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Isagogical  commentary , errata
and answers to readers questions

In the previous number of our journal, we have talked about The Aspersion Ritual 
as a part of the Protocol for Entering Old System Magic. It seems that many Old System 
Magic students enjoyed it and have read it really carefully.

Well, like any new beginning, it has its downsides... 
Shortly after I released the issue, I observed that I made a mistake regarding the 

tracing of the circle,  mistake made because of  not  thinking (in the acute process of 
writing the material) to the lines of the circle but to the spaces between those lines. Of 
course any of those who already practice the ritual got my original point and a little 
thinking solves this problem. So, I decided to let this issue to be solved by a further 
errata. However, I was glad that my readers observed the mistake, fact that gives credit 
to the intelligence of Old System Magic students. Here is a letter received from such a 
clever student:

Hi George,
Between Ceremonial Magic and the Power of Evocation, "the magical thought of the week", and  

your new "apocryphal edition of the journal"  I'm catching a discrepancy in the description of the circle  
template, specifically the number of circles drawn. In his commentary to the Heptameron from 'Ceremonial  
Magic' Lisiewski at the top of page 135 writes "By referring to figure one above, the reader  will see  
that the circle is actually a series of four circles  the center one being the area of operation." I had–  
always been confident in this description until I read the following from his article on the Magical  
Chamber from The Magical Thought of the Week.  First he writes "As to the 'Circle Template' This is a  
series of concentric circles, the outer of which is nine feet in diameter, the two inner of which are a hand's  
breath distant from each other (I covered this matter in detail in Ceremonial Magic and the Power of  
Evocation."One outer and two inner indicates to me three circles. Then later in the article "The wooden  
Altar is that basic design taken from The Book of the Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage. It has great  
utility in all areas of magic, without being cumbersome and without taking up more area in the Magical  
Chamber than is necessary. It is placed at the exact center of the third and innermost circle, and remains  
there in a fixed position."
 And now in your new journal you also seem to be describing the circle template as three and not  
four circles. "Already dressed proper for this sacred moment, draw with the holy chalk, on the floor of  
your magical chamber, a triple circle as described above. I am still fairly confident in the four circle design  
from the  Heptameron but these differences have introduced a significant degree of doubt. Am I missing  
something here?

 Jayce 



My answer:
Yes. You are absolutely right. I forgot to write about the fourth circle that should 

be traced and that is a mistake in the howling that I did not observe until it was already 
published so I let it alone for a further errata in the second... Most certainly it should be 
added another sentence there  (Howlings from the Pit Volume II Number 1, page 21) 
speaking about the fourth circle that should sound something like: "And the forth circle  
which will limit the third space should be traced in the manner of the second". The 
mistake was a writing one since I meant the it for the three spaces... but any careful 
reader it is able to realize that like anyone who already practices the rite. I will re-write 
in the following in a more clear and correct manner what I did not express in the most 
fortunate manner before:

Where?  :  Already dressed proper for  this  sacred moment,  draw with the holy 
chalk, on the floor of your magical chamber, a  triple-spaced circle as described above 
(the outer circle of nine feet - a space – the second circle of eight feet - the second space  
– the circle of seven feet – the third space – the last circle of six feet – and the inner  
space in the center of which will be the altar placement and where the Magus acts like 
the Sun (Tiphareth) of  its magical system calling powers by his “gravitational” pull .) 
This  circle  must  surround  the  altar.  On  the  altar  must  be  placed  the  vessel  with 
sprinkling water and the vessel with salt, the text of the Ritual and Dee's prayers, and the 
vial with extra virgin olive oil.
              How? : The first month (28 days) or four to six weeks:
          1: First you draw the outer circle from the east to the south, the west and the north
until the circle is complete. Then, draw the middle circle from the east to the north, the
west and the south until the circle is complete. Than draw the inner one in the manner of
the first.  "And the forth circle which will limit the third space should be traced in the  
manner of the second".This creates the circle template which will be present in the room 
the  whole  time you practice  the  ritual.  After  you draw it  on  the  first  day  it  is  not 
necessary to draw it again!

You might have now a good  feeling thinking that “ I'm glad that's cleared up!“ 
but how nothing in the world is as simple or as complicated as it seems, I will remind 
you one thing: Old System Magic rituals are not exclusively constructed on kabbalistic 
basis. And even if you think that the circle issue needs no more clarification, once you 
will read “The Veritable Key of Solomon” by Skinner&Rankine, you will once again 
tend to be in a little doubt. There is described a circle in which the inner one has 9 feet 
radius and not diameter. But about this we will talk another time and for now it suffice 
to say that it is another grimoire which you must not mix with this ritual, because it 
obviously has its own way of doing things, which is similar but not exactly the same.

This being the case I will now continue with another problem raised coincidently 
by the same Old System Magic student about the subject of  the use of Kabbalistic 



Cycles:
I wonder why Dr. Lisiewski doesn't use the paths more than he does. For instance why not use the  

hour of Jupiter on Friday (Fortune Path) for buying the impedimenta for the Aspersion rite? It seems this  
would be more in line with attracting opportunity. I am aware that in the rite proper one impedimenta is  
purchased on a day and hour ruled by Venus and the other one on a day and hour ruled by Jupiter (a sort of  
Fortune influence) but why not use the Fortune hour directly. As far as summoning and preparation of the  
blasting rod, again the 'same' day and hour are used. So what is the significance of this over using one of the  
Paths? ... Jayce

My answer:
There is an important reason for "the not" using the path in this case: The reason 

for not using the path is actually The Magical Use of The Path! I will explain: as you can 
observe by  Kabbalistic  Analysis,  the  vessel  is  Venerian and the  water  Jovian!  That 
means that the flow "of the water" is downward into the vessel! More importantly, in the 
case of magical items we use the purest energies because we use exact symbols. In the 
grimoires and other telesmatic practices the general use is "same day-same hour" ! That 
is our case too! (in every day life we should avoid, however, these intense influences, as 
being in a state of instability, as Dr. Lisiewski mentions in Kabbalistic Cycles...because 
in  everyday life,  we  are  not  protected  by  a  magical  circle,  and we  use  energies  of 
synthesis not of analysis!).  Venus must hold the flow of Jupiter or else you use the 
vessels of the daughters of Danaos from the myths... So for the last time: do not change 
the ritual of the Dr. Lisiewski, it is exactly made as it should be, and it is very harmonic! 
If we were to use the Fortune Card, we would have mixed energies in the two elements 
of the ritual. But as you know, the elements of the magical ritual have the SUPREME 
SIMPLICITY OF SYMBOL! Do not ruin that. The entirety of the Ritual is supposed to 
be  a  synthesis,  not  only  one  impedimenta.  The  single  impedimenta  is  one  simple 
element which you will come to realize on your analysis. 

Another  question  came  relating  to  a  possible  Kabbalistic  Analysis  of  The 
Aspersion  Ritual  and  of  The  Ritual  of  Consecration  of  The  Magical  Chamber  (my 
answer is in normal writing while the letter is rendered in hand-writing font):

Consecration of the Magical Chamber: -The Aspersión Ritual is based on a Catholic rite but ¿What  
is the origin of the Ritual Consecration? ¿Is based on the Aspersión Ritual more harmonious kabbalistic  
elements added to it? -Both rituals have similarities and differences: Similarities: earthen bowl, salt,  
mountain spring water, the circle of 9 feet, the altar, ritual linen vestment. Differences: the candles and  
holders, the wooden sulfur-less matches, the mix of salt and water, the position behind the altar, the Sign  
of the Cross, and the dedication.

You made a good observation. The Consecration Ritual is a ONE TIME rite. IT is 
a  space dedication for  a  certain  purpose.  It  is  its  inauguration  for  Magic.  Churches 



before are placed in use are regularly sanctified by the bishop of the place by purging 
them  with  holy  water.  This  happens  again  in  case  that  the  church  was  subject  to 
profanation. 

 -First we should make a "kabbalistic analysis", of the Ritual of Consecration.-I know that the  
moderator has preferred to leave some issues for the next journal, but forgiving our impatience, ¿Could we 
say that the elements common of the rituals have the same associations? (for example water-jupiter),

Yes, you can say that. The symbolic analogies between the Aspersion Ritual and 
The Ritual for Chamber Consecration are very close and easy to identify to each other.

 ,and the specific elements of the ritual of consacration we can infer from our kabbalistic analysis (eg.  
sulfur-less matches-venus).

Sulfur-less  matches  are  used  due  to  the  fact  that  the  sulfur  element  is  not 
beneficial, because of his analogies with hell on the more trivial-mannered side and to 
Saturn – the Planet of Obstruction in the more esoteric and astrological sense.  Sulfur-
less matches are meant to be Saturn-less matches or obstruction-less matches. In the 
ritual  of  consecration  you  light  nine  lights  which  are  the  Kether  of  Yesod  in  a 
holographic image of the Tree of Life, reaching down to Tiphareth. By consuming the 
candles the light of Kether is communicated to Yesod, reaching down through the Path 
of The High Priestess, the Purest Essence present in the Temple of Mysteries. By this 
you communicate the mysterious powers of  The Temple to your Magical Chamber. 
While the candles burn, you pray. You, (The Sun) pray to Kether to send its light. The 
prayer of dedication is highly linked to the High Priestess Card as well.

 In the  beginning  was  the  magic:  -Papus  (born  near where I live),  Dr.  Lisiewski,  and  the  
Moderator and Author of the Journal II, have said that the authors of the grimoires have been the  
Catholic priests. Could we talk about a internal current, parallel, underground, within Catholicism. A group  
who managed to synthesize esoteric ideas and practices from ancient, achieving a new synthesis subjective.  
They perceived a continuity between The New Christianity and the ancient traditions, and this continuity  
was that allowed them to compose the grimoires.

Well, you could say that an underground tradition existed, BUT we have no data 
to say that this tradition was organized or approached in a more solitary manner. I tend 
myself to believe the second. Nevertheless, it is my strong conviction that most of the 
grimoire writers from the Catholic Church were taking to account the dangers that the 
Church moral teachings were about those who practice sorcery, so they were doing their 
best not to commit sacrilege against the Church, but to find a synthesis by which no 
independent dogma (except the law: Do not practice sorcery!) was transgressed. Papus, 
Levi, Trithemius and Agrippa are such examples. So they agreed with what the Church 
was telling them with almost no exception. But their opinion was that we can use the 
gifts God-given even in a more “supernatural” manner while not  transgressing other 



God-given laws.
 For the "Official Catholic" the grimoire looks like "dealings with the malignant", but in those days  
the magic is seen as a high spiritual practice, in which the magician should have adequate preparation?  
"Catholic priest". Something that is preserved in the Catholic in the practice of exorcism. This stream of  
thought within Catholicism ¿have survived until centuries XVI, XVII, in which some priests operating with  
the Grimoire until her annihilate by the "Official Catholic"?.  Juan

You lured me in a philosophical debate here. The fact is that Magicians of Old 
were very careful not to commit any sin! It might seem strange but this is a fact. Many 
of modern occult practitioners and self-declared witches are saying that this was only the 
case to keep a low profile. I think that is not the case: I believe that they really tried to be 
good catholics and to avoid any transgressions. That is why, some tomes like  Janua 
Magica Reserata contain invocations to the angels in a manner which stresses the fact 
that the Magician has to be sure of the nature (good or bad) of the called spirit. Adam 
McLean observed this almost “paranoid” style of entering contact with a spirit. This is 
because our good magicians of Old System Magic were not anti-clerical by no means, 
they were not anti-Christian by no means whatsoever1. They were Christian clerics with 
little variations of opinion. This explains The Book of Visions which tried to make Ars 
Notoria more Christian, or more licita!...

Another question brings us back to the Consecration Ritual:
Dear George,

I would like to extend a tremendous thanks to you for continuing the work on the Journal, finding this  
information is incredibly helpful to myself and to the devotees and students of the Old System Magic  
follower. I have a brief question regarding the section of "Kabbalistic Analysis" and specifically the point  
#2 that you make regarding the consecration of the chamber. The water, candles, holders, bowl, and  
matches... should these be purchased or created under the same auspices and direction as the actual items that  
the Aspersion Ritual itself is done with? If so, under what planetary auspice should I purchase the  
candles and holders, as well as the matches? The Linen Alb or robe, what significant day will this need to  
be created on... is there a specific here? I am renting a large area specifically for this, as I've been in the  
armchair for over three years until I felt I my life was at a point to be devoted. It is perfectly quiet and  
private for my own use however once I am ready to proceed with operations from the Grimoires I will  
utilizing property that I own far out in the mountains. I primarily follow Dr. Lisiewski's writings and  
works of Agrippa with as much precision as I might understand, however because you are detailing the  
consecration ritual I would like to be certain of the precision in acquiring the impedimenta for this ritual.  
Thank you so much once again for this invaluable addition and teaching to the system. If you can share with  
me any advice, it will not fall on deaf ears. Joel

1 "The teachings of the Church, the sacraments, and the rituals, these were merely the outer cloak that gave meaning and 
form to the Magi's inner truths. God spoke to them through nature, but the church gave the language of the day to  
express it." (Mark Stavish, Renaissance Magic article)



My answer:
This question asks for a really long answer by reason of the largeness of efficient 

possibilities. You ask for the planetary auspices: like I  wrote in the previous issue, the 
most general beneficial influence is The Default Setting: Monday, on the Seventh Hour 
of the Day, related to the Sun's and Success Path 30, with the info-energetic flow from 
Hod (Mercury) to Yesod (Moon). Also, the Moon Crescent (waxing to full) must be free 
from any wound given by Saturn or Mars, and free from combustion from the Sun, and 
out of Via Combusta (the 15 degrees Libra- 15 degrees Scorpio interval). Planet Mercury 
should be in direct motion (not retrograde).

But lets get down to the more specific parts of your question (first of all, since Dr. 
Lisiewski did not make any comments about this matter when he gave the text of the 
ritual, it means not that it is not important, but only that the student can find the answer2 
easily by means of his subconscious subjective synthesis, research and reasoning ):
– The Alb: some of the grimoiric writings teach us to have the alb made by a virgin. 

We also know that it is highly advisable to make our own impedimenta.  In this case 
I think that the most fortunate idea is to have it made with the Moon crescent while 
passing  through  Virgo  (the  best  is  the  XIIIth  Mansion  of  the  Moon  between  4 
degrees, 17 minutes and 11 seconds Virgo and 17 degrees, 8 minutes, 36 seconds 
Virgo, called Miah - The Secret Ones), but with no wounds from Saturn or Mars, The 
Moon should not be in its Void of Course, neither combust, and Mercury should be 
direct (not retrograde). Since we are using the Virgo significance in congress with the 
planet of magic – The Moon, we can use either Mercury (the lord of Virgo) hour in a 
Moon's day (which is the most fortunate) either Moon hour in a Mercury's day. There 
you have it: you are magically dressed in purity, and you are the Sun (the magical 
path in the Kabbalistic Cycles) of your own planetary system, you are covered in 
Light.  In case you make your own alb buy the items to make it  under the same 
auspicious times. In case you are ordering it, use these auspicious hours to give the 
order but also to gain contact (receive) the object. It is best that the Sun be in Leo but 
this is secondary. 

– The matches are used to light (Sun) 9 candles (Moon). So they should be bought 
during a Venus Hour on a Sunday because the fire produced by them will transform 
the  candles  (Death  Card)  by  a  somewhat  “alchemical”  process  giving  you  the 
opportunity to access stunning and utterly glorious results. The astrological advice is 
to observe that Saturn does not wound (square, conjunction or opposition) either the 
Moon or the Sun, or Venus for that matter. Try to find the planets well dignified. 
They should be sulfur-less matches because we should avoid Saturn's influences. The 
“alchemical”  process  is  the  process  by  which  the  fire  will  take  your  desire  of 
consecration from the white of the candles and place it in the world of the spirit. So 
you are using Malkuth to influence Yesod. Once the desire is placed in Yesod, will 
try to become “material” once again in Malkuth because any information that reaches 
Yesod tends after some time (the Tav Path) to become mundane. Of course, there, in 

2 “No operation will succeed unless  the exorcist understand completely what he is about” Idries Shah quoting Clavicula in The Secret Lore of Magic.



Yesod, the faint nature of your desire will be faint no more. It will gain power and 
efficiency from your subjective synthesis and from the other sublime attributes of the 
ritual. One more thing: this is a consecration ritual: meaning Making a Thing Sacred! 
In Latin, making a thing sacred is called sacer facere which is the origin for the word 
Sacrifice! So making a thing sacred implies a  sacrifice. And what a better thing to 
sacrifice than a virgin?! In our case, the virgin candles...

– The white  candles  are  again Moon related,  and you can purchase  them during a 
Moon's Hour in a Moon's Day. Observe that The Moon must be free from any wound 
given to her by Saturn or Mars, and free from combustion from the Sun, and out of 
Via Combusta (the 15 degrees Libra- 15 degrees Scorpio interval). Planet Mercury 
should be in direct motion (not retrograde). The Moon should be either in Cancer, 
Taurus or Virgo. Something that can add to the symbolism but not as a must: the Sun 
could be in Pisces, giving his light to the Virgo. 

– The candle holders should be bought in a Monday during a Venus Hour. They are 
just holding the candles, but your hopes (The Star Atu) should be signified in the 
ritual as a fixing and consistent thing. A good thing would be the presence of either 
Moon or Venus in Taurus. As you can see, The candles are embraced from the two 
sides by the loving, Venusian influences which you as the Sun will bestow upon the 
face of the Moon. The upper side is transformed by fire and the lower side is the well 
grounded in the element of earth.

– The other impedimenta, common to the Aspersion Ritual should be purchased in the 
same manner that is described thereof. 

– In the Ritual of Consecration of the Magical Chamber, The Practitioner dressed in the 
Alb is The Purifying Light of The Spiritual Sun. The Candles are the Receivers of the 
Sun's Desire, as the Moon Receives the light of the Sun. The Light that the Sun sheds 
upon the candles (by the sulfur-less matches) and is burning and transforming the 
surface of the Moon. The candle holders keep the candles as the Sun keeps its planets 
around him by his gravitational Love. It is best that this Ritual should be practiced 
soon after the spring equinox, when the Sun is exalting and it is good time for new 
beginnings.

Another  question  was  written  to  me  by  an  Old  System  Magic  student  who 
obviously is bothered by some of Agrippa's  bad  Hebrew rendition:

Dear Mr. George,
...I have read somewhere that the seal for Jophiel used by Agrippa in his books for the Intelligence  

of Jupiter it is wrong since it uses the letters: yod-he-phe-yod-alef-lamed and not the letters yod-vau-phe-
yod-alef like the name requires. Is the seal wrong and Agrippa wrong? Jason

My answer:
The Seal is not wrong! It is correct! The thing that Agrippa does wrong is the 

rendering in Latin letters of the name which would have to be Jahphiel,  Johphiel or 
something  of  the  sort.  I  do  not  know who  tried  to  change  the  seal  to  answer  the 



requirements of the Hebrew name Jophiel, or in what “magick” book you have read that, 
but it is clear that the individual who wrote it is not familiar with Agrippa's system of 
magic. If  you will look back in Agrippa's work in the place where he talks about The 
Scale  of Number Ten,  you will  see that  Jophiel  (the Beauty  of  God,  although some 
scholars have doubts about the correctness if this interpretation on the angel's name) is 
an angel who is of Cherubim-Ophanim class, hence of the Hochmah Sphere designed on 
the Kabbalistic Tree of Life. This is in congruency with the Hekaloth and Merkavah 
Literature which places Jophiel in some sort of report or relationship with Metatron and 
Raziel, making his rank one of the most sublime and his relations with humans rare and 
exceptional. 

Now, if we look to the Sphere of Jupiter, we see another angel there: Tzadkiel. 
Not as sublime as Jophiel, he has relations to humans and his assistance is often required 
in magic. Further, we will go to the magical squares and the seals thereof. There, we will 
see none of the names present in the Scales of Numbers. Why is that? Because here, 
Agrippa  is  using  another  principle  of  magic:  not  Hebrew  tradition  but  the  almost 
obsessive  need  of  philosophers  in  gaining  the  harmony  of  the  numbers  (from 
Pythagoras, Giordano Bruno, Julianus, Giovanni Batista de la Porta etc.)3 If you will 
watch carefully, indeed observe that you do not recognize any of the names given for the 
seals drawn from kameas as being from the Hebrew literature previous to Agrippa: only 
Jophiel! But why him? Because is not him, it is another! It is an Intelligence which 
signifies the embodiment of the Number 136! Jophiel is not 136, but Johphiel is. When 
you will read with the required attention the chapters “What numbers are attributed to 
letters.. What numbers are attributed to the gods... etc” you will see that what counts in 
the matters of the seals taken from magical squares is the observation of numbers and 
not the observation of a previous tradition. Jophiel is NOT an Angel of Jupiter because 
he is an angel who resides in the Sphere of Hochmah4 , and Johphiel is an Intelligence, 
embodiment of the Number 136, receiving the Jovian office. Do not confuse the two!

                            A  Magical  Calendar  of  the  Karcist
When  I decided to write about the Magical Calendar (1896 A.D.)I thought that I 

will  probably need to analyze it  in the journal  issue.  It  is  obviously a little  late for 
considering  it  Old  System  Magic,  but  it  still  has  the  “spirit”  like Johann  Baptista 
Großchedel's edition from 1620.

Much to say about it I do not have except that we observe that it reveals some of 
the Old System Magic era information and some of Gothic era approach and illustration. 
Some of the seals within are used in his works by Eliphas Levi and I choose to let the 
Old System Magic students the thrill of gaining insights from admiring it. It is not so 
well known and I think that it should be, so I will reproduce the facsimile in its entirety 
because  an  image  worths  more  than  a  thousand  words.  The  French  is  easily 
understandable with exception of little parts but they will not ruin your enjoyment.
3(Again is my present opinion  that the magical squares tradition  was received by Agrippa via Arabic tradition and not Hebrew)
4(so an angel of the Zodiac Sphere in the old system  or of Uranus or Neptune in the new speculative qabalistic systems)



































The students of Old System Magic interested in some  Experimental works can 
find great insights in the above published paper and can probably gain lots of important 
points in the process of  forming of their subjective synthesis by discovering the sources 
that created this calendar. Some are obvious and some are still a mystery. In any case, it 
is a great synthesis and I consider it an artful form into which you can read the essential 
secrets of Magic. It can be more things said, but the space of the issue was occupied by 
answers to the readers questions.

                        Special Announcements

This is  the rebirth  of  Howlings  from the Pit  publication,  as  announced in  the 
previous  number,  for  the  help  of  the  students  of  Old  System  Magic  from:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Old_system_magic_and_theurgy_and_highmagic.
This journal  is  meant  to  help Old System Magic students,  at  least,  as  for  the 

intellectual part of the problem goes, to form and polish their subjective synthesis, and 
from testimonies received by us, the last issues achieved its purpose.

Sadly, Dr. Lisiewski kept his word to this moment in not continuing his writing in 
the occult domain. His present publisher is The Original Falcon Press and released this 
winter his last book  commented on the following pages.

This Journal Issue is the second of many to come (with an issue every semester), 
being the result of many over-analytical “dissections” of any occult subject within the 
range of Old System Magic, Theurgy and High Magic. This journal, although a little 
more systematic, will keep the original one's form and size and we're hoping to reach it's 
level (in about 40 years or so).

Special  credits  are  given  to  our  editor,  Frater  E.I.E,  our  most  dear  Canadian 
friend. 

For  any  particular  questions,  respectful  demands,  orders  of  the  issues  of  this 
journal,  proposal  of  articles,  or  any  of  the  sort,  you  can  write  e-mail  to 
old_system_magic@yahoo.com.

In the next issues:

We will continue our quest in revealing the mysteries of magic, the mysteries of 
Man made Perfect, Time and Space, Air, Fire, Water and Earth, the mysteries that will 
turn the profane into a Magus that will not be tempted by the illusions of splendor given 
to him by the Empusa of  “New Age” teachings.

It has not been yet decided the actual subject of the next issue but as things tend to 
unfold before our very eyes and we are amazed of the wonders within these realms so 
should be the case here...From the many letters I received, in this issue I responded only 
to those relating to Old System Magic, and only to the most profound of them. High 
Mysticism, Alchemy and New System Magic questions got their answers by e-mail.

mailto:old_system_magic@yahoo.com


    Review to Joseph Lisiewski's : Israel  Regardie and The Philosopher's Stone

'In this book, Dr. Lisiewski delves into the hitherto unknown role Israel Regardie 
played in the world of Practical Laboratory Alchemy: not the world of idle speculation  
and so-called inner alchemy, but the realm of the test tube and the Soxhlet Extractor.  
Revealed  for  the  first  time  are  Regardie's  own private  alchemical  experiments,  his  
intense interaction with Frater Albertus of the Paracelsus Research Society, and later,  
with the author himself. All is laid plain, taken from Dr. Lisiewski's extensive personal  
notes  and recollections of  his  lengthy association with both men.  Learn of  the  first  
meeting between Regardie and Frater Albertus; their involvement with the Rosicrucian 
Order  and years  of  struggle  in  Alchemy; and alchemical  work they and the author 
explored.  Such  work  includes  preparation  of  the  Ancient  Planetary  and  Antimony  
Tinctures;  the  Herbal  Stone;  as  well  as  the  darkly  fantastic  processes  of  miniature 
animals and the Homunculus. With an extensive Introduction by Mark Stavish, well-
known author and Director of the Institute for Hermetic Studies, this book is destined to  
become the definitive work on Israel Regardie and his virtually unknown role in the 
practice  of  the  Secret  Art  and Science  that  is  Laboratory  Alchemy,  while  revealing 
processes in the practical application of this occult work that has never appeared in  
print before!' 

''An amazing story concerning Israel Regardie and Frater Albertus - two of the 
central figures of 20th century occultism, written by someone who knew both men. This 
book will shake the foundations of science and religion, as it reveals some of the darkest  
areas of alchemy and leads the reader to question the nature of life itself.''  declares  
Russell  House,  student,  Paracelsus  College,  1984;  Alchemy Instructor  Emeritus  for  
Rose+Croix  University  International;  and  author  of  The  Portal  -  a  Story  of  Love,  
Immortality and the Philosopher's Stone.

My review

The title of the book is slightly misleading for our common opinion that the title  
must  express  the content.  I  would have named it:   The triad of  the alchemists  and  
experimental  alchemy...  But  authors  always  have  right  to  their  own  way  of  seeing 
things: I guess the title of the book is a tribute to Israel Regardie and a link to his works.
And yet, the story about the relationships between the 3 alchemists: Frater Albertus,  

http://www.originalfalcon.com/authors.php?lookup=israel_regardie


Israel  Regardie  and Joseph Lisiewski  is  the story  of  an Esoteric  Quest  who brings  
wisdom and in most fortunate cases accomplishment of The Great Work. It is the most  
true and faithful story of the things that happened in illo tempore.

On the more practical  levels we gain insights of  experiments in the 3 Regna:  
Vegetalia, Mineralia, Animalia most expressly: Herbal Tinctures and Herbal Stone, The  
Chariot of Antimony, The Obtaining of Gur and The Homunculus.

We also gain insights to our need to understand the Differences and The High  
Need of Not Mixing Different Systems of occult or esoteric practices, this being a short  
road to failure and insights to the importance of the harmony which must occur between  
Inner Realm and the Alchemical Experiments.

The story has 3 pathetic parts: The end of the relationship between Regardie and 
Frater Albertus, the death of the Homunculus and the final discourse of Israel Regardie:  
the wisdom of last... Between all these we see work, humor, work, irony, work, struggle,  
work, manipulation, work, learning, work, failures, work, success, work; in one word:  
Life!

For  those  who  read  superficially  his  other  non-fiction  books,  this  one  will  
convince them that the author and his teachers were men, not “ascended masters” and  
they considered themselves nothing else. The“blunt”,“plane”, ''realistic and consistent” 
account of the story remains our only hint that reminds us that Lisiewski is the writer.  
But the underground of the story is so “romantic”!!! Enjoy the read. Of course for those  
who read his horror novels this is no surprise...

                 Dr. Lisiewski's  personal  student  discusses  his books & more
                                                                                                By Gregory C. Itle, PhD

I wanted to let everyone know that Dr. Lisiewski has a new website for his books,  
8thmatrixpress5,  which  further  explains  their  content,  and  which  contains  a  free  
"Kabbalistic Calculator" for the Kabbalistic Cycles book. The calculator is extremely  
useful if one does not have the time to calculate the hours by hand, or if one has trouble 
performing the  calculations.  Dr.  Lisiewski  wrote  the Kabbalistic  Cycles  Program, I  
assume in Fortran 77 years ago, and most likely paid to have it converted into a web 
based form. 

 I  would like  it  to  be known that  I  have personally  studied magic under  Dr.  
Lisiewski for years, 'in residence' as it is called. It was not some long distance contact  
as  some  may  like  to  think.   Before  studying  under  Dr.  Lisiewski,  I  scoured  the  
bookshelves for years, studying self help and New Age books in an effort to improve my  
life.  After  thousands  of  hours  of  studying  and applying  what  those  books  taught,  I  
achieved  either  no  results  whatsoever  or  at  best,  little  or  partial  results.  As  other 
readers  may  find,  self  help  books  do  not  let  a  person  sufficiently  overcome  the  
psychological obstacles placed in them or fostered in them by others, from childhood  
on. It is these obstacles then, that prevent people from succeeding in life on their own  
5 (this existed at the time of the review writing but was closed last month n.a.)



terms. And the New Age books? 
It  is  clear  to  me  that  they  do  not  understand magical  principles  whatsoever,  

publish haphazard nonsense, and so the individual cannot work them fully to his or her 
advantage. To tell  the truth, while using these New Age texts,  many are the times I  
would even obtain large negative results in my life. As anyone who has struggled to 
improve him or herself knows, in order to go where they want to go in their life, full  
positive  results  are  needed.  It  is  my  contention  that  such  full  results  can  only  be 
obtained  by  correctly  understanding and applying  the  spiritual  or  as  Dr.  Lisiewski  
insists in his writings, "Psychic" laws of the universe. In turn, this can only be done by  
correctly building one's own mental matrix (knowledge and experiences) of what Dr. 
Lisiewski calls "Subjective Synthesis". All three of his books allow each individual to 
successfully  build  their  own  very  necessary  subjective  synthesis  for  themselves.  
Studying and applying any one of the three books will allow a person to improve their  
life now, from the principles stated in the text, and from the energy that will be imparted  
to him or her while studying these books.  

The Kabbalistic Cycles book can take a person who has absolutely no knowledge  
of Kabbalah or occult studies and by studying and working with its instructions, apply it  
to everything from mundane affairs to high magical studies in a relatively short period  
of time by using different hours of the day and night. 

Ceremonial Magic and the Power of Evocation assists a person in building a 
proper subjective synthesis to help them achieve full  results in their life in the most  
dramatic way possible. Additionally, it lets a person know of what one can accomplish if  
they study and practice magic in a most serious manner. He states the axioms of the  
"old system" of magic such that the magic will work fully, while helping the individual  
avoid the dreaded "slingshot effect". Remember, magic is the original and only form of  
self-help that one will ever need. It is used to greatly improve one's own physical world 
in the here and now. Not in some nether world after death, which may or may not exist  
at it is taught and envisioned by religious beliefs. 

The Kabbalistic Handbook contains topics on meditation and path working magic  
(using  the  Rider  Waite  tarot  cards.)  Although  my  favorite  topic  is  the  study  and  
application of Kabbalistic Analysis, to be sure, there is much here that will be of interest  
and help to  nearly  any other magician,  regardless  of  his  or her particular magical  
interest. One problem it treats in detail: the magician may be preparing for a certain  
ritual and will study numerous texts, all of them stating the ritual is to be performed in  
different  ways.  Some  have  minor  variations,  some  have  huge  differences.  Which  is 
correct? Kabbalistic Analysis is a scientific approach that allows a person to properly  
deduce how to actually perform the ritual and understand the reasons for performing it  
in a certain way by using the Kabbalah itself. Negative results will turn into positive  
results and partial results will turn into full results when applying this analysis. 

As one studies Dr. Lisiewski's books, they will notice that he is anything but fond 



of New Age books. The reason is that he used their practices in the early years of his  
life, and either obtained drastic negative results or partial results. I shuddered more  
than I can say from the personal conversations we had concerning this, in which he 
related to me the details of those negative experiences, some of which very nearly cost  
him his life. And from seeing him in actual ritual and ceremonial practice, I personally  
know he is completely skilled in our "Science and Art" as he calls the study and practice  
of magic. 

When studying and applying the "old system" of magic as he calls it, with the  
axioms that he developed in the Ceremonial Magic book, I assure readers they will  
obtain the full  results that  they need and want and more importantly,  deserve.  This  
applying of the old system of magic does not only apply to him, but to his colleagues.  
And from the numerous letters that he has received from many, many readers, they too 
have confirmed both the partial  or  nothing results  they obtained with the New Age  
approach, and the full results they have achieved by applying the "old system" of magic  
as he has given. The results between the two, the New Age techniques and his methods  
then, are as different and night and day. 

So  what  if  Dr.  Lisiewski  is  extremely  harsh  on  the  New Age!  His  books  are  
purposely designed that way, so the readers do not make the same mistakes that he and  
others  have  made  in  their  own  lives.  His  books  give  no  double-talk,  nor  do  they 
contradict themselves. As he told me so many times, "If my books upset the status quo of  
the New Age, so what! It's about time that applecart was turned upside down! And if I  
can help do this even by the smallest amount, then one of my tasks will be completed.)  
One thing can certainly be said for his writings: they are complete, and are foundation  
material  that  will  let  the  individual  accurately  and  effectively  use  the  spiritual  (or  
psychic) laws of the universe to generate full positive results in life, now. 

I am sure there will be some other future reviewers who will accuse me of being a  
boot licker, etc. To them, I have only three things to say. First I was and still am ONE of  
his PERSONAL students, and have been for over 10 years. Second, this alone uniquely  
qualifies me to write what I did, based upon my experiences with what he taught me  
privately and what he wrote in his books. Third, he did not want me or any of his other  
(few) students "defending" his books or him (he didn't even want public mention made of  
the new website. "People will find it of their own accord" he insisted.) But after seeing  
the speculation, ignorance, absolute error, and jealousy of what some reviewers wrote  
here, I chose not to hold off any longer. To be sure he will see this review sooner or  
later. Then I will hear about it. But in my opinion, what I wrote here HAD to be said.  
And that is enough. 



Suaviter in modo, fortiter in res

Here ends
Howlings from the Pit
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