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LESSON 66

5 OF CUPS

Lor� of Loss in Pl�asur�

0 to 10 ��gr��s S�orpio

O in • mo

A whit� ra�iating ang�li� han�, hol�ing lotus�s or wat�r
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lili�s of whi�h th� flow�rs ar� falling right an� l�ft . L�av�s

only, no �u�s surmount th�m . Th�s� lotus st�ms as��n� ��tw��n

th� �ups in th� mann�r of a fountain, �ut no wat�r flows th�r�-

from ; n�ith�r is th�r� wat�r in any of th� �ups, whi�h ar� som�-

what of th� shap� of th� wat�r �up of th� ZAM .

pi�tur� h�r� is on� of �xhaustion or ov�r in�ulg�n��,

on� has partak�n so mu�h of a goo� thing that it has ���n

�xhaust�� h�n�� no wat�r �om�s from th� ��ntr� of th� lotus�s .

Th� la�k of wat�r show that th� lotus�s hav� grown �ut not

poll�nat��, whi�h giv�s ris� to sup�rfi�ial growth, an� th� s�a

from whi�h th�y grow has not ���n nourish�� so that any growth in

it to whi�h th� roots of th� lotus r�a�h is �oom�� to �� �arr�n

an� inf�rtil� �u� to all th� nutri�nts of th� s�a ��ing utilis��

in th� pr�vious �ar� .

Th� fiv� �ups form th� sym�ol of th� North - th� Ap�x�s

two triangl�s m��ting in th� ��ntr� .

	

Esot�ri�ally th� North

r�pr�s�nts �arkn�ss, �ol�n�ss an� th� �arr�n, �ut this sym�ol

giv�s forth �on��ntrat�� �n�rgy to th� ��ntral point, whi�h is



i
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n���ssary to sustain what lif� that is l�ft . This �on��ntration

�raws inwar� giving th� app�aran�� of a ��ntral pillar whi�h must

�v�ntually g�n�rat� �nough h�at for growth, �ut not h�r� as this

�ar� allu��s to th� wint�r months of �orman�y . This tim� of

assum�� stilln�ss is n���ssary for a �h�mi�al �hang� to tak�

pla�� �uring putr�fa�tion .

Para��lsus says : Pla�� it M�r�ury) in th� Philosophi�

Egg, an� s�al it �los�ly so that nothing may �vaporat� . Stan� it

in Athanor until, without any a��ition, it ��gins of its�lf to ��

r�solv�� from a�ov�, so that it,looks lik� an islan� in th� mi�st

of that s�a, gra�ually ���r�asing �v�ry �ay, an� at last ��ing

�hang�� into th� r�s�m�lan�� of �la�k�ning . This �la�k su�stan��

is th� �ir� whi�h fli�s �y night without wings, whi�h th� first

��w from h�av�n, with its �onstant influ�n��, its as��nt an�

��s��nt, has �hang�� into th� �la�kn�ss of a �row s h�a� .

This is wh�r� all hav� turn�� sour in natur�, �ut as y�t too

a�tiv� to stagnat�, as th�r� is an �l�m�nt of �istur�an�� from

th� fifth �up, th� ��ntral �up . N�v�rth�l�ss putr�fa�tion is

taking pla�� �hanging th� natur� of all matt�r, th�r�for� what is

lost �annot �� r��ov�r�� .

	

Th� �mpty �ups show unfulfilm�nt of

�motions an� ��sir�s, an� r�pr�s�nt what has not y�t ���n

attain�� . This la�k of fulfilm�nt �n�ourag�s a stat� �on-

tinual trying . Th� Spirit is �onstantly pushing to g�t through

an� �� �xpr�ss�� in Matt�r . This pushing is �n�l�ss h�n�� th�

imag� of �xhaustion i n th� 5 of Cups .
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Th� 5 of Cups is th� 1st stag� of Su�limation . Putr�fa�tion

tak�s pla�� in s�v�n ways, an� on� of th� s�v�n is Su�limation,

as Spirit, an� �an �� ��s�ri��� as to mak� th� �o�y spiritual .

Th� 5 of Cups is �olour�� in th� Qu��n S�al� .

	

Th� �a�k�rop

is th� �olour of th� Sign,

	

Jasp�r R�� Soft Orangy R�� Brown),

an� th� �ups ar� th� �olour of th� Plan�t, Poppy R�� Soft Orang�

R��) .

	

Th� lotus st�ms an� l�av�s ar� th� �ompl�m�ntary to th�

�a�k�rop, Paris gr��n .

	

Th� lotus flow�rs ar� th� �ompl�m�ntary

to th� �ups, Brilliant Gr��n .

	

Th�-��g�s of th� �ups giv� off

gr��n aura to i��ntify th� �ups against th� �a�k�rop .

	

Th� han�

an� �lou�s ar� Brilliant Whit� .

With th� �olours of th� fir� �l�m�nt �xpr�ss�� through th�

wat�r �l�m�nt �om�s v�ry int�ns� �motion with strong ��sir�s .

En�rgy tak�s a n�w form, whi�h if r�gulat�� �an transform

�v�rything aroun� it . Th�s� �olours r�pr�s�nt th� �volutionary

pro��ss of �xpansion of �ons�iousn�ss, l�a�ing �v�ntually to th�

�r�ation of p�rf��tion . Th� main sour�� of �riv� shown �y th�s�

�olours is s�xual . Thos� who want to surviv� un��r th� influ�n��

of th�s� �n�rgi�s must �� r�sour��ful, gui�ing �n�rgy into

�hann�ls wh�r� it �an �� us�� �onstru�tiv�ly .

Th� Plan�t an� Sign asso�iat�� to th� 5 of Cups is Mars in

S�orpio . Mars in S�orpio works on two �xtr�m�s ; �ynami�,

pow�rful will, or a ��vastating ��stru�tiv� p�rsonality ��lving

to th� ��pths of s�nsationalism an� n�gativ� �motion .

	

Su�h

�xtr�m�s pro�u�� p�opl� of gr�at r�sour��fuln�ss, p�opl� of



t pow�rful s�x �riv� �an a��omplish high goals or l�a� th�m into

��gra�ation . S�lf ��stru�tion aris�s from har�our�� gru�g�s or

f��lings �issatisfa�tion whi�h turn stagnant ��low th�

surfa�� . Wh�n trapp�� in a �orn�r, th� Mars in S�orpio p�rson

woul� turn on th� s�lf an� ��stroy rath�r than

	

�aught or

r�main �orn�r��, just lik� th� S�orpion whi�h stings
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un�ompromising ��f�ns� m�tho�s an� ��li�fs an� thos� with a

its�lf to

��ath . J�alousy is an in�ulg�n�� of th� Mars in S�orpio p�rson,

who w�l�om�s h�althy rivalry to t�st his own str�ngth . S�lf

sa�rifi�� in what is ��li�v�� giv�s th� Mars in S�orpio p�rson a

s�ns� of r��irth, or �l�ansing . This sa�rifi�� is a s�lf invok��

stat� giving r�li�f from th� normal whi�h is fix�� an�

un�hanging . Th� lat�r stat� is also s�lf invok�� as a form of

s��urity .

G��urah of H�h �isappointm�nt in lov�, marriag� �rok�n

off, kin�n�ss of a fri�n�, loss of fri�n�ship, moral ��gra�ation) .

DIVINATION

ON MATTERS OF th� Physi�al Bo�y ; S�lfhoo� ; S�lf Proj��tion ; n�w

i��as ; n�w ��ginnings ; r�a�tions to outsi�� stimuli ; th� lif�

for�� ; first �n�ount�rs :

In this position th� 5 of Cups r�pr�s�nts on� who has

mala�just�� to normal lif� . Str�ngth of ��sir� ov�rrul�s

�is�rimination, �n�ouraging a patt�rn of ov�r�oing on�s proj��-

tion of i��as an� ��li�fs, �sp��ially �xpr�ssion of th� �motions,



full�st till on� is ma�� si�k �y th�m .

thos� that n�v�r l�arn .

	

This �ar� r�pr�s�nts th� fanati� .

	

It

also r�pr�s�nts ov�r��aring �xt�rnal for��s whi�h som� work at to

ov�r�om� whil� oth�rs �rum�l� un��r th� pr�ssur� .

�aus� a ��pl�tion of �n�rgi�s an� at tim�s giv� a f��ling of

hop�l�ssn�ss . N�v�rth�l�ss, against all o��s on� shoul� k��p

trying . If you �an t go through th� �ri�k wall, go aroun� it .

Th� K�y wor� is ���oming Distraught .

ON MATTERS OF poss�ssions an� p�rsonal attitu�� towar�s su�h ;

p�rsonal �stat� an� r�sour��s �oth physi�al an� mat�rial ;

prin�ipl�s an� f��lings ; manag�m�nt an� proj��tion ; �omm�r��,

p�rsonal, �omm�r�ial, gov�rnm�ntal an� national finan�ial affairs

�ir��tly r�lating to th� s�lf :

In this position th� 5 of Cups ��pi�ts a loss of in�om� an�

misfortun� in a �usin�ss v�ntur� ; p�rsonal r�sour��s �o not �om�

up to �xp��tation, manag�rial matt�rs misfir� ; prin�ipl�s an�

f��lings sink into ��gra�ation unl�ss surroun�ing �ar�s ��pi�t

oth�rwis� wh�n it will imply t�mporary loss . Th�r� ar� thos�

aroun� you that s��m to hav� th� Mi�as tou�h an� you will ��n�fit

�y pooling your r�sour��s with th�m, although th�y may �ontinu�

to ��n�fit an� you to los� . Don t ��spair, only growth �an tak�

pla�� now, as �ontinuum of �volution is in progr�ss . D�spair .

ON MATTERS OF short journ�ys ; �ommuni�ations ; r�lationships ;
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for �xampl�, r�a�tion to ��f�at giv�s ���p �isappointm�nt an� to

su���ss is ov�rjoy . Th� pl�asur�s of lif� ar� in�ulg�� in to th�

An�, �v�n th�n th�r� ar�

Th�s� for��s



t

t

�ar� shows a s�nsitivity that �an
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�roth�rs, sist�rs, n�igh�ours ; humour ; i��ntity ; �arly ��u�ation ;

�ooks ; �orr�spon��n�� ; �nlarging on�s fi�l� of a�tivity :

Communi�ation through th� �xpr�ssion of ��sir�s an� moo�s is

quit� �vi��nt wh�n th� S of Cups turns up in this position . This

tun� into th� moo�s an� n���s

of thos� on� �om�s into �onta�t . This mak�s goo� �ouns�llors .

Int�rpr�tation of oth�rs in this way �an ���om� �istort�� an�

tak�n p�rsonally l�aving f��lings of hurt, �isappointm�nt an� at

tim�s �motional im�alan�� . Th� 5 of Cups warns against trav�l as

th�r� may �� an a��i��nt �u� t r��kl�ssn�ss . E�u�ation is

g�n�rally along th� lin�s of a tra�� an� working with ma�hin�ry .

Th�r� is oft�n �a� f��ling ��tw��n family or n�igh�ours . Th�

saf�st a�tion is sil�n�� . S�nsitivity .

ON MATTERS OF th� �n� of on� stag� an� th� �omm�n��m�nt of

anoth�r ; th� hom� an� privat� lif� ; �uil�ings ; lan� ; par�nts ;

s��urity ; �motions ; signifi�ant shifts in lif�s �ir��tions ; �on-

��rning th� soul ; th� o��ult in its pra�ti�al t�rms ; �ivination :

Th� 5 of Cups in this position shows pr�o��upation with

finan�ial s��urity . It shows �onfi��n�� in �usin�ss affairs an�

a f��ling of finan�ial s��urity in th� hom�, �ut th� hom�

�nvironm�nt is g�n�rally uns�ttl�� with �motional ups�ts that

l�a� to a��i��nts . Th� l�sson h�r� is to l�arn s�lf �ontrol so

that th� �om�sti� s��n� is put in harmony .

	

Th�r� may �� trou�l�

ov�r lan� an� �uil�ings an� possi�l� �isput�s .

	

Loss may o��ur

through th�ft or �amag� of prop�rty .

	

Wat�r pip� an� �rainag�



t
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pro�l�ms ar� v�ry lik�ly . Th� 5 of Cups shows a �iffi�ult tim�,

�ut this is a n���ssary tim� to install �nough �issatisfa�tion

within th� s�lf to �n�ourag� on� to fight, an� th� g�t up an� go

n����� to mak� �hang�s for th� ��tt�r . Loss .

ON MATTERS OF lov� giv�n ; �r�ativity of s�lfhoo� ; th� �r�ativ�

will ; �hil�r�n ; �nt�rtainm�nt ; r��r�ation ; sp��ulation ; sports ;

th� arts ; gam�ling ; fulfilling pot�ntiality :

Lov� is giv�n in su�h �x��ss that it ���om�s �ominating an�

ov�r��aring . R�j��tion is f�lt ���aus� oth�rs �annot r�turn lov�

in su�h v�lo�ity . This �x��ssiv�n�ss turns stal� v�ry qui�kly

l�aving �issatisfa�tion in r�lationships, making a r�lationship

short liv�� . This is a position of ��gra�ation for th� 5 of Cups

as �v�rything is �on� in �x��ss .

	

A p�rson �an gam�l� his lif�

away un��r this influ�n�� taking on�s�lf to th� gutt�rs .

	

0

anoth�r si�� of th� �oin th� 5 of Cups r�pr�s�nts �or��om an�

loss of �njoym�nt in th� normal form of �nt�rtainm�nt whi�h l�a�s

to �ith�r a . mor� r�fin�� lif�styl� or to mor� �xoti� forms of

�nt�rtainm�nt .

	

Pl�asur� a�mitt�� in un�u� ��gr�� �nslav�s th�

Will, nor l�av�s ju�g�m�nt fr�� . Turning Point .

ON MATTERS OF si�kn�ss g�n�rally �u� to work pro�l�ms) ;

�mploym�nt : �mploy��s ; r�lationships within th�

�onfli�ts ; s�rvi��; on�s s�ns� of s�rvi�� ; th� a�quiring

skills ; psy�hology :

work �nvironm�nt ;

Boun�

	

s�rv� th� n���s of oth�rs with r�war� only in



1

I

l�aving nothing to hol� r�lationships

a�out work it shows a possi�l� loss of position, for a �usin�ss it

shows a loss in r�v�nu� . This is not .a fortunat� position for

th� 5 of Cups, l�aving littl� to �� hop�� for . Psy�hologi�ally

on� �an tak� on th� ��f�at�st attitu�� whi�h �o�s littl� for th�

futur� . In a��ition to this v�ry littl� �n�rgy is l�ft to mak� a

n�w start . Iln�ss is v�ry lik�ly whi�h �v�n mor� hin��rs any

progr�ss . a�option of s�lf-��nt�r��n�ss �volv�s, or has

�volv�� wh�n th� 5 of Cups turns up h�r� . Loss in Prosp�rity .

ON MATTERS OF marriag� an� �ivor�� ; �ontra�ts ; th� oth�r party ;

�omp�titors, a�v�rsari�s, an� known �n�mi�s ; partn�rships ; pu�li�

r�lationships ; so�ial int�ra�tion ; th� law of �omp�nsation ;

is la�king ; th� workings of karma :
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r�m�m�ran�� .

	

In

	

work r�lationships th�r� is a loss

	

of

fri�n�ship .

	

Th� �ss�n�� n����� for �oop�ration has ���n lost

tog�th�r .

	

If qu�rying

what

Un��r th� a�ov� matt�rs th� 5 of Cups ��pi�ts that th�r� is

v�ry litl� lif�, will, or �n�rgy l�ft to �ontinu� what s��m�� to

�� a goa� situation. Som�thing outw�ighs th� situation for�ing

you away from th� ��ntral pivot . With nothing to hol� th� ��ntr�

tog�th�r �v�rything app�ars to fall apart .

	

This happ�ns mor� on

th� �motional l�v�l than any oth�r l�v�l .

	

A f��ling of an �mpty

pit is l�ft from th� a�ov� matt�rs .

	

Th� workings of Karma t�a�h

th� mast�ry of alon�n�ss ; �nthusiasm an� �motional an� physi�al

�riv� is la�king .

	

A gr�at ��al must �� �xp�ri�n��� ��for� you

s�� a�ov� th� �lou�s . P�opl� hav� a vampirifi� aff��t on you .

Draining .



t
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ON MATTERS OF ��ath an� r��irth ; a��i��nts ; �ff��ts of oth�rs ;

�rim� an� r�tri�ution ; l�ga�i�s ; wills ; oth�rs �stat�s an�

finan��s ; joint r�sour��s ; moo�s ; s�x ; spiritualism ; r�juv�na-

tion ; mysti�ism ; transformation ; psy�hoth�rapy :

Emotional int�nsity �riv�n �y strong ��sir�s pr��ominat�s in

this position until th�r� is nothing mor� to giv� �ith�r to

�usin�ss, partn�rships or r�lationships . S�x ���om�s an a�t

without f��ling or for s�lf-gratifi�ation, finan��s p�t�r out,

inh�ritan��s ���om� �rain�� if any �om� your way at all, in any

�v�nt th�r� will �� �onfli�t with l�ga�i�s, tax�s �t� . A ��ath

�annot �� mourn�� as th�r� is nothing l�ft to giv� ; joint

finan��s ���om� matt�rs of �ont�ntion . On th� �sot�ri� si�� th�

5 of Cups r�pr�s�nts s�xual magi� in its most �asi� s�lf-

gratifi�� form, whi�h only r�sults in �lo�kag�s of th� aura

�ausing sph�r�s of stagnation an� futur� �is�as� . On a mor�

positiv� si�� if w�ll asp��t��, it r�pr�s�nts psy�hi� pow�rs .

This �ar� also shows �riminal t�n��n�i�s an� a viol�nt, su���n

��ath . Emptin�ss .

ON MATTERS OF r�ligion ; m�taphysi�s ; philosophy ; high�r stu�y an�

��u�ation ; l�gal syst�ms ; morals ; institutions of l�arning ; long

�istan�� trav�l ; �xploration ; pu�li� �ommuni�ations ; th�

�oll��tiv� min� :

Con��rning ��u�ation an� stu�y th� 5 of Cups shows som�on�

going through th� motions of l�arning �ut in �ss�n�� not l�arning
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at all . Th� min� just �o�sn t tak� any mor� or giv� any mor� .

Trav�l is ��finit�ly not on, an� if on� ignor�s th� a�vi�� not to

trav�l, a��i��nts or a loss may o��ur . Con��rning r�ligion, th�

path you ar� s��king �o�s not hav� what you n��� - look �ls�-

wh�r� . Communi�ations with th� pu�li� - ar� �lo�k�� in on� •way or

anoth�r r�sulting in no �onta�t . Th�r� is an ov�rall sup�rfi�ia-

lity with th� 5 of Cups in this position . Sup�rfi�iality

ON MATTERS OF pu�li� honour ; status ; am�itions an� goals r�a�h�� ;

a�hi�v�m�nts ; prof�ssion ; th� oth�r par�nt ; �aus�s for �isgra�� ;

r��ognition ; i��ntity :

To trav�l a straight �ours� through lif� you must l�arn an�

�x�r�is� s�lf �ontrol maintaining a vigilan�� on �is�rimination

of what is right an� wrong . B� awar� of your ��stru�tiv� t�n��n-

�i�s an� pr�v�nt th�m from hin��ring your ��v�lopm�nt . Th�

imp�rsonal approa�h may pav� a path �ut it mak�s no fri�n�s ;

�on t �� afrai� to show a littl� �ompassion at tim�s . not

work su�h long hours as tir��n�ss grows into stal�n�ss an� on�

�ay you will wak� up won��ring what its all for, if you �o not

alr�a�y f��l that way . Th�r� is a t�n��n�y to un��rmin� su���ss

an� happin�ss . Th� 5 of Cups in this position also r�pr�s�nts

malpra�ti�� . Th� K�y wor� is Malpra�ti��

ON MATTERS OF fri�n�s ; in�om� ; so�ial allian��s ; l�gislation ;

on�s attitu�� ; group a�tiviti�s ; gov�rnm�nt, �ouns�llors ; lov�

r���iv�� ; spiritual an� int�ll��tual aspirations ; i��als ; fulfil-

m�nt ; what you yi�l� an� how you ��n�fit oth�rs :



I Th� pow�rs of �volution an� transformation ar� gr�atly in

��man� in this position, whi�h apply pr�ssur� from th� un�on-

s�ious, �ut ar� h�l� �a�k �y th� �ons�ious as it �o�sn t want

�hang� . Th�n, in tim� on� will r�a�h a stat� of m�ntal an�

�motional �xhaustion .

	

Th� 5 of Cups shows litl� to no �ontri�u-

1

	

tion to oth�rs along with a r�j��tion of r�sponsi�ility .

	

Th�r�

ar� a gr�at many pro�l�ms unr�solv�� whi�h w�igh h�avi�r an�

h�avi�r ov�r tim� . Ev�ntually som�thing has to giv� way, for�ing

�ith�r a fight to ov�r�om� o�sta�l�s, or �ompl�t� ��gra�ation .
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Th� 5 Cups in this position shows th� misfiring of

plans, goals uno�tain�� an� propos�� gath�rings �an��ll�� .

Prof�ssionally, sa�rifi��s ar� willingly ma�� to s�rv� futur�

int�r�sts . R�ass�ssm�nt an� r�stru�turing of �on��rns un��r th�

a�ov� matt�rs is in�i�at�� . An air of m�lan�holy is spr�a� in

group a�tiviti�s l�aving a tast� of �isapointm�nt . Th�s� groups

�v�ntually �isp�rs� . Th� of Cups is not favoura�l� for

starting up n�w a�tiviti�s as som�thing or som�on� always falls

short of �xp��tation to pull th� task through . Th�r� ar�

un�ou�t��ly �isput�s . Th� K�y wor� for th� 5 of Cups in this

position is R�ass�ss .

ON MATTERS OF r�sponsi�ility an� �ontri�ution oth�rs ;

humanisti� �on��rns ; karmi� ���ts ; unr�solv�� pro�l�ms ; hi���n

r�sour��s ; th� un�ons�ious ; sorrow ; h�alth affli�tions ; s��r�t

�n�mi�s ; hospitals ; s��r�t so�i�ti�s ; s�lf un�oing ; total

i��ntifi�ation :
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H�althwis� it r�pr�s�nts ha�morrhoi�s, v�n�ral ul��rs, urinary

pro�l�ms, ovaritis, ur�thritis, lymphati� o�stru�tions . Th� k�y

wor� is Exhaustion .

5- oo± -CU2s

---00000---

Lor� of Loss of Pl�asur�

First Stag� Su�limation - mak� �o�y spiritual)

In 1st position :

	

Distraught

In 2n� position :

	

D�spair

In ?r� position :

	

S�nsitivity

In 4th position :

	

Loss

In 5th position :

	

Turning Point

In 6th position :

	

Loss of Prosp�rity

In 7th position :

	

Draining

In 8th position :

	

Emptin�ss

In * 9th position :

	

Sup�rfi�iality

In 10th position :

	

Malpra�ti��

In 11th position :

	

R�ass�ssm�nt

In 12th position :

	

Exhaustion

---00000--

MEDITATION ON THE FIVE OF CUPS :

L�t th� Stu��nt first stu�y th� ov�rall pi�tur� of th� �ar�, th�n

stu�y �a�h ��tail . Stu�y th� �olours .

Now l�t th� Stu��nt look at th� �ar� an� f��l its vi�rations .

Writ� �own your ov�rall impr�ssion .

---00000---
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Now paint this �ar� with th� a�ov� ��s�ri��� �olours .

	

An

outlin�� �rawing is suppli�� with this l�sson .

---00000--


