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PREFACE.

THE popularity of the First Edition of Tee History or FREE
MasoNRrY, published in 1804, bas induced the issue of this—nominally
a Second Edition, though in reality an entirely New Work.

The Works on this subject which have already been given to the
Public are of such a meagre nature as to deter even the most inquisitive
from their perusal, and their authors have discredited an Association
which they designed to honour, by referring its origin to the creation
of the world, and ranking among its Members the most celebrated
Monarchs of the East, without any authority from authentic History.
It is the object, therefore, of the following Work, to divest the history
of Free Masonry of that jargon and mystery in which it has hitherto
been enveloped, and substitute a historical, and consequently a reliable,
account of the nature, origin, and progress of this ancient and venerable
Institution.

The difficulties which attend such an undertaking can be obvious to
those only who are in some measure acquainted with the subject.
From the very constitution of the Order its origin must be involved
in obscurity ; the materials for its history must be scanty in the
extreme ; and those which can be procured are not in themselves
of such an interesting nature as to excite general attention. The
history of an Association, however, which has existed from the
remotest antiquity—which has extended to every corner of the globe,
sad embraced men of every rank, of every religion, and of every
form of government—cannot fail to be interesting to those who
are accustomed to discover new features of the mind in every human
Institution ; —an Institution formed for the purpose of scientific im-
provement and the exercise of mutual benevolence ; patronising and

executing those magnificent structures which at one time have con-
: A
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tributed to the utility and ornament of Nations, and at another
to the wonder and admiration of succeeding ages;— an Institution
sometimes persecated from the jealousy of power; frequently
alarmed by the threats of superstition ; often attacked, but never
overthrown.

Part I coutains an investigation into the origin of Free Masonry, and
records its gradual development, progress, and subsequent universal
diffusion from that period to the present day. This portion of the
Work, whilst preserving the spirit of the Original Edition, has been
entirely remodelled, the Notes carefully verified, and numerous addi-
tions made thereto. An interesting Chapter on the Knight Templars,
and Knights of St John of Jerusalem, in Scotland, has also been added
to this section, in which will be found some interesting facts hitherto
unnoticed in any former History of these Orders.

Part II is exclusively devoted to the History of Scottish Masonry
from the institution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1736 to the
present year. This has been carefully compiled from the Records of
the Grand Lodge, and contains much important information, equally
interesting to the Public in general as well as to the Brethren, as these
Records, though frequently solicited, have never been granted to any one
who has hitherto written upon the subject. Besides a Chapter on Mark
Masonry, with a Sketch of the Ark Mariner and Royal Arch Degroes,
there has been added to this Part—as bearing upon and illustrative of
the Grand Lodge Records—Notes on the Lodges holding of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, arranged under Provinces, giving their dates of
Charter and Colour of Clothing, with their past and present Provincial
Grand Masters.

The Illustrations consist of the Jewels of the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land and the Grand Officers thereof ; a Portrait of St Clair of Rosslyn,
Hereditary Grand Master Mason ; a variety of Masonic Marks (illus-
trative of the History of Mark Masoory) as found in Herculaneum ; in
India ; the Abbeys of Kilwinning, Dryburgh, Melrose, and Aber-
brothock ; the Palace of Holyrood ; the Cathedral of Dunkeld ; the
Collegiate Church of Rosslyn ; as well as in the Minute-Books of the
Lodge of Ediuburgh Mary’s Chapel ; the Lodges Journeymen, Edin-
burgh ; Aitchison’s Haven ; and St Ninian, Brechin, &e., &c.
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The Appendix contains a series of useful and interesting Papers,
several of which are now published for the first time. Also an Alpha-
betical Table of all the Grand Officers who have been appointed since
the institution of the Grand Lodge, exhibiting, in a succinct but com-
prehensive manner, their date of Election and period of Office, accom-
panied by occasional Biographical Notes.

As a Work of this nature would be properly deemed incomplete with-
out a copious Index, this, and an Analytical Table of Contents, have
been prepared to facilitate reference.

In conclusion, I bhave to offer my warmest thanks to Brother the
Chevalier Burnes, K.H., for his valuable and elaborate Chapter on the
Knight Templars and Knight Hospitallers ; also to Brotlier ANDREW
Kerr, F.S.A.S., Past Master of Lodge No. 8, for his learned contribu-
tion on Mark Masonry, &c. ; and to Brother WiLLiam Ross, also of
Lodge No. 8, for the great zeal and perseverance evinced by himin the
arrangement and progress of this Work.

‘WM, A. LAURIE.
Epissuran, June 24, 1859,
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

Quarterly Communication, 2d May 1859.—A Memorial from the
Brethren of the Lodge Elgin, Montreal, praying the Grand Lodge to
sanction their holding Masonic intercourse with the new Grand Lodge of
Canada, which was now acknowledged by both the Grand Lodges of
England and Ireland, was laid on the table,—and the Grand Lodge having
fully considered the statements contained in said Memorial, unanimously
resolved to authorise the Lodge Elgin, and the other Daaghter Lodges
in Canada, to hold the desired intercourse with the new Grand Lodge
of that country. The Grand Lodge farther resolved to acknowledge
the Grand Lodge of Canada as a duly constituted and authorised Sister

Grand Lodge.

[ TRe following alterations in the arrangement of the Appendices were found, when the
sheets were passing through the Press, to be more conducive to the utility of the Work
than that at first contemplated. The corrections upon the Lodges are necessitated by
those which were among LODGES FORMERLY EXISTING when the sheets were printed, hav--
tng since been reponed on payment of their Arrears; and as these are brought down
to the present date, (Summer St John's Day, 1859,) the Brethren have thus the latest
and the most accurate information upon this Read that the nature of the subject will
admit of.]

P. 58, For Appendix v1, read Appendix 11

— 53, For Chapter v, (in Note,) read Chapter vI.

— 100, For Chapter x1v, read Appendix xx1v.

— 126, For 1816 (in Note,) read 27th December 1813.

— 163, For Appendix 1v, read Appendix xvI.

— 259, Delete Appendix xxiv, the information there referred to being
given in the body of the Work.

— 290, For Appendix xxu11, read Appendix XIx.

— 321, In the list of Lodges, place as No. 169, “ Thistle and Rose,
Stevenston ; ” and, consequently, for one hundred and thirty-one
Lodges, on 2d line of p. 335, read one hundred and thirty-two,



XXXV ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

P. 362, To the Lodges in the Edinburgh or Metropolitan District add
“ No. 392, Caledonian, Edinburgh.”

— 366, Delete from among Lodges formerly existing “ Maybole,” “ St
Thomas, Muirkirk,” and “ St Clement, Riccarton,” and place
the same among the existing Lodges in Ayrshire Province,
p- 365.

— 367, Delete from among Lodges formerly existing “ St John, Blair-
gowrie, Coupar-Angus,” and place the same among the exist-
ing Lodges on same page.

— 380, Delete from among Lodges formerly existing “ Tay Union,
Ferry-Port-on-Craig,” and place among the existing Lodges
in Fifeshire Province. By sanction of the Grand Lodge, and
with the concurrence of the Provincial Grand Master, its place
of meeting was transferred to Newport at the Quarterly
Communication on 2d May 1859.

— 383, Delete from among Lodges formerly existing 8t John, Jed-
burgh,” and place among the existing Lodges in Berwick and
Roxburgh Province.

~— 392, Delete from among Lodges formerly existing “St Winnock,
Garthland,” and place among the existing Lodges in Renfrew
(East) Province, on same page.

— 407, Brother Robert Campbell, Provincial Grand Master and Colouial
Treasurer of New South Wales, died on 30th March last.
His Funeral—a Public one—was attended by nearly 1,000 of
the Brethren ;—Brother J. Macfarlane, the Provincial Grand
Secretary, acting as Provincial Grand Master.
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THE

HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

CHAPTER 1.

SEPARATION OF PROFESSIONS — SUPERIORITY OF ARCHITECTURE —
DESCRIPTIVE OUTLINE OF FREE MASONRY—OPINIONS RESPECTING ITS
ORIGIN—OBJECTIONS THERETO ANSWERED,

‘WHEN men are in a state of barbarity, and are scattered over the
surface of a Country in small and independent tribes, their wants are as
small in magnitude as they are few in number. It is in the power
therefore of every individual to perform for himself and his family every
work of labour which necessity or comfort requires ; and while at one
time he equips himself for the chase or the combat, at another he is
rearing a habitation for his offspring, or hollowing his canoe to surmount
the dangers of the sea. But as soon as these tribes associate together
for the purposes of mutual protection and comfort, civilization advances
apace ; and, in the same proportion, the wants and desires of the com-
munity increase. In order to gratify these, the ingenuity of individuals
is called forth; and those who, from inability or indolence, cannot
satisfy their own wants, will immediately resort to the superior skill
of their neighbours. Those members of the community who can execute
their work with the greatest elegance and celerity will be most
frequently employed ; and from this circumstance, combined with the
principle of emaulation, and other causes, that distinction of professions
will arise which is found only among Nations considerably advanced
in civilization and refinement.

One of the first objects of man in a rude state is to screen himself
and his family from the heat of the tropical sun, from the inclemency

1
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of the polar regions, or from the sudden changes of more temperate
climates. If he has arrived at such a degree of improvement as to
live under the dominion of a superior, and under the influence of
religious belief, the palace of his king aud the temple of his gods will
be reared in the most magnificent style which his skill can devise and
his industry accomplish, and decked with those false ornaments which
naturally catch the eyo of unpolished men. Irom that principle which
impels the lower orders to imitate the magnificence and splendour of
their superiors, a foundation will be laid for improvement in the art of
building ; and it is extremely probable, fromn the circumstances which
have been mentioned, as well as from others which the slightest reflection
will suggest, that architecture will be the first profession to which men
will exclusively devote their attention, and for which they will be trained
by an established course of preparatory education.

Nor is it from this ground only that masonry derives its superiority
as a separate profession. While many other arts administer to our luxury
and pride, and gratify only those temporary wants and unnatural desires
which refinement has rendered necessary, the art of building can lay
claim to a higher object. The undertakings of the architect not only
furnish us with elegant and comfortable accommodation from the incle-
mency of the seasons, from the rapacity of wild beasts, and the no
less dangerous hostility of man, but they contribute also to the ornament
and glory of Nations, and it is to them that we are indebted for those
fortresses of strength which defend us from the inroads of surrounding
enemies” Nor can the works of the architect be ranked among those
objects which merely furnish amusement and accommodation for a few
years, or at most during the short term of human life ; they descend un-
impaired from generation to generation; they acquire additional grandeur
and valuo from an increase of age; and are the only specimens of
human labour which in some measure survive the revolutions of king-
doms and the waste of time. The splendid remains of Egyptian,
Grecian, and Roman architecture, which in every age have attracted
the attention of the learned and excited the astonishment of the vulgar,
are standing monuments of his ingenuity and power; and in ages yet
to come they will reflect a dignity on the art of building to which no
other profession can arrogate the slightest claim.

But there is still another consideration which entitles architecture
to a decided pre-eminence among the other arts. It is itself the parent
of many separate professions, and requires a combination of talents
and an extent of knowledge for which other professions have not the
smallest occasion. An acquaintance with the sciences of geometry and
mechanical philosophy, with the arts of sculpture and design, and other
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abstruse and elegant branches of knowledge, are indispensable requisites
in the education of an architect, and raise his art to a vast height above
those professions which practice alone can render fawiliar, and which
consist in the mere exertion of muscular force. It appears then, from
these considerations, that there is some foundation in the very nature of
architecture for those extraordinary privileges to which Masons Lave
always laid claim, and which they have almost always possessed—
privileges which no other artists could have confidence to ask, or
liberty to enjoy; and there appears to be some foundation for that
ancient and respectable order of FREE Masons, whose origin we are now
to investigate, and whose progress we are about to detail.

But, that we may be enabled to discover Free Masonry under those
various forms which it has assumed in different countries and at different
times befure it received the name which it now bears, it will be neces-
sary to give a short description of the nature of this institution, without
developing those mysteries or revealing those ceremonial observances
‘which are known only to the Brethren of the Order.

Free MAsoNRY is an ancient and respectable institution, embracing
individuals of every nation, of every religion, and of every condition in
life. Wealth, power, and talents, are not necessary to the person of &
Free Mason. An unblemished character and a virtuous conduct are the
only qualifications which are requisite for admission into the Order.
In order to coufirm this institution, and attain the ends for which
it was originally formed, every candidate must come under a solemn
engagement never to divulge the mysteries and ceremonies of the
Order, nor commaunicate to the uninitiated those important precepts
with which he may be intrusted, and those proceedings and plans in
which the Fraternity may be engaged. After he has undergone the
necessary ceremonies, and received the usual instructions, appropriate
words and significant signs are imparted to him, that he may be enabled
to distinguish his Brethiren of the Order from the uninitiated publie,
and convince others that he is entitled to the privileges of a Brother
should be be visited by distress or want in a distant land. If the newly
admitted member should be found qualified for a higher degree, he is
promoted after due intervals of probation, till he has reccived that
Masonic knowledge which enables him to hold the highest offices of
trost to which the Fraternity can raise its members. In all ages it has
been the object of Free Masonry not only to inform the minds of its
members by instructing them in the sciences and useful arts, but to
better their hearts by enforcing the precepts of religion and morality.
In the course of the ceremonies of initiation, brotherly love, loyalty,
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and other virtues are inculcated in hieroglyphic symbols; and the
candidate is often reminded that there is an eye above which observeth
the workings of his heart, and is ever fixed upon the thoughts and
the actions of men. At regular and appointed seasons convivial meet-
ings of the Fraternity are held, where temperance, harmony, and joy,
characterise these mixed assemblies. All distinctions of rank seem to
be laid aside, all differences in religious and political sentiments are
forgotten, and those petty quarrels which disturb the quiet of private
life cease to agitate the mind ; every one strives to give happiness to his
brother ; and men seem to recollect for once that they are sprung from
the same origin, that they are possessed of the same nature, and are
destined for the same end.

Such are the general features of an institution which has of late pro-
duced so great a division in the sentiments of the learned respecting its
origin and tendency. While a certain class of men,! a little over-
anxious for the dignmity of their Order, have represented it as coeval
with the world ; others, influenced by an opposite motive, have main-
tained it to be the invention of English Jesuits, to promote the views of
that intriguing and dangerous association.? Some philosophers, among
whom we may reckon the celebrated Chevalier Ramsay, have laboured
to prove that Free Masonry arose during the Crusades ; that it was a
secondary order of chivalry; that its forms originated from that warlike
institution, and were adapted to the peaceful habits of scientific men.?
Mr Clinch* has attempted, with considerable ingenuity and learning, to
deduce its origin from the institution of Pythagoras. M. Barruel® sup-
poses that it is a continuation of the Templars; while others, with a
degreo of audacity and malice rarely to be found in the character of
ingenuous men, have imputed the origin of Free Masonry to secret asso-
ciations adverse to the interests of true government, and pursuing the
villanous and chimerical project of levelling the distinctions of society,
and freeing the human mind from the sacred obligations of morality
and religion.

Without adopting any of these untenable opinions, or attempting to
discover the precise period when Free Masonry arose, it may be sufficient
to show that it can justly lay claim to an early origin, and that it has

1 Anderson’s History and Constitution of Free Masonry, p. 1. Desagulier’s
Constitutions, p. 1. Smith’s Use and Abuse of Free Masonry, p. 27. Preston’s
Illustrations of Masonry, sec. 3, p. 6.

? Manuscript of Bode of Germany, in the possession of M. Mounier.

3 Leyden’s Preliminary Dissertation to the Complaynt of Scotland, pp. 67, 71.

¢ Anthologia Hibernica for January, March, April, and June, 1794.

8 Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. 11, pp. 377, 378, &c.
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existed from that period to the present day, under different forms and
different appellations.' In the execution of this task the candid in-
quirer will be satisfied with strong and numerous resemblances, as the
nature of the subject excludes the possibility of rigid demonstration.
Every human institution is subject to great and numerous variations ;
the different aspects under which they appear, and the principles by
which they are regulated, depend upon the progress of civilization, upon
the nature of the government by which they are protected, and on.the
peculiar opinions and babits of their members. If, therefore, in com-
paring Free Masonry with other ancient associations, we should find it
coincide with them in every circumstance, there would be strong reasons
for suspecting that the imagination of the writer had counterfeited
resemblances when destitute of authentic information, or that the
Order had adopted the rites and ceremonies of antiquity to cloak the
recency of their origin, and command the veneration and excite the
notice of the public. Against Free Masonry, however, this charge can-
not be preferred. We shall have occasion to consider it when connected
with the idolatry of the Heathens; when devoted to the Church of
Rome; and when flourishing under the milder influence of the Reformed
Religion.

As men in the early ages of society were destitute of those methods
of diffusing knowledge which we now enjoy, and even of those which
were used in Greece and Rome when the art of printing was unknown,
the few discoveries in art and science which were then made must have
been confined to a small number of individuals. In these ages the

1 M. Mounier observes, that if the Order of Free Masons existed among the
Ancients it would have been mentioned by contemporary authors. This
argument, however, for the recency of their origin, is far from being conclusive.
A secret association, unconneoted with National affairs, would seldom come
under the consideration of contemporary writers, who could only tell their
readers that such an association existed. They who believe that the Eleusinian
mysteries were those of Free Masonry under a different appellation will deny
the premises from which Mounier’s conclusion is drawn. These mysteries
existed in the eighth century of the Christian era, and have been mentioned
by contemporary authors on account of their connection with the history of
the times and the religion of their country. From the eighth century to the
revival of learning in Europe, Free Masonry must have been in a very languish-
ing condition, and could not engage the attention of writers when but few
Lodges, and still fewer authors existed. The minds of men were then bent upon
less noble pursuits. Science and common sense were nowhere to be found ; and
those amiable propensities of the heart ,upon which Free Masonry is founded,
were smothered under that debasing superstition which characterised those
ages of ignorance and iniquity.
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pursuit of science must have been a secondary consideration, and those
who did venture to explore the untrodden regions of knowledge would
overlook those unsubstantial speculations which gratify the curiosity of
philosophic men, and would fix their attention on those only which
terminate in pubiic utility and administer to the necessities of life. As
architecture could only be preceded by agriculture itself, it must have
been in this science that the first efforts of human skill were tried, and
in which man must have first experienced success in extending his
dominion over the works of nature. The first architects, therefore,
would be philosophers. They alone required the assistance of art, and
they alone would endeavour to obtain it. The information which was
acquired individually, would be imparted to others of the same profession ;
an association would be formed for the mutual communication of know-
ledge, and the mutual improvement of its members. In order to pre-
serve among themselves that information which they alone collected ;
in order to incite amongst others a higher degree of respect for their
profession, and prevent the intrusion of those who were ignorant of
architecture, and consequently could not promote the object of the
institution, appropriate words and signs would be communicated to its
members ; significant ceremonies would be performed at their initiation,
that their engagement to secrecy might be impressed upon their minds,
and greater regard excited for the information they were to receive.
Nor is this mere speculation ; there exist at this day, in the deserts of
Egypt, such architectural monuments as must have been reared in
those early ages which precede the records of authentic history ; and
the erection of those stupendous fabrics must have required an acquaint-
ance with the mechanical arts which is not in the possession of modefn
architects. It is an undoubted fact also, that there existed in these
days a particular association of men to whom scientific knowledge was
confined, and who resembled the Society of Free Masons in every thing
but the name.

In Egypt, and those countries of Asia which lie contiguous to that
favoured kingdom, the arts and sciences were cultivated with success
while other Nations were involved in ignorance : It is here, therefore,
that Free Masonry would flourish, and here only can we discover marks
of its existence in the remotest ages. It is extremely probable that the
first, and the only object of the Society of Masons was the mutual com-
munication of knowledge connected with their profession ; and that
those only would gain admittance into their Order whose labours were
subsidiary to those of the architect. But when the ambition or vanity
of the Egyptian priests prompted them to erect huge and expensive
fabries for celebrating the worship of their gods or perpetuating the
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memory of their kings, they would naturally desire to participate in
that scientific knowledge which was possessed by the architects they
employed ; and as the sacerdotal order seldom fail among a superstitious
people to gain the objects of their ambition, they would in this case suc-
ceed in their attempts, and be initiated into the mysteries, as well as
instructed in the science of Free Masons. These remarks will not only
assist us in discovering the source from which the Egyptian priests
derived that knowledge for which they have been so highly celebrated ;
they will aid us also in accounting for those changes which were super-
induced on the forms of Free Masonry, and for the admiss.on -of men
into the Order whose professions had no connection with the royal art.

When the Egyptian priests had in this manner procured adinission
into the Fraternity, they connected the mythology of their country
and their metaphysical speculations concerning the nature of God
and the condition of man with an association formed for the exclu-
sive purpose of scientific improvement, and produced that combination
of science and theology which, in after ages, formed such a conspicuous
part of the priociples of Free Masonry.

The kunowledge of the Egyptians was carefully concealed from the
vulgar; and when the priests did condescend to communicate it to the
learned men of other Nations, it was conferred in symbols and hierogly-
phics, accompanied with particular rites and ceremonies, marking the
value of the gift they bestowed. \What those ceremonies were which
were performed at initiation into the Egyptian mysteries, we are unable
at this distance of time to determine. But as the Eleusinian and other
mysteries had their origin in Egypt, we may be able perhaps to dis-
cover the qualities of the fountain by examining the nature of the
stream.

The immense population of Egypt, conjoined with other causes, occa-
sioned frequent emigrations from that enlightencd country. In this
manner it became the centre of civilization, and introduced into the most
distant and savage climes the sublime mysteries of its religion, and those
important discoveries and useful inventions which originated in the
ingenuity of its inhabitants. The first colony of the Egyptians that
arrived in Greece was conducted by Inachus, about nineteen hundred
and seventy years before the Christian era ; and about three centuries
afterwards he was followed by Cecrops, Cadmus, and Danaus.? The
savage inbabitants of Greece beheld with astonishment the magical tricks
of the Egyptiavs, and regarded as gods those skilful adveuturers who

! Voyage de Jeune Anacharsis en Grece, tom. 1, p. 2. Cecrops arrived in
Attica in 1857, B.c. Cadmus came from Pheenicia to Beotia in 1594, B. 0., and
Danaus to Argolis in 1556, B. c.
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commuuicated to them the arts and sciences of their native land. In
this manner were sown those seeds of improvement which in faoture
ages exalted Greece to such pre-eminence among the Nations. After
these colonies had obtained a secure settlement in their new territories,
and were freed from those uneasy apprehensions which generally trouble
the invaders of a foreign land, they instituted, after the manner of their
ancestors, particular festivals or mysteries in honour of those who had
benefited their country by arts or arms. In the reign of Ericthonius,
about fifteen hundred years before the commencement of our era, the
Eleasinian mysteries were instituted in honour of Ceres, whe, having
come to Greece in quest of her daughter, resided with Triptolemus at
Elensis, and instructed him in the knowledge of agriculture, and in
the still more important knowledge of a future state.?

About the same time the Panathenea were instituted in honour of
Minerva, and the Dionysian mysteries in honour of Bacchus, who inveant-
ed theatres, and instructed the Greeks in many useful arts, but particu-
larly in the culture of the vine.” That the Eleusinian and Dionysian
mysteries were intimately connected with the progress of the arts and
sciences is manifest from the very end for which they were formed ; and
that they were modelled upon the mysteries of Idis and Osiris, celebrated
in Egypt, is probable from the similarity of their origin, as well as from
the consent of ancient authors.® If there be any plausibility in our
former reasoning concerning the origin of knowledge in Egypt, it will
follow that the Dionysia and the mysteries of Eleusis were societies of
Free Masons, formed for scientific improvement, though tinctured with
the doctrines of the Egyptian mythology.

But it is not from conjecture only that this conclusion may be drawn.
The striking similarity among the external forms of these secret associ-
ations, and the still more striking similarity of the objects they had in
view, are strong proofs that they were only different streams issuing

1 Bochart’s Geographia Sacra, lib. 1, cap. xx. Herodotus, lib. 1, cap.
lviii. Robertson’s History of Ancient Greece, book 1, pp. 58, 59. Isocrates
Paneg., tom. 1, p. 132.

* Polydor. Virg. de Rerum Invent., lib. 111, cap. xiii. Bacchus or Dionysius
came into Greece during the reign of Amphictyon, who flourished about
1497, B. ¢. ; Robertson’s Greece, book 1, p. 58.

3 Enadsum natura parens tuis Luci admota precibus samma numinum,—cujus
numen unicum, multiformi specie, rita vario, totus veneratur orbis. Me primo-
genii Phryges Pessinunticam nominant deum matrem ; hinc Autochtones Attici
Cecropiam Minervam (alluding to the Panathenea) ; illinc Cretes Dictynnam
Dianam, &c., Eleusinii vetustam Deam Cererem ; priscagne doctrina pollentes
Lgyptii, ceremoniis me prorsus propriis percolentes, appellant vero nomine
reginam Isidem. Lucii Apuleii Metamorph., lib. x1.
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—

from a common source. Those who were initiated into the Eleusinian
mysteries were bound by the most awful engagements to conceal the
instructions they received and the ceremonies that were performed.?
None were admitted as candidates till they arrived at a certain age,
and particular persons were appointed to examine and prepare them for
the rites of initiation. Those whose conduct was found irregular, or who
had been guilty of atrocious crimes, were rejected as unworthy of ini-
tiation, while the successful candidates were instructed by significant
symbols in the principles of religion ; exhorted to quell every turbu-
lent appetite and passion; and to merit, by the improvement of their
minds and the purity of their hearts, those ineffable benefits which
they were still to receive. Significant words were communicated to the
members ; Grand officers presided over their assemblies ; their emblems
were exactly similar to those of Free Masonry; and the candidate
advanced from one degree to_another till he received all the lessons of
wisdom and of virtue which the priests could impart.2 But besides
these circamstances of resemblance, there are two facts transmitted to
us by ancient anthors which have an astonishing similarity to the cere-
monies of the third degree of Free Masonry. So striking is the resem-
blance, that every Brother of the Order who is acquainted with them
cannot question for a moment the opinion which we have been attempt-
ing to support.®

Having thus mentioned some features of resemblance between the
mysteries of Eleusis and those of Free Masonry, let us now attend to
the sentiments of contemporaries respecting these secret associations,
and we shall find that they have been treated both with illiberality
and insolence. That some men, who, from self-sufficiency or unsocial
disposition have refused to be admitted into these Orders, should detract
from the character of an association which claims to enlighten the
learned and expand the affections of narrow and contracted minds, is by
no means a matter of surprise ; and it is equally consistent with human
natare that those whose irregular conduct had excluded them from initia-
tion shonld calumniate an Order whose blessings they were not allowed

1 Andoc. de Myst., p. 7. Meursius in Eleus. Myst., cap. xx. This latter
author has collected all the passages in ancient writers about the Eleusinian
mysteries.

3 Hesychius in TYer. Clemens. Alexand. 8trom., lib. 1, p. 325, Iib. vii, p. 845.
Arrian in Epictet., lib. 111, cap. xxi, p. 440. Euseb. Prepar. Evangel, lib.
11, cap. xii, p. 117. Petav. ad. Themist., p. 414. Anacharsis, tom. I,
p- 582.

3 The Brethren may consult for this purpose the article Elcusinia, in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica ; also Robertson’s Greece, book 1, p. 127.
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to participate, and whose honours they were prohibited to share. Men
of this description represented the celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries
as scenes of riot and debauchery, and reproached the members of the
association that they were not more virtuous and more holy than them-
selves.! But it ia the opinion of contemporary writers that these
charges were wholly gratuitous, and originated in the silence of the
initiated and the ignorance of the vulgar. They even maintain that
the mysteries of Eleusis produced sanctity of manmers, attention to
the social duties, and a desire to be as distinguished by virtue as
by silence®. The illustrious Socrates could never be prevailed upon
to partake of these mysteries ; and Diogenes having received a similar
solicitation, replied that Patsecion, a notorious robber, obtained initia-
tion; and that Epaminondas and Agesilaus never desired it.” But did
not these men know that in all human societies the virtuous and the
noble must sometimes associate with the worthless and the mean? Did
they not know that there often kneel in the same temple the righteous
and the profane; and that the saint and the sinner frequently officiate
at the same altar? Thas did the philosophers of antiquity calumniate
and despise the mysteries of Eleusis; and in the same manner have
some pretended philosophers of our own day defamed the character and
questioned the motives of Free Masons. With a little less modesty
than the ancients, they have not like them quarrelled us because we
are not more virtuous than themselves, but they bave told us that
we are less than the least of men, and charged upon us crimes as
detestable in the eyes of Masons as they are hostile to the interests of
society.

This similarity of treatment which the mysteries of Ceres and Free
Masonry have received is no small proof of the similarity of their
origin and their object. To this conclusion, however, it may be objected
that though the points of resemblance between these secret societies are
numerous, yet there were circumstances in the celebration of the Eleu-
sinian mysteries which have no counterpart iu the ceremonies of Free
Masonry. The sacrifices, purifications, hymns, and dances, which were
necessary in the festival of Ceres, have indeed no place in the society of
Free Masons. But these points of dissimilarity, instead of weakening
rather strengthen our opinion. It cannot be expected that in the reign
of Polytheism just sentiments of the Deity should be entertained, and
much less that the adherents of Christianity should bend their knees to

1 Porphyr. de Abstinentia, lib. 1v, p. 353. Julian Orat. v, p. 173.

* Encyclopsdia Britannica, article Fleusinia.

3 Lucian in Demonact., tom. 11, p. 380. Plut. de aud. Poet, tom. 11, p. 21.
Diog. Laert., lib. v1, sec. 39.
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the gods of the heathens. The ancients worshipped those beings who
conferred on them the most signal benefits, with eacrifices, purifications,
and other tokens of their humility and gratitude; but when revelation
had disclosed to man more amiable sentiments concerning the Divine
Being, the Society of Free Masons banished from their mysteries those
useless rites with which the ancient Brethren of the Order attempted to
appease and requite their deities, and modelled their ceremonies upon
this foundation—that there is but one God, who must be worshipped in
spirit and in truth.

The mysteries of Ceres were not confined to the city of Eleusis; they
were introduced into Athens about thirteen hundred and fifty-six years
before Christ;' and, with a few slight variations, were observed in
Phrygia, Cyprus, Crete, and Sicily. They had even reached to the
capital of France;?* aund it is highly probable that shortly afterwards
they were introduced into Britain and other rorthern kingdoms. In
the reign of the Emperor Adrian4 they were carried into Rome, and
were celebrated in that metropolis with the same rites and ceremonies
which were performed in the humble village of Eleusis. They had
contracted impurities, however, from the length of their duration, and
the corruption of their abettors; and though the forms of initiation
were still symbolical of the original and noble objects of the institution,
yet the licentious Romans mistook the shadow for the substance, and
while they underwent the rites of the Eleusinian mysteries they were
strangers to the objects for which they were framed.

About the beginning of the fifth century Theodosius the Great pro-
hibited, and almost totally extinguished the Pagan theology in the
Roman Empire, and the mysteries of Eleusis suffered in the general
destruction. It is probable, however, that these mysteries were secretly
celebrated in spite of the severe edicts of Theodosius; and that they
were partly continued through the dark ages, though stripped of their
original purity and splendour. We are certain at least, that many rites
of the Pagan religion were performed under the dissembled name of
convivial meetings, long after the publication of the Emperor's edicts,®

1 Playfair's Chronology. 3 Lucii Apuleii Metamorph., lib. x1.

3 Praise of Paris, or a tketch of the French Capital, 1803, by 8. West, F.R.S,,
F.A.S. This author observes, in the Preface to his work, that Paris is derived
from Par Iris, because it was built beside a temple dedicated to that goddess;
that this temple was demolished at the establishment of Christianity, and that
there remains to this day, in the Petits Augustins, a statue of Isis nursing Orus.

4 A.p.117. Encyclopmedia Britannica, article Eleusinia. Potter’s Antigy,
vol. 1, p. 389,

8 Gibbon’s History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. v, chap.
xxviii. Zosimus’s Hist., lib. 1v.
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and Psellus informs us? that the mysteries of Ceres existed in Athens
till the eighth century of the Christian era, and were never totally
suppressed. :

Having thus considered the origin and decline of the mysteries of
Eleusis, and discovered in them numerous and prominent features of
resemblance to those of Free Masonry, we may reasonably infer that the
Egyptian mysteries, which gave rise to the former, had a still nearer
affinity to the latter ; and from this conclusion the opinions that were
formerly stated concerning the antiquity of the Order and the origin
of Egyptian knowledge will receive very considerable confirmation.

Let us now direct our attention to the Dionysia, or Mysteries of
Bacchus, which were intimately connected with those of Ceres, and
perhaps still more with the mysteries of Free Masonry. Herodotus®
inforns us that the solemnities in honour of Dionysius or Bacchus were
originally instituted in Egypt, and were transported from that country
into Greece by one Melampus. But not only did the mysteries of
Ceres and Bacchus flow from the same source, the one was in some
measure interwoven with the other; and it is almost certain, from what
we are now to mention, that those who were initiated into the former
were entitled to be present at the celebration of the latter. The sixth
day of the Eleusimian festival was the most brilliant of the whole. It
received the appellation of Bacchus, because it was chiefly, if not exclu-
sively devoted to the worship of that god. His statue, attended by the
initiated and the ministers of the temple, was conducted from Athens
to Eleusis with much pomp and solemnity;* aod after it had been
introducedinto the temple of Ceres it was brought back to Athens
with similar ceremonies. The counection between the Eleusinian and
Dionysian mysteries is manifest also from the common opinion that
Ceres was the mother of Bacchus:' And Plutarch assures us that the
Egyptian Isis was the same with Ceres; that Osiris was the same with
Bacchus; and that the Dionysia of Greece was only another name for
the Pamylia of Egypt.® As Bacchus was the inventor of theatres as

! In his Treatise on the gods whomn the Greeks worshipped, quoted by Mr
Clinch in the Anthologia Hibernica for January 1794.

* Lib. 11. The testimony of Herodotus is greatly corroborated when we
recollect that there were temples in Egypt erected in honour of Bacchus. It
is not probable that the Egyptians would borrow from the Greeks.

3 Anacharsis, tom. 111, p. 631. Plat. in Phoc., tom. 1, p. 754. Meursius in
Eleus. Myst., cap. xxvii.

¢ Potter’s Antiq., vol. 1, p. 393.

5 De Iside et Osiride. Idée du Gouvernement Ancien et Modern de ’Egypte,
p 26.—DParis, 1743.
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well as of dramatic representations, that particular class of Masons who
were employed in the erection of these extensive buildings were called
the DioNysiaAN ARTIFICERS,' who possessed the exclusive privilege of
erecting temples, theatres, and other public buildings in Asia Minor.
They supplied Ionia and the surrounding countries as far as the Helle-
spont with theatrical apparatos by contract ; and erected to Bacchus, the
founder of their Order, the magnificent temple at Teos.® These artists were
initiated into the mysteries of their founder, and consequently into those
of Eleusis.*> But from the tendency of the human mind to embrace the
ceremonial while it neglects the substantial part of an institution, the
Dionysian festival, in the degenerate ages of Greece, was more remark-
able for inebriation and licentiousness than for the cultivation of virtue
and of science ; and he who was at first celebrated as the inventor of
arts was afterwards worshipped as the god of wine. Those who were
desirous of indulging secretly in licentions mirth und unhallowed festi-
vity cloaked their proceedings under the pretence of worshipping
Bacchus ; and brought disgrace upon those mysteries which were
instituted for the promotion of virtue and the improvement of art.

About two hundred years befere Christ, an illiterate and licentious
priest came from Greece to Tuscany and instituted the Bacchanalia,
or Feast of the Bacchanals. From Tuscany they were imported to
Rome ; but the promoters of these midnight orgies having proceeded to
the farthest extremity of dissipation and disloyalty, they were abolished
throughout all Italy by a decree of the Senate. ¢

It has been foolishly supposed that the Bacchanalia were similar to
the Dionysian mysteries, merely because they were both dedicated to
Bacchus. The Liberalia of Rome was the festival corresponding to the
Dionysia of Greece;" and it is probable that this feast was observed
thronghout the Roman Empire till the abrogation of the Pagan theology
in the reign of Theodosius. The opinion which an impartial inquirer
would form concerning the nature and tendency of the mysteries of
Bacchus would not be very favourable to the character of the institution.
Bat it should be remembered that deviations from the intentions and
form of any association are no objection to the association itself ; they
are rather proofs of its original purity and excellence, as it is not from

1 Awvwridzos esuens.  Aulus Gellius, lib. xx, cap. iv.

3 strabo, lib. 1v. Chishull’s Antiquitates Asiaticze, pp. 107, 139. Robison’s
Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 20. Ionian Antiquities, published by the Society
of Dilettanti, p. 4.

3 Potter’s Antiq., vol. 1, p. 41.

¢ Tit. Liv., lib. xxx1x, caps. viii and xviii.

® Liberalia (says Festus) liberi Festa, quae apud Graecos dicuntur Dionysia.
Universal History, vol. xir, p. 262.
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the paths of vice, but from those of virtue, that we are accustomed to
stray.

Hitherto we have considered the Dionysian mysteries under am
unpropitious aspect; let us now trace them in their progress from
Europe to Asia, where they retained their primitive lustre, and effect-
vally contributed to the rapid advancement of the fine arts.

About a thousand years before Christ' the inhabitants of Attica,
complaining of the narrowness of their territory and the unfruitfulness
of its soil, went in quest of more extensive and fertile settlements.
Being joined by a number of adventurers from the surrounding districts
they sailed to Asia Minor, drove out the inhabitants, seized upon the
most eligible situations, and united them under the name of Iouia,
in compliment to the majority of their number who were natives of
that province.” As the Greeks, prior to the Ionic migration, had
made considerable progress in the arts and scienees, * they carried these
along with them into their new territories ; and introduced into Ionia
the mysteries of Minerva and Dionysius before they were corrupted
by the licentiousness of the Athenians.* In a short time the Asiatic
colonies surpassed the mother country in prosperity and science.
Painting, sculpture in mmurble, and the Doric and Ionian Orders were
the result of their ingenuity.® The colonists even returned into Greece,
communicating to its inhabitants the inventions of their own country,
and instructing them in that style of architecture which has been the
admiration of succeeding ages. For these improvements the world is
indebted to the scientific attaimmnents of the Dionysian Artificers, who
were very numerous in Asia, and existed under the same appellation in
Syria, Persia, and India. About three hundred years before the birth
of Christ a great number of them were incorporated, by command of
the kings of Pergamos, who assigned to them Teos as a settlement,
being the city of their tutelary god. The members of this associa-
tion, who were profoundly learned in the Dionysian mysteries, were
distingunished from the uninitiated inhabitants of Teos by the science

! Playfair places the Ionic migration in 1044, B.c.; Gillies in 1055; and
Barthelemy, the author of Anacharsis’s Travels, in 1076.

# Herodotus, lib. 1, cap. cxlii. ~Gillies’s History of Ancient Grecce, vol. 1,
chap. iii.

3 According to the author of Anacharsis's Travels, the arts took their rise in
Grecce about 1547, B. 0.

¢ Chandler’s Travels in Asia Minor, p. 100, 4to. 1775. The Panathenea and
the Dionysian mysteries were instituted about 300 years before the Ionmic
migration.

8 Gillies’s Greece, vol. 11, chap. xiv.
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which they possessed, and by appropriate words and signs whereby
they could recognise their Brethren of the Order.! Like Free Masons,
they were divided into Lodges, which were distingunished by different
appellations.” They occasionally held convivial meetings in houses
erected and consecrated for this purpose ; and each separate association
was under the direction of a master, and presidents or wardens. They
held a general meeting once a ycar, which was solemnised with great
pomp and festivity, and at which the Brethren partook of a splendid
entertainment provided by the master, after they bad finished the
sacrifices to their gods, especially to their patron Bacchus; the more
opulent artists were bound to provide for the exigencies of their poorer
Brethren ; and in their ceremonial observances they used particular
utensils, some of which were exactly similar to those that are employed
by the Fraternity of Free Masons.? The very monuments which were
reared by these Masons to the memory of their masters and war-
dens remain to the present day in the Turkish burying-grounds at
Siverhissar and Eraki.« The inscriptions upon them express in strong
terms the gratitude of the Fraternity for their disinterested exertions
in bebalf of the Order; for their generosity and benevolence to its
individual members; for their private virtues, as well as for their
public conduct. From some circumstances which are stated in these
inscriptions, but particularly from the name of one of the Lodges, it is
bighly probable that Attalus, king of Pergamos, was a member of the
Dionysian Fraternity.

Such was the nature of that association of architects who erected those
splendid edifices in Ionia whose ruins afford us instruction while they
excite our admiration and surprise. If it be possible to prove the identity
of any two societies from the coincidence of their external forms we are

! Kai eo Awwwes snv Acswy idwv xalugeearris psxe ens Iiixng. Strabo, p. 471.
Ionian Antiquities, p. 4. Chishull’s Antig. Asiat., p. 138. Robison’s Proofs of
a Conspiracy, p. 20.

3 Oue of these Lodges was denominated Kevdv rar Arrarirray, 5. e. Commune
Attalistarum, and another Kewér enc Exiw Touuopias, i. e. Commune Sodalitii
Echini. Chishull, p. 139.

3 See the two Decrees of these artists preserved in Chishull, pp. 138-149. The
place where they assembled is called svvaixim, contubernium ; and the society
itself sometimes evvaywyn, collegium ; &igiess, secta ; evredos, synodos ; xemes, com-
munitas. Aulus Gelhus, lib. viiz, cap. xi. Chandler’s ‘Lravels, p. 103; also the
Decrees aforesaid.

4 Chandler’s Travels, p. 100. These monuments were erccted about 150
years B.c. The inscriptions upon them were published by Edmand Chishull in
1728, from copies taken by Consul Bherard in 1709, and cxamined in 1716.
Ionian Antiquities, p. 3.
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authorised to conclude that the Fraternity of the Ionian Architects and
the Fraternity of Free Masons are exactly the same; and as the former
practised the mysteries of Bacchus and Ceres, several of which we have
shown to be similar to the mysteries of Free Masonry, we may safely
affirm that in their internal, as well as external procedure, the Society
of Free Masons resembles the Dionysiacs of Asia Minor.?

The opinion, therefore, of Free Masons, that their Order existed and
flourished at the building of Solomon’s Temple is by no means so pregnant
with absurdity as some men would wish us to believe. We have already
shown from authentic sources of information that the mysteries of Ceres
and Bacchus were instituted about four hundred years before the reign
of Solomon ;* and there are strong reasons for believing that even the
association of the Dionysian Architects existed before the building of
the Temple. It was not, indeed, till about three handred years before
the birth of Christ that they were incorporated at Teos under the kings
of Pergamos, but it is universally allowed thut they arose long before
their settlement in Ionia, and, what is more to our present purpose, that
they also existed in the land of Judea; moreover, it is observed by Dr
Robison that they came from Persia into Syria along with that style
of architectare which is called Grecian :a And, since we are informed by
Josephus that that species of architecture was used at the erection of
the Temple,* we are authorised to infor not only that the Dionysiacs
existed before the reign of Solomon, bat that they assisted this monarch
in building that magnificent fabric which he reared to the God of Israel.
Nothing indeed can be more simple and consistent than the creed of the
Fraternity concerning the state of their Order at this period. The
vicinity of Jerusalem to Egypt,—the connection of Solomon with the
royal fumily of that kingdom,*—the progress of the Egyptians in archi-
tectural science,—their attachment to mysteries and hieroglyphic aym-
bols, and the probability of their being employed by the King of Israel,
are additional considerations which corroborate the sentiments of Free
Masons, and absolve them from those charges of credulity and pride with
which they have been 8o frequently branded.

1 Dr Robison, who will not be suspected of partiality to Free Masous, ascribes
their origin to the Dionysian artists. It is impoesible, indeed, for any candid
inquirer to call in question their identity.

3 According to Playfair’s Chronology the Temple of Solomon was begun in
1016, and finished in 1008 B.0. The Eleusinian mysteries were introduced into
Athens in 1356 B. c., a considerable time after their institution.

3 Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, pp. 20, 21.

¢ Josephus’s Jewish Antiquities, book v, chap. v.

5 1bid. book vir, chap. ii.
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To these views it may be objected that if the Fraternity of Free
Masons flourished during the reign of Solomon it would have existed in
Judea in after ages, and attracted the notice of sacred or profane his-
torians. Whether or not this objection is well founded, we shall not
pretend to determine ; but if it can be shown that there did exist after
the building of the Temple an association of men resembling Free
Masons in the nature, ceremonies, and object of their institution, the
force of the objection will not only be taken away, but additional
strength communicated to the opinion which we have been supporting.
The association here alluded to is that of the Essenes, whose origin
and principles have occasioned much discussion among Ecclesiastical
historians, who are all agreed however respecting the constitution and
observances of this religious Order, whose distinctive points may here
be briefly enumerated.

When a candidate was proposed for admission the strictest scrutiny
was made into his character. If his life had hitherto been exemplary,
and if he appeared capable of curbing his passions and regulating his
conduct according to their virtuous though austere maxims, he was
presented af the expiration of his noviciate with a white garment as
an emblem of the regularity of his conduct and the purity of his heart.
A solemn oath was then administered to him that he would never
divulge their mysteries; that he would make no innovations on the
doctrines of the society; and that he would continue in that honourable
coarse of piety and virtae which he had begun to pursue. Like Free
Masons, they instructed the young member in the knowledge which
they derived from their ancestors; they admitted no women into their
Order ;! they had particular signs for recognising each other, which have
a strong resemblance to those of Free Masons;® they had colleges or
places of retirement where they resorted to practise their rites and
settle the affairs;> and after the performance of these duties they
assembled in a large hall, where an entertainment was provided for
them by the president or master of the college, who allotted a certain

1 Pictet. Theologie Chretienne, tom. 111, part. iii, pp. 107,109. Basnage’s His-
tory of the Jews, book 11, chaps. xii and xiii, passim. Philo de Vita Contempla-
tiva, apud opers, p. 691.

2 In order to be convinced of this, the Brethren may consult some of the
works already quoted, particularly Philo’s Treatise de Vita Coutemplativa,
apud opera, p. 691.

3 Basnage, book 111, chap. xii, sec. 14. Opera Philonis, p. 679. When Philo,
in his Treatise entitled “ Quod omnis probus Liber,” is describing the Society
of the Essenes, he employs the same terms to denote the association itself, and
their places of meeting, which are used in the Decrees of the Dionysians already
mentioned. Vide Philo de Vita Contemplativa, p. 691.

2
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quantity of provisions to every individual. They abolished all distinc-
tions of rank, and if preference was ever given it was given to piety,
liberality, and virtue. Treasurers were appointed in every town to supply
the wants of indigent strangers.’ They laid claim to higher degrees of
piety and knowledge than the uninitiated vulgar; and though their pre-
tensions were high they were never questioned by their enemies. One
of their chief characteristics was austerity of manners, but they frequently
assembled -in convivial parties, and relaxed for a time the severity of
those duties which they were accustomed to perform.* This remarkable
coincidence between the chief features of the Masonic and Essenian Fra-
ternities can only be accounted for by referring them to the same origin.
Woere the circumstances of resemblance either few or fanciful, the simi-
larity might have been merely casual ; but when the nature, the object,
and the external forms of two institutions are precisely the same, the
arguments for their identity are something more than presumptive. There
is one point, however, which may at first sight seem to militate against
this supposition. The Essenes do mot appear to have been in any
respect connected with architecture, nor to have followed with ardour
those aciences and pursuits which are subsidiary to the art of building.
That they directed their attention to particular sciences, which they
professed to have received from their fathers, is allowed by all writers;
bat whether or not these sciences were in any shape connected with
architecture, we are at this distance of time unable to determine. Be
this as it may, uncertainty upon this head, nay, even an assurance that
the Essenes were unconnected with architectural science, will not affect
the hypothesis which we have been maintaining ; for there have been,
and still are, many associations of Free Masons where no architects
are members, and which have no connection with the art of building.
But if this is not deemed a sufficient answer to the objection, an
inquiry into the origin of the Essenes will probably remove it alto-
gether, while it affords additional evidence for the identity of the tw
associations. '

The opinions of both sacred and profane historians concerning the
origin of the Essenes have been widely different. They all agree, how-
ever, in representing them as an ancient association originating from
particular fraternities which formerly existed in the land of Judea.®

! Basnage, book 11, chap. xii, secs. 20, 21, and 22 ; chap. xiii, sec. 1. Opera
Philonis, p. 678.

* Dicam aliquid de sodalitiis eorum, quoties hilarius convivia celebrant.
Opera Philonis, p. 692.

3 Gale’s Court of the Gentiles, book m, part ii, chap. 6, p. 147. Serrar
Trihaer. lib. mr, cap. ii. Vide also Basnage, book 11, chap. xii, sec. 4; and
Pictet. Theolog. Chret., tom. 111, part iii, p. 106.
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Pliny refers them to such a remote antiquity’ that they must have
existed during the reign of Solomon; and even Basnage, who is the
only writer that seems disposed to consider them as a recent association,
coufesses that they existed under Antigonus, about three hundred years
before the Christian era.® Scaliger contends, with muach appearance of
truth, that the Essenes were descended from the Kasideans, who are
80 honourably mentioned in the history of the Maccabees. The Kasi-
deans were a religions Fraternity, or an Order of The KN1aHTS OF THE
TeMPLE oF JERUSALEM, who bound themselves to adorn the porches of
that magnificent structure, and to preserve it from injury and decay.
This body was composed of the greatest men of Israel, who were
distinguished for their charitable and peaceful dispositions; and always
signalised themselves by their ardent zeal for the purity and preserva-
tion of the Temple® From these facts it appears that the Essenes
were not only an ancient Fraternity, but that they originated from a
society of architects who were connected with the building of Solomon'’s
Temple. Nor was this Order confined to the Holy Land. Like the
Fraternities of the Dionysiacs and Free Masons it existed in all parts of
the world; and though the Lodges in Judea were chiefly, if not wholly
composed of Jews, yet the Essenes admitted to their privileges men of
every religion and every rank in life. They adopted many of the
Egyptian mysteries; and like the priests of that country, the Magi of
Persia, and the Gymnosophists in India, they united the study of moral
with that of natural philosophy. Although they were patronised by
Herod, and respected by all men for the correctness of their conduct
and the innocence of their lives, they suffered severe persecutions from
the Romans, until their abolition about the middle of the fifth century+
—a period extremely fatal to the venerable institutions of Egypt, Greece,
and Rome.

Connected with the Essenian and Masonic Fraternities was the Insti-
tution of Pythagoras at Crotona. After this philosopher, in the course
of his travels through Egypt, Syria, and Ionia, had been initiated into
the mysteries of these enlightened kingdoms, he imported into Europe
the aciences of Asia, and offered to the inhabitants of his native land the

1 Pliny, lib. v, cap. 17. Vide also Solinus, chap. xxxv, p. 43. Edit. Salmasii.
Encyclopeedia Britannica, article Essenes.

* Basnage, book 11, chap. ii, sec. 8. Pictet. Theolog. Chret., tom. 111, part iii,
p- 107.

3 Scaliger de Emend. Temp. ; Elench. Trihaer, cap. xxii, p. 441. 1lst Mac-
cabees, vii, 13.

¢ Basnage, book 11, chap. xiii, sec. 4; chap. xii, sec. 20, compared with chap.
xiii, sec. 4 ; chap. xii, secs. 24, 25, 26. Philo’s Treatise, “ Quod omnis probus
Liber,” apud opera, p. 678.
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important benefits which he himself Lhad received.! The offers of the
sage having been rejected by his countrymen of Samnos, he settled at
Crotona, in Italy, where more respect was paid to his person and more
attention to his precepts. When the kindness of the Crotonians, and
their solicitude to obtain scientific information bad inspired Pythagoras
with some hopes of success, he selected a number of his pupils who,
from the similarity of their characters, the mildness of their dispositions,
and the steadiness of their conduct, seemed best adapted for forwarding
the purposes he had in view. He formed them into a Fraternity or
separate Order, whom he instructed in the sciences of the East, and to
whom he imparted the mysteries and rites of the Egyptian, Syrian, and
Ionian associations. Before any one was received into the number of
his disciples a minute and diligent inquiry was made into his temper
and character. If the issue of this inquiry was favourable to the candi-
date, he bound himself by a solemn engagement to conceal from the
uninitiated the mysteries which he might receive and the sciences in
which he might be instructed. The doctrines of charity, of universal
benevolence, and especially of affection to the Brethren of the Order,
were strongly recommended to the young aspirant; and such was the
influence which these had upon their minds that discord seemed to have
been banished from Italy, and the golden age to have again returned.
Strangers of every country, of every religion, and of every rank in life,
were received, if properly qualified, into the Pythagorean association.
Like Free Masons they had particular words and signs by which they
might distinguish each other, and correspond at & distance. They wore
white garments as an emblem of their innocence. They had a parti-
cular regard for the east. They advanced from one degree of know-
ledge to another, and were forbidden to commit to writing their mys-
teries, which were preserved solely by tradition. The Pythagorean
symbols and secrets were borrowed from the Egyptians, the Orphic and
Eleusinian rites, the Magi, the Iberians, and the Celts. They consisted
chiefly of the arts and sciences united with theology and ethics, and
were commuuicated to the initiated in cyphers and symbols. To those
who were destitute of acute discernment these hieroglyphic repre-
sontations seemed pregnant with absurdity, while others of more pene-
tration discovered in them hidden treasures calculated to inform
the understanding and purify the heart—a circumstance that often
happens also in Free Masonry. An association of this nature, found-
ed upon such principles, and fitted for such ends, did not continue
long in obscurity. In a short time it extended over Italy and Sicily, and
was diffused cven througlout ancient Greece and the Islands of the

1 Pythagoras returned from Egypt about 560 years B. c.
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Agean Sea. Like other secret societies it was vilified by malicious
men who were prohibited from sharing its advantages from the weak-
ness of their minds and the depravity of their hearts. Chagrined with
disappointment and inflamed with rage, they often executed vengeance
upon the innocent Pythagoreans, and even set fire to the Lodges in
which they were assembled. But the disciples of the sage persisted in
that honourable cause in which they had embarked; and though the
persecution of their enemies drove them from their native land they
still retained for each other the sympathy of brothers, and often suffered
death in its most agonizing form rather than violate the engagements
into which they had entered.’ An attempt like this against the Society of
Free Masons has been witnessed in our day. It did not, indeed, pro-
oeed to such an extremity of violence, but the spirit of extirpation
existed in sentiment though it had not the courage to display itself in
action. Disaffection to Government, and disrespect to religion were
charged upon them with all the confidence of truth ; and had the Govern-
ments of Europe been foolish enough to credit the dreams of a few nervous
philosophers, their subjects might at this moment have been armed
against each other, and the Nations of the World embroiled in discord.
From these observations it is manifest that the Pythagorean and
Masonic institutions were similar in their external forms as well as in
the objects which they bad in view, and that both of them experienced
from cotemporaries the samie unmerited reproach. Mr Clinch in his
Essays on Free Masonry® has enumerated at great length all the points
of resemblance between these two institutions. He attempts to prove
that Free Masonry took its rise from the Pythagorean Fraternity ; but
though he has been successful in pointing out a remarkable coincidence
between these associaticns, he has no authority for concluding that the
former originated from the latter. In a Masonic manuseript preserved
in the Bodleian Library, in the handwriting of King Henry V1, it is ex-
pressly said that Pythagoras learned Masoury from Egypt and Syria,
and from those countries where it had been planted by the Phenuicians ;
that the Pythagoreans carried it into France ; and that it was in the
course of time imported from that country into England.* This, indeed,

1 Jamblichus de Vita Pythagorse, passim. Gillies’s Greece, vol. 11, chap. xi,
pp- 27-36. Aulus Gellius, book 1, cap. Y. Basnage’s History of the Jews,
book 11, cap. xiii, sec. 21. Anthologiee Hibernica for March 1794. Warbur-
ton’s Divine Legation of Moses, book 1, sec. iii.

3 Published in the Anthologia Hibernica for 1794.

3 Lives of Leland, Hearne, and Wood,—Oxford, 1772 ; Appendix to the Life
of Leland, No.vii. A further reference to this Mauuscript will be found on
page 49, antea. .
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is no direct proof of our opinion, but it shows at least that the same
ideas were entertained by the Fraternity in England about four
hundred years ago. It has been supposed by some philosophers® that
Pythagoras derived his mysteries chiefly from the Essenes, who were at
that time much respected and very numerous in Egypt and Syria, and
the wonderful similarity between these societies, both in the fors
which they had in common with Free Masonry and in those lesser cus-
toms and ceremonies which were peculiar to themselves, render such a
supposition extremely probable. It is remarked by all Eoclesiastical
historians that the Essenes were Pythagoreans both in discipline and
doctrine,® without ever considering that the former existed some hundred
years before the birth of Pythagoras.® The Pythagoreans, therefore,
were connected with the Essenes, and the Essenes with the Kasideans,
who engaged to preserve and adorn the Temple of Jerusalem.*

There is one objection to the view which we have taken of this sub-
ject, which, though it has already been slightly noticed, it may be neces-
sary more completely to remove. Although it will be acknowledged by
every unbiassed reader that Free Masonry has a wonderful resemblance
to the Eleusinian and Dionysian mysteries, the Fraternity of Ionian
architects, and the Essenian and Pythagorean associations, yet some may
be disposed to question the identity of these institutions because they

! Faydit Lettre, Nouvelles de 1a Republique des Lettres, Octobre 1703, p. 472.

% Gregory’s Church History, vol. 1, cent. 1.

3 Pliny, book v, cap. 17. Solinus, cap. Xxxv, p. 43.

4 Along with these Fraternities the Druids might have been mentioned as re-
sembling Free Masons in the object as well as in the ceremonies of their Order.
But the learned are so divided in their sentiments concerning the nature and
opinions of this Fraternity that it is difficult to handle the subject without
transgressing the limits of authentic history. The most probable of all the
hypotheses concerning the origin of the Druids is that which supposes them to
have learned their mysteries from the Pythagoreaus; for in the 57th Olym-
piad, about 550 B. 0,a colony of Phocians imported into Gaul the philosophy and
the arts of Greece (Justin, lib. xLin, cap. 4), and prior to this period Frater-
nities of Pythagoreans had been established in Greece. Ammianus Marcellinus
(lib. xv, cap. 9,) informs us “ that the Druids were formed into Fraternities, as
the authority of Pythagoras had decreed ;” and indeed the similarity of their
philosophical tenets (as detailed in Henry’s History of Great Britain, vol. m,
book 1, chap. iv,) to those of the Pythagoreans, authorises us to conclude
that they borrowed from this philosopher their forms and mysteries, as well as
their religious and philosophical opinions. This supposition will appear more
probable when we rcflect that Abaris, a native of Britain, travelled into
Greece, returned by the way of Crotona, was instructed in the Pythagorean
mysteries, and carried into his native country the knowledge which he had
acquired. Compare this Note with the facts in p. 20, supra.
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had different names, and because some usages were observed by one
which were neglected by another. But these circumstances of dissimi-
larity arise from those necessary changes which are superinduced upon
every institution by a spirit of innovation, by the caprice of individuals,
and by the various revolutions in civilized society. Every alteration or
improvement in philosophical systems or ceremonial institutions generally
produces a corresponding variation in their name, deduced from the
nature of the improvement or from the name of the innovator. The
different associations, for example, whose nature and tendency we have
been considering, received their names from circumstances merely casual,
and often of trifling consideration, though all of them were established
for the same purpose and derived from the same source. When the
mysteries of the Essenes were imported by Pythagoras into Italy, without
undergoing much variation they were there denominated the mysteries
of Pythagoras; and in our day they are called the secrets of Free
Masonry, because many of their symbols are derived from the art of
building, and because they are believed to have been invented by an
association of architects who were anxious to preserve among themselves
the knowledge which they had acquired.’ The difference in the cere-
monial observances of these iustitutions may be accounted for nearly
upon the same principles. From the ignorance or superior sagacity of
those who presided over the ancient Fraternities some ceremonies would
be insisted upon more than others ; some of less moment would be ex-
alted into consequence ; while others of greater importance would be
depressed into obscurity. In process of time, therefore, some trifling
changes would be effected upon these ceremonies, some rites abolished,
and others introduced. The chief difference, however, between the ancient
and modern mysteries is in those points which concern religion. But
this arises from the great changes which have been effected in religious
knowledge. It caunot be supposed that the rites of the Egyptian, Jew-
ish, and Grecian religions should be observed by those who profess only
the religion of Christ ; or that we should pour out libations to Ceres and
Bacchus, who acknowledge no heavenly superior but the true and the
living God.

It may be proper to notice in this place an objection urged by M. Barruel
against the opinion of those who believe that the mysteries of Free
Masonry are similar to the mysteries of Egypt and Greece.” From the
unfairness with which this writer has stated the sentiments of his oppo-

1 8ymbols derived from the art of building were also employed by the Pytha-
goreans for conveyiug instruction to those who were initiated into their Frater-
nity.—Proclus in Eucl, lib. x1, def. 2, &c.

* Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. 11, pp. 355-360.
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nonts on this subject, from the confidence and triumph with which he has
proposed his own, and above all from the disingenuity with which he
bas supported them, many inattentive readers may have been led to
adopt his notions, and to form as despicable an idea of the understand-
ings, as he would wish them to form of the characters of Masons. He
takes it for granted that all who embrace the opinion which we have
endeavoured to support must necessarily believe that & unity of religious
sentiments and moral precepts was maintained in all the ancient mys-
teries, and that the initiated entertained just notions of the unity of God,
while the vulgar were addicted to the grossest Polytheism. Upon this
gratuitous supposition, which we completely disavow, because it has no
connection with our hypothesis, Barruel founds all his declamations
against the connection of our Order with the Pythagorean and Eleusinian
institutions. If this supposition, indeed, were true, his opinion would be
capable of proof. But he is all the while combating the dogmas of War-
burton while he thinks he is demolishing the antiquity of our Order.
There is perbaps in no language such a piece of downright sophistry as
this portion of Barruel's work. He seems to scruple at no method, how-
ever base or dishonourable, that can bring discredit upon Free Masonry
and every thing connected with it. After overturniug the opinion of
Warburton he next attacks us on our own ground, styling ns the child-
ren of sophistry, deiam, and pantheism, who deduce our origin from
associations of men that were enemies to Christianity,' and followed no
guide but the light of nature. But this writer should recollect that the
son is not accountable for the degeneracy of his parents; and if the
ancient mysteries were the nurseries of such dangerous opinions as he,
in opposition to authentic history, lays to their charge, it is to the glory
of their posterity that they have shaken off the yoke and embraced
that heavenly light which their ancestors affected to despise.

It is unfortunate for Free Masonry that it should have to encounter
such objectious as these, stated by a writer qualified to adorn fiction
in the most alluring attire, and impart to sophistry the semblance of
demonstration. Many careless readers have been misled by the elegance
and animation of his diction,—many religious men have been deceived
by his affectation of piety and benevolence, — and all have been
imposed upon by the intrusion of numerous and apparently wilful
fabrications. But though the name of Jesus sounds in every period,—
though a regard for individual happiness and public tranquillity are
held forth as the objects of his labours,—yet that charity and forbear-

1 Vide Barruel, vol. 11, p. 357. We do not find in any system of chronology
that Christianity existed in the time of Pythagoras, or at the establishment of
the Eleusinian mysteries !
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ance which_distinguish the Christian character are never exemplified in
the work of Barruel, and the hypocrisy of his pretensions are often
betrayed by the fury of his zeal. The tattered veil behind which he
attempts to cloak his inclinations often discloses to the reader the
motives of the man and the wishes of his party. The intolerant spirit
of a" Romish priest breaks forth in every sentence, and brands with
infamy every order of men whom he supposes to have favoured that fatal
revolution which demolished the religious establishment of France, and
forced a catholic sovereign to fly for refuge to our hospitable isle.

1 These remarks upon the Memoirs of Jacobinism may be reckoned by some
too general and acrimonious, especially as Barruel has exculpated the Masons
in England from those enormous crimes with which he has charged their
Brethren on the Continent. It is evident, however, though denied by the author,
that this exception was intended merely as a compliment to the English Nation;
for many of his allegations against Free Masonry are so general that they
necessarily involve in guilt every class of Masons, whether British or Centi-
nental. The falsehood of all these accusations is manifest not only from their
being unsupported by evidence but from the mild and generous conduct of the
British legislature to these secret societies ; for if the Government of this
country had been credulous enough to believe one half of what Barruel said, it
would have been called upon by every motive not only to dissolve, but to extir-
pate such villainous associations.
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CHAPTER II.

PARTIAL EXTINCTION OF BSECRET ASBOCIATIONS DURING THE DARK
AGES — TRAVELLING ARCHITECTS — FREE MASONRY EXTINGUISHED
THROUGHOUT EUROPE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF BRITAIN—ORIGIN
OF THE KNIGHT TEMPLARS—THEIR PERSECUTION—THEIR INNOCENCE
MAINTAINED—CONNECTION BETWEEN CHIVALRY AND FREE MASONRY—
INITIATION OF THE TEMPLARS INTO THE SYRIAN FRATERNITY.

HaviNg in the preceding Chapter finished what may properly be
denominated the Ancient History of Free Masonry, we are now to
trace its progress from the abolition of the heathen rites, in the reign
of Theodosius, to the present day; and though the friends and enemies
of the Order seem to coincide in opinion upon this part of its history,
the materials are as scanty as before, and the incidents equally
unconnected. In those ages of ignorance and disorder which succeeded
the destruction of the Roman Empire, the minds of men were too
debased by superstition and contracted by bigotry to enter into
associations for promoting mental improvement and mutual bene-
volence. The spirit which then raged was not one of inquiry. The
motives which then influenced the conduct of men were not those
benevolent and correct principles of action which once distinguished
their ancestors, and which still distinguish their posterity. Sequestered
habits and unsocial dispositions characterised the inhabitants of Europe
in this season of mental degeneracy, while Free Masons, actuated by very
different principles, inculcate on their Brethren the dnties of social inter-
oourse, and communicate to all within the pale of their Order the know-
ledge which they possess and the happiness which they feel. But if
science had existed in these ages, and if a desire of social intercourse
bad aniinated the minds of men, the latter must have languished for
want of gratification as long as the former was impriconed within the
walls of a convent by the tyranny of superstition or the jealousy of
power. Science was in these days synonimous with heresy; and had
any_bold and enlightened man ventured on philosophical investigations,
anﬁublished his discoveries to the world, Le would have been regarded
as a magician by the vulgar, and punished as a heretic by the Church of
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Rome. These remarks may be exemplified and confirmed by an appro-
priate instauce of the interfering spirit of the Romish Church even in
the sixteenth century, when learning had made considerable advance-
ment in Europe. The celebrated Baptista Porta having, like the sage of
Samos, travelled into distant countries for scientific information, returned
to his native home and established a society which he denominated the
Academy of Secrets. He communicated the information which he had
collected to the members of this association, who in their turn imparted
to their companions the knowledge which they had individually obtained.
But this little Fraternity, advancing in respectability and science, soon
trembled ander the rod of ecclesiastical oppression, and experienced in
its dissolution that the Romish bierarchy was determined to check the
ardour of investigation, and retain the human mind in its former fetters
of ignorance and superstition. How then could Free Masonry flourish
when the minds of men had such an unfortunate propensity to monkish
retirement, and when every scientific and secret association was so
thoroughly overawed and persecuted ?

But though the political and intellectual condition of society was un-
favourable to the progress of Free Masonry, and though the secret
ussociations of the ancients were dissolved in the fifth century by the
command of the Roman Emperor, yet there are many reasons for
believing that the ancient mysteries were observed in private, long after
their public abolition, by those enemies of Christianity who were still
attached to the religion of their fathers. Some authors’ even inform us
that this was actually the case, and that the Grecian rites existed in the
eighth centary, and were never completely abolished.* These consider-
ations enable us to connect the heathen mysteries with that trading
association of architects which appeared during the dark ages under the
special authority of the See of Rome.

_ The insatiable desire for external finery and gaudy ceremonies which
was displayed by the catholic priests in the exercise of their religion,
introduced a corresponding desire for splendid monasteries and magnifi-
cent cathedrals. But as the demand for these buildings was urgent,
and continually increasing, it was with great difficulty that artificers
could be procured even for the erection of such pivus works. In
order to encourage the profession of architecture, the bishops of
Rome and the other potentates of Europe conferred on the Fraternity
the most important privileges, and allowed them to be governed by laws,
customs, and ceremonies peculiar to themselves. This association was

1 Gibbon, vol. v, chap. xxviii, p. 110.
3 Psellus, Tsp: daiporay irw 3sfasovery i saranss. Vide also Anthologia Hibernica
for January 1794, and pp. 11, 12, supra.
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composed of men of all Nations, of Italian, Greek, French, German, und
Flemish artists, who were denominated Free Masons, and who, ranging
from one country to another, erected those elegant churches and cathe-
drals which, though they once gratified the pride and sheltered the
rites of a corrupted priesthood, now excite the notice of antiguarians
and administer to the grandeur of kingdoms. The government of this
association was remarkably regular. Its members lived in & camp of
huts reared beside the building on which they were employed. A sur-
veyor or master presided over and directed the whole. Every tenth
man was called a warden, and overlooked those who were under his
charge ; and such artificers as were not members of this Fraternity
were prohibited from engaging in those buildings which they alone
had a title to rear.' It may seem strange, and perhaps inconsistent
with what we have already said, that the Fraternity of Free Masons
should have been sanctioned, and even protected by the bishops of
Rome,—secret associations being always a terror to temporal and
spiritual tyranny. But these heads of the Church, instead of approving
of Free Masonry by the encouragement and patronage which they gave
to architects, only employed them as instruments for gratifying their
vanity and satiating their ambition ; for, in after ages, when Masons
were more numerous, and when the demand for religious structures was
less urgent than before, the Roman Pontiffs deprived the Fraternity of
those very privileges which had been conferred upon them without
solicitation, and persecuted with unrelenting 1age the very men whom
they had voluntarily taken into favour, and who had contributed to the
grandeur of their ecclesiastical establishment.

Wherever the catholic religion was taught, the meetings of Free
Masons were sanctioned and patronised. The principles of the Order
were even imported into Scotland,® where they continued for many ages
in their primitive simplicity, long after they had been extinguished in
the continental kingdoms. In this manner Scotland became the centre
from which these principles again issued, to illuminate not only the
Nations on the continent but every civilized portion of the habitable
world. What those causes were which continued the Societies of Free
Masons longer in Britain than in other countries it may not perhaps be
easy to determine ; but as the fact itself is unquestionably true, it must
have arisen either from some favourable circumstance in the political

! Wren’s Parentalia, or a History of the Family of Wreu, pp. 306-307.
Henry’s History of Great Britain, vol. v, p. 273, book iv, chap. v, sec. 1.
Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 21.

$a.p. 1140. Vide Statistical Account of Scotland, parish of Kilwinning.
Edinburgh Magazine for April 1802.
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state of Britain which did not exist in the other governments of Europe,
or from the superior policy by which the British Masons eluded the
saspicion of their enemies, and the greater prudence with which they
maintained the simplicity and respectability of their Order. The for-
mer of these causes had, without doubt, a considerable share in pro-
ducing the effect under consideration ; and we know for certain that
in our own days the latter has preserved Free Masoury in a flourishing
condition throughout these United Kingdoms, while in other countries
the imprudence and foolish innovations of its members have exposed it
to the severest and justest censures, and, in many cases, to the most
violent persecutions. It is a fact requiring no confirmation, and result-
ing from the most obvious causes, that Free Masonry never flourishes in
seasons of public commotion ; and during these, even in Great Britain,
thongh the seat of war is commonly in foreign countries, it has univer-
sally declined. But in those lands which are the theatre of hostilities it
will be neglected in a still greater degree ; and if these hostilities are
long continued or of frequent recurrence, the very name and principles
of the Order must soon be extinguished. Amid those continual wars,
therefore, which during the middle ages distracted and desolated the
continent of Europe, the association of architects would be easily dis-
solved, while on the western coast of Scotland, in the humble village of
Kilwinning, they found a safe retreat from the violent convulsions of
continental wars.

Before we detail the progress of Free Masonry after its importation
into Britain, it will be necessary to give some account of The Kn1eaT
TemPLARS, a Fraternity of Free Masons whose affluence and virtues
aroused the envy of cotemporaries, and whose unmerited and unhappy
end must have frequently excited the compassion of posterity. To
prove that the Order of the Knight Templars was a branch of Free
Masonry would be a useless labour, as the fact has been invariably
ucknowledged by Free Masons themselves, and none have been more
zealous to establish it than the enemies of their Order;® the former
have admitted the fact, not because it was creditable to them but because
it was true ; and the latter have supported it, because, by the aid of a little
sophistry, it might be employed to disgrace their opponents.

1Vide Barruel’s Memoirs of Jacobinisin, vol. 11, p. 379-383, where this is
attempted at some length. As Barruel, however, was unacquainted with either
the observances of the Templars or those of Free Masons, he has attributed to
both many absurd rites which never existed but in his own mind. For the
same reason he has omitted many points of resemblance, which would have
established the common opinion upon an immovable foundation.
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The Order of the Knight Templars was instituted during the

Crusades, in the year 1119, by Hugo de Payens and Godfrey de

St Omer, and received this appellation because its members originally
resided near the church in Jerusalem which was dedicated to our
Saviour. Though their professed object was to protect those Christian
pilgrims whose mistaken piety had led them to the Holy City, yet it is
almost beyond a doubt that their chief and primary intention was to
practise and preserve the rites and mysteries of Free Masonry. We
know at least that they not only possessed the mysteries, but performed
the ceremonies and inculcated the duties of Free Masons; and it is
equally certain that the practising of these rites could contribute nothing
to the protection and comfort of the catholic pilgrims. Had they pub-
licly avowed the real object of their institution, instead of that favour
which they so long enjoyed, they would have experienced the animosity
of the Church of Rome. But as they were animated with & sincere
regard for the Catholic faith, and with a decided abhorrence for the
infidel possessors of Judea, it was never once suspected that they
transacted any other business at their secret meetings but that which
concerned the regulation of their Order, the advancement of religion,
and the extirpation of its enemies. The prodigies of valour which
they exhibited against the infidels ; the many charitable deeds which
they performed towards the distressed pilgrims; and the virtues which
adorned their private character, procured for them from the rulers
of Europe that respect and authority to which they were so justly
entitled, and which they so long maintained. But these were not the
only rewards which they purchased by their virtnes and military
prowess. From the munificence of the Popes, the generosity of the pious
princes and nobles of Europe, and from the gratitude of those wealthy
pilgrims who had experienced in the moments of distress their kind
assistance, they had acquired such immense possessions in every king-
dom of Europe, but particularly in France, that their revenues often
exceeded those of the secular princes. Thus independent in their cir-
cumstances, and being fatigned with those unsuccessful struggles against
the infidels which they bad maintained with such heroic courage, they
returned to their native land to enjoy in peace and quiet the recompense
of their toils. But like all men who are suddenly transported from
danger and fatigae to luxury and ease, many of them deviated from
that virtuous course which they had hitherto pursued, and indulged too
freely in those amusements to which they were invited by opulence
and impelled by inactivity. Thus, from the indiscretions of a few, the
Order lost a cousiderable share of those honours and that celebrity
which they had long enjoyed. But this relaxation of discipline and
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attachment to luxurious indolence were the principal faults chargeable
against them ; and to men of their spirit the forfeiture of popularity,
which was the consequence of their apostacy, would be a sufficient
punishment. This, however, was not the sentiment of Philip the Fair.
That rapacious monarch, instigated by private resentment, and enconr-
aged by the prospect of sharing in their ample revenues,' imprisoned
in one day all the Templars in France, merely at the instance of two
worthless members of the Order who had been disgraced and punished
by their superiors for their vices.® It was pretended by these base
accusers that the Templars abjured our Saviour,—that they spit upon
his cross,—that they burned their children,—and committed other
atrocities from which the mind recoils with horror, and which could
have been perpetrated only by men as completely abandoned as the
informers themselves. Under the pretence of discovering what degree
of credit might be attached to these accusations the Knights were
extended on the rack till they confessed the crimes with which they
were charged. Several of them, when stretched on this instrument of
agony, made every acknowledgment which their persecutors desired.
But others—retaining that fortitude and contempt of death which they
had exhibited on the field—persisted in denying the accusations, and
proclaimed with their latest breath the innocence of their Order ; and
many of those who had tamely submitted to their persecutors retracted
the ignominious confessions which the rack had extorted, and main-
tained their integrity in the midst of those flames which the barbarous
Philip kindled for their destruction. Fifty-nine of these unhappy men
were burnt alive at Paris by a slow fire; and the same vindictive spirit
was exhibited in the other provinces of France and in the other nations
of Europe. The fortitade which in every country was displayed by
these unfortunate sufferers could have been inspired by innocence alone,

1 [His darling object was to set the power of the monarchy above that of the
church. In his celebrated controversy with Pope Boniface, the Templars had
been on the side of the Holy See. Philip, whose animosity pursued Boniface
even beyond the grave, wished to be revenged on all who had taken his gide :
moreover, the immense wealth of the Templars, which he reckoned on making
his own if he could destroy them, strongly attracted the king, who had already
tasted of the sweets of the spoliation of the Lombards and the Jews; and he
probably also feared the obstacle to the perfect establishment of despotism
which might be offered by a numerous, noble, and wealthy society such as the
Templars formed.—Burnes’s Sketch of the History of the Knight Templars,
pp. 26,27—E.]

3 [8quin de Flexian, who had been a Prior of the Templars, and had been ex-
pelled the Order for heresy and various vices, and Noffo Dei, “ a man,” says
Villani, “ full of all iniquity.”—Burnes’s Sketch, p. 28—E.]
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and is a strong proof that thecir minds were neither so enervated by
indolence, nor their bodies so enfeebled by luxury, as has been generally
Lelieved. The only murmurs which escaped from their lips were those
which expressed their anguish and remorse that they had betrayed in
the hour of pain the interests of their Order, and had confessed them-
selves guilty of crimes unworthy of men and of Templars.

But the scene which_was to complete their ruin and satiate the
vengeance of their enemies was yet to be emacted. Their Grand
Master, Jacques de Molay,! and other dignitaries of the Order, still
survived; and though they had made the most submissive acknowledg-
ments which could have been desired, yet the influence which they had
over the minds of the vulgar, and their connection with many princes of
Europe, rendered thom formidable and dangerous to theirs oppressors.
By the exertion of that influence they might restore union to their
dismembered party, and inspire them with courage to revenge the
marder of their companions; or, by adopting a more cautious method,
they might repel by uncontrovertible proofs the charges for which they
suffered, and by interesting all men in their behalf, they might expose
Philip to the attacks of his own subjects and to the hatred and contempt
of Europe. Aware of the danger to which his character and person
would be exposed by pardoning the survivors, the French Monarch
commanded the Grand Master and his brethren to be led out to a
scaffold erected for the purpose, -and there to confess before the public
the enormities of which their Order had been guilty, and the justice of
the punishment which had been inflicted on their brethren. If they
adhered to their former confessions a full pardon was promised to them,
but if they should persist in maintaining their innocence, they were
threatened with destruction on a pile of wood which the executioners
had erected in their view to awe them into compliance. While the
multitude were standing around in awful expectation, ready from the
words of the prisoners to justify or condemn their king, the veunerable
Molay, with a cheerful and undaunted countenance, advanced in chains
to the edge of the scaffold, and with a firm and impressive tone thus
addressed the spectators :—* It is but just that in this terrible day, and
in the last moments of my life, I lay open the iniquity of falsehood, and
make truth to triumph. I declare then, in the face of heaven and earth,
and I confess to my eternal shame and confusion, that I have committed

1 [Jacques de Molay was elected Grand Master in the year 1297, and was the
second elevated to that dignity after the expulsion of the Christians from the
Holy Land. He was of an ancient family in Besangon, Franche Campté, and
entered the Order in the year 1265.—Burnes’s Sketch, p. 27, note.—E.]
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the greatest of crimes; but it has been only in acknowledging those
that have been charged with so much virulence upon an Order which
truth obliges me to pronounce innocent. [ made the first declaration
they required of me only to suspend the excessive tortures of the rack,
and mollify those that made me endure them. I am semsible what
torments they prepare for those that have courage to revoke such a
confession ; but the horrible sight which they present to my eyes is'not
capable of making me confirm one lie by another. On a eondition so
infamous as that I freely renounce life, which is already but too odious to
me, for what would it avail me to prolong a few migerable days when
1 must owe them only to the blackest of calumnies.” ! In consequence
of this manly revocation, the Grand Master and his companions were
hurried into the flames, where they retained that contempt of death
which they had exhibited on former occasions in the field. This
mournful scene extorted tears from the most abandoned of the people.
Four valiant knights, whose charity and valour had procured them the
gratitude and applause of mankind, suffering without fear the most
eruel and ignominious death, was indeed a spectacle well calculated to
excite emotions of pity in the hardest hearts; and whatever opinion we
may entertain concerning the character of that unhappy Order, every
mind of sensibility will compassionate their fate, and denounce the
inhuman policy of Philip the Fair. '

From this short and imperfect account of the origin, progress, and dis-
solution of the Knight Templars, the reader will be enabled to under-
stand the merits of the question respecting their innocence, which it is
necessary here to consider. The opinions of cotemporary writers were
too much influenced by party spirit and religious zeal to merit any re-
gard in this investigation. All those writers,® however, who are gene-
rally deemed impartial, and who were in no respect interested either in
their condemnation or acquittal, have without hesitation pronounced
them innocent of the charges imputed to them, and ascribed their destruc-
#ton to the avarice and private resentment of Philip. In the decision of
these historians the public had in general acquiesced till their sentiments
were unsettled by the bold pretensions and the sophistical reasoning of
Barruel. This writer has charged upon them all those crimes with
which their enemies had formerly loaded them. He has attempted to
justify the severity of the French king, and bas reproached, with the
bitterest invective, the Society of Free Masons, because they were once

1 Histoire de Chevaliers Hospitaliers de Saint Jean de Jerusalem, par Abbé
Vertot, tom. 11, pp. 101, 102.
3 Among these we may reckon Hume,-—History of England, vol. 11, p. 373;
Heury,—History of Britain, vol. yur ; and Vertot, ut supra.
3
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connected with a Fraternity which, in his opinion, was so wicked and
profane. While we endeavour, therefore, to defend the Templars against
these recent calumnies, we shall at the same time be maintaining the
respectability of our own Order by vindicating its members from that
imputed depravity which, according to Barruel, they have inherited from
their fathers,

In order to form an impartial judgment respecting any sentence which
has been passed without proper evidence, either against individuals or
associations, it is necessary to be acquuinted with the motives and
character of the accusers, and with the benefits which might accrue to
them and the judges by the punishment or liberation of the accused. In
the case before us the latter had been disgraced and imprisoned by the
former. Sordid and private motives actuated their chief prosccutor and
judge, and many rival Orders, who had been languishing in obscurity
and indigence, propagated with assiduity slanderous accusations, in
the hope of sharing in thoso ample possessions and that public favour
which had been acquired by the superior abilities of the Templars. To
all ranks of men, indeed, the veneration which their name inspired
was an object of envy. Their revenues were calculated to create
uneasiness in a covetous mind, and the remarkable regularity of their
conduct was no small incitement to detraction. Such were the motives
and prospects of their judges and accusers. Let us attend now to the
accusations which were brought against them, and we shall find that
these could scarcely come under the cognizance of law, as their pretended
crimes were committed against themselves and not against society. Did
they perpetrate murder upon any of their fellow~citizens? This was
never laid to their charge. Did they purloin any man's treasures? Of
theft they were never accused. Did they instigate to rebellion the sub-
jects of any Government, or plot destruction against the person of any
king? Under such a character they were never known till Barruel
called them traitors and regicides ; because, forsooth, it was his opinion
that their successors, the Free Masons of France, were accessory to the
murder of their Sovereign. What then were their crimes? It was said
that they burned their own children! And yet an instance was never
adduced in which the child of a Templar had disappeared, and in which
the tenderness of a mother, as certainly would liave happened, remon-
strated against the murder of her infant. They were said to have com-
mitted upon one another the most unnatural of all crimes! And yet no
individual produced a specific instance which he counld corroborate by
indubitable proof. They were accused of insulting the Cross of Christ ;
and yet they had shed their blood in the defence of Hiareligion. Of deeds
like these one may conceive a depraved individual to have been guilty ;
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but to believe that a respectable Fraternity, consisting of thousands of
members, could be capable of such enormities, requires a degree of faith
to which the most credulous will scarcely attain.

Their innocence, and the injustice of Philip, will be still moreapparent
by considering the conduct of the latter, as related even by Barruel.
This writer observes, “ That two men who had been imprisoned for their
crites declared that they had some important discoveries to make con-
cerning the Knight Templars, and that this declaration, though entitled
to little credit, made the king determine on the dissolution of the Order,
and arrest in ene day all the Templars iu his kingdom.”* Here then,
at the very outset, was the most flagrant injustice. > Without summon-
ing a single witness, without examining a single Knight, without con-
sulting a single friend, without even knowing what the important dis-
coveries were which the criminals had to make, the French king deter-
mined on the destruction of an Order whose Grand Master had been his
particular friend, and even the godfather of one of his children.®* This
latter circumstance, indeed, is brought forward by Barruel to justify the
conduct of Philip, because he sacrificed the duties of friendship to the
principles of justice ; but, taken in connection with the other parts of
his conduct, it says little for either the head or the heart of that
unscrupulous monarch.

Such being the premature and precipitate determination of Philip, we
wmay consider the Order as at that time dissolved, and regard all those
examinations, inquiries, confessions, trials, and councils which succeeded,
aa mere phantoms of justice, conjured up by that crafty prince to dazzle
the eyes of his subjects, and sanctify the depravity of his own conduct.
By keeping this circumstance in view, the intelligent reader will be
enabled to understand the minute though sometimes contradictory details
of historians respecting the trial and confessions of the Templars ; and,
notwithstanding the veil of justice with which the judges attempted to
cover their proceedings, he will be aided in developing those detest-
able principles npon which their trial was conducted, and the despicable
motives which induced Clement the Fifth to partake in the guilt of
Philip the Fair.

The most formidable, and indeed the only plausible argument by
which Barruel supports his opinions, is drawn from the confessions of
the Templars. He maintains that these were free from compulsion, and
that no set of men could be 8o base as to accuse their Brethren of crimes
of which they believed them to be entirely innocent. But the fallacy
of his reasoning will manifest itself npon the slightest reflection. It is
a curious, though unquestionable fact, that when an avowal must be

1 Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. i, p. 364. $ Jbid. vol. 11, p. 366.




36 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

made, men are more ready to accuse themselves of actions of which
they have never been guilly than to confess those which they have
actually committed. Such as have attended to the operation of their
own minds, particularly in the earlier part of life, will acquiesce in this
extraordinary truth; and those who have not had occasion to observe
it, will find, upon cousideration, that it is consonant to the constitution
of the human mind. When a man confesses himself guilty of a crime
which he has really perpetrated, he is exposed not only to the reproaches
of his own conscience but to those of the world, and should he at any
time retract his confeesions he must be aware that every subsequent
inquiry would only confirm the truth of his first deposition. But when
a man, from a principle of fear, acknowledges the trath of accusations
with which be is unjustly charged, a sense of his integrity and inno-
cence supports him under the opprobrium of the world ; he is conscious
that his character will be vindicated by every investigation, and that
the confessions which he has made may at any time be proved to kave
been the offspring of necessity. Such undoubtedly were the feelings by
which the Templars were actuated. Convinced that the crimes which
they were required to acknowledge were of such an unnatural kind that
they could never be imputed to them by any reasonable man, they
yielded to the solicitations of their persecutors, in the well-grounded
assurance that future inquiry would remove the stain which the irresist-
ible desire of self-preservation had prompted them to throw upon their
character. From this very ocounsideration indeed, namely, from the
nature of the crimes charged upon them, many eminent historians have
maintained their innocence. But were we egen to allow, with Barruel,
in opposition to all history, that their avowals were entirely voluntary,
we would from that circumstance, by an application of the principles
already laid down, prove not the guilt but the innocence of the Order.
It is not, however, upon speculative principles alone that we can
account for their confessions and subsequent recantations. There are
fortunately some historical facts which furnish a rational explanation of
their conduct, but which Barruel, either from ignorance or design, has
totally overlooked. About the commencement of the persecution,
Molay, the Grand Master, had been examined at Paris. From the
causes which we have already explained, but particularly -from a
dread of those torments to which an obstinate avowal of his inno-
cence would expose him, he made every confession which his perse-
cutors demanded ; and at the same time he transmitted circular letters
to an immense number of his Brethren, requesting them to make the
-same confessions with himself,' for it was only by submissive conduct

! Histoire de Chevaliers Hospitaliers, par Abbé Vertot, tom. 11, p. 86.
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that they could hope to disarm the fury of their enemies and avert the
blow with which their Order was threatened. Agreeably to the request
of Molay, many of the Templars made the same acknowledgments ; while
others, whose morality was more inflexible, and whose courage was
more undaunted, disdained to do evil that good might come, and perse-
vered uuto death in the avowal of their own innocence and that of their
companions. Molay, however, and those who had followed his example,
soon perceived that though their admissions had protected them from
injury as individuals, they bad nevertheless rather inflamed the rage of
Philip against the Order generally; and being now convinced that their
acknowledgments had produced an effect opposite to what they expected,
they boldly retracted their former avowals, and adopted that intrepid line
of conduct of which we have already given a brief outline. There is
another circumstance connected with this part of our subject which,
though not taken notice of by historians, is well deserving of the reader’s
attention. It is asserted by all cotemporary writers, whether the
friends or adversaries of the Templars, that all those who maintained
their innocence were condemned either to death or to a punishment
equally severe; while all who confessed, and adhered to their confes-
sions, were either completely acquitted, or sentenced to a few days’
fasting and prayer, or a short imprisonment.? It is allowed also by
these historians, and even by Barruel, that a very considerable number
were altogether ignorant of the crimes perpetrated by the others, and
that some who were privy to them were not partakers in their guilt.
In which class, then, are we to rank these innocent men? Among those
who suffered, or among these who were saved? If among the former,
their enemies were guilty of the most flagrant injustice and cruelty in
consuming the innocent on the same pile with the guilty. If among
the latter, they must have been compelled to confess themselves guilty
of crimes of which they were- entirely innocent.

In order to show that the confessions were voluntary and not
extorted, Barruel is obliged to deny facts which are admitted by every
historian.  But lest his readers should not be so sceptical on that point
as himself, he takes care to inform them that the bishops declared that
all those whose confessions were extorted by the rack should be regarded
as innocent, and that no Templar should be subject to it : That Clement
the Fifth rather favoured them, and that he sent the most venerable
persons to interrogate those whose age and infirmities prevented them
from appearing before him. But who, pray, were those aged and infirm
Templars to whom Clement is 8o compassionate? Were they men who

! Some of them even received pensions for their confessions. Vertot, tom.
1, p. 91.



3s THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

were smarting under diseases inflicted by the hand of Providemoe f
Were they men whose aged limbs were unfit for the fatigues of & journey,
or whose grey hairs had excited the pity of the Roman Pontif?} No!
They were a few undaunted Knights, whom the blood-extorting screws
of their tormentors had tortured and disabled, whose flesh had been
lacerated on the rack, and whose bones had been disjointed or broken
on the wheel. These are the men who, in the language of the above
writer, were prevented by their age and infirmities from travelling to
Poictiers, or who, in the more simple style of the Pope himself, were
unable to ride on horseback, or to bear any other method of conveyance
whatsoever. Such was that mildness of Clement which Barruel applauds |
And sach too, we may add, is the integrity of Barruel.

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the character of our ancestors
from the accusations of their enemies, it is necessary to make a few
remarks respecting the ceremonial observances which are attributed to
them and their posterity by the author of the Memoirs of Jacobinism.
But this, our oppenents well know, is ground on which Free Masons
are probibited to enter by the rules of their Order. It is here, couse-
quently, that the most numerous, and apparently the most suocessful
attacks have been made, for we can be provided with no means of
defence without laying open the mysteries of the Fraternity. Conacious
of the disadvantages under which we labour, our adversaries have
invented the most frightful and foolish ceremonies, and imposed them
upon the world as those of Free Masonry; among these may be
reckoned those rites and oaths which Barruel ascribes to the Templars
and their posterity, but which, we solemuly aver, have no connection
with either the one or the other; and were we permitted to divulge
the whole of our ritual system, many who have duped the public
by deceitful information would stand abashed at their conduct, while
others who have confided therein would be astenished at the extent
of their credulity. Then might Free Masons defy, as they have
done on every other point, the fabrications of the malicious and
the conjectures of the ignorant; then, too, might they mock at the
ingenuity of the wise. But as they are bound to preserve from public
view the rites of their Order, it is highly disingenuous to asesil them in
a quarter where resistance is impossible, and where every unprincipled
man may triumph with impunity. Is not this to assassinate an enemy
with his hands tied behind his back ? Is not this to reproach a foe who
is deprived of the power of reply ?

But there is another important consideration which, while it points
out in & more striking manner the disingenuity of such conduct, should
at the same time incite the candid inquirer to reject every calumny
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against secret associations, arising from reports concerning their rites
and ceremonies. If ever the secrets of Free Masonry were betrayed
they must have been betrayed by men who were completely destitute of
religious principle, who paid no respect to those ties which unite the
members of civil as well as secret associations ; who, in short, neither
feared God nor regarded man. Suppose then that a person pretending
to be a Free Mason offered to communicate either to an individual or to
the public the rites and ceremonies of his Order. What degree of credit
should men of probity attach to the information which they might in
this way receive? A person addresses them under the character of a
perjurer, offering to violate the most solemn engagements, and to divulge
mysteries which have been concealed for ages. He may give them accu-
rate information, or he may not. If the secrets which he offers to betray
have been hitherto unknown, there is no possible method of ascer-
taining the truth of his deposition, and it is rather to be suspected that
he will dupe his hearers by a fictitious narrative than trample upon an
engagement guarded by the most awful sanctions. He might indeed
confirm by an oath the truth of his asseveration, but as he must have
violated an oath equally solemn, no man of sense will give him the
slightest credit. But granting that he really divulges the rites and
ceremonies of Free Masonry, it is either clear that he has not under-
stood their true import, or at least that they have made no impression
upon his mind ; and it is almost certain, therefore, that from ignorance or
misapprehension of their meaning, he will exhibit under an aspect cal-
culated to excite ridicule, that which, if properly explained, would com-
mand respect. If, then, it be so difficult for the uninitiated to discover
those secrets, and still more so to ascertain their signification if they
should discover them, what must we think of those who open their ears
to every slanderous tale against Free Masons, which unprincipled indi-
viduals may impose upon their credulity? What must we think of
those who reproach and vilify us upon the doubtful statements of cunning
and interested men? We appeal to the impartial reader if they are not
equally base with the informers themselves.

Such are some of the considerations by which we would attempt to
repel those charges and distorted facts with which Barruel has calum-
niated the character and disfigured the history of the Templars. They
will be sufficient, we hope, to remove those erroneous impressions which
the perusal of the Memoirs of Jacobinism may have left upon the reader’s
mind ; but although we have adopted the opinion of those who maintain
their innocence, we cannot coincide with them in believing that, as indi-
viduals, they were totally exempt from blame. They were possessed
of the same corrupted nature, and influenced by the same passions as
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their fellow-men, and were unquestionably exposed to stronger and more
numerous temptations. Some of them, therefore, may bave been guilty
of crimes, and these, too, of an sggravated kind, which by a strange
though not uncommon mistake, may have been transferred to their
Order. But it was never proved that they were traitors, child-mur-
derers, regicides, and infidels. A certain class of historians, indeed,

have imputed to them such iniquities, and when nnable to establish their
assertions have fixed upon them the more probable charges of drunken-
ness and debauchery. But amidst all these accusations we hear nothing
of that valour which first raised them to pre-eminence ; nothing of that
charity and beneficence which procured them the respect of cotemporaries ;
nothing of that fortitude and patience which most of them exhibited
ou the rack and in the flames. In their case it has been too true that

The evil which men do lives after them ;
The good is oft interred with their bones.

But allowing them to be as guilty as their enemies have represented,
upon what principles of sound reasoning or common semse does
Barruel transfer their guilt to the Fraternity of Free Masons? Is it
absolutely necessary that the son should_inherit the bodily diseases and
the mental debility of his forefathers ? or is it fair that one Order, pro-
posing to itself the same object, and instituted upon the same principles
a8 another, should be charged also with the same crimes? Certainly
not. If virtue and vice were hereditary gualities we might arrogate to
ourselves much honour from'our connection with the Templars ; but as
we have not been applanded for their virtues, we should not be re-
proached for their crimes. But the reasoning of Barruel is asrepugnant
to the dictates of experience as it is to those of common sense. Were not
the inhabitants of England at one period fanatics, rebels, and regicides ?
But where now is the Nation that is more liberal in its religion and more
steady in its loyalty! Did not the French at one time torture, burn,
and massacre their fellow-citizens, from the fury of their religious zeal
and the strength of their attachment to the Catholic communion? Bat
what Nation is at present less influenced by religious principles, and less
attached to the Church of Rome ! Did not the rulers of France at one
time torment and assassinate hundreds of the Templars because they
deemed them infidels, traitors, and regicides? And have we not seen,
in these latter days, the rulers of France themselves iufidels, traitors, and
regicides! If, however, the impartial reader should upon farther
inquiry give credit to the guilt of the Templars, in order to remove the
imputed stain which has been transferred to Free Masons it may be

sufficient to address him in the words of the poet,
Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis.
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About the time of the Knight Templars, Chivalry had attained its
highest perfection. It had its existence indeed prior to this period, but
a8 it continued to influence the minds of men long after the destruction
of that Order, we have deferred its consideration till the present stage of
our history. When it made its first appearance the moral and political
condition of Europe was in every respect deplorable. The religion of
Jesus existed only in name. A degrading superstition had usurped its
place, threatening rain to the reneon and the dignity of man. The
political rights of the lower orders were sacrificed to the interests of the
higher. War was carried on with a degree of savage cruelty, equalled
only by the sanguinary countentions of beasts of prey,—no clemency
was shown to the vanquished,—no humanity to the captive. The
female sex were sunk below their natural level, were doomed to the
most laborious occupations, and were deserted and despised by the very
scx on whose protection and sympathy they have so natural a claim.
To remedy these disorders, a few intelligent and pions men formed an
association whose members obligated themselves to defend the Christian
religion, to practise its’ morals, to protect widows and orphans, and to
decide judicially, and not by arms, the disputes that might arise about
their goods or effects. It was from this body undoubtedly that chivalry
arose,’ and not, as some think, from the public investiture with arms,
which was customary among the ancient Germans. But whatever was
its origin, it prodaced a considerable change in the opinions and customs
of society. It conld not indeed eradicate that ignorance and depravity
which engendered those evils that we have already enumerated. It
softened however the ferocity of war. It restored woman to that
honourable rank which she now possesses, and which at all times she
was entitled to hold. It inspired those sentiments of generosity, sym-
pathy, and friendship which have contributed so much to the civilization
of the world, and introduced that principle of honour which, though far
from being a landable motive to action, often checks the licentious when
moral and religious considerations would make no impression upon their
minds. Snch was its origin, and such the blessings which it imparted.
That it was a branch of Free Masonry may be inferred from a variety
of considerations,—from the consent of those who have made the deepest
researches into the one, and who were intimately acquainted with the
spirit, rites, and ceremonies of the other. They were both ceremonial
institations, and important precepts were communicated to the members
of each for the regulation of their conduct as men and as brethren. Its
ceremonies, like those of Free Masonry, though unintelligible to the

1 Bontainvilliers on the Ancient Parliaments of France, Letter 5 ; quoted in
Brydson’s Summary View of Heraldry, pp. 24, 25, 26.
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vulgar, were always symbolical of some important truthe. The object
of both Societies was the same, and the members bound themselves by
an oath to promote it with ardour and zeal. In chivalry there were also
different degrees of honour through which the youth were obliged to
pass before they were invested with the dignity of knighthood ; and the
Knights, like Free Masons, were formed into Fraternities or Orders,
distinguished by different appellations.?

From these circumstances of resemblance we do not mean to infer that
Chivalry was Free Masonry under another name, we mean ouly to show
that the two were intimately connected ; that the former took its origin
from the latter, and borrowed from it not only some of its ceremonial
observances but the leading features and the general outline of its con-
stitution. These points of similarity, indeed, are in some cases so striking
that several learned men have affirmed that Free Masonry wus a secondary
Order of Chivalry, and derived its origin from the usages of that institu-
tion ;* but by what process of reasoning these authors arrive at this
conclusion it is impossible to conjecture. The only argument which
they adduce is the similarity of the institutions; but they do not con-
sider that this proves with equal force that Free Masonry is the parent
of Chivalry. We have already shown that there were many secret
societies among the ancients, particularly that of the Dionysian architects,
which resembled Free Masonry in everything but the name; and it
requires no proof that this brotherhood arose many hundred years before
the existence of chivalry. If then there are points of resemblance
between the institution we have been comparing, we must consider
Free Masonry as the fountain and Chivalry only as the stream. The
one was adapted to the habits of intelligent artists, and could flourish
only in times of civilization and peace ; the other was accommodated to
the dispositions of a martial age, and could exist only in seasons of
ignorance and war. With these observations, indeed, the history of both
societies entirely corresponds. In the enlightened ages of Greece and
Rome, when Chivalry was unknown, Free Masonry flourished under the
saaction of government and the patronage of intelligeut men. But during
the reign of Gothic ignorance and barbarity which followed the destruc-
tion of Imperial Rome, Free Masonry languished in obscurity, while
Chivalry succeeded in its place, and proposed to accomplish the same
object by different means, which, though more rough and violent, were
better suited to the manners of the age. And when science and litera-

1 Brydson’s Summary View of Heraldry, passim.

? Chevalier Ramsay. Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 39. Leyden’s
Preliminary. Dissertation to the Complaynt of Scotland, pp. 67, 71; and the
Preface to the sixth edition of Guillim’s Display of Heraldry.

N



THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY. 43

ture revived in Europe, and scattered those clouds of ignorance and
barbariem with which she had been overshadowed, Chivalry decayed
along with the manners that gave it birth, while Free Masonry arose
with increasing splendoar, and advanced with the same pace as civiliza-
tion and refinement. The connection between them is excellently
exemplified in the Knight Templars. It is well known that this was
an Order of Chivalry, and that the members thereof performed its cere-
monies and were influenced by its precepts; and we know that they
were also initiated into the mysteries, regulated by the maxims, and
practised the rites of Free Masonry.! But though they then existed in
a double capacity, it must be evident to all who study their history that
their Masonic character chiefly predominated ; and that they deduced
the name of their institution and their external observances from the
usages of chivalry to conceal from the Roman Pontiff their primary
object, and to hold their secret meetings free from suspicion or alarm.
About this time, indeed, the Church of Rome sanctioned the Fraternity
of Operative Masons, and allowed them to perform their ceremonies
without molestation or fear. But this clemency, as we have already
observed, was a matter of necessity ;* and the same interested motive
which prompted his Holiness to patronise that trading association, could
never influence him to countenance the duplicity of the Templars, or
permit them to exist in their Masonic capacity. It was the discovery,
indeed, of their being Free Masons, of their assembling secretly, and
performing ceremonies to which no stranger was admitted, that occa-
sioned those calamities which befel them. _It will no doubt appear
surpriging to some readers that such zealous defenders of the Catholic
religion should practise the observances of & body which the Church of
Rome has always persecuted with the bitterest hostility. But their
surprise will cease, when they are informed that about the middle of the
eighteenth century, when Free Masonry was prohibited in the Eccle-
siastical States by a papal bull, the members of the Romish church
adopted the same plan, and, being firmly attached to the principles and
practice of the Fraternity, established what they called a new associa~
tion, into which they professed to admit none but zealous abettors of the
papal hierarchy. In this manner, by flattering the pride of the church
they eluded its vigilance, and preserved the spirit of Free Masonry by
merely changing its name, and professing to make it subservient to the
intereets of the Pontificate.

Before leaving this subject, it may be interesting to some readers, and
necessary for the satisfaction of others, to show in what manuer the
Knight Templars became depositaries of the Masonic mysteries. We

1 Yide pp. 29, 30, supra. 3 Vide pp. 27, 28, supra.
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have already seen that almost all the secret associations of the ancients
either flourished or originated in Syria and the adjacent countries. It
was here that the Dionysian artists, the Essenes, and the Kasideans
arose. KFrom this country also came several members of the trading
community of Masons which appeared in Europe during the dark
ages ;' and we are assured that notwithstanding the unfavoarable con-
dition of that province, there exists at this day oue of these Syriac
Fraternities on Mount Libanus.” As the Order of the Knight Templars
therefore was originally formed in Syria, and existed there for a con-
siderable time, it is no improbable supposition that they received their
Masonic knowledge from the Lodges in that quarter. But in this case
we are fortunately not left to conjecture, as we are expresely informed
by a foreign author® who was well acquainted with the history and
customs of Syria, that they were actually members of the Syriac
Fraternities.

1 Mr Clinch, who appears not to have been acquainted with this fact,
supposes that Free Masonry was introduced into Europe by means of the
Gypsies. Anthologia Hibernica for April 1794, There was such an intimate
conoection between Asia and Europe in the time of the Crasades, that the
customs and manners of the one must in some measure havo been transferred
to the other.

* Anthologia Hibernica for April 1794,

3 Adler de Drusis Montis Libani.—Rome 1786.
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CHAPTER IIL

PROGRESS OF FREE MASONRY IN BRITAIN.—INTRODUCED INTO SCOTLAND.
— CAUBES OF ITS DECLINE.—HISTORY OF IN THE REIGN OF HENRY
V1. — HISTORY OF IN SBCOTLAND FROM JAMES I. TO VI.—OFFICE OF
HEREDITARY GRAND MASTER CONFERRED UPON THE ST CLAIRS OF
ROSLIN.—RESIGNATION OF BY WILLIAM ST CLAIR IN 1736.

Havine compared Freo Masonry with those Secret Associations which
arose during the dark ages, let us now direct our attention to its pro-
gress in Britain after it was extinguished in the other kingdoms of the
Continent. We have already seen that a trading Fraternity of Free
Masons existed in Europe during the middle ages,—that many special
favours were conferred upon.them by the Roman See,—that they had
the exclusive privilege of erecting those magnificent buildings which
were reared by the pride of the Church of Rome, and endowed by the
misguided zeal of its members,—that several Masons travelled into
Scotland about the beginning of the twelfth century, and imported into
that country the principles and ceremonies of their Order,—and we
have accounted for the preservation of this association in Britain after
its total dissolution on the Continent.?

1 In addition to the reasons already given, another might have been adduced,
which without doubt operated very powerfully in the preservation of Free
Masonry in Britain. The first Lodges in this country were certainly eom-
posed of foreigners, who, when the patronage of the Church was with-
drawn from them, were probably unable or unwilling to undergo the danger
and expense of returning to their homes by sea. The Lodges of which they
undoubtedly were the leading members would on this account continue in a
more flourishing condition, as the foreign members would find it their interest
to connect themselves with the inhabitants by the ties of a Brother-Mason,
when they had no claim npon their affections as fellow-countrymen. But the .
case wasquite different with Continental Lodges, which were entirely com-
posed of artists from every country on the Continent, for when the Church of
Rome had no farther occasion for their services they would return to their
respective homes, and Free Masonry would soon decay when her supporters
were dispersed and her Lodges forsaken.
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That Free Masonry was introduced into Scotland by those architects
who built the Abbey of Kilwinning is evident, not only from those
authentic documents by which the existence of the Kilwinning Lodge
has been traced back as far as the end of the fifteenth cemtury, but by
other collateral arguments which amount almost to a demonstration. In
every country where the temporal and spiritual jurisdiction of the Pope
was acknowledged, there was a continual demand, particularly during
the twelfth century, for religious structures, and consequently for opera-
tive Masons, proportionate to the piety of the inhabitants and the
opulence of their ecclesiastical establishment ; and there was no kingdom
in Europe where the zeal of the inhabitants for Popery was more ardent
—the kings and nobles more liberal to the clergy—or the Church more
richly endowed than in Scotland.' The demand, therefore, for elegant
cathedrals and ingenious artists must have been proportionably greater
here than in other countries, and that demand could be supplied only
from the trading associations on the Continent. When we consider, in
addition to these facts, that this Society monopolized the building of all
the religious edifices in Christendom, we are authorised to conclude that
those numerous and elegant ruins, which still adorn various parts of Scot-
land, were erected by foreign Masons who introduced into this island
the customs of their Order.

It was probably about this time also that Free Masonry was intro-
duced into England ; but whether the English received it from the
Scotch masons at Kilwinning, or from other Brethren who had arrived
from the Continent, there is no method of determining. The Fraternity
in England, however, maintain that St Alban, the proto-martyr, was the
first who brought Masonry to Britain, about the end of the third cen-
tury; that the Brethren received a chartor from King Athelstane, and
that his brother Edwin summoned all the Lodges to meet at York, which
formed the first Grand Lodge of England. But these are merely asser- -
tions, not only incapable of proof from authentic history, but incon-
sistent also with several historical events which rest upon indubitable
evidence.* In support of these opinions, indeed, it is alleged that no
other Lodge has laid claim to greater antiquity than that of the Grand
Lodge at York, and that its jurisdiction over the other Lodges in
England has been invariably acknowledged by the whole Fraternity.
But this argument only proves that York was the birth-place of Free

1 The Church possessed above one-half of the property in the kingdom.
Robertson’s History of Scotland, Books 11 and 111,

% A.p. 926. Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry, p. 148. Smith’s Use and
Abuse of Free Masonry, p. 51. Free Masons’ Kalendar, 1778.

3 Dr Plot’s Natural History of Staffordshire, chap. v, pp. 316-318.
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Masonry in England. It brings no additional evidence in sapport of
the improbable stories about St Alban, Athelstane, and Edwin. If the
antiquity of Free Masonry in Britain can be defended only by the
invention of silly and uninteresting stories, it does not deserve to be
defended at all. Those who invent and propagate such tales do mnot
surely consider that they bring discredit upon their Order by the warmth
of their zeal ; and that, by supporting what is false, they deter thinking
men from believing what is true.

After the establishment of the Kilwinning and York Lodges the
principles of Free Masonry were rapidly diffused throughout both king-
doms, and several Lodges were erected in different parts of the island.
As all these derived their authority and existence from the two Mother
Lodges, they were likewise under their jurisdiction and control; and
when any differences arose which were connected with the art of build-
ing, they were referred to the general meetings of the Fraternity, which
were always held at Kilwinning and York. In this manner Free
Masonry flourished for a time in Britain when it was completely
abolished in every other part of the world. But even here it was
doomed to suffer a long and serious decline, and to experience those
alternate successions of advancement and decay which mark the history
of every human institution. And though, during several centuries after
its importation into this country, the Brethren held their public assem-
blies, aud were sometimes prohibited from meeting by the interference
of the legislature, it can scarcely be said to have attracted general
attention till the beginning of the seveuteenth century. The causes of
this remarkable obstruction to its progress are by no means difficult to
discover. In consequence of the important privileges which the Order
received from the Church of Rome, many chose the profession of an
architect, which, though at all times an honourable employment, was
particularly so during the middle ages. On this account the body of
operative Masons increased to such a degree, and the necessity for reli-
gious edifices was so much diminished, that a more than sufficient
number could at any time be procured for supplying the demands of the
Church and of pious individuals. And there being now no scarcity of
architects, the chief reagon which prompted the Charch to protect the
Fraternity no longer existed ; consequently she withdrew from them
that patronage aud those favours which she had spontaneously proflered,
and denied them even the liberty of holding their secret assemblies—
the unalienable privilege of every free-born community. But these were
not the only causes which produced such a striking change in the con-
duct of the Church. We have already mentioned that the spirit of the
Order was hostile to the principles of the Church of Rome. The inten-
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tion of the one was to enlighten the mind, the object and policy of the
other to retain it in ignorance ; when Free Masonry flourished, the power
of the Church must have decayed. The jealousy of the latter, there-
fore, was aronsed ; and as the civil power in England and Scotland was
almost always in the hands of ecclesiastics, the Church and the State
were both combined against the principles and practice of Masonry.
Along with these causes, the domestic and bloody wars which convulsed
the two kingdoms, from the thirteenth to the seventeenth century, con-
spired in a great degree to produce that decline for which we have been
attempting to account.

But notwithstanding these unfavourable circumstances, Free Masonry
seems to bave flourished, and attracted the attention of the public in the
reign of Henry VI, who, when-a minor, ascended the throne of England
in 1422, In the third year of his reign, indeed, the parliament passed
a severe Act against the Fraternity, at the instigation of Henry Bean-
fort, Bishop of Winchester, who was then intrusted with the education
of the young king. It enacted that the Masons should no longer
bold their chapters and annual assemblies,—that those who summoned
them should be considered as felons,—and those who resorted to them
should be fined and imprisoned ;3 but it would appear that this Act
was never put in execution, as a Lodge was held at Canterbury in
the year 1429, under the patronage of the Archbishop himself.* When

" Henry was able to take into his hands the government of his kingdom,
and to form an opinion respecting the use and tendency of the Fraternity,
he not only permitted them to hold their meetings without molestation, but
honoured their Lodges by his presence. Before he was initiated, however,
he seems to have examined with scrupulous care the nature of the insti-
tution, and to have carefully perused the charges and regulations of the
Order as collected from their ancient records. These facts are contained in
a record written in the reign of his successor, Edward IV, and confirmed

1 As a proof of the hostility of the Church of Rome to secret associations
which aimed at the enlightenment of the mind, we mentioned (p. 27, supra,) its
treatment of the Academy of Secrets, instituted in the sixteenth century, for
the advancement of physical science. When a local and temporary institution
thusdrew down the vengeance of the Roman See, what must have been its con-
duct to a Lodge of Free Masons? A farther account of the Academy of Secrets
may be found in Priestley’s History of Vision, vol. 11

3 3 Henry VI, cap. 1, o.p. 1425; vide Ruffhead’s Statutes. Dr Plot’s
Natural History of Staffordshire, chap. vin, p. 318.

3 Manuscript Register of William Molart, Prior of Canterbary, p. 28, enti-
tled “ Liberatio generalis Domini Gulielmi, prioris Ecclesice Christi Cantuarensis, erga
Jestum natalis Domini, 1429.” In this Register are mentioned the names of the
masters, wardcns, and other members of the Lodge.
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by a manuscript in Henry’s own handwriting, which is familiar to every
person who has studied the history of our Order.: This manuscript
consists of questions and answers concerning the nature and tendeacy
of Free Masonry, and seems to be the result of the king’s examination
of some uf the Brethren before he became a member of the Fruternity.
It was first procured from the Bodleian Library by the celebrated Mr
Locke, who transmitted it to the Earl of Pembroke, with several excel-
lent explanatory notes.® In the title it is said to have been faithfully

copied from the handwriting of He;lry VI by John Leland, antiquarian, .

who, according to Mr Locke, was the well-known antiquary of that
name who lived in the sixteenth century, and was appointed by Henry
VIII, at the dissolution of monasteries, to search for and save such
books as were worthy of preservation. As this manuscript was
originally printed at Frankfort, we were led to inquire upon what
grounds the explanatory notes, and the letter to the Earl of Pem-
broke which accompanies them, were believed to be the production of
Mr Locke, when we found- that this had been uniformly taken for
granted by every writer upon the subject, though the circumstance is
not mentioned in the folio edition of his works. The style of the letter,
bhowever, and the acnteness of the annotations, resemble so much that
philosopher’s manner of writing, and the letter is so descriptive of his
real situation at the time it was written, that it is almost impossible to
deny their authenticity. In the letter itself, which is dated 6th May
1696, be remarks that he composed the notes for the sake of Lady
Masham, who was become very fond of Masonry, and that the manu-

! Hitherto we have been careful to bring forward no facts upon the sole
evidence of the Records, or the opinions of Free Masons; such evidence,
indeed, can never satisfy the minds of the uninitiated public. But when these
Records contain facts, the fabrication of which could be of no service to the
Fraternity, they may in that case be entitled to credit; or when facts which
reflect honour upon the Order are confirmed by evidence from another
quarter, the authority of the Record entitles them to a still greater degree of
credit. With respect to the facts mentioned in the text, we have not merely
the authority of the Record and M ript alluded to, but we have proof that
there was no collusion in the case, for the Record is mentioned in the Book of
Constitutions by Dr Anderson, who had neither seen nor heard of the Manu-
script.

? This Manuscript was first printed at Frankfort in 1748, and afterwards re-
printed in the London and Gentleman’s Magazines for 1753. It may be seen
in the lives of Leland, Hearne, and Wood,—Oxford, 1772, vol. 1, pp. 96, 104,
Appendix, No. yur ; Dermott’'s Ahiman Rezon, pp. xxxii-xlii ; and Prestoun’s
Illustrations of Masonry, p. 110, [to which is appended a Glossary of obsolete
words, and an adwirable commentary upon the Manuscript and Mr Locke's
Annotations.—E,]

4
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script had so much excited his own curiosity that he was determined to
enter the Fraternity the next time he went to London, which, he adds,
will be very soon. Now at this time he was residing at Oates, the
conntry seat of Sir Francis Masham, as appears from one of his letters
to Mr Molyneux, dated Oates, 30th March 1696 ; and it appears
that he actually went to London & short time after the 6th of May,
for another letter to the same gentleman is dated London, 2d July
1696.! Notwithstanding these facts, Dr Plot maintains that Free
Masounry was not patronised by Henry VI,* and that those who have
supported a different opinion were ignorant of the laws and chronicles
of their own country. Dr Plot may have been a good chemist and
natural historian, but when our readers hear upon what foundation
he has established his opinion, they will agree with us in thiunking
that he was a bad logician. He observes that an Act was passed in
the king’s minority prohibiting all general assemblies and chapters of
Free Masons, and that as this Act was not repealed till 1562, by 5th
Elizabeth, cap. 4, it was impossible that Free Masonry could be patron-
ised in the same reign in which it was prohibited. The fact is, that the
Act was not repealed by 5th Elizabeth, cap. 4, which does not contain a
single word about Free Masons. If Dr Plot’s argument therefore proves
any thing, it would prove that Free Masonry has not been patronised
since the reign of Henry VI, for that Act has never yet been repealed.
But supposing that it was repealed, the prohibitory statute in Henry's
reign might never have been put in execution, as very often happens ;
and Dr Plot himself remarks, that the Act 5th Elizabeth was not
observed. It is plain, therefore, that instead of being impossible, it is
highly probable that King Henry patronised the Fraternity. When
they were persecuted by his parliament he was only three years of age,
and could neither approve nor disapprove of its sentence ; and it was
very natural that when he came to the years of maturity he should
undo what his parliament had dishonourably done.

While Free Masonry was flourishing in England under the auspices
of Henry VI, it was at the same time patronised in our own country by
James I. By the authority of this monarch every Grand Master who
was chosen by the Brethren, either from the nobility or clergy, and
approved of by the Crown, was entitled to an annual revenue of four
pounds Scots from each Master Magon, and likewise to a fee at the
initiation of every new member. He was empowered to adjust any
differences that might arise among the Brethren, and to regulate those
affairs connected with the Fraternity which it was improper to bring

! Locke’s Works, folio, vol. 1.
% Natural Hislory of Staffordshire, cap. viii, p. 318.
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under the cognizance of the courts of law. The Grand Master also
appointed Deputies or Wardens, who resided in the chief towns of
Scotland, and managed the concerns of the Order, when it was incon-
venient to appeal to the Grand Master himself.*

In the reign of James II, the office of Grand Master was granted by
the Crown to William St Clair, Earl of Orkney and Caithness, Baron of
Roslin, founder of the much admired chapel of Roslin. On acoount of
the attention which this nobleman paid to the interests of the Order, and
the rapid propagation of the royal art under his administration, the king
made the office of Grand Master hereditary to his heirs and successors in
the barony of Roslin ; in which family it continued till the institution
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The Barons of Roslin, as hereditary
Grand Masters of Scotland, held their principal annual meetings at
Kilwinning, the birth-place of Scotch Masonry, while the Lodge of
that village granted constitutions and charters of erection to those
Brethren who were anxious that regular Lodges should be formed in
different parts of the kingdom. These Lodges all held of the Lodge of
Kilwinning, and in token of their respect and submission joined to
their own name that of their Mother Lodge, from whom they derived
their existence as a corporation. *

During the succeeding reigns Free Masonry still progressed, though
little reliable information can be procured respecting the particular
state of the Fraternity.’ In the Privy Seal Book of Scotland however,
there is a letter by King James VI, dated at ¢ Halyruidhouse, 25th
September 1590,” granting “ to Patrick Copland of Udaught,” the right
of “using and exercising the office of ¢ Wgrdanrie’ over the art and craft
of Masonrie, over all the boundis of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine ;
to had wardan and justice courls within the said boundis, and there to
minister justice.” ¢ This letter confirms what has been already said

1 Yide Appendix, No. II.

2 Such as Canongate Kilwinning ; Glasgow Kilwinning, &o., &ec.

3 [Although we have no direct evidence on the point, we may reasonably
conclade that during the reign of James III the Craft enjoyed considerable
prosperity. The passionate attachment of that Monarch for magnificent build-
ings and the Fine Arts, the favours he bestowed upon Cochrane, his architect,
and the encouragement he gave to artists generally, make the supposition
amount almost to a certainty. The tastes of his successor lying in fortification
and gunnery, great numbers of forts and strongholds were erected in his
reign ; whilst under James V, a prince far in advance of his age, the royal
art was not likely to decline. Moreover, our hypothesis is borne out from the
fact, that notwithstanding the feuds and commotions during Mary’s time, the
Fraternity were in a position to elect their own Grand Master when James VI
uoendt;d the English Throne.—E.]

¢ Privy Seal Book of Scotland, 61, folio 47.
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concerning the state of Masonry in Scotland, as it proves beyond dispute
that the kings nominated the office-bearers of the Order; that these
Provincial Masters, or Wardens as they were then called, administered
justice in every dispute which concerned the ¢ art and craft of Masonrie ;”
that Lodges were established in all parts of the realm, even in those
remote, and at that time uncivilised counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and
Kincardine ; and it completely overturns the assertion of Dr Robison,
who maintains! that Elias Ashmole is the only distinct and unequivocal
instance of & person being admitted into the Fraternity who was not an
architect by profession. ¥

The mioutes of The Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary’s Chapel, No. 1,
which is the oldest Lodge in Edinburgh, extend as far back as the year
. 1598, but as they only contain the ordinary proceedings of the Lodge,
we can derive from them no definite information respecting the condition
of the Fraternity. It appears, however, from these minutes, that
Thomas Boswell, Esq. of Auchinleck, was made a Warden of the Lodge
in the year 1600 ; and that the Honorable Robert Momay, Quarter-
master-General to the army in Scotland, was created a Master Mason in
1641. These facts are deserving of notice, as they show, in opposition
to Dr Robison, that persons were early admitted into the Order who
were not professional architects.

When James VI ascended the throne of England, he appears to have
neglected his right of nominating the office-bearers of the craft. In
Hay'’s Manuscript, in the Advocates’ Library, there are two charters
granted by the Scotch Masons, appointing the St Clairs of Roslin their
hereditary Grand Masters. The first of these is without & date, but
signed by several Masons, who appoint William St Clair of Roslin,
his heirs and successors, their “ patrons and judges.”*® The other is in
some measure a ratification of the first, and dated 1680, in which they
appoint Sir William St Clair of Roslin, his heirs and successors, to be

1 Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 21.

3 [Elias Ashmole the learned Antiquarian, and founder of the Ashmolean
Museum at Oxford, was initiated into the Order at Warrington, Lancashire, in
October 1646. His diligent inquiries into its origin and history, and his fre-
quent attendance at the meetings for the long period of nearly half a century,
evidence the interest he took in the affairs of the Fraternity.—He was born at
Lichfield in 1617, and died at South Lambeth in 1692, in the 76th year of his
age—E.]

3 Vide Appendix, No. 1.

¢ [This date has been generally given, and is that which appears in the
copy of the Charter in Hay’s MSS. in the Advocates’ Library, but on refer-
ence to the Books of the Lodge of Edinburgh at that period, it would appear
to have been executed between 1626 and 1628, these being the years during
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their ¢ patrons, protectors, and overseers, in all time coming.”! In the
first of these deeds, which seems to have been written a little after the
union of the Crowns, it is stated that the want of a protector for some
years had engendered many corruptions among the Masons, and had
considerably retarded the progress of ‘the craft ; and that the appoint-
ment of William St Clair, Esq. was with the advice and consent of
William Shaw, Master of Work to his Majesty.® After presiding over
the Order for many years, William St Clair went to Ireland, where be
continued a considerable time ; and in consequence of his departure the
second clarter was granted to his son, Sir William St Clair, investing
him with the same power which his father enjoyed. It should also be
remarked that in both these decds the appointment by James II of
William St Clair, Earl of Orkney and Caithness, to the office of Grand
Master, is spoken of as a fact well known and universally admitted.
These observations will place in a clear point of view what must have
hitherto appeared a great inconsistency in the History of Scotch Masonry.
In the deed by which William St Clair, Esq. of Roslin, resigned the office
of hereditary Grand Master in 1736, it is stated that his auncestors,
William and Sir William St Clair of Roslin, were constitated patrons of
the Fraternity by the Scotch Masons themselves,® while it is well
known that the grant of hereditary Grand Master was originally made
by James II to their ancestor, William St Clair, Earl of Orkney and
Cuithness. But when we consider that James VI, by neglecting to exer-
cise his power virtually transferred to the craft the right of electing
their office-bearers, the inconsistency diesappears, as Mr St Clair and his
predecessors held their oftice from the date of these charters by the
appointment of the Fraternity itself. Lest any of his posterity however,
after his resignation, might lay claim to the office of Grand Master on
the ground that this office was bequeathed to them by the grant of
James II to the Earl of Caithness and his heirs,—he renounces not only
the right to the office which he derived frum the Brethren, but any right:

which William Wallace, who subscribes the Charter as Deacon of The Edin-
burgh Masons, acted in that capacity. Introduction to the Laws and Constitu-
tious of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 1848.—E.]

1 Vide Appendix, No. II.

3 [A brief Memoir of William S8chaw, who occupied so prominent a position
amongst Masons, will be found in the Laws and Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge of 8cotland, Appendix Q 2, p. 113; he was born in 1550, and filled the
Office of “ Maister of Wark ” from 1584 to 1602. A very curious document,
entitled “ The Statutis and Ordinanceis to be obseruit be all the Maister-
Maissounis within this Realme,” prepared by him in 1598, and bearing his signa-
ture, will be found in Appendix, No. VI.—E.]

* The Deed of Resignation is inserted at full length in Chapter vi1, infru.



54 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

also, which, as a descendant of the Earl of Caithness, he could claim
from the grant aforesaid.

Notwithstanding the civil commotions which disturbed Britain in the
seventeenth century, Free Masoury advanced in Scotland under the
auspices of the St Clairs of Roslin, though no particular event worthy of
notice occurred during that time, or even during the remainder of the
century. The annual assemblies were still held at Kilwinning, and
many charters and constitutions were granted by the Lodge there for
the erection of Daughter Lodges in different parts of the kingdom.

In the year 1736, William St Clair, Esq. of Roslin, who was then
Grand Master of Scotland, was under the necessity of disponing his
estate, and as he had no children of his own, he was anxious that the
office of Grand Master should not be vacant at his death. Having there-
fore assembled the Lodges in Edinburgh and neighbourhood, he repre-
sented to them the utility that would accrue to the Order by having a
nobleman or gentleman of their own choice as Grand Master; and at
the same time intimated his intention to resign into the hands of the
Brethren every title to that office which he at present possessed, or
which his successors might claim from the grants of the Crown and
the kindness of the Fraternity. In consequence of this representa-
tion, circular letters were dispatched to all the Lodges in Scotland, in-
viting them to appear, either by themselves or proxies, next St Andrew’s
Day, to concur and assist in the election of a Grand Master. On that
day? about thirty-two Lodges appeared by themselves or proxies, and after
receiving the deed of resignation from William St Clair, Esq., proceeded
to the election of another Grand Master ; when, on account of the zeal
which William 8t Clair, Esq. of Roslin, had alwaye shown for the honour
and prosperity of the Order, he was unanimously elected to that high
office, and proclaimed Grand Master Mason of all Scotland.

Thus was institated The GraND Lopee orF ScorLAND, which has
now more than completed the first century of her existence, during
which period she has acted a conspicuous part in many important
events and undertakings, and whose History, being that also of Free
Masonry in this country, will form the Second Part of this Volume.

1 [November 30, 1736.—E.]
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CHAPTER 1V.

PRERMASONRY IN ENGLAND DURING THE CIVIL WARS-— INTRODUCED
INTO FRANCE—INSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGES OF ENGLAND
AND IRELAND—RAPID PROGRESS OF THE ORDER—INTRODUCED INTO
INDIA, HOLLAND, RUSSIA, SPAIN, AFRICA, GERMANY, ETC. — PERSE-
CUTIONS ~— ORIGIN OF THE MOPSES — GRAND LODGES OF DENMARK,
SWEDEN, AND PRUSSIA INSTITUTED=—THE ILLUMINATI~—CONDUCT OF
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO THE FRATERNITY IN 1799.

WE bave already brought down the history of Masonry in England
almost to the end of the fifteenth century. During the whole of the
sixteenth and beginning of the seventeenth, no events occurred worthy
of a place in a general History of the Order. The Lodges continued to
meet, but seem neither to have attracted the notice nor excited the dis-
pleasure of the legislature.

During the Civil Wars, however, between the King and the Parlia-
ment, the Fraternity appears to have been better known, and many were
initiated into its mysteries who were distinguished both by their literary
talents and their rank in life. Elias Ashmole informs us in his Diary
that Colonel Mainwaring was admitted with him into the Order at War-
rington in October 1646. Charles II too, was a Member of the Frater-
nity, and frequently honoured the Lodges with his presence. From this
fact, chiefly, Dr Robison asserts that Free Masonry was employed by the
Royalists for promoting the cause of their sovereign, and that the ritnal
of the Master's degree seems to have been framed, or twisted from its
original intention, in order to sound the political principles of the candi-
date. The strained and fanciful analogy by which this opinion is sup-
ported is perhaps one of the most striking instances that could be
adduced to show to what puerile arguments the most learned will resort
when engaged in the defence of a bad cause. Bat though Dr Robison
maintains that all who witnessed the ceremonies of the Master's degree
during the Civil Wars could not fail to show by their countenance to
what party they belonged, yet he observes in another part of his work,
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that the symbols of Masonry seemed to be equally snsceptible of every
interpretation, and that none of these were entitled to any decided pre-
ference.t We léave to our readers the task of reconciling such in-
consistencies.

An opinion of an opposite nature, though equally extravagant, has been
maintained by Pivati," and the author of “ Free Masonry Examined.”
These writers assert that Free Masonry originated in the time of the
English Commonwealth ; that Oliver Cromwell was its inventor ; that
the level was the symbol of republican equality, and the other signs
and ceremonies were merely arbitrary, and formed for concealing their
political designs. It would be ridiculous to enter into a serious refuta~
tion of sach opinions as these, which are founded on the most unpardon-
able ignorance. That Free Masonry existed before the time of Crom-
well is as capable of demonstration as that Cromwell himself ever existed.
It is really amusing to observe what inconsistent and opposite opinions
are formed upon the same subject. According to one writer, Free
Masonry was invented and employed by the adherents of the king ;
according to another, it was devised by the friends of the Parliament.
In the opinion of some it originated among the Jesuits, who used it for
the promotion of their spiritual tyranny and superstition ; while others
maintain that it arose among a number of unprincipled sceptics, who
employed it for destroying the spiritual tyranny and superstition of the
Josuits,

It was about this time, according to Dr Robison, that Free Masonry
was introduced into the continental kingdoms. After James II of
England had abdicated the throne and taken refuge in France with
several of his adherents, it is probable that they communicated additional
spirit to the French Lodges; bat that the English refugees were the
first who exported Masonry from Britain, or that they employed it for
re-establishing the Stuart family on the English throne, it is impossible
to prove. Such assertions Dr Robison has not only hazarded, but has
employed them also as the foundation of defamatory conclusions, without
addacing a single proof in theirsupport. Notwithstanding the difficulty,
however, of determining the precise period when the priuciples of Free
Masonry were imported into France, it is allowed, by the universal con-
sent of the continental Lodges, that it was of British origin ; and it is
more than probable that the French received it from Scotland about the
middle of the sixteenth century, during the minority of Queen Mary.

1 Proofs of a Conspiracy, pp. 21, 22, and 99.
8 Pivati Art. Liberi Muratori auvero Francs Magons Venezia, quoted by
Mr Clinch.
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It is well known that there was at that time a freer intercourse
between Scotland and France than at any other period. Mary
was then married to the heir-apparent of France, and Mary of
Guuise, sister to the French king, was at the same time Regent of Scot-
land. In consequence of this intimate connection between the two
kingdoms, French troops were sent to the assistance of the Scotch, who,
residing many years in the country, and becoming habituated to the
manners and customs of their allies, naturally carried away with them
those customs which afforded them pleasure, and we know none could
be more congenial to the taste and dispositions of Frenchmen than the
ceremonial observances of Free Masonry. But it is not upon these
considerations merely that our opinion depends. It receives ample
confirmation from a fact of which Dr Robison seems to have been totally
ignorant. In the year 1645, a particular jurisdiction for Masons, called
Magonnerie, or Masonry, was established in France. All differences
which related to the art of building were decided by particular judges,
who were called Overseers of the Art of Masonry ; and several coun-
sellors were appointed for pleading the causes which were referred to
their decision. This institution bas such a striking resemblance to the
Warden Courts which existed in Scotland in the sixteenth century,’ that
it must have derived its origin from these. In both of them those
causes only were decided which related to Masonry, and overseers were
chosen in both for bringing these causes to a decision.” As po similar
tribunals were held in any other part of the world, and as the Warden
Courts were first established in this country, it is almost certain that
the French borrowed from Scotland the idea of their Masonic tribunal,
as well as Free Masonry itself, at that period when there was such
s free communication between the two kingdoms. Moreover, that
the French received Free Masonry from Scotland may be presumed from
the singular pre-eminence which is always given by foreigners to
Scottish Masonry, and from the degree of Chevalier Magon Ecossais,
which, as a mark of respect to Scotland, the French added to the three
symbolical degrees of Masoury, about the beginning of the eighteenth
century. Had Free Masonry not been introduced into France till after

1 Magonnerie est aussi le nom d’une jurisdiction particuliére pour les
Magons : Elle se tient au palais & Paris, et les appellations sont portées au
parlement : cette jurisdiction au ét€ etablie en 1645. Ceux qui ’exercent sont
appellés Generaux des (Euvres de Magonnerie de France. 1ls connoissent de
differends entre les ccuvriers concernant le fait des batiments. La Magonnerie a
des procureurs particulicres, diffcrens de ceux de parlement, qui cependant
peuvent y plaider.—Dictionnaire de Trevoux, vol v, p. 23.

* Vide p. 51, supra. 3 Vide Appendix, No. II.
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the Revolution of 1688, as Dr Robison affirms, it is wonderful how such
a fact should have been so quickly forgotten, as thirty or forty years
afterwards it was unknown at what period it had been received from
Britain ; and if the exiled family had employed Free Masonry for over-
turning the Hanoverian succession, it is still more strange that such a
circumstance should be unknown in a country where concealment was
certainly unnecessary. When any new custom is introduced into a
Nation, the time of its introduction may be remembered for seventy or
eighty years by one individual, without being committed to writing ;
and though it be not of sufficient importance, tradition will preserve it
from oblivion for a mach greater length of time. If Free Masonry
therefore never existed in France till 1688, is it not absurd to suppose
that the establishment of such a singular institution should be utterly
forgotten in the short period of little more than a quarter of a century ?

But at whatever period, and from whatever source Free Masonry was
introduced into France, it assumed there a very remarkable form. The
attachment of that people to innovation and external finery produced
the most unwarrantable alterations upon its principles and ceremonies.
A number of new degrees were created ; the office-bearers were arrayed
in the most splendid and costly attire; and the Lodges were trans-
formed into lectaring-rooms, where the more learned of the Brethren
propounded the most extravagant theories, discussed abstruse questions
in theology and political economy, and broached opinions which were
certainly hostile to true religion and sound government. In the other
countries of the Continent similar innovations in a greater or less degree
prevailed, while the British Lodges preserved the principles of the Craft
in their original simplicity and excellence. Such dangerous innovations
have not the slightest connection with the principles of Free Masonry ;
they are the unnatural excrescences formed by heated imaginations,
fostered by the interference of designing men. Those who reprehend
it therefore for the changes which it underwent in the hands of foreigners,
may throw equal blame upon religion because it has been a cloak for
licentiousness and hypocrisy ; or upon science, because it has been
converted into an instrument of iniquity. These changes arose alto-
gether from the political condition of the countries where they were
made. In France, and the other kingdoms of Europe where Popery
was the ecclesiastical establishment, or where absolute power was in
the hands of the monarch, the most slavish restraints were imposed
upon the conduct and conversation of the people ; none durst utter
his own sentiments, or converse upon such metaphysical subjects as
militated against the theology and politics of the times. Under such
restraints, speculative men in particular were highly dissatisfied. Those
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powers which Providence had bestowed, and on the exercise of which
their happiness depended, were fettered by human laws; and that
liberty of speech restrained which tyranny had no right to control. For
these reasons the meetings were frequented by men of philosophical
habits, who eagerly embraced an opportunity of enunciating their
opinions, and discussing the favourite subjects of their study, without
dreading the threats of government or the tortures of the Inquisition.
In this view, the Lodges may be compared to little Republics, enjoying
the rational liberties of human nature in the midst of an extensive
empire enslaved by despotism and superstition. In the course of time,
however, that liberty was abused, and doctrines were propagated in the
French and German Lodges which it is the duty and policy of every
government to discover and suppress. But these corruptions had by
Do means a necessary connection with Free Masonry,—they arose, as
already remarked, out of the political ocondition of the continental
kingdoms. In Britain the history of the Order is stained by mno
glaring corruptions or offensive innovations, more attention being paid
to intrinsic value than external observances,— the Lodges bearing
a greater resemblance to charitable institutions than to pompous and
splendid assemblies. Blessed with a free constitution, and allowed
every innocent liberty, we can express our sentiments with the great-
est freedom, and discuss the errors of administration without any oue
to make us afraid. In such circumstances, British Masons are under
no temptation to introduce into their Lodges religious and political
discussions. The liberty of the press enables them to give the widest
circulation to their opinions, however new or extravagant ; and they are
liable to no punishment by publicly attacking the established religion of
their country. The British Lodges, therefore, have retained their primi-
tive purity ; they have been employed in no sinister cause ; and have
neither harboured in their bosom traitors nor atheists.

While the Brethren in France were busily engaged in the decoration
of their Lodges, the invention of new degrees, and trifling ceremonies,
those in England were more wisely employed in enlarging the boun-
daries of the royal art. About the beginning of the eighteenth ceutury,
during the reign of Queen Anne, Free Masonry appears to have declined
rapidly in the southern parts of the sister kingdom. There, four Lodges
only existed, and few hopes could be entertained of a revival while the
seat of the Grand Lodge was at such a distance as the city of York. In
such circumstances the four Lodges met in 1717, and in order to infuse
vigour into their deolining cause, and advauce the interests of the
Fraternity in their districts, they elected themselves into a Grand
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Lodge, and chdse Anthony Sayer, Esq. for their first Grand Muster.
Thus was instituted The GrRaND Lobak oF ENaeLaND, which bas now
attained such prosperity and splendour. The motive which suggested
this act was certainly laudable and useful ; but every Brother must
be aware that these Lodges were guilty of a great impropriety in
omitting to request the countenance of the Grand Lodge of York.
Notwithstanding this negligence, the greatest harmony existed between
the two Grand Lodges till 1734, and, under the auspices of both, the
Order flourished in every part of the kingdom, but particularly in the
south of England, where it had formerly been in so languishing a con-
dition. In 1735, however, the Grand Lodge of England having granted
constitutions to Lodges within the district of York, without the consent
of that Grand Lodge, incurred the displeasure of the York Masons to
such a degree that the friendly intercourse which had formerly existed
between them was for a time broken off.

In 1739, some trifling innovations upon the ancient customs of the Order
baving been imprudently sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of England,
several of the old London Masons were highly offended, and after seceding
from the Grand Lodge, and pretending to act under the York consti-
tution, they gave themselves the appellation of Ancient .Masons, while
they attached to those connected with the Grand Lodge the odious
appellation of AModerns, who, in their opinion, never existed till 1717.
After their secession the Ancient Masons continued to hold their meet-
ings without acknowledging a superior till the year 1772, when they
chose for their Grand Master John, 3] Duke of Athole, who was then
Grand Master Elect for Scotland. Schisms in societies generally arise
from misconduct on both sides, and the rule applies to the case now
uunder consideration. The Moderns undoubtedly departed from their
usual caution and propriety of conduct by authorising the slightest
innovation upon the ceremonies of an ancient institution, but the
Ancients were guilty of a greater impropriety in being the active pro-
moters of the schism, and still more by holding up their Brethren to
the ridicule of the public.

1 Much injury has been done to the cause of the Ancient Masons by a book
entitled A Aiman Rezon, written by Laurence Dermott, their Secretary. The unfair-
ness with which he has stated the proceedings of the Moderns, the bitterness
with which he treats them, and the quackery and vain glory with which he
displays his own pretensions to superior knowledge, deserve to be reprobated
by overy class of Masons who are anxious for the purity of their Order, and the
preservation of that charity and mildness which ought to characterise all their
proceedings. The candour and fairness with which this delicaté subject is
treated by Preston in his Illustrations of Masonry merit the highest en-
comiuins.
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After the institution of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717, Free
Masoury assamed a bolder and a more independent aspect. It was no
longer confined to the British Isles or the capital of France, but was
destined to irradiate every portion of the globe ; and while the Grand
Lodges of Scotlund and England contemplated with pleasure the propa-
gation of the royal art, their diligence was fully rewarded by the grati-
tade and liberality of the Foreign Lodges for the gift which they had
received.

In 1729 it was introduced into the East Indies, and a short time after
a Provincial Grand Master was appointed to superintend the Lodges in
that quarter. In 1730 The GRAND LopGE oF IRELAND was instituted ;
Lodges were erected in different parts of America; and a provincial
depntation granted to Monsieur Thuanus for the Circle of Lower Saxony.
In 1731 a patent was sent from England to erect a Lodge at the Hague,
in which Francis Stephen, Duke of Lorrain, afterwards Emperor of
Germany, was initiated ; and Provincial Grand Masters were appointed
for Russia, and Andalusia in Spain. In 1736 Lodges were erected at
Geneva, and Cape Coast, in Africa, and provincial deputations were
granted for Upper Saxony and the American Islands. In 1738 a Lodge
was instituted at Brunswick under the patronage of the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, in which Frederick III of Prussia was initiated when Prince
Royal, and 20 pleased was His Highness with the maxims and cere-
monies of the Order, that he ever afterwards was its most zealous sup-
porter, and even requested that a Lodge should be established in the
capital of his dominions.! In this Lodge many of the German Princes
were initiated, who afterwards filled the office of Grand Master with
much honour to themselves and advantage to the Fraternity.

But while Free Masonry flourished in these different parts of the
world it was doomed to undergo a variety of persecutions from the
unfounded jealousies of despotic rulers, and the deep-rooted super-
stition of the Catholic priests. These persecutions took their rise in
Holland in the year 1735. The States-General were alarmed at the
rapid increase of Free Masons, who held their meetings in every town
under their government ; and as they could not believe that architecture
and brotherly love were their only objects, they resolved to discounte-
nance their proceedings. In consequence of this determination, an edict
was issued by Government, stating, that though they had discovered
nothing in the practices of tho Fraternity either injurious to the interests

1 [In 1855 Brother Carl von Dahlen of Berlin was appointed representative
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland in the Royal York Grand Lodge of Prussia ;
and in 1856, Brother Professor Aytoun of Edinburgh was commissioned to
represent the latter in the Grand Lodge of Scotland.—E.]
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of the Republic or contrary to the character of good citizens, yet, in order
to prevent any bad consequences which might ensue from such associ-
ations, they deemed it prudent to abolish their assemblies. Notwith-
standing this prohibition, a respectable Lodge having continned to meet
privately at Amsterdam, intelligence was communicated to the authori-
ties, who arrested all the members, and brought them to the Court of
Justice. Before this tribunal, in presence of all the magistrates of the
city, the masters and wardens boldly defended themselves, and declared
upon oath that they were loyal subjects, fuithful to their religion, and
zealous for the interests of their country ; that Free Masonry was an
institution venerable in itself, and useful to society ; and that though
they could not reveal its secrets and ceremonies, they would assure them
that they were neither contrary to the laws of God nor man ; that they
would willingly admit into the Order any one of their number, from
whom they might receive such information as would satisfy any reason-
able mind. In consequence of these declarations the Brethren were dis-
missed, and the town secretary requested to become a member of the
Fraternity ; after initiation he returned to the Court of Justice, and
gave such a favourable account of the principles and practice of the
Society that all the magistrates became Brethren and patrons of the
Fraternity. :

After triumphing thus honourably over her persecutors in Holland,
she had to contend in France with prejudices equally inveterate, though
less impregnable. Although many persons of distinction defended its
principles and expostulated with the Court mpon the impropriety of
severe measures, their assemblies were abolished in 1737, under the com-
mon pretence that beneath their inviolable secrets they might cover some
dreadful design hostile to religion and dangerous to the kingdom. Bat
when these ebullitions of party spirit had subsided, the prohibition of
Government was gradually forgotten, and the Fraternity in France
recovered its former prosperity.

In Germany, too, the tranquillity of the Order was interrupted by the
malice of some ignorant women. The curiosity of the female sex being
proverbial, a few German ladies who possessed a greater share of it than
was agreeable, were anxious to discover the secrets of Free Masonry ;
bat being baffled in all their attempts, they converted their curiosity into
revenge, and attempted to inflame the mind of Maria Theresa, the Empress
Queen, against the Lodges in Vienna. Their scheme was in some
measure successful, as they persuaded her to issue an order for surprising
all the Masons in the city when assembled in their Lodges. This plan,
however, was frustrated by the intervention of the Emperor Joseph I,
who being himself a Mason, declared his readiness to answer for their
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conduct, and showed the latlies and their friends that the charges which
they had brought against the Order were entirely groundless.

When the flame of persecation is once kindled, its devastations are
seldom confined to the country where it originated. The example of
one Nation is urged as an excuse for the conduct of another; and like
the storm on the sandy desert, its effects are ruinous in proportion to its
progress. In Holland and France the hostility of the legislature against
Free Masonry was in a short time disarmed. But when the flame
reached the Ecclesiastical States of Italy it broke out with more ungo-
vernable rage, —its effects were more cruel, and its duration more
lengthened. In 1738 a formidable bull was thundered from the conclave,
not only against Free Masons themselves, but against all those who
promoted or favoured their cause,—who gave them the smallest counte-
nanoce or advice, or who were in any respect connected with a body of
men who, in the opinion of his Holiness, were enemies to the tranquillity
of the State, and hostile to the spiritual interest of souls. Notwithstand-
ing the severity of this bull, which threatened excommunication to every
offender, no particular charge either of a moral or political nature is
brought against a single individual of the Order. It is merely stated
that the Fraternity had spread far and wide, and were daily increasing ;
that they admitted men of every religion into their Society, and that
they bound their members by oath to preserve with inviolable secreoy
the mysteries of their Order. These circumstances, indeed, were suf-
ficient grounds for exciting the Church of Rome to oppose & system
8o contrary to her superstitious and contracted views in religion and
government.

This bull was followed by an edict, dated 14th January 1739, contain-
ing sentiments equally bigoted, and enactments equally severe. The
servitude of the gallies, the tortures of the rack, and a fine of a thousand
crowns in gold, were threatened to persons of every description who
were daring enough to breathe the infectious air of a Masonic assembly.

About a month after this edict was issued, a decree was emitted by
his Holiness, condemning a French book entitled “an Apology for the
Society of Free Masons,” and ordering it to be burnt by the ministers of
Justice in one of the most frequented streets of Rome. Did his Holi-
ness imagine that by purloining a grain from a magazine of gunpowder
the explosion would be less tremendous? or, that by consuming a copy
of a trifling tract he could suppress its circalation, restrain the inclina~
tions and energies of the mind, and blunt those social and benevolent
affections which unite by an indissoluble tie the members of a society

‘Where Christﬁns, Jews, and Turks, and Pagans stand,
One blended throng, one undistinguished band.
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In consequence of these enactments at RSme, the Catholic clergy of
Holland, in 1740, attempted to enforce obedience to the commands of
their superiors. It was customary among the priests of that country to
examine the religious qualifications of those who requested a certificate
to receive the holy sacrament. Taking advantage of their spiritual
power, they concluded their examination of the candidates by asking
if they were Free Masons ; if they were, the certificate was refused,
and they were expelled for ever from the communion table. Having
exerted their authority by the expulsion of several respectable individuals,
the subject excited general attention, and after numerous pamphlets
had been published in defence of both parties, the States-General
interfered, and prohibited them from asking questious that were un-
connected with the religious character of the applicants.

Several Brethren of distinction in Germany, though steady friends to
the Church of Rome, disapproved highly of her proceedings against the
Fraternity, and were anxious to preserve the Order from that ruin to
which it seemed fast appreaching. In order to effect this they instituted
a new association, formed upon the same principles, and proposing to
itself the same object. The members were denominated Mopses, from
the German word mops, denoting a young mastiff, which was deemed a
proper emblem of the mutual fidelity and attachment of the Brethren.
But, that they might preserve the mysteries of Free Masonry from those
members of the new association who were not Masons, they rejected
from their ritual all the Masonic ceremonies, words, and signs; and
that they might escape the vengeance of the Romish Church they
softened all those parts of the institution which had a tendency to give
offence to narrow and superstitious minds : Instead, therefore, of bind-
ing the members by an oath, they took their word of honour that they
would never reveal the mysteries and ceremonies of the Order. It is
well known to every person acquainted with the History of Masonry,
that the exclusion of ladies has been a fertile source of calumny against
the Brethren. It was supposed that actions were performed in the
Lodges inconsistent with the delicacy of the female sex ; and, as in the
case of the Knight Templars, that the most unnatural crimes were per-
petrated and authorised. In order to avoid this ground of defamation
the Mopses admitted women into their Lodges, who were allowed
to hold any office except that of Grand Mopse. The Association
of the Mopses were patronised by some of the most illustrious charac-
ters in Germany; the Lodges oconsisted of the most respectable
members of the community, and several of the Princes of the Empire
were Grand Masters of their Order. The admission of Protestants or
heretics into the Mason Lodges of Catholic countries gave great offence
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to the Church of Rome, and was one of the causes which prompted the
severity of her proceedings; aware of this circumstance, the Mopses
resolved to initiate into their mysteries none but the steady friends of
the Catholic communion. This, however, was merely a pretence to
deceive his Holiness, as they admitted into their Order, without scruple,
men of every religion and country.

As the bulls of the Pope had no authority in Switzerland, Free
Masoury flourished in that Republic till 1745, when a most unaccountable
edict was issued by the Council of Berne, prohibiting its assemblies under
the severest penalties. No reason was assigned by the Council for their
conduct ; no charges were advanced against any of the Brethreu,—the
Council of Berne were terrified for secret associations, and on this account,
forsooth, they must persecute that of the Free Masons. More intolerant
in their bigotry, and more cruel in their conduct than the Church of Rome,
they were not satisfied with abolishing all the Lodges in the Republic ;
every Free Mason in Switzerland must accuse himself before the magis-
trates of the district ; he must renounce his obligations.to secrecy, and
swear, in the presence of the great God of Heaven, to trample upon those
engagements which, before the same Being, he had sworn to revere.
Such an instance of tyranny over the minds and consciences of men is a
remarkable fact in the history of a Republic where the Reformed Religion
had been protected from its infancy, and where the Brethren had always
conducted themsclves with exemplary propriety.! The severe treatment,
therefore, which they experienced, must have originated in some private
quarrel between the members of the Council and the Fraternity, as it
could neither be prompted by patriotic motives, by regard for the welfare
of the State, nor the safety of individuals. But notwithstanding these
proceedings, Free Masonry was subsequently revived, and practised
without molestation, though with less eagerness and success than in
the other States of Europe.

Dauring these persecutions, of which we have only given an outline,
many of the Order underwent the severest treatment ; and in their
relief was strongly exemplified that practical benevolence which Free
Masons are taught to cherish towards their Brethren in distress. In 1739,
after Pope Eugenius had issued his bull against Free Masonry, one
Crudeli was imprisoned at Florence by the Inquisition, and suffered
the most unmerited cruelties for maintaining the inuocence of the

1 Free Masonry seems to have been directly imported into Switzerland from
Great Britain ; as a deputation was granted by the Grand Lodge of England
for erecting a Lodge at Lausanne, in the Canton of Berne, in the year 1739.
It could not, therefore, in so short a time, be corrupted by those offensive inno-
vations which were saperinduced upon it in France.

5
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Order. Upon the Grand Lodge of England being informed of his
miserable situation, they, recollecting that a Brother of whatever rank
or country had a claim upon their sympathy, generously transmitted
to him twenty pounds for procuring the necessaries of life, and exert-
ed all their influence for effecting his liberation. A Brother confined
at St Sebastian cxperienced from this body similar attention and
generosity. At Lisbon, in 1742, James Mouton, a8 French artist,
and John Coustos, a native of Berne, were imprisoned by the
Inquisition. They were accused of belonging to a society which
permitted sodomy, and were commanded to unfold the true design
of Free Masonry. Upon their defending the innocence and utility
of the institution, they were extended on the rack, in expectation
that a confession would be extorted by its torments. Force, how-
ever, had no control over minds conscious of integrity. Coustos
maintained his innocence after being thrice stretched on this instrument
of agony, and was at last sentenced to walk in the procession of the
Auto da Fe, and serve in the gallies for four years, At the instance of
the English Brethren, George II authorised the British Minister at
Lisbon to demand his liberation from the King of Portugal, which was
granted in 1744, after a dreadful confinement of two years and a half.

From such scenes of barbarity it is pleasing to turn to examples
of benevolence and generosity, and as the consideration of these is
always gratifying to a humane mind, they certainly deserve to be record-
ed in a History of Free Masonry. In 1748 Monsieur Preverot, a gentle-
man in the navy, and brother of the celebrated M. Preverot, doctor of
medicine in the faculty at Paris, was unfortnnately shipwrecked on an
island the governor of which was a Free Mason, who, hearing of his mis-
fortune, and learning that he too was a Brother, conducted him to his
house, where he was furnished with all the comforts of life till a ship
bound for France touched at the place. Before his departure his bene-
factor loaded him with presents, and gave him as much money as was
necessary for carrying him into bis native country.

In the battle of Dettingen, in 1743, one of the king’s guards baving
his horse killed under him, got so entangled as to be unable to extricate
himself. While he was in this condition, an English dragoon galloped
up to bim, and, with his uplifted sabre, was about to deprive him of life.
The French soldier with much difficulty made the signs of Masonry,
which the dragoon recognising, not only saved his life, but freed him
from his perilous situation,—making him of course a prisoner, as the
Fraternal ties cannot dissolve those of patriotism.

In 1749, Free Masonry was introduced into Bohemia, and eagerly
embraced by all the distinguished persons in the city of Prague. They
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termed themselves Scotch Masons, and were remarkably strict as to the
character of those whom they admitted into the Order, and performed with
punctuality those duties which they owe to the Brethren, as is strikingly
exemplified in the following story. A Scotch gentleman in the Prussian
service was taken prisoner at the battle of Lutzen, and, with four
hundred of his companions-in-arms was conveyed to Prague ; as soon 8
it was known that he was a Mason he was released from confinement,
invited to the tables of the most distinguished citizens ; and requested
to consider himself more in the character of a Brother than as a prisoner of
war. About three months after the engagement an exchange of prisoners
took place, and the Scotch officer was presented by the Fraternity with
a purse of sixty ducats to defray the expenses of his journey.*

The persecutions which the Craft had hitherto endured had been
confined to the Continent, but the tide of religious frenzy now rolled
to the shores of Britain. In 1745 the Associate Synod attempted to
disturb the peace of the Fraternity ; and, had they been possessed of
half the power of the Church of Rome or the Council of Berne, their
proceedings, prompted by equal fanaticism, would have been marked with
the same severity ; but fortunately their power extended only to the
spiritnal concerns of those who were of the same sect with them-
selves. In the beginning of that year an overture was laid before the
Synod of Stirling, stating that many improper things were performed
at the initiation of Free Masons, and requesting that the Synod would
consider whether or not the members of that Order were entitled to
partake in the ordinances of religion. The Synod remitted this overture
to all the kirk-sessions under their jurisdiction, allowing them to act as
they thought proper. In 1755, however, they appointed the said
tribunals to examine every person who was suspected of being a Free
Mason, and demand an explicit answer to any question which they
might ask concerning the administration of the Mason Oath. In the
course of these examinations they discovered (for they seem hitherto to
have been ignorant of it) that men who were not architects were admit-
ted into the Order. On this account, the Synod, in 1757, thought it
necessary to adopt stricter measures, and forthwith drew up a list of
foolish questions which they appointed every kirk-session to put to
those nuder their charge. These questions related to what they thought
were the ceremounies of Free Masonry ; and those who refused to answer
them were debarred from religious ordinances. The object of these pro-
ceedings was not certainly, as is pretended, to make those Brethren who

1 Beveral striking and curious instances of the extensive benevolence of Free
Masons may be seen in Smith’s Use and Abuse of Free Masonry, pp. 374, 377,
378, &c.
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belonged to the Associate Synod more holy and upright, by detaching
them from the Fraternity, as this could have been effected without that
species of examination which they authorized ; the Church of Rome was
content with dispersing the Craft, and receiving its repentant mem-
bers into her communion ; the Council of Berne went no farther than
the abolition of the society, and compelling the Brethren to renounce their
eugagements, lest these should be inconsistent with the duties of citizens :
But a Synod of Scotch Dissenters, who could not imitate in these points
the Church of Rome and the Council of Berne, must forsooth outstrip
them in another, inasinuch as they attempted to compel the Free Masons
of their congregations to give themn an account of those mysteries and cere-
monies which their avarice or fear hindered them from obtaining by
regular initiation. And what, pray, was to become of those perjured
men, from whom such information was obtained ¢ They were promised
admission into the ordinances of religion ! as if they were now purified
beings, from whom something worse than a demoniac had been ejected.’

Notwithstanding persecution, and numerous unlooked for obstacles,
Free Masonry has ever steadily progressed, and as it has hitherto been,
g0 is it yet justly held in the highest esteem wherever introduced. In
1743 it was exported from Scotland to Denmark, and the Lodge which
was then instituted is now the Grand Lodge of that kingdom. The
same prosperity has attended the first Lodge in Sweden, which was
erected at Stockholm in 1754, under a patent from Scotland. Nume-
rous Charters have from time to time been granted for the erection
of Lodges under the Scotch jurisdiction in various parts of the world :
While at home, the countenance and co-operation of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, and those Lodges depending on her, has been
anxiously sought for in laying the foundations of the principal public
buildings both in the Metropolis and throughout the country; more-
over, she has been the honoured instrument of dispensing charitable
relief not only to a vast number of the indigent and distressed among
the Brethren, but also, when particular exigencies called for such
extension of her charity, to many individuals not members of the Craft.

In 1765, a splendid apartment was erected at Marseilles for the
accommodation of the Brethren. It was adorned with the finest
paintings, representing the most interesting scemes that oocur in

1 It is remarkable that the Grand Lodge of Scotland did not take the
slightest notice of these proceedings., A paper, however, entitled “ An
Impartial Examination of the Act of the Associate Synod,” written with great
humour, and acuteness of reasoning, appeared in the Edinburgh Magazine for
1757. The Act of the Associate Synod was published in the Scots Magazine
for the san:e year.
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the history of the Old and New Testament, and calculated to
remind the spectator of his various duties as a man, a subject, and
a Christian. The representation of Joseph and his brethren, of the
Samaritan and Jew, of Lot and the Angels, must have reminded
every Brother of the beauty of charity and forgiveness, which are the
first principles of Masonry, as they are the first duties of man. The
picture of Peter and the Apostles paying tribute to Ceesar, must have
recalled to every individual his obligations as a citizen to revere and
support the constituted authorities. And the representation of Job in
his misfortunes lifting up his hands to Heaven, must bave forced upon
the minds of the most inconsiderate this important reflection—that
fortitude and resignation to the will of God are the duties of all in dis-
tress, and that the Divine blessing will ultimately attend those who
bear without murmuring the chastisements of their Father, and preserve,
amidst the severest trials, their patience and virtue unimpaired.' These
observations, apparently trifling, are important in one respect, as they
show that the French Lodges had not at that time fostered in their
bosom the votaries of scepticism and disloyalty. The other Lodges in
France were at this time numerous and magnificent : The Grand Lodge
contained about twenty offices, which were filled by noblemen of the
highest rank. They had Provincial Grand Masters similar to those of
Scotland ; and the insignia and jewels of all those office-bearers were as
rich and splendid as the Lodges in which they assembled.

In 1767, a Lodge, under an English constitution, was established at
Berlin, under the appellation of Le Royale York,”in honour of His Royal
Highnegs the Duke of York, who was initiated therein while travelling
on the Continent.  In 1768, the Brethren in Germany were authorised
to hold their assemblies by a charter granted by the King of Prussia,
the Elector of Saxony, and the Queen of Hungary and Bohemia,
and afterwards ratified by the Emperor of Germany himself. By
another charter from England, in 1769, a Lodge was erected at
Brunswick, which, in 1770, became the Grand Lodge of that part of
Germany. Its Grand Master was Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, who,
a short time after, received a provincial deputation from England for
superintending the Lodges in Lower Saxony. In 1773 aconvention was
entered into between the Grand Lodge of England under Lord Petre,
and the Grand Lodge at Berlin under the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt,
which had a few years before been duly erected into & Grand Lodge at
a meeting of masters and wardens of twelve regular Lodges ; in this
compact it was stipulated that the Grand Lodge of Berlin should be

1 For a farther account of this building, see Smith’s Use and Abuse of Free
Masonry, p. 165. 3 [Vide also p. 61, supra.—E.]
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acknowledged as the Grand Lodge of the whole Empire of Germany,
including the dominions of his Prussian Majesty ; that it should exercise
no Masonic power out of the Empire of Germany, or within the district
under the authority of the Grand Lodge of Brunswick ; that the Electo-
rate of Hanover should be free to both the Grand Lodges in Germany ;
and that the contracting parties should unite their efforts to counteract
all innovations in Masonry, and particularly the proceedings of a set of
Masons in Berlin, who, under the denomination of Stricte Observantz,
had annihilated their former constitutions, erected themselves into a
Grand Lodge, and sanctioned very improper innovations upon the
principles and ceremonies of the Order. This contract was highly
approved of by the King of Prussia, who immediately erected the Grand
Lodge of Berlin into a corporate body, and became, in 1777, Patron or
Protector of all the Masons in Germany ; Ferdinand, Duke of Bruns-
wick and Lunefbargh, filling the office of Grand Master of all the united
Lodges in that country.

In Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, charity-schools were erected by
the Lodges for educating the children of Free Masons whose poverty
debarred them from this advantage. In that which was formed at
Brunswick they were instructed in classical learning and various
branches of mathematics, and were regularly examined by the Duke of
Brunswick, who rewarded the most deserving with suitable premiums.
At Eisenach, several seminaries of this kind were established, the
teachers were endowed with fixed salaries, and in a short time after
their institution they sent into the world 700 children instructed in the
principles of science and the doctrines of Christianity. In 1771 an
establishment of a similar kind was formed at Cassel, in which the
children were maintained and educated till they could provide for them-
selves. In 1773 the united Lodges of Dresden, Leipsic, and Gorlitz,
erected at Frederickstadt a seminary for children of every denomina-
tion in the Electorate of Saxony ; the Masonic subscriptions were so
numerous that the funds of the institution were sufficient for its mainten-
ance, and in the space of five years above 1100 children received a
liberal education. In the same year an extensive workhouse was erected
at Prague, in which the children were not only instructed in the rudi-
mentary principles of education, but in those branches also of the useful
and fine arts which might qualify them for commercial and agricultural
situations. It deserves to be remarked that the founders of these
institutions, amid their anxiety for the public prosperity, never neglected
the spiritual interests of the children ; they saw that early piety is the
foundation of all that is useful and honourable in life, and that without
this, speculative knowledge and practical skill are of little avail. How
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inconsistent are such facts with those fabulous accounts of the German
Lodges which bave been published in England by a few party men.

While these things were taking place in Germany, the Brethren in
Portugal were exposed to the persecutions of its bigoted rulers. Major
Francois d’Alincourt, a Frenchman, and Don Oyres de Ornellas Pracao,
a Portuguese nobleman, were imprisoned in 1766 by the Governor of
Madeira for their attachment to their Order. Being afterwards carried
to Lisbon, they were confined fourteen months, till they were released
by the generous intercession of the Brethren in that city. In the fol-
lowing year several Free Masons were confined in Naples, but were
shortly after liberated by the eloquence of an Italian advocate, aided by
the intercession of Foreign princes.

Notwithstandingthe persecations which the Fraternityhad experienced
in Holland, Free Masonry flourished in that Republic. In 1779 a
treaty was entered into between the Grand Lodge of Holland, held at
the Hague, and that of England. It was stipulated that the former
should be permitted to erect Lodges within her territories both at home
and abroad, and to appoint Provincial Grand Masters over each district.
In consequence of this accession of power to the Grand Lodge of Hol-
land, Free Masonry made great progress under its aumspices in the
Datch settlements in India, Africa, and South America.

In 1775 a new secret association arose in Germany, which was sup-
posed to have taken its rise from Free Masonry, and to have planned a
conspiracy against every religious and political establishment in Europe.
This was the Order of the Illuminati, founded by Dr Adam Weishaupt,
Professor of Canon Law in the University of Ingolstadt.  In this Society
speculative opinions were inculcated which were certainly inconsistent
with the principles of religion and social order; but that Illumin-
ism originated from Free Masonry, that it brought about the French
Revolation, or even planned any dangerous conspiracy, are circumstances
for which the shadow of a proof has never yet been adduced. Dr
Robison indeed expressly aftirms that Illuminism ¢ took its rise among
the Free Masons, but was totally different from Free Masonry ;” and,
by a deceitful anachronism, he represents Weishaupt as an active
member in the German Lodges, before he acquaints his readers that he
was the founder of the Illuminati, for no other reason than to make
them believe that Weishaupt was a Free Mason before he planned his
new institution. Now the truth was quite the reverse. Barruel
asserts “ that it is o fact demonstrated beyond doubt that Weishaupt

1 Proofs of a Conspiracy, Introduction, p. xv,and p. 101. [As this is the
last time we shall have occasion to quote this work, it may be remarked that
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became a Free Mason only in 1777; and that two years before this,
when he established Illuminism, he was totally unacquainted with the
mysteries of Free Masonry.”? Here then is an important statement
which strikes at the root of all Dr Robison’s reasoning against Free
Masonry. Barruel maintains that Weishaupt was not a Mason till two
years after the organization of his new Society, and Dr Robison himself
allows that Illuminism was totally different from Free Masonry. The
two institutions, therefore, were wholly unconnected ; for the members
of the one were never admitted into the Lodges of the other without
being regularly initiated into the mysteries of both. Upon these simple
facts we would arrest the attention of every reader, and those in parti-
cular who have been cajolled out of their senses by the united exertions
of a priest and a philosopher.

Weishaupt, straining every nerve -to disseminate his principles, in
1777 became a Free Mason ; and attempted, by means of emissaries, to
circulate his opinions among the French and German Lodges, and in
these attempts he was indeed sometimes successful. But it should be
recollected by those who calumniate Free Masonry on this account, that
the same objection may be urged against Christianity, because impostors
have sometimes gained proselytes and perverted the wavering minds of
the multitude. These doctrines, however, were not merely circulated
by Weishaupt in a few of the Lodges, and taught at the assemblies of
the Illuminati ; they were published to the world in the most fascinat-
ing form by the French Encyclopesedists, and inculcated with all the
eloguence of some of the most celebrated philosophers on the Continent.
Such is a short, and it is to be hoped an impartial view of the origin and
progress of the Illuminati. We shall now advert to the causes from
which it sprung, and the advantages and disadvantages which it may
have engendered.

About the middle of the eighteenth century, the literati on the Con-
tinent were divided into two great parties. The one may be considered
as ex-Jesuits, or adherents to the Catholic superstition, who were
promoters of political and religious despotiem, and inculcated the doc-
trines of non-resistance and passive obedience. The other was com-
posed of men who were friends to the Reformed Religion, enemies of
superstition and fanaticism, and supporters of the absurd doctrine of the

at the time of its publication in 1797 it enjoyed a great popularity. Dr Robi-
son, who, in early life, had been a naval officer, then ably filled the chair of
Natural Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. Time bas fully refuted
the “ Proofs,” and the volume is now known only by the curious.—E.]

1 Memoirs of Jacobinism, Part III. Preliminary Observations, p. xv, and
p 12,
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infinite perfectibility of the human mind. They were dissatisfied with
that slavery which was imposed by the despotism of the continental
rulers, and the superstition of the Church of Rome ; and many of them
entertained opinions adverse to the Christian religion, and to every
existing form of government. Between these two parties there was a
perpetual struggle for power. The ex-Jesuits accused their opponents
as heretics and promoters of Jacobinism and infidelity ; while the others
were constantly exposing the intrigues-of the priests, and the tyranny of
despots. To this latter class Weishaupt and his associates belonged,
and instituted the Order of the Illuminati for no other purpose than to
oppose those corrupted priests who degraded them as Christians, and
those tyrannical despots who enslaved them as citizens. The collision
of these parties was undoubtedly productive of the greatest advantages :
While the Jesuits restrained the inclination of one part of the commu-
nity to overrate the dignity of the human mind, and anticipate ideal
visions of religious and political perfection ; the Illuminati counteracted
those gloomy opinions which debase the dignity of our nature, which
check the energies of the mind, and impose the most galling yoke of
religious and political servitude. Both were, without doubt, deserving
of blame. But had either of them prevailed, the triumph of the Illumi-
pati would certainly have been the most desirable. As Christians we
would glory in the downfall of that Papal hierarchy which has so long
deluded and enslaved the world ; as men we would rejoice at the over-
throw of every throne which is raised upon the ruins of civil liberty
and domestic happiness ; and as Britons we wish that all our brethren
of mankind should enjoy those religious and political privileges which
have so long been the admiration of our friends, and the envy of our
enemies.

After the French Revolution, which, as Mounier has well shown, arose
from other causes than thoso to which Barruel and Robison ascribe it,
the plans of these parties were not carried on in Germany so systemati-
cally as before ; and, notwithstanding the fabrications with which Barruel
has calumpiated the Lodges in that country, Free Masonry is still in the
ascendant—respected by the most virtuous and scientific members of the
community, and patronised by the most distinguished princes of the
empire. There the qualifications for a Free Mason are great and numer-
ous. No person is initiated into the Order without the consent of every
member of the Lodge ; and it frequently happens that even a German
is excluded by a single diesenting voice. On this account, the Lodges
are filled with persons of the first rank and respectability, every thing
being conducted with the greatest decormm and solemnity, and an
Englishman will obtain an easier introduction to the nobility and literati
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in a Free Mason Lodge than in any other place, and will never repent
of having been initiated into the Order.?

Notwithstanding the publication of the works of Barruel and Robison,
Freé Masonry has ever been regarded with the greatest respect and
favour by the Government of this country. When the Act for the sup-
pression of seditious and treasonable societies was passed in 1799, by
which it was declared illegal for any body of men to require from their
members an oath or test not authorised by law, an express exemption
was introduced in favour of Free Mason Lodges; and the Act against
seditious meetings, passed in 1817, contained a similar provision. These
exemptions are not only honourable to the loyalty and prudence of
British Masons, but are gratifying testimonies to the pure principles
of the Fraternity. Dr Robison indeed asserts that the emissaries of cor-
rupted Free Masonry and Illuminism were lurking in the British Empire,
and plotting its destruction, but these were never discovered within
the circuit of our island, and certainly never polluted by their presence
the precincts of the British Lodges.

1 Dr Render’s Tour through Germany, Introduction to vol. 1, pp. 30,33. He
maintains that Free Masonry has greatly improved the manners and disposi-
tions of the Geermans, vol. 11, p. 200, note.
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CHAPTER V. )

THE ENIGHT TEMPLARS! AND KNIGHTS OF 8T JOHN IN SCOTLAND.—
THE ROYAL ORDER OR HEREDOM DE KILWINNING.

Tae Knights of the Temple were introduced into Scotland before 1153
by King David the First, who established them at Temple, on the South-
esk,? and who was so attached to the brotherhood, that we are told by
an old historian “ Sanctus David de preclara Militia Templi optimos

1 In the fourteenth century a general movement was made to suppress The
Order of the Temple wherever it had obtained a footing, and on pages 31-33,
supra, we sketched the severe persecution to which the Knights were subjected
in France in the reign of Philip the Fair; that, and those which took place
elsewhere, did not however close the History of the Order,—though spoliated
it was not annihilated. Some remnants survived the ordeal ; one of these found
an asylum in Portugal on condition of changing its name to that of “ Knights of
Christ,” becoming & mere honorary Order, and vesting in the Crown the
right of nominating its members: Another found a retreat in Scotland, and
doubtless joined those of their Brethren already located there, an outline of
whose history forms the subject of this chapter. It is maintained that a third,
and the only legitimate branch, has been maintained in France by a Charter
granted by Jacques de Molay himself, before his martyrdom, and which has been
regularly transmitted and signed by a succession of Grand Masters, the highest
Noblesin France, to the present date ; and though doubts have been thrown on
the antiquity of this document, yet it is certain that it bears the authentic
signature of the Regent Duke of Orleans in 1705, and thus has the sanction of
a sovereign authority. The late Duke of Sussex and Earl of Durham were for
a long time respectively Grand Priors of England and Scotland in this Order,
and the celebrated Admiral Sir Sidney Smith died one of its principal chiefs.
The Marquis de Magny speaks of it as recognized in the North of Europe and
elsewhere, and further information may be obtained respecting it in his
work, in Mill’s Chivalry, and in the Chevalier Burnes’s Sketch of the Tem-
plars. The present body of Knight Templars in Scotland merely claim to be
the legitimate descendants, by adoption, of the original Knights of the Order.,

* The original name of Temple, on the Southesk, according to Chalmers, was
Balantrodach. In the Chartular of Aberdeen the Preceptory is styled ¢ domus
Templi de Balantradock ;” and in the Chartalar of the Abbey of Newbattle we
find mentioned, “ Magister et Fratres Templi de Blentodoch,” which is & con-
traction or corruption of the same term. The place became known by the de-
signation of Temple only after the establishment of the Order there. This was
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fratres secum retinens, eos diebus et noctibus morum suorum fecit esse
custodes.”* Malcolm, the grandson of David, conferred on the Brethren
“ in liberam et puram Elymosynam unum plenarium Toftum in quolibet
Burgo totius terrs,” which foundation was enlarged by his successors
William the Lion and Alexander the Second. The charter of the latter
is still in the possession of Lord Torphichen, whereby he grants and
confirms * Deo et fratribus Templi Salomonis de Jerusalem omnes illas
rectitudines, libertatis et consuetudines quas Rex Davip et Rex Malcolm
ot decessus pater meus Rex Willielmus eis dederunt et concesserunt,
sicut scripta eorum authentica attestant.” This curious document, after
enumerating certain of these rights and liberties, scilicet,—the king’s
sure peace; the privilege of buying, selling, and trading with all
his subjects ; freedom from all tribute and toll, &c., proceeds “ Et nullus
eis injuriam faciat, vel fieri consentiat super meam defensionem. Et
ubicunque in tota terra mea ad judiorum (g. judicium) venerint, causa
eorum primum tractata, et prius rectum suum habeant, et postea faciant.
Et nullus ponat hominem predictorum fratrum nostrorum ad foram judicii
si noluerint, &c. Et omnes libertates et consuetudines quas ipsi per
alias regiones habent in terra mea ubique habeant.”

These geueral privileges, throughout Europe, were very extensive.
The Templars were freed from all tithes to the Church, and their priests
were entitled to celebrate mass, and to absolve from sins to the same
extent as bishops,—a privilege which was strongly objected to by the

the head-quarters of the Grand Preceptors of Scotland, and became, at the
suppression of the Templars, attached to the Hospital of St John. In the 15th
century Sir William Knolls, Grand Preceptor of St John’s, obtained an Act of
Parliament changing the old name into that of the barony of St John, but
the people never conformed to the alteration. Part of the foundations of the
original convent were dug up ahout a century ago. The ancient chapel of the
Temple continued to be used till lately as the parish kirk; but it is now partly
dilapidated, in consequence of a new church having been built. On the eastern
gable there is an antique inscription, formed with lead run into the letters,
which appears to be as follows :—
VAESAC
MTH M.

These letters, when extended, may signify, Vite Sacrum Militie Templi Hiero-
solymitani ; or, Virgini Ldem Sacram Militic Templi Hierosolyme Majister ; sup-
plying condidit or avit. The Virgin Mary, it is well known, was the
patroness of tho Order. What monstrous mysteries would not the ingenious
Von Hammer make these letters the vehicle of revealing! In the second line
the learned German could not fail to discover the presence of the Metis or Taw
of the Gnostics, whose doctrines, he insists, the Templars held, as attested by
their monumental remains, and by coins or medals imagined to refer to them.
1 Book of Cupar, quoted in Father Hay’s M8.
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Iatter. Their Houses possessed the right of sanctuary or asylum for
criminals. They could be witnesses in their own cause, and were
exempted from giving testimony in that cause of others. They were
relieved by the Papal bulls from all taxes, and from subjection and
obedience to any secular power. By these great immunities the Order
was rendered in a manner independent ; but it would appear, neverthe-
less, that both the Templars and Hospitallers considered themselves
subjects of the countries to which they belonged, and took part in the
National wars, for we find by the Ragman Roll, “Frere Johan de
Sautre, Mestre de la Cheualerie del Temple en Escoce,” and another
Brother, swearing fealty to Edward I in 1296 ; and the author of the
Annals of Scotland, noticing the Battle of Falkirk, 12th July 1298,
informs us, that the only persons of note who fell were Brian le
Jay,! Master of the English Templars, and the Prior of Torphichen in
Scotland, a Knight of another Order of religious soldiery. The former
of these Chevaliers met his death by the hand of the redoubted Sir
William Wallace, who advanced alone from the midst of his little band,
and slew him with a single blow, albeit he was a knight of high military
Tenowi. .

Little is known of the farther history of the Knight Templars in
Scotland from the time of Alexander II to the beginning of the
14th century, except that their privileges were continued to them by
succeeding kings, whose bounty and piety were in those ages continually
directed towards the religious Orders. By their endowments, and the
bequests of the nobles, the possessions of the Fraternity came to be so
extensive that their lands were scattered  per totam regnum Scotiz, a
limitibus versus Angliam, et sic discendo per totum regnum usque ad
Orchades.” Besides the House of the Temple, in Mid-Lothian, the
following Establishments or Priories may be enumerated, viz. St Ger-
mains, in East Lothian; Inchynan, in Renfrewshire ; Maryculter, in
Kincardineshire ; Aggerstone, in Stirlingshire ; Aboyne, in Aberdeen-
shire ; Derville or Derval, in Ayrshire ; Dinwoodie, in Dumfriesshire ;
Red-abbey-stedd, in Roxburghshire ; and Temple Liston, in West-
Lothian.

The date of the spoliation of the Templars in Scotland corresponds
of course with that of the persecution of the Order in other countries,
but it is to the credit of our forefathers that we can obtain no account
of any member having been subjected to personal torture or suffering
amongst them ; their estates, however, appear to have been duly trans-

1 The drawbridge across the Forth and Clyde Union Canal at Briansford,
corrupted to, an’ now known as Bainsford, in the vicinity of Falkirk, is
traditionally believed to be the scene of the English Templar’s death.
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ferred to the possession of their rivals the Knight Hospitallers ; into
which Order, like their Brethren in England, it is not improbable that
a number of the Templars entered.

In November 1309, John de Soleure, the Papal Legate, and William,
Bishop of St Andrews, held an Inquisitorial Court at the Abbey of
Holyrood to investigate the charges against the Templars, but Walter
de Clifton, Grand Preceptor of the Order in North Britain,* and William
de Middleton, were the only two Knights who appeared before the
tribunal, from the proceedings of which, as recorded at length in
Wilkins’s Consilia, making no allusion to any punishment being inflicted,
we may fairly conclude they were set at liberty. The Preceptor, in
his examination, readily confessed that the rest of the Brethren had fled,
and dispersed themselves propter scandalium exortum contra ordinem ;
and there is little doubt that the place of their refuge was with Robert
Bruce, at that time a fugitive, under whose standard they fought, until
the issue of the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 placed him securely on
the Scottish throne. In gratitude for their services the former grants in
their favour were confirmed by hiwn and continued by his successors.

The Knights of St John had also been introduced into Scotland by
David the First, and had a charter granted to them by Alexander
the Second, two years after that to the Templars. The Preceptory of
Torphichen, in West-Lothian, was their first, and continued to be their
chief residence, and by the accession of the Temple lands and other
additions, their property at the time of the Reformation came to be
immense.

About the commencement of the reign of James the Fourth, a union
was effected between the Knights of the Temple and of Saint John, and
the lands belonging to either body were consolidated. No documentary
evidence has been discovered to point out the precise period of this
junction ; and if such evidence does exist, it will probably be found
among the records of the Hospital.? But the fact of the union is estab-

1 It appears by the following extract from Clifton’s examination, that the
Preceptor of Scotland was a subordinate officer to the Master, or Grand Prior
in England.  Interrogatus; quis recepit eum ad dictum ordinem et dedit ei
habitum ¢ dixit, quod Frater Willielmus de la More oriundus de Comitatu
Ebor. tunc et nunc Magister dicti Ordinis in Anglia et Scotia.”

3 Lord Torphichen, in his claim for compensation, January 25, 1748, says,—
“Hugh Anderson, who was Clerk to the said Regality in the year 1722, as
appears by his commission produced, and who, as such, fell to he possessed of
the Court Books aud Papers bclonging thereto, went off the Country abruptly
several years ago, without delivering up these Books and Papers ; and is now
settled in America.”—Templaria, 1828. Part 1.
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lished beyond all doubt and cavil by the Charter of King James, of date
19th October 1488, confirming the grants of lands made by his prede-
cessors to the Knights of the Temple and St John.—* Deo et Sancto
Hospitali de Jerusalem et fratribus ejusdem Militize Templi Salomonis.”
From that Charter we learn that both Orders were then united and placed
under the superintendence of the Preceptor of Saint Jobn, and there can
be no doubt that such an arrangement was both natural and politic. In
Scotland alone the Knights of the Temple possessed independent property,
and the ban against them being still in force throughout Europe, their
sphere of action was necessarily contracted, whilst, on the other hand, the
Kuights of the Hospital were possessed of great influence and wealth, and
stood high in the favour of the Continental Sovereigns. Both Orders were
therefore represented in the Scottish Parliament by the Preceptor of
Saint John ; and down to the period of the Reformation the union remained
nnbroken. When that event took place, the chief dignitary or Grand
Preceptor of the Order in Scotland, with a seat as a Peer in Parliament,
was Sir James Sandilands, a cadet of the family of Calder, whose head,
as is well known to readers of Scottish History, was the private friend
of John Knox, and one of the first persons of distinction to embrace
the Reformed Religion. We suspect that even before the promulgation
of the Statute of 1560, prohibiting all allegiance within the realm to
the See of Rome, the former personage had become indifferent to the
charge confided to him by the Order; for a rescript from the Grand
Master and Chapter at Malta, dated as early as the 1st of October 1557,
and addressed to him, is still on record, wherein they complain * that
many of the possessions, jurisdictions, &c., were conveyed or taken away
from them contrary to the statutes and oaths, and to the damnation of
the souls as well of those who possessed them as of those who, without
sufficient authority, yielded them up ; producing thereby great detriment
to religion and the said Commandery ;” be this as it may, we are certain
however that the conversion of Sir James Sandilands, or, as he was
termed, the Lord of St John of Jerusalem in Scotland, was followed by
his surrender to the Crown of the whole possessions of the combined
Templars and Hospitallers, which, having been declared forfeited to the
State (on the ground that “ the principal cause of the foundation of the
Preceptory of Torphichen, Fratribus Hospitalis Hierosolimitani, Militi-
bus Templi Salomonis, was the service enjoined to the Preceptor on oath
to defend and advance the Roman Catholic Religion,”) were, by a process
of transformation well understood by the Scottish Parliament of those
days, converted into a Temporal Lordship, which the unfortunate Queen
Mary, then only twenty years of age, and newly established amongst
her Scottish subjects, in consideration of a payment of ten thousand
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erowns of the Sun, and of his fidele, nobile, et gratuitum servitium, nobis
nostrisque patri et matri bone memorie, conferred on, or rather retrans-
ferred to, the Ex-Grand Preceptor, himself and his heirs, with the title
of Torphichen, which, although the estate is much dilapidated, still
remains in his family.’ All this was transacted on the petition of Sir
James Sandilands himself, with the formal approbation of the National
Legislature ; and after renouncing the profession of a soldier-monk, we
find that the last of the Scottish Preceptors of St John became married,
and lived to a good old age, having died in 1596 without issue, when the
title of Torphichen passed to his grand nephew, the lineal descendant of
his elder brother, Sir John Sandilands of Calder. The Knights, thus
deprived of their patrmonial interest, drew off in a body, with David

1 The reader will find the Preceptor’s motives and proceedings explained in
an authentic family document, printed from a manuscript copy in the Advocates’
Library, in a little work named,  Templaria.” Edinburgh, 1828. 'We extract
from it the following account of the surrender of the Preceptory :—* He per-
sonally compeirit in presence of the Queen’s Majesty, the Lord Chancelour, the
Earles of Murray, Marischall, and diuers others of her Hiehnes Privy Council,
and there, as the only lawful undoubted Titular, and present possessor of the
Lordship and Preceptorie of Torphephen, which was never subject to any Chap-
ter or Conuent whatsomever, except only the Knights of Jerusalem and Temple
of Solomon, Genibus flexis et reverentia qua decuit, resigned and ouergave in
the hands of our Souerane Lady, his undoubted Superior, ad perpetuam rema-
nentiam, all Right, Property, and Possession, which he had, or any way could
pretend to the said Preceptorie, or any part thereof, in all time Coming ; to the
effect the same might remain perpetually with her Hyeness and her Succes-
sours, as a Part of Property and Patrimony of her Crown for ever. After this
resignation in the Queen’s Majesty’s hands, ad remanentiam, of this Benefice,
be the lawful Titular thereof, her Hyeness, in remembrance of the good service
of the said Sir James Sandilands, gave and grantid and dispon’d, in feu-farme,
heritably, to the said Sir James, his heirs and assignies, All and Haill, the said
Preceptorie and Lordship.”

That the payment of the above sum of ten thousand crowns of the Sun sub-
sequently involved Sandilands in serious difficulties and embarrassments, we
are instructed by the works referred to, in which it is stated that—* albeit the
charter bears present payment of ten thousand crowns, that the money was
paid at divers times, partly upon Her Majesty’s precepts to her servants, French
Paris, Sir Robert Melvin, Sir James Balfour,and Captain Anstruther; and the
rest of the sum to Mr Robert Richardson, treasurer for the time, whereof there
is a receipt under the Privy Seal. That a great part of that money, numbered
in gold and silver, was borrowed from Timothy Curneoli, an Italian gentleman
of the Preceptor’s acquaintance at Genoa, and a banker of the house of .
resident in Scotland for the time. That this nobleman being burthened with
great debts, for his exoneration and relief was forced to let in feu-farm his own
roumes for a reasonable composition,” &c.; and he was afterwards obliged to
part with some of the larger baronies of the estate.
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Seton, nephew of Lord Seton, at their head.’ The charter conveying to
Sir James Sandilands the Hospitaller Lands, &o., is dated at Edinbargh
the 24th March 1563, and shows that there were no less than eight
baronies then in possession of the Order, viz., Torphichen, Listoun,
Balintrodo, Tankertoun, Denny, Maryculter, Stennop, and Gualta :
and, in right of the Order, he enjoyed the Church patronage of Tor-
phichen, Inchinnan, Maryculter, Tullaich, and Aboyne. His predeces-
sor in the Preceptory was Sir Walter Lindesay, thus celebrated Ly
Sir David Lindsay of the Mount, Lord Lyon King-at-Arms, in the
“ Testament of Squyer Meldrum,”—

“ The wise Sir Walter Lindesay they him call,
Lord of St John, and Knight of Torphichen,
By sea and land, a valiant Capitane,”

and whose monument, representing a skeleton with crossed hands, is still
to be seen at the Preceptory, bearing the inscription, “ Valterus Linde-
eay, Miles, Justiciarius Generalis de Scotland, et Principalis Preceptor
Torphicensis, ob: 1538.”* He had succeeded Sir George Dundas, one of
the most accomplished courtiers and scholars of the age, who is thus
described by Heotor Boece, his schoolfellow, “ Georgius Dundas Grecas
atque Latinas literas opprime doctus, equitum Hieroslymitanorum intra
Scotorum regnum, Magistratam multo sudore (superatis emulis) postea
adeptus.” The predecessor of Sir George Dundas was Sir William
Knollys, who ruled the Preceptory for half a century, having been
ordained by the Grand Master at Rhodes in 1463. King James III
created him High Treasurer in 1468, and his son again appointed him
in 1489 to collect the King’s revenues in Linlithgowshire. He was slain
at the Battle of Flodden Field, ou the 11th of September 1513. In
earlier times the Preceptors sat in Parliament, alternately, among the
bigher Clergy and Temporal Barons, but James IV created Sir William
Knollys a peer, by the title of Lord of St John, which descended to his
successors in office. In the reigns of James II and Robert Bruce, the
Preceptors of St John were respectively Sir Henry Livingston and Sir
Radunlph de Lindesay ;* and we learn from the Ragman Roll that the

1 'We learn this from the Historical Sketch which precedes the Statutes of
the Scottish Order of 1843 ; but we cannot trace it further.

? There is an interesting account of the Preceptory, as it now stands, in the
Statistical Account of Scotland, Vol. 1. Edinburgh, 1845.

3 It would appear from the report of the Grand Prior in England, Philip de
Thame, to the Grand Master de Villanova, for 1338, lately printed by the Cam-
den Society, that the Commanderies in Scotland produced nothing at that date,
“ quia omnino destructa sunt, ambusta, et adnullata, propter fortem guerram

(]
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predecessor of the latter, Alexander de Welles, * Gardeyn del Hospital
de Saint Johan de Jerusalem,” swore fealty to Edward I at Berwick, on
28th August 1296. He was slain at the Battle of Falkirk, 12th July
1298. The only Preceptor previous to him, who can be traced, is
“ Archibaldus, Magister Torphichen,” who appears as a witness to a
charter of Alexander, Grand Steward of Scotland, dated 1252.

From the era of the Reformation the combined Order of the Temple
and Hospital appears in Scotland only as a Masonic body ;' but the
late Mr Deuchar averred that, so early as 1590, a few of the Brethren
had become mingled with the Architectural Fraternities, and that a
Lodge at Stirling, patronized by King James, had a Chapter of Templars
attached to it, who were termed cross-legged Masons; and whose ini-
tiatory ceremonies were performed not in a room, but in the Old Abbey,
the ruins of which are still to be seen in the neighbourhood. The first
authentic notice we can find on the subject is in M. Thory’s excellent
Chronology of Masonry, wherein it is recorded that about 1728 Sir
John Mitchell Ramsay, the well-known author of Cyrus, appeared in

per multos annos continuatam :” but that the produce of them had been three
hundred marks.—P. 201.

1 The Order of St John, which was suppressed by Henry VIII, was
re-introduced into England by Philip and Mary who, at the instance of
Cardinal Pole, formed Sir T. Tresham, Prior, Sir R. Shelley, Twrcopolier,
Sir Peter Felix de la Nuca, Bailli de Aguila, and others of the Knights,
into a Corporation per nomen Prioris et Confratrum 8. Johamwnis Jerusalem. tn
Anglia; and in James the Second’s reign we find the Duke of Berwick
Grand Prior of Fngland. In our own days the Sixth or English Langue of the
Order has been resuscitated by virtue of powers granted iu 1827 by the Com-
mander de Dienne and others, forming a Capitulary Commission, delegated
to act by a Chapter-General of the Langues of Provence, Auvergne, France,
Arragon, and Castile, (being a majority of the eight Langues,) held at Paris
under the Presidentship of Prince Camille de Rohan, Grand Prior of Aquitaine,
in 1814, whose proceedings were sanctioned, and afterwards confirmed, by the
Lieutenant of the Magistery and the Sacred Council at Catania ; and under
which powers the late Sir Robert Peat, D.D., Chaplain to George IV, was
installed as Grand Prior in 1831, and as such took the oath de fideli, and
formally revived tho Corporation before the Court of King’s Bench 24th Febru-
ary 1834. These formalities were gone through at the instance, it is anderstood,
of Sir Lancelot Shadwell, Vice-Chancellor of England, who was soon after
elected a Knight of the Langue. S8ince the death of Sir Robert Peat, in 1837,
the Head of the Langue has been Sir Henry Dymoke of Scrivelsby, 17th
Hereditary Champion of England ; and until 1850, the Sub-Prior was the late
Sir J. C. Meredyth, Bart., Chevalier de St Louis, who haviug received the
accolade as a Kuight of 8t John, at the hands of the 69th Grand Master, De
Hompesch, was able, by ancient knightly usage, to transmit the distinction.—
Vide Sir R. Broun’s Synoptical Sketch.
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London with a system of Scottish Masonry, up to that date perfectly
aunknown in the metropolis, tracing its origin from the Crusades, and
consisting of three degrees, the Zcossais, the Novice, and the Knight
Templar. The English Grand Lodge rejected the system of Ramsay,
bat if credit is to be given to a letter from the Duke of Perth to Lord
Ogilvie in 1745, recently published, it shone forth for a moment at
Holyrood at that date. During his short stay at that Palace, Charles
Stuart is stated to have taken his profession as a Templar, and to have
¢ Jooked most gallantly in the white robe of the Order,” which is not
improbable, as the works of Thory, Clavel, and others, have since proved
that to obtain their objects the Stuart family made unceasing use of
Free Masonry in all its forms, endeavouring to apply its ancient legends
to the modern History of Charles I, and to the cruelty of Cromwell and
his confederates. After the Battle of Culloden, Ramsay, as is well
known, along with the other adherents of the Stuart Family, transfer-
red his system to the Continent, where it became the corner-stone of
the hauts grades, and the foundation of those innumerable ramifications
into which an excellent and naturally simple institution has been very
uselessly extended in France, Germany, and other countries abroad.!

In pursuing the very curious subject of the kauts grades, we may
observe, however, that they never obtained much consideration during
the lifetime of Ramsay, although they are invariably traced to him and
to Scotland, the fairy land of Foreign Masonry,® but gathered their chief
impnlse from the disgraceful dissentions in the Masonic Lodges at Paris
about the middle of last century, which induced the Chevalier de Bon-
neville, and other distinguished persons at the Court of France, to form
themselves into & separate institution, named the Chapitre de Clermont,
in honour of one of the Princes of the Blood, Louis de Bourbon, Prince
de Clermont, then presiding over the Masonic Fraternities. In this
Chapter they established, amongst other degrees, Ramsay’s system of
the Masonic Templars, which, along with other high grades, was soon
conveyed into the northern kingdoms of Europe by the officers of the
French army, but especially by the Marquis de Bernez and the Baron

1 ]I est certain que Pinvention des hauts grades magonniques a fait le plus
graod tort 4 linstitution, en denaturant son objet, et en I'affublant de titres
pompeux et de cordons que ne lui appartiennent pas. On couviendra que
jamais elle n’efit été proscrite, dans une partie d’Allemagne, si les dissentions
occasioneés par la Stricte-Observance, les pretentions de soi disant successeurs
des Fréres de la Rose Croix, et surtout P’invention de l'illuminatisme qu’on
introduisit dans quelques L. n’eussent rendu “ I’association suspecté aux gou-
vernemens.”—Acta Latomorum.

2 Thero have been at least a hundred grades of Continental Masonry denomi-
nated “ Ecossais.”
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de Hund, the latter of whom amplified it into his Templar Regime
de la Stricte-Observance, which oocupied for several years so promi-
nent & place in the Secret Societies of Germany. This adventurer
appeared in that country with a patent under the sign-manual of Prince
Charles Stnart, appointing him Grand Master of the seventh province,
which he afirmed bad been made over to him by the Earl Marischal
on his death-bed, and with a plausible tale of the antiquity of his
Order, which he derived of course from Scotland, where the chief seat of
the Templars was Aberdeen ; and the delusions on the subject took
such a hold in Germany, that they were not altogether dispelled until
a deputation had actually visited Aberdeen, and found amongst the
worthy and astonished Brethren there, no trace either of very ancient
Templars or Free Masonry.! From some of the Continental States it is
conjectured that Masonic Templary was transplanted into England and
Ireland, in both of which countries it has continued to draw a languid
existence.

During the whole of the eighteenth century theScottish Order can be but
faintly traced, though Mr Deuchar had in 1836 the assurance of well-in-
formed Masons that thirtyor forty years previous, they knew old men who
had been members of it for sixty years; and it had sunk so low at the time
of the French Revolution, that the sentence which the Grand Lodge of
Scotland fulminated in 1792 against all degrees of Masonry exeept those
of St John, was expected to put a period to its existence. Soon after
this, howeyer, some active individuals revived it, and with the view of
obtaining documentary authority for their Chapters, as well as of avoiding
any infringement of the Statutes then recently enmacted against secret
societies, adopted the precantion of acoepting Charters of Constitution
from a body of Masonic Templars, named the Early Grand Encampment,
in Dublin, of whose origin we can find no account, and whose legitimacy,
to say the least, was quite as questionable as their own.s Several Char-
ters of this description were granted to different Encampments of Tem-
plars in Scotland about the beginning of the present century, hut these
bodies maintained little concert or intercourse with each other, and were
certainly not much esteemed in the country. Affairs were in this state
when, about 1808, Mr Alexander Deuchar was elected Commander, or
Chief of the Edinburgh Encampment of Templars, and his brother,
Major David Deuchar, along with other Officers of the Royal Regiment,

! It is stated in the Freemasons’ Review, that according to authentic docu-
ments, the Aberdeen Lodge has existed since 1541.

* Clavel alludes, in & very uncomplimentary manner, to the introduction of
these grades at Edinburgh in 1798. — Magonnerie Pittoresque, Paris, 1844,
P- 204, in the Library of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
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was initiated into the Order. This infusion of persons of higher rank
and betterinformation gave an immediate impulse to the Institution, and
a General Convocation of all the Templars of Scotland, by representa-
tives, having taken place in Edinburgh, they unanimously resolved to
discard the Irish Charters, and to rest their claims, as the representatives
of the Ancient Knights, on the general belief and traditions of the coun-
try. They farther determined to entreat the Duke of Kent, the chief of
the Masonic Templars in England, to become the Patron Protector of
the Order in North Britain, offering to submit themselves to His Royal
Highness in that capacity, and to accept from him a formal Charter of
Constitution. The Duke of Kent lost no time in complying with their
request, and his Charter, erecting them into & Conclave of « Knights of
the Holy Temple and Sepulchre, and of St John of Jerusalem, H.R.D.M.
+ K.D.S. H.,” bears date the 19th of June 1811. By a provision in it,
Mr Deuchar, who had been nominated by the Brethren, was appointed
Grand Master for life.!

These new and vigorous measures rescued the Order from obscurity ;
and in its improved condition we find that it continued rapidly to
flourish, numbering, in the course of a few years, no less than forty
Encampments or Lodges holding of its Conclave in different parts of the
British Dominions. In 1828, the Order seemed to have received a fresh
impulse, and assumed a novel and interesting aspect, by the judicious in-
troduction of the ancient chivalric costume and forms. Dissensions, never-
theless, unfortunately ocourred, from 1830 to 1835, tending to impede
its progress, and for a while it may be said to have again almost fallen
into abeyance. In the end of the latter year however, a body of gentle-
men undertook the trouble and expense of resuscitating it, with the
view of establishing in Edinburgh Masonic re-unions, somewhat re-
sembling those of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge in London, where humbler
Brethren are not subjected to heavy pecuniary payments. At their
suggestion Mr Deuchar resigned the Grand Mastership, and the Statute
was strictly enforced, by which it was imperative that all Candidates for
admission should be Royal Arch Masons ; while new regulations were
also established. In January 1836, Admiral Sir David Milue, G. C. B.,
was unanimously elected Grand Master, and at a general election in
the same month, Lord Ramsay (the present Marquis of Dalhousie) was
appointed his Depute ; the various other offices in the Order being
filled by gentlemen, generally well known, and of an honourable station
in society. In the course of three months after the election, not

1 It has been stated that the Duke of Kent granted this Charter in virtue of
his being a Chevalier of the Order in France ; but this is a mistake, as no Pro-
testants had been admitted into that Order in 181).



86 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

fewer than a hundred persons, chiefly men of fortune, officers, and
members of the learned professions, had been received into the Edin-
burgh Canongate Kilwinning Priory or Encampment alone.

On the demise of Admiral Sir David Milne, the Knights in Chapter-
General unanimously chose His Grace George Augustus Frederick John,
sixth Duke of Athole, K.T., to be Grand Master, who was installed
with great pomp on the 11th March 18486, in the Music Hall, Edinburgh,
which was gorgeously decorated for the occasion with the banners of the
Knights, &e.! Under his judicious sway various Priories have been
established and dormant ones revived, and the Order has assumed an
importance and dignity worthy of the highest class of gentlemen con-
nected with the Masonic Institutions of Scotland.

This Sketch of the Templars would probably be incomplete without
alluding more particularly to the Ordre du Temple in France, already
mentioned in a note. Mills, Sutherland,® de Magny, Dumas,’ Burnes,
Gregoire,* and other authorities, all shew that the Order although

1 An Historical Painting, commemorative of the Installation of His Grace,
was executed by Frater Stewart Watson of Edinburgh, and is now in the
Chambers of the Grand Lodge of Scotland ; all the Knights introduced are
portraits.

3 ¢ The persecution of the Templars, and the spoliation of their possessions,
annihilated the Order as a political body ; but its suppression as a confraternity
was not entirely accomplished. Jacques de Molai, anticipating martyrdom,
named a successor to the Grand Mastership, and the succession has been main-
tained regularly and uninterruptedly to the present day, &c.”—Achievements
of the Knights of Malta, vol. 1, p. 265.

3 «1'Ordre des Templiers, que I’on croyait aboli, paraitrait au contraire
s’étre conservé jusqu’a nos jours, sans que ses réunions conventuelles aient cessé,
sans que la succession légitime et 1égale des Grand Maftres, depuis Jacques de
Molay, ait été interrompue.”—Dumas, Gaule ct France, 1833.

4 « Aux conjectures substituant la réalité, paraissont les Templiersactuels, avec
une collection de monumens. L’authenticité de plusieurs peut étre également
défendue sans preuve et attaquée sans preuve. Vous me montrez des ossemens
recueillis dans le bcher du Grand Maitre,’épée du martyr, le casque du martyr,
Guy Dauphin &’ Auvergne ; la paténe, la crosse et les mitres primatiales ; mais
sur ces objets, on n’a de garant que le témoignage traditionnel des dépositaires.
Je suis moins hardi & contester sur ce drapeau nommé le Beau Céunt, et ces
sceaux avec des légendes en caractéres particuliers & ’ordre dont on trouvera
Palphabet 2 1a suite de ce chapitre. L’Histoire de I'Art fixe leur origine aux
époques contemporaines des Templiers ; d’un autre cte, leur structure atteste
1a destination que vous leur assignez ; mais mes doutes presque tous s’évanouis-
sent & l'aspect de cette charte de transmission, rédigée en 1324, par le grand-
maitre Jean-Marc Larmenius, successeur immédiat de Jacques Molay. Cette
charte Latine est écrite en caractéres particuliersa I'ordre. L’imposture a forgé
quelquefois des dipldmes et méme des médailles. On it les fameuses
padouannes; majs Poriginal de la charte dont il s’agit, soumis & l’examen
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suppressed, has never been dissolved in that country ;' and the case is
thos succinctly stated by Mills in his History of Chivalry :—

“ But the persecution of the Templars in the fourteenth century does
not close the history of the Order; for, though the Knights were spo-
liated, the Order was not annihilated. In truth, the cavaliers were not
guilty,—the brotherhood was not suppressed,—and, startling as is the
assertion, there has been a succession of Knight Templars from the
twelfth centory down even to these days ; the chain of transmission is
perfect in all its links. Jacques de Molay, the Grand Master at the
time of the persecution, anticipating his own martyrdom, appointed as
his successor in power and dignity, Johannes Marcus Larmenius of
Jerusalem, and from that time to the present there has been a regular
and uninterrupted line of Grand Masters. The Charter® by which the

d’hommes versés dans la diplomatique, ne leur offre aucune trace, d’aprés la-
quelle on puisse 'arguer de faux. Sur ces faits, les Templiers établissant que
Pexistence de’ordre ne fut jamais interrompue, assurent qu’en 1324,les Templiers
écoseais, excommeniés par le Grand Maitre Larménius, n’étaient qu'une contrefa-
gon de I’'ordre du Temple, qui devint ensuite la tige des soci¢tés magonniques.”—
Histoire des Sectes Religieuses, par M. Gregoire, ancien évéque de Blois,
tome 2. Paris, 1828.

1 The Penny Magazine of 1836-7 enumerates * the Ordre du Temple,” as one
of the recognised Orders of Knighthood.

% No mystery exists in our days with respect to this Charter. M. Thory
gives a minute description of it from personal observation, as well as
copies of it, and of the Statutes, from the originals, (Vide Acta Latamorum,
vol. 11, p. 139,) and it was submitted to the inspection of nearly two hundred
Knights at the Convent-General held at Paris in 1810. The written ac-
ceptation on it by the Duke de Duras in 1681, was ascertained by the late
Dr Morison in 1837, to be genuine, which is important, as it disconnects the
Order with a profligate club established in France in 1682, calling itself “ The
Templars ; ” and it is further fortified by the undoubted signature of the Duke
of Orleans, and that Prince’s attestation, propria manx, of the Statutes of the
Convent-General of Versailles in 1705, which have been handed down along
with it. But Clavel, a French Masonic writer, evidently conceiving the Order
to be a high grade of Masonry, which it is not, has attacked all its titles with
great severity ; and in this has been aided by two persons who had been
eliminated from it, the one a Scotch follower of Thomas Paine, who wished to
exclude all religion,and the other a bigoted Portuguese, who denounced Bernard
Raymund for admitting a heretic Protestant. The documents which they
communicated to Clavel are to be found in the handwriting of one of them in
the Library of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and consist chiefly of exposures
of certain relics injudiciously produced, and lengthy dissertations on the
Levitikon, & Theological work by Bernard Raymund, with which we have no
concern, a8 it is not one of the titles of the Order. They should be read at the
same time with the Acts of the Convent-General held at Paris in 1836-7, by
which the writer was unanimously expelled the Order, and an official Ritual,
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supreme authority has been transmitted, is judicial and conclusive evi-
dence of the Order’s continued existence. This Charter of transmission,
with the signatures of the various chiefs of the Temple, is preserved at
Paris, with the ancient statutes of the Order, the ritnals, the records,
the seals, the standards, and other memorials of the early Templars.*

¢ The brotherhood has been headed by the bravest cavaliers in France ;
by men who, jealous of the dignities of knighthood, would admit no cor-
ruption, no base copies of the orders of chivalry, and who thought that
the shield of their nobility was enriched by the impress of the Templars’
red cross. Bertrand du Guesclin® was the Grand Master from 1357 till

in whioch, years after he had communicated his proofs to Clavel, he still desig-
nates himself a Grand Croes and Grand Prior of the Temple. Both these indi-
viduals had gone on for above ten years testifying, as high office-bearers, to the
perfeot truth of the Charter, but they finally ended by representing that it
was forged in 1705, by an Italian Jesuit, named Bonanni, an assertion for
which there is not one tittle of evidence, and caunnot be, since, the Order
baving been handed down in secret through a small number of noble families,
history is altogether mute as to the Charter till the death of the Duke de Cossé
Brissac. A Belgian writer has replied ably to such mis-statements :—* Les
noms lea plus illustres de France figurent dans cette noble série, et nous ne
pouvons souffrir qu’on accuse d’avoir inventé un rite magonnigue récent le déposi-
taire 1égal, en 1804, de cette Charte, quelque déplorable abus que cet homme
ait fait plus tard du pouvoir qui lui avait 6t€ confié par ses Fréres, et bien
que son absurde despotisme ait mis le ZTemple 3 deux doigts de sa perte.
Les signatures des Grand Maltres acceptants, sont connues et ont &¢ vérifices ;
nous en appellerions au besoin aux témoignages des savants Miinter et Gre-
goire. Ces témoignages ont 6té plus d’une fois imprimés; les contester, con-
tester Paunthenticité des signatures, c’est faire injure aux noms les plus respec-
tables, c’est accuser de faux Philippe d’Orléans et aprés lui trois autres membres
de la maison de Bourbon. Philippe d’Orléans qui, bientt aprés Régent du
Royaume de France, mit sa gloire A garantir de tous les dangers qui I’environ-
naient son royal pupille et dédaigna de devenir Roi avant son tour, aurait
commis un fauzr pour devenir le Grand Maitre d’un Ordre chevaleresque
apocryphe et obligé de se cacher! Qui croirait 4 une semblable accusation 3
Que dire d’ailleurs de la sottise de tant de milliers de Chevaliers dupes d’une
aussi grossiére mystification {”’—Eesai Sur L’Histoire de L’Ordre des Templiers.
Bruxelles, 1840.

1 See the Charter in full, in & “ Sketch of the History of the Knights Temp-
lars, by James Burnes, LL.D., F.R.S., Knight of the Guelphs of Hanover. 2d
Edition. Edinburgh, 1840. See also Appendix No. VI, of this volume.

® The signature of Bertrand du Gueeclin is by a cross, as we learn from the
“ Recherches Historiques sur les Templiers,” Paris, 1835, in the Library
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. —¢ C’est que Duguesclin, en 1357, avait
accepté la souveraine magistrature du Temple, et que /a croiz de ce guerrier,

qui ne savait pas signer, figurait son acceptation sur la charte de Larménius.”—
P.27.
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his death in 1380, and he was the only French commander who pre-
vailed over the chivalry of our Edward III. From 1478 to 1497, we
may mark Robert Lenoncourt, a cavalier of one of the most ancient and
valiant families of Lorraine. Phillippe Chabot, a renowned captain in
the reign of Francis I, wielded the staff of power from 1516 to 1543.
The illustrious family of Montmorency appear as Knight Templars,
and Henry, the first duke, was the chief of the Order from the year 1574
to 1614. At the close of the seventeenth century, the Grand Master
was James Henry de Duras, & marshal of France, the nephew of Tur-
enne, and one of the most skilful soldiers of Louis XIV. The Grand
Masters from 1724 to 1776 were three princes of the royal Bourbon
family. The names and years of power of these royal personages who
acknowledged the dignity of the Order of the Temple, were Louis
Anugustas Bourbon, Duke of Maine, 17241737 ; Louis Henry Bourbon
Condé, 1737-1741; and Louis Francis Bourbon Conty, 1741-1746.
The successor of these princes in the Grand Mastership of the Temple
was Louis Hercules Timoleon, Duke de Cossé Brissac, the descendant of
an ancient family, long celebrated in French history for its loyalty and
gallant bearing. He accepted the office in 1776, and sustained it till he
died in the cause of royalty at the beginning of the French Revolution.
The order has now its Grand Master, Bernardus Raymundus Fabré
Palaprat ;' and thereare Colleges in England and in many of the chief
cities in Europe.

1 This personage, although a man of high education, an eleve of the University
of Montpelier, Doctor of the Faculty of Paris, and Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour, was not of dignity sufficient to succeed the Montmorencies and Condés
of France as Grand Master. He had been elected only till some illustrious
nobleman could be obtained ; and as ancient feelings revived in Franoe, inces-
sant efforts, embittered possibly by his liberal notions of religion, were made to
foroe him to abdicate in favour of the Duke de Choiseul, or the Counts Le
Peletier D’ Aunay and De Chabrillan. Clavel even alleged that he was not the
legitimate representative of the Duke de Cossé Brissac ; but, apart from the
attestation on the Charter written in his presence on the 10th June 1804, by
the Magistral Vicar, Radix de Chevillion, that Ac had received his authority
from the Duke, and his own acceptation a few months later, we have the posi-
tive and public averment of the Duke de Choiseul in favour of the legitimate
continuation of the Order through the Revolution ; and it is decisive, inasmuch
as he lLived through that tronbled period, and was Bernard Raymund’s rival,
and must have been an associate of the Duke de Coseé Brissac. The following
are his words delivered at a Public Chapter of the Knights, held at Parig in
the year 1887, as printed in the “ Ordre des Chevaliers du Temple, Bruxelles,
1840,” now in the Library of the Grand Lodge of Scotland :—'¢ Jamais la
suoccession des Grand Maitres ne fut interrompue, ot M. de Brissac, vertuoux
et filéle comme Molay, fit comme ce dernier héros ; il usa de toute sa puissance,
nomma son succeeseur, et, prés d’étre assassiné, lui remit la plénitude de ses
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“ Thus the very ancieunt sovereign Order of the Temple is now in fall
and chivalric existence, like those Orders of Knighthood which were
either formed in imitation of it, or had their origin in the same noble
principles of chivalry. It has mourned as well as flourished, but there
is in its nature and constitution a principle of vitality which has carried
it through all the storms of fate ; its continuance, by representatives as
well as by title, is as indisputable a fact as the existence of any other
chivalric fraternity. The Templars of these days claim no titular rank,
yet their station is so far identified with that of the other orders of
knighthood, that they assert equal purity of descent from the same
bright source of chivalry ; noris it possible to impugn the legitimate
claims to honourable estimation, which the modern Brethren of the
Temple derive from the untiquity and pristine lustre of their Order,
withont at the sametime shaking to its centre the whole venerable

fabric of knightly honour.” .

To this we have only to add that on the demise of the Grand Master
Bernard Raymund, in 1838, he was succeeded in the regency of the
order by Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, who held sway till his death in
1840; and that, at that date, it numbered amongst the British subjects
enrolled as its office-bearers, the names of the Duke of Sussex, Grand

pouvoirs. Le Chevalier du Temple, Chevillon, remit les titres et pouvoirs, dans
ces temps révolutionnaires,  trois Chevaliers, Ledru, De Saintot et Decour
chant, qui s’adjoignirent M. Fabré-Palaprat. C'est ainsi qui par diverses circon-
stances, ce dernier s’est trouvé & la téte de L’Ordre. Bientot et malgré les repré-
sentations aussi respectuenses qu’amicales de plusieurs Chevaliers et de moi-
méme, le systdme antique de L’Ordre changea de nature.” The Duke goes on to
complain of the monstrous innovations on the rule of St Bernard, the charter of
transmission, and the Statutes of 1705, introduced by the Grand Master, &c. ;
but the work we have quoted contains a farther address from the Count de
Chabrillan in 1838, giving precisely the same account of the continuation of the
Order. Clavel admits that Bernard Raymund reproduced it under the garb of
Masonry in 1805, in a new Lodge called the “ Chevaliers de la Croix,” which
was immediately recruited from another of  personnes de haut rang, telles que
fréres de Choiseul, de Chabrillon, de Vergennes, de Dillon, de Coigny, de
Montesquiou, de Narbonne, de Bethune, de Montmorency, de la Tour du Pin,
D’Aligre, de Labourdonnaye, de Sennones, de Crussol, de Nanteuil, de Flahaut,”
&c. &c., many of whom, like the Duke de Cheiseul, must have been formerly
aseociating with the Duke de Cossé Brissac, the recently murdered Grand
Master. At a later date the same authority states that Carnot, Ney, Napoléon,
de Montebello, Isambert, Chatelain, Montalivet, &c., were not only members of
the Ordre du Temple, but remonstrating seriously with the Grand Master on its
affairs ; and the enquiry naturally arises, what could have attracted these great
men, and almost all the ancient Noblease resident at the capital, to the standard
of Bernard Raymund, then a humble physician in Paris, if he himself was an
smpostor, and his Order a delusion ?
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Prior of England ; the Duke of Leinster, Grand Prior of Ireland ; the
Earl of Durham, Grand Prior of Scotland ; the Chevalier Barnes, (Grand
Master of Scottish Free Masons in Indis,) Grand Preceptor of Southern °
Asia ; the Chevalier Tennyson D’Eyncourt, Grand Prior of Italy ; General
George Wright, Grand Prior of India, &o., &c., while, amongst its func-
tionaries in France, we find the Prince Alexandre de Wirtemberg, the
Dukes de Choisenl and Montmorency, and the Counts Le Peletier
D’Aunay, de Lanjuinais, de Brack, de Chabrillan, de Magny, de Dienne,
and others equally distinguished. Latterly, in consequence of political
changes in France, an institution so much identified with ancient
nobility and tradition has naturally fallen into abeyance, but it still
numbers about thirty British members, most of whom are officers in the
Pablic Service of India, received by the Grand Preceptor of Southern
Asia, under Legatine powers from the Grand Master, Bernard Raymund,
sanctioned by the Duke of Sussex, without whose approval no British
subject was admissible.

After this short account of the continuation of the Order, it may be
interesting to make a brief abstract of the Statutes established by the Con-
vent-General held at Versaillesin 1705. The Order of the Fellow Soldiers
of the Temple consists of two distinct classes, termed a Superior and
Inferior Militia ; the former comprising all knights consecrated accord-
ing to rites, rules, and usages, with their Esquires ; and the latter, the
humbler Brethren, or persons admitted, propter artem, and the candidates,
or as they are designated, the postulants, for the honors of chivalry.
Except as a serving brother no one is eligible even to the lower grade,
who is not of distinguished rank in society, which in Great Britain is
understood to imply that station in life which would entitle a gentleman
to attend the Court of his Sovereign. The Candidate must moreover be
strongly recommended by Sponsors as a Christian® of liberal education,
eminent for virtue, morals, and good breeding ; and in no case is a strict
scrutiny into these qualifications Jdispensed with, unless he be a Knight
of Christ, a Teutonic Knight, or the descendant of a Knight Templar.
Should he be ambitious of the rank of Novice Esquire, which usually
precedes Knighthood, he is farther called on to produce proofs of nobility
in the fourth generation ;* and a deficiency in this requisite can only be
supplied by a formal decree of the Grand Master conferring on Lim the
nobility necessary for his reception. Considerable fees are paid by all
intrants ; and members, on being promoted to the equestrian honors of

1 ¢ Nullus ad initiationem accedit, nisi Christianus, liberaliter institutus, civili
ordine insignis, virtute, moribus, fide et urbanitate praestantissimus.”

3 « Nullus ad novitiatum armigerorum accedit, nisi genere in quarto gradu
sit nobilis.”
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the Order, are expected to make an oblation to the Treasury, the amount
of which cannot be less than four drachms of gold, but generally very far
exceeds that sum. Before receiving the vow of profession, which is still
administered to all Chevaliers, the Candidate makes a solemn declaration
either that he does not belong to the Order of Malta,’ or that he abjures
the spirit of rival hostility which actuated the Knights of St John in
former days against the Templars. These preliminaries being arranged,
his petition is finally decided on either in a Conventual house, or by the
speoial legate of the Grand Master, in whose name only his reception can
be proclaimed; and once armed a Knight, and consecruted a Chevalier
of the Temple, he cannot, on any pretence whatever, renounce the Order.

At the head of the Hierarchy of the Order ranks the Convent-General,
or assembly of the Knights, but the executive power is vested in the
Magistere, consisting of the Grand Master, and his four Deputes, or
Vicarii Magistrales. After these follow the members of the Grand
Council, which consists of the Supreme Preceptor, and eight Grand
Preceptors, the Primate of the Order, and his four Coadjutors General,
with all the Grand Priors, Ministers, and other principal dignitaries that
may be present at the Magisterial City. Each nation of the Order is
presided over by its Grand Prior, appointed for life, whose language
comprises the various subordinate divisions of Bailiwicks or Provinoces ;
Commanderies ; Convents of Knights and Noviciate Esquires ; Abbeys
of Ladies and Canonesses ; Chapters of Postulants, and Conclaves of
Initiation. Exocept in special cases, no Chevalier is eligible for a Com-
mandery before the expiration of two years from his having obtained the
honours of knighthood, and in like manner no Commander can be
appointed & Bailli, nor any Bailli a8 Grand Prior, before the same period
has intervened.

In concluding these observations, we may add thut the Order of the
Temple, notwithstanding its undeniable claims to honourable distinetion,
has never enjoyed much consideration amongst our countrymen. Its
exclusive character, together with the great expense and difficulty which
attend admission into its ranks, has raised against it & host of enemies.
Hence, calumnies have been propagated against it ; and an institution
perfectly unconnected with politics, and actuated by the purest principles
of Christian Philanthropy, has been represented as engendering false
notions of Government and wild infidelity. But the registers of the

1 & Le primat actuel est Vié-Césarini, commandeur conventuel de l'ordre de
Malte. Les ci-devant Chevaliers de Malte qui, depuis trente ans, s’efforcent de
ressusciter leur ordre, avaient fait, dit-on, des avances pour #’unir aux Temp-
liers, et par co moyen fortifier leurs reclamations.”—Histoire des Sectes Reli-
gieuses, par M. Gregoire, ancien évéque de Blois. Paris, 1828.
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Temple contain the respected names of Massillon and Fenelon ; Frederick
the Great and Napoleon sanctioned its ceremonies and honoured its
officers ; and even in these days, Princes of the Blood, and some of the
most illustrious Nobles of our town and other countries, have not dis-
dained to display the humble ring of profession, along with the gorgeous
decorations of the Garter and the Golden Fleece.

We have expressed our belief that the Knight Templars of Scotland,
on the persecution of the Order in the fourteenth century, took refuge with
Robert Bruce, and this opinion is confirmed by a French authority, which
states that, having deserted the Temple, they ranged themselves under
the banuers of that Prince, by whom they were formed into a new Order,
the observances of which were based on those of the Templars, and
became, according to him, the source of Scottish Free Masonry.2 This
statement corresponds with the celebrated Charter of Larmenius already
referred to, in which the Scottish Templars are excommunicated as Z'em~
pli desertores, anathemate percussos ; and, along with the Knights of
St John, dominiorum Militie spoliatores, placed for ever beyond the
pale of the Temple, extra gyrum Templi nunc, et in futurum ; and it is
likewise supported in some measure by the aunthority of the eminent
annalist of Free Masonry, M. Thory, who, in his “ Acta Latomorum,”
states that Robert Bruce founded the Masonic Order of Heredum de
Kilwinning after the Battle of Bannockburn, reserving to himself and
his successors on the Throne of Scotland, the office and title of Grand
Master : And that the last of the Stuarts believed that he possessed this
hereditary right and distinction, and in virtue of it granted Charters of
Constitution to Lodges abroad, is beyond all question; nay, there is
the strongest reason to conclude that the whole system of Templary
advanced by Ramsay and other partizans of the exiled House was
based on the conviction that the Chevalier de St George was the here-
ditary head of the “ Royal Order” of Bruce ; and that that Order was
formed from the relics of the Scottish Templars. It is in favour of this
belief, moreover, that the Ancient Mother Kilwinning Lodge certainly
possessed in former times other degrees of Masonry than those of St
John, and that we bave still amongst us—apparently deriving their
right from her—Brethren who claim to be representatives of Bruce’s

1 « Aprés la mort de Jacques de Molay, les Templiers Ecossais &tant de-
vénus apostats, a l'instigation du roi Robert Bruce, se rangérent sous les ban-
niéres d’un nouvel Ordre institué par ce Prince, et dans lequel les réceptions
farent basées sur celles de ’Ordre du Temple. C’est 12 qu’il faut chercher
Porigine de la Magonnerie Ecossaise, et méme celle des autres Rites Magon-
iques. Du schisme qui #’introduisit en Ecosse naquit un grand nombre de
sectes. Presque toutes ont la prétention de dériver du Temple, et quelques
unes celle de se dire 'Ordre lui-meme.”—Manuel de 'Ordre du Temple.
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Royal Order, which, although not very prominent in this country,’ enjoys
the highest celebrity in France, where it was established by Charter from
Scotland, and even by the Pretender® himself in the course of last cen-
- tary, and is now conferred as the highest and most distinguished degree
sanctioned by the Grand Orient, under the title of the Rose Croiz
Heredum® de Kiwinning. It may be interesting te mention, that
the introduction on the Continent of this ancient branch of oar
National Masonry has been commemorated by a splendid medal struck
at Paris, bearing, amongst other devices, the Royal Arms and Motto
of Scotland ; and that the Brethren of the Lodge of Constancy at
Arras still preserve with reverence an original Charter of the Order,
granted to their Chapter in 1747, by Charles Edward Stuart, and signed
by that unfortunate prince himself, as the representative of the Scottish
kings. Nor can any thing indicate more strongly the high estimation
in which the chivalry of the Rosy Cross of Kilwinning is held in Franoe,
than the fact that the Prince Cambaceres, Arch-chancellor of the
Empire, presided over it as Provincial Grand Master (the office of
supreme head being, as already noticed, inherent in the Crown of Scot-
land,) for many years ; and that he was succeeded in his dignity by the
head 'of the illustrious family of Choisenl.

11t was revived in 1839, and its Chapters are now regularly held in Edinburgh.

3 % Le premier centre d’administration des hatts grades fut établi 2 Arras en
1747, par Charles-Edouard Stuart lui-méme, qui donna aux avocats Lagneau,
Bobespierre,‘ et & d’autres Fréres, la bulle d’institution d’un Chapitre Ecossais
Jacobite en reconnaissance des beinfaits qu’il avait regus d’enx.”—Clavel, p. 167,

3 This word is said by some to be derived from the Hebrew Harodim, ¢ preesi-
dentes ; ” but it is merely the genitive plural of the Latin Heres, “ the Scottish
Masons conceiving themselves the inkeritors or heirs of the true and ancient
Brethren.”— Vide Thuileur del’ Ecossime. Paris, 1821.

¢ The medal alluded to was struck at the expense of the Chapitre du Choix
at Paris, to celebrate the establishment in France of a Provincial Grand Lodge
of Heredom de Kilwinning, by a Charter, dated Edinburgh the lst of May
1786, constituting John Mattheus, a distinguished merchant of Rouen, Provin-
cial Chief, with very ample powers, to disseminate the Order. The Chapitre
du Choix was itself erected by a Charter from Edinburgh in the same year,
addressed to Nicholas Chabouille, avocat en parlement, and other Brethren.
Both these documents bear the signatures of William Charles Little, Deputy
Grand Master, William Mason, and William Gibb. At a later date a Provin-
cial Grand Master was also appointed for Spain, in the person of James
Gordon, a merchant at Xeres de la Frontera, whose commission was signed by
Deputy Grand Master Dr Thomas Hay, and Messrs Charles Moor and John
Brown, as heads of the Royal Order. In 1811 there were no less than twenty-
six Chapters of Heredom holding of the Provincial Grand Lo4ge of the Order
in France, including some in Belgium and Italy.—Histoire de 1a Fondation du
Grand Orient de France. Paris, 1812.
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CHAPTER VI.

HISTORY AND TRANSACTIONS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND FROM
IT8 INSTITUTION IN NOVEMBER 1736 To NOVEMBER 1758.}

Ix Part I, the History of Free Masonry was brought down to the
Institution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1736, and a short account
given of the circumstances which occasioned and accompanied that im-
portant event. It is necessary, however, before entering upon the His-
tory of the Grand Lodge, to give a fuller detail of the proceedings of
the Fraternity at the time of its Institution than could be admitted into
a general History of the Order.

After William St Clair of Rosslyn had pointed out to the Edinburgh
Lodges the beneficial effects which would accrue to the Fraternity
by having a nobleman or gentleman of their own choice as Grand
Master Mason of Scotland, he resigned into the hands of the Brethren
bis hereditary title to that honourable office. In consequence of which
the following letter was transmitted to all the Lodges in Scotland,
requesting them to appear next St Andrew’s Day, November 30, 1736,
by themselves or proxies, in order to concur in the election of a Grand
Master :—

“ BRETHREN,

“The four Lodges in and about Edinburgh baving taken to their
serious consideration the great loss that Masonry has sustained throw
the want of a Grand Master, authorised us to signify to you, our good
and worthy Brethren, our hearty desire and firm intention to chuse a
Grand Master for Scotland ; and, in order that the same may be done
with the greatest harmony, we hereby invite you (as we have done all

1 [It has been already stated, supra, p. 51, that the principal Convocations of
and relating to Scottish Masonry were held in Kilwinning; other Grand
Lodges were however occasionally held elsewhere, and were formed by calling
in the assistance of one or more Lodges of the locality where the Hereditary
Grand Master desired the meeting to be held at the time. Prior to the regular
formation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland these assemblies were of fre-
quent occurrence in Edinburgh, as is seen from the records of the Lodge of
Edinburgh Mary’s Chapel and the early Minute-book of the Lodge Canongate
Kilwinning.—E.]

»
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the other regular Lodges known by us,) to concur in such a great and
good work, whereby it’s hoped Masonry may be restored to its antient
lustre in this kingdome ; and for effectuating this laudable designe, we
humbly desire that betwixt and Martinmass-day next, you will be
pleased to give us a brotherly answer in relation to the election of a
Grand Master, which we propose to be on St Andrew's Day for the first
time, and ever thereafter to be upon St John the Baptist's Day, or as
the Grand Lodge shall appoint by the majority of voices, which are to
be collected from the Masters and Wardens of all the regular Lodges
then present, or by Proxy to any Master Mason or Fellow-Craft in any
Lodge in Scotland ; and the election is to be in St Mary’s Chappell.
All that is hereby proposed is for the advancement and prosperity of
Masonrie in its greatest and most charitable perfection. We hope and
expect a suitable retarn ; wherein, if any Lodges are defective, they
have themselves only to blame. We heartily wish you all manner of

success and prosperity, and we are, with great respect, your affectionate
and loving Brethren, &c.”

On the day appointed for the election of the Grand Master and other

Office-Bearers of the Grand Lodge, the following Lodges appeared by
themselves or proxies :—

Lodgeof Edinburgh, St Mary’'s Chapel. Strathaven.

Mother Kilwinning. Hamilton Kilwinning.
Canongate Kilwinning. Dunse.

Kilwinning Scots Arms. Kirkaldy.

Kilwinning Leith. Journeymen Masons, Edinburgh.
Kilwioning Glasgow. - Kirkintilloch,

St John, Cupar of Fife. Biggar.

Ancient Brazen, Linlithgow. Sanqubar.

Daunfermline. Peebles Kilwinning.

Dundee. St Mungo, Glasgow.

Dalkeith Kilwinuning. Greenock Kilwinning.
Aitchison’s-Haven. Falkirk.

St John, Selkirk. Aberdeen.

OMld Kilwinning St John, Inverness. Maryburgh.

St John, Lesmahagow. Canongate and Leith, Leith and
St Bride, Douglas. Canongate.

St John, Lanark. Montrose Kilwinning.

The rolls being called, and the Masters and Wardens having produced
their respective powers entitling them to vote in this election, the
following Resignation of the office of Hereditary Grand Master was given
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in by William St Clair of Roslin, Master of the Lodge Canongate Kil-

winning 1 :—

“ I, William St Clair of Rossline, Esquire, taking to my consideration
that the Massons in Scotland did, by several deeds, constitute and ap-
peoint William and Sir William St Clairs of Rossline, my ancestors, and
their heirs, to be their patrons, protectors, judges, or masters ; and that
my holding or claiming any such jurisdiction, right, or privilege, might
be prejudiciall to the Craft and vocation of Massonrie, whereof I am a
member, and I being desireous to advance and promote the good and
utility of the said Craft of Massonrie to the ontmost of my power, doe
therefore hereby, for me and my heirs, renounce, quit, claim, overgive,
and discharge, all right, claim, or pretence that I, or my heirs had, have,
or any ways may have, pretend to, or claim, to be patron, protector,
Jjudge, or master of the Massons in Scotland, in virtue of any deed or
deeds made and granted by the said Massons, or of any grant or charter
made by any of the Kings of Scotland, to and in favours of the said
William and Sir William St Clairs of Rossline, or any others of my pre-
decessors, or any other manner of way whatsomever, for now and ever :
And I bind and oblige me, and my heirs, to warrand this present re-
nounciation and discharge at all hands ; and I consent to the registra-
tion hereof in the Books of Councill and Session, or any other judges’
books cowpetent, therin to remain for preservation ; and thereto I con-
stitute

my procurators, &c. In witnes whereof I have sub-

! [Among the Illustrations to this Volume is a S8ketch of the last Heredi-
tary Grand Master Mason of Scotland taken from the original Picture, in
the possession of the Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, where St Clair was
initiated. It is to be regretted that the records of that Lodge contain no notice
of the time when s0 interesting a memorial came into its possession. Neitker
is the Artist’s name known, although, with some probability, it is supposed to
be an early production from the pencil of Allan Ramsay, son of the Poet.
Young Ramsay studied at Rome, and there became a Mason in the year 1736.
The Picture is first incidentally adverted to in the Minutes of the Canongate
Kilwinning Lodge towards the end of last century.

It may not be unworthy of remark that the Jewel suspended from the sash
worn by St Clair, as delineated in the Picture, is not his Badge of Office as
Hereditary Grand Master Mason, but the general Badge of the Masonic Order,
as worn in the early part of the eighteenth century. This Badge—the Level—
was at that time general among the Craft ; no ordinary Lodges then meeting
in the Third Degree ; which accounts for the Brethren at large adopting the
symbol of the Senior Warden, and of the Fellow Crafts whom he repre-
sented.—Introduction to Laws and Coustitutions of Grand Lodge, 1845.—1".]
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scribed these presents, (written by David Maul, Writer to the Signet),
at Edinburgh, the twenty-fourth day of November one thousand seven
hundred and thirty-six years, before these witnesses, George Frascr,
Deputy-Auditor of the Excise in Scotland, Master of the Canongate
Lodge, and William Montgomerie, Merchant in Leith, Master of the
Leith Lodge.

Sic Subseribitur,

Ww. St Crarr.

Geo. Frazer, Canongate Kilwinning, witness.
Wm. Montgomerie, Leith Kilwinning, witness.”

This Resignation being read and received, was ordered to be pre-
served in the records of the Grand Lodge. The Brethren then proceed-
ed to the election of a Grand Master. To this high office William
St Clair, of Roslin, was unanimously chosen, in consideration of the
nobility and antiquity of his family, of his zeal for the advancement of
the Order, and the peculiar connection of his ancestors with the Masonic
History of Scotland.

Thereafter Captain John Young was elected Depute Grand Master; Sir
W. Baillie of Lamington, Senior Grand Warden; Sir Alexander Hope
of Kerse, Junior Grand Warden; Dr John Moncrief, Grand Treasurer;
John Macdougall, Esq. Grand Secretary; and Mr Robert Alison, Grand
Clerk, who being all present, accepted their respective offices, and
engaged to be faithful therein.' Whereupon the Grand Master took
instruments in the Grand Clerk’s hands on the foresaid election, and
afterwards he and his Depute and Wardens were saluted and invested
with the insignia of their several offices, conform to the regulations.

The first Quarterly Communication was appointed to be held in St
Mary’s Chapel, upon Wednesday the 12th day of January next, and
the Lodge was closed in due form.

This concluded the business of the first meeting of the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, whose history, as drawn from the Records, we shall now
proceed to detail.

At the first Quarterly Communication the minutes and proceedings of
the Masters and Wardens of the four Masonic Lodges, and the minuates
of the Grand Election were read, unanimously approved of, and ap-
pointed to be recorded in the Books of the Grand Lodge.

All Lodges who were not regularly constituted were enjoined toapply
for a new constitution, in order that they may be enrolled on the Grand

1 [The Grand Officers-bearers from 1736 to 1857-8 will be found, arranged in
a tabular form, in Chapter X1V, infra.—E.]
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Lodge Registry; and those who had been properly counstituted were
required to exhibit their patents, for confirmation thereof. In conse-
quence of this, almost all the Lodges applied for new constitutions, and
by a ready and voluntary renunciation of their former rights, evinced
the steadiness of their attachment to the Grand Lodge of Scotiand, and
their unfeigned acknowledgment of her jurisdiction and power.

The Grand Lodge having ordained that a fee should be exacted from
every person who had been initiated into the Order since the date of
her institution, or who might afterwards be initiated, and that this
fee should make a part of the Charity Fund for the relief of indigent
and distressed Brethren, the Mother Kilwinning Lodge petitioned that
this should not be demanded from Operative Masons, many of whom
found it difficult enough to advance the dues to their respective Lodges.
This request of the Mother Kilwinning Masons, however, was rejected ;
and the Grand Lodge decreed that those who refused or neglected to
pay ssaid entry-entry should receive no aid from the Charity Fund.

At the Quarterly Commanication on 13th April 1737, the sum of
L.10 was collected in aid of the Charity Fund.

The inbabitants of Edinburgh and its environs having resolved to
erect an Infirmary or Hospital, for the reception of poor patients who
were unable to procure for themselves medical assistance, the Grand
Lodge proposed to pay, out of her own funds, a certain number of
Operative Masons, to assist in building the Infirmary, provided the
managers of that Institution would allot a particular apartment therein
for the reception of a few infirm Masons, who should be recommended
by the Grand Master. Circular letters were immediately despatched to
all Daughter Lodges, requesting their concurrence in a proposal at once
so humaune and benevolent.

It baving long been customary among the Fraternity to hold their
principal assemblies on St John the Baptist's Day, it was resolved
however by the Grand Lodge, for many reasons, that the Annual Elec-
tion should no longer be celebrated on that day, but on the 30th of
November, the Lirth-day of St Andrew, the tutelar Saint of Scotland.

1737. NovemBer 30. The Right Honourable George, Earl of Crom-
arty, was this year elected Grand Master.

It was resolved that all the Lodges holding of the Grand Lodge
should be enrolled according t: their seniority, which should be deter-
mined from the authentic documents which they produced ; those pro-
ducing none to be put at the end of the roll.

It was unanimously resolved and ordained that the four Quarterly
Communications of the Grand Lodge be held in St Mary’s Chapel, Edin-
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burgh, at three p. M., on the first Wednesday of. each of the four Scotch
Quarterly Terms, viz.:—Candlemas, Whitsunday, Lammas, and Mar-
tinmas, if these terms fall upon a Wednesday, and if not, the first
Wednesday thereafter, so that the representatives of the several Lodges
in Scotland may know to a certainty when and where to attend these
meetings, without putting the Grand Lodge to the expence of printing
and despatching circulars.

The benevolence and liberality of the different Lodges were amply
displayed by their generous donations for the building of the Royal
Infirmary ; and that particular attachment to the Brethren of the Order,
which, by the principles of Free Masonry, they are bound to cherish,
was also exemplified in their eager exertions to procure an apartment of
the Hospital for distressed Masons, who, from the very nature of their
profession, are more exposed to accidents than any other class of the
commaunity.

A letter was received by the Grand Lodge from George Drummond,
Esq. one of the Commissioners of Excise,and President of the Managers
of the Royal Infirmary, informing them that the Foundation-stone
thereof was to be laid on the 2d of August 1738, between three and
four P.mM., and requesting the presence of the Grand Master and his
Brethren to give their countenance and assistance to the undertaking.
With this request the Grand Lodge unanimously complied ; on which
day the Foundation-stone of the New Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh
was laid in the following manner.

The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council, preceded by the
City Officers and Mace, walked in procession from the Council-Chamber
to the ground where the foundation had been prepared. Immediately
after them came the Free and Accepted Masons, in their proper olothing
and jewels, arranged in the following order:—

The Tylers of the several Lodges of Edinburgh and its neighbourhood.
Brethren not belonging to the Grand Lodge, walking by threes.
The Lodges as they stand enrolled, the youngest walking first,
the Masters being supported by their respective Wardens.

The Officers of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Stewards, by threes.

The Grand Secretary with his Clerks.

The Grand Treasurer with his Purse.

The Grand Wardens.

The Most Worshipful The GRAND MASTER,
attended by those Brethren of distinction who did not represent any
particular Lodge.
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The President and College of Physicians walked in procession from
their own Hall ; the Surgeons from their Hall ; and, alongst with them,
several of the Lords of Session ; the Dean, and many of the Faculty of
Advocates; the Writers to His Majesty's Signet; the Presbytery of
Edinburgh ; several of the Incorporations, and a great number of per-
sons of rank and distinction.

When the procession reached the ground, the Grand Master
and his Brethren surrounded the plan of the foundation hand in
hand ; after which the Grand Master, along with the Preses of
the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, having come to the east
corner of the foundation where the stone was to be laid, placed the same
in its bed ; and after the Right Honourable the Lord Provost had laid
a medal under it, each in their turn gave three strokes npon the stone
with an iron wallet, which was succeeded by three clarions of the
trumpet, three huzzas, and three claps of the hands.

Several societies and individuals made large contributions upon this
occasion for carrying on the work. Many gentlemen, and proprietors of
quarries, made presents of stone and lime; merchants gave considerable
quantities of timber ; the farmers in the neighbourhood agreed to carry
all the materials free of charge; the journeymen masons furnished
each a certain quantity of hewn stones ; and as this undertaking was for
the relief of the diseased, lame, and maimed poor, even the common
labourers agreed to work a day in each month gratis; money was also
raised by voluntary contribution ; and there appeared such a spirit
amongst all ranks to encourage the undertaking, that the building was
expected to be finished without the least encroachment upon the capital
stock.

On the conclusion of the ceremony, the Magistrates, attended by a
great number of the company, returned to the Borough-room, where
several loyal and appropriate toasts were given. In the evening a
numerous and splendid assembly, for the benefit of the Institution,
crowned the festivities of the day.

1788. NovemBer 30. The Right Honourable John, Earl of Kintore,
Knight Marischal of Scotland, was elected Grand Master.

It was reported to the Grand Lodge by George Drummond, Esq., one
of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, that the Directors of that Insti-
tution, out of gratitude to the society of Free Masons for their counten-
ance and aid in building the Royal Infirmary, had unanimously agreed
that preference should always be given to distressed and infirm Brethren
in one of the galleries thereof.



104 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

Since the institation of the Grand Lodge, the principles of the Craft
had been so rapidly propagated through every part of the kingdom that
it was found necessary to appoint Provincial Grand Masters over
particular districts, who were empowered to hold general meetings, and
to take cognisance of every thing relating to Masonry within the bounds
of their Province. In consequence of this resolution, Alexander Drum-
mond, Esq. Master of Greenock Kilwinning, was appointed Provincial
Grand Master over the Lodges in the western counties of Scotland.
Although this was the first appointment of the kind since the institution
of the Grand Lodge, nevertheless there was an office of the same kind
during the reign of James VI of Scotland, as has been already stated in
the General History. *

1739. NoveMBer 30. The Right Honourable James, Earl of Morton,
Knight of the Thistle, was this day elected Grand Master.

A present of ten pounds sterling was paid into the Charity Fund of the
Grand Lodge by the Earl of Kintore.

The Managers of the Royal Infirmary having requested the company
of the Grand Lodge, together with those of the City Lodges, at the laying
of the Foundation-stone of the western wing of the Infirmary, on the
14th May 1740, the Right Honourable the Grand Master, attended
by the Office-bearers of the Grand Lodge, and the Office-bearers and
Brethren of various other Lodges, walked in procession from St Mary's
Chapel to the Royal Infirmary, where the Foundation-stone of the western
part of the building was laid with the usual solemnities.

It has been frequently and justly remarked, that those philosophers
who speculate most upon universal benevolence, have been proportionably
deficient in bringing it into action ; this accusation has also been keenly
urged against the supporters of Free Masonry, who are bound at their ini-
tiation to relieve the distresses, and supply the wants of their Brethren.
It is proper therefore to do justice to the Fraternity by recording every
cxtraordinary act of practical benevolence which has been performed by
the Grand Lodge of Scotland. ‘The son of an operative mason in Edin-
burgh baving been left at his father’s death in the most friendless and
indigent condition, was recommended to the patronage of the Grand
Lodge. With a realiness which enhanced the value of the action, they
agreed to take him under their own charge ; to bind him to an operative
mason for eight years, for the freedom of the City and Incorporation of
St Mary’s Chapel ; and, during that time, to furnish him with clothes
and other necessaries. It was also agreed that if any similar applications
were niade, the same action should be performed every three years.

1 [Vide supra, p. 51.—F.]
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In future & paragraph was ordered to be inserted in the public news-
]apers on the Thursday preceding the Quarterly Communications, that
the Lodges might be duly certified of said meetings. A new set of
jewels were purchased for the Grand Ofticers, and a full set of Mason
tools were ordered for the use of the Grand Lodge, and six copies of
Smith's Constitutions anent Masonry. Three examinators were ap-
pointed for trying Visiting Members of the Craft who are strangers to
the Grand Lodge, and who are desirous of attending the meetings thereof.
A recommendation in favour of two Brethren about to proceed to
Jamaica was granted by the Grand Lodge, and signed by the Depute
Grand Master, addressed to the Brethren in that Island.

For the encouragement of Operative Lodges in the country, they were
granted the privilege of merely paying the Fees of a Confirmation for
their Patents of Erection and Constitution.

1740. DecemBer 1. The Right Honourable Thomas, Earl of Strath-
more and Kinghorn, was elected Grand Master.

It was proposed, and unanimously agreed to, that a correspondence
should be opened between the Grand Lodge of Scotland and the Grand
Lodge of England, and that the assistance of the latter in building
the Royal Infirmary should be particularly requested.

A donation of ten guineas each was given by the Right Honourable
the Earls of Cromarty and Morton, late Grand Master Masons of Scot-
land, to the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge.

It was unanimously carried that no proxy or commission should be
continued or in force above ome year, after which time the Brethren
poasessed of such Proxies to have no vote in the Grand Lodge unless
renewed or ratified by their constituents.

1741, NovemBer 30. The Right Honouralle Alexander, Earl of
Leven, was elected Grand Master.

In the conrse of the year many chartersand constitutions were granted,
various sums paid to the funds of the Royal Infirmary, and numerous
widows and distressed Brethren were relieved from the Charity Fund,
conform to the practice of the Grand Lodge.

A donation of ten pounds was given by the Right Honourable
the Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorn, Past Grand Master, for the relief
of indigent Brethren.

1742. NovemBer 30. The Right Honourable William, Earl of
Kilmarnock, was elected Grand Master.
No events of importance occurred during the year.



106 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

1743. NoveMBER 30. The Right Honourable James, Earl of Wemyss,
was elected Grand Master.

A letter was read from the Lodge of Kilwinning, complaining that
they were only second on the roll, while, as the Mother Lodge of Scot-
land, they were entitled to the first place. The Grand Lodge decreed
that as the Lodge of Kilwinning had produced no documents to show
that they were the oldest Lodge in Scotland, and as the Lodge of St
Mary’s Chapel had shewn their records as far back as 1598, the latter
had an undoubted right to continue first on the roll.

This finding of the Grand Lodge by no means contradicts what has
been stated in the Geeneral History® respecting the antiquity of the Kil-
winning Lodge. It was well known, and aniversally admitted that Kil-
winning was the birth-place of Scottish Masonry ; but as the records
of the original Lodge were lost, the present Lodge at Kilwinning could
not prove that theirs was the identical Lodge which had first practised
Free Masonry in Scotland.

1744. Novemser 30. The Right Honourable James, Earl of Moray,
was elected Grand Master. .

A donation of ten guineas to the Charity Fund was given by the
Right Worshipful the Grand Master, and the same sum by the Right
Honourable the Earl of Wemyss, Past Grand Master.

1745. NovemBer 30. The Right Honourable Heory David, Earl of
Buchan, was elected Grand Master.

In consequence of the great assistance which had boen afforded by the
Free Masons, in contributions both of money and labour for the erection
of the Royal Infirmary, the Managers of that Institation intimated to the
Grand Lodge that they had appointed a particular apartment therein for
the reception of such infirm Brethren as should be recommended by the
Grand Master, and another for such as should be recommended by the
Lodge Journeymen, Edinbargh, No. 8.

1746. DecemBER 1. William Nisbet, Esq., of Dirleton, was elected
Grand Master.

The Lodges throughout Scotland, holding of the Grand Lodge, were
this year again divided into Provinces, and Provincial Grand Masters
appointed thereto.

1747. NoveMBER 30. The Honourable Francis Charteris of Amis-
field was elected Grand Master.

1 [Vide supra, p. 46.—E.]
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The Past Grand Master presented a donation of ten gunineas to the
Charity Fund.

At the anniversary meeting of the Grand Lodge, a petition was pre-
sented by the Right Honourable the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, stating,
that as his brother, Alexander Drummond, late Master of the Lodge
Greenock Kilwinning, and Past Provincial Grand Master of the West of
Scotland, had taken up his residence at Alexandretta in Turkey, and
desired to propagate the art and science of Masonry in those parts of the
world where he had already erected several Lodges, he prayed the Grand
Lodge would be pleased to grant a Provincial Commission in his brother’s
favour; which petition having been taken into consideration, the Grand
Lodge unanimously granted the prayer thereof ; and gave full power to
the said Alexander Drummond, and any other whom he might nominate,
to constitute Lodges in any part of Europe or Asia bordering on the
Mediterranean Sea ; to superintend the same, or any others already
erected in those parts; and to transmit an account of his proceedings
to the Grand Lodge at his earliest convenience.

1748. NovemBer 30. Hugh Seton, Esq. of Touch, was elected Grand
Master.

A donation of ten guineas for the use of the Poor Brethren was given
by the Past Grand Master.

The usual meetings and solemnities were held and observed through-
out the year, but without any event of sufficient importance to be
recorded here.

1749. NoveuBer 30. The Right Honourable Thomas, Lord Erskine,
was elected Grand Master. )

The usual donation to the Charity Fund was given by the Past
Grand Master.

The funds of the Grand Lodge were much diminished during the
year by numerous payments to indigent Brethren : While her jurisdic-
tion was greatly extended by the erection of many new Lodges, and the
confirmation of old constitutions.

1750. NovemBer 30. The Right Honourdble Alexander, Earl of
Eglinton, was elected Grand Master.

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge were distinguished by no impor-
tant events in the course of this year.

1751. Novemser 30. The Right Honourable James, Lord Boyd, was
elected Grand Master.



108 THE HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY.

It had bitherto been customary for the Grand Master to nominate his
successor at the Quarterly Communication which preceded the Grand
Election. Lord Boyd having overlooked this part of his duty, the defi-
ciency was supplied by a committee appointed for the purpose, whose
judicious choice was of great benefit to the Order.

1752. Novemper 30. George Drummond, Esq. was elected Grand
Master.

At the Quarterly Communication on 1st August 1753, 2 message was
received by the Grand Lodge informing them that the Foundation-stone
of the Royal Exchange was to be laid on the 13th September proximo,
and requesting the countenance of the Grand Lodge, attended by
the othor Lodges in and about Edinburgh, on that occasion, which
requcst was unanimously acceded to; and in order that the ceremony
might be conducted with that propriety and regularity becoming the
dignity of the Grand Lodge and the solemnity of the occasion, a plan of
the procession was subsequently transmitted to the Craft by the Grand
Master, the observance of which by the Brethren counduced in a great
measure to the gratifying manner in which the ceremonial was carried
on and concluded.

In the morning, the Grand Lodge ordered a triumphal arch, in the
Augustine style, to be erected at the entrance to the place where the
stone was to be laid. In the niches, betwixt the columns, on each side
of the gate, were two figures, representing Geometry and Architecture,
cach as large as life. The entablature was of the Corinthian Order, and
the frieze contained the following inscription,—“ QuoDp FELIX FAUSTUM-
QUE 8IT.”

In the centre compartment, over the entablature, was represented,
under & canopy, the Genius of Edinburgh in a curule chair. Ou her
right hand stood a group of figures representing the Lord Provost,
Magistrates, and Council, in their robes; and on her left another
group, representing the Noblemen and Gentlemen who were employ-
ed as overseers of the intended structure ; in front was the Grand
Master, presenting a plan of the Exchange, attended by several of his
Brethren in Masonic costume. The whole was decorated with laurels.

On the west of the site of the Foundation-stone a theatre was erected
for the Magistrates, covered with tapestry and decked with flowers ;
directly opposite to it, on the east, was another theatre, adorned in the
same manner, for the Grand Master and the Office-bearers of the Grand
Lodge ; around wero galleries for the other Lodges, and for ladies and
gentlemen.
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The Foundation-stone, with the following inscription, was exhibited
early in the mcrning for public inspection :—

GeorGrus DrRUMMONDUS
Iu Architectonica Scotim Repub.
Curio Maximus,
Urbis Edinburgi ter Consul,
Adstantibus Fratribus Architectonicis ccc.
Presentibus multibus Regni Magnatibus,
Senatu etiam Populoque Edinensi, et Hominum Ordinis cujusque
Magna stipante frequentia, .
Cunctisque plaudentibus ;
Ad Edinensinm commoditatem et Decus publicum,
ZEdificiorum novorum Principium lapidem hunc posuit
GuLiELMO ALEXANDRO, Cons.
Idibus Septembr. A. p. MDCCLIIL
Zre Architectonicee vMDCCLIIL
Imperiique Georgii II, Britanniarum Regis
Anno xxvir

Below the inscription were three apertures, each fitted to contain a
medal struck on the occasion. On the one side of this medal was tho
effigy of the Grand Master in profile, vested with the ribbon peculiar
to his office; and in front of him a view of the Royal Infirmary, with
this inscription :—“ G. DrRoMMOND, ARCRITECT. ScoT. SuMMUs Maais.
Ep1n. TER Cos.”

On the reverse of the medal was a perspective view of the Exchange,
encircled with the words,—* URBI EXORNANDAE, C1vIUMQUE CoMMoODI-
TATI ;” and underneath, — “ Fori Novi Edinburgensis posito Lapide
primo, Ordo per Scotiam Architectonicus excudi jussit, x1ix Septembris
MpccLun.”

Another medal was struck commemorative of the event. On the
obverse was the effigy, &c., as above, and on the reverse the Masonic
arms, enclosed within the collar of St Andrew, with the inscription,—
“IN THE LoRD 18 ALL oUR TRUST.”

The Brethren were convened in St Mary’s Chapel at three o'clock
P. M., in all their proper clothing and jewels, where they were met by
the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, who represented to them that
as he proposed to execute this solemn act of his office in the most regular
manner, the order of procession, which had been transmitted to the
Master of every Lodge, was to be strictly observed on this occasion.
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Shortly after three o’clock, the procession advanced in the following
order :—

A body of Operative Masons not belonging to any Lodge present.
A band of French horns.

The Lodges present in the following order :—

A Military Lodge from. General Johnston’s Regiment.
Thistle, Edinburgh.

Scots Lodge in Canongate. [Now St Andrew, No. 48.]
Holyrood House. [Now St Luke, (Holyroodhouse,) No. 44.]
Vervon Kilwinning.

Canongate from Leith. [Now St David, No. 36.]
Dalkeith Kilwinning. b
Journeymen, Edinburgh.
Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate.
Leith Kilwinning.
Canongate Kilwinning.
St Mary’s Chapel.
All the Brethren newly clothed, and the Masters and Wardens in the
clothing and jewels of their respective Lodges, with their badges
of dignity, formed the last rank of each Lodge.
A body of Gentlemen Masons belonging to Foreign Lodges.
A band of hautboys.
The Golden Compasses, carried by an Operative Mason.
Three Grand Stewards, with rods.
Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and Grand Clerk.
Three Grand Stewards, with rods.
Golden Square, Level, and Plumb, carried by three Operative Masons.
A band of French horns.
Tkree Grand Stewards, with rods.
The Grand Wardens.
The Cornucopia and Golden Mallet, carried by the Officer of the
Grand Lodge and an Operative Mason.
The GRAND MASTER,
snpported by a Past Grand Master, and the present Substitute.
A bhody of Operative Masons.

A company of the City Guard covered the rear, and the whole
Brethren, numbering nearly 700, walked uncovered.

Atthe head of Niddry’s Wynd [Street] the procession was received by
a bLody of military and a company of grenadiers, drawn up in tweo
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lines, under arms. By these it was escorted ; one-half of the grenadiers
marching in the front, and the other half in the rear, with fixed bayonets.
The officer of the city guard, at the head of his company, paid the proper
military honours as they passed. In this order they marched, drums
beating and mausic playing, to the Parliament Close. Here the masons
and the troops were formed, each into two lines. Notice being sent to
the Council-Chamber, the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, in
their robes, the City Sword and Mace borne before them, preceded by
the City Officers with their halberts, came into the Parliament Close,
and were received by the Grand Master and the Officers of the Grand
Lodge at the north-west corner, next to the Council-Chamber. The
procession then moved in the following manner :—

First, the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council, attended by several
of the gentlemen employed in tbe direction of the public works, walked
through the lines ; the Grand Master, supported as before, the jewels,
&o., borne before him, went next ; then followed the several Lodges
according to their seniority. Having in this manner passed through the
triumphal arch, the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council proceeded to
the theatre on the west,—the Grand Master and the Officers of the Grand
Lodge to that on the east,—and the daughter Lodges to the galleries
respectively assigned to them. There was a chair for the Grand Master,
with a table before it, covered with tapestry, on which were placed the
Jjewels, &c., the cornucopia, and two silver vessels filled with wine and oil.

When the company were thus properly arranged, the Grand Master
took his seat, and the stone was, by order of the Substitute Grund
Master, slung in a tackle, and let down gradually, making three regular
stops before it came to the ground, during which the Masonic Anthem
was sung, accompanied by the music, all the Brethren joining in the
chorus. The Grand Master, supported as before, preceded by his Officers,
and the Operative Masons carrying the jewels, &o., descended from the
theatre, and passing through the Grand Officers to the place where the
stone lay, the Substitute Grand Master deposited in each of the three
cavities cut in the stone, one of the before-mentioned medals. The Past
Grand Master and the Substitute having retired, two Operative Brethren
took their places, with whose assistance the Grand Master turned the
stone and laid it in its bed, the inscription undermost.!

The Grand Master then taking his station at the east of the stone,
with his Substitute on the left, and his Wardens in the west, the opera-
tive who carried the square delivered it to the Substitute, who presented
it to the Grand Master, and he having applied it to that part of the

1 The stone is in the south-east corner of the west wing.
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stone which was square, returned it to the operative. The operative
who carried the plumb, then delivered it to the Substitute, who presented
it also to the Grand Master, and he having applied it to the edges
of the stone, holding it upright, delivered it again to the operative.
In like manner the operative who carried the level, delivered it to the
Substitute, which he likewise presented to the Grand Master, who
applied it above the stone in several positions, and returned it to
the operative. The mallet was then presented to the Grand Master,
who gave three knocks upon the stone, which was followed by the Grand
Honours from the Brethren. An anthem was then sung, accompanied
by the music ; during which the cornucopia, and the two silver vessels
containing the wine and oil, were brought down to the stone. The
cornucopia was delivered to the Substitute, and the vessels to the
Wardens. The anthem being concluded, the Substitute presented the
cornucopia to the Grand Master, who turned out the ears of corn
upon the stone. The silver vessels were then delivered by the War-
dens to the Substitute, and by him presented to the Grand Master,
who poured the contents upou the stone, saying, “ May the bountiful
hand of Heaven supply this city with abundance of corn, wine, oil,
and all the other conveniences of life.” This was succeeded by the
Grand Honours, after which an anthem was sung. The Grand Master
then repeated these words:—¢ As we have now laid this Foundation-
stone, may the Grand Architect of the universe, of His kind providence,
enable us to carry on and finish the work which we have now begun ;
may He be a guard to this place, and the city in general ; and may He
preserve it from decay and ruin to the latest posterity.” The ceremony
was concluded with a short prayer for the Sovereign, the senate of the
city, the Fraternity of Masons, and all the people; the anthem was
resumed, and the Grand Master returned to his chair amidst the plaudits
of the Brethren.

The Grand Master then addressed the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and
Council, and such of the gentlemen employed in the direction of the
building as were present :—

“ My Lorp AND GENTLEMEN,

“In the public character which I now hold at the head of my
Brethren of this ancient and honourable Society, I presume to address
you ; and in their name, and for myself, I return yon my most humble
and hearty thanks for the honour you have done us in witnessing our
laying this Foundation-stone. May you and your successors be happy
instruments of forwarding this great and good work, of which we have
now so fair a prospect. As it will add greatly to the ornament and
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advantage of the city, so I hope it will be a lasting honour to you, and
a means of transmitting your memories to the latest posterity.

“ To such of you, my fellow-eitizens, as are joined in the direction of
this building with the other noble and generous patrons of the intended
pablic works, I address myself particularly, and at the desire of my
Brethren, some of whom have become contributors, and I hope more will
soon follow the laudable example. I beg leave to observe, that as these
works are designed for the ornament, interest, and convenience of
the city, it is not doubted but that you will be attentive, with the most
vigorous and ardent zeal, to pursue the whole of the scheme for the
general good, and on no account to allow private interest or party humour
any where to prevail or interfere. I would not hate presumed to express
myself in this manner were it not absolutely necessary, for the success
of such works, that the public should be entirely satisfied of the dis-
interestedness of the Directors. Jealousies, if there should be any at our
setting out, could not fail to be attended with fatal consequences; no
less, perhaps, than the entire overthrow of the scheme. They would
occasion an unhappy backwardness, if not a stagnation in the contribu-
tions ; as prejudices, however ill-founded, are always very difficult to be
overcome. This could not but give the utmost concern to all of us, and
to every good citizen.

“ The task I have undertaken will no doubt to some appear insur-
rmountable ; it must, indeed, be confessed to be difficult. But my
experience of the kindness of Providence in a late affair of this natare,!
and the generous disposition of my fellow-citizens, and many others,
encouraged me to engage likewise in this undertaking. And, whatever
judgment the censuring part of mankind may pass, I have a secret satis-
faction in thinking that some of my leisure hours are thus usefully
employed. 1 shall cheerfully sacrifice a part of my own quiet and
interest, if thereby I can be any way serviceable to the place of my birth,
and the metropolis of my country, which has again and again done me
the great honour to put me at the head of its Senate. And I flatter
myself this resolution will not be thought to proceed from any sinister
motives.

“ As I have nothing more sincerely at heart than the finishing the
work we have now so happily begun, I am hopeful, that if Ged in His
providence shall not permit us to see it finished, there shall not be
wanting gentlemen of abilities, endued with so much love to their
country as to think, as I have always done, a part of their time and
labour worthily bestowed in superintending and promoting this and all

! The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh,
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the other schemes now in view for the benefit of the public. That the
city of Edinburgh may always be blessed with many such citizens, and
that the city, and all ranks of people in it, may flourish and be happy,
has ever been, and still shall be, my unfeigned wish and most ardent
prayer.”

The Grand Master next addressed himself to the contractors and
builders of the work, to the following effect :—

“ My BRETHREN AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,

“ You are now about to engage in the execution of this great under-
taking, which I hope will bring you profit. Tt will bring you honour
likewise, if you perform your part faithfully. I persuade myself you
are convinced that to gain the esteem and thanks of the noble and
judicious patrons of this work, and of your fellow-citizens, will be
of no small consequence to youn; and that these depcnd on the execution
of what you now undertake. Your reputation must either stand or fall
by it ; for the beauties or faults of public edifices are in a manner mani-
fest to every body. A good design, well executed, does honour to the
undertaker ; bat his reputation must suffer, if art, prudence, or honesty
be wanting. What I have said is only by way of caution ; for I have
no doubt of your capacity to judge of the soundness of the materials, or
of your knowledge in every thing requisite ; yet let me advise you to
consider well, and make yourselves thoroughly acquainted with the
whole of the design ; by having a clear and distinct view of the general
plan, you will discover many things necessary to be known, which other-
wise might escape the most accurate ; and thus you will avoid false and
expensive executions. I believe it will be convenient that one of your
number, sufficiently accomplished to perform every part of the work,
and who by a constant study and practice in works of this kind, has de-
monstrated his knowledge, be appointed to attend and oversee the work
at all times. T have nothing to add but to recommend a strict ad-
herence to the plan, and to whatever the Directors may think fit to pre-
scribe ; and that no undue freedom be used by you either in the exterior
ornaments or in the interior disposition. You are n