjHeaven
and Earth, whereof sonithilosophershave spoken; so that the fruitful Source of thesptal Tincture, that
performs so great Wonders, takes Birth from thisgather mysterious conjugal Union.

PYROPHILUS
| find with an unspeakable Satisfaction the whalie& of the Elucidations, you have been pleasddchfart to me;
and since we are upon this Point, | desire youdeawask you a Question, which though it rise nmtnfthe Text of
this Author, is yet essential to this Subject. $dwech you to tell me, whether the magical Marriaigdeaven and
Earth can be celebrated at any time? Or whethee the Seasons of the Year more proper than otheémnize
those magical Nuptials.

EUDOXUS

| am already gone too far, to refuse you an Exfiboeso necessary, and so reasonable. DRbil®sopherdave
told the Season of the Year, which is the most @répr this Operation. Some have made no Mysteit; others
more reserved have not explained themselves ug®Pdint, but in Parables. The first have namedutbath of
March, and theSpring Zachary and othePhilosopherssay, that they begun the WorkEster and that they
finished it happily within the Course of the Ye@thers are contended with representing the Garflelesperides
enamelled with Flowers, and particularly witioletsandPrimroses which are the earliest Productions of the
Spring.Cosmopolitenore ingenious than the rest to indicate, thaSts@son the most proper for the philosophick
Work, is that wherein all living Beings, sensitivesd vegetables, appear animated with a new Fhiehvearries
them reciprocally to Love, and to the Multiplicatiof their Kinds; he says, th¥enus is the Goddess of this
charming Islewherein he saw naked all the Mysteries of Natbutto denote more precisely this Season, he says,
That there were seen seeding in the Pasture, Rath8alls, with two young Shepherdgpressing clearly in this
witty Allegory, the three spring Months, by thedahrcelestial Signs, answering to theim, Aries, Taurusnd
Gemini

PYROPHILUS
| am ravished with the Interpretations. Those wiegeater Proficients in these Mysteries than | ganhaps may
not put so great a Value as | do on the Solutioth@Enigmas, whose Sense has notwithstanding been hitherto
impenetrable to many of those, who in other Respa@ supposed to have very well understoodPHilwsophersl
am persuaded that one ought very much esteem sudstauction, it being capable to make one seardigo othe
more important Obscurities; indeed few would imagitihat the/ioletsandHyacinthsof Espagnetand the horned
Beast of the Garden éfesperidesand the House of tHeamof CosmopoliteandPhilalethe the Isle of the
Goddes¥/enus the two Shepherds, and the rest that you butexphained, should signify the Season of the Sp
| am not the only Person who ought to give youausiand Thanks, that you have been pleased to uthiede



Mysteries; | am assured, that in Process of Tilmeret will be found a greater Number of the SonSaénce, who
will bless your Memory for having opened their Eyg®n a Point more essential to this grand Art tiey would
otherwise have been inclined to imagine.
EUDOXUS

You have Reason in that, one cannot be assurednibainderstands ttihilosopherswithout having an entire
understanding of the least Things that they havetenr The Knowledge of the Season proper to b#wnNork, is
of no little consequence; the fundamental Reaseret is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakes tonpelfy our
Art, a Thing which is above the ordinary Force @tite, as to soften$tone and to cause a metallick Germ to
vegetate; he finds himself indispensably obligedrter by a profound Mediation into the most seRetesses of
Nature, and to make use of plain, but efficaciowsaht that she furnishes him withall, now you ougtitto be
ignorant, that Nature from the beginning of theiggrto renew is self, and to put all the Seedsdhain the
Bosom of the Earth into the Motion proper to Vegjeta impregnates all the Air that environs thetBawith a
moveable and fermentatious Spirit, whicriges its Original form the Father of Nature sitproperly a subtile Niti
which gives the fertility of the Earth, whereofstthe Soul, and whicBosmopolitecallsthe Salt-Petre of the
Philosophersilt is therefore in this prolifick Season, that thise Artist, to make his metallick Seed to bud,
cultivates it, breaks it, moistens it, waters ithwthis prolifick Dew, and gives it as much ofatdrink as the weight
of Nature requires; after this manner the philosdpfBerm concentring the Spirit in its Bosom, isnaated and
vivyfied by it, and acquires the Properties which Bssential to its becoming the vegetable andipiyiig Stone.
hope you will be satisfied with this Reasoning, ethis founded on the Laws and Principles of Nature.

PYROPHILUS
It is impossible for any to be more satisfied tham; you give me that Light that tiRhilosophershave hidden
under an impenetrable Veil, and you tell me Thisgsmportant, that | would willingly push on my Qitiens, to
draw what Benefit tould from the Goodness you have, to disguise nigimg but not to trespass too far upon y
| return to the Passage of my Author, whereStenemaintains taGold andMercury, that it is impossible to make
true Union of their two Substances; because, $@®Stbne{31} that you are not one only Body, but two Bodies
together; and by consequence you are contrampeititaws of Nature be considerdédnow very well, that the
Penetration of Substances, not being possible ditepto the Laws of Nature; so neither is theirf@etrUnion
possible, and that in this Sense two Bodies ar&a@gnto one another; yet as almost all Bfelosophersassure,
thatMercuryis the first Matter of Metals, and that accordiagseber it is not a Body, but a Spirit that penetrates
Bodies, and particularly that &old, for which it has visible Sympathy; it is not ligethat these two Substances,
this Body, and this Spirit, may be perfectly unjtemimake but one only and the same Thing of owdetlam same
Nature?

EUDOXUS

Remark that, there are two Errors in your Reasqgrhwfirst in that you suppose, that comnidercuryis the first
and sole Matter, whereof Metals are formed in theed, which is not sdviercuryis a Metal, which having less
Sulphur and less terrene Impurity than other Metals, iemiiquid, and running; it unites with Metals, and
particularly withGold, as being the purest of all; and it united lesslgavith the other Metals, in proportion as tt
are more or less impure in their natu@@mposition. You must therefore know, that thisra first Matter of Metals
whereofMercuryit self is formed; it is a viscous, and mercukiéter, which is the Water of our Stone. And this is
the Sentiment of the truehilosophers.
| should be too prolix, if | should here set foetvery particular that can be said upon this subjgibceed to the
second Error of your Reasoning, which consistat you imagine, that commadsercuryis a metallick Spirit,
which according t@&seber can interiourly penetrate and tinge Metals, bisedrand remain with them, after it shall
have been artificially fixt. But you must consid#ratMercuryis not called Spirit byseber but from its flying the
Fire, because of the Mobility of the homogeneoussBance; nevertheless, that properly hinders sditsing a
metallick Body, which for that Reason can nevesb@erfectly united with another Metal, as not ¢écalbways
separated from it, whenever it finds it self sepeddrom it, whenever it finds it self pressed bg Action of the
Fire. Experience makes good this Reasoning, andftire theStoneis in the right to maintain againSbld, that
there never can be made a perfect Union of it iigncury.

PYROPHILUS
| comprehend very well, that my Reasoning was Eonis, and to tell you the Truth, | could never imagthat
commonMercurywas the first Matter of Metals; though divers gr&@hilosopherday down that Truth, for one of
the Foundations of the Art. An | am perswaded, time cannot find in Mines, the true first Mateiétals,
separated from metallick Bodieisjs but a Vapour, a viscous Water, an invisiBfgrit, and | believe, in a Word,
that the Seed is not to be found but in the Fraiin't tell whether | speak properly, but | takestto be the true
Sense of the Instructions you have given me.



EUDOXUS
One cannot have better comprehended, than youdunesthese Truths known to so few. It is a Satigfado talk
freely with you, concerning the philosophical My#s. What further Questions have you to ask me?
PYROPHILUS
Does not thé&tonecontradict it self, when is says {3Zhat with an imperfect Body, it has a constant Sandl a
penetrating Tincture Methinks these two great Perfections are incomsistith an imperfect Body.
EUDOXUS
One would say here, that you have already forg@timdamental Truth, of which you were fully camseéd
before; recollect your self, that if the Body oétBtone were not imperfect with and Imperfectiayartheless,
wherein Nature has not finished her Operation,améd not there seek for, and much less could engbte to find
Perfection there. This being laid down, it will bery easy for you to judge, that the constancyef3oul, and the
Perfection of Tincture, are not actually; nor iBtate to manifest themselves in Bt®ne so long as it remains in
imperfect Being; but then, when by the continuamicthe Work, the Substance of t8eondath passed from
Imperfection to Perfection, and from PerfectiopbasquamPerfection, the constancy of its Soul, and théckéfy
of the Tincture of its Spirit, are bought from patiality into Art; so that the Soul, the Spirit,cathe Body of the
Stone being equally exalted, compose one whole [Thofg Nature, and of a Virtue incomprehensible.
PYROPHILUS
Since my Questions give occasion to your speakhiggk so extraordinary, | beg you not to take itsspthat |
continue my Enquiries. | was always persuaded theton®f the Philosophersvas a real Substance, falling
under the Senses, yet | perceive this Author asgheecontrary, in saying {33pur Stone is invisibld.assure you,
that whatever good Opinion | may have of tAfslosopher he must in this Point give me leave not to bhisf
sentiment.
EUDOXUS
And yet, | hope, to reconcile you quickly to it.i$Philosophelis not the only one who uses this sort of Language
the greater Part of them speak after the same masrtee does; and to tell you the Truth, our Stemzoperly
Invisible, as well in regard of its Matter, as égard of its Form. In regard of its Matter; becaalfgough our
Stone, or ouMercury(for there is no difference) does really existsiyet true, that it appears not to our Eyes; at
least, not unless the Artist lend his Hand to Natorhelp her to bring forth this philosophical &uotion; and this
madeCosmopolitesay, That the Subject of our Philosophy hath a real t&xise; but that it is not to be seen, but
when it pleases the Artist to make it appear.
The Stone is likewise no less Invisible in regafrdsoForm; | call here its Form, the Principleitsf admirable
Faculties, for this Principle, this Energy of theig, and that Spirit in which resides the Efficatyts Tincture, is
pure Astral impalpable Essence, that does not mstnif self, but by the purifying Effects it prodisc The
Philosopheroften speak of thetBtong as considered in this Sensermesunderstands it so, when he salisat
the Wind carries it in its Belly; and Cosmopolgenot remote from this Father of Philosophy, wherassure§ hat
our Subject is before the Eyes of the World; tlaBody can live without it; that all Creatures makee of it, but
few perceive i Well, then, are you not of Author's Sentiment, angst you not confess, that in whatsoever manner
you consider th&tone it is truly said to be invisible.
PYROPHILUS
I must have neither Sense nor Reason, it | shaald@onsent to a Truth, that you make me as it wergh with my
Finger, unfolding to me at the same time, the mbsture, and most mysterious Sense of the philasalph
Writings. | find my self so illuminated by what yoell me, that, methinks, the most obscure Authalsbe no
longer dark to me, | shall however, be obligedda,)if you please to tell me your Opinion concegnihe
Proposition that this Author advances; {3Fhat it is not possible to acquire the Possessicthe philosophical
Mercury, otherwise than by Means of two Bodies,redfethe one cannot receive Perfection withoutdtieer. This
Passage seems to me so positive, and so pre@ségdibubt not, but that it is fundamental in thrad®ice of the
Work.
EUDOXUS
There is none most certainly more fundamental esthisPhilosophertells you in this Passage, how the Stone is
form'd, on which is founded all our Philosophy; tercuryor our Stone does indeed take Birth from two Badies
but Note, that it is not the Mixture of two Bodhich produces ouvlercury, or out Stone: For | have just shewn
you, that Bodies are contraries, and there carohgerfect Union made of them; but our Stone orctidrary is
born from the Destruction of two Bodies, which agtbne upon another, as the Male and the Femadss, thie
Body and the Spirit, after a manner no less Nathah Incomprehensible to the Artist, who lendbét requisite
Help, do intirely cease to be that which they waséore, to bring forth a Production of a miraculdisture and
Original, and which hath all the necessary Dispmsit to be carried by Art and Nature, from Perfatto



Perfection, to a sovereign Degree, which is aboatifé it self.
Remark also, that those two Bodies which destreynelves, and confound themselves one in the fithére
Production of a third Substance, and of whom theetarids the place of Male, and the other Femalthisgmnew
Generation, are two Agents, who stripping themsebfaheir grossest Substance in this Action, chahgir Natur
to bring forth a Son, of an Original more nobleg anore illustrious than the Parents that give hiemnB, and in
being Born, he carries visible Marks, that evidgstiew, the Heaven presided at his Birth.
Remark, moreover, that our Stone is born many sé\f@émes, but in every one of its new Births itlstraws its
Rise from two Things. You have been just now shbawv it begins to be born of two Bodies; you havenstat it
espouses a celestial Nymph, to make but one sdlsane Thing with her; you must know also, thagrafie Ston
hath appeared a new, under terrestrial Form, it syein be Married to a Spouse of its own Bloodhsd there are
still two Things which produce one [Thing] only @fie sole and same Kind; and as it is certain Tthtt,in all the
different States of the Stone, the two Things #ratunited to give it a new Birth, come from onkesind same
Thing; it is also upon this Foundation of NaturgttCosmopolitesupports an incontestable Truth in our
Philosophy, that is to sa¥hat of one is made two, and of two one, in whit®perations, Natural and
Philosophical, are terminated without any Possipibf going further.

PYROPHILUS
How abstruse soever these sublime Truths are,gmder them so intelligible, and so palpable to timat, | conceiv
them almost as distinctly, as if they were mathé&zahDemonstrations. Permit me, if you please, skkensome
further Enquiry, that so | may have no further renimy Scruples about the Interpretation of thishfart | have ver
well comprehended, that the Stone born of two Suitsts of one same Kind, is one whole Homogeneityaa
third Being, endued with two Natures, which renidef it self sole sufficient to the Generationthé Son of the
Sun; but yet | do not very well comprehend, how Btiillosopherunderstands {35F hat the only Thing wheof the
universal Medicine is made, is the Water, and thieitf the Body.

EUDOXUS

You would find the Sense of this Passage self-ejdeyou did but recollect your self, that thestiand most
important Operation of the Practice of the fist Was to reduce into Water that Body, which is 8tone, and that
this is the most Secret Point of our Mysteriesavdhshewed you, that this Water must be vivified femtilized by
an astral Seed, and by a celestial Spirit, wheesides the whole Efficacy of the physical Tincti8e that if you
well reflect upon it, you will confess, that theseno Truth in our Philosophy, more evident tharatwWour Author
here advancesg. that one only Thing, whereof the Sage hath needaike all Thingsls no other than the Water
and the Spirit of the Bodijhe Water is the Body, and the Soul of our Subput, the astral Seed is the Spirit of it;
and it is therefore that thHehilosopherassure, that their Matter has a Body, a Soul,aa8girit.

PYROPHILUS
I confess my Inattention, and that had | well cdaséd, | had formed no manner of doubt upon this#ge; but
here is another, which, however, is no great StlgeScruple; but nevertheless, | could with to wngour Sense ¢
the those Wordsjiz. that the only Thing which is the Subject of the,Aand has not its like in the World {36 yet
vile, and to be had for little cost.

EUDOXUS

This Matter, so precious by the excellent Giftsevdwith Nature has enriched it, is truly mean, witbard to the
Substances from whence it derives it Original. TReice is not above the Ability of the Poor. TeanPe is more
than sufficient to purchase the Matter of the Stdhe the Instruments, and the Means that are sacg$o pursue
the Operations of the Art, require some sort ofdfqe; which makeGebersay,That the Work is not for the Poor.
The Matter therefore is mean, considering the Fatiod of the Art because it costs but very litités no less
mean, if one considers exteriourly that which giié2erfection, since in that regard it costs noghat all, in as
much as althe World has it in its PowesaysCosmopoliteso that whether you distinguish these Thing, ortte
you confound them, as tihilosopherglo, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, it isrgstant Truth, that the Stone
is a Thing mean in one Sense, but that in anottiemost precious, and that there are none busFbat despise i
by a just Judgment of God.

PYROPHILUS
| shall now be quickly as well instructed as | @d@th; do me only the Favour to tell me, how one rkagw which
is the true way of thPhilosophersbecause they describe many different, and oftekppearance contrary. Their
Books are filled with an Infinity of various Opei@ts; and Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, &gpions,
Sublimations, Distillations, Coagulations, Fixatspmesiccations, concerning each of which throwesAtist into
such a Labyrinth, that 'tis scarce possible fonihe extricate themselves. Thr$ilosophermethinks, insinuates,
that as in this great Art, there is but one Thsmneither is there but one way, for which he givesther Reason
but this; he says, {37Fhat the Solution of the Body is not made butsimitn Blood! find not any Thing in this



whole Treatise, wherein your Instructions may prow@e necessary to me, than upon this Point, wticlterns
the Practice of the Work, upon which all fAkilosophersanake Profession of Silence: | beseech you, therad
to deny me your Directions in so needful a Point.
EUDOXUS

It is not without a great deal of Reason that yakenme this Request, it Regards the essential Bbihe Work,
and | could heartily wish it were in my Power tesaser as distinctly to this, as | have done to divadryour other
Questions. | protest to you, that | have every wheld you the Truth; and | will still continue tlo so; but you
know, that the Mysteries of our sacred Sciences madye taught, but in mysterious Terms: | willwswver, tell
you without any Ambiguity, that the general Intentiof our Art, is exactly to purify and to subtéia Matter of it
self unclean and gross. And this is a most impofanth, that deserves you should make Reflectjmondit.
Remark, that to attain this End, many Operatioesr@quisite, which tending all but to one and twme Scope, are
not in the main considered by tRailosophersbut as one sole and same Operation diverslymaedi. Observe,
that Fire separates at first the heterogenous,Rertdsconjoins the homogeneous Parts of our Stbatthe secret
Fire produces afterwards the same effect; but refficaciously in introducing into the matter a fieBpirit, which
opens interiourly the secret Gate which subtili@ed sublimes the pure Parts, separating them fnosetthat are
terrestrial and adustible. The Solution which teafiards made by the Addition of the astpalintessenceayhich
animates the Stone, makes a third Depuration ahd, Distillation compleats it entirely; thus pyiifg and
subtilizing the Stone by many different Degreesyhich thePhilosopheraise to give the Names of as many
several Operations, and of Conversion of Eleméints exalted to that Perfection, which is the mghDisposition
to conduct it taplusquamPerfection, by a Regiment proportioned to the final iiten of the Art, that is to say, ur
perfect Fixtion. You see now, that to speak propehere is but one way, as there is but one lidrnih the first
Work, and that th&hilosophergdescribe not many ways, but because they conttidatifferent Degrees of
Depurations, as so many Operations, and differeapgdMwvith design (as your Author very well Remarks,
conceal this Admirable Art.
As to the Words by which Author concludes, that the Solution of the Body is not made but$nown Blood, |
must make you observe that in our Art, there ithiee different Times, three essential Solutiondenaherein the
Body is not is not dissolved but in its own Bloatd that is in the Beginning, in the Middle, andh&t End of the
Work; take good Notice of this. | have already sbdwou that in the principal Operations of the #rgre are
always two Things, one supplies the place of théeMand the other of the Female; one is the Bddypther is the
Spirit: You must make here the Application ofii¢. that in the three Solutions that | mention to yibie, Male and
the Female, the Body and the Spirit, are not dbisethe Body and the Blood, and that these two g$are of one
same Nature, and of same kind; so that the Solatidime Body in its own Blood, is the Solution b&tMale by the
Female, and that of the Body by its Spirit. Andtisi the order of these three important Solutions.
In vain you would attempt by Fire the true Sauatof the Male in the First Operation, you coulliar succeed in
without the Conjunction of the Female; it is initautual Embraces that they confound and changk ether, to
produce one whole Homogeneity, different from thent both. You would in vain open and sublime theyBof
the Stone, it would be intirely useless to yougsselyou made it espouse the Wife which Nature detigned for i
she is that Spirit, from whence the Body hath dréesfirst Original; which Body dissolves thereis lze does at
the Heat of Fire, as your author has very well Réet In fine, you would attempt in vain to make trerfect
Solution of the same Body, if you should not reiterupon the Affusion of its proper Blood, whichtssnatural
Menstruumits Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewittsd intimately unites, that from thenceforth thegdme
but one sole and same Substance.

PYROPHILUS
After all this which you have revealed to me, | daothing more to ask you about the Interpretadiaihis Author.
| do very well comprehend all the other Advantatles he ascribes to the Stone, more tha@dtw andMercury:. |
do also conceive how the Excess of the Rage oéttvas Champions, transported them to join theilcEstto
vanquish the Stone by Arms, not being able to selidoy Reason; but now being able to subdue Régson; but
how is it to be understoodhat the{39} Stone devour'd them, and swallowed them both ughedgdhere remain'd
not any Track of them.

EUDOXUS

Know you not that the greadtermessays,That the Stone is the strong Force of all Forces;ffwill vanquish all
subtile Thins, and will penetrate every solid ThiAgd your Author expresses the very same Thing imeother
Terms to teach you, that the Power of the Stose @reat, that nothing is able to resist it. Iihsounts indeed all
the imperfect Metals, transmuting them into perfdetals in such a manner, that there remains nokKlehwhat
they were before.

PYROPHILUS



I very well comprehend these Reasons, and yeté bl remaining one doubt touching perfect Met@sld, for
Example, is a Metal constant and perfect, whictrefore, methinks, the Stone should not be abiketour.
EUDOXUS

Your doubts is groundless; for as the Stone, strgpeaking, does not devour imperfect Metals, buthenges the
Nature, that there remains nothing to know by whay were before; so the Stone not being able straeGold,
nor to transmute it into a more perfect Metal, $rantes it into a Medicine a thousand Times morépethan
Gold, since it can then transmute a thousand Timesuab imperfect Metal, according to the Degree oféttion
that the Stone had receiv'd of the Art.

PYROPHILUS
| perceive the little Foundation there was for nyubt; but to be plain, there is so much subtilatthie least Hints
of thePhilsophersthat you ought not to think it strange, that Véaften stuck upon Thinks that ought else to have
appeared to me sufficiently intelligible of themad. | have no more but two Questions to ask yod the are on
the Subject of the two Advices, that my Author gite the Sons of the Science, touching the marfiérazeeding
and the Scope they ought to propose to themseiviteir Search of the universal Medicine. He advibem in the
first Place. to sharpen their Minds, to read thétivgs of the wise Men with Prudence, to Labourviixactness;
proceed without Precipitation in a Work so precidaecause, says, he {3Fhat is has its time ordained by Natu
even as the Fruits which are upon the Trees, aadlinster of Grapes that the Vine bedrsonceive very well the
Usefulness of these Counsels; but pray, be pleasexplain to me, how this Limitation of Time ishe
understood.

EUDOXUS

Your author sufficiently explains it to you by themparison of Fruits, which Nature produces inrtdee Season;
this comparison is Exact; The Stone is a Field withe Wise cultivates, into which Art and Naturedaut the
Seed, which is to produce its Fruit. And as the Beasons of the Year are necessary to the p&nifedtiction of
Fruits, so the Stone has in like manner its deteaited Seasons. Its Winter, during which Gold anthidity have
Dominion in this Earth thus prepared and sowedSjtsng, wherein the philosophick Seed being wargites
Signs of Vegetation and Increase; its Summer, dusinich its Fruit ripens, and becomes proper totidlitation;
and its Autumn, in which this Fruit being perfedtige, rejoices the Wise that have the good Fortargather it.
To leave you nothing to desire upon this Subjestust here make you observe three Thik@gst, That the Sage
ought to imitate Nature in the Practice of the Wankd as this wise Workevig. Nature] can produce nothing
perfect, if its Motion be made violent, so the Artbught to suffer the Principles of his Matteatt interiourly, by
exteriourly administring a Warmth or Heat propangd to its need, Th&condThing is, that the Knowledge of the
four Seasons of the Work, ought to be a Rule, wttiehWise should follow in the different Regimeatshe Fire,
in Proportioning it to catch, according as Naturevss it, who has need of less Heat to put the TireBfossom,
and to Form the Fruit, than to make them perfdetpe. Thirdly, That though the Work has its four Seasons, so as
Nature has, it does not follow, that the Seasorrpfand of Nature, must precisely Answer to eattter, the
Summer of the Work may happen without Inconvenigndgature's Autumn, and its Autumn in her Winter.
suffices, that the Regiment of the Fire, be prapoid to the Season of the Work, it is in that qmihat the great
Secret of the Regiment consists, for which | camivg you a more certain Rule.

PYROPHILUS
By this Reasoning, and by this Similitude, you giwe an open View upon a Point, of which Bt@losophershave
made one of their greatest Mysteries; for the Doetof the Regiments is not to be learn'd by tigiitings, but |
see with an extream Satisfaction, that in imitatiagure and Beginning the order of Seasons of thek\by the
Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wise to judge, tigvthe divers Degrees of Heat, which answer tsdieeasons,
he can assist Nature, and bring the Fruit of thigdphical Plant to a perfect Maturity.
My Author in the second Place advises the Sonsrpftédhave Uprightness of Heart; and to proposhémselves
an honest End in this Work, declaring positivelyitem, that without these good Dispositions, thexsthmot expect
a Blessing from Heaven upon their Labour, upon Wit good Success depends. He assiitest{40} God does
not communicate so great a Gift, but to those tiitmake a good use of it; and that he deprivessthof it, who
design to use if for Commission of Eiihis seems to be no other than a manner of upeaking with the
Philosopherspray tell me what Reflections ought to be made upénlast Point?
You are sufficiently instructed in our Philosoply,comprehend, that the Possession of the univistedicine, and
to the great Elixir, is of all worldly Treasurestgreatest, the most real, and the most valuahtéeMan can enjoy.
Indeed, immense Riches, supream Dignities, antt@lGreatness of the Earth, are not comparabl@d@tecious
Treasure, which is the sole temporal Good, abtatisfy the Heart of Man. It gives to him that pessses it, a long
Life, exempt from all sorts of Infirmities, and gunto his Power mor&old andSilver,than is possessed by all the
most mighty Monarchs together. This Treasure hattenver this particular Advantage, above all oBBlesssings



of this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds himspHrfectly satisfied, even with its only Contempsati and that he ci
never be troubled with the fear of losing it.
You are likewise fully convinced, that God goveths World; that his Divine Providence causes, thate reigns
an Order, which his infinite Wisdom has establishred from the beginning of all Ages, and thatstRirovidence is
not that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor thaefended Chain of Causes, or that necessary Ofddnings, that
must make them follow without any Distinction: Buri the contrary, you are well persuaded, that tiheddm of
God presides over all the Events that happen ceap the World.
Upon the double Foundation, which these two Reflaestestablish, you cannot doubt but that God whpabes
Sovereignly of all the Possessions in the Worldeng@ermits that those who apply themselves t&stwmrch of this
precious Treasure, with design to make a bad ugesdfould by their Endeavours come to its Possesseally
what Mischiefs might not be caused in the Worldalperverse Spirit, who would have no other Aimtougratify
his Ambition, and to indulge his Lusts, if he hachis Power and Possession this certain Meansesafuting his
most criminal Enterpizes. Wherefore fabilosopherswho perfectly know what Mischiefs and Disorderig/im
accrue to civil Society, it the Knowledge to thepious, do not treat it, but with fear, nor spealt,dfut
enigmatically, to the end, that is may not be cazhpnded, but by those whose Study and Endeavoutswlo
bless.

PYROPHILUS
There can be non that are of good Sense, and wah@fed, but must agree in these Sentiments, andbadslly
persuaded, that to succeed in so great and sotamp@n Enterprize, the Divine Goodness is to bessantly
supplicated to illuminate our Minds, and to give Biessing to our Endeavours. It only remains, thaturn you
most humble Thanks, that you have been pleasedabrme as a Son of the Science, to discourseméthincerely
and to instruct me in so great Mysteries, as gjearid a intelligible, as is lawful to do, and agduld reasonably
desire. | protest to you, that my Acknowledgmeralisiast as long as my life.



Hermetic Triumph
Ancient War of the Knights - Revised version

To the Reader
It has been thought proper (as mentioned inRheface to join with this Treatise a Translation ®HE ANCIENT
WAR OF THE KNIGHTS,done from the Originaberman;ithat so the Lovers of this Science might be able t
compare it with that done from tik@ench which, by Reason of its passing first iltatin, and from thence into
French has lost of its pristine Sense, as will be foupdn the perusal of the Same. And, to make the ®titirk
more compleat, some Annotations have been added é€GermanEdition) upon the most material Points, where
the saidFrenciTranslation differs from th&ermanOriginal.

The Antient
War of the Knights

Being a short Alchymistical

DIALOGUE

Betwixt our

STONE, GOLD and MERCURY,

Of the true Matter, of which those who
have traced Nature, do prepare Bielosopher'sStone,
be Means of a due Management, with Helphufiar Vulcan
Describ'd by an ExperiencRhilosopher.

Translated from th&ermanOriginal.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkk

Disputation of Goldand Mercury,with the Stone of thehilosophers.
A true Philosophemwrites thus: By God Almighty, and upon my Salvatido | tell you (you Lovers of this
excellent Art) form a sincere Heart, and out of @assion for those which have sought a long timeain, that oul
{1} whole Work comes forth out of one Thing, whighcompleated in it self, and needs no more bbet{2}
dissolved and recoagulated; and this it must dos#lf, without all foreign things.
As Ice, which is put over the Fire in a dry Vesseld by Heat turn into Water: {3} In the same marmihes with our
Stone, which wants nothing but the help of the @pen of the Artist, and of the naturel {4} FireofFof it self it
cannot do it, although it should lie [or remainj &ver in the Earth, therefore it must be assistetinot so, as to
join foreign and contrary Things with it. But thas Cod gives us the Corn in the Field, and we mustdgaind bak
it for to make Bread thereof: In like manner inst{b} God has created for us this Mineral, [or Dahich we take
by it self, destroy the gross Body, extract theriour Goodness, put away the Superfluity, and naaitef the
Poison, a Medicine.
That you may understand this the better, I'll eegitu a fine Dialogue and Disputation which happ&etwixt the
Stoneof thePhilosophers, GoldandMercury, by which those who know a little [or in some Meajihow to {6}
deal with Metals and Minerals, (having sought gltime in vain,) may easily arrive to the true Fdation. An it
will be necessary, that one learn to know {7} tixéeeiour and interiour Quality of each Thing in tBarth, and
what it is radically capable of, [or what it is edgbe of by (the Foundation of) Nature.]
Gold andMercury came at a certain time to a Stone with and arnsettHint eh Intention to subdue it.
And Gold began thus in a rude manner, saying.

GOLD

You poisonous Worm and Dragon, {8} why do you pret¢o be above me and my Brotiéercury?Being, | am
the most high, most noble, and most constant Matal;all Princes and Lords, and likewise all ordiriden, seek
to obtain Riches from [or to grow Rich by workingthy me and my Brothekercury, whereas you are an Enemy



of all Men and Metals, and you know, that the Ptigsis praise me exceedingly to be {9} for the Healt Men?
To which theStoneanswereth.
Dear Gold, why are you not angry with God, and é@megquvhy he hath not created in you, what is foimche?
GOLD
God has given me the Honour, the Beauty, and this&rwherefore, | am desired by the whole Wondl, laecause
| am the most constant Metal, in the Fire and dtihe Fire, for that Reason | am loved by every Bd@ut as for
you, you are {10} Volatile, you turn Unfaithful ardkceive the People; for one sees, that you flyydaaescape]
out of the Hands of those that work with you.
The Stone
Dear Gold, 'tis true, God has given you Honour,lBgand Constancy, for which you ought to be thahi¢fito
God, and not despise others; but as for your digag me thus, you do it with Untruth; and | saguyare not the
Gold, of which thePhilosopherawrite, {11} but the same is concealed within mer Blthough it is true that | am
Volatile in the Fire, nevertheless you know, thad@nd Nature {12} have ordered me thus, and | hasto for
my Volatility is to the Advantage of the Artist; @iif he (the said Artist) can dully the same, y@nains within me
the constant Soul, which is much more constant fleanGold, and all your Brothers and Companionskine or
Water can consume or destroy her, as long as théd\Wsts. Nor is it to be imputed to me, that | sought for by
those, who cannot duly work with me, or prepare amel join often foreign and contrary Things with,rsech as
Waters and Powders, whereby they destroy my indatare and Quality [or Property.] Besides thisyehis {13]
not one in an Hundred, that wonkéth me, bul all of them seek to compleat the with you Gold and your Broths
Mercury: Wherein however they err, and work falsely, it lpeipparent, that all of them bring nothing to efféat
employ their Gold in vain, destroy [or ruin] therv&s by it, and are reduced to Poverty; which isinto be
imputed to you Sol, who know particularly well, theo true Gold or Silver can be made without me falone
have that Power. Why then do you allow that alntiestwhole World work chiefly with you and your Bhetr
Mercury? If then you were indeed sincere, and did desidetl honestly, you would appraise the People ward
them to avoid Damages; wherefore | may well sap Wituth, that you are the Cheat.
GOLD
I'll prove it by thePhilosophers Sayings, that the Art may be compleated by menan8rotherMercury. For read
Hermeswho says thus: {14The Sun is its Father, and the Moon is its Mothery 'tis | who am compared to the
Sun.
Likewise Aristotle, Avicenn, Pliny, Serapion, Hippocratesogxorides, Mesne, Rafis, Averrhoés, Geber, Raymund
Lully, Albertus Magnus, Arnold de Villa-Nova, Thawsguinasand many others, which | omit for Brevity's sake;
all these say plain and distinctly, that the Tinefwas well as the Metals, must be composesuphuandMercury,
and the {15}Sulphurmust be red, incombustible, and constant [or ffixidhe Fire, and th&ercury must be bright
[or clean] and clearly purified, and they write dtit any winding Expressions [or Circumlocutiorghmng me
openly by my Name, and say, that in me Gold, id digkested, constant, [or fix'd] incombustible, ®alphug
which is also true; and it is obvious to every batiat | am the most constant Metal, and have ¢stSulphurof
all, which cannot be consumed by Fire, but is gfikeed.
ThenMercuryassented with his Discourses to what the Gold dadreced, and added: It were true, what his
Brother, the Gold had told, and might be prov'dtsyaforesaid Masters. And that likewise it werewn
commonlyand by every Body {16} what great Love and Unitgté were betwixt them two, above all other Me:
which might easily be prov'd, by only this oculagrBonstration, that whe@oldsmithspr such like Workmen wiill
guild Things, they cannot do withoGibld andMercury, but take them and put them together, and unémtiith
very little Pains. What then might not be donehwitore Pains and Diligence, with more Work and &rigabour?
Our STONE
Then ourStonereplyed in a merry Humour: Truly, you both desevbe laugh'd at with your Proofs; and | admire
more especially of yoGold, who boast so very much of your self to be goadafgreat many Things, [or Uses,]
that you have no more Sense than that comes outhink that the oléPhilosophershave fitted their Writings
barely to the common literal Sense or Interpretatamd will be understood in that manner?
GOLD
The aforecited Masters have Writ no Untruth, araytall agree concerning my Virtue, but there haserbsome,
who have sought for my Virtues in other impropeimbis, viz. in various Herbs, Animals, Blood, Urine, Hair,
Sperm, and the like, who therefore have err'd,mrtlaps have Writ erroneously too; but the afodeSHisters
have good Testimony, that they have possess'drhiadeed; for which Reason their Writings may vessil be
credited.
The STONE
| do no ways doubt, and it is very true that thayenpossess'd the Art indeed; some however excepthdse



whom you have quoted. But when they name bareliNdmee ofGold andMercury, they do it to hide the Art from
the senseless [Dunces] and the unworthy, knowing well, that such only dwell upon Names and writte
Processes, without meditating further upon the Hatian of this Matter. But the Prudent and Diligezaid with
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares with the; athieof which they get a Foundation; findings tinys
Speculation, and from thHehilosopher'sSentences, the true Matter, whichPitlosopherever named and describ'd
openly by its true Name.
This they prove themselves, when they say, wheressite plainest, [or open] according to the comngamse [or
Interpretation] there we have most concealed the{A¥} but where we speak by Parables and Sentgrhere we
have truly disclosed the Art. And where they wdfe5old andMercury,they however soon after that, tell and
explain themselves, saying, that th8wold is no commorGold, nor theirMercurycommonMercury, by Reason, th
Gold, because of its Perfection, cannot be alter'chang'd, becae it is grown already to a quite perfect Metatj
although one should extract its Colour a hundredeBi, and Work never never so artful with it, neveldss it
cannot tinge any more, than just so much as iCwdsur and Tincture in it self. Therefore tRhilosopherssay,
{18} I you search in imperfect Things, you therdlfind the Perfection, as you may read in the Rpshikewise
Raymund Lullywhom your self have quoted as a Testimony, days What shall be meliorated, must not be
prefect; nothing is changed [or altered] in perfBaings, it rather is quite destroy'd and spoil'd.
GOLD

| know indeed that they say thus; but that mayieustood of my Brothévlercury, who as yet is imperfect; and
when we two mix our selves with each other, he thenade perfect by me; for he is of the Feminare] | of the
Masculine Sex. Therefore tiRhilosopherssay, that the Art is entirely and Homogeneum. ¥ee the same in Me
that no Child is produced, but by the conjunctibiMale and Female. And the same is to be seen Anainals
which have life.

Our Stone
Thy BrotherMercuryis indeed imperfect {19} yet therefore is not he Mercury of thePhilosophersAnd if you
two should mix your selves together and were kepié Fire [or in digestion] for many Years, it warevertheless
impossible that you two could really be united thge; for as soon ddercuryfeels the Fire, he flips from you
going on high, and sublimes it self on the topyileg you in the bottom. Or if you are join'd togettwith corrosive
Waters, and are dissolved, distilled, and coagd)ateu yield nothing else but a red Powder and Bitate, which
it if is thrown [by Projection] upon imperfect Mdgait tinges not; but only so much of y@eld is found again, as
was taken at the beginning, and your Brofifiercury escapes entirely from you; which the Searchefdéhimy
have experienc'd for many Years, and are convisfdidby their own no small damage. But as for ymeferring to
the Sentences of the Ancients, who say, that thésAvholly an Homogeneum, and that no Child captosluced
but by Male and Female, which you fancy, Btélosopherslid to hint at you and your Broth®fercury by it; that
is not thus neither, but misunderstood by you célifey (writing thus) speak very right and proger;| tell you in
Truth, that even this is {19} the Cornerstone laidthe Ancients, at which many Thousands have sedanibo you
imagine it is with Metals {21} just as with othehihgs, which have Life? You fare in this, as aigh who work
wrongly in this Art; when you read these Thingshia Philsophers'Nritings, you do not meditate on the Scope,
and whether it agrees with what has been said defowhat is said after that; for what tRleilosophersave
describ'd of this Art with such parabolical Woridssolely to be applied to me, and to no other @limnthe World;
for 'tis | alone that do perform it, and {22} withbme no trué&sold or Silvercan be made.

GOLD

Good God! Are you not afraid to commit a Sin, amgidino shame to tell such a Lie? And are you sa@ads, as
to apply [or attribute] solely unto you, what somp#@hilosophersaand Learned Men have written of this Art in
several Ages? You, who are an only, gross, poisgremd unclean Thing, and yet confess, that thésAm
Homogeneum; and you affirm besides this, that withyou, who are {23} the Universal, no tr@ld or Silvercan
be made; whereas it is known, that may have sa@hssiduously and diligently, that they have fosoishe other
ways, which are called particulars, from which tinegy have a good profit.

Our Stone
My dearGold, do not wonder at what | have told you, and dothos impudently and imprudently give me the Lie,
because | am older than your self. {24} And althbdidpad been mistaken in this, you ought to sparége; for
you are not ignorant, that Age should be honour'd.
But to same my Honour, that | spoke Truth, whossgtiit®nies [being quoted by your own self,] you hage
Reason to object against. And firstermessays thus: In Truth, without Lie, certain, and trtage, is this, that
that which is under, is like to that which is abpaed that which is above, is like unto that bel{®®&} by this you
may attain to Miracles and Wonders of one Thing.
Item, Aristotle writes thus; Oh! What a strange Thing is this,ifdras in it self, all what we stand in need okills



it self, and gets Life again of it self; {26} it psuses it self, it begets it self, and brings f¢othgenerates] of it self,
it dissolves it self in its own Blood, and recoages it self with the same; it grows White and &ei self, and we
add nothing more to it, nor do we change any Thimly we separate the Terrestreity and the Grossnes it.
Item, Platothe Philosophersays thus of me: 'Tis even by one and the samen|g} Thing in it slef; {27} it has a
Body, a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, avigh it has Dominion; and it does not want to lmavrany Thing
of other Bodies, for it brings forth [or generaieself] only of it self, and all Things are in it.
Many Testimonies more of these Masters could Ifprpbut it being unnecessary, | omit them for Brgs Sake.
However, as for Particulars, of which you make riwamtit is thus with them: Some are come thustfat they
have been able to {28} extract my tinging Spiritiieh they have joined to other Metals, and brouigabout by
many Operations, that | have participated to sueliald as had any Affinity with me, a small Matténoy Virtue
and Power; which, however, but very few succeedetikewise did they partly find it by Chance. {28nd by
Reason that they did not penetrate into the Foiordavhence Tinctures come, therefore they coutdonaceed
further, and thus they could not reap very greatahdages therefrom. But if the Artist {30} had laakfurther
about for my own [proper] Wife, and joined [or wdl me with her, | then could have tinged a thodsEimes
more: But they thus spoiled my Nature [or Propewtith foreign Things. However, whatever they foutalthough
but a small Matter in Comparison of my true Powst Efficacy,) it proceeded from me, and of no offieing
whatsoever.
GOLD

What you have said is no sufficient Proof: For @lifgh they [thé>hilosopherfwrite of one only Thing, in which
are contained the four Elements, and a Body, a, Sodl a Spirit; they thereby insinuate [or giveitalerstand] the
Tincture, after the same has been compleatly fadsht must nevertheless be composed in the begjrwfime
Gold, and my BrotheMercury, we being the Male and the Female Seed, as hasnhetioned; and when we are
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Digestion] then are both [that] one Thing, of which they werrit

Our Stone
It is no ways thg, and | have told you before, {31} that it is patssible for you two, [to perform it,] for you tvewe
not one Body, but two Bodies, and you are in therféation of Nature [or Radically] contrary to eaxther. {32}
But as for me, | have an imperfeabdy; a pure, penetrating, tinging, and constanfijed] Spirit; and besides thi
a clear, bright, volatile, and movealMercury, and am alone capable of what both of you togedbéndeed boast
of, but are not able to perform it, for in me ig Bhilosopher'sGold, and théMercury of the Wise. For this Reason
the Ancients say: {33} our Stone is not Visible y mar Mercuryto be had, but out of the soft {34} uncorrupted [0
proper] Bodies, and neither of the two can be rgthwithout the other; wherefore | alone do yiéle Male and
Female Seed; also | am calledermaphrodite.
Richardus Anglusoo, witnesses the same of me, saying: The fité of our Stone is calldglebis that is to say,
a Thing which by Nature has a double quality [arpgarty] concealed in it self; and it is likewisdl'daan
Hermaphrodite, that is, a Matter, which is not lgasi be distinguish'd, whether it be a Male of Bden by Reason,
that it inclines to both Parts. Therefor a Medidmenade, {35} out of a Thig, [or one Thing] which is the Water
the Body and Spirit.
This has occasioned the saying, that this Medibcaweby itsEnigmas deceived many Fools. The Art, however,
requires but one only Thing; [or Matter;] {36} narly is to be compared to it, and yet it is mean @mehp: But for
this it ought not to be despised, for it makes lamalgs forth [or compleats] admirable things.
AlanusthePhilosophersays: You Operators in this Art, you ought to béix&d Mind in your Work, not beginning
and trying sometimes with one Thing, and sometiwi#ts another; for the Art consists not in Multitudé
Species's, but in Body and Soul. And for a (cejt@inuth, the Medicine of our Stone is one Thinge &fessel, one
Composition. For the whole [Masterpiece of] Arbisgun with one Thing, and is ended with one Thaitough
the Philosophersin order to hide the Art, have pretended to pouttmany other ways, as for Instance: continual
Cooking [or Digestion,] Mixtion, Sublimation, Tritation, and Siccation, and as many other NameAl[egories]
as the same may be named withal. {37} HoweverSietion of the body is not brought about, buttéhawn
Blood.
Gebersays thus: In the Foundation (or in the RoothefMature oMercury, is Sulphur,which perfects it,\iz. the
Mercury] by cooking and digesting it during a long timetle Veins of the Mines.
Thus, my dear Gold, with what has been said, yewsafficiently convinced, that it is only in me,cahalone can
perform all, without the Assistance of you andyallir Brothers; not do | want you any ways, althoatitof you
want me: [Or have Occasion for me:] For | can petrj®@u all, and bring you to a higher Degree, thduat you are
by Nature.
Then the Gold grew angry, and not knowing any nwdnat to answer, consulted with its Brotiercury, and
agreed upon this, that they would assist one anoti® being two in Number, and our Stone but gintiey



(because they could get no Advantage upon it lgudiisg) would by their double Powersteoy it [or kill it] by the
Sword.

But when the Fight began, our Stone issued StrefmtiPower,] {38} and destroyed and conquered tiexti:
And swallowed them [in such a manner] that notfahgll was to se seen of them; nor what was beadrtiem.
Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear God, you Haare a true and sufficient Narrative [or Instruiafito
understand the Foundation [or Root] of the highest most precious Treasure. ForRttlosopherdid ever declare
himself so plain and openly.

You therefore want nothing else, but that you pgagod that he may grant you, to attain to suckar dnd
precious Jewel: Next to this quicken your Thougatg] read with Prudence, work with Diligence, aadth not in
[the Preparation of] this precious Work; for {33}must have its natural Time, [or its Time ordaitgdNature,]
like Fruit on a Tree, or Grapes on a Vine. Be likmnof a good Will and Intention, or else Lord vgtant you
nothing; for God gives it to those, who desire toghod with it, {40} and takes it, or detains ibfn such as would
employ it to ill Uses.

The Lord give you his Blessingmen



