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Foreword

I youe believe it so, 5o 1 i5—
T be is to be perceived. ..
The wise stwelent chovses bis beliefs well
S ghae his eye beboldds beauzy.
The eternal and the temporal are the same
Passion Is meaning

This is extstence.
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Introduction

And so we begin a discussion of Astral Magic whar ic is, how it
worls—how the rerm “astral magic” describes and explains the phe-
nomena of all known magic ypes. Qur explanation is not a :n:]igiuu.li
explanation, nor a “spiritual” explanacion. Our explanation will be a
functional explanation. The purpose of this book is not o instruct the
student in the practice of aseral m:ll._;ir_'—ﬁar this would be irresponsi-
ble—due rather to teach the student whae the praciice of astral magic
means, and why the practice of all forms of magic ave fnberently destruc-
tive. This uudur.lil:anding will be of use to all, bue will be of particular
importanee to those who are training in the sheills of aseral combat with
the express purpose of defending themselves and their loved ones
:lt_f'.ail:l.'.'l' the pcrpu:ual :]n!il:ll:lglﬂ' of ur_'Harivr_' CRCTEY wWe now all face.
Some have assumed chat magic is a forgotten are, limited in power and
scope, This could hardly be further from the truch, the power and
influence of magic is probably stronger wday thawn ever before in history.
We will learn why this is the case, why this is a cause of grear concern,
and examine the resultane dire need thar stands before us in che face of
it

Before we engage in this discussion iv is important w understand a
critical distincrion berween the two gypes of astral manifestations thae
appear on the physical plane, These would be, namely, astral “projec-
tion” as opposed o “willed coherence.” There is a fundamental differ-
ence berween the two, they appear similar to the untrained but quite
different to the rrained eye—and their presence implies envirely differ-
et :l:ing,'.'. This distincrion was discussed ar lr_'ngth in “The Tech-
nigues of Astral Combat®, and this particular and uniquely aconrase
|mrjt:r.'umn:|iug will be eritical o the un:ltﬂ'r:lmling of the Fl.:“::lwiug
text.

it



Ki¥ The Phenomenalagy of Astral Magic

Let us discuss astral projection first. The term “astral projection” has
a different meaning among Astral Warriors than it does popularly.
Astral projecrion is the induetion of a coherent idea into the psyche of
a receptive of vulnershle human being on the human plane, wsually by
an astral being, though it can be done by certain trained human beings
it certain states. It s eritical to realize that the effect of this manifesta-
tion REQUIRES 4 vulnerable recipient—either willingly or unwill-
ing—and most often made vulnerable by trauma. Most waking scare
“vigions” or manifestations are of chis type, most all rypes of “magic”
use this effect in one manner or another, and always, as a resulr, rely on
a human being in a fatigued, damaged, or victimized seare.

This is why there is vig such thing as “white mapic. ™ All aseral projec-
rions require vulnerabiliy, thus the culturement of this vulnerabil-
ity—an inherent and fundameneal aspece of the pracrice of magic—is
obvicusly a conscious and deliberate choice against health and posiive
lucid intent. This can cerrainly nor be seen as a positive activity, espe-
cially when this sor of manipularion is neither necessary nor edifying.
This is also why whenever one experiences this sort of experience, or
say “sees a pghost,” it is absolurely the dght st response to assume that
DI 15 Hui:ng cragy or that one 15 ill! One is, or the s}ru:ﬂm“r_' message
interpreced a5 “ghost” would have never gotten chrough, This is not to
say that there is no reality o the “ghost™ or whatever phenomena we
might observe, just that cthe lucid incent, likely negative, in the pro-
jected message would have never realized any sort of manifestation ar
all iF we were hm]fhy, centered, and strang,

This is why most visitations and magical effects rake the form that
|:hr_'}r do 'I'hr_'}r most often effect pmrph_'. very seldom u]rjucr.u—n:i st
ohjects are not conscious enough w receive the projection. Seeing
“phosts” and things thar go bump in the night are far more common
than visions in the full day and in a full waking st “Spells” most
often effect people and emotions rather than anyching of a serongly
physical narure. Mose serong stare effeces takee the form of possession,
either of human beings or animals, as would certainly follow from our
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explanation. Seill, these effects and manifestarions ean never be seen as
@ positive or hr_'alth].-' circumstances, and it is the |:||:|l"l.r of the Astral
Warrior to combar those who would engage in these malevolent acrivi-
ties on both the astral plane and the physical as well. ..

lr s impurtam to understand thar even those who heal often do so
with evil intent. ..

“Willed coberence” is an entirely different mateer. Willed coherence
is a manifestation char scrually manifests a cangible, marerially measur-
able, physical effecr. Formmnarely these are quite rare, and quine limited
in scope, bur can be very dangerous if carefully designed nonetheless.
“Willed coherence” is basically reverse manifestarion by an aseral entiry
deliberately arrempring ro manipulace objects deliberaely on che mare-
tial plane. This action requires an extraordinary amount of encrgy on
the parr of the astral being in question, and almost always indicares the
existence of a very powerful lich, often one that has been successful in
creating a human “cole” or 2 following dhar ricnally suppores the lich,
This always indicates the presence of a grear and organized evil.

Willed coberence manifestations of eourse are created in conscions-
ness and projecred inoo the physical and 25 such are not limited in form
o :l:ing,'.' that do exise, but T|1'L|Jg.li thar CAN exist on the ph}'xicﬂ FII:I]H.'.
Their is no limir to cheir SCOpE, bt pr:lr:tir_':ll]}r and F(J]'I‘I][I:ltl’.'l.}" there is
a practical limic to the amount oF energy an astral being can mus-
ter—but from our perspective any is too much. The physical manifes-
tation need not be pronounced o be profound in effect. For example,
many liches choose to manifest disease, especially cancers as they are
simple to manifest and serve their desires. Telekinetic stunts and the
like can be accomplished as well, bue often seemingly perceived as not
worth the while and seldom pracriced.

There is little one can do o resist the effeces of such an arack as dhe
effecr is acmally physical in namre, One cannot ressr, bur ofien can
Fride from such an arcack. [t seems thar the lich needs o project the
effece inco a area that was spatially identfied with the life of the
lich—avoid such places! Keeping oneself surrounded by strong positive



xvi The Phenomenalagy of Astral Magic

lucid intent and in excellent health is the bese defense. Be very cau-
vious. Lickes ran, and do, kil To .'.'pur_'ulatr_' on their motive o kill and
to drive a human being to the astral plane premarurely is o speculace
on the truly horrible.

Maost responsible religious traditions have forbidden che practice of
vatious types of magic. 1t would have been well if they would have
explained why, but now we can see the reasons for that forbidding,
There is practically no way o pracrice magic withour harming others,
simply because of the nature of how magic works, Again, as we view
the practice of magic as highly irresponsible and necessarily dangerouns,
we as Aseral Warriors do what we can o limir the range of iy pracrice
or effeciuality. Formnarely, like most all perverse rraditions, all bur the
most powerful forms of magic are all bur ineffecnial in reaching
healdhy human beings, yer there is enongh unhealthiness thar chere are
far oo many cthar lie wichin its reach.



Part I: The Nature of the

Universe

The following is excerpred from “Techniques of Astral Combar™—and
is a condensed version of the discussion conmined within thar worle
This information will be necessary for the nndestanding of the
remainder of the texe. v is highly recommended thar both works of G
Travels and the Alliance, “The Techniques of Astral Combat”™ and
“Resisting Astral Arrack” be studied and understood dearly before pro-
ceeding. Most peaple consider the universe either from an epiphencm-
enal perspective, or else they embrace panpsychism. Neither world
view is valic. We will now darify our position.

The universe is comprised of essentially two elements: matter and
consciousness. It is almost an error to divide the owo, as we will see;
they exist as two pants of the same spectrum—yet this division is useful
it cxplanation. All “objects”—we define an “object™ as au}rl:hing thar
exists; elementary particle, you or e, or aseral huing:i—a”. abjects are
comprised in substance of either pure mateer, 2 mixture of matter and
consciougness, or pure consciousness, As such, all objects can be placed
somewhere an the elemental spectrum, though many end up near the
middle and most all forms of life and intelligence do as well. Some
things are very marerial, and not very conscious: e, rocks; some
things are quite marerial and a bir consciousness: human beings; some
things are not very marerial and guite a lor consciousness: those enriries
referred to as “Fay” mighe be good examples; and some things are
scarcely marerial and most all consciousness: astral hr.'i:ngx. The more
mateer an object containg determines how much spasial form it has,



2 The Phenomenalagy of Astral Magic

and the more consciousness something has determines how much
“lucid intent” ic has. “Lucd intent™ is 2 difficule concept, bt a critical
one Lucid intent will be explained in 4 moment.

We, as human beings, are primarily maserial creatres that inhabic
the material portion of the demental specerum. This much should he
ohvicus, but muoch has erroneously been said o diminish the impor-
eance of our material natre or to create a metaphysical bias againste
marterial nature, We are marerial beings; we arise and are creared from
marter and it is our material from char engenders our identity. This is
not o say we do not have a “spiritual” component, bur we need w
establish context. We are again, MATERIAL creatures that have a “pivi-
wmal” component, and our spirimal component pains identity from onr
material pare. We are NOT “spiritnal” beings wich a marerial parr, as
many would like w have us believe, so dangerously—chough there
ARE beings like thar and we are not they. More precisely, and w define
and remove the loaded rerm “spiritual”, lee us say that we are mareral
beings with a strong element of consciousness. This conscionsness has
substantive characteristics Let us continue

As we move about the day in the mostly material world we inhabit,
our consciousness becomes fatigned and rarfied, and thus we require
sleep. Sleep is the mechanism in which owr bodies place our material
selves in stasis, frecing our consciows selves to be free to enter the astral
planes—those parts of the universe comprised of conscionsness
RATHER than matter—and then replenish ourselves. There is then no
5up-::mat|1r1| wotld, per s, as all rhings. even those we rra.diﬁuna.ll}r
have called supernatureal are made of more or less the same material and
itthabit the same natural universe,

Berween matrer and consciousness, however, there s an infinirely
thin weil thar cerainly separares the two. Certain things only occur on
specific sides of this veil. For example, and most importandy, energy is
only creaved by marerial interactions on the maverial side of the veil.
Much has been said abour the namre of energy in metaphysical cir-
cles—again, much correcr, bur incomplete. Some people like w say



Pare I+ The Nature nl_f'rﬁ'r Limiverse 3

that everything is comprised of energy. This i mor e, Some people
like to refer to emotions such as love or hate as energy. This is non-
senise. Energy proper, however, is a marerial essence, measurable and
manipulatable by material tools and only ereared on the maserial side
of the spectrum. Lighe, elecericity, and hear are common examples of
what we are referring to as energy proper. All can anly be manipulated
on the material plane. One can not “will” dearicity down a power line
or ignite a fire from anger. One cannot spin an electric motor with
love, Ir takes physical Llaws and physical wols to penerare light, electrie-
ity, or fire. Because of the face thar true energy is developed on the
material plane by marerial means, the conscionsness side of the spee-
trum is often energy devoid much of the tme, unless living beings
actively carry it there embodied in their own fonm. This we human
beings do, more or less by accident of our own narre, as well as the
conscivusness beings thar primarily inhabic the astral planes, as they
reguire energy for cheir life, and muse ger it some way or another.,
Likewise, in the consciousness part of the universe, the astral planes

are often aw in “lucid intent,” the Rl:.‘l'l.vl.'lg:f'» of the conscious pare of
the universe. Lucid intent is che dynamic “energy” than gives motion
(0 COMSCIOISNEss—It might be properly expressed as “will” Difficule
for us to define, as we are [Jri:l]arﬂ_}' marerial, it is thar “lucid intend”,
the “ascral cn.urg:,'" that EIVES OUT CONSCIOUSNes volition and motion,
This is the reason that we human |1f_'ing,'.' must reach int consciousness
to stay alive. Lucid intent is just as real and dynamic an energy as elec-
troimagnetisim, bt it is che enerpy :Jf:lgrain a different realm, so be cer-
tain to keep the two concept separate and distinet.

Congider whar happens when we don't sleep. Sleep is obviously
much more than juse physical rest; we all know this oo be orue. More
than physically tired, lack of sleep makes us confused, our conscious-
ness becomes much more vague, we lose will and volidon undl we can
no longer will ourselves o stay awake. If we don’t sleep for long peri-
ods of rime, the effects are quite acure—we acally ger physically ill
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and start to “hallucinare”—chough as we will see those experiences
called “hallucinations™ are not what we mighe chink,

When we sleep, we dream. Much is and has been said of dreaming
as well, but the plain truch is thae dreams are simply our wanderings
into the realm of conscionsness—into the asteal planes. Aseeal projec-
L0 15 .'.'pub:-un of and raugh:.. ot uﬂm:l}r -L'xpr_'ﬁcncu.li as well, but the
teaching of it is hardly warcanted, as we can not help bue do i, The
only difference berween whar i commonly called an “our of body
experience” and a dream 15 really how far into the astral planes one
goes, how much locidity is present, and the degree of conscious coher-
ence. It is absolurely narural to cravel in one's aseeal body, and again
even necessary, of a5 we have seen, our consciousness will become rari-
fied of “lucid intent” and evenmally break down,

S0 then, thus far this may seem a unique explanation of the meta-
physical nature of the cosmoes, bur as such relatively reasonable and
nothing in it far removed from whar mose of the major tradicions
might sugpest: thar is. if chey were aceoally required o provide a
explicit and tacie analysis of the issue ar hand. In faer, this explanarion
more or less fes what we have known or experienced chroughour our
lives. We have known thae we are marerial crearures, thar when we are
cut we bleed and that this is our primary existence, bot thar we know
that there is another aspect to our existence as well. Some people have
claimed to have experiences of “otherworldly” narure, some of these
might or might not be true, but what we know for cermin is that our
dream life has been throughout our life very powerful and imporant,
We are here o affirm that—very important indeed.

This is the reality, but there is more to the dynamic. What is impor-
cant to note is that we inhabit this universe with other entites. Some
we share the marerial plane with and we are familiar with, the animals
and even some of the higher plants have a degree of consciousness and
can be described meaningfully as “entiries”, others we are not so famil-
iar with as they inhabic primarily the planes of consciousness and are
comprised mostly of that substance. As such, the only tmes we
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cnonter I.']1.1L'I2I1 are w|:n:n W enter r]u_'ir ]'I'.':III'[I 28] ]T_'l.'l‘]t:l'l .|1 uum‘lw:'.',

or when they enter ours in search of life enerry.

Because human ]'K:i[lH.‘i are nearest the veil, and one of the mose
r_':nurgctic life forms on the marerial F!I:I]“:.. some of these enrities view
human ]R:ing.li s a desirable source of this life energy.

Yes, 1 pla.in El]gli:ﬁ]l, human hr_'ingx are often parz.'.'il:i?x:d h}r fiy of

these dark entities. ..

Exercise 1:

Artempr o recall a ome in life when one of the following
ocourred. These are classic examples of astral beings artacking in
order to gain life energy.

You had a dream. In it you are quite lucid. You see some sort of
dark, shadow figure with no real form. Ir may seem if it s wearing a
cloak or long coar thar ohscures its form. Ir may be seen with a har
or hood rthar ohsoures its face. The dream seems so real and the
creature seems to have such evil intent, thar you become paralyzed
with fear. You may have woken feeling actual physical effects such
& cold swears, fever, nansea, or a general feeling of malaise.

¥ou had a dream in which you were chased. You may have tried
to hide or may have been caughr munning down a hallway that
didn't end. The whale time you feel as if something 1s abour
catch you and do unspeakable and horrible things. Often you will
wake up feeling physically spent.

You have a “dream”™ or visitarion by enrities. These entiries
approached and seemed o simply stand in close proximity. They
do not seem o be there 1o canse harm, bur you find you seill are
unahle to move or do anyrhing bur stare back. Again, you may feel
remporary paralysis and physical malaise afrer you are released.

Most all of us have had these experiences, have we not? At the rime,
they were absolurely real and frightr_'lmd us o the core—most of the
time they oceurred in childhood and then ceased, or accompanied
times of anxiery or illness. The reason for this is simple. As children we
are un-::rgr_'l:ir_' and vulnerable to atcack because we have not yet learned
to defend ourselves and our aseral selfsymbol lacks coberence—we
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expericnce these rhingx in tfimes of stress later in life because our
defenses are suppressed due to stress in our material existence, The
human species, as well as most ]1.i|1_r|}u_'r material species, seems o have
some narural inherene resistance to ateack by astral ]H:ing.li.. as certainly
would make sense from an evolutionary point of view. Certain actions,
however, as well 25 certain envirsinmeneal factors can be found o
enhance or diminish our natural resiscance.

The natural resistance o astral areack thar marerial living chings
have evolved is livtle understood as o its mechanism. As such, we will
not spend a grear deal of time disoussing it except o offer an idea or
e, One Astral Warrior that we have traveled with described o us this
natural resistance as tughr by his house. We found ir interesting so we
will repear ic for you here. This howse believes simply thar one gaing
resistance by building one's life energy o high levels. The resistance
comes becanse the seream of one's encrgy is just overwhelming ro astral
beings. He likened i w orving w ger a drink from a fire hose. 1eis sim-
ply too much for all bue che mose powerful of them o handle, They are
much more likely to feed from a weaker, less energenic human. Any
predator on the physical plane attacks the weak of the group. For
example, lions never artack che serongest of the group. IF they were to
do 5o, they would much more likely be injured. This group of Astral
Warriors believes it is the same with astral huing:i. They can actually be
injured i they try to feed on 2 powerfully energeric buman. This is an
nteresting idea, for certain, and seems to carry some truth in it

As another idea, and one that pertaing more to other material |'winH
hr_'ingx than humans is this: that strong, healthy material nature is very
coalesced—and leaks very litele energy, being very systematically effi-
cient. This makes scrong healdhy living beings fiest of all very difficult
for astral beings to sense and locate—as well as very energy linde is
offered up freely for the mking. As such, strong living beings again are
poor targers for feeding and astral beings will wend o look dsewhere.

The aseral beings are very lide understood ro us, which is narural, as
the very medinm they nanrally exist within is very alien to us as well.
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Most of us have experiences in the planes of consciousness thae are lim-
ited oo I:_'r"pir_'al druam.u—ﬂln.}', disjuinl‘.u:l, ditficule to understand semi-
narratives. To make sense of che asteal world one must understand the
nature of consciousness. [t has been :lrgm:d [even in the material world,
in fact) that nuthing it the astral planes exists withouwt a perceiving ey,
To assume that an object comprised of consciousness exists, it would
secint to follow that ic only exises if i 5 selfaware, or exists in the
awareness of another. Now we can begin to see why lucid intent makes
sense as the “energy” of the conscious planes. Energy, on the material
plane, is expressed basically as hear—randomized kinetic encrgy, or, if
it remains coherent; movement or lighe. Locid intene worls much the
same way—it lingers as hackgronnd noise of the passage of a enriry, or
if coherene, as the acal real time manifestation of the “will” of an
entity. We do not know wherher or noe the true aseeal beings even have
& form—many encounters with them are formless—but in order w
move of manifest action, at least wo manifest action in our realm of
consciousness, they often project form. Manipulation of form is critical
on the astral plane, and one of the primary skills of the Astral Warrior

It cannot be known either whether when 2 human hr.'in.g it a slecp
state enters the planes of conscionsness, there is any spatial component
that exises inherently in the astral world or whether the spatial compo-
nent thar APPEARS 1o exist is an expression of the immediate environ-
ment of the sleeper. It conld be either way, and it is not certain that it
matrers. Srill we need o explore this poine to understand the asteal
wotld, and the implications are worth cdm:iiduring. Let us assume a
person is aslecp alone in a2 cabin in the woods It is lkely that the
dream stare that ocours will involve the cabin in the woods in some
manner, but not necessarily the case. Why? Becanse we have an errone-
ous view of whar occurs when the aseral body leaves the macerial and
where it goes. Some have assumed char the aseral body is like some sor
of ghost or spiric thar Aoars our of the body and wanders the marerial
planc. This is plainly not tree, and wishful chinking. It doesn't even
make any sense, if we stop and chink abowr i for no one, even the
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preatest Astral Warrior, or supposed psychic, has been able to demon-
SCrate an a]rilit}' [0 project an astral awareness and wander the marerial
world. I one could, to lave ones body, walk down the sereer, and

enter hlli]ding one has never entered, see i, remember i, describe

it—and return with that knowledge. These psi experiments, far beyond
the ability of any “remote viewet”, could be done by a child with ease.
So back to the sleeper in the cabin, if the astral body were to examine
the cabin, staying close to home, so o speak, the mose likely appear-
ance of the cabin is thar the cabin appears in relatively low resoluion,
and in highly symbolic rerms. Again, this is becanse chis cabin is not
the material cabin—ir is the astral cabin, with, with some low level of
latent conscionsness, even perhaps the consciounsness of the mice in the
watlls, exises as a manifestation of this consciousness in the aseral planes,
and the sleeper, our astral rraveler, sees and expresses his manifestacions
of consciousness wpon ic as well. Thos, nothing exiss in the cabin thar
isn't already known or seen, and for most of us thar means symbolic
existence even in places we are very familiar with.

Exercise I:

[n your home, you undoubtedly have a bookshelF wich a num-
ber of books on it. You've likely seen it most every day of the lase
year, You may have just pulled this book off of in Ficoure it in your
minds eye. Now, count the number of hooks on it

[t is quire likely you can easily picrure the bookshelf, even see
many of the books, or so you would think, Bur as for a counr,
unless one is very gifted wirh a high degree of lucidicy, ic s donbeful
thar you could name the number for certain. The bookshelf, in
YOUT COMSCIOUSnCss, exists not in the same way as it does in the
material world, it exists, again, as a manifestation of consciousness
as perceived. You will likely have a bookshelf in your aseral house,
but no real books will be on it unless you deliberarely express them
there.

This is why it is likely thar elements of the cabin likely express them-
selves, bur not necessarily so. Ir seems to many of us thar there indeed
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is & spatial component to the astral planes but only becanse of experi-
ence—it seems thar coherent travel to places far away from the acual
physical location of the sleeper is quite difficult and almaost impossible
to control. IF there was no spatial component to the astral planes, i
would seem that there would be licde difficuley in craveling from one
astral place that 5 a dear manifestation of a known physical—say one's
home—reo another place thar is well known some distance away. Prac-
tically, however, many of us feel thar distance DOES impact our abilicy
to contain coherence, Also, iF there were no sparial component the
existence of the aseral portals would make very licde sense. Thusly, we
recomimend the idea thar while the astral world has a spacial relztion-
ship o the physical, it is far more of 2 memphor of the physical world
than it is an analog of acmalicy.

It is time for us o discuss the very very important issue of coher-
ence. s narre was hinced ar in the lase experiment, now it 5 dme o

clarify.
Faxercise 3:
Close your eyes. Picrure a book in your mind.
Mow try o increase coherence by
A, What color is the cover?
B. What is the title and author?
C. Open the book tw the 15 page.
I Read the 15 page out loud.

How far could you ger? A pracriced astral traveler needs to easily be
able to manifest level *C", of the experiment, level *D7 will only come
with years of practice, and coherence beyond that can only be accom-
plished by masters with special intent.

MNow the astral hr_'ing,v are masters of conscious coherence, as would

I]L‘ n H.I:ll]'!ll a% TI“: PlH.I]L“.\Z ‘]F CORSCIOWS eSS AR El‘ll’.‘i]’ I'LH.I:llT!I] ]uhitut H.I]CI
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home. They have no trouble manifesting all sorts of forms, alchough
they often have a form that is tppical of them, and more an expression
of their intene then actual form—bur a5 we have said, form and intenc
are often one and the same on the asteal planes. This is ypical espe-
cially of some of the weaker aseral entities encountered by an Astral
Warrior: a typical encounter involves a dark ||Jrkiug form of an entity
uxp-::cring e be able o paml}'?.:: ]r_',-' fear and carch a :||Jick meal—but
when the attack is returned by an Astral Warrior, the being often man-
ifests all sorts of fangs and daws and snarling o defend itself. This too
would make sense as follows from our explanagion. When coherence
exists berween beings encountering the same proximity on the aseral
plane, the manifested objecs muse be “coberent”™ and conain “lucid
intent” to both beings. Thus the fangs and claws—we view fangs and
claws as things thar would damage us, so does the asial being, hence
the projection—and thus the damage is acrnally done, o our aseral
body, which then comes home o the marerial—awmed the wounds in
stme way are absarbed by aur material form.

Without coherence nothing has stable form on the sseral planes,
i11c|urjing the astral traveler. When we enter the astral plancs in our
astral body, our astral body draws irs conceprual coherence from the
material body. This is why it is importane o insise on the material
nature of our existence. Any strr_'ngtlw, skills, weaknesses or maladies
that we have on the material plane will be carried with us onro the
astral plane. This is not o say, however, that if, for example, we were
|J1i55i:|1g 4 |t:g_, that we wouldin't or couldn’t mun across a feld of {rass as
wie I]1i.g]1.|: have onee before we lose the ]%. We could, and IJIiEhI:. We
often do such impossible things in dream states. But we do so concep-
tually as a DENIAL of the marerial reality, we CAN draw coherence
into the denial by a force of will, and thus engage in the impossible,
even things like fighe. And we do so, bue it is a dangerous and bad
habir for a simple reason. We never shake the knowledge thar the
denial is still a denial, and the “coherent denial” is much less stable 2
form and requires far more “lucid intene” to mainmin than would a
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projection thar was a simple, unconscious manifestation of 2 material
reality.

This leads e a discussion of whar one of the grearest daugr_'m of
|r_':1:rni11g these prineiples has been: denial. Many people are deawn (and
draven, as we will see, is the cxactly right word) to esoterie pracrices and
varieries of n_'ligiun and spititualism precisely becanse they have an
sncomfartable matevial veality thae they want to escape. It is of utinost
importance that you ask yourselFif chis has been the case for you or no
before vou delve any further. Ie is eridieally importane thar one under-
stand thar any unresolved problems on the matenal plane WILL pur-
sue one unto the astral, and there will manifest as coberent wealinesses
or vulnershilities. Fundamental, unblinking personal selFunderstand-
ing be realized BEFORE atempring any but che lowest planes—this
self-understanding muse be had of one’s marerial nacore before launch-
ing inte understanding one's conscious narure. v has been believed,
and rightly so, thar most people lack the basic discipline o ke this
responsibility seriously, and this s why these very candid principles
have been for centurics withheld, We only break thar trust roday
because, again, so many people have come o cnsally pursue esoteric
doctrines that are ill-defined and with no guidauc\c and responsibiliny
at all. Lev this o be pou.

You are about o partake in the fiest and primary ricnal of the Astral
Warrior, which will, if taken seriously, |J¢:gi11 T .'.'rn:ugl:hr_'n a coalesce
the conscious self-symbol, so that maincaining coberence of one's self
on the astral planes will be much easier. It needs to become antomarie
and TeQUITIIE NEXT (o 1 effort. This fitual you will immediaeely recog-
fie—such rtals are found in many traditions—the difference here is
thar we will describe to you wacicly what you are srempring w do and
why; why the archetypal presentation is criical, and how o recognize
the resuls of the medicacion. [t will, even if nor carried any further
than the firse seage, grearly increase one’s resistance w predatation on
the astral planes.
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Rarual 1: Mirror gazing,

You will need a quier dark room with no light entering from the
outside. A dark parternless floor is helpful as well. You will need 1o
take a mirror, or several if you have access to them, thar can be
placed so thar one's reflection can be easily viewed. You will need a
single candle, or other poine lighe source, to be placed on the Aoor
in front of you. it on the floor and gaze ar your reflection unril
farigue begins to be a distraction.

The goal here is w see one's body in wraliny, and w know it from
every possible angle of viewing, This allows the aseral body o maineain
coherence and lucid form on the astral plane. e is imperatve o under-
scand one’s physical form in the highese level of resolurion possible,
every muscle, every hair, every wrinkle and every blemish. The point
source of light is chosen so thar other objects within the room are not
seen and thus idensified with the self-symbol, as well as thar poine
source light often accentuates the visual effect of form, making it more
memaorable.

Much will learned from this very fundameneally important ritual.
We will learn char our image of self is likely very vague and poorly
defined. Most of us, before engaging in chis ritual, have no idea of what
we look like from the badke. As fallows, our appearance from the back
to other entities on the astral plane is vague and poody defined, lacking
coherence—ar sensory input. This is why many predatory astral beings
approach from the behind—there they can often foed for some fime
before being detected, much less repulsed. Many people report that
after even one experience with this ricual, the presence of the astral
body in their dream stace is far more pronounced. As well, many noce
the presence of many malevolent ascral entities. We cansfon o nowe that
ohis ritnal swommons nothing, only makes one aware of whar has been
prresent all adomg. . .and hopefully now can be learned o be avoided.

Warch for errors or signs of denial, as these are once again, very dan-
gerous. It is important thar one can observe one’s self in entirery with
an air of calm acceprance, If one feels pangs of disapproval or unarerac-
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tiveness when '-'iml.riug oneself, it is I pOrEAne tw end the ritual immedi-
ately—these real problems will manifest inco the aseral body and there
is no need o furcher consolidate them. Then, before one atempts o
make furcher forays into the aseral wilds it is important o get oneself o
a gy and train one’s material body for the journey, There has never
been, and there never will be, an Astral Warrior who couldn’t have
heen, or likely wasn't, a capable wartior on the material plane as well.
Big biceps, frankly, manifest themselves as symbols of power and effee-
tuallicy on the astral plane. The lack of physical power or prowess,
basic weakness, manifeses imelf as weakness on the astral plane as well,
DO NOT be misled by wishful thinking otherwise—chis is mose
imporcant. Basic mental will does indeed play a part on the aseeal plane
as a strengrh, this is true, bue i often does not carry the same symbaolic
weight as pure physical virality, for we marerial beings, ar lease. If one
truly has a sorong and powerful will, and a weak body (which is almose
never the case as they are almost munally exclusive), strong enough oo
be viable on the astral planes, then ic should be licde trouble o exercise
that will on the marenial plane as well. With due eare, and discipline,
e can engage in a serious exercise routing, and amend the fandamen-
tal problem of the weak hody.

We are full aware that chis admonition is and will be unpopular. We
offer no apologies. We state flaly thar if one hasn't the conrage for the
material plane, one’s home, then the astral plane is certainly NOT for
vou. We know muoch has been said in many tradivions o the con-
trary—we know, but the sources of those taditions thas chicirage
degradation of the physical form for “spiritual” ends we know and
attack as wholly evil. Evil traditions alimost always feed on the weak
and carer to the desire of thar weakness. Step back for 2 moment and
ask a couple of questions. Why would it be thar very physically healthy
people, well fed, well exercised, and living happy healchy family lives
almost NEVER have “visionary” experiences? Why would ir be thar
“visitations” almost always accompany times of farigue, illness or seress?
Why would ic be thar rituals thar encourage “visitarion” experiences
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almost always involve hunger, lack of sleep, harmful substances, or
other physically damaging facrors? Why would it be necessary to
weaken or harm ones self o open doors to supposed “benevolent™ enti-
eics? Does this make any sense at all? OF course not? Not to say that
these ritvals do not WI:J]']-I’.—I:"IL'_}" z.l'.l:i::llnl'c]}r e work—but the doors H&ij.'
apent atre afmsost never ta the sivt of being one expects. It is becanse stressors
do not summon anything, eccept in the manner a dying creature mighe
b said o “summon” vultures. Increasing one’s personal vulnerabilivy
and exposure will have effeers, bur the effeces will almost abways be neg-
ative,

We hear perry casual “shamans”™ of the world snore wich disguse ar
thar starement, but liode do they know who it REALLY is dhat is pro-
recting them from their own folly. There are many dark enrities thar
assume aceraceive forms as well as evil forms. There are some that will
offer “knowledge” and “guidance” for an easy meal. There are some
whio are quite powerful, and can even manifest small physical effect on
vecasion, but there 15 always a cost, often a heavy one. Why should this
be a surprise? These beings are not supernatural, they are natral, and
their motives are as natural as any other being, which mainly means
seriving for their own survival, For most astral entiries this means a
continual atempe o gacher life enengy to keep their form inmer. They
will gee life energy that wherever they can, indluding from you. Human
beings are NOT the top of the Food chain.

What abour, then, the many stories of helping spirits and astral
beings, and revelations from all sorts from otherworldly sources? Let us
Soep back for 2 moment and try T exatmine the situation as rr.':l:i::mahl}r
and dispassionately as possible. Ler us say frst off that chere are many
people who have daimed contace with varons sores of entities. Let ug
consider these people. Let us ask, dispassionarely, as a group, ane these
people healdhy, well adjusted people who are helped by this conrace or
not? OF the informarion thar is given in these contaces, che “special
knowledge”, how much of i is acrually helptul or useful? Why mighe i
be thar the major religions of the world all rejece “spiritualism™ and
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contact with astral ]R:inl._;.li—wh_}' all, with ne EXCepions, foarbid such
activity? Let us be clear thar we are not here making the scoff of a shep-
tic—we are in fact saying that most all of these daims of “contact” are
absolurely valid! The issue we raise, however, is this—are the contaces
actually what they seem? Cerrainly not. Are they significanty helpful
ot important? Rarely.

Onee we step back and think about it, this shoold be no surprise wo
us eicher. Advanced, benevolent people are rare in this the material
watld, why should ir be any different among asteal beings? We have a
deeply entrenched bias that all knowledge thar comes from che realms
of conscionsness 1 somehow “special.”™ Perhaps this has been told us
for centuries by astral beings with the incent w exploir us, and now we
have come w believe i? Why should they be honess with us? Other-
wise, what is it thar they might know thar would be wseful o s in our
marerial exisrence? The material existence appears t be as confusing to
them as the aseral is to us.

It is wery impormane char if one spends much time in the realms of
consciousness thar one awakens one's skills of discernment, and is
hecomes able to recognize various types of “lucid intene” It is often
very difhenlt wo discern, for example, whether the approach of an entiry
on the astral plane is a danger or no. Everyone has the abilicy ro dis-
certt, but our discerning senses are easily fooled. Most of us need
rerraining to re-calibrate our senses before we can,

First off let us say that creatures with benevolent intente never dis-
puise themselves as “evil” beings, but evil beings certainly disguise
themselves as “good.” We need to then start with thar wary caution
and be careful to not embrace everything thar comes our way. This is
not o say that we need oo run from every entity thar appears—bue
among experienced Astral Warriors the consensus is thar thar mose
entities o be encountered are malevolent, many are simply indifferent
Of seein 1ot to pay any arention o human aserl bodies—and andy 2
very few are felpfud Some will insist thar there are NO benevolent
astral beings, ar least in an aloroistic sense. Nor a very romaneic view of
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thie astral world, bt p-::rh:lp.'.' a realistic one. Shll, it is a ledgr.'mL'l:lT that
must be made by oneself, and one that can be made from personal
expericnoe just as it can in ones material existence,

Are you, in your material existence, a guud jndgc of characrer? If s,
those skills will serve you well on the astral planes as long as one carries
no preconecived bias towards the intent of astral enriies. A HiHH:I. judgt:
of character approaches openly, with cantion, and then makes 2 careful
judgement, It is important char we awaken our sense of discernment to
as high a level as possible—it is necessary for both types of existence.

The sense of discernment is tied m larent levels of “lucd intent.”
For example, one can pick up a stone and ask whether it is evil or good.
The question seems curious, for our sense of discernment senses noth-
ing. DO NOT make the miscakee many have made by being misled by
cercain traditions o believe thar the namral stare of anything is eicher
good or evil. Ir s not—che natural stare of marerial existence is newrral,
as of course it must be because it is nor conscous. It is only when
intent and will encers the picrure thar good or evil arises—rhe level of
coherence in lucid intent on the marerial plane is often quiee low in
simple inanimate objecs—even undetectable—more 5o in human
hr_'ing,\:—hnr in the planes of conscionsness all objects are loaded with
it—mare 50 as the astral abject, or being, grows more coherent or pow-
erful. Remember agzin how coherence and lucid incent are tied and
congider: how an evil entity I]1i.g]1|: be able to manifese iself as @ “vagme
benevelent light” ar some such low level manifestation—bur might not
be able to pull off 2 manifestation uf"gﬂud” with a high level of cober-

ence, This

s why Aseral Warriors, as we have seen, greatly develop their
skills of focusing coherence—coherence can often be empressed upon
another object in the asiral realm, and so can disguises be stripped
away.

So then, as we practice learning coherence, ler us understand how o
manifest lucid intene thar is good in narure. This involves a very precise
understanding of the narure of good and evil, something thar most of
us ane very lacking in. Remember thar good and evil, with our under-
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standing, are themselves not forces—as has been told—thar interprera-
tion is somewhar true bur not complere. They are phenomena that
arise when types of lueid incent are mixed with conscionsness and
energy and given motion, Good or evil cannor exist in a steady, larent
state. They only exist as clements of motion or manifestation—this
should not canse any :|::|g|111rir_' qua trels but it is imp::rranl: tr e re-
cise—For coherence,

We will not, in chis discussion, study or attempt o define evil. Coa-
lescence of evil is a skill not to be trifled wich, and can have many neg-
arive effects. As such, we will focus on the namre of “good™ lacid intene
and how it manifests on the marerial plane, become familiar wich it, so
then we carry that coherent bias with us to the aseeal.

Grood then, describes acrion powerad by positive “latent intent” or
astral energy, correct? Marerial energy, being marerial and coneaining
only low levels of conscionsness, is neurral. Remember char “good™ as
defined., can only again exist in animared, dynamic stares. As such, the
manifest phenomenology thar occurs is whar we call “healch.” Mose
precisely, and vsefully, & good action is one dthat promotes health, A
pood living being is one char is a healthy representative of its kind, We

SEATE (ur disr:c:w:ry in Fum.liing positive lucid intent h}r H:Llrjying IS

effect.

Exercise 4: Health Smdy

Artemnpr to find a very healthy example of a living thing. This
can be a plant or animal, bur is most useful if the example s a
human being, as the latent intent will be more coherent. Be very
discerning in choosing an example—we require a very high level of
physical health and firness, bur no conscious malaise either. This is
not a trivial experience, as we will discover—we may find thar we
have NEVER met a truly healthy human being, and this should
give us pause for thought...

MNonetheless, when we choose our case example, we need 1o ergrage
1 an L"XFJIIJ]’“.‘!T:J]’}" mediation with i, Focus t:vpur_'ia“}r on whar the

“lucid intent” thar is present—ryou will u:n:ain]}' be able o sense



18 The Phenomenalagy of Astral Magic

I—EXPICSSes: we mean that in almose a .'.}'mhulic sense, Very careful
ACEEMpE 1o form a familia rity with thatr 5y:|ﬂm|ir.' sense, and then sede it
in other p|1r.x:'.'. Be aware and noce irs CONFPICUONS absence in others.
Laxr]}-'.. cxamine oneself for the s}rmhulic sense of health, The mimar
ritnal is veTy useful for this. IF it s fownd o be lar_'king—agaiu, it 1%

T T I]13.l“: I'.'I:]!IHEL“S.

Omee one has become acoustomed with this mediation, one will
begin to notice the presence of positive latent intene, or its absence in
many places. This is often a very eye opening and difficult rime for
people—rthey will be forced w acknowledge the absence of “good”
from many people and institutions thar we had previously thoughe
benevolent. When we see actions thar people make, neglecring cheir
personal health, neglecting the health of their families, or their rea-
tionships, of the carth and the environmene, we will begin o see what
the batcle of the Ascral Warrior is really all abour, and how incredibly
difficult the task ar hand is. One will also find a new awakened respect
and need for the namral world—thar of forests and oceans—this can
offer grear consolation to those with chis heightened awareness, For a
time at least, for then as one's senses furcher waken one sees the blighe
upon the still vibrant coral reefs and senses che danger, the damage
upon the trees, and the urgency becomes oppressive. .

Mo, before we end this chaprer, we raise a very serious implication
thar places dire importance upon our discussion. These Few paragraphs
ittvolve an aspuct of our existence that is Wery contn wersial, but unl}r 24
those who haven’s walked our p:lt|1. We kenow what we are about to sy
is true, and so will you iF vou walk with ws, but the revelaton will
change your life urrerly. We spealc of it, now, carefully, nor asking any-
one to accept the validity of our smrement unil it is duly considered.

This concerns the natre of the human soul.

The human soul has been taken for granted, although none of us
have ever seen one. The idea of such a dhing probably came from the
dreams of primitive man. Larer scholars and theologians, especially
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Thomas Aquinas, spent a great deal of time pundt:ring the matter, and
basically defined the soul as the “mover™ within the maserial body.
Mot n_'ligiunx would be incoherent without the idea of an immaoreal
soml We have come to aceept the presence of such a soul o be an
uneuestioned given.

These views are more or less correct, but imprecise. So imprecise to
he catastrophic.

It is our knowledge thar human beings do not have a “soul” in the
conventional sense. Thar which has been and is called the soul is the
really the astral body. The asral body is non-remporal, bue ic is NOT
immortal. It can die, or disperse into incoherence, or be deseroyed.
When our marerial body Fails, we reerear ineo our aseral body on the
astral plane. We are then often a bit cranmarized and lose, of course,
unless we are strong and very familiar with whar has happened, and
where we are. What happens next is unknown, but for reasons thar will
follow mose Aseral Warriors believe one of two, or perhaps chiree things
happen. These are:

1) The astral body, incapable of maingaining coherent self-sym-
baol, as the self was never realized duri:ng life due wo denial, gmrju—
ally loses coherence and disperses into nuthiugnr_'s:i.

2) The astral body sheds form for high]y lucid consciousness, in
order to save energy, and reincarnates as a human being once
again, melding with the formative consciousness of an infant.

OR, though this is debared as valid.

3) The astral body joins & larger coherent sysrem.

MNow, whatr we state here is nor necessarily incom pagible with cradi-
tional understandings of most major religions, excepr w say thar an
irmortal pare is not a given and muse be exercised and developed in as
part of healchy material body o successfully survive marerial death,
Among Astral Warriors most of us feel thar we are reincarnared from
earlier lives, bur the reincarnation experience was quite traumacic and
we certainly did nor come through intace or unscathed. We also are



0 The Phenomenalagy of Astral Magic

guite aware that many people never develop L'lmugh coherence in their
lives to pcmihl}' survive death. This puts @ hit of a Erim r_'rjgu i ur
rask, does i not?



Part II: A Discussion of Astral
Magic

Aseral Magic, simply pur, is a manifeseation of lucid intene enerpy
laden enough to coalesce on the marerial plane. This happens sponea-
neously to some degree, as massive social movements within the collec-
tive consciousness cerminly do creare enough energy w produce
pychical manifestation, bur the pracice of astral magic proper is a
conscions and deliberate effort o creare and conerol these effecns.
Many traditions have delved into this realm, many others make use of
these effecs less than consciously—bur the canse, mechanism, and
effect remaing the same in each case.

S0 then, |J1a.gic DCCUTE tmdiriuua]]}r within the concept of wiird.
Wiird is ximpl_}' 4 primitive undt:r.'uraudiug of the force of lucid intent,
direcred rowards an end in a releological sense, and encapsulared in a
symbuolic, heavily neumenous form. The symbolic nature of the wiird
is eritical, for without the symbolism the wiied itsef is not understood
nor received. e is erivical that the recipient of any given “sped” know no
ofly what the symbolism is, bue alse recognize its potency and also
anticipate a resule from the manifestation of this symbolism.

What does this mean, practically? Firse, that the pracrice of any
given form of magic is only effecrive within its engendering colrune. Te
wintld be useless co bring an Olmee Shaman o Scandinavia and expect
the particular and peculiar forms of Olmec practice to be magically
effeciive. The reason for this is simple—as we understand from our
analysis of existence and how the planes interace, it is dear thar luad
intent canngt manifest icself on the marerial plane withour the pres-
ence of a receptive mind char in effect “channels” the wiird, Again, if

21
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the “wiird" s mr_':minglr_'s:i o the recipient, i does nor manifest, A
Scandinavian reindeer herdsman would have no idea whar the varions
nmapges of jade axes and obsidian blades would mean—he mil.__;ht find
them \':IHLIL'I}" E’ighn:ning but that is abour the maximum emorive
impaort that is accessible. 1t is certainly possible for natural and enlaral
magic foring to be effective in other cultures in other minds, bur only
|:h::l|1g|1 patticular mechanisms.

We must consider now the natre of symbolism. Obviously, all
symbalism, as it evolves, must at some point arise through a direcr per-
sonal experience, or perhaps an experience of a small group of people.
As such, the symbolism thar evolves will remain entirely personal
unless an avrempr is made o propagate i At one poine in dme, for
example, it is possible thar human beings, dwelling not far from che
erees thar they just descended from, would have no concepr of the sym-
bol “shark.™ To show a buman being a shark ar this poine in tme
would likely not give rise o any emotive response, undl ar lease the
buman beings learned to fish. Perhaps ar this time the symbol “shark”
wonld stimulare hlmgcr. but seill & minor emotive response. As human
hr.'ingx migved further from the trees, it is inevitable thar some unform-
nate individual suffer a shark amadk, and more impurl:aml].r., either be
seen by others in the arcack or live to tdl abour it 1 the u:||i.ng is effec-
eive and/or the individual involved happens to have a ]1i|._;h natural ahil-
ity in coherence and lucid intent—this symbol of “shark” then is likely
e find its way into the euloure and have an accepred meaning of its
owit, At this point, the symbol and its inherent emotive import cer-
eainly can be used for the deliberate manifestation of astral magic. The
higher the level of cultural neumenosity, the more effective the symbal
can be for che manifestation of aseeal magic.

This is why in primitive culures especially symbolism is mught w
the masses throngh the mechanism of song, poem, or myth, and why
as well thar the moles of the poet, the musician, and the priest are so
closely related—in many ways they are performing the same rask of
sharing—and reinforcing—culmral symbolism. So far as chis goes, this
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in ieself is nor a harmiful practioe and even |J1'Lg]1|: be seen as HECESSArY 00
the coherence of a culture’s il’jt‘l‘ll:i.l:_}"—hll'l‘ 1 Wats [t ]ung before certain
individuals learned thar .'.'_}':mlm]x could be mauipu]zrcd, accentuated, or
repressed o effect the receprivity of the culture ar |:1ri_|'-|_~—T|1¢:u: manip-
ulations then, allow certain desired forms of receplivity o be cre-
ated—and this, of course, was offen done deliberately for peramal ends.

Mow, consider what must ocour for aseral m:lgir_' iy be przr_'l:iwd.

Az One must locare or more likely creare appropriare culnral
imagery.

B: Ome must creare or more likely force receptivity to this imagery,
C: One muse then manipulate the astral effecr.

: The astral effecr, when expected and received, s coberendy
reinforced and manifested.

Remember no that receptivity to astral phenomena with the mate-
tial plane is dependent directly on one's physical health and coherent
posicive lucid inrent. IF one stands frmly in coberence, it is nearly
imp-em.'ihlr_' fire any but the most dirul_'r s'rnmg as'rra] phmulm:n:l to pen-
etrate one’s psyche.

frndamenrally on the i .ﬁmi!:ﬁ or mm.fzna:s nf :E'e E:ggs." 111Lh is

why there is no such thing as “whire magic” and all magic, ar its core, is

harmful, predatory, and evil. Magic in any form must perpemare, or at
the very least exploir, the weak within a socicry o have any power at
all. This makes it a certain deliberare choice against life and healtch, and
why the Astral Warrior strives againse any of irs forms,
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Consider the wiird of this most basic, childlike, narural spel...

He fover me.
He foves me not,
He foves mie,
He foves me not,
He loves me,
He loves me noe,

HE LOVES ME!

A .‘il.'K.‘]. one asks? OF course, althuu_gh nor a p:lrricula.r effective or
powerful one. The wiird of the spel is an arcempt o derive confidence
and enchant with beanty, this is done thmugh the ritual sacrifice of a
Hower, a cercain ﬁ_'rl:ilit}' 5}"[IJ|.1HL and effected T]u’uugh the means of
chant, which has eraditionally been used since time immemorial o
accentnate coherence. The receptivity is a gi\'r_'n—thc lack of conh-
denee is the reason the spell is performed, and its remedy s the intent.
Again, one should nor expect great things of this spel, as it is simple
and childlike in all irs effecrs, as well as only marginally harmful, bue
comsider when the basic message is refined and codified into the con-
text of a cultural religion.

Consider these excerpts from the Plrva-riga

The gi:r] and the woman
bownd in ane hr_'in.g

25
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the gir| puts up her hair,

the woman lets it fall to cover her breasts;

the girl reveals her arms,

her long legs, innocently bold;

the woman WIS her shawl mu:lc‘.\'rl}r about her,
her apen g|znu: a lietle veled.

Restless feer, a blush on the young breasts,

hint ar her heart's disquics:

behind her closed eves

Fama awakes, born in imagination, the god.

Vidhd pasd says, O Krishna, brideproom,
e pasient, she will be broughe o yon.

This secrion, a shore pare of 2 lengrhy Hindu prayer devotional, in
which the young shepherd girl falls helplessly in love wich the kingly
Krishna may be seen as much more effeciual. The intent here is dear
and explicit. The cultural convexe is created within the exploitation of
young gifds, as well as is provision make for the manifestation of the
Krishna image made in an man capable of manifesting the astral power
of the Krishna image. The receptivity is assured as the shepherd girl
comes from an environment of great poverty and lack—che effect of
the wiird is complete. Poctry is used as it is reinforcing of the mocif, the
symbaolism s as nenmenous as culturally possible. This is the sort of
thing that simple childhood spels may evolve o if time and dedicarion
is applied. Many examples of this sort of poctry can be found inoare.

With this example in mind, we will proceed to discuss several
impaortane and large scale manifestations of astral magic within our cul-
ture. The examples are chosen deliberarely becanse they are mor com-
monly considered vo be magical effecrs—and serve well o illuserare
certain principles. In each case we will disouss the mechanism involved,
how the spel is communicared—the significance of the embedded
wiird—and also we will discuss dhe likely lucid incent invelved. Some
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cases will be purc]].r self-destructive illness and ps}rr_'hnxix, other cases
will be direcred and malevolent intention to r_'xpluit, enslave, or
dt“.\‘rm}-’. Lt will b hupud that the stadent in each case will rr_'r:c:lgui:'.r_' his

0ar ]1.1L'l !llJ‘PlHEJFiZ.l'C PCSPONSE M El‘ll’.‘ P]H.'I]‘] Imeena.

EVP: Electronic Voice Phenomena

Ler ws consider firse a classic case of self-symbolism existing with the
personal sphere. Most of us have heard of the pracrice of arrempting o
record voices from beyond through the use of magneric ape record-
eri—simply leaving the recorder to run in a “likely” environment, ie.,
a “haunced house™ or “graveyard”, The observed phenomenology is
simph:—thc appearance of curions, :|i$jui.|m.~d or distored voices do
indeed appear upon playbade. Most often these voices are assumed o
be those of the deceased or of otherworldly spiries.

We put a study into the phenomena when it first appeared in the
middle part of the century, when wire recorders fiese appeared, with
surptising resuls. The source of the voices s not what one would at
firse anticipate. Let us state ar Arst the nepical psendo-scientific explana-
tion for the appearance of the voices s absurd, and made by those
whaose knowledge of conventional circuiery is less than comprehensive,
There is an assumprion that the “spries” somehow make an electromag-
netic pulse thar the magnetic recorder resolves as voice. This is silliness,
as magnetic tape recorders do nor record electromagnetic energy—they
record spmd—and sound i nor an elecrromagnetic phenomenon,
Sound is 2 kinetic phenomenon cansed by the movement of inertial
vibration through a medivm—in the cases of our cars this medinm is
typically air—and the microphone is simply a diaphragm thae is
moved, like @ speaker in reverse, as the impulses of air strikes it 1F the
microphone can record it, the human ear can hear it IF as commuonly
is stated, that “ghosts” somehow manipulate EM energy, and do so
coherently, this would be easily verified as the wpe recorder itself
would the prove unnecessary, and voice images would appear on the

tH.l.'K.‘ 14y marter 'IN‘I“:I.']H.'I (all } I'lI]i[IH.. rurn i.l]g.. I.'JI’.'iI'lE r::u]rd.u:l, I:Jl.H:I'lI’.'I:I IFIHIIH
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a wrapper or no. As for the rape head ieself, it does record in MAFETic
patterns, but for a “ghost” o record on the tape head, it would have to
eleceronically modulate the encoded signal. Not assuming char most
“Ehuh'th'» are adept electronics engineers, especially those from the
18(MY's, it is doubtful thar chis would be the case. As for an ulr:r.'tr::mag—
nete pulsr_' that would somehow effece the rapw itself, any u:lagm:ric
field strong L'lmugh to write the tape will wnwrite anyphing else on it
Casserre tapes are indeed erased by placing chem near serong mag-
nets—ir is very unlikely chat these explanations have anything two do
with the phenomena,

And so was the case, as we discovered, What we discovered was A2
the peaple involved in malding the arrempes ar recording inevitably had
a serong personal lack char drove them o need w atempr o communi-
care with the dead. B:) Believed from che start in otherworldly symbaol-
ism, believed in a conventional soul, and in convenrional death
explanations—believed in ghosts and graveyards as well. Co) Also very
much expecred some sore of resul, or the effor would nor have been
undertaken. The student ar this poine can certainly see the .li|.'|f-gr.'m:r—
ated framework for the manifestacion of a spel—the wiind image is
complete and fertile. What we observed from the outside, uninvolved
in the project was this: The group would approach the site, the equip-
ment would be sec up. The recorder would be ser to ran. The group
would sit quietly and listen, or entrear any present enities o speak.
Nothing would happen for a while, and then suddenly & member of
the group would uteer a sErange VIHICE, f}rpica]]}r 4 sentenos I-ragmr_':nr.
Mo one else in the group would seem to notice—they behaved as if
they never heard the uterance. This would ceeur on occasion within
intervals, and then the experiment would cease. The experience was
very much like one ohserves of ecstatic urrerance or “speaking in
congues” like one mighe see with cerrain Christian groups or within
certain African rmals, excepr that it was ericical to the rige that me ome
el heard the uttevance. An as expecred, within the mles and the under-
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standing of the group, ne one did, or at least behaved a5 no one else
did.

So the spel worked within che entire group. Not only did the spel
effectively create the symbol of otherwordly speech, that a strange
message would come from the unknown, but also fulfilled the expecta-
tion that the message would only appear on che tape as coming from an
outside source. Be certain to understand ar this point that we are not
claiming thar this phenomena is nor reall We are stating thar the
recorder recorded nothing bur the voices of the proup—but the group
using asrral magic cast spel on ieself causing ic to channel the wiird phe-
nomenon withour its own knowledge, Were the members of the gronp
channeling their own symbaolism or acal aseral locid inrene Mose
likely both, ar tmes, although likely much more of the former than the
latrer. Is this rechnique an effective means for gathering informarion of
the otherworldly? Hardly—channeled information is invarably o
tainced by the personal symbaolism of the recipient w be of much inger-
est or use. ls this a healthy or construcrive acrivity culturing positive
lucid intent. From this perspective, while not as overtly harmful as
some activities might be, it is certainly selfdestructive, and as so, cer-
tainly a choice againse life and lighe,

The hidden effects of the phenomena of prayer.

Let us consider now the cradition of prayer. Especially, and carefully,
ler us consider the case of petitionary prayer. Ler us consider it from
within the conpext of popular Christianity—uwhere one petitions one’s
pod o aid or grane a special favor. How does this make sense wichin
the context of a just and loving god? Would a just and loving god
ignore a need thae existed juse becanse no one asked to fll i2 Would a
just and loving god grant “wishes” like a grand leprechaun or a djinn?
Why would the prayer of one person, a dozen people, or a million peo-
ple make any difference o @ just and loving god, as if justice was some
sort of popularicy contest? These ideas, although populady held and

r_':ipuu.liu:l, ane u]wi::lu.'.'l_}' .liull'-n.x:n-'ing denial manifestations. A Just and
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loving god would do what was best and wisest regardless of anyone
asked or not. 1Fa g::d ANSWers peritionary prayer, ic is evidence certain
of an wafst nature, Do we wish to embrace this inevitable condusion?
Yet prayer fas effecs, case study afrer case sudy shows thae there are
real physical phenomena effected by large group prayerss—is there
really a capricions god that does grane wishes in return for the appro-
priate quantity of groveling? No, we say, of course not! Racher, we
explain that prayer is a powerful form of aseral magic wich grear neu-
menasity and highly embedded cultural tradicion, and dhe wiird it car-
ries is indeed immense with power.

Prayer within a religions raditon works when the religion ielf makes
sick. This is where the power of prayer comes from. Both the sickness
and the cure are contained within the symbol of the wiird—che spel is
in the expectation of the cure coming from faith. Bur withour that
faich the vicim would have never been sickened—in the cise of “athe-

whio are not healed by fith—ir is because in their case their illness
are not caused within the effecr of religion—why would we expect
faith o cure?

Recognine that at the core of many rcligi:::n.'.' is the concept of the
morification of the fesh—a conscious and deliberare choice againse
physical existence for the Eray miscs of the otherworldly. The manifes-
cation of any given [Jlu:n::un.unu]ug}r is dependent on che implicit
embedded existent intent. What &5 chis embedded intent? We may
derive the nature of the lucidity by uhﬁunring how it presents coalesced
coherence. [n this case, the presentation of a choiee againse life is clear
in the :|1'|.ur|1]1u|.u|g.-' of evil—always in any case a choiee apainst health.
Prayer then, in the case of the petition for cerain, is a selfcentered
denial - manifestation evincing 2 dear  choice againse light and
life—repardiess of the shining costime of holdiness it daves to masguerade
wefehin. ..

Many may not appreciate our exegesis, yet we stand by irs raional
explanative validity. One who desires o train as an Asiral Warnior
must make a careful examination of the role of any given religion and
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ask whether its effecrive manifestarion is o redeem or to enslave. This
1% nor a h}rpu:hr_'ticnl uestion, neither is this a theoretical question,
This is an entirely practical question—Would the individuals involved,
the Faithful, be betrer with or without their Bith? And when this ques-
tion is asked, it muse be done so carcfully, meaning entirely with, or
enitirely without—as in an innocent natural stare—the Faith in ques-
tion. In most cases it quickly becomes clear thae mose religion reguires
poverty, sickness, awd despair for i propagation and exiveence. And as
such, an Astral Warrior must ask whether or not religion in many cases
has a vested interest in perpernating pain to perperuare iself. Whether
a creed that canses illness so thar faith may shine in healing makes sense
within the context of a hatred of life and physical existence. Again, it
wiuld be wise for the student to make a careful study of these observa-
vions. [ris wise, as well, to proceed here with che greavest of caution, as
the wiird contained here 15 of immense culral neumenosie—and 5o,
many of the most powerful of evil aseral beings ride npon is vestmenes,
Oe must be well prepared indeed o dare o delve wichin these cham-
bers of darkness.. .

Hypnosis:

Mow we consider yet another manifestation of Astral Magic, thar is
practiced within yet a different segment of culoure and sociery, yet by
this poine che student will cerrainly recognize the familiar parcern of an
astral spel. Hypnosis has come to be accepred by most as a viable, cred-
ible means for therapy and even the trearmene of disease. We, again,
make no daims that the pracrice of hypnosis i ineffecal. It is cer-
tainly effecrual. Rather, we do and will question whether or not it is
constructive. This discussion we make now.

Consider again the environment that hypnosis is used in. Neardy no
one goes to 4 hypnotist unless there are serious problems in their
life—either psychosis or physical maladies. It would be foolishness o
seck  treatment for being wo happy. The  practicing  environ-

ment—much like Prayer—is 4 Service o the r_'rip‘ph_':l. Withourt illness,
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there would be no need for hypnosis. The pracrice of hypnosis is
dependent on illness for its existence,

Consider now the imagery that is conveyed—as least popularly—to
the patient from the hypnotist. The priesthoad imagery of the medical
industry is profound, for certain, and in p:i}rdmlnt:,- and hypnotherapy
for certain it 1% strong. A perition i made to the pricst/doctor. An infe-
FIOF, ai ar_'ul}rrc. imakes the appﬂimmcnr and Hua:rd.'.' access to the prit:-.'n’
docror. Within the inner sanctum of the doctor's office, every atempe
at the amplification of neumenosicy is made. Ofen wooden pan-
els—afren the couch as an altar image—ofren the degrees and the wallis-
mans of power—such is the brazenly immodest display of superiorioy
thar might make the oribal shaman blush.

The patient is made to submic entirely o the will of the priest/doc-
tor—ithe hypnotherapy is dependant on the patient willing offering
utter receprivicy o the sugpestions of the docror. . _can we nor see a pat-
rern emerge ar this poine? OF course. Whart is the narure of the lucid
mene?

This can be more difficuls o discern. In many cases, as we have seen
already, the culoure of neumenosity must be previously created for the
“trearment” to work—in other words—the problem must be creared
sov the solution can present itself, This is certainly the case much of the
time with hypnotherapy, as it was with prayer—that without the cul-
rural image symbolism that allows hypnotism to work—the maladies
on which it is effective wenld never bave exised.

A this point it would be well to remind ourselves of the fundamen-

tal eruths of the Astral Warnior,

The Fundamental Truths nf the Astral Warrior:

Thar we as human beings are material beings. "We arose from mar-

rer; to marter we always rerurn. Fhose sodo sqy elieoier choose deark,
Our self-symbaol, our porenrially immoreal non-marerial part,

our spark of consciousness thar separates us from our brothers the
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rees and the stones, is yer again a reflection of our matenal realicy.
Thase i say eleewise chope dearh.

Thart we thar choose light, life, and positive lucidity always must
strive effectually rowards lighe, life, and positive lucidicy. To refrain
from lifting one’s hand in the presence of evil s 1o be evil. Thase
1w sy elventie chomse death,

We choose always the cowrse of health and Life. Positive lucidicy
only manifests health and life. To choose elsewise s o choose
dearh. These thiy chonse elieuniie choeie death

That we swear erernal hostility to all those who choose against
health and Dife for death, aganse those who choose against freedom
fior ferters, against those who choose againse strength for weakness,
ggainar those thar choose against truth for lies and sweer deceirs,
Thase s swear ather allepiances chosse allepiances with death.

Can we see a parcern of choices againse life and health emerging?
Where do we see allegiances being made, and to whom? OF course. Ler
s continume

Again, as we previously scared, these examples were chosen o be
presented as they were of types nor commonly considered o be magi-
cal effecs. Yer, upon examination, the shared mechanism is glaringly
obvious, Onee we move from these example w0 more conventional
forms of magic, as shamanism, as roremism, as witcherafr and druidism
both ies eradinonal and modern forms—he mechanism ar work only
becomes more clear. We have learmed by now in our pracice chae
much thar moves under the guise of goodness and lighe is noc whar it
seeims—uwhy should this shock ws? Would we expect evil to announce
its presence openly? Would we expect evil not o wear masks? [F evil
wete to wear a mask, would not the most effective mask for it o wear
be that of goodness and lighe? Yet we now having studied cthe wiird
hehind much of what we see can certainly see the choice against health
and life—and the hatred of the universe driven h}r the cold heart of the
otherwordly.

Much evil indeed can be worked by chis common ruse—io deny the
people food so they bless che king when he offers rations from his per-
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sonal Lw::rﬂuwinh; grainery. T reach people that they are despicable so
they bless grace. To impoverish so the people are thankful for a menial,
thll]-dL‘.‘iEl’Lh}"il‘lH k. To enslave so that the people cherish their week-
end of vacation once a year.. .again, the pattern is obvious. We must
look bold in the face of the lucid intent thar drives these amroc-
tics—there are many, many forms of manacles, many ways to hind,
many ways to crush and destroy. Given enough pain—anyone will beg
and plea for dearh and che “release” and escape to the pray mists of the
otherworld. And we would call chis feith? As if a beating is the best way
o increase morale. .

When we examine the scope of some of these cularal manifesta-
tions, we can only assume thar the strong coherence within their imag-
ery can only be the resule of the influence of a powerful lich, We have
discussed the lich before, but it is wise o reconsider now. The lich is
basically a buman being, often very powerful and influential on the
marerial plane during life, thar capably manifeses a very powerful self-
symbal, so much so thar after death is capable of deliberately REFUS-
IMNG to reinearnate and seays on the asral plane in char staze, suppore-
ing itselF by astral cannibalism, Obviously some sort of ecernal energy
is required to maintain form on the astral plane—herefore the lich is
often voracious and exeremely predatory. Becanse the lich it under-
stands human beings and human nature far more effectively chan most
astral beings, as it once was one, it often manifests dever and insidions
disguises chat greatly aid ies pathering of energy. Liches are often
humans who once demonseraced  powerful skill in grappling and
impaosing their will over other astral beings. Liches are not only dever
and ericky, bur they also are likely o have astral slaves thar aid them
and help chem in cheir deserucrive pursuic of life energy.

We as Astral Warriors have cerrainly learned by now thar a favorice
erick of the lich is to pose as a “reacher” offering special insighe or skills
and favors, usnally in mm for certain actions on part of 2 human pare-
ner. These actions may or may not appear benign, bur cerinly in
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every case the effect of the actions are negative to the heath and meneal
stamina of the human parmer, and are demanded for the express pur-
prose of |Juking thar human [rartmer more vulnerable prey. This is wh}r
fa.lil:ing.. certan toxic planr Dul:lrpmmds, activities that cause extreme
fal:igu.u, ete., are Favorine “rr_':||:|t:vtx" of the lich, as we have mnlg_nin:d o
be commaon within the practice of aseral m:lgir_'. W can noe be oo elear
abont this posnt! Be t:xtrr_'|114_'|_}" suspect of iy aseral entity that asks one
to engape in any activity thar damages one’s health in any way, or inter-
feres with one’s senses or cognition. These activities all harm one's
resistance, confuse one's self-symbol and cerainly do nothing neces-

sary to aid astral cravel. They only aid the devives of ohe lich.

Liches are especially difficule becanse thar the majority of them were

engaged in one or another serong religions cradition during life (which,
of course, can help build a cerrain sorr of self-symbol) and ofen canry
thar rapestry with them afrer death. The most dangerous and evil liches
are those whao, afver following a life of dedicarion found the experience
after deach to be not what chey expecred, and they stay much our of a
sense of anger and resencment, even revenge, chough ic is not certain of
revenge among whom., Stll, they often use the same symbolism that
they used in life, and often even visit the same arcas looking for the
same sort of people they knew in life. This ready bateery of already
strongly established symbolism, of course, makes manifestation of
coherence quire easy for them on the astral plane, and makes encoun-
ters with liches much more lucid than is average among astral beings. IF
one Ands oneself in an encounter with a aseeal umir}r where the asteal
objects and environment are highly stylized and symbolic, and the
astral entity itself is quite lucid—especially if the encounrer carries
serony religious overrones, be very, very cantious. e is best to arrempr
o wake immediarely, gee up, and go for a walk to oy to break any asso-
ciation that might have been made. Liches are pery hazardons creamures
and most Astral Warriors will not acempt o deal wich them withoue
aid—aeicher should you, ar least for now.
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The following is a reconnt of a lich enconnter from a recent astral
.:ampaign.

<o 48 soas velaiively easy for mee to make wmy way fo chird plane wnac-
casted, s svprised at whis, for the last several artempts bad cevtaindy
dreen very well guarded arnd the way bad been very difficnle—if it bad
weat been for the support af my compeanians § wold bave never bad
made progress this deep. Vet, the imagery of the bartles bad been dis-
turbing indecd—ihe entities bad chasen their morphalogy well—ibe
fucid fngent bad been projected in hideous forms that ceveainly were
very diffienly for me to embrace—he precise mature of the artack
Birred it the grear bartle was pet o come.

Emerging on the thivd plawne, I was ssvprised to see a lush mowniain
valley i the verdant bloem of carly summer. §was expecting the cold-
ness of the void with an artiface feve and there—iahe warmth af the
it fivest air s @ shock. st for @ moment on @ rock outcrapging
avel surveyed the surveunding. A very powerful and coberent manifes-
tation this ane we, fav, for beyond my capacity. § made @ deliferare
efftrt to squelch any fear. Sheathing the short sword and stringing my
drses frs the marnner of the bunter § b been centuries ago in the fields
and favests of Gaul, [ dvew my best avvow to the siring and moved
doen the sbvisus frail towards the valley flovr.

1 miade caveful way for whas seemed fitee howrs, T lenew vy physical
by must be growing wealk with the strain and that meant my soales-
cence war lileely threatemed, b knowing [ war well grarded and that
b madde way this far § deliberately forged abead. The trees af the
mountainside gave way to a valley fisor and & meadow with ¢ mean-
dering stream—i walked beside the banks for a short while, alert.

Ulsterly aleve af the dearblilee silence af the place, the mineral esence
af the trees, and what might have beewn the faint ador af carrion now
stifling warm aiv.. ] was lonsivg wey batele with fear and J fwew . ..

The wansan stond bevide the well, dvaudag warer fFom an wrn in to
twhat could andy be a vimal chalice of some forgotten vive. Flaudessly
beaurifil, | bad never enconntered a being so witerly comprised of hare
il anger towsrds fife. She turned to me with the ook of witer malice
on her fiace, gave @ grim wod, and with wneartbly speed tool three steps
toepards me and sruck before T could as much a5 poove o G the
Goee—I felt the bones in my face and vight showdder crnsb under the
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sngaeily fovee af ber bloe—belpless T ovwnpled. { bad never saffered an
attack so violenr—I war cevvain §owas finiobea—1 folt the cobevence
rushing out af my form and the colad iy of confiesion coming over me.

This eovs the evned, § s covtain—1 vemencher irying to tell rapself some-

shing bur cowld andy babble. ..

The warrior in the story survived, bur the blow effectively ended his
combative career. The lich in question was of an origin we never dis-
covered—bur the student will be interested ro know thar che campaign
involved researching some perverse wiccan midwifery char had resulred
in a number of harmed and disabled children, We suspecred thar the
lich involved, once a human woman, had been barren in her life and
her resultane bitterness and hacred of the injustice of existence had
driven her o chis form. The imagery of the valley and ies obvious fertil-
ity symhbaolism were easy clues—as were the forms of the guardian enci-
ties, a]r]mul._;h the imagery of these was more dis‘tnrhing than we would
choose to now disouss. A second areack was made by the aseral house,
the resule of which was incondusive, but the nature of the chalice in
question as ascertained. A rial cup, no less, St none other than ane
ssed in soome forms of Chistian infant baption. Some might now feel
pains of pity for this lich LT::-aTl:lr::—ﬁglﬁ]}-' g0, a% some of us affirm life
and do not choose to hare—bue the evil of chis lich was cereain and
utterly descructive to innocent children. Sadness indeed is appropriase
toy feel, wer our duty to all thar which loves life and existence must sieel
o resolve,

OF course it is failure and cragedy char creares the resentment and
hatred of life char engenders and empowers the unearchly. 1f ic were no

for imself, evil would nor exise a curious paradox for certain bur the

ultimare vulnerabilicy of evil is thus revealed. e is indeed the inherent
injustice of life, somewhere, unremedied, that is the seed thar ereares
hatred of life—we may even see this response as somewhar reasonable,
Yer all of us ar some point fall vietim to the injustice of like—but
remember that many of us unjustly receive undeserved good as well as
undeserved bad. It is the unremedy thar hardens the injustice as we
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embrace it—do we nor as cognitive huing recopning that it is our duty
e aid those less fortunave—to as much as possible remove the injus-
tice?—do we not TeCOgnize do so 15 the most effecrive means of pre-
venring evil? Unremedied injustice only breeds ieself—it relies on itself
for gmwt]l—ir is selFcreative, Interesting indeed that the same symbaol-
isin crecps into astral magic as well, that ehe spel requires the inherent
:|:1r|:|:1g:: it causes oo even offect 3 remedy. OF course, if evil intensifies to
the pure haered of life and a desire to end all existence, to even end the
existence of evil isself—and unarrested it invariably does—then there is
not much o do o effear remedy. One can only mke up arms and resise,
or destroy.

And o recognize, and remember, again thar wo unjustly receive too
much, unwarranred, and to not give it away or share is just as muoch
evil as to steal. Iris again, w embrace injustice, and a choice againse life
and light, Mesr will rejece this realizy, as most secle self-centered denial,
but for ourselves, this srance of denial is noe an oprion.MWealch is
indeed the single grearese cause of poverty—poverty is the single grear-
est canse of :il:Fﬁ.'ring and il heath—and .liuﬁi:ril:g and ill-health the
reason that most deny their truly haveful existence and reach instead o
the gray mists of the otherwodd. There is much truth indeed o the

ancient pr n-'r_'rl:l—mrme_}' I the rogt qf‘dff el



Part 1V: Combating Astral
Magic

By now we can see how the understanding of astral magic, how it
wirths, why it works, and why it is invariably descructive is very impor-
tant o the pracrice of the Astral Warrior, We have discussed a few
manifestations of aseral magic—manifestations which one mighe no
have assumed as magic before reading the rexe—but by now the eell-
tale rrademarks of the parcers should be obvious. People have assumed,
popularly, thar magical rechniques have been lose or hidden, Hardly
the case—the practice of magic is more prevalent today than ever
hefore in history. The magic of staves being cast down and rumed ineo
serpents is likely past, as our cultural symbaols of power and neumenos-
ity have changed—but far more powerful spells are cast roday on mil-
lions of people, more than the Abraxal Mages would have ever
considered possible. We have discussed the spel, and the wiird. We
have discussed the critical importance of creating the environment of
the spel to have meaning, Do we wish to consider now the gypical
automaobile commercial? The orpical music video? The typical cine-
matic block buster? Do these convey 2 wited? Many do. Many of these
now the student is equipped to recognize. Ie is the responsibilicy of the
Aseral Warrior o perceive and as much as possible alleviare the effeces
of these.

Omne of the most effective ways to begin combaring che negative
effecrs of magic is o disaffirm the neamenosicy of the conveyed wiird.
1F the wiiird no longer is perceived as culourally valid—the wiied looses
potency. Eventually the wiird disappears. There are spel forms that
would have been devastatingly effective a thousand years ago that roday
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would nor have an effect ar all. We have discussed this—again the
wiird must be culturally neumenous—ic must carry significant emotive
impaort within its symbaolism, it must be swe-inspiring and meaningful
in some degree. We are not here to teach magic, we are here to reach to
fight it—but consider: what are the most powerfully neumenous sym-
bols in our world? 1t is foolishness to assume that the warode of woday
wears tobes and waves wands—these symbols by and large have
become laughable w us and are depraved and impotent. No, the war-
rior mages of today case cheir spel into the movements of high altinde
bombers, into the movements of currency markers and  soock
exchanges—ineo anything with e, physical destructive power. Cer-
eainly, there are small scale effeces char one mighe consider maore tradi-
tional—the casting of curses and the like—bur this sore of work s
inevirably the business of minor encitics. No, indeed major magical evil
moves very powerfully with the mighe of nations behind ic. We muse
not underestimare the namre of our sk, It is indeed a bande for whart
the universe will inevicably mean. .

It is & curious effect of wiied upon consciousness. 1F we receive and
accept the wiird—if we belicve—for us the wiird is effective and neu-
menous. 1, however, an entity attempts to force 3 wiird and its con-
veved lucid intent upon ws—to resise we muse not only not believe, but
the invading entity must alio believe we do mar believe, IF the enrity has
sufficient power and has coherent enough ludd intent—our weak
belief will simply be swept away. There are many eases of this sore of
plu:n::lmr_'lu within the accounts t]F]Tl:IHi.I’.‘.. but one of the most abvions
and well known example comes from a biblical souree. A well kiown
new testament story accounes of 2 group of men who went abour “east-
ing our demons” using “Jesus” name"—obviously a powerfully neo-
menous wiird of the dme. As the account proceeds, the proup
encounters a particularly dangerons entity who—when presenved with
the |esus symbol responds “Jesus | know, but who are you?” and pro-
ceeds o artack. It is clear From this eample of our poin—coherence
and thus belicf were lacking, thus che spel rendered ineffecnual.
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The effectuality of 2 spel can therefore be artacked by two ways—hy
artacking the lucid intent directly by astral means, or by anempting o
invalidate the symbolism of the wiird. In many cases it is can be very
effective to simply attack the validicy of the wiird—especially if the
wiird is immature and not yet archerypal. A weak magical form may be
invalidated simply by mocking it—if the intended victims no longer
find the symbolism nenmenous or emotive but simply preposterously
funmy—the wiird is effecrively deseroped. The word “abracadabra™ is
an excellent example: once a cabalistic word of great power, conveying
a very effective wiird symbol—ir is now wday the silly magic word of
children and cartoon characrers. Many magic forms have been elimi-
nated by this rechnique, and the Aseral Warrior should cercainly not
forger thar this simple approach can amend many minor evils. There is
indeed something symbolically beantiful in the ace of destroying evil
with langhrer—we would do well o write chis meaning into our ani-
verse,

Suppose a more complicated example ar this case—the automaorive
industry. The automotive industry containg some of the most evil, life
destroying elements active in the world coday—a culture has been cre-
ated that relies upon the automaobile irs appetite for health destroying
oil—che receprivity is obvious. We, many of us, have indesd ﬂ:rgﬂl‘rcn
howe to walk, Many people, if not most, equare a car with 2 major por-
tion of their self-symbol—with a grear pare of their self worth ar the
very least. This insures the death Fragmentation crawma of many will be
severe, and the resuleant evanescence will be complete. This is very
dever of the evil involved, the inherent ontological duality of the
einbedded wiird speaks ro s end.

We believe we need a car and the car makes us beceer. This may feed
an inherent choice against life from the stare, bue beyond, the evil is
compounded by the inherent lie and denial manifestation within, This
deception is made difficult by the toral mranslucency of consciousness,
That which offers isself self~deception muse be aware of ics deceparion at
ar least some level, since the being of consciousness is also comscrons of
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fa.ﬂ'ng. We may e able to strikee ar chis, for certain, but the wiird of the
antomobile is amplified by the pure physical reality tha ir is diffcule to
live in American society without one, Even so, we might be able to
convinee some that there is some inherent malaise within the sym-
bol—and a great deal of mistruth and denial. Most of the time, as well,
we muost address these fssues on a personal level and make personal
responses with appropriate symbolism.

But when the spel has been devised o exise with che wiird of arche-
type, the problem is cermainly more diffcult. 1 i likedy not possible w
destroy or belirde the power of archerype. The symbaols thar archeype
are based on are often inherently valid—chey are based on acrual phys-
ical realicy central to our existence. We cannor deny the symbol of
mather, nor of ocean, nor of moentain, neither can we deny the power
of darkness, nor pain, nor claws and reeth. These exise, they are power-
ful, and always will be. Grearer magic always is worked wichin these
symbols—and they are nearly adamant and erernal.

In these cases, when facing archerype, the symbol cannor be
denied—as w artempt o deny the symbol would be a denial manifes-
eacion itsel £ This, of course, is not an option available to us as inregrivy
is our keystone of strengeh, We must then wrestle the manifestarion
upon the uneven bartlefield of the aseral planes—where we as material
beings frankly scand ar a grave disadvantage—and resise the lucid
intent with the conscionsness char wills it It is here where we involve
curselves in the actual practice of astral combat, a ropic which we have
hithereo referred to only loosely. With the assumed background of the
previous two work, “Techniques of Astral Combas” and “Resisting
Astral Artack™ —with the necessary practice in ricual and the under-
scanding of the basic rechnigues of projection—rthe studene may well
be ready w proceed. By chis poing, the personal selfsymbaol should be
coalesced enough that lucid intent i auomaric and formal in initial
projection—aone’s healech should be improved enough thar deliberare,
controlled projection s nearly withouwr effore and achieved ar will.

Bemember, if one must sy to progect ar bas diffiewlty, obis & for plysical
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Frealth reasons—and fmprovement of one’s physical bealth s the ey, One
does not need o learn to have “our of body experiences.” For a healthy
human being, natural projection is neardy a nightdy experience. The
fact thar many of us have difficulty is a restament to how poor our
health has become. We must be aware of the lucid intent E:lmjucl'cd |:|].r
those who make their living reaching what should come naturally—ic
is as iF we would break children's legs to reach them o walk with
crutches. Yer we can see by now thar dhis degriction for fo own sake 1
critical and core o any manifestation of evil—we as students of health
now recognize these signs and their inherent eleological rrend.

But on to projection proper. Astral projection occurs spontaneously
a5 one falls into various phases of sleep, and like sleep cpeles we have
projection cycles in which the “conscious” or “lucid”™ form of projec-
tion is most easy o achieve. For different people chis is different rimes
of the night—for some v is in the initial sleeping hours, bur acrually
for very few. For many people, a shore afternoon sleep is much more
effecroal ar producing powerful astral stares—chis is reasonable when
we understand char our physical power and energy is ar a very high
stare in the mid-afternoon as well. For others, however, the carly hours
of the morming are much more powerful. It depends on one's
makeup—and astral houses generally atrempt o have a misture of peo-
ple within them as cerrain hours are more effeerive for cerrain types of
campaigns.

Ohnce again we feel the need o restace the fact that healtfhy biman
beings profece vegnlarly and sponsaneously. Again, there is no need o
learn o project. For healthy human beings, who have lived a healthy
life, they have experienced regular projections cheir entire life and have
never given it a second thought. They see this nightly event as typical
and ordinary. Often che aseral travels they experienced were rather
mundane, as they had no unhealthy imagery or symbolism to give the
experience a flashy and otherworldly rone—and a5 such is hardly the
sonrce material for works on “shamanism.” The fact thar people must
now dewra to project i a restament o the effecruality of negarive lucid
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intent in this world, and the degree ro which evil has corrupred healeh,
Healeh first, “.lipiril:u.:llixm" second—io Attermpt t escape the n_'alit_'r of
existence chrough “spiricual” means is the keystone of che gateway to
the otherworldly hells,

The trick to powerful projection control, however—if one can call it
a trick—is simply this, o maintain 2 constant consciousness as ohe
moves through the vell into the aseral plane so the form of the persona
carries power and lucidity with ic as iv does so. This is diffeult to do
congistently, a8 consciousness is not nearly as constane 25 we assume.
Consider for a moment this realig—rry for a minuee, simply a full
minute, to be conscious and zware the entire time with noe lapses. This
is @ pood practice—some schools acmally creare a meditadon of
it—but a simple experiment at this poing will convinee the smdent of
the basic difficuley in conscious projecrion. Iois more a marcer of agten-
siom spant than anything else.

The most difficult moment in projecrion is the acrual moment of
passing the vell—as there is a good bir of shock o iv and dhe diseracrion
of the shock again makes conceneration difficulr. The shock exists fora
surprising but physiological reason. Many have reported a sound of
rushing winds, or a roaring sound that is surprisingly loud—it has only
been in recent years thar the source of this nodse has been discovered.
Mot the rushing of spititual winds or anything of that nature—the
source is 2 much more physical though hardly less fascinating phenom-
enon. We have a natural function in our braing thar dampens oue the
sound of the blood How through the jugular veins—which passes quice
close to our ears, and would be deafening without this function—as we
pass out of physical conscionsness this fction shoss afff Lt is the sound
of our own blood coursing in the veins and arceries of our plysical
bodies that s the sound char ferries us off o the astral realm—not any-
thing else. A surprising and recent discovery, bur none-the-less a frring
reality o remind us of who and whar we are. Learn then o anricipare
this sound—rhis roaring in che ears as the immediare precursor o pro-
ducing the astral body.
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So then, of eourse a sleep environment free of distracrion and hazard
is importane, [t is well also, to make sure there 15 as liccle as p::ls:iﬂ'rh: in
terms of electromagnetic felds in the immediate area, as these have
been shown o cause distraction and anxicsy that will interfere with
lucid projection. OF course, poor diet, aleohol, ece—anything that
wonld effect normal sleep will effeet the astral projection as well. So
take care and plan accordingly.

Much has been suggested abour the use of mind altering drugs in
promating aseral seates. Some of these are effective in producing spon-
taneous projected staces, for cenain, but rrely in 2 healihy man-
ner—uwhich, of course, defears the envire purpose of doing so. There is
one exceprion, and one deemed relatvely harmles thar seems o be
most effecrive for many people—and while pracriced by a number of
astral rancric schools should likely be not made a habis—this is the sim-
ple crearment of perhaps owo @blespoons of ordinary cionamon in a
glass of milk twenty minutes before bed. Noc particularly palatable,
this mixmire can produce very heavy lucid dream stares and make con-
scions projecions considerably easier. As such, for the novice who is
experiencing difficulty bue has taken care ro practice the mirror ritual,
and is cerrin one’s health is serong—and has no other issues with con-
scious projecrion other than the inicial gkill—this may be of some use,
Again, one must learn o not be reliant on such aids—bur as a training
toal may be in some cases deemed appropriase. Use with canrion!

One will certainly learn the signs of a powerful astral session
approaching—with time one will learn to sense the immediace pres-
enice of the astral planes before one attemps to project! Why is it that
certain times seem so much more conducive to prajection than others?
I ir because there is an ebb and Aow o the planes and ar omes there
are certain alignment and conjunctions? Probably nor. The more likely
explanartion, again, is char ar times our physical forms are more excired
and strong and sensitive than others—again, the physical body is our
aseral “launch pad” and is the likely source.
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The most common sign of a productive deep astral session is the
sensation of what some have described as “Hashing lights” or images in
the eyes—and a peneral sense of quiet awareness. In very heavy stares
even a metallic tste in the mouth has been reported—which suggests
that there is some yet undeteeted hormonal cue that aids the transition,
IF these signs are detected, of course it means that a fortuitows simation
for deep astral eravel is present and perhaps should be taken advantage
of. This assumes, again, thar one is prepared and appropriately
equipped For such a journey.

S0 then, choose & comfortable sleep position char can be maincained
long enough o fully fall asleep. Take a couple of deep breachs,
arcempring ro el and srare the process, and firse visualize the marerial
and astral bodies as a uniry, and in the grearese amount of resolurion
possible. This should be simple now as follows from practice of the
mirror ritual. Do so for @ couple of minutes, or whar ever seeins neces-
sary to draw coherence inco the link berween the two, and become qui-
etly aware of oneself falling asleep. The need o ingise ro oneself again
and again to remember one’s dreams is often necessary ar first, but
soon becomes a cognirzed given and should not be continued. Ir is wise
e simply lie quietly and observe the larent intene of the astral plane
hr_'l._;iu to coalesce. ﬁ.i;:lin., in the earliest stages this will often appear as
WI’.':IH}" an]ling |ighTs to the dosed Cyes, changing 1 :Hashinl._; imagt."x.
becoming more and more coherent as one proceeds. Do not attempe to
furce coherence uneil one is fully within the dream stare is i is disrupe-
ing to the process. Pay special attention to any images that discern neg-
atively, as well as paying careful arrention to voice images, as these
often indicate the proximicy of an aseeal entity.

The important point is o awempt a5 much as possible make the
process of entering the astral planes as similar as one can every nighr.

Once fully within the sleep state, recognize oneself saanding in one's
astral body, and draw as moch consdousness and coherent resolurion
as possible into oneself. Serongly identify one’s self-symbol and pro-
ceed. Take a pood look around. Asle, whar is this place where Lam? s it
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an al]a]ug of a marerial place | know, or is it a metaphorieal represenea-
tion of a p]au:. or evien gim [ t:m:t:llmturing an idea? [Fitis a m.ul:aphuri—
cal representation of an idea, what is that idea? Is chis idea one | have,
or am | encounrering, the presence of another entity? Whae is the
nature of the envirohment—is it positive, negative, or a mixture of
intents? Are there prosences about? Take a g::lud look, there are often
those ]1idiug in the shadows—or in dassic form ]1.ir3i|:||g| behind, so be
sure to tuen around and tale 2 look as well. Often one will indeed, find
the presence of 2 hostile entity when they take care o rake a look at
whao's sneaking up behind them, bur these are generally minor enriries
and the slighest challenge will typically sent them scrambling, despire
whar mighe be their alarming appearance. Have weaponry ready, juse
in case.

The practice of Amalied projection as it is commonly practiced by
the major Aseral Houses within the Alliance is the same, bur the gronp
sereing and neumenouns environmene aid w the power of the direcred
projection, The group serting is necessary to protect the sleepers from
physical arracks on the physical plane while the rimal proceeds, as well
as to monitor the status of the projected warriors. While we stand a

SCTIOuS disudvanmgc L] I:hl’.' [JI:I]H_"E !\Zi[I]PI._}" hl’.‘\'.'!ll].'ﬁ: our F(JTB}"H l']l.rL'l'L'

must be completed within a natural sleep cpele, although chis can be
extenided by certain means, the dissolution of aseral body ar the end of
a sleep eycle and its reabsorhment into the physical body has been the
salvation of many an Astral Wartior who has met a great and powerful
foe. Many times—although cerminly not always—a seriously wounded
watrior can be effective resuscitared with minimal lasting damage by
the vigilant aid of one's comrades.

It is possible for the most powerful Astral Houses oo launch atracks
where one or more wartior move within the planes in unison, bur obvi-
ously for reasons we have discussed this is exceedingly difficule. The
shared symbolism within the group muse be of the highest level of
refineiment and consistency or coherence suffers immediarely—syer we
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do assert thar the rcdu:liqur_' 1% pu.uihlr_' and is used. More cdm:ln:u:ln.l_}'.
however, the group lacks this level of artzinment, and mulbaple solo
artacks are launched ar the same nme ar 2 common encimy. This is
|'.'|.L'H.l|}" much easier o achieve, and s rc-a:wm:ll]]}r effective. The solo
artack lies within the SO of this discussion, and will follow.

An Account of an Astral Campaign:

Several years ago one of the Astral Honses within the Alliance experi-
enced an interesting campaign in @ small town in the Central Oregon
desert. The phenomenology of the manifestation of evil was typical,
the symbalism gypical, and the means of propagating the symbolism in
order o effect the asteal spel oypical as well. We will at this point sum-
marize the experience, describe how the influences were dealt with and
amended, and the ensuing effects.

The background could have been anywhere—as we said, a small
eown of perhaps 2500 people—a relatively conservarive community
with a strong protestant fundamentalist inAuence. A farming commu-
I]il"l.".. o EJ:lrricu|arl}r PrOSperi s —nemiote, but not remote E[II:JI:Ig_h 24
not be influenced by more cosmopolitan areas. In shorr, an ideal di-
mare for the pracrice of aseral magic, and exactly the sore of localiry
thar a practicing mage would choose to work evil. Ideal, why? For sev-
eral reasons—hrse, the kernalized concepr of “town”™ is made possible
by the geographical local, and allows symbolism wo be conined within
the borders of the communiny—if the symbolism can be effectively
manipulared, n a small enviconment i can also be effecovely con-
rained. As well, the wiird of the symbol is more easily kepr pure, as out-
side influence may also be minimized by manipulation. Secondly, the
strong fundamentalise Christian influence injects within the commu-
nity a sense of fervor and neumenosity thar not only coalesces their
owit personal symbolism, but gives neumenosity to the symbolism that
Christian fundamentalism TEjects as well, For r_'xan:lp|u, i a |argr_' liberal
community an image of a typical devil mighe be ignored or looked ar as

lal]gha]ﬂu—in a fundamencalist COTMITIENILY IF 15 ﬂ:l.'l:ai.l]]}' o be loolked
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upon .u:riuux]}r. This seriousness, of course, gi\-‘r_'!i the irnag-u It5 pPOower a5
a .'.}'mh::ll. and gwakens its wiird. Third, rural communities have @ ren-
dency to look towards the urban with & mixeure of awe and fear—thus
again cosmopolitan infuences in print, music, and art have more effee-
tive power than they might coming from other sources. These effects
are particulady powetful upon the young, who, in a mral community
inevitably vearn to escape the mundane existence of rural life for the
mundane existence of ciry life—so they are particularly volerable wo a
slick and Hashy message from nenmenous otherwordly sources.,

The symbolism used in this case to effect the spel was vampirism.
WVampirism and its symbolism has been gaining steady popularicy in
recent years—rthere is a strong and ongoing evil campaign w destroy
through the use of the vampiric wiird. We should consider vampirism
for a moment. A myth tailor made for the dysfuncrional, vampirism
teaches a cursed immoralicy. With designs vowards an effect upon the
socially inepr, ir carries srrong, overtones of perversity and a owisted
eroricism. The symbolism of vampirism imelf should be elear o the
student of astral magic ac this poine. The imagery of the drinking of
blood is simply an artempt o creare a personal spel thar allows for the
astral body wo survive death as a lich form, as the lich cerrainly survives
and maineaing eoherence by vampiric means. What berter method o
reaffirm this S}rmhuliﬁm bur o [J]a}r act during life* The blood, itself, is
pointless and wseless. The spel it containg, however, within the arche-
typal reality of our culture, as the symbol of life imel £, is immense, and
is certainly an appropriste choice for the intended end. The drinking of
blood o is contained within the archerypal subser of Christian motifs,
as is seen in the communion fitwal—and again it is within Christian
comimunicies thar vampirism is most effecrual.

Vampirism has been popularized recently in movies and music, and
has manifested iselfwithin the youth Gothic culture. The Gothic cul-
wure as well has been well crafred by aseeal mages w reinforee is imag-
ery. OF course, the accessibilicy of the Gothic culture is easy—any pale,
unhealthy misfic youth can don black eloches and listen g che proper
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music and immediarely be aceepred within this broodish culture—the
culture again carries strong overcones of curse and being outside the
accepted norm—selFevident, of course, in this case. And again, ir is
clear, that as in all cases of evil, illness s embraced and rein-
forced—escapism s offered in place of remedy. This inherent illness
apain reinforces its own symbolism as well as increases receptivity to
the fortheoming spel.

So the stage is ser remarkably well for the practice of evil, exploitive
aseral magic, What was the effect intended within the spel? In this par-
ricular case—none else than ascral dominanon and an atempr owards
lich existence by a local wivch—who ar this poing in her life had
becoime concerned thar her personal self-symbol was nor profound
enough o survive ber death fragmencarion rrauma—a legitimare con-
cern to say the lease She, ar chis poine lare in life, soughe o familiarize
herself with this yourh culture and o consolidare i, and w0 be highly
familiar with the personal spmbolism of these particular youths
involved—again within an agreed symbolism—and thus be well pre-
pared o make her retention of form as a lich entine much more likely.
She was very savvy and well prepared w do so—she had been wise
enough to keep the practice of her magic a secret—as all adepes of all
eraditions afeays do—and was 2 powerful and influential woman
within the community. She held positions on the city coundl and was
involved the largest local churdh—in other words ideally posidoned to
practice her crafe. She choose the particular imagery of a popular
Gothic musician, and effectively promoted its imagery by not only var-
ious manipulations with city government but also by forcing the minis-
ter of the church she amrended—on whom she held some non-trivial
scandalons control—o dedicare some pulpic time w the condemna-
tion of the chosen Cothic imagery. Using such means, she effectively
awakened the entire community o the perceptive awareness of certain
images and symbaols thar ocherwise would have gone by unnoriced.

We became aware of her influence through a local coneace, who
happened ro be a physician, who reported o us a high degree of cases
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of asthma among this group of youths. First suspecting the use of
incoxicating inhalanes, this theory proved o be unsupporable, and
sent warning, The presence of asthma in young people is commonly a
sign of aseral predations—as the symbolism of the lack of nenmena is
din_'r_'l:|y aceountable to the :ln:lwlj.rpr_' of life and breath—than the soul
is the breath—and thus a "harmed soul” often manifests in breathing
difficulty. The youths were indeed being preyed upon, by the witch's
familiar guardian spiric entity, to whom she had paid homage to for so
many years, Within the gymbolism established, within the recepriviry
reinforced, within her communications with this entity, she easily was
able ro lead this evil directly w the selfsymbols of these vouths who fell
25 easy prey.

Ohir prionty was dear—frst o remove the effected youths from
they influence of the hostile entiry. This was done so in conventional
means, with a direcred aseral arrack lead by one of the youngese of our
proup. The remle was very effecrively conclusive, the entiry fragmented
and lose—and thus the rese of our rsks made much easier. OF course
the highly stylized symbaolism used was the key o locating the angered
entity within the astral planes—the inherent invalidity of the symbaol-
ism used allowed the Aseral Warriors to embrace and disaffirm the
symbulism at the same time—allowing the artacks to proceed with the
greatest of coherence. We were forrunate enough as well to carch this
entity more or less unawares, accustomed to easy prey—the entity
eagerly accepred the projected symbol of our warrior as et another vie-
tim, but found all too late thar the rever coalesced within her self-

ﬁ}r[I]]'Nll. WS F:I]' ]K.'}"H]]d. 'I.I."]ul: Wk :l]1|.'i.l'.'iEJE1‘|’.'d. Sl:]l’.' ACCIMLIES:

oo fitine maysedf witk vhe planes with ease, and willed the path to the
citieled, wihere we bad becowme aware of the presence of the envity, The
imagery along path was disurbing, wech Wl @ modern gorhivack
neste piden, brr war ecacrly what §bad expected] [ procesded along the
s pnchallenged, o § alio expected, taking grear eave to kesp oy sypm-
bl naer fw case § s attacked pet nor piving away suy indication of
the prarpase § el §swanted to appear exacely a5 the enrity expected, per
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atather young kid, in sver ber bead, dresed in black and ploying
spaaky. T had been exactly thar not so long aga, so it was ceveainly easy
in convey that image, [ cevtainly still bear some sf these sears,

The citadel appeared soms enough, ¢ was certainly in not any way
biglelen, Of couree wee had asmmed thar it was placed with the intent of
Bving peaple find v, so this wain tany sort of suyprise. It fooked alf too
typical, o Conmt Dvacsda et of place, I afmost fonnd v flonny. 1
choked that feeling back quickly. I smre couldn’t give that emotion
iy, thar wonld be a dead clive as to whar wight be up.

The gate apened to veceive me { approaobed—I entered. Inside the
theme remained the e, Lot of spooly staffl lots of devanged insap-
erp—lats af hints towards serewy evoticism. Lot of candles, lors of dark
stairwelli, erc. ere. eve. Thar’s QK [ wandered arownd for a bit, check-
ing thisgs out. T was wondeving i1 find one of the Eidy here—bur it
dieln 't seens vo Wkely. § wondeved if Tl meer the wited beve tos—it was
it passtbilivy, bee I expected | coulel banale ber. It was abour the spivie
itself 1 was worried about—and it was bard to guess ar whar that
swonld be wntil I found it, or it found me. I badd no donbt this would
woeny, ar phis e dhe whale podnr of the place, but obviously it was very
ingpartant ta ssmebody to firmly exablich the theme af the meeting. 1
il as wesich as I conld to cmbrace that theme ane feave my fucid intest
positive and intact. | knew this meeting condd not be far off, ar we were
ot deep within the plames, and §f an entivy wants fo (nitiate contace &t
alvays stays love dn the planes, @i miost people canvat refain the pro-
Jjected state long enough to ger very deep ints the plaves. Soon enough, [
riought, and fust bided time.

In a tower, high above the davk forese surrounding the place, we
bugel sur meeting. It was olwssie. The envity approached, fooking like the
Ford af Vampires bimself. He abvionsly expected @ victim—smuciker, |
thought, you're abort to get yours. | lnelt before bim, in pretend bam-
age, be appraached and placed a cold band wpon my bead. I heard bim
chuckle lghely. T thought o rpsell lawgh away, yon basterd—and
with one swift motion palled the silver dagper Fom the falds of wy
black robe and rose, driving it upuards with both hands into bis beart.
{ i biwn so Darnd § mearly picked bive off the prowumsd wich the blow, the
drlaacle harelly stapped moving wneil the bilt was nearly to bis chin, Pm
stire he wonld have gasped if be could bave, but the last thae be folt as
be shusddered it nothingness wasn't much—sinply a ook of dhock,
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Nor fear, war disnay, just surprise. § puess be didn s bave enough time
ta warry maich about what was coming nest. ..

This young woman struck with the power of 2 hardened ver-
eran—and the power conmined wichin thar single blow removed a
latent evil from existence for all dme.

Without the power of her familiar entity, the power of the witch fell
dramatically—indeed her health began w fail rapidly, and she grew
desperace, Her desperation began o show itself in her interaction
within the community, and was seen as the onser of seniline—her
power and influence am:rd.ing]}-’ hug,au to Fade. Without her support,
the continual fervor contained within the symbolism she had rein-
forced |:|t:gan to fade rapidly as well. The rehabilitation of the youths,
however, proved much more problematic. Onee victimized, it is
indeed difficult to rucw-‘r:r—z]thungh the health of many of them
immediately improved, the inherent systemaric Failures thar made
them victims in the Arst instance remained. OF this, of course, there is
little we could do—but we are warriors, and nor bartlefeld physicians,
and o each role their own. Yet empathy and personal involvement is
the ey o our effecrualiny. Withour understanding, our manifestarions
are useless—one must embrace to understand. Indeed, with under-
standing, most often, at least in this current world, comes sadness.



Part V: A Discussion of

Consciousness

The narre of consciousness has been very poorly understood chrough-
out history, as perhaps may not be found o be surprising when one
beging o examine cthe issue. I is critical, of course, as it is with any
study, 0 examine ererelf before one examines the subject mareral. 15
the poine of the inguiry o discover a orodh, or oo atcempr o validace a
personal preferred belief? When we begin w look, we often And char
much if not most of mankind's academic endeavors have been
artempes to prove racher than o learn—the studies of consciousness are
na exceprion. Here, we will make an effort to darify some of the most
confusing aspeces of what consciousness is, how it manifests, and what
it means in context of our existence.

We must first of all abandon the conventional ideas of “soul” and
“spirit.” These time-honorad denial manifestations are erroneous
enough to be dangerous, as we will soon see. As well, again we must
ahandon the selFserving idea that we are spiritual beings—we are
clearly not, We are physical beings, again, and our identity and formal
self-symbal is derived from owr physical existence. This is eritical o
understand. It cannoe be overemphasized.

But back to consciousness. ..

We often consider thar we ar every moment are intimarely conscions
of what we call self. We assume we are aware of the exisrence of the self
and we feel it existence within tme is contnuous. We have spent
most of our lives fecling racher contene ar our understanding of this
identity, even though consciousness imelf is & phenomena which as yer
is well ourside the varous methods of ese or demonstration. The real-
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ity, we may SugEpest, is much different. We have Very little underseand-
ing of what self is, or how it exists, or even more than a vETY vague
means of ex plainiug whar we might mean by the very word.

I self an emotive sensation? We may consider thar this a [Jl::l!i!ii]'ri.l.i

as it has been suggested as such by many philosophers. But sensacions
are not constant and immueable. We sense love and hate, sense pain
and pleasure, we sense all sores of passions and sensations—although
not all at the same given moment. We muse also recognize ar this poine
the polar quality of these sensations—hate and love are in many ways
the same emoton—bur the terms hare and love different colors upon
the same specrrum. Pain and pleasure very much the same as well.
Indeed, we can see that our emotive sensations—our pure pas-
sions—ocours as spectmms. Not so with the concepr of selfF—we do
not have a corresponding sensation of “notself™ or “negared-
self"—thus the existence of the self concepr must be very different than
PUrE SITOTIVE Sensation,

Burt cleardy, self and self symbol and conscionsness iself is highly
artached o emotive impore. IF we consider our self in our mind's eye,
we must recognize immediately thar we never carch ourself as existing
in absence of emotional response. We may find ourself feeling hear or
cold, pain or pleasure, love or hare—but never do we see ourself exise-
ing in a cruly neveral stare in absence of what we assume o be exrernal
seimuli. I we remove ourself from the presence of stimuli, we may very
well assume to no longer exist.

We may do very well eo sugpest at this poing we exist as & compuosice
strncture—that our consciousness is more o less an amalgam of 2 par-
ticular, individual set of perceptions. As our perceptions are changing
rapidly and from moment o moment, so o ane we, We cannot rake a
single breath withowr changing our universe. The nature of the uni-
verse a5 we experience it is much as a peculiar relevision show, where
perceprions sequentially make appearances—where they pass, re-pass,
maove away and e o associace inoa manner that we more or less
furce coherence inte. There may be no inherent consistency o any of
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existence at all excepr thar which we insise upon. There may well be no
plot to this program, there may be no seript to follow—yer we look for
it, and in our looking create meaning where it did nor exist, and create
ourselves then in response o this selfcreated meaning...

We do carry consistency and coberence forward temporally through
the concept of object—we ascribe form, identity, and symbol o con-
sistency and sameness. We have an idea, indeed, of objects other than
ourself, and objects relating one o another. Yer we must understand
the utterdy Auid nature of existence. As each idea comes o exist, it does
so from the context of only our own personal existence—which must
by necessity change from moment ro moment. One never observes the
same object twice—ahject A can only be defined by placing i within a
temporal coneexe. Henee, object A must be defined as “objecr A at time
X' —of conrse o do so denies the basc nanure of objective reality. Yer we
insist thar we do so, we insist on the persistence of object. Why? Prefer-

ence engendering denial. Secawse v aceepr the reality af the temporal
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Soowe do have a conscions part, our selfsymbol, that anses sponea-
neously from gime to time. In our normal stave of existence, our con-
sciousness is more often than not larent. This can even be observed
internally if one tries—if one tries o be deliberately conscionsness for a
pcri.u:l of time, Y bW minues, withont ]ap.u_' OF INFEerrpeion, ene will
discover that even two minuees will seem to be impossibly |uug. The
lapses are there, the moments when conseionsness collapses and with-
dravws—aonly to erupt agrain as i i needed by the physical body. The
reason for chis is .‘ii]TlEJ]L‘—-L'[IL"]’g}" conservation. As one discovers within
our expetiment—long periods of deliberare consciousness can only be
achieved by grear effore, and the activiry iself is exhansting. No, rather
than a otherworldly, immorcal soul thar exises ouside of time—our
conscious astral body is a thing far more mysterions—arising sponrane-
ously and exploding i existence and dissolving hundreds of tmes a
day, somerimes existing, sometimes not. Bach dme consciousness
emprs, it does 5o from it current semporal convexe—in other words, in
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context and response to the physical body and its environment. Thus
the reason For the physical body being the key—rthe physical bady is
the model for the conscions self—in many ways the astral body is the
metaphor for the physical self.

This is why it is so critical 0 maintain the viability of the physical
body—it is the image that the astral body is created from. The physical
body is the remplate from which conscionsness is lifted and derived.
Integrity is erivical. Yes, of course, one can indeed lie to oneselF—bue
we have discussed this issue before—ar some poine che mind will
always be aware that any given falsehood is indeed a falsehood—and w
have a body comprised of lies is a certain disaster wichin the ascral
planes.

When our physical body projects it asoral form—our identicy, our
self symbal, effects ransmigration as well, from the physical form o
the astral. OF course it must, or we would not be conscions of our aseral
existence, The primary task of this stave, a5 we have also discossed, 15 o
replenish lucid ingent within the astral form, or our consciousness
wonld no longer have the encrgy o manifest, The efficiency and effec-
cwality of this form is dependent primarily on ies coherence, or how
tightly and with how much integrity the aserl body is coalesced.
."..g:lin, ifa great deal uFt:nr_'rl.__:.-' i% Spent on pmjucriug denial manifesta-
eions, the aseral form will be very weak and shorn lived. [Fwe are to sur-
vive our death fragmentation trauma, it is critical that our aseral form
be very concise indeed. Evil entities on both planes recopnize this and
when attacking known Astral Wartiors, attempt to artack coherence
first. The classic and traditional artack of evil is this—eo direct hench-
men to physically attack and maim an Astral Warrior's physical body
on the physical plane, and then to artack the astral body direcily on the
astral. The reason for this is clear—to simply kill an Aseral Warrior will
simply desteoy the aseral body, the Warrior will very likely survive the
death fragmentarion cranma, especially if the death oceurs during com-
bar, as the selfsymbaol is always very highly idenrified during this very
acute experience. Bur to arrack, and to maim, requires thar the Ascral
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Warrior embrace this change in the physical body and to immediarely
then i11urr[J:JmTL~d it within the astral. If an Aseral Warrior were, sy, 0
loose a hand in blade combar—the aseral body must immediarely then
manifest the loss of 4 hand. To do otherwise is a serious denial manifes-
tatioi—and could not be carried thruu.gh a death Fragmum:lti:m R
tience. The hope then, is to catch the astral body before it has had time
to accept the new morphology. It s, obviously, very difficult to
embrace and accept the reality of wounds or rranma—henee the serac-
epy involved. A grave danger, the traditional attack, and one thar any
student muost be aware of.

This is cerminly not to say, however, that one cannot be seriously
harmed physically by an aseral combar, One cerainly can, We can see
how the damage ro the physical body may effecr iself—ir is in essence
the same mechanism as one sees in astral magic. Ieis unlikely, however
thar one skilled 25 an Astral Warrior will demonsirane such vulnerabil-
ity, burt grave injuries can and do happen, and grear warriors have been
lost to powerful enemies. More often, however, those who are harmed

are simply these who have made the mistake delving roo deeply,

Can the body destroyed in such a caradysmic and violent manner
that the ascral body is caughe unawares never is given the chance w
manifest? OF this we are not cerrain, e seems a pu.li.tiil]i“l:_}', foar r_'xamph:,
that to die within a nudear explosion would be so quick and absoluse
that all identity would be complerely destroyed forever. This certainly
makes such evenes a very grear tragedy. But it seems char che it must
take some event of that sort of magnitude, many Astral Warriors as
reincarnated beings certainly have died many violent and sudden
deaths t]u::luglmul: his‘t::ry.. some for certin less than gl::lriuu.li and
some others from certain blind-sided sucker punches. Yer it seems that
the self-symbol comes through incace. Ir may be the key thar if the
death occurs wichin an eruprion period of the consciousness, all is well,
Agrain, in barde conditions this is mose often the case. For healchy,
strony people, consciousness is more active than nor. Here may be the
angwer—bur again in char very finite moment berween worlds much is
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unknown, It is best in this case o simply bedge our ber as best we can,
and reach for integrity and coherence, Imagine ar chis point, to be torm
from one's material body, and be cast into the aseral world, and o dis-
cover that one cannot recurn home, This is the experience we know as
death, Our astral h::rj}' is disconnected from the |.1-]1J'xica| wotld, we are
wholly immersed in the aseral experience, and we must stay there until
a receptive symbolic opportunity exises for us o reincarnare. Obwvi-
ously, without a strong, coherent selEsymbol, the likelibood of surviv-
ing this event unscathed, or at all, is greacly diminished. We will have
experienced at this point how difficult it can be o retain coherence on
the astral plane. 1Fwe cannor, if we fail, than we may well fragment and
disperse. We may also simply be lost, and wander for a dme, engaging
in astral cannibalism o keep our form incace, only o fnally fade as
well. The problem is compounded by the facr thar most of us enrer the
aseral world in old age, from a body char has lose much of i vitalicy,
and a selfsymbaol thar is weakened as well. Maost of us wday die in
eoally wnfamiliar surroundings, most of us alone or with docrors and
nurses and peeple we do not know or identify with—we can see the
hazards we face and the likelihood of failure.

It 15 vital, chen, char we spcncl a lifetime dmruluping a very [J:Jw::rFu]
understanding of selfl This cannor be overstated, and we are certain
that the reader understands this imporeance at this point. We simply
need all che preparation and strength we can muster. Unfortunarely,
very few of us do so, and even traditionally we can see that while many
eracitions and rituwals used to exist to ease the trauma of the maredal
death, most of these riruals have been abandoned. When we look at the
examples of some taditions with great understanding of the astral
word, such as ancient Egypr, we can see the grear lengrhs char che priv-
ileged within those societes had w insure their immediae reincama-
ion. Consider the pyramids, and the burial rires of the pharaohs, They
died in the highest order of comfore and coberence thar could be
arranged. The marerial body was as preserved as possible w allow a ref-
erence point for the ascral body. The burial chamber was as large, as
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symbolic, and as seeucrurally simple as a tomb could be, o allow coher-
ence to be kepr within a diserere spatial metaphor on the aseral plane
that allowed the astral body identity and kepr it from becoming disori-
ented and lost. Very valuable, no doubt, for the pharach, but obviously
that level of preparation is beyond the scope of most of our abilities.
They had a eradition that the kings of ancient Egype were immortal,
and each Pharaoh was a reincarnation of the “god-king." Most likely,
with few exceptions, they probably acrually weee, We see chis concepr
of the immoreal “god-king” in 3 number of cultures, all involving com-
plexc ritnal, tombs, and burial rites that from our understanding would
indeed be very effecrual in aiding the astral body from suffering frag-
mentation teanma. While, again, the scope of chese elaborare prepara-
tioms are certainly beyond the means of those of us who have nor a
kingdom ar our beck and call to aid our personal reincarnarion, ir is
certainly worthwhile o examine death rraditions such as these and see
whar clues we might have w help keep coberence for ourselves and our
lonved ones.

For certain, again, there is no substituee for living a life of healch and
vigor, and for forming for oneself a coherent selfsymbol that & strong
and free of denial. Wichout chis basic [preparation, all other aids are
mere desperation. Bur for those who do prepare correctly, many aids
can be of use thar will greatly aid the astral body and keep the disinee-
gration of coherence to a minimum, [n many ways our preparations
will be similar to those of the pharachs, but merely less grandiose.

If one dies in an secdent or other sudden event, olwionsly the astral
hady is sent to stand on its own feer with lide warning, Fortunately,
most often, those that die of accidents do is in relatively strang health
and with good mental energy. Dying in barcle, as many cradicions
claim sends one seraighe w heaven, is cruly one of che best ways o die.
Why? Because one dics in good health, wich a srrong self-image, a role
thar one can identify with, and @ disinet prrpose. Bue for many of us,
who can expect a long withering away of old age, it is importane
make sure thar we stay as cognitive and as serong a personal identity as
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possible. In our culture especially this is difficule—for we have few
roles for the elderly and withoue roles, many people lose their identity.
Men in our cultire most often incorporate a grear deal of their “career
persona” into their selfsymbol—foolhardy, bue understandable—and
after retirement thc}r lose a grr_':lt deal of their ®self”™ Women as well,
who tend to identify with mother roles, or even a particular house and
even its I:u.mi.'uhing,'.', at some point ot another is very likely o be sepa-
rated From these things and their selfsymbol beings to collapse even
BEFORE deach. Obviously, both of these rragic mistakes are chings we
must very carefully avoid.

Huw much of one's self-symbaol is comprised of marerial objecrs and
roles that will not remain coherent after death. Some, in all of us, for
cercain. Bur how much? Is there enough of the self-symbol char is non-
eemporal to remain coberent throngh the death trauma or noe? There
are interesting clues w discovering this. For example, one can ask ques-

LIS .'iLlL'I1 sl

Whe are you?
What do you do?

Whar is VOUT purpse’

Whar sore of answers come o mind? Are the are answers and con-
et such thar removing them From the immediare marenal world male
them Jnuallingh_'ﬁ.li? For example, if one answers “1 am Bob the Sales-
men; | work for American Wi:lg&:h My purpose is vo scll wi:ll.__;ut'.'," o
is abwiously in dire rrouble, as wi:lg_'l:'.' are not in demand on che astral
planes. Even if one was to reincarhate, one would have o find an
opportunity where the larent symbolism of the “child” conmined a
desire o be a “widger salesman.” Again, ro rake the example of the pha-
raohs of Egypr, one can see how much more coherent the concepr of “1
am Ramses, the immoral god-kings 1 mle the masses as the immoreal
pod-king; My purpose is w forever rule the masses as the immoreal
pod-king” is and how much more likely thar Ramses will survive the
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fragmentation trauma. Ramses case is especially powerful becanse it
was not only powerful symbolically—bue TRUE. We have seen the
destruceive nature of denial again and again as ic &5 incorporated inco
self-symbaol, bur Ramses has none, Ramses is looking precry likely to be
suecessful.

Boby, however, has erouble. There are a lot of people, however, who
have worse trouble than Bob. Bob, like Ramses, has a complete true
self-symbal, juse a very poor one, More likely chan Bob's self identiny,
and Far more dangerous, is this one—someone who thinks they are
“immortal” and are actually just a widger salesman. There is no
pood use in prodaiming oneself o be the “god-king” unless one really
is. It is very important o ask these self-explommony questions then with
the urmost of care. Truch, it is cerain, can be benr a very long ways
withour breaking by the gende pressure of wishes—chis is one area
where we must view ourselves with utmost honesty and candor. 1 we
do not like the results, we must change ourselves. This cask is crivically
impaortant. Most fail. Ler us nor be among those thar fail.

One of the most difficule ro understand aspects of existence and
consciousness s the unidireetional, solipsistic nature of the universe,
For any giw:n consciowsness, it alone s the unl}r Hulljucriw_' entity
within its universe. All other “encicies” are iJ]TjHEI.‘x, 5I]|.1iL'|’.'I: o inferpre-
tation by the perceiving eye of the consciousness in question. To be
exact, there is only one conscious being within the universe—and that
is your. The universe, as defined, is only the universe vou observe. You
have no access wo any other perspective to speak of “other” conscions-
ness. You have never had an experience of “other™ consciousness, you
have only had experience of “other” through what was assumed o be
the manifestation of consciousness—actions thar you assume do not
coime from the self. [t muse be admicced char there is no basis for dhis
assumpeion. There is no rational reason m asume the existence of
other minds ar all—wo do so is merely preference. Rather than o make
assumprions of whether in “my personal universe” there do indesd
exist other minds, it is far more importane o realize thar che exisrence
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of other minds is a null set equarion—it does not matter ar all whether
there are other consciousnesses or not. The plwnunwnu]ug}r of my
ohserved existence will remain the same in either stare—and herein lies
the answer again it does not mateer ar all.

Still, it is fundamentally eritical to realize that there is not, nor can
there be, any sort of intersubjective agrecinent, as again, within every
given umiverse, which must be personal, there is only one conscions
subject. Existenice proper within any given universe is wholly depen-
dent upon perception—io be is indeed o be pereeived. The nature and

state of one's universe 15 dependent on the perceprions as well—one's
preferences shape the reality of one’s universe as much as the effecr of
any given hypothetical objecr.

A case example o illustrare—perhaps an eardy human decides o oy
his hand ar fishing. He leaves in the moring with a spear and heads o
a local pond where he has seen large fish before—imagine even char he
has never eaten fish or fished but it seems like a reasonable idea consid-
ering how hungry he correnely is. He understands very linde abour the
world—for him the woeld is a blurry, blooming confusion of ghosts
and demons—some may have basis, some may be imagined—~For him
all at this point real. He doesn’t think abowr this much, or anything
much, on his way to the pond—and in an hour or two he arrives and
beging to walk the perimerer o look for fish.

Stepping up on a rock, he looks down into the placid warer of the
carly morning, and to his shock, he sees another hairy warrior staring
out of the water ar him, and brandishing a spear as well! He raises his
speat in warning, the other warrior does as well—obviously nothing
left to di but throw—he does—at the same moment as the WATLTY War-
rior launches his weapon as well. He jumps back to avoid the missile,
but sees the rp of his spear hic che water and the other warrior shareers
into a million picces and odd jumbles of light. Kicked bdr ass, he
thinks, smugly.

The guestion may be, however, how this event will be ingerpreted,
and how it will then be incorporated inro the primitive man's universe,
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Will the universe become one in which gods rule the ponds and ane
must heware—only to be able to approach on windy days, overcast
days when the gods are nor present? Will chere be rumorns of & strange
tribe that lives under the pond, who can be chased away with a spear
throw? Will the pond be considered hawnted and fishing never be
artempred again? Will there arise a concepe of optics and reflection, a
movernent to & mare nr:l]plicntr_':l and E:ln:dir_'l:ahlr_' Lmdr_'r:it:mding aof the
observed universe? Hard to say, and in many ways the answer is depen-
dent on the personal preference of the warrior—bur this preference
will ereare the universe that he indeed lives in. I there any effecrual dif-
ference in these interprecations? Hard o say, s one more valid chan
anocher? Cerminly o us, but within the personal universe of our prim-
itive, all are equally valid in a very importane sense,

MNow when we approach the astral world, where consciousness is
indeed the only medinm available—how much more mighe this self-
creating aspect of existence marrer? e must mareer absolueely. On the
astral planes we cannot even begin to prerend the existence of object
without the perceiving eye—all is by definition a projection of will and
incent. All objects mean something, all are symbols o some degree or
another—to some level of neumenons emotive import—and funda-
mentally this is the narure of that realm.

It soon becomes obvious why the nature of the universe tends
toward polarity and dualism—ir is perhaps the infuence of conscions-
ness itself IF one makes choices towards health and life—health and
life become an integral part of one's personal universe. [t is from then a
ﬂmd:lm-l_'m:l]]}r more |‘I|’.':I|t|1}" universe that on views all else—and the
choices indeed created the meaning thae the universe will have, Con-
versely, this is true as well—choices against life and light as well rein-
force chemselves—and the further down the path of dadkness one goes
the darker the universe does indeed become, These effects are ulti-
marely real, these are not sares of mind—excepr o say thar smes of
mind must be seen as juse as real as any other hyporhetical form of real-
ity. Indeed, staves of mind, or precisely, the stave of one’s own mind, is
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the only reality thar we can insist upon with rational inregricy. Dies-
cartes assertion, 1 chink, therefore, | am” is p-::rhnpx the first and unl}r
rational ::pi:itr_'umlugir_'al conjecture. Beyond this point may lie only idle
speculation,

What then mighf be left—why is it that some of us |11'L_|,;]1|: prefer to
embrace life and others choose to embrace annihilation? Both positions
must be equally valid, 25 we now understand. Cerrainly, we also see
thar when many react toward the world with haered, in large degree
these reacrions are understandable and justified. OF course as well, a
mind thar chooses nothing lives within a universe thar means nothing
and will tend rowards nothingness. Seill, i must be realized char a
choice rowards life is selFaffirming, and a choice rowards death s self-
disaffirming. 1f the universe chooses to mean life—ir will continue. IF
the choice is to mean deach, it will end. Is there an inherent value in
this, is a choice thar self affirms grearer than one does not? Perhaps. Bur
perhaps again chis is a question best lefe w poers. .



Part VI: Willed Coberence
Manifestations

The most dangerous form of astral magic is of course the willed coher-
ence manifestation. The power and scope of the willed coberence man-
ifestarion is limited only by the amount of energy available w i as the
effecr of the willed coherence manifestation is physical in namre there
is no means of resistance, anymore than there is resistance to any other
physical arcack. Forrunarely, the energy required w creared  willed
coberence manifestations is immense indeed for even the most erivial
of effects—this alone has prorecred mankind mose of the dme in years
jrast.

This protection, however, may b fz:ling. Willed coherence mani-
festations are effected by the following mechanism: the aseral mage
contacts the Familiar spirit upon the astral plane and requeses the effeet.
The asteal entity projects the energy, assuming it is available. The wvail-
ahility of the energy is dependent upon the numbers of vulnerable selF
ﬁ}f[I]]'Nll..‘i the r.'nri.l'_'.-' has aceess to—and dhis is dcp-::nrjunt Wi the astral
mage again, in terms of how many people can be associated with cer-
tain archetypal imagery that allows the projecred image of the astral
entity o penetrate. Tradidonally, in Western Culoure as we have dis-
cussed before, astral magic was always pracriced in dose proximity o
the Church—ir was the embracing of perverred Church symbolism
thar made astral magic possible—ir was the inherent nenmenosity of
Church symbolism thar made astral magic effecrual. Today, with the
power mass media, it is possible o reach and enforce symbolism on a
seale that never before would have been imaginable. Populations of
continents can be associated with images in a marter of hours—we can

&7
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immediately see the grear cavse For concern, The power that at some
point may become available for an utterly devastating willed coherence
manifestarion may become accessible ar any moment.

Combating willed coberence manifestarions can only effectively
vecut within the aseral p|1m:$ as the seale often is too freat anynore o
ACTEmMpE T combar the :i}rm]m“!im itself. Qmﬂuting the involved astral
mage directly on che physical plane can be exceedingly hazardous, as
the astral mage often has access to weaponry derived from astral power
thiae is as physical and destructive as Arearms—yet is underectable in its
sourrce, and so the astral mage is free w kill and for all practical pur-
poses is above the law. In what court would one be convicred for case-
ing a death bolt? Yer che only wols available o Astral Warriors are
more mundane, and as such very roublesome to use. For this reason,
we must take our bareles o che aseral planes where we fighe a very diffi-
cult barde. It is eritical to remain underected in the approach, yer con-
clusive in the assaole iself. So then, the course is dear again. The
rechnique is w research the symbolism, wo make the arcack, and o frag-
ment the self-symbol of either the astral mage, or preferably, the astral
entity itself. The astral entity is preferable, of course, due ro the natre
of consciousness—as long as the body of the astral mage remaing
intact, the .u:|F—5}r|11hu|. will re-coalesce. Bur for e astral entities, fral._;—
mentation is permanent. Thus we must strike where the serike is mean-
ingful. To descroy che evil astral entity will destroy the power of the
astral mage who depends upon i,

Typically, however, when one is dealing with willed coherence man-
ifestations one is not dealing with astral demonica, but rather with lich
beings of immense power. To attack a lich of this power and not be
victorious, or o have an inconclusive barde is of the urmoss danger_ It
is impaossible ro arrack withowur becoming known, and is a cercain guar-
antee of pursuir and perperual retaliadon uncil the barde is won or lost.
Orne st serive o strike s, and hard.

Omnly the most powerful Aseral Houses are equipped o undertake
such a campaign with any degree of safery, and thar degree of safery is



Paet VI- Willed Colberence Mﬂmﬁ:.r.n'n'um [

small indeed. It is certain char once discovered, retaliation will be forth-
r:::lming. and as we said, will be ﬁrrl:hr:c:ming an Bath p|zur_':i. Meither
waking nor sleep will be without hazard, any who does not explicitdy
seck the light is a possible henchman of che dark forces—an attack can
come from anywhere, and does. 1t becomes immediately erivical o
move rapidly, disguised, and with uteer anonymicy—once must do
everything possible nor to sterace actention thar might be malevolent,
Astral Warriors aheay keep a policy of anonymin—without excep-
fons.

Some of the most peculiar of willed coherence manifestarions are
the astral relics. These are objeces thar were formed and conceived in
conscivusness and then by magical means made physical. Mo common
by any means, these objeos do exist, and range from the nenmenously
ornamental fo objects thar conain powerful properties. Some ask if the
nature of such objects always evil? Perhaps the namre of the object 15
questionable, bur the process of crearing such an object is not. Some
have speculated if whether an holy objecr can achieve such imporance
within the collective consciousness that it mese exist as part of s per-
fect nature—indeed the same argument has also been applied o gods,
This argument is indeed i:|1|.'cn:vriu|._;, and iy have some vz|i:|i1j.r o ir,
Seill, we roust say chat is far more likely for a good appearing object o
be evil and o be created by evil means for evil purposes than a holy
object to spontancously manifes:.

Within some unearthly groups minor objeces have been created o
effectively be used as signposts to particular regions within che astral
realms. This eechnique is an effective one, for certain, as an astrally eee-
ated uhir_'r:t must have a permanent aseral L'cJuutr_'rparr—:h:lt 'p|ar.';|.'
where ies idea is conceived. This can be a grear aid to those who have
use of the object. If the objecr can be used as a foci for a physical loca-
tion as well, and if the physical locarion is pamirally nuemenous, all the
berter for the effecrual coalescence of lucid intent. The imagery of wiz-
ards wwers on high crapgy diffs is hardly ormamental, and we do well
o understand the inherene power of such places. As well, astral objects
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have been wsed to guide the often difficuls way to some of the astral
portals. This makes them very interesting indeed, as the presence of
astral poreals does indeed hine at some form of extra-dimensional pres-
ence—are these object creared by exrra-dimensional minds? 1 so, this
makes them interesting indeed. We personally view extra-dimensional
presences as a n:|1ri'-'r_'|}r new phr_'nu:m:n::ln—r:r_'rt:lin.l_}' oire that did not
exist more than a hundred FLaArs agis, but one that D:.‘I'f:lirl.l}" seems to be
paining power and importance. This is a cause of concern and is cer-
ainly imporeant. s it becanse ic is within only the last century thar the
concepr of other dimensions began ro exist in the popular mind—and
becanse it now exiss—access is granted where it was nor possible
before? This is a very disince possibilicy. It is very important at chis
point thar our skills keep apace of our discoveries, lest we open doors
we cannot keep dosed. Research is proceeding rapidly on this issue
within the Alliance—for the tme being we seem relatively provecred
thar the extra-dimensional entities encountered do not seem particn-
larly adepr ar understanding our personal imagery. Often cheir projec-
tions, while powerful, are quire clumsy and present themselves almost
45 Caricanires,

The most common manner in which chese heings present them-
selves in a hooded form thar has commonly come to be known as
“warchers,” The presence and experience of these beings has come o
be very common—indeed we find mos people will admir o these
expetiences, although they are commonly not understood for what
they are. OF the purpose of the encounter, ane can only guess, but as in
all things from the realm of conscousness the chosen form of the man-
ifestation must in SOIMEWay be inherent to the Prurpse of the encoun-
ter. As “warchers,” observarion muse be a large pare of the purpose.
Observation of whar, exactly, is a different question. It is ineresting
thar these beings embrace a form thar we would rerm religions—much
like ome might find in a monastic order. This may hine ar several
things—an intenr o learn and study inoa pious manner, or i may
express elitism. Many who encounter these beings sense a sorong feel-



Part VI: Willed Coberence Manifenations 71

ing of disapproval and judgr_'mum from these |1::in|.__;u—1|1i.'.' % a dzng&:r—
ous sign indeed. 15 there some sort of an extra-dimensional inquisition
in process, where we are buing judgr_'d by a ereed bevond our compre-
hension? What will occur when the verdict is reached? These questions
catinot be answered as of yet, but uhl:ai:ni.ng this answer 15 crtical. A
caimpaign dircered towards this end is underway as this documene is
|n:in|§ prepared. The task is immensely difficelt, and 5 2 monumental
undertaking requiring means thar are nor commanly accessible. The
answer to this question can only lie within the sphere on the ocher side
of these portals, from which these beings come. Passing the asteal por-
tals has never occurred with success before—the dire need of the
moinent calls For rash acrions thar otherwise would nor be justified.



Part VII: A Discussion of
Relative Validity

The following is a excerpe from a log entry from several years ago—aon
a combar mission in South America. Ir conraing an ineeresting disous-
sion of the narure of validity as it pertaing wo asceal magic. Aseral magic
in its manifested for can be resisted in many ways, bue it can only be
combaied directly by an equally valid projection. This is a cricical and
complicared s we offer che namative for to arempt o creare the
Havor of the necessary artitude o suceced within the discussion. In
short, cognitive states, while subjective, are projected as universal, This
is cricical. Nun-prﬂjucrcd states, such as disinterest, are |J::|r|.-::l|1jucri1.ru
and have no emotive import nor eoherence. As such, they resist noth-
ing. r]u_'_'r lack, of course, fucid intenr. It is not L'l:luug]'t., wheen faced with
an astral magic manifestation to say “this is nor s0” except as a ward
against the effecruallicy of the spel. To combat the inherent wiied, a
valid aleernative must be projected fnstead of the spel. This s a eritical

proant A further discussion wall fallow the narranive.

We reached the 10,000 faor level just befove davk. [ was exhansted
After fonr solid days af jrnple rebleing, in the middle of the worst of the
rain season, | was feeling nowe wo well The sver-present dank and
dark—iuhe contimnal moldy slimy congact over everything—ihe buge—{finr
days of this was plevigy indeed. §was a lide concerned abont a general sense
af persamal illness— boped § had not contracted some nasty sore of sropical
illness; [ bad a bad imsece Bive of some variety on the backside of my fnee
that had potten fnfected and was now svollen sp barvd ar a rock and paia-
ol as bell. We had camped at the bortom of the escarpoment last wight and
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éz'gﬂn anir cfimib da‘ﬁn.r fr'géa‘, it s gwr.lar i feave .Df?.rjrmgfe Behined as we
made gur accent. Now, well above the jimgfe ane even the majoriey .u_'f' the
b clomels thae covered the basin below, | fele that | conld ateend o myself
anel iy needs @ bie. The athers bad camp set wp, § set @ pre a biv af care in
o wy e,

It diee’t belp wnuck shat wmose af onr gear bad been stolen on the viver
ferry on the way up, incheling, of conrse, the firse atd gear. § had the essen-
sals left, ie. the ever-present tent and back pack, but we had lost some of
the survey pear and & great deal of food, [ e the camp stove with an intent
aof wsing it as a makeshift antoclave—I fignred Tel lance things and hope
nathing wriggled onr. It wonld be depresing i something did. { had a haff
a ping of vodlea lefiz T ihough thar if | dumped come of that into my ivdine
wter treatmment B d end up with some sore o bard core antiseptic fine-
sre—better than mothing, [ mppose, and thae s what the alternative was. 1
sk a serions pull on the vodllea and set w0 work.

Perry set sp the astrolabe and set vo leveling it. We needed to pet a gpood
pasittan and didn 't really fnow bew o go aboue it The map survey for the
drea hadn't been revisited since the original survey in 1840, the same sur-
vey that produced the manuseripe with the b ste. Global Positioning
awasnt 't af any wse, as the chare datum wasn ¢ accnrate—there was no reason
i) fm:-ing ten-meter resplution on a chare thar was miles oue. So, we had
approdehed the area with the idea of duplicating the origing survey and is
methods, baping to discover the same basic veslss, Tedifous work, for cer-
sain, and to collece the line of posizions we needed wondd take mat of the
nipht. It wemed that the visibiliey for the star sighes wonld be sposty at
best—ive d just have to make the best of it.

I nailed the bodl with red hot spike off my Swise army Enife. God
Damn, that Fuere fike belll Nothing wrigpled oue, juse g push of bloady
crucel. [ make & hor compress, as hot as § eonld stand, and griteed my teeth,

Tom cawme over with a cop o somp. “Haw's it going, Karen?" be acked.

“Shitey, " I said There wam't any other way o pue i "But I think
dhringy will be QR
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“Crooed o ger that taken cave of” He said He genely pulled the compress
ATy to take a fook, ".l"'u"d:{}r, dfn'g.lrr:. T rﬂgé sho .trdr:_‘y—:.ﬁrmgé. | adwiire
the Bell ot af thae. That must bave bare©
{ nodded. Tt was o tongh show. This was vy fiese major mivsion thowgh,
aitel  sertons event it was. D wase't poing to let these puys show me up. Not
that they Faed been nnfaiv in any way—just the opposite. After 1 had been
acvepted within the Howse of Kevry it had been wothing but o paitive expe-
rience. The guys, and the few women involved, had wever been anything
Fue neterly respectfud in a most meaningful way, Dave had made the point
clear when he assigned me; be was blane about che face thae { simply fnew
far mare about the partionlar bind of spmboliom thar we were Hkely

encounter and becawse of thae § nesded to po. Not thar § was o participase
in any sart of combar if it condd be helped—ihar much war clear as well

e aneed Jack were poing w0 take care of that—ihey were the big guns

Dave made sure | understood thav, be told we in wo wncertain terms hat if
 enconniered the enifoy within the wmb { wonldn't sorvive. Things fhad
really goten haivy on this one guickly—ir was nasty on bock planes in a

way you didn 't really wane o be involved with. A bk above the camp at
the rack where fack was pevched with the nighe vision gogples and one of
the AR-15% ﬂmﬁnmd !'Erdrﬁrr fure. _j'a'l!r.é’ sever said a wored when be was
Frypeed abont tntraders—int you conld tell be was presey keyed wp. He was
rrnnting the show—auve had orders to keep a dark camp tonight. Of course,

part of that was expected with the asrolabe and all, bne I expected more.

T was poing ta keep watch on one plane, fack on the other. They were
both asy exhawsted as £ bnt determined to noe mise a thing. | trusted that
dud'ﬁ'f! more g dess srr_f}.

O conerse the lnst time | felt safe was the nighe when the bomb went aff
{awas diwn the ball sitting om the can, of all things, and that’s what saved
miy fife. Carlos and Heiki weren 't so fecky—awith orders w gnard me they
paid for fe with their life. The police bad wristen it off to a drug trafficking
related incident and wmore or less shrugged theiv shonlder—ave knew betier

for mre. We had expected the bit—uwe bad gotten a good gp-off. Bur the
cliee we had recetved was lkely a donble feine—uwe took the bair. The las
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af Carfos aned Heiki was a beavy ane—1 bad only mer them o week before
bue fn that week they bad alveady come to feel ke a brother and a sister.
Jack, epecially, ook things bard, as wonld be expected. Yer, | had to say. it
wsn 't the firse sime for bim to wee Fis comrades fall and wasa't Fkely the
bast. He bael @ grion attitude andd fn the last year or so it bed gotten a bell af
o loe grivemer. He bad seen some really bad things. That sore of experience
CaHRGE f?ﬂ:ﬁ bt gf-ed}lm.r. Sﬂmeﬁnﬁﬁa. strmmetohere, r.érm;_gér. s _s;'ﬂ:'ng H iy
dearly for what they had dane—Jack was intene on that for certain, You
conld fust tell when be spoke. He weas cold as hell on that coove. D wonldn 't
have hasled with him for anytfing in thic world. .

Tt grew darker, and a chill breeze began to run down the momntain, We
probably baed roo ffull days of avrvey o pacll before we d find the wmb size,
i everyihing went as planned, which there was no prowise thae it wonld. 1
settled back. Closed my eyes. The throblbing in my kniee gave me sometfing
o think abour

Casetions fooesteps approached. | opered nry eyes again, [t was Tom once
mure. He et beside me.

“Cront something for youn,” He said.

Whae? " replied,

“Dhan 't ask”™ He said, hawdin e mr.rpfe rgf- Fr'ﬂ;.

Lk, wﬁ_}':’"

“Yore knowr wfr_}' 1'!7} nee, ™ Lo wﬁi;permr, “Wee want to make e Y
sleep but stay as low and snvesolved in the planes as posible " T nodded, of
CONTE.

“Prabably a good fdea. " said. He smiled in apreement.

“This stuff always makes me sck”  complained.

“Bandage up tipht aned get some sleep. You Il be alvight. " He sniled and
gave my shonlder a syneeze and walked off away rowards Perry who was
intent at the eyepiece of the astrolabe. | pulled off the compress on last time
and fnoked and the abscess and winced. Yuck, indeed [ gave it a splash of
the todine cocktail, wrapped things up and crawled ingo my tent. £ condd
hear the grys talking ont theve in fvshed time—{ Fstened for a bit and
then gave np—{ had berter aorn to. 1 slipped fuside the deeping bag, shiv-
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ervd a bit—poppedd thote magic pills and ten minntes lager the world wene
ausy. ..

The mext marning arvived asc wo time had pasied at all  dmply was
awake It was a bit after dawn, and the camp was buey apain. [ sat wp and
stretohed—ihe swelling fn wry knee was mnch better, other than a slight
Freadache | felt srprisingly good | tucked some clothes on and after piving
the rainfly a shake to rattle sone of the marning wmofsenre off § unzipped
the alivar.

The preys wheve packing the pear up onee more. § put my boots on and
Joinied them.

“Sticcess?” | asked.

“Absolrerely, " Jack replied. He looked tived, be el obvionsly been up all
might. He sill bad the AR-I15 dung over his showlder. “Perry's a wiz. We
gor onr initial fix, and Perry faned the sonree of ervor in the inidal survey
as well "

Perry primmed. “A time ervor in the original Go figure " He shook s
Fread, “Vhae sore of thing is easy to mis, but it means that we're six wiles
ton far west.”

“Se, shore trek eday.” fack added, “fuse dowen the ridge frone Fere, " He
piiuted along the face af the escarprsent. “How's the leg?" He asked. “Good
o g™

“Fraoed to g “f repfiez:’. 'y mor ke new, but moch better than yester-
ey, ”

“Crooe! " He said. “Let’s et rolling. Well have something to eat after we
pu an Frower s in. "

ft only tock me a couple of minnge o get packed wp and off we went.
The gmr.r?sd' s fevel, more or fess, avd ?‘HJ'C.&_'J.' mm{gﬁ o e re.ﬂtn'wf_}' ﬁ'ee ﬂ_f-
growth, It fele like beaven after the jungle brush, bur going from vhe bear
belmy to the relative monwntain chill was a shock, for certain. We mads
good time, fack and Perry led the way, T in the midele—Tom brought wp
the rear. [ nosed be Fad bic Colt buile wp as well and was carrying it dung
this morning too, Was there a message in that? Probably, but [ had come
believe there was a mesage in everytiiing. .
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W didln 't bother o eat—as [ .rx_pec.rmr. When fﬂ'ﬂi‘ g mﬂiug. that't
Bowe it e, That's OK, we fad rmé.l six mifles tor g We 'Jge? Rl Pt
again early—t felt good enough o acenally be wefrl woday. That wonld be
poned, maybe fack could actually pet some rest. He needed e i feel presy
ﬁm?s}l canjrfﬂg that Fid aronnd bt H:re_}' huel shoewed me how to e it
befure we left. That was a calibration for we, for suve. IF0 conld Fave seen
myself today, boot-cled and in fatipnes and caveping @ military asanlt
vifle, when §ewas a misgnidad, wnfit, apintonated, clueless pacifise wnider-
gracl, I wonld bave likely passed one. SHIL T bad no regren. § was a bester
person today than [ was those few years before and 1| Enew iz 1 bad come a
very long way, in a number of veres,

We reached our new camp in whae seemed e no time ar all after the
dast few days of dawn o davk grownd pounding—uell befire moon at the
very least. Perry seemed very satisfied with the new site and dowble checked
e manuscripts and the chare copy—it was dear thae Fe folt we were on
e right track. Camp was sei— cooked wp a good salid fench af sheplberd s
pie—uhich we all at ravenonsly, Righe an cue the sun broke ouce and glori-
oes warmid fileel the lietle moteh in e rock where we fad called our bome,
the effece an the mood was instantaneons. Sleeping bags were browghe out ¢
.d':j.l a bit, clothes as weﬂ—_fdc.& banded wme the AR-T15 and Ficked back an
Hiis gmr.r?sd'p::d' in the . ﬁ?ﬂd.ﬂfy I A‘.I’Jwr.rg.ﬁ.t. gﬂﬂa’ ﬁ:r by, f prm:':mr o
shaat the shit oue af anyehing that moved in a les than friemdly way. He
just grivned and closed bis eyer.

Pevry and Tom were discnssing some of the figures on the mannscrips, |
walked pver to foin then. Pevry bad the binocalavs ont and was scanning
the monntainside above. He squinted and adjusted the diopter corrections.

“Whae ela yose thinke?" [ acked.

°F thinke we've presty mnch gor things pepged” He replivd. "Ohnce we bad
the error solved the maps themselves seem presty aconrate. The romb shonld
bet ar a bearing of 165 from bere at an altioude of 13,050 feer. That's vis-
ible from beve. I jrse saking a fook. " He whistled through bis reeth and
stared intenely. “F don 't Enow, but there is a miche wp theve that wonld be a
likely frrse fook. [ feel presey good above it all.”
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P surprived thar things ave poing this easy” Tom saiel " expected
we el be rareling arownd up beve for days.”

i frne with geeing shings done and gesting out of herve myself™ Perey
replied, “Fve got no veason to spend weove time here than we need "

“Vou ve gor to admit it's a wice vien, | agpested.

“Swre, " Perry replied, “aned Ud enjoy it sore if it weven't for the rivk of
especially nasey company. " He winced and Doked around “Uve just pot a
since of a peneral bad vibe as well

I had folt that alio. "Do you think we're poing to have any tronble get-
sing up phere?” | asked.

Both Tom and Perry shook their beads. "Doesn't ook ke it" Tom
repelied. “F've had worse as ascenys to deal with on fehing rips.”

“What, poing fiching with fack?" [ asked, and chuckled a b,

T just shook Fis head and grinned. ” fack bad @ reputacion for drag-
ging peaple the worst posiilbile places,

“The thing { don 't pee” Perry prodeed, “is why bere? This is a mighaly
inaccessible place. Wy weonld arybody astempe to form a gateway heve?”

Tinn shngged. T still ehind we're going to discover a spacial sypehvonic
ity between the planes. [ ber this place corvespanels o an astral lovation.

Perry winced, *f can see thar mipht look that way—Ubuwe it stwmply doesn't
make serse to e, There & far tog much fntent fnvolved in spatial place
ment within the plares for them o corvespond with the material—{'Y
agree with Dave an thae. ™

“Perbaps ance again a symbol, " [ supgested, “Perhaps within a piven
masnerical world view certain locations were asiomed to bave certatn char-
acterittici—ithat was the source of thetr magical newnsenosity—and these
places were chooses strictly becanse of that assemiptioi—iohich af conrse
does make for cobevent reality on the astral planes. "

“That is a possibility I've considered, " Perry replied. "But [ don ¢ see any
af the nypical antfrapoceniric aunmptions—alignmenss with the sary and
srich. I was looking for char Last night, actvally between star siphts. That's
Fraow 1 frronid the time ervor—{ prvely lucked one ™
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“F dont's see any inferent sj.lmﬁaﬂm in the area, either.” Tom added,
“Lonks presty mnech fuse fike monntatng anyuwhere elee.”

“Extstence precedes ecence, " inststed, “We don't have to see the ssvence
af the place. The subjectivity of the tomb builder i an absoluge firse prinei-
ple bere "

“Well sure.” Tom saidd, “Bue I elon't wee any damn thing that 5 spectal
b this place other than the tomb itself so doesn't vy not giving o shit
make the place lex nwemenons on the aseral planes?"

Perry chuckled, "Good guestion!”

1 sar down on a good rock and wiped vy face and thowghe a bit on that.
“That #s a gooe guestion. " | agreed.

Perry pur the binoculars in his pack with the other gear, and plunkbed
dimrm en the Behen covered grownd. "Welll lee's chew on that”

“First, {'ve got to say we wust again look ot the inherent subjectivity. © 1
proddee, Tom took a seat as well and pulled the clfip oue of the carbine. He
oelatleel wiich ix a biv ar fe fsvened. “The question iv this, right? When ane
sees fnberens symbalism, one must see that sysbolisen from within a sbjec-
sive, but alo wniversal perspective, right?

"Lk, not sure” Perry said, "Gooon.”

“Wohar { mean s this, " § contineed, Jﬁ;g.ﬁdng_ﬁfr_gmmr wineds. “When owe
makes a choice, or a valvation ene does so from one'’s own perspeceive. That
mueh i5 true. Hut aloo within thae chaice &5 an inberent asempreion that
dnry other person (n the same civenmstances within the same understanding
wineld make the same valvasion or choice.”

Tonn shrngged. “Sovnds like yon ve reael too much Emmanuel Kant "

I shook ey head. "Uim mot eryfng to vationalize a moval code or argue for
podd. P simmiply saying that people always make what they see to be the vight
decision—even if it is an evil decision. People chooee evil for whar they see
t be right reasons,”

Perry nodded. “Thars consistent with onr code, for swre.”

“For buman evil, anyway,” Tom added “Theve ic cortainly evil that
chagses against el —but it o't of owr arigin.”

“Well, jrry is out om that, " Perry replied.
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“Not far wee. " Tom drove the elip home to justify Fis poine. “f think that
is exactly what we are poing to find beve. This mision bas enconntereed evil

from the stare which & absolueely coberent in fts choive against existence
autel itself even. {ve never ween that before. Loty of sichuess, fosr of selféner-
est, but wever coberent, pihilffcae epil [ think that’s what we're going to
fave " He pansed. "1 don't think we baow bow to deal with that. | suspect
it sommething pew. "

O anectent.” | aelded

O ancient.” he agreeed.

Perry looked vncomfartable with thar. “You don't think there is pure
Frroman evild™ He aofbod.

“Hardly™ Tom replied “We're tov material of a being for that sort of
thing. We can't choose againsg ourself purely ar we lose coberence really

fse.”

“Maybe, but denial can go a long way wich disasociating one's self -
Bof with ane's acttons, at least if one chovses againse Fealeh, which is whar
we re discussng anyhon "

“Are we?" Tom chockled.

Woell, yet™ T frowmed ar bim. “We're going to find this fswe veally
ftigrartant, think

T chasckled agai, Sure, [ sevions, Cro abead] o e the EXPETE, "

“Weld, a’re'_pm'?z: .ﬁefng_}m.r e uwm;ﬂwfug Ef‘.bf?.rﬁrr: .t-fm.r_}mr don 't care
abener the focation of the tomb decreases it newmenosity.”

“Vaup”

“OF ceverse seoe!

“Why”

“Because to not-care is not an getion or @ choice. It ereates or wills noth-
ing "

“Nor even if  really really really don 't give & die?”™ Tom chockied again.

Perry langhed at that as well | gave bim a dirgy look,

“Mor

Vi just teasing. " He apologized.
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I fgnoved Bimn. "W choose our meaning from our existence—uwe create
that wmeaning from pasions which avise from our existence—passion and
meaning are synopmons.”

Ok, g awhead ™ Perry said,

“But we Fave t realize that the totality of exe personal universe, due to
anr fnecapable subjectivity, i finite avel bosnded—bne functionally infr-
aite all the same. " 1 took a breath after that one. “Its a pecnliar thing, but
we see only where we ok, It is just as i we saw everything that existedd
W, for onrselves, indeedd DO see all thar exive, at least all that exises for
ni”

°f buy that." Perry replied. Tom was lstening again g well

“Sg then from a very real perspective, we da have a poditke anthoriny, if
you fike, to decree wpan out personial wniverse what will be the meaning of
onr existerice. We indeed chosse what meaning what ife will fave ™ 1
passed for & momenr. “There s o question af this, this is a responsibility
we cannod evcape, Lo deny this responsibiliey is onfy to de faceo choee a fife
aof o respansibility or integrity. "

“Sare”

“Paint being?" Tom prodded.

“Thar will is only a positive sbstance” 1 looked for words. “fe bas o
HEATTI CONTEEIATE, that mfgi':.r be carnced not-will !

O not-give-a-shic. "

“Righe. "

Ton nioelded. “That's a pood reply. 1 like thae "

“Which is fspartant to realize when we come to deal with magie, e
we're very likely to do " 1 cantioned, "Not belteving & nat refuting. Not
believing makes you fmmnene, but it doesn 't combat arything, ™

“Not participasing is not redsiing”™ Perry added, °f can't stand those
accepiance and detachment cveeds. What a cop ong?”

“But yow can wndersiand he foomediate moral implication and ghe
appeal of sitting o your ass in a monastery and chaniing all day long™ |
continned, or sifting on your s and praying, or WERg YOuT congress-
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man, or wha ever. {t makes you feel better for doing something but com-
bues moching at all—hence mo visk”

“And that. Td say. 5 the greatese buman evil” Tom pot wp and ook a
lood aranmed “Precending you're doing good when, actually, you don't give
i shit. "

“Senncls ke there's o lot af shits not being given. " Perry lbinghed

“Yeah, people need to loosen wp. ™

That was just abouz enongh for me."Yeah, yeah, yeah. " I waved the con-
versation away. “fust remember, the magic we mconnter in the wwmb i
strang enongh that its nor poing o be swept away by disbelisf alone—ir
will have o be connteved by an equally strong belief of i mon-validicy.
Withaut an equal conviction in the validicy of truth, incongruent feg will
adeays conguer. "

MNow we jump ahead in the narmacive o a cairical poine Here we
find the crux of the question.

T can't belfeve we can'’t find it " Perry protested. “e’s got to be vipht
Frerel” There is absolutely no other alternative. Everything makes sense, all
the bearings check aut—1Ive beent over it a dozen times.”

ek gonk amother fook ae the sheer ofiff face bebind the small meadsw.
Fagree—it fits the description completely.”

“It’s pereing davk. " Tom poiuted owe. “We d better setile down. It's going
to storm towards morning ay well, T ber " He nodded to the hovizon.
“We've gaing to pet povmided a bie—likely @ pood deal af vain.”

I suppose this is as good a place as any. " fack replied

“If the tomb is really right bere, do we want to camp bere?" [ asked.

“Why noe?, " fack shrugped [ gues be was right.

“Well doncble wasches onight though anyhew,” He added. “Darke camp
again. "

{ wwas wesed g0 thai by now. | nodded in agreemens “Ul wake the firse balf
af the might with you"
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WU take frose crask then.” Tom replied eagerly. "Um torally bear” He
drompedd Bis pack anel sconved for a bigh spot to piteh the tene”

I broke out the stove and began conking divner. fack, always wary
conddn 't restst continning o poke aronnd. For a balf an bosr, as it grew
further into twilight be kept rambling along the cliff face, examining every
anink aviel cramny. Perry set up the astrolabe one lase time and e qr.rr'e.té.l
o brimmiselfas e began to get sighes. They were obviowsly again just what he
expected, aned not what be wanted [ kept ont of the way and just stirred to
stewe. Tom had his tent see up and was asleep nearly fmmediagely, although
1 expecee he'd awaken coon enongh when be smelled food.

I Feard a whistle. ft was fack “Karen, grab the might vision pogples. " 1
serambled o the alarm and ruched o my pack. "No panic,” be added,
Jrest wanted to check something ot "

Whae?" | serambled withe the gogples wp the soree to where be was
staneding,

He pointed wp the Jliff face abowr 50 feer direcely above bis bead
“Ban. " He said. "1 wounldn 't think they o five up ohis bigh.”

s seill prevey sewmperate. [ said, “But they've goe to have some sort of
shelter, ripht?”

“Thars whae { was ehinking " he :I'Ifri’f:l‘!.l‘.‘til wp tnte the dark. "Buwe { can'’t
e a‘.\;.r:'ug i there ﬁr them o &fﬂg o " handed bim the m’gﬁ: st
el beld them i dnJﬁrrmrf them in. “Bat, dﬁ‘:lg.l’r:" he wsittered :rﬁer a
momeree, bt { still con't wee. " e pavsed for @ moment. “Holy Shie, yon
neeel o see this "

“Whaee"

“Here, take a look; you tell me”

He handed over the glases and T held them up. [t was easy to see the bans
fitting ant throngh the glasces in the dark dey with the pain dialed way up.
I sane one dave oug and vanish, another dere in and fose it 1 condeln 't make
ont where they were rovsting. “Whaes wp?" L asked, “F don't see.”

“Keep at it” fack presed.

Ar that monrent | did see—my jaw dropped “Jack, I swear § sanw a bat
iy saraight frge the cliff wall and vanish™ | strained ar the eyepieces apain.
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“Vaep, thats whae { st o

“Wilhae s up wish thae?"

He sk the popgles back for a monent, beld them up once more, and
chuckeleed saftly. “Vup, ['m convinced—we finnd the tomb entrance” He
shit the gogples down. “Lets tell the others.” He motioned towards the
canngr.

“Vou still haven t explained” | followed bim dows the rabble towareds
the meaclon once again.

“Suppose yon nsed a magical symbol to disguise the entrance to a cave, or
a tomb, or simething, and you forger the face that some things shat might
Frawe an intevest in the place might not be able o see”

I paped ar thar—"Yon mean a spel np there that is working on v, &y
something we ve somehow aborbed. "

“Yiup" be said “But the bats don't carve, as they can't see the manifesia-
sram anyhow. Even §f they conld kinda see, their echolocation wonld be a
mivech mire strong cie and wenedd shatter the spel " He lavghed. "W, we
Fruched vt an shat one again”

“Se bow are we goiag to ger in there?” § acked as we approached the
camp.

Woell Fve already been nailed by the spel” fack said, “But the spel ivvelf
abvionsly has o fnherent tactile qualiny, or the bats would be able to sense
it " He shrugged. °f fmmapine if one of ws climbs wp theve blindfolded we'
get vipht fn. Blind ac o bae. "

{ shook my head in disbelief—but it wonld [kely work. "Perry, yon can
pust that thing anway” fack called to Perry who was obvionsly involvee i yet
awnother ronnd of proving the abvions. “We've frund onr targee!”

And therein lies the eritical point—regardles of whar mipht be the
actuality of ebjeciive existence, objectivity, for sbjective conscionness does
mar exiit! Ohbjective existence lies across the unspanable gulf of the
senses—ithe senses thar which we as marerial beings use to creared the
model of extstence—aour conscious self again creating owrself as the
metaphor of what then must exist in reply o these phansmic objecs.
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As our adventurers state in fne exstential form, existence does indeed
precede essence, and must so for any consciousness. Consciousness is a
respanse o existence—creating itself from a myriad of ireegular and
broken reflections—an amalgam of love and hate, pain and plea-
sute—of the heautiful and the hideous—consciousness is nothing of
not 4 reply. Henee the form that the reply will take, the voice it uses
determines the very nature of the subjective universe, This is inescap-
able. As we have said before, the universe has no meaning, To ask what
the meaning of life mighe be is foolishness. Life, as of yer, has not
meaning, Yer at some poine, from some yer unachieved perspecrive, life
will indeed acquire a meaning, and thar meaning is the very meaning
thar we are imbuing existence with right now. We are indeed the
furure of ourselves, and the inescapable responsibilicy of chis basic face
must only steel our resolve. Will che meaning of the scory of mankind
will be thar of Hourishment and every reaching higher wowards greater
eruth and beauwo—or will that of mankind be one of sdFhare, a rejec-
tion of life rowards the black abyss on unexistence? We wage thar war
right now as we speak. There is no middle ground.
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The Fundamental Truths of the Astral Warrior:

That we as Fooman .E'efngs are waterial ﬁ'er'ng!r. We arose ﬁm midier;

matter we a!r:.'.fd_}-r return. bk b Ay eltenice chonse dlaaih.

GHT SE.!:I{.!:I.'IHM oy Fl‘.l?é‘?i&]"ﬂ'H_}' J:?‘?i‘?'i‘i‘ﬂ?’.ﬁ'!.lrﬂﬂ?i-mﬂfé‘n.df Pﬂ?’:. onr :‘pdnﬁ' ﬂf
COFSCIONSESS ﬂ&ﬂ;ﬂpﬂmm mﬁm’n N E‘m&ﬁm Irgf ITees i‘!.l'l'ﬂr!‘r{lf FIORES, I

et ggdin a re'ﬂern'nn ﬂf ontr material renf:'g.l. Those toho sy elieuwise cfoose
dearh

Thae we thae chose lghe, lfe, and positive becidiey always must sirive
gf'em;a!{].- forvards Egﬁr, .Er:ﬁ, aned prsiiie .Er.rr:'dr:'g.l. To rgﬁm'n _ﬁwm f:_'lf'ﬁn Iy
ane’s band i the presence af evil & to be evil. Those v say eltewive chose

deah.

We choose always the conrse af health and {ife. Positive lncidity anly marni-
fests bealeh and Iife. To choose elvewise is to choose death. Thase that choose
elsenwise phoose degrh,

That we swear evernal bostility ro all those who chovse againse bealth and
fife fir deaeh, against thuse who cfoase against freedom for feiters, agains
thase wihn choose apains srength for weabness, apafast thase that chovse

apaiust trueh for fes and sweee deceits, Those who swear other allepiances
chowse allepfances with death.



Afterword

A permm:f note ﬁ'am G. Travels:

As for the nexe step. .

Much has occurred in che last year. The world s a harder and
meaner place than it was when [ last wrore—aof counse we spoke of the
inevitability of this trend toward conflice, so for those of us who keep
an eye on the horizon we are perhaps not wo surprised. Much change
is afoor—I really do believe thar we may have passed a very crirical
point in human existence. | believe may have seen the beginning of the
end of the il age already—and wich it we have seen the beginning of
the end of the greatest period of wealth char the world has ever
seen—and indeed may ever see apain. Civilizations have always been
built and empire creaved upon the ready access of resources—free from
the carth for the raking, and these resources—all of them—are rapidly
being used up. We as a culeure refuse to learn anything ar all from our
mistakes and our atrocities, we deliberately ignore the face thar the
waotld is a zero sum game with only a finite amount of resources—chat
at some point thar ultimare barrier to expansion must be reached. We
are indeed now approaching chis barrer. Since the majority of our cul-
ture is affliced with an obsessive compulsive disorder that demands
and drives the acquisition of property and wealth o the exclusion of all
else, ar some poine as goods become rarified the only means lefe o
scquire yet more from one’s self s to steal from others. ..

And the afluent are stunned at che harred the poor feel wowards
them? Thar the West and the American people in particular are
stunned that much of the word bears so much resentment towards

them? Why? It is indeed a religiowns (un)holy war on all sides—of fun-

34
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damentalist capitalist consumerism against all other fundamentalise
rr_'ligimu.'. There s no surprise in this conflice—materialism againse
“otherworldlisms"—they are certainly moreal rivals, aprpressive and
mutually exclusive, This | fear o be the precursor of the final gl::l]:ﬂ
conflict. | say final becanse in the conflice will be consumed the wealth
and resources NOCCRsAry o :ﬁghr a second g]:ﬂ'rﬂ confict—as well as the
wealth and resource to recover. | do not see an :llJt:IEa.l}'l.‘l‘TiE cata-
clysm—alchough this remains a possibilie—bure racher a day is reached
in which there no longer exists the fuel to By che bombers, the ranks
rust where they ran diy—and eccept for the perty and vicious small
scale warfare thar likely will trend on ince perpetniy—licde of scale

will ever rumble again,

This i the way the world ends
This i the way the world ends
This i the way the world ends
Not with a ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ_g_. Bt with a w.l’rfmper. .

I do nor wish o participate in this conflice. | do net, however,
believe it is possible o prevent ic. The conflicr, in fact s mecessary as we
finally writhe free from che fantastic erroneous religious values thae
entrap us. God no longer speaks o us—we are abandoned as orphans
e omrselves as we tumble through the cosmos—that realizarion shales
the heart of most all who live today, The fght is nor so much for this
or that but rather for meaning iself—for affirmation of existence,
There is none. There is nothing, This senst be realized.

The rime has arrived for we courageous among men to squarely face
the Facr that we lack any “metaphysical” basis for our actions, we must
also abandon our preference for the “otherworldly”™ and finally ger
beyond primicive conceprs of “good and evil” once and For all. Again,
this st oceur, for we know this realie—and the denial of this realicy
makes many of us ill. The desperare grasping towards the divine affir-
marion thar will never come is bene into desperate grasping in many
forms, Some shuffe for miles in the hor sun o a shine in bare feet in
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grasping for affirmation. Some beat their bodies and cut themselves
and wail in che dark in this grnﬁping for affirmation. In our culoure, we
watk long hours ar the detriment ar our health and our relation-
ships—we atrempt to build grand remples and homes in this grasping
fir athrmation. This is hollow and empty, for certain, and the mark of
iadness.

MNone-the-less, the faer that we lack any “otherworldliness;” thae if
any god or other or spiritual realm exists it remaing inaceessible o and
unfathomable o us—and as such, does mor exise by definition—this real-
ity does not preclude the necessity thar we must still life ourselves by
our own booestraps and fAnd reason and eriteria for our actions lest we
lose volition alrogether. We have not the lhocury of doing elsewise. For-
tunarely, while this is a difficulry, | believe it need not be an impossibil-
iy, Withour reliance on any “spiriual” assumption, one can still form
a reasonable ethic—indeed the amdy reasonable echic. There can hardly
be a debare thar even in a world withour meaning or god thar some
actions are, ar least on a personal level, more constructive for me chan
others, As well, chat some actions can seem as helping the continuance
of my existence more than others and some actions that, again, ar least
from my personad perspective, do the same for “others”—and shis may be
inceresting because these actions may also be beneficial o me, Indeed,
the entire natural world exists on such an echic and carries along mar-
velously withour a single conscious thoughe, We should examine and
affirm this same principle—the principle of the successful—which is
what | will call within the contexe of consciousness, to affirm like.

When | say “affirm like” | certainly do not mean to supgese any leap
hack ineo the otherworddly. 1 do not sugpest that life has any inherent
value excepr for those involved in i—and then irrationally—every
thing thar live has an ingerese in i own existence or it wouldn'c. When
| say “affirm life" | simply mean this—o pumsue, in our case con-
sciously and deliberarely, whar all other living dhings do: w grow,
creare, oo become ever seronger and more expansive. To do so as well in
@ manner thar trends owards my personal evoluton: w my overy
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increasing personal complexity and diversicy: of conrse in duing so |
create an environment around me of complexity and diversity for my
own benehire as | reach ever ]1ighr_'r..."'3'."t: can, with very lintle diseom-
fort, live within the same echic as does a tree—the tree, o survive, must
reach ever ]1iHhr_'r towards the sun, with ever stronger branches, and
with ever procher Fc:l]ia.gr_'; W st :|m'p our fruits about us for hoth
cutselves and the small erearures lest we bosh perish; we muse grow
high and broad woril we seem o suppore the stars and the heavens
themselves. .1 hardly speak in metaphor. .

All peraomial concepioms of reality are inberently erroveons. Some, how-
ever, are les damaging thar others. in the absence of wnderstanding,
awithin this mudddle we call fife, let ny deliberately choose for aurelves those

concepiions of reality—alvhongh we wust rationally fnally admit they are
st fkely fmvalid—ihat make ws bester peaple. ..

Alnnays seele and affirm life, my friends. ..

5. Travel
Octaber 2002
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