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LESSON 103

KING OF SWORDS
"Princ of th Chariot of Swords"

Rul s 20 d gr s Capricorn to 20 d gr s Aquarius

A wing d king with wing d crown and s at d in a chariot
drawn by arch fays, r pr s nt d as wing d youths v ry slightly
dr ss d, with butt rfly wings . Th ir h ads ar ncircl d by a
fill t with a p ntagram on it whil th wands th y hold ar
surmount d by p ntagrams . Th butt rfly wings and fill ts on
th ir f t ar th sam as thos protruding from th ir backs and
worn around th ir h ads . Th g n ral quipm nt of th King is th
sam as his opposit numb r in th suit of Wands though h b ars
cr sts with a wing d ang lic h ad with a p ntagram on th brows .
B n ath his chariot ar gr y nimbus clouds . His hair is long and
waving in s rp ntil whirls, and whirls compos th scal s of his
armour . H has a drawn sword in on hand and a sickl in th
oth r . With th sword h rul s, and with th sickl h slays .

Th wings of th King d pict his airy natur whil thos on
his crown show his airy kingdom . Th p ntagram on th h ad of th
arch fays allud to th symbol of spirit (spiritus m ans br ath
in latin) . Th butt rfly wings show part of th transmutation
stag und rgon by th Prim a Mat ria. As a driv r h has control
ov r th Sylphs and Sylphidz:?s, th l m ntal spirits of air . His
long wavy hair giv s a lack of r striction to his r ign, in th
high r strat r of air . Th dark gr y clouds in fact r pr s nt
nourishm nt, cr ativity, (b caus th y bring rain as a sourc of
lif and nourishm nt), and also quat with th Enochian Air s
hinting at strong r l m ntal pow rs lurking about him .

Th King has blu y s and transluc nt y llow skin . His
wings, on his back and h lm t ar whit whil hisarmour is a
bright y llow with a gold crown . Th sword and sickl ar both
dark y llow with mauv shadings . Th chariot is a light gold with
mauv shadings around th wh l rim. Th armour of th king is
gold with mauv whirls. Th mbl ms on th King hav whit wings
and a pal y llow colour for th child's h ad . Th arch fays ar
th sam colour as th King and th y hav mauv wings with y llow
circl s on th m, th ir h adr ss is also mauv . Th background to
this card is pal (or light) y llow and is slightly dark r than
th skin colouring of th King and Arch fays .

Appli d to man, this card shows th psych b ing pull d into
an ar a of no r striction, following its v ry whim, which d s-
crib s an lusiv quality and a scatt ring wast of n rgy . It
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shows xp nd d n rgy, wast d as soon as it is cr at d as th
psych trav ls across th unchart d r gions of th mind .

Th Airy part of Air is an individual who is th pitom of
th think r and plann r . H is a p rson who will plan skillfully,
taking his tim in trying to bring his vast plans into action .
Th Airy part of Air p opl n v r do things in small m asur s
wh n gr at on s will do. Th y b com xtr m ly abstract in
thought and action and as such th y ar in dang r of loosing
sight of th goal of th plan . This will . ultimat ly involv
compl x manipulations. Th Airy part of Air p opl oft n
disassociat th ms lv s from th r ality of th situation wh n
d aling with p opl s' motion . Th y r s nt any form of r stric-
tion and pr f r to go it alon in th ir v ntur s .

H rul s 20 d gr s Capricorn to 20 d gr s Aquarius which shows
th d tach d asp ct of Capricorn combining with th op n gat and
curious but cautious approach of th Aquarian . Int r sts and
n rgi s can b scatt r d in too many dir ctions .

Th first h xagram of th I'Ching is associat d h r which
r it rat s th cr ativity of th card but cautions against
arroganc . Th King of Swords diff rs slightly from that of th
Chin s Cosmos in as much as wh r th I'Ching cautions against
th us of too much n rgy, and wh r th card shows swift
mov m nt . Th main diff r nc b ing th application. This is
b caus th Trigrams of Ch'i n that mak up this h xagram is
m r ly an association to air or th initial imp tus of it which
shows only th b ginning of th card, not th compl t rang and
this is on ar a wh r th ov rlap associations do not prop rly
mix w ll . Th Gr at Symbolism says . "H av n in motion, giv s th
id a of str ngth . Th Sup rior Man, in accordanc with this,
n rv s hims lf to c as l ss activity" .

Th alch mical m aning of this card is at th lat r stag of
s paration . Parac lsus says of this: "S paration is th gr at st
miracl in philosophy, and that magic th most singular by which
it is ff ct d ; v ry xc ll nt for quickn ss of p n tration and
swiftn ss of op ration, th lik wh r of natur knows not" . Th
Tabula Smaragdina H rm tis also says : "Thou shalt s parat th
arth from fir , th subtl from th gross, g ntly, with much
sagacity; it will asc nd from arth to h av n and again d sc nd
from h av n to arth . . ." . Appli d to this card it shows that th
d ath of th body by d capitation in th Qu n of Swords has
r l as d th spirit to h av n, wh r it pr par s to r turn y t
again .

Vau of Vau is th n utral part of a n utral forc , its cor
c nt r is cr at d by th outsid influ nc . This shows th cas
of r d mption through th Son (Vau) who acts as an int rm diatory
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forc . It is th Son, as an out r sh ll who has a n w divin Son
imprision d insid him which can only b r l as d through trial
and suff ring . It shows hop , salvation through b li f in n w
conc pts that will shatt r th old valu s .

DIVINATION

ON MATTERS OF th Physical Body ; S lfhood ; S lf Proj ction ; n w
id as; n w b ginnings r actions to outsid stimuli ; th lif
forc ; first ncount rs :

Th King of Swords in this Fir hous shows an individual
who is always m ntally activ . H is v ry hard to pin down and
if you do manag this th answ rs you will g t from him will b
uncl ar . Plac d in this hous position th King has appar ntly
start d (in draught format) on th plans of a proj ct . Wh n
d aling with him it would b advisabl to und rstand that it is
too arly for r sults at this stag . It would b b tt r to apply
a littl s lf disciplin to on s lf and wait until th proj ct
is mor und rway b for asking th King to show what h has
accomplish d .

ON MATTERS OF poss ssions and p rsonal attitud towards such ;
p rsonal stat and r sourc s both physical and mat rial ;
principl s and f lings; manag m nt and proj ction ; comm rc ,
p rsonal, comm rcial, gov rnm ntal and national financial affairs
dir ctly r lating to th s lf :

Th King of Swords in this Earth Hous is an individual who
is not in tun with his nvironm nt (und r th abov matt rs) . .
His airy natur cannot com to grips with his busin ss int r sts
which t nd to ti him down too much . In d aling with th King in
this instanc on will find him out of his d pth . His grand
sch m s hav not y t mat rialis d . Your association with him
shows communication probl ms and hold-ups . It is a tim to with-
draw, as to go in with th King in a proj ct, at this stag ,
would caus you nothing but probl ms .

ON MATTERS OF short journ ys ; communications r lationships ;
broth rs, sist rs, n ighbours ; humour ; id ntity ; . arly ducation ;
books ; corr spond nc ; nlarging on s fi ld of activity :

Th King of Swords in this Air Hous shows an individual who
is constantly on th mov , som thing that s ms to suit his
lif styl . B caus of his constant stat of flux h is a p rson
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of littl or no substanc . His humour is good and h has a quick
wit . Th r may b som min r corr spond nc d v loping but it
will n v r v ntuat as th King do s not hav th tim nor th
inclination to writ to you . Wh n d aling with him on family
matt rs on finds that h tr ats th m almost abstractly, mainly
du to his lack of motional d pth . H will how v r ncompass
many n w ar as but will not hav tim to s ttl or d v lop th
conc pts h has laid down .

ON MATTERS OF th nd of on stag and th comm nc m nt of
anoth r ; th hom and privat lif ; buildings ; land ; par nts ;
s curity ; motions ; significant shifts in lif s dir ctions ; con-
c rning th soul ; th occult in its practical t rms ; divination :

Th King of Swords in this Wat r Hous shows an individual
who appli s his int ll ct through an motional outl t . In th
hom h s s his task as a t ach r by showing oth rs how to plan
and rationalis in daily lif . If his l ssons ar h d d th
family will b motionally and financially s cur in lat r y ars .
Wh n d aling with th King und r th abov matt rs it would b
advisabl to approach him in ar as that h is b st at . H
t ach s and slays with disciplin in on mov m nt . H is always
on th lookout for som thing n w and chall nging . B car ful of
nt ring into any long t rm proj cts with him . Try for short t rm
liaisons only .

ON MATTERS OF lov giv n ; cr ativity of s lfhood ; th cr ativ
will ; childr n ; nt rtainm nt ; r cr ation ; sp culation ; sports ;
th arts ; gambling ; fulfilling pot ntiality :

Th King of Swords in this Fir Hous shows an individual,
und r th abov matt rs, who is xtr m ly activ in family
gath rings . H lov s his family and is continually pushing to try
and g t th m to b tt r th ms lv s. H is th typ that will tak
his family v rywh r and th y can xp ct constant vari ty in
th ir liv s b caus of it . Wh n d aling with th King in this
ar a you will find him n rg tic and hard to pin down or k p up
with . H will not mak any typ of co rtyi ttm nt as his first
instincts ar to fulfill his and his childr ns' pot ntiality .
During this p riod it would b unwis to d al with th King as h
may not b abl to b count d on .

ON MATTERS OF sickn ss (g n rally du to work probl ms) ;
mploym nt : mploy s ; r lationships within th work nvironm nt ;
conflicts ; s rvic ; on s s ns of s rvic ; th acquiring of
skills ; psychology :



L1u_/pg 5

Th King of Swards in this Earth Hous shows an individual
who will stop at nothing to g t what h wants . H is a cunning
p rson and is not to b trust d . As soon as h do s som good h
will d stroy it in th n xt mov h mak s . Wh n d aling with th
King in th abov matt rs caution is urg d . Th b st approach to
tak with him is not to d al with him at all but if you hav to
contact him, mak sur v rything is l gally binding for if not
h will hav littl r gard for your int r sts . If h is your
boss at work th n quit wh n you can . If h is an mploy th n
g t rid of him b for h brings probl ms in th work nvironm nt
or to your doorst p .

ON MATTERS OF marriag and divorc ; contracts ; th oth r party ;
comp titors, adv rsari s, and known n mi s ; partn rships ; public
r lationships ; social int raction ; th law of comp nsation ; what
is lacking ; th workings of karma :

Th King of Swords in this Air Hous shows an individual who
is good for only short t rm r lationships . Any form of partn r-
ship will b xciting though th r is a slight dang r of his not
b ing abl to liv up to his id als. Wh n d aling with th King
you will find him an xcitabl and lik abl individual but in
busin ss matt rs. tak him at r sult valu only . H will hav many
partn rships and you will only b on , as long as you an acc pt
that th r will b no probl ms. Do not trust him compl t ly for
any d p m aningful r lationshps as you will b dissapoint d . H
is not a good prosp ct for marriag .

ON MATTERS OF d ath and r birth ; accid nts ; ff cts of oth rs ;
crim and r tribution ; l gaci s; wills ; oth rs stat s and
financ s ; joint r sourc s ; moods; s x ; spiritualism ; r juv na-
tion ; mysticism ; transformation ; psychoth rapy :

Th King of Swords in this Wat r Hous shows an individual
who has s n mor than his shar of d ath, mainly du to his
trav lling . In many ways h acts lik an administr t r of justic
and h may b or r pr s nt som law nforc m nt offic by prof s-
sion . In d aling with him on will find him a difficult p rson to
g t a hold of . Ov rall though, his d alings with you should not
b unpl asant . If you ar on th wrong sid of th law and m t
this p rson through br aking it, th n on will find him a r l nt-
l ss pursu r . If about to go to trial xp ct littl in th way of
m rcy .

ON MATTERS OF r ligion ; m taphysics ; philosophy ; high r study and
ducation ; l gal syst ms; morals ; institutions of l arning ; long
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coll ctiv mind :

Th King of Swords in this Fir Hous shows an individual
who has many m taphysical int r sts . His fi ld is r s arch and h
may trav l quit a lot in his job . H is mor of an inquir r into
th myst ri s than a practising magician though h is w ll awar
of th Oysic und rcurr nts. Wh n d aling with th King, und r
th abov matt rs, on will find him a h lpfull coll agu but not
a h lpful t ach r . This is du to his abstract conc pts which h
has difficulty in xpr ssing . H has a gr at d al to off r in his
r sp ctiv fi ld that can b utilis d and adapt d to suit our own
int r sts . L arn as much as possibl from him whil you can .

ON MATTERS OF public honour ; status ; ambitions and goals r ach d ;
achi v m nts; prof ssion ; th oth r par nt ; caus s for disgrac ;
r cognition; id ntity :

Th King of Swords in this arth Hous shows an individual
who is quit w ll known in his r sp ctiv fi ld of int r st and
study . H has status and a c rtain amount of pow r and influ nc
in his prof ssion and is r gard d as an up and coming -p rson . His
ambition is th for front of v rything h has, and h will l t
nothing stand in his way of fam and pow r having a fing r inv ry pi . If you work und r him h will us you for his own
nds . On th oth r hand, if you ar ov r him at work th n h will

constantly irritat you. Ov rall, h will only h lp and co-
op rat wh n it s rv s his own nds, so ch ck this out first
b for you hav any d alings with him .

ON MATTERS OF fri nds; incom ; social allianc s; l gislation ;on s attitud ; group activiti s ; gov rnm nt, couns llors ; lov
r c iv d ; spiritual and int ll ctual aspirations ; id als ; fulfil-
m nt ; what you yi ld and how you b n fit oth rs :

Th King of Swords in this Air hous shows an individual who
is w ll lik d and v ry amiabl . H is a l ad r in a n w fi ld and
is futuristic in his outlook . H giv s inspiration to oth rs to
continu with group proj cts . Wh n d aling with th King in this
position on would assum h is part of a larg organisation or
group. H will b v ry r c ptiv to your d mands, providing th yar r asonabl . You will find th King an abl h lp r, advisor-and an xc ll nt strat gist, which is his nich in lif . It woulddo w ll to list n to his advic on any of th abov subj cts .

ON MATTERS OF r sponsibility and contribution to oth rs ;humanistic conc rns ; karmic d bts; unr solv d probl ms; hidd nr sourc s ; th unconscious ; sorrow ; h alth afflictions ; s cr t
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n mi s ;

	

hospitals ;

	

s cr t soci ti s; s lf undoing ; total
id ntification :

Th king of Swords in this Wat r Hous shows a individual '
who int ll ctualis s ov r world probl ms . H will undoubt dly b
in a group which claims all th answ rs. Th r is also a c rtain '
amount of s cr tiv n ss involv d in his activiti s, wh th r for
good or vil int nt . Wh n d aling with th King in th abov
matt rs on may think th y know wh r th y stand with him b caus
of his d p vi wpoints but in r ality th r is a hidd n dark r '
asp ct to his natur that w hav y t to discov r .

MEDITATION ON THE KING OF SWORDS :
L t th Stud nt first study th ov rall pictur of th card, th n
study ach d tail : Each symbol and imag . Study th colours .
Now l t th Stud nt look at th card and f l its vibrations .
Writ down your ov rall impr ssion .

---00000--

_x _rc_ i s_ _
Now paint this card with th abov d scrib d colours .

	

An
outlin d drawing is suppli d with this l sson .
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