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LESSON 129

LAST JUDGEMENT

The Golden Dawn version is much in the traditional mods of
the Marseilles although there have been certain alterationz o
suit the Order’s teachings. As a trump, the Last Judgement is
firmly rooted in the beliefs from Revelations, especially Cha,tur
20, wvs 12-14: ’And 1 saw the dead, small and great stand befure
God; and the other books were opened: and -another boolk was
opened: which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of these things which were written in the books, according to
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. And death and
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.’
The angel sounding the trumpet also relates to revelations and
was the manner in which the herald of the Last Judgement would
coma.. ; o ’ o ot ARt : T

Of this card Mathers said: ’The last Judgement with an
angel blowing a trumpet and the Dead rising from their tombs -
but its meaning is far more occult and recondite than *hxs for it
is a glyph of the powers of Fire. The Angel encircled by the

rainbow, whence leap coruscations of Fire, and crowned with the

Sun, represents MICHAEL, the Great Archangel, the ruler of Solar
Fire. The Serpents which leap in the rainbows are symbols of the
Fiery Seraphim. The Trumpet represents the influence of the
Spirit descending from BINAH, while the Banner with the Cross
refers to the Four vaers of Paradise and the letters of Lhe Holy
Name. : - S

He is also AXIERDS, the first Samothracian Kabri, as well as
Zeus and Osiris. The left hand figure below rising from the Earth
is Samael, the ruler of Volanic Fire. He is also AXIOKERECZ, the
Second Kabir, Pluto and Typhon.  The right hand figure below is
ANAEL, the ruler of the Astral Light. €he is alzoc AXIOWERER, the
Third Kabri, Ceres and Persephone, Isis and Nephthys. CShe i3,
therefore, represented in duplicate form, and rising from the
waters. Around both these figures dart flashes of Lightring.
These three principle figures form the Fire Triarngle, and further
represent the Fire operating in the other Three Elomeals  of
Earth, Air, and Water.’ ~ :

*The central lower figure with his back turned, and his arms
in the Sign of the Two equals Nine, is AREAL, the ruler of latent
heat. He is rising from the Earth as if to receive the properties
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of the other three. He is also KASMILLOS, the candidate in the
Samothracian Mysteries, and the Horus of Egypt. He rises frum the
rock-hewn cubical Tomb and ke also alludes to the Candidits  who
traverses the Fath of Fire. The three lower figuwres reprasent bho
Habrew letter SHIN, to which Fire is especially referired. The
seven Hebrew Yods allude to the Sephiroth Dperdt‘ng in 2ach of

the Planets and to the Schemphamporesch’

In the 3=8 Thear:cus R;tual, of the Ilzt FPath of Bhin norse
information < is given as to the. actlons of thxs—tard through - the
speeches given to the candidate, this should be studied to gain
further meanings to this trump. Mathers built the coentral
triangle in the card around the actions of the Kabiri. The First
Kabir equates to Will and Intellect, he forces Fire forward into
Fire and relates to the actions of the apex of the Fire triangle.
The Second Kabir represents Fire both Volcanic and Terresztrial,
he relates to Fire raging and whirling and this equates with the
Left Basel Angle of the Triangle. The Third Kabir relates toc the
Right Basel Angel of the Triangle and Astral Fire - thz Fire of
Life itself. Combined, these represent the power of the Intzl-
lect, Mind and Soul which are said to unite in the symbolic form
of a Lion. The triangle in the card is in fact a solid rriangular
pyramid and is formed of 4 triangles (from a birds—eye view) T
visible and one concealed. Three have already bzen named but the
fourth and invisible one, has its three angles represwrting
Latent Heat - AUD, active - AUB, passive - AUR respectL eﬁy.

Westcott gives  us the answer as to -who Tthesse m,atE’lDUL
Kabir were: ’Faberza. A very ancient system.of Mysteries existed
among the Islands of the Aegean sea, and chiefly at Samothraco.
This district was inhabited by the Pelasgians, a trace of Indio
Germanic type which preceeded the Greeks. The Samothracians per-

formed the mysteries called the Kabeiria, in honour of a group of

Dieties — the Kabeiri - consisting of Axieros, - fxiokersous, fAxnic-
kersa and the novice was called Kasmillos.  The ceremony took
place yearly and lasted 9 days. Personal virtuous conduct was
demanded, and a form of absolution of sins was granted. The
Initiated waore a purple ribborn around their necks as «
tallsman...Machb1us tells us that these festivals were gzrformed
at the Vernal Equinox, and that the symbalzam 'eferred to thea SBun
in Autumn and Spr;ng~t1me. :

When these rituals were written the Galdwn Dawnn had not

heard of Pluto but after its discovery the rituals of the Slcila
Matutina and the Alpha et Omega included the dual ascscciatioco of

Fire and Pluto to this card, with the former being dropped in
favour of the latter (The Court cards taking over their original
elemental roles). The association to Pluto here is a very exa.t
one and hardly differs at all from the main meaning of the card
when its esoteric meaning is considered, for Fluto is the planet



confrontation time with the self. Because of thiz fact a comple
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of both Death and Rebirth.

A The rainbow from which Michael emerges is tased on Lb
diagram of thz 7 heavens of Assiah (shown in the 3=8 gradoe?
this part of the Ritual should be studied carefully in razlation
to this card for like this diagram, it has a lot of hiddon dzpih.
The seven Yods emitted from the Trumpet represents not only the
heralding of the Last Judgement but also the 7 basic spirits. The
modern viewpoint is that they stand for the 7 tone vibration:s
that open all levels of development and when applied to the body
of man relates to the 7 main spinal chakras. Fur & weztern
perpective on how these relate with the Sephiroth applied to the
body of man see *Beyond the Middle Pillar’ by Regardie). ~
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The tr1angle, 7 Yods, and circular eye from which the a:gnl
emerges are coloured in the Paprika Red of the King Scale and the
sky background is the complementary translucent green. The zea ic
coloured Copper Red of the Queen Scile, in its transliucent
colour. The bodies are coloured in the translucert Venstian Red
of the Prince Scale and the earth is in the Russet Fed rayed
Green of the Princess Scale. The letter Shin is in the ¥ing Scale
with a translucent border around it to distinguish: it clea-ly
from the background. The angels wings ‘and tunic and hair are also

coloured in the King Scale with his wings hav1ng flashes of

complementary Green through them for the feather outlinesz. His
skin is the translucent complementary Green of the HMing Scale
while his trumpet is the translucent Paprika Red of the Hirg
Scale as is the cross on the white banner. The aura emarating
from the bodies is translucent white. The main coffin froem which
the central lower figure emerges is in the compl ementary Groen to
the King ucale as are the snakes xn the upper eye o‘ the hhq»u“;.

The tztle o¥ th15 card ’Spirit nf Prxmal F1.a :”mnd this

relates to the basic essence of fire 1tself taken on-a vqrxaty W F

levels as outlined in the card.ﬂv_“¢ i

The psycholog;cal mode of consciousness that this card rep-—
resents is that of an individual who has completely changsd or
repolarxsed his whole essence towards spirituality. The levels of
consciousness applied here has really passed the individual stage
as it is part of a mass movement or goal towards spiritualibty

‘which the individual is caught up in. This Uringz more sSolf
awareness of man and his place in the cosmos. Tha main Lhing 1S
that the individual must face his or her wealknesses and  try O

win over them for there can be no running away from things, it

f" O o]
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transformation in character then occurs.

The alchemicalyﬂmeaning of this card is ’“Multiplication’
which is well described in relationship to this card from an
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alchemical text:®The waters when they cume, awale bodies ard ths
spirits that are imprisoned and weak. For they again undergs
oppression and are enclosed in Hades and yet in & livLlc while
they grow and rise up and rajoice in the sgpring anc Yaptism  of
the waters. For I tell you who are wise when you taks plantz
elements and stones in their places they appea- to you :
nature. But they are not nature until Fire has trzated them. Uh
they are clad in their glory from the Fire and the shining cclour
of it being transformed to the divine state of fusion. Faor things
are nourished in the fire and the embryo grows little by 1littls,
nourished as in its Mothers womb and when the appointed month
comes near is not held back from coming out. The waves and
surges, one after another is Hades wound them in the tomb where
they lie. When the tomb is open, they come out of Hades lilke o
babe from the womb®’. This is a description of the alchemicsl
rebirth. The cross on the trumpet of the angel is that of the
rectified ¥four elements. This rectification is when spiril hacs
been impregnated into the elements (usually termed minersls o i
this instance). : S

This card is numbered ZO'and‘is'dQUble »thé';decad,’ whizh
relates. to per*ectzon twice over or the rebirth of thing=z. The
first cycle of ten is the initial stage while the second ;hc#;
the perfectxon of the wark through tr1al gnd erro' : :

 DIVINATION

ON MATTERS OF Selfhood; Self Projection; new ideas; new Legin-
nings; reactxcns to outside stimuli; the 1life force; First
en:ounters. : L B e RN RN

If  vyou receive the card Judgemehh' in this position a
definite decision or step must be taken in your life. This is a
time when ones sense of self will be totally changed - even to the
extent of changing ones external appearance. There is o tondency
to feel alienated hence onz is defensive, perhaps secr-ative and
protective. This card shows an intensive person  with  strdeg
powers of concentration. A trauma is experienced which will cause
a change of values. Room is made (must be made) for new growth,
that will rad;c«lly destroy obstacles. :

ON MATTERS OF possessions and personal attitude towerds suchy
personal estate and resources both physical and materialj;
principles and feelings; management and projection; commerce,
personal, commercial, gavernmental and national financial affairs




directly relating to the self:

Economic issues affect daily life, however, life will n=
uncomplicated or ordinary. In this pozition, Judgemont -
equilibrium is destroyed under the above matters. It alludgs

ktremes (wealth or poverty), and loss of what is lmportant
your life (if it be materialistic)..  You must find an ioner wor
instead of esternal security. Judgement also shows that a govzr-
nment or country has a strong influence in shaping the world
the non-essential is cut out — what is of little value beconzs o
worth and what is nf worth Iooses 1ts value.~ Its energy is com—
pulsiveness.

rr §.= L
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ON MATTERS OF short journeys; communications; relzstionships,
brothers, sisters, neighbours; humoury identity; sarly education;
books; correspondence; enlarging ones field of activ 1t~-

In this position Judgement shows that there is no miztake
communication of a matter, the situstion is clear; =Lhorou
communication, There is an aim to penetrate the ordinary lini

B b
IR

of mind, body and relationship. One must get to the he~:£ af a
matter. For some, tormenting secrets from :hildhaod, er o angain
with family comes to the surface and is resolved. Havirg & powei—
ful mind 1leads to the danger of obsessiveness. You must hLecp
things in perspective. Judgement refers to one being sent away,
or leaving the neighbourhood, which gives one-a feeling of ban-

agi -

ishment; the opinions and love of uthars 1s 1mpurtwnh.,The im
nation is overactzve.vﬂf . L D ER

ON MATTERS OF the end of one stage and the commenczemazn:  of
another; the home and private life; buildings; land; parents;
security; emotions; significant shifts in lifes directiocrs; con-
cerning the socul; the. oc:ult in 1ts practlca¢ +erms; divinatiocns:

The | emotional depths af psycholag1ca1 life iz deeply

affected by battles, upheavals etc., in the home.  Thore i a
wilfulness and obstinacy, the home atmosphere is ztrict, & father
cminous. A total reorientation’ of the self is  neededital: -

place) in feelings about self. There are unrezolved matters which
hang below the level of consciousness and these must  be faced,
otherwise you (or a country) will suppress feelings and wrges,
becoming a walking timebomb. After breakage (Lreakdown) thzre iz
re-valuation, hidden resources give strength and the self {a;
buildings etc) are rebuilt. Endings are final, and dramati but
once all is over there is a great sense of relief. :

ON MATTERS OF love giveny creativity of selfhood; the creative
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will; children; entertainment; recreation; speculation; sports;
the arts; gambling; fulfilling potentiality: .

Here Judgement shows scmeone (pecple or countiries) standing
up to be counted - the desire to be special, loved or just .
accepted. The ego is powerful. Under the zbove matters &ll dzads
are evaluated and judgement is made on merit. Expression 1z given
to creative works and new areas are pioneered. Childrer cauze &
life changing effect, realisation of ones age perhaps. If nego-
tively aspected there is abortion issues, miscarriage, gricving.
If paositively aspected there is pregnancy and birth. Over-dominia-
tion of a child might cause the child to radically break wilth o
parent, however for some, Judgement shows a strong relaticrship
between parent and child. Romances, love affairs end - rzality
prevails. s ‘

ON MATTERS OF sickness; employment; employees; relatic
within the work environment; conflicts;y service;  onzc
saervicey the atquiring‘qf‘skills; pgy;ho1;gy;f>,~' G

For some, health problems finally end;  for others however,
its time the root cause was located and treated. Judgement also
refers to psychosomatic illness. It represents dedicated worhkersz,
completed jobs to full satisfaction and a feeling of an end whars
a phase in youwr life is over. Jtbs will be assessed  and effi-
ciency or existing methods will be judged. You may be lecvin

your work or receiving redundancy. If negatively aspected thore

may be an accident or illness which  will ‘cause  irrevccable
damage. A compulsion to serve and help others is sztrong, but try
to serve yourself as well for the sake of your health and growth.
A health problem may be instrumental in changing your lifoe.

ON MATTERS OF marriage and divorce; contracts; the other zurly;
competitors, adversaries, and known enemies; partnerships; public
relationships; social interaction; the law of ;ompenSaticn; what
is lacking; the workings of karma: .~~~ oo o

Through destruction and the trauma of letting go, a3 new life
begins. Marriage and close relationships play a dominant role in
ones life which can also help vyou in your personal transforma-
tion. However, relationships never run smoothly, wiith ctrong
emotional upheavals. For those separating or divorizd, there will
be no going back. For those married, marriage causes a comploete
change " in ones life and you must be prepared to accept this iFf
the marriage is to last. Some attract in a partner what they
haven®t resolved in themselves, thus they get a taste of their
own medicine. If there is difficulty letting go under the above
matters, lifes circumstances will force you to let go.



MATTERS OF death and rabir

on thy  accidents; effects of oitorzg
crime and retribution; legacies; willsz; otherz estates  and
finances; joint rescurces; moodszy  s2xi spiritualism; reju.ena-
tion; mysticism; transformation; psychotherapy:

On a personal level, Judgement  shows & compulsion &t
influence others through whatever means available, howsver, it
would be better to channel such energy into yourself for your own
transformation. On a large scale it shows an external o er-pcwer -
ing influencing force on the masses. Financially (buzirssswise!,
power is on hand, contracts are influential, and there ars hidden
resources (wealth); partnerships may have power struzgles - all
cards must be laid on the table. For some in this positicn there
is a death wish (to break all limited boundaries). Thare ma, be a
narrow escape wWith death which causes a reassessment of life.
Judgement alsoc shows raw SEAual energy, for com@ a preocoupaticn
with sex.. , L s

ON MATTERS OF religion; metaphysics; philosophy; figher stud, and
education; legal systems; morals; institutions of learning; long
distance travel; exploration; - public cocamnunicationss. Yl
collective mind: D L Tl e :

When Judgement is in this positicn the will tc find meaning
in life must be invoked. 1t shows long journies and a  jow noy,

from which one may not return. Religious and philozophizal views
are strong and sericus; a search for the truth may lsad ons
through profound experiences which will reorientate your philoso-
phies, or, through an experience, beliefs will be torn cgarl,
leaving despair and depression until a re-awakening. On a gpublic
note there are the few who try to convert the many tm ezl
beliefs. This card shows those who are very much involved in the

current

here and now and many conflicts and challenga= dom*nate
affairs. = g

ON MATTERS OF public honour; status; ambitions and gcai: reached;
achievements; profession; the other parent; causes for dicgraoog
recognition; identity: ‘

ODn & large universal scale this card represents Sower o at
all cost.  On a personal level Judgement shows someone who neocds
to be better than others,  to have a position of authority. ,wuat
one wants and what one gets, however, . are two totally different
things, fortunately for some. There is a reaction towards
authority, and a time for evaluation of life’s motives, values,
goals.. This evaluation however can be painful and cause some to



csychologically withdraw from facing facts, as the results tend
to be a fate-compli. Fate must be faced or yzu will L2 fore. s

repeating your lessons. If you can face fate you will Lrizs ouk
of tha ashes like a phoenix. Countries are only as  strosy L@
their gpopulation and allies. .
ON MATTERS OF friends; income; sgocial alliances; le;izlatian;
ones attitude; group activities; government, counsellors; lowvz
received; spiritual and intellectual aspir=+iora,~ideals; FLlFIY-

ment; what you yield and how you benefzt others- e

Reformation of Dutdated meth ods and 1nst1tut1uns is dep"tg_
by Judgement here; it’s time to rise from the dust of the pazt.
Views are reformed, a direction is changed, goals sxamined for
their usefulness. Concerning friends, you must examine your rea-
sons for forming friendships - possible betrayal. The mcaning =f
life is sought: this must be found in contribution s a g 2
whole such as a cause or group. Although you may fosl diff
in group activities, it will bhenefit you to breal lowns
for greater transformation. Psychology groupz —,gﬁoup
This card alsn represents here a day or. tlme of
or all. ;

»

ON MATTERS OF responsibility and contribution %o cther.;
humanistic concerns; karmic debts; unresolved praoblomz;  Sidden
resources; the unconscious; sorrow; health afflictions; seciret
enemi es; hospxtals~f\ secret societies; self undoing; total
1dent1f1cat1nn. o e R R e T

Here judgement shows hidden'changes»which are facilitated on
on the level of the Collective Unconscicuz; the accumulatad
emotions and sins of a collective society burstlng to the Ju.face
revealing an unguided energy. This energy must be given Zirccticon
or diffused, for «crises can be transformed into productivity.
Those in prison are best to use their time for personal growth;
avoid self-persecution and guilt complexes — this dzoa time tu

resolve  all issues and stand up to be judged. Judgesaalt  alsg
shows dream analysis, therapy etc., which can relgase. trappes
znergy (unconscious complexes) which then should be convo-ted t
strengthening the whole self. Some suffer the death-ansiety oo

plex, due to fear of change and suppreszing thelr. oSwn  leooos

powersc.
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MEDITATION ON JUDGEMENT:

Let the Student first study the overall p1cture of the card, then
study each detail: Each symbol and image. Study the colours.



Now 12t the Student look at the card and feel its «ibrati

SWrite down your aoverall impression.
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exgrcizg
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Now paint this card with the above described cclours.

outlined drawingis supplied with this lesson.






