LESSON 127

MOON

The Golden Dawn version of this card is very much in  line
with the traditional Marseilles version. One theory considerad Ly
some tarot theologists is that the card represcﬂt: some: of . ths
beliefs of the Cathari whose philosophies incorporate tﬁe viaw
that the perfected souls are drawn up to celestial blis while
the imperfect ones are reincarnated as anxmals—a pcxnt o‘ view
that should not be taken lxghtly.,\ :

Mathers says.f ’The 18th Key of the TAROT...reprasents thz
MOON with four Hebrew YODS like drops of dew falling, two dogs,
two Towers, a winding Path leading to the Horizon, and, in thc
fore—gruund, Nater with a Crayf;sh crawling thraugh it to the
land. S —

, ’The Mnon is in its 1ncraase on the side of ﬁe.cy,, Sedulx
and from it proceed sixteen secondary prin:xpal' and sintes
secondary rays, which makes 32, the number of the Faths of
Yetzirah. She is the Moon at the feet of the Woman of Revala-
tions, ruling equally over the cold and m01st natures and the
passive elements of the Earth and Water. It is to be noted  that
the symbol of the Sign is formed of two lunar brescmrt; bound
together. It thus shows: the lunar nature of the S ign. The dogs
are the Jackals of the Egyptian ANURIS, guarding the Sates of the
East and of the West, shown by the two Towers between which lies

the Path of all heavenly bodies ever rising in the East  and
setting in the West. The Cray-fish is the Sign Cancer  and  was
anciently the Scarabeus or Khephera, the emblem of the Eun belo
the Horizon as he ever is when the Moon is increasing abo\e.
Also, when the Sun is in the Sign Pisces the Moon will be well in
her 1ncrease 1n Can:er as shown b the Cray-fiwh emblen.,rfﬁg‘,;

With the 4=7 rztuaifof the Bolden Dawn there ara alz:, fuam=
ther indications " of the actions of the card for Mathers =zayz::
*The traveller through the gates of Anubis is @y Nane Iooam
}1

Water, pure and limpid ever flowing on towards the sea. I an the
Ever passing Present that stands in the place of the Fast. I am
the Fertilised land. Hail unto thee Duwellers of the wings of the
morning®’. The reference to the fertilised land iis tho arza

between the the pool and the high ground where the Watch Towors
stand. If we examine the speech of the Hierophant in the ritual
of the 29th Path further: ' ’1 arise in the place of the gathering
of the Waters, through the rolled back Cloud of Night. From the
Father of the Waters went forth the Spirit, rendering asunder the




veils of darkness...and the Countenance of darkne:: ha
arose.” This in fact relates to the Cray-fish as man,

Shaged Moon. *And the Choas cried aloud for the Unlt, Df.
and the Face of the ETERNAL arose....in the Waters benesl

that face reflectad, the Formless abyss of the~Void i *F‘; EA
is self-euplanatory and it would pay the student t stully.  thz
entire ritual of the ”9th path which should be ’ead and re-read
for all these zdeas a@g cunta-ned in the Mcun - in Math:*~ N
words. ; , , e e

Further investigations show that the pool from whi:h the
Cray-fish emerges relates to Life, the Cray—fish being tha first
stirrings of Life in its early state. The two Towers on each side
of the path are Watch Towers showing that the progress of the
Cray-fish, as man, is being watched and the alarm will L: given
if he strays from the Path. These Towers also reprasznt thz Catas
of Hades, Kingdom of the Underworld and a symbol of divorosc
forces. The two jackals are also in the employ ©f those who guard
the Watch Towers and are ready to devour the Cray-fish ir el
leaves his natural habitat, the Path. The Holy nama YHVUH zop-

|4

arates the towers and allows a narrow passage for all *hoae wiho
wish to make their own way out of the Night. The: four Y:dd* are‘; e

ready to fall both on the path and into the pool of Lifz *tc
nurture them both under His Divine protection within the 32 paths
of the Tree of Life that man must traverse. The entire coicspt
relates to man having the freedcocm of choice to walk the correck
path of his own destiny. Any deviation from it takes uc bach to
the Pool where we must begin again - lifes karmic ’anﬁEFGQV In
many respects the beliefs of the Cathari are 5t111 ralevant v in
the meaning of this card today. There is also a strong menstrual.
symbolism here as well that is contained in: the r1tua1 of o the
2%2th Path whx:h also must not be overlaoked.,‘ s ~ ‘

The Waters of the Star have g:ven Farth new ‘1fe. TH Moan
is central to the forces of night creating shadows for diverse
forces as deception reigns supreme.  The light of the Mcon being
entirely subjective as opposed to the overall light of the  Sun.
The baying jackals at the Moon show that trﬂy Mave no g t* 22
over it and cannaot 1nfluence it in any way. Its course showns Lho
futility of their acticns e e L

e The Watch Towers and upper part of the land which they arsz

bii

on is the Dark Magneta of the Frirnce Scalcoc. The 3ky bachground
th Signal Green of the Gueen Scale. *he Lowar portion of the
land on which the jackals stand is PDull Green of the Princecs
Scale while the jackals are in the complementary translucesnt Red.
The path to the stream is the Ruby Red of the King Scale and the
waters of the stream are the translucent Ruby Red, with the cray-
fish being the complementary Green. The four Yods are the comple-~



mentary red to the Signal Green of the Queen Scale. The Moen an
its points are Brilliant White. (Note: *White ig an aczepiob
introduction to the four colcurs of the scales and thelr coogl
mentaries because white contains all thea colouwrs af the gpocte
and hence maintains a vibrational pitch.that will not  interf:

with the other colours on the card’. A quote of Ma-.ha-, L;s
from a lecturz he gave an the sub;ect cf colour Df *he Lsaros o
from the papers of Felkzn).\~‘ : ,

']

The psycholag:cal aspect of thxs card show& individualz who
are highly impressicnable by nature. Peing ‘aware- of - thiz T
only makes them withdraw into themselves. They become the perf
non-enitities who have insulated themselves from the major nega
tive forces of life. By this is meant that escapism, for want o
a better word, is sought from different areas of ones wncon-
scious. Generally, these individuals are loners and must realise
their full potential state of awareness. For without it and s
path . to follow they fall victim to their lower selvez ettty
desires. The individual is the cray—-fish in the poocl of the
unconscious. Awareness of the Path shows the individual o way ocut
of the stream which gave him birth and 211 the comfortz of  the
womb . Rty . \ : Rea i el Smil

The alchemical explanation of this card is conception -
of the conjunction. This is represented at the top of the card by
the Moon joined with the Sun (this is a new concept in o the
dimension of this card stemming from the later :mmment:7 of
Mathers in 1910 to Brodie Innes who passed this information on to
Felkin), in fact the Moon has caten the Sun. The falling Yod:o ore
the Succus Lunarae (sap of the Moon plant), showing tu- necsturnal
origin of the water from the sky as it mines with *the =ztrzam
below (Mercurius Vivos), resulting in a dxssnlvxng Process o
created things back to the Lapus or the Divirne Seed. T.. '
towers are Sulphur and Mercury which when joined producz the
child of their union as the cray-fish, one of the first signs of
primal life. The card in fact teaches that through the conjunc-
tion one can produce the first stage Df 1i¥e itself (the water of
which contains the cray-fish is ~fact the Bath',ofl the
Philosphers in which life is created). The dogs are the alchem—
ical QDFJEFEHE Hound and the Armen‘an Bx-ch ~ aulphux and Moroury

The Moon is number 18. Th1s number is coﬂ51aarcu pro ctocticn
against thieves, though its theosophic deduction, the enncad
(1+8=9), has mors of a tale, alluding to the geztation of the

human foetus, being an emblem of Matter, a number always repro-
ducing itself (called the perfect number) thus inferring again to
the foetus which is born at the end of the ninth month, which in
turns reproduces itself at maturity.
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The Moon here represents the highly impressionable
dual who, when aware of this fact, will withdraw and
themselves from outside influence of both negative and positive
energies. It is important that full awareness 1is develuped,
otherwise a limited view is formed. Awareness is your key. S The
temperament depicted here has phases of outward and ithdrawn
expression, there is difficulty in concentration as the mind izs
pasily influenced. This card shows the imaginative, but with a
tendency to be uncontrolled.“There;is a strong life force if.-all
channels are Llear. : . : ' :
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ON MATTERS OF possessions and personal attituds towar
personal estate and resources both physzca‘f‘and'
principles and feelings; management and progecticn, o=
personal, commercial, governmental and natzonal # nancial affair
directly relatzng to the self" : o T e

The Moon in thzs posltzon shows a tlme nf st
effectuate the final move, or tc just make erds mee
although fluctuatory, there is prugrass and needs will
to, providing they are not extreme, illusionary and unrha;is
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If one errs there will be deviation from purpose whxc“\ ill o Xta ke
you back to start (over old ground) again, hindering prograss.
For some, this means spending hard earned money. Although  the
Moon shows vyou will have to rely on your basic senses Lto "getl

a4

along’, if vyou can learn to contemplate the -face cf cause,
will be easier to master life under the above matters. e

ON MATTERS OF short journeys; communications; relatlionshipe;
brothers, sisters, neighbours; humour; identity; early educaliong
books;_correspandence; enlarging ones field of activity:

On a positive note, the Moon shows s power to meet Jdifficdil-~
ties with courage and faith. Although persoralities will clash,
your mind will act instinctively to do and say the right thing.
Brothers and sisters, or cousins, may be numerous and there is =
premature estrangement with one or more of them. A lack of confi-
dence inhibits education, together with many distractions. There
will be growth if one is single of purpose. Inte‘lechually thare
is .limitation to a persons own sphere of sistence (thought).



There may be lies and deteit under the above mstters.

ON MATTERS OF +the end of one stage and the commoncemuent  of
anocther; +the home and private life; buildingsy land; ,m*:nt:
security; emotions; significant shifts in lifes directlcns; con
cerning the souls thE\occult'inVits'practical,terms; le ﬁut-;\

Emotions ae easy to erupt V'maods swing. There is & tendency
to jealousy, possessiveness and morbidness. You have not had an
easy road to walk during your upbringing whether it Sz csoticn-
ally or physically. For some, they struggle for surviwval, for
others they take advantage of the unsuspecting. roperty/eszstatos
have indirect taxes - this is not a good time te szell or buy,
wait for awhile to see which way the ’wind will blouw’. The Mocon
represents sorcery and forbidden places, witchcraft and mw;iuiuus
deeds, beware. It is also represenatxve Qf the ha_har along
the path of the Soul’s Journey. ~

DN MATTERS OF 1ave“§i§éh, creativity of selfhood; the creative
will; <children; entertainment; recreaticn; speculation; cporis;
the arts, gambling, 4u1filling potentiality- et

" The Mnon in this pnsitxnn shows pa=51on and energy Cuﬁtou-‘
led by the lower nature of man rather than the higher mind. It
shows birth or conception = & child of wunion iz produced.
Concerning self-hood there is an exhibition of  natural expres-
sion, and artistic or sporting talents lie latent. In szgzculation
or gambling one comforts bewildermant and illusion, thero ars
‘many traps. You are warned against too much recreation and gslea-
sure seeking as it turns you from the path of the  highar aind.
The  Moon shows potential will be fulfilled providing yocu de  not
stray from your purpose, but it has to be brought from the decper
most recesses of the min B S 50 R
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ON MATTERS OF sickness; employment; employees; relati
within the work environmentj con‘licts,' service; one:
service; the acquiring of shll s, psycholog,. ‘ :

If  the essentxal detalls are attended ta, wort  will =

thorough, however  know vouwr limitaticns In thisz positian . the
Mocon may show a need for a time for Fyechological  ropair.

Behaviour - patterns here are reactions from  the subzonsciocus;
there may be crime and deceit.  There is melancholy, depreszions,
physiological changes. Lymphatics, sexual organs or fluid resten-—
tion may be involved. There is cellular growth to injuries. In
your working environment, tread carefully as there are those who
will  take advantage of your mistakes. Po not gossip for there




“tionj mystxcxsm, transfarmaticn, psychotherapy;?

are those who will twist your words. Slander.

CN MATTERS OF marriage and divorcey contracts;  thaz cther pacby
competitors, advzrsaries, and known enemizs; partnarshiz
relationships; social interaction; the law of compenzati
is lacking; the workings of karma:

The meaning of the Moon in this pozition is rather mie: M
some cases it shows a second marriage, infldelity; in  others-
someone is drawn irresistably to anothers magnetism. Therz i
possible treachery by a friend or partner - tread carefully.
Irrational thinking creates images and phantoms of the aind,
thereby causing obstacles. In some relationcships it shows  two
cleaved together against all conflicting interests and outzlide
interference. Misfortune may come to your Ioved Dne,,u_wb“d¢ng on

the surrounding cards.,

ON  MATTERS OF~deathfand(rebirth;m_a::idents;,aEf&ec¥~“~:,ct”arz
crime and ‘retribution; . legacies;ahwills,"c.hersxfestat:: =
finances; joint resources; moods; ~sex; spiritcalism; rejuvens-

Do not ex pect to be enrzched in any way and beware o‘ deceit
and treachery. This is not a good time to ' go into partnershizg a-
business deals. There is a negative effect on octhers and patiy

little accidents occur. The Moon alluda= to the passing over of
the soul, mediumship. The develcping individual will have 45 deo
battle with the phantoms of the material world. This card chowc
that an indirect but natural path to spiritual atteinment is
taken. There is  gradual perception and many phases of what i3

considered reality. Life is cyclic and the Moon shows the pushing
forth of life and energy just as life must burst from the womb.

It is a dualistic universe through which the splrx* fqn tions and

this must always be taken 1nto consideratzan.~~

DN MATTERS OF religion; metaphysics; philosophy; higher zhudy and
educationy legal systems; morals; institutions of learning; long
distance travel; exploration;  public conmunicationzg R
collective mind: L : «

A crisis of faith, morals and ethics lost, purpose Has lost
itz meaning. There are religious disputes and the mental attitude
is  easily: unbalanced. There is a difficult but stimulating
adventure; for some, long water and land journeys. Much will ke

gained through travel, but many difficulties may arise along the
way if you deviate from your course. The Moon chows a challenge
to rise above pride and war to bring co-operation and pzace o



life. Concerning higher study and writing, thi
progress providing cne item (subject?! is dealt i

ON MATTERS OF public honour; status; ambitions and goals raaihe
achievements; profession; the other parent; causes for dizsgrac
recognition; identity: . . . . .

There is & compulsion to step off the Path and rescrt
emotion, greed and selfishness. There is much frustration
career with many things beyond your contral. You must 2
self by ‘your own merits for nothing comes easy. This 1
when one is on the brink of an important change and therszs
promises of victory over the material world, however, boware
the power of material forces can be deceptive. The Mocn advisss
one step at a time in any given direction. Goals are gencerally
materialistic, = but for some, spiritual power. Ho aevar, goals
will not be-reached yet. SRR e A
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ON MATTERS oF frzends~x social alliances; legislation;
ones attitude; group activzties, government, CDuﬁBCIICFﬁ; love
als; fFoleil~

received; spiritual and intellectual aspirations; ids
ment what you yield and how you benefit ntHers.fw;ff

In this poszt;on this card depzcts the Iunatlc,,;bu“ whoe
to judge what madness is; could it be we are all masd. Therz is
strong influence by the surrounding environment and reprezclion
from Society or groups is‘indi:ated;giwar-like:behavﬁah am:ﬂg
factions and limitation of boundaries is indicated. "Novo
under the above matters an end is near, where human c ther
faculties have reached their uttermost limit and one muct dir:ard
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all  senses, offering themselves :ompletely to &  non-rati
influence of an inward guiding light. There are prob’en~,o% noh
bezng able to see the wood for the traae :

'.
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ON MATTERS OF

responsibility and contribution ers;
humanistic concerns; ' karmic debts; unresolved problems; hidden
rasources; the unconscious; sorrow; healih afflictions; secrsot
enemies;  hos pzbala,,,,se:reti sc:iet1s:; salf undoing;  total
1dent1ficat1an. B R (O : :

In this position, the Moon alludes to those who arg secre-—
tive, who do not reveal anything of themzeslves reflecting *he
images of others. It represents the bondage of thm peycho-physio-
logical consciousness of the animal man.” There iz secretivenecs

under - the above matters and friends may become enemies. It is
purely a matter of survival -with the strongest and most cunning
surviving. Health wise, it shows the activity of natural forces
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on the body. Karmically one megis many who are'k:rking Sut thged
karma; the danger is getting entangled up n their harma  whid
would have not necessarily effect you.~ *ry to romain neutral. 2
focus cn your own light. :
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MEDITATION ON THE MODN. f}7'

Let the Student fxrst study the overal ;plcture of tﬁe _a.-, thern
study each detail: Each symbol and image. Study the colourc.
Now let the Student look at the card and feel 1ts vibrationz.
Write down your averall 1mpresszcn.»~‘ ‘ S :
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Now paxnt this :éfd' witﬁfihé"taboye({des¢fibaﬁi

outlined draw1ng is. supplxed thh thi




