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An "Angel" (Greek aggelos or "messenger") is considered to be a heavenly spirit, a 

messenger or intermediary between God or the gods and humankind. All religions possess 

one inherent commonality--the relationship of human beings with the Spiritual realm. In 

ancient Greek religion, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, this relationship is thought to 

involve angels--divine messengers sent to humans to instruct, inform or command. An angel 

can function also as a protective guardian, as a heavenly warrior, and even as a cosmic 

power. Moreover, the line between a good angel and a bad angel, or demon, is sometimes 

unclear. 

Therefore, angels can be broadly described as personified powers meditating between the 

Divine and the human. Even in its devotion to monotheism, ancient Israel was able to 

embrace the image of a council of gods by turning all of them into angels that serve the One 

God. This acceptance of a belief in angels was a development made relatively easy because 

lesser gods and angels could be referred to as "sons of God." Later development in both 

Judaism and Christianity shows a remarkable growth of angelic folklore as a result of 

continuing this ancient practice of absorbing the gods of polytheistic religions by turning 

them into angels. 

After the period of Israel's Babylonian exile (597-538 BCE), Jewish thought about angels 

was considerably altered and enriched. Drawing on Mesopotamian art, artists and writers 

began to provide wings, even for the anthropomorphic angels, and an interest developed in 

angels' garments, names, and relative ranks. In addition to the Mesopotamian influence, the 

Persian dualistic tradition of Zoroastrianism added another dimension to the Jewish 

conception of angels by positing hostile and destructive angels who are rebellious against 

God. The Jewish Qumran sect, or Essenes, saw the world as a battleground, the scene of the 

struggle between the Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Wickedness, the latter an angelic power 

opposed to God called Belial or more commonly, the "Devil." 

In Judaic Angelology, there are nine classes of Angels: the Seraphim, Kerubim, Thrones, 

Dominations, Powers, Virtues, Principalities, Archangels and Angels. According to Henry 

Cornelius Agrippa, in his Three Books of Occult Philosophy, aspects of the Elements can be 

attributed to the natures of these orders of Angels as follows: Fire to the Seraphim, 

Authorities and Powers; Water to Thrones and Archangels, Air to the Dominations and 

Principalities, and Earth to the Kerubim. Placed in superior hierarchy are the super-celestial 



angels, who, mediating the pattern of Divine Will, are: the Thrones as the Wisdom of God; 

the Seraphim as the Goodness of God, and the Kerubim as the Essence and Form of God. As 

stated by Agrippa, from the Angelic Orders humankind is strengthened with extraordinary 

attributes. 

"From the Angels, Mankind perceives messages of Divine Will and a clearer 

comprehension of the Mind of God. From the Archangels, humanity obtains rulership over 

beasts of the field, fish of the sea and fowl of the air." 

From the Principalities, all things are overcome, engendering a comprehension of the 

ascendancy of all things, and drawing spiritual power to oneself by a secret and divine force. 

From the Virtues come the power and strength against enemies of Truth. From the Powers, 

the ability to conquer these enemies within ourselves. From the Dominations, subjugation of 

these adversaries. From the Thrones we are woven together and collected into ourselves with 

remembrance fixed on Eternal Visions. From the Seraphim we acquire the perfect flame of 

Love, and from the Kerubim comes the light of mind, the power of wisdom, and the exalted 

images by which we contemplate the Divine. 

As stated in Three Books of Occult Philosophy, the Hebrew theologians numbered and 

called these orders as follows: in the supreme province, are the Chayoth ha Qodesh, or 

Creatures of Sanctity, to which EHEIEH gave the gift of life. In the second place are the 

Auphanim, Forms or Wheels, whereby YHVH differentiated the chaos. In the third place are 

the Aralim, great, strong and mighty angels, by which YHVH joined with Heh (HHYVH) to 

provide form to the liquid matter. In the fourth place are the Chasmalim by which AL framed 

the image of bodies. In the fifth order are the Seraphim by which ELOHIM GIBOR drew 

forth the elements. The sixth are the Malachim by which ELOAH produced metals. In the 

seventh sphere are the Elohim or Gods, by which YHVH TZABAOTH produced vegetation. 

In the eighth reside the Beni Elohim, Sons of Gods, by which ELOHIM TZABAOTH 

produced animals. The ninth and lowest sphere contains the Kerubim by which SHADDI EL 

CHAI created Mankind. The above has been a short introduction into the realm of Angels. 

The subject of the Kerubim alone could involve voluminous amounts of information as there 

are many different classes and functions of the Kerubim--they are not simply limited to the 

Sephirah of Yesod. The Elements have their analogies at every level, and these attributions 

can be applied to every Sephirah, but particularly the central Sephiroth on the Middle Pillar. 

The Kerubic forces of Kether descend the central Column from Kether to Malkuth. This is 

indicated by the Kerubic signs about the corners of the Tarot Trump XXI, The Universe. 

Malkuth is the sphere of the Elements and Yesod is its foundation, which, being on the 

Second Plane, is the sphere of contact with Natural Forces. Tiphareth is the Sephirah from 

which the Elements are controlled, the Sephirah of the Elemental Kings (Elementals which 

have begun to respond to Spiritual vibrations). 



The Seraphim (derived from the word "Seraph" meaning "burn") are another class of 

angels considered to be an upper octave of the Kerubim. Their function is to burn false 

doctrine and convert man back to righteousness. It is said that they pass on information 

drawn from the Neschamah during sleep, to the Creator in Atziluth, for the Seraphim are the 

Holy of Holies, or the Highest Heaven in Briah. The focus of this paper, however, covers 

only those Kerubim, which include Gabriel, the Angelic Choir of the Kerubim of Yesod, the 

Archangels of the Elements, and the Right and Left-Hand Kerubs, Metatron and Sandalphon. 

 

Gabriel 

Gabriel's name comes from the same Hebrew root as Geburah (GBR) indicating a 

relationship between the 5th and 9th Sephiroth. Gabriel serves a triple function, Annunciator, 

Guardian and Guide. Gabriel is the divine messenger who relays information between the 

Divine and humanity and bestows the gifts of vision, hearing and psychic abilities as well as 

the powers of life, procreation and equilibration. This angel is referred to as Gabriel Yesodel 

(Archangel of Yesod) and as Gabriel Kerubiel (leader of the Kerubim). 

As an angel of high eminence in Jewish, Christian and Muslim tradition, Gabriel is one of 

the four most often noted in Judaism and Christianity, the others being Michael, Raphael and 

Uriel. Gabriel is the heavenly messenger who appears in order to reveal God's will. 

In the Old Testament, Gabriel interprets the prophet's vision of the ram and the he-goat 

(Daniel 8:15-26) and explains the prediction of the 70 weeks of years (490 years) for the 

duration of the exile from Jerusalem (Daniel 9:21-27). In the New Testament, Gabriel 

announces to Zacharias the birth of his son, John, who is destined to become known as John 

the Baptist (Luke 1:11-20), and in Luke 1:26-31 reveals to Mary that she is to be the mother 

of Christ. Among Muslims, Gabriel is believed to be the spirit who revealed the secret 

writings to the Prophet Mohammed. As the Annunciator, Gabriel is most likely to speak to us 

through dreams. 

Gabriel means "Strong one of God" or "Strength of God." As seen by the position of Yesod 

on the Tree of the human psyche, the name is not without reason. From the position on the 

central Pillar of Consciousness on the Tree, Gabriel is the firm and stable foundation of the 

Spirit. As Yesod in the World of Briah, it is the ego consciousness of Briah, and the Sephirah 

occupied by Gabriel is a crucial one. It is the last stage before the aspirant reaches the Kether 

of incarnation, or the Tiphareth of Briah, for beyond lies the threshold between Raphael in 

Hod and Haniel in Netzach. At this point, he is still Man but may be referred to as "Hero of 

God" under the guidance of Gabriel. To pass, the initiate must rise up the Tzedek Path of 

Righteousness where the shadow side of the personality is destroyed, and all remnants of 



being as a separate entity are dissolved. Only then can one attain Tiphareth in Briah and 

come under the direct influence of Archangel Michael, or "One Who Is Like Unto God." 

 

The Kerubim 

The Kerubim can be conceived of as a reflection of the Four Holy Living Creatures of 

Kether, the powers of the Eternal Elements. The duty of the Chayoth ha-Qodesh is to 

formulate the primary pattern upon which the rest of existence is built. These Kerubic forces 

descend the Middle Pillar to Yesod where the Kerubim, as the structural powers of the 

Universe, support this existence. Therefore, the Kerubim are the formative powers of the 

Elements stationed in the sphere of Yesod, the etheric substructure that supports the physical 

universe. As these etheric powers, the Kerubim are the formative forces of the world and 

humankind. As Angels of Lunar Yesod, the Kerubim also have an association with time, the 

four Kerubic points in the year which are the Hermetic Qabalah's cross quarter days. Their 

name means "the Strong Ones" which is derived from the Akkadian word Karibu which 

means "one who prays" or "one who intercedes." 

The work of the Kerubim is to influence communication between the inner and outer 

worlds by serving as Guardians, Heralds, Equilibrators and Guides. They work on the 

building of knowledge and the harnessing of force in etheric or Yesodic methods. One of 

these methods is the use of symbols relating to Yesodic perception within the depths of the 

unconscious mind. With the progression of time, these symbols become less ritualistic and 

more psychic, becoming tools in the hands of the aspirant. These images are the contents of 

the Treasure House of Images, and the forces behind these images are the Angels of Yesod. 

The Tetradic Kerubim are the animated powers of YHVH working through the fixed signs 

of the Zodiac. As given in Exodus 25:18-19 and 37:9, their shapes represent the aspects of 

the four dynamics of the Elements. These energies are not the Elements themselves, but 

rather are placed between the Angels and the Elements in hierarchy. One of the functions of 

the Kerubim is to take these energies and set them into motion and as such, this Choir of 

Angels has a direct affect on the Earth and Man. As presidents of the Elemental Forces, these 

Four Kerubim are each assigned one of the letters of the Divine Name YHVH, and they 

operate in and through the four astral Elements in Yesod before these Elements are 

formulated in the physical world of Malkuth. 

This Tetrad serves as Equilibrators by creating a stable nucleus from which the physical 

world comes forth into being. These four Vice-Gerants of the Elements, under the Presidency 

of Spirit (Gabriel), are synthesized in the formula of YHShVH. Yod, Lion, Nequaquam 

Vacuum, Nowhere a Void; He, Eagle, Libertas Evangelii, Liberty of the Gospel; Vau, Man, 

Dei Intacta Gloria, Unsullied Glory of God; and Heh (f), Ox, Legis Jugum, Yoke of the law; 



and in the midst of the four letters is Shin, the letter of Spirit, which, formed from the 

Tetragrammaton, gives the Divine name of Yeheshua, The Pentagram represents the 

concentrated force of the Spirit and the four Elements governed by the five letters of the 

Name of the Restorer, YHShVH and is not only attributed to the planet Mars, but also shows 

the Kerubim and the Wheel of Spirit. The Kerubim of Ezekiel have four faces, those of the 

Lion, the Bull, the Man and the Eagle, alternating with each other by rotation. Beside them 

was the symbolic form of the Spirit, symbolized by the wheel. As suggested by the two 

wings that covered their bodies and the two wings that stretched upwards to each other, the 

synthesis of the Kerubim is found in the revolving Cross, in the Pentagram, and in the idea 

Spirit dominating the four Elements. 

The Kerubim are winged celestial beings, which, unlike most conceptions of angels as 

anthropomorphic, are zoomorphic. On the 32nd Path between Malkuth and Yesod, the 

Zelator encounters these Four Kerubim who perform elemental purifications which aid in the 

alchemical transformation of the aspirant. In this ritual, the aspirant learns that the Elemental 

Spirits are invoked through the power and governance of the Kerubim and their Zodiacal 

symbols. They are given Hebrew names but their appearance is primarily Egyptian: 

Adam (Hebrew for Man), Kerub of Air, stationed in the East, human-headed Aquarius. 

"The Priest with the Mask of Osiris spake and said, 'Thou canst not pass the Gate of the 

Eastern Heaven unless thou canst tell me my name'." of which is replied "Thou art NUT, 

Goddess of the Firmament of Air. Thou art HORMAKU, Lord of the Eastern Sun." 

Aryeh (Hebrew for Lion), Kerub of Fire, stationed in the South, Lion-headed Leo. "The 

Priest with the mask of the Lion spake and said, 'Thou canst not pass the Gate of the 

Southern Heaven unless thou canst tell me my name'." Of which is replied, "Thou art MAU 

the Lion, Very Powerful Lord of Fire. Thou art RA, the Sun in his strength." 

Nesher (Hebrew meaning Eagle), Kerub of Water, stationed in the West, Eagle-headed 

Scorpio. "The Priest with the mask of the Eagle spake and said, "Thou canst not pass the 

Gate of the Western Heaven unless thou canst tell me my name'." of which is replied 

"HEKA, Mistress of HESUR, Ruler of Water, is Thy name. Thou art TOUM, the Setting 

Sun." 

Shor (Hebrew meaning Bull), Kerub of Earth, stationed in the North, Bull-headed Taurus. 

"The Priest with the mask of the Ox spake and said 'Thou canst not pass the Gate of the 

Northern Heaven unless thou canst tell me my name'." of which is responded, "SATEM, in 

the abode of SHU, the Bull of Earth, is Thy name. Thou art KEPHRA, the Sun at Night." 

The arrangement of the Theoricus Hall of only four officers suggests the conciliatory 

Element of Air reconciling the opposing energies within the Hall, resulting in a perfect 

balance of forces. The number four is associated with Chesed, the first Sephirah to manifest 



below the Abyss, but it also refers to Yesod as the firm foundation within which the Four 

Elements are given etheric form which then later materialize in Malkuth during the course of 

the Lightning Flash. 

In the Theoricus Ritual, as the Hierophant addresses the candidate on the meaning of the 

Cross within the Triangle, it is stated that the Cross, placed upon the Altar at the base of the 

Tree of Life, refers to the Four Rivers of Paradise. It is Gabriel who rules the "Living Water 

streams that well from out the Highest Throne." "...And he showed me a pure river of the 

water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb." 

(Revelations 22:1). These Rivers are referred to in Genesis 2:10-14: "And a River, Nahar, 

went forth out of Eden to water the Garden, and from thence it was parted and come into four 

heads. And the name of the First River is Pison; it is that which compasseth the whole land of 

Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good. There is Bdellium and the 

Onyx stone. [--Leo.] And the name of the Second River is Gihom, the same as that which 

compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. [--Scorpio.] And the Name of the Third River is 

Hiddekel, that is it which goeth forth to the East of Assyria. [--Aquarius.] And the Fourth 

River is Euphrates. [--Taurus.]" This indicates the Presidency of Spirit (Gabriel) over the four 

Elements. 

In the Zelator Ritual the aspirant is told. "And Tetragrammaton placed Kerubim at the East 

of the Garden of Eden and a Flaming Sword which turned every way to keep the Path of the 

Tree of Life, for He has created Nature that Man, being cast out of Eden, may not fall into the 

Void. He has bound Man with the Stars, as with a chain. He allures him with scattered 

fragments of the Divine Body in bird and beast and flower, and He laments over him in the 

Wind and the Sea and in the Birds. When the times are ended, He will call the Kerubim from 

the East of the Garden, and all shall be consumed and become Infinite and Holy.".... "This 

drawing of the Flaming Sword of the Kerubim is a representation of the Guardians of the 

Gates of Eden. 

As the Qabalah teaches, the everlasting abode of the Higher Self is in the Eden of Paradise, 

the supernal sanctuary which is forever guarded from chaos by the Flaming Sword of the 

Kerubim whirling across borders of the Abyss. After the descent from Grace, the Kerubim 

were stationed at the Abyss to separate the Supernals from the effects of the Fall. 

The Four Kerubim, through their assignation to the four Archangels, are Four of the Seven 

in the Presence of the Lord. This description of the Kerubim is from John's vision 

(Revelations 4:7-8): "And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf and 

the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four 

beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest 

not day and night saying, 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, is and is to 



come.' " Here, the Kerubim are seen as single-headed but having six wings, thus uniting the 

powers of the number seven (the Planets) with the number four (the Elements). 

 

The Invisible Stations of the Hall of the Golden Dawn 

The Stations of the Man, the Lion, the Bull and the Eagle are the Four Cardinal Points 

without the Hall and these are the invisible Guardians of the boundaries of the Temple. They 

are placed according to the Four Winds and are stationed beyond the thrones of Hierophant, 

Dadouchos, Hiereus and Stolistes. 

The Kerub of Air, behind the throne of Hierophant, is the power of the Goddess Hathor 

who unites the powers of Isis and Nephthys. The sign of Aquarius, the zodiacal sign of Air, is 

the Water-Bearer, the container of Rain. The Egyptian name for the Sign of Aquarius is 

Phritithi. 

The Kerub of Fire, face and form of a lion, with large, flapping wings, is behind the throne 

of Dadouchos, and is the power of the Goddess Tharpesh or Tharpheshest. The action of the 

Lion Kerub is through the Flaming Fire of Leo with the Egyptian name of Labo-Ae.  

The Kerub of Water, which has the face and form of a great Eagle with large, glinting 

wings, is behind the throne of Hiereus. It is the power of the God Thoomoo, and his 

operation is through the Sign of Scorpio, which is called in Egyptian Szlae-Ee (in 

Egyptological works the name of this god is Tum or Tmu). 

The Kerub of Earth has the face and form of a Bull with heavy, dark wings and is situated 

behind the throne of the Stolistes. It is the power of the God, Ahaphshi, operating by the Sign 

of Taurus and its Egyptian name is Ta-Aur. 

 

Sphynx, the Synthesis of the Kerubim 

The Sphynx is a synthetic of the Kerubic figures. In the Ritual of the 32nd Path leading into 

the Theoricus Grade, it is written, "The Sphynx of Egypt spake and said, 'I am the synthesis 

of the Elemental Forces. I am also the symbol of Man. I am Life. I am Death. I am the Child 

of the Night of Time.' " As stated in Regardie's Golden Dawn: "Now learn the mystery of the 

Wisdom of Egypt: 'When the Sphynx (synthesis of the Kerubim) and the Pyramid (synthesis 

of the Elements) are united, thou hast the formulae of the magic of nature. These are the keys 

of the wisdom of all Time; and its beginning--who knoweth it? In their keeping are the sacred 

mysteries and the knowledge of Magic and all the Gods." According to Levi in 

Transcendental Magic: "You are called to be the king of air, water, earth and fire, but to reign 



over these four living creatures of symbols, it is necessary to conquer and enchain them. He 

who aspires to be a sage and to know the Great Enigma of Nature must be their heir and 

despoiler of the Sphynx, his the human head, in order to possess speech; his the eagle's wings 

in order to scale the height; his the bull's flanks in order to furrow the depth; his the lion's 

talons, to make a way on the right and the left, before and behind." 

The Kerub, or Symbolic Bull, which Moses placed at the gate of the edenic world bearing a 

fiery sword, was a Sphynx which had a bull's body and a human head. It is the Assyrian 

Sphynx, symbolic of the combat and victory of Mithras. This armed Sphynx represents the 

Law of Mystery who watches at the door of initiation to warn away the profane. 

The Mosaic Kerub also represents a great mystery in which the elements are expressed by the 

number seven, without, however, giving the final word. This word is what the Qabalists write 

as YHVH and interpret by Aleph Resh Aleph Resh Yod Tau Aleph, expressing the triplicity 

of the secondary principle, the alliance between the triad and the tetrad, in a word composed 

of four letters, which form seven by means of a triple and double repetition. This word is 

pronounced "Ararita." 

The universal key of all magical operations is that of the ancient religious doctrines, and it 

is the key to the Qabalah, the Bible, and the Lesser Key of Solomon. With this key, we are 

able to understand the enigmas of every Sphynx and penetrate the Mysteries--and the key is 

this: (1) a hieroglyphic and numerical alphabet, expressing by characters and numbers, a 

series of universal and absolute ideas, (2) a scale of ten numbers, multiplied by four symbols 

and connected with twelve figures representing the twelve signs of the zodiac and (3) the 

four angels of the cardinal points. 

The symbolic tetrad, represented in the Mysteries of Memphis and Thebes by the four 

forms of the Sphynx, i.e. the man, eagle, lion and bull, correspond to the four elements. Now 

these four signs, with all their analogies, explain the one word hidden in all the Mysteries. It 

is the name of the four primal letters of the Ineffable Name: YOD, symbol of the paternal 

scepter of Noah; HE, the cup of libations and also symbolic of maternity; and VAU which 

emerges from and joins the two. This is the triple sign of the triad in the Divine Word; but the 

mother-letter, HE appears a second time, to express the fertility and abundance of Nature and 

of woman to concisely express the doctrine of universal and progressive correspondences, 

which descends from cause to effect and ascends from effect to cause. Moreover, this sacred 

word is not pronounced, it is spelled, and expressed in four letters which are the four sacred 

words, Yod He Vau He. 

 

Metatron and Sandalphon 



One of the most common appearances of the Kerubim is the great dyad of Metatron and 

Sandalphon. These two holy Kerubim are the Sentinels of the Briatic Mother Temple of 

Light. Metatron is the Great Masculine Kerub, corresponding to the White Pillar of Yakhim, 

and Sandalphon is the Great Feminine Kerub, corresponding to the Black Pillar of Boaz. 

These Two Pillars, positioned on the right and left sides of the Tree, are symbolic of the 

concepts of Active and Passive, Male and Female, Adam and Eve and refer to the Pillars of 

Fire and Cloud which guided the Israelites in the wilderness. In the Theoricus Ritual, the hot 

and moist natures are further marked by the Red Lamp and the Cup of Water. These Two 

Kerubim are the Angels of the Devir, the Holy of Holies of the Hebrew Tabernacle and 

Temple. In this Temple, one inunense pair of Kerubic Images spread their wings from wall to 

wall and a smaller pair stood at the two ends of the Ark itself. Between them was the 

Kaporeth, the Presence of Yahweh. Eheieh denotes breath and the sound that every being 

pronounces all its existence, and it is the Name of the Lord of Life. By the inspiration and 

expiration of Eheieh through the two Great Pillars (Macroprosopus is Aima and Abba, 

Mother and Father), all things are thrown into vibration. As Guardians over Malkuth, 

Metatron and Sandalphon are the Two Pillars, but the work of these Dyadic Kerubim is not 

solely relegated to the role of Guardians. They function also as Equilibrators, balancing 

opposites and defining the center, the place of balanced power. As Equilibrators, these Two 

Kerubim are closely related to the Egyptian God forms of Isis and Nephthys. Nephesch ha-

Messiah (also called "Kerubim") is the animal soul of Messiah, or the Shekinah, and is the 

Presence between these two Kerubim. The Shekinah represents Aima Elohim, the Supernal 

Sephiroth as a synthetic unity of the Divine White Brilliance. Since this is spoken of as 

between the Kerubim, it is the Middle Pillar of the Tree and as such, is the Path of the 

Redeemer. The vibrations of the Briatic World of Kether are shown through the influence of 

the mighty Archangel Metatron, the Great Angel of the Presence and the World Prince. Also 

called the "King of Angels," Metatron was the guiding angel that led the children of Israel 

through the wilderness. Metatron, alone, sees the Face of God. He presides over the Tree of 

Life in its entirety and is considered the Right-hand Masculine Kerub of the Ark. It is said 

that Metatron communicated the Qabalah to humankind, and as stated in the Abodah Zarah 

of the Talmud, he is the "teacher of the prematurely dead children of Paradise." He is known 

as the Metatron Ketheriel and is also called IOEL - "I am God." Metatron functions as the 

link between God and Man, and the vibration of this Archangel's name will generate a 

yearning to return to God or the pure state of Kether. Therefore, he is the guide or source of 

aspiration in attaining the higher levels of the self and by vibrating his name; we draw down 

that part of him to aid us in this effort. The effect of the Briatic World of Malkuth is through 

the Archangel Sandalphon. She is also the Left-hand Kerub of the Ark of the Covenant. 

Translated from the Greek "Sandalfon" which means "Co-Brother," Sandalphon is 

considered the twin of Metatron or another form of this Archangel. Another translation of the 

name is "Lord of the Extent of Height" and because of this remarkable height, she is said to 

be able to reach her twin in Kether, which points to the idea that Malkuth is Kether--but after 



a different manner. As the Archangel of Malkuth, Sandalphon reconciles the material 

energies which are brought forth into the physical world. She is also said to convey the 

power and beauty of the natural world to the Souls of humanity and influences worldly 

affairs in general by creating the building blocks and designs for each civilization. 

On the Microcosmic Tree of Life, Malkuth of Briah is the equivalent to the self of Man. 

The archangel Sandalphon watches over the Kether (the most spiritual essence) of the 

physical body and the Tiphareth (the consciousness) of the psychologically unawakened 

individual. When initiates begin to evolve, Sandalphon guards them as the Neschamah 

grows, always keeping consciousness on the Middle Path. As the Neschamah becomes 

stronger, an image of the Briatic World, the realm of Spirit, begins to form. Slowly a 

foundation is formed on the lower portion of the Briatic Tree, and the initiate begins to 

perceive and comprehend the images of this World, as is demonstrated by the Chariot and 

Throne of the vision of Ezekiel. It is here that the creation of a purified consciousness is 

originated, and with this fusion of consciousness comes the development of an awareness in 

the Ruach triad. When the crystallization is complete, when it is stable within, it is no longer 

a passing flash or a gift, but a permanent foundation. 

 

Conclusion 

The word "Kerubim" might be better understood as a matter of function, rather than as a 

title, indicating the working together of groups, or polarities, i.e. dyads, tetrads, enneads, etc. 

Viewing the Tree as functioning simultaneously, the Elements originate in Kether through 

the Fylfot or the Spiral--"God breathes." Chokmah is the pure, inexhaustible force of this 

"breath," and Binah is its vehicle of definition. These two Sephiroth originate the channel 

whereby the Kerubic forces descend the Middle Pillar, and the Side Pillars maintain this 

passageway through which they move. These Elemental forces are drawn forth across the 

Abyss by Geburah, working in conjunction with Chesed which equilibrates them, and it is 

these two Sephiroth which bring these forces through to individualized potential. They are 

then manifested as the heart of self through Tiphareth which rules and controls them. 

Netzach and Hod duplicate the efforts of Chokmah and Binah and of Geburah and Chesed in 

the lower personality of the self; and it is in Yesod, or the ego consciousness, that these 

Kerubic forces are structured. Malkuth is the manifestation of these elements within the 

physical body, the grounding of the circuit. The function of the Kerubim seems to be in 

guarding the gate of this action. 
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