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DEDICATION.

‘To THE MOST PUISSANT AND NOBLE PRINCE
HENRY SOMERSET,

‘Duke of Beaufort ; Marquis and Earl of Wor-

- cefter and Glamorgan; Vifcours Grofmont;
Baron Herbert 3 Lord of Ragland, Chepftow,
and Gower 3 and Baron Beaufort of Caldecot
Caftle, Mofp Worfbipful Grand Mafter of 1be
mof8 ancient and boncurable SOCIETY of
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS
in ENGLAND,

May it pleafe your GR ACE,

THE following fheets tending to inculcate

the exalted principles of benevolence,
univerfal harmony and unlimitted charity, have
a peculiar claim to your Grace’s patronage and
protection, who fo zecaloufly and fuccefsfully
have fupported and diffufed the bleflings of our
laudable infHtution. Honours! derived from
fuch a fource, and eftablifhed on a conftant ad-

herence to fuch excellent defigns, can never fade.
- ) ; ‘ And

/




DEDICATION

And while they endear your Grace to every hu--
mane heart, muft alfo infpire the friends to our
fociety, with the moft lively fentiments of grati-
tude and pleafure, both for your Grace’s atten-
tion, and known goodnefs to particular brethren,
and your readinefs to propofe and adopt every
meafure, calculated to add dignity to our efta-
blithment, and give energy and authority to its
laws. :

This glorious profpe&t gives us the fulleft
hopes, that under your Grace’s illuftrious pa-
tronage, the benign fentiments of charity, and
the indifpenfible duty of promoting the general
welfare of mankird, will be more univerfally and
extenfively received.

Encouraged by thefe confiderations, I flatter
myfelf, your Grace will forgive my endeavour-
to fecure permanency to the following fheets, by

refixing a name, which- muft be revered by
every friend to the intereft of humanity, and the
benevolent intentions of our inftitution, till time

. and mafonry fhall be no more. ,

May it pleafe your G ig ACE,
Your GRA CE's moft dutiful,

And devoted bumble fervant,

 WELLINS CALCOTT.
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Napth. Franks, Efq, Great George-ftreet, Weftminfter,
Royal Paper

Mr. Edward Francis, Mafter of a Veffel

Mr. Thomas Frere, of the Thatched Houfe Tavern, - S:.
James’s, Royal Paper

Mr. Jothaa French, Horfe-Fair, ditto

Mr. Fry, jun. Dﬂhller, Briftol

Mr. Fricker, Pool, Dorfetfhire

Mr. William Fryar, Exeter

Mr. John Kry, of the White-Hart Lodge, ditfo

* . b His
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G
His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Gloucetfter, fix Copies,
Royal Paper
The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Gormaniton, R. P.
Sir Richard Glynn,, Bart. Member of Parliament, R. P,
Mr. William Garnfey, Briftol
Mr. Ifaac Garcia, Merchant, London
Mr. James Galloway, R. W. M. Pallmall
Mr. George Gally, Shug-Lane, P. M.
Mr. William Gardiner, R. W. M. of St. ]ohnsLodge,
Exeter
Mr. J. S. Gaudry, P. M. Bath, Royal Paper
M:r. Edward Gapp, Attorney at Law, Chelmsford
Mr. Samuel Geen, St. Ives, Cornwall
Mr. Daniel Gell, New-ftreet, Devo(hu-e-fquare
Mr. Jofeph Gerard, Plymouth
Mr. George Gilbert, of All Soul’s Lodge, Tiverton
Captain Andrew Glrardot, Royal Paper
Edward Gibbon, jun. Efq; Royal Paper
Mr. S. Gillio, Surgeon
Mr. Robert Gill, jun. Attorney at Law, Do&or’s Com.
Mr. William Gilborn, R. W. M. of 'the Lodge'of Ma-
rines, Plvmouth Dock '
Mr. Goldney, Draper, at Bath
Mr. Edward Vernon Goodall, Attorney at Law, ditto
Mr. Alexander Gordon, Plymouth Tavern, Plymouth
Mr. Gough, Tallow-Chandler, Glanville-ftreet
Mr. Geff, Surgeon, Pallinall
Mr. Lace Goodfellow, W. I. W. Salifbury
Rev. Mr. Gower, Chelfea
Nathaniel Gould, Efg; Colonel in the Guards, R. Pa.
Mr. John an‘xths, New-ftreet, Covent-garden
Mr. Henry Gretton, Fenchurch-ftreet
Mr. John Grifliths, Hofier, Bond-ftreet
Mr. Richard Gregory, Windfor
Rev. Mr. Gretton, Re&or of Sprvngﬁeld ‘Effex
Lieutcnant Andrew Grant, z2d Regiment of Foot
Mr. Henry Grinter, W.S. W. Amicable Lodge, Exeter
Mr. Philip Gregory, Mercer, Biddeford
Mr. Grundy, at the Green Dragon, Ledbury
Mr. Giles Greville, Surgeon, Briftol
My, Patrick Graham, Union Punch-houfe, Briftol
Mr. John Grifiiths, on the Back, W. §. W. ditto
Mr.
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Mr. Edward Grumley, Math-fireet, Briftol '
Mr. James Grave, P. M. Purfer in the Royal Navy
‘Mr. John Griffiths, Plymouth-Dock
- Mr. Jofeph Gregg, Plymouth
Mr. Thomas Green, Grocer, Launcefton .
Mr. John Grenfell, Mercer, Penzance
Mr. James Gregory, Alresford:
~ Mr. Charles Gullam, Houfe Painter, Briftol
Do&. Gufthart, Bath
M. Gunter, Green Dragon, Hereford
Captain John Gunning, Somerfet-houfe
Mr. William Gueft, Halfmoon-ftreet
Mr. John Gundry, Fountain-Court, Strand
Mr. Charles Gwavas, Merchant, Penzance
Rod. Gwynne, Efq; Deputy-Governor of Berwick
Caftle . _
Marmaduke Gwynne, jun. Efq; Captain in the Radnor--
thire Militia * N
John Gwatkin, Efq; Bullingham, near Hereford

H

Mr. Thomas Haviland, Apothecary, Bath

Mr. William Harford, Baker, ditto

Mr. James Hafkins, Briftol

Mr. Richard Hardwicke, Hereford

W. H. Hartley, Efq; Major in the Gloucefter Militia

Mr. John Hart, Merchant, London -

Mr. Nathaniel Hart, Surgeon, Clerkenwell

Mr. George Harding, Apothecary, Strand

Mr. James Hardy, Clare-Market

Mr. Robert Harris, Druggift, St. Paul’s Church-yard

Mr. Pymm Hammond, Carver, W. 1. W of the Lodge
of Regularity, London

Mr. Samuel Hayes, M. D. Lincoln’s-inn-fields

Mr, William Hacket, Stafford

John Halliday, Efq; Banker, London, P. M.

Mr. Ifaac Hart, Great Pultney-ftreet, Golden-fquare

Mr. Zach. Hardman, Long-acre

Mr. Mofes Hart, ditto

Mr. John Hankins, ditto

Mr. John Harrifon, York

Mr. Edward Harvey, Plymouth-Dock

Mr. Robert Haydon, P. M. Plymouth

bz ) Mro(
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Mr. William Harrifon, Gunner in the Royal Navy,
Plymoath

Chriftopher Harris, Efq; Launcefton, Cornwall

Mr. Edward Hambleton, of the Star Inn and. Tavern,
Marazion, Cornwall .

Mr. John Hall, Limner, Marazion, ditto

Mr. Andrew Harward Brazier, Totnefs, Devonthire

Mr. William Hatfwell St. John’s Lodge, Exon

Mr. John Hawkins, W.].W. of they White-Hart, Exeter

Mr. James Hart, Mafter of a Veffel

Charles Hanning, M. D. Crewkerne, Somerfetthire

Mr. Ifaac Harvey, Clothier, Axminfter

Southcott Hallet, Efq; Dorfetfhire .

Mr. Samuel Alford Harbour, of the Bull-Inn, Bridport

Mr. John Haberdine, King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad- Thames

Philip Hales, Efq; Lower Brook-ftreet

Mr. Halford, Apothecary, Chelfea

Mr. Thomas Edward Harris, King-ftreet

Mr. Henry Heath, P. M. Briftol

Mr. John Henderfon, Tobacconift, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Hemburg, jun. ditto

Mr. S. Hewfon, Apothecary, Mary-le-bone-ftreet

Mr. James Heywood, Land-furveyor, St. Martin’s-lane;
R. W. M.

‘Mr. W. H. Heywood, Surgeon, Biddeford

Mr. Richard Hearne, Corner of Brooks-ftreet, Holbourn
Mr. James Hefeltine, Do&or’s-Commons, R. P.

Ifaac Head, Efg; Colle&or of the Cuftoms at Scilly, R. P.

. Mr. Alexander Hewet, at the Shoe-Warehoufe, Eaft-

Smithfield
Mr. John Higgens, of the Lodgc of Perfe& Friend«
fhip, Bath
Mr. Roger Hicks, Seend, near Devizes, Wilts -
‘Mr. James Hill, Briftol
Mr. ]ohn Hill, ditto
Mr. W. P, chklmg, Leadenhall Market
Mr. John Hinchcliffe, Stone-Mafon, Long-acre
Mr. Nathanicl Hicks, W. J. W. St.Ives, Cornwall
Mr. Nathaniel Hicks, jun. St. Ives, ditto
Mr. William Hichens, Secretary, St. Ives Lodge, ditte
Mr. Robert Hibbs, Seven Stars, Totnefs
Mr. Aaron Hifcock, Exon '
Mr. Jofiah Hill, Plymouth-Inn, St. Thomas’s, Exon
Mr, Philip Hill, Tawftock, Devonfhire
Mr" Samuel Hxll Anchor, Smlth Top(ham N
(1.
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Mr. Thomas Hill, Shipwright, ditto
Mr. John Hirft, Tower-hill

.Rev. Mr. Hollings, Monmouth, Royal Paper

Mr. John Horton, Apothecary, Bath
Mr. John Hobbs, Briftol

Charles Holland, Efq; London

Mr. John Holdftock, Shirchampton

- Mr. Thomas Hooper, Surgeon, P. M. Plymouth-Dock

Laqdge - :
Mr. Tyzack Hodges, Queen-Hythe
Mr. Richard Holloway, Crown and Anchor, Strand,
Royal Paper :
Mr: Henry Hotkyn, Launcefton, Cornwall
{{)hn Hodges, Efq; Brook Street, Royal Paper
owland Holt, Efq; W. S, G. W. Royal Paper
Mr. Charles Hodder, King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-Thames
Mr. Robert Horn Homeward, W. §. W. Fair St
Horfleydown
ohn Hobfon, Efq; Abington Buildings,
r. Jofeph Holinden, Long-acre .
Samuel Hughes, Efq; of .the Monmouththire Militia
Mr. Edward. Hutchinfon, Apothecary, Bath
Mr. James Hughes, Attorney. at Law, Brijtol
Mr. Robert Hufband, Plymouth-Dock
Capt. Anthony Hunt, of the Royal Navy

,Mr. William Hunt, Purferin the Royal Navy

Mr. William Hume, Plymouth

Rev. Mr. Thomas Hugo, Re&or of Dunchidcock, De.
vonfhire

Mr. John Hugo, Surgeon, Crediton

Mr. John Humphreys, Officer of the Excife, Salifbury

Mr. John Hughes, Hooper, Briftol

Mr. Mordecai, Hyams, ditto

J

Mr. Abraham James, Diftiller, Briftol

Mr. Lazarus Jacobs, ditto :

Mr. Richard James, Wine Merchant, Falmouth

Mr. George Jackfon, of the Salutation Lodge, Topfham

Mr. William James, of the Royal Edwin Lodge, Lynn
Regis

Mr. ]garrat, Pear-tree-ftreet

Ms. Henry Jaffray, W. J. G. W. Royal Paper

’

George
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George James, Efq; Soho

Mr. Samuel Jacemard, Oxford Road

Mr. Richard Jenn, Grocer, Plymouth Dock

Mr. Thomas Jefferfon, St. John’s Lodge, Exon

Captain ,](cnnings, Gentleman of the Bed-chamber te
the Duke of Cumberland

Mr. Henry Jefteries, P. M, Briftal

Mr, Thomas Jenner, Windfor )

*Mr. William Jelfe, New Palace Yard, Weftminfter

Mr. J. Jeffreys, Brewer, Hammerfmith

Mr. Edward Iliffe, W. S. W. Unian Lodge, Exon

Mr. Jones, Draper, Bath

Mr. Jolly, Perfumer, Bath

Mr. John Jones, Briftol

My. William Jones, Redcliffe-ftreet, ditto

Mr. Gilbert Jones, Lower Bullingham, Herefordfhire

Mr. James Johnfon, Pro&or of Hereford

Mr. John Jones, Chepftow, Monmouthfhire

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Piymouth-Dock

Mr. Thomas John, Merchant, Penzance

Richard Johns, Efq; Collector, Gweeke, Cornwall

Mr. Tremenheer Johns, Attorney at Law, Helftone, do.

Mr, Jofeph. Johnfon, W. S. W. St. John’s Lodge,
Exeter . ;

Robert Jones, Efq; Foumon Caftle, Royal Paper

Mr. Francis Johnfton, Brewer, New-ftreet, -near Broad-
Street .

Mr. George Jolliffe, Attorney at Law, Air-fireet, Pic
cadilly S

William Johnfton, Efq; Hammer{mith

Mr. Robert Jones, Chelfea

Mr. John Johnfton, May’s Buildings '

Mr. Thomas Jones, Long-acre

Mr. J. Judfon, Great May’s-Buildings

Henry Norton Ivers, Efgq; Bath, two Copies |

Mr. Frederick Kandler, of St. Alban’s Lodge
Mr. Keene, Printer, Bath
Mr. William Kennelly, PlymouthDock
Mr. John Keir, Surgeon, Marazion, Cornwall
Mr. Chriftopher Kempiier, Chelfea
Mr. Daniel Keele, Watch-maker, Salifbury
John Keeling, Efgq; Clerkenwell

. Mr.
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Mr. Robert Kellie, P. M.-two Copies

Mr. 'Charles Keymys, Briftol

Mr. Kitto, Bath

Mr. W. Kirkpatrick, of the Navy, Briftol

Mr. George Kingdon, Hat-maker, Plymouth
Mr. William King, jun. Warebridge, Cornwall

~ Mr. James Kimpland, ‘of the Fleece Inn-and Tavern,

Barnftaple
Mr. William King, R. W. M. of the Cuftom-houfe
John Knill, Efq; P. M. of St. Ives
Lucy Knightly, Efq; R.Pa.
Dr. Knox, Jermain-ftreet, R. Pa.
Mr. Matthias Kulick, Surgeon, Lower Eaft-Smithfield

L
The Right Hon. Earl of Leven, R. Pa.

- Right Hon. Earl of Loudon, R.Pa.

‘The Hon. Robert Lee, Bath

Mr. William Lanfdown, Silverfmith, Bath

Mr. William Lane, of Launcefton

Rev. Mr. Thomas Lane, St. Ives Cornwall )

Mr. Lane, Attorney at Law, King-ftreet, Covents
Garden

Mr. Thomas Langdon, Long-acre

Mr. David Lambert, Malton, Yorkthire

Mr. Jofeph Lawlefs, Exeter

Mr. Richard Langdon, Secretary of the Union Lodge,
Exeter

Mr. William Langford, Hoppings, near Exeter

Mr. John Lander, Cuftom-houfe, Pool, Dorfetfhire

Stephen Czfar La Maiftre, Efq; Piercey-ftreet °

Mr. Thomas Lander, Eaton, Berks, P. M.

Mr. ]. Laverick, Piccadilly

Mr. David Lambert :

Mr. Lewis, Pro&or, Landaff

Mr. Thomas Leach, Surgeon, at Chepftow -

Mr. Thomas Lewis, Secretary of the Vitruvian, Lodge
at Rofs, Herefordfhire

Mr. Thomas Llewellin, Fifhmonger, Briftol

Mr. Step. Lewis, Gay-ftreet, ditto

Mr. John Lean, ditto ‘ )

Mr. J. Lewis, Attorney at Law, Plymouth, P. M.

Mr. George, Taylor, Plymouth, P. M.

harles Leadbetter, Jeweller, Carey-Lane, London

. Mr.
Mr. John. Leer, Attorney at Law, W. S. W. Pool,

-.:. =5 o .

Samuel

Dorfet
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Samuel Lewin, Efq; Chelmsford

Mr. James Leithman, W. S. W. Minories, R. P.

Mr. Thomas Lewling, Rupert-ftreet

George Leg, Efq; -

Mr. John Lilly, Falmouth

Mr. Thomas Linfoot, Crofs-lane, Long-acre

izhn Lloyd, Efq. Cwmbrane, Carmarthenthire
r. Lowdon, Apothecary, Briftol

Mr. S. Lorrimore, ditto

Mr. Henry Loveday, fen. Painfwick

Mr. Thomas Lloyd, Plymouth :

Captain Logan, of the Marines, ditto

Edward Lovel, Efq; Windfor-Caftle, R. Pa.

Captain Jacob Lobb, Penzance

Mr. Loveday, Apothecary, Hammer{mith

Mr. William Lodder, the Lion and Lamb Inn, Pool,
Dorfetfhire :

Rev. Mr. Lock, W. J. W. Union Lodge, Exeter

Mr. Samuel Lufcombe, Surgeon, Exeter, z Copies

Mr. John Luckcombe, Tr. of St. George’s Lo. Exon

Mr. Steph. Luke, Merchant, W. J. W. Penzance

Mr. George Lyne, Mercer, Launcefton

Mr. Chriftopher Lymebear, Fountain Inn, Oakhamp-
ton, Devon ‘

Captain Lynch, of the z2d Regiment Treafurer of the

" Union Lodge, Exeter

Mr. Alex. Lyall, Kings Arm’s Lodge, Shad Thames

Capt. Thomag Lynn, of the Royal Navy, 2 Copies

Mr. John Jofeph Lyon, Hope Tavern, Horfley-down

M

Right Hon. Lord Vif. Molyneux, 2 Copies, Ro. Pa.

Sir. Alex. McDonald, Bart.

Mr. Daniel Mansfield, W. J. W. of the Vitruvian Lodge
at Rofs '

Mr. Hymphrey Matthews, of the Vitruvian Lodge at
Rofs .

Mr. Maagee, Statuary, Bath

Mr. James Richard Maud, Briftol

Mr. John Merchant, Redcliffe-ftreet, Briftol

Mr. Richard Broad, Manning, Three Crowns, Plymouth

Mr. Richard Mac‘Gannon,- of the Plymouth Divifion
of Marines o Mr.

. r.
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Mr. Richard Maltby, Wine Merchant, James-fireet,
Long-Acre

Rev. Mr. H. C. Manley, Bradninch, Devon

Thomas Mafters, Efq; Royal Paper

Mr. Geo. Woodward Mallet, Attorney at Law, Plymouth

Lieut. M¢‘Kenzie, 43d Regiment of Foot, Plymouth

Lieut. Mc*Neil, of the Marines, Plymouth

Mr. John Manning, Brazier, Launcefton

Mr. Thomas Mc¢Lellan, Falmouth

Mr. Robert Martin, Launcefton, 2 Copies

Lieut. Charles Mac Lean, of the 43d Regiment

Mr. Mac Aufland, Merchant, Plymouth Dock

Mr. John Marnell, Plymouth Dock-yard

Mr. Nicholas May, Surgeon, Plymouth-Dock

Mr. Phillip Matthew, Attorney at Law, Chudleigh,
Devonthire -

Lieutenant William Marler, Exon

Mr. Samuel Mayne, Hot-prefler, St, John’s Lodge,
Exeter :

Mr. Benjamin Mace, Surgeon, 22d Regiment, 2 Copies

Mr. Richard Mallock, Writing-Mafter, Axminfter

Mr, Robert Mapfon, King’s-Arms Lo. Shad Thames

Jof. Mauger, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. Pa.

L. M¢ Leane, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa.

Mr. Henry John Matkall, Apothecary, Oxford Road,
R. W. M. ' '

Mr. James M¢ Clary, Windfor, P. M.

Mr. Robert Mafon, Change-Alley

Mr. John Mafon, Woollen-draper, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Maxfield, Toy-maker, ditto

Mr. Matthew Meafe, jun. ditto

Mr. John Meaifey, Winchefter

Mr. Thomas Mercer, S. Poole :

Mr. Thomas Martin, of the King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad.
Thames

Mr. John Mills, Briftol

Mr. Stephen Millet, St. James’s Back -

Mr. J. Milton, jun. Cuftom-houfe, Briftal

Richard Michens, Efq; Penzance o,

John Michie, Efq; Spring-gardens, R. Pa.

Mr. Ifaac Mifaubin, St. Martin’s-Court

Rev. Mr. Ja. Minifie, of Fairwater, Sommerfetfhire

Mr. Edward Minifie, London . '

Mr. James Mift; Ironmonger, Long-acre

Mr. Henry Morgan, Rumney, near Cardiffe M

: c T
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Mr. Lewis Morgan, Rumney, near Cardiffe

Mr. Edmond Morton, Coach-maker, Bath

Mg tF{,{d\;’ard Morgan, P. M. of the Pythagoric Lodge,
rifto '

Mr. William Morgan, Leather-drefler

Mr. Samuel Moore, St. Peter’s Hofpital, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Moore, Guinea-ftreet, ditto

Mr. Thomas Mountjoy, Wine-hooper, ditto

Mr. John Morfe, AccomPtaxit, ditto

Mr. Edward Moffett, Painter, Temple-Lane

Mr. William Moore, Hereford

Mr. Paul Mounier, Attorney at Law, Plymouth Dock

Lodge, P. M.

Mr. D. Morris, Queen of Bohemia’s Head, Wych-ftreet

Mr. R. Moody, Fifhmonger, Leadenhall-Market

Mr. F. Morgan, Optician, Ludgate-ftreet

Mr. J. Mounier, Surgeon, Plymouth

Mr. Job. Brookes Moone, Plymouth-Dock

Captain Molefworth, of the 43d Regiment, Plymouth

Mr. Alexander Mofes, Falmouth

Mr. James Morton, of the King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-

Thames, R. W. M.

Mr. George Moore, Windfor '

Mr. Nathaniel Mullens, Gold{mith, Briftol

Mr. John Mullens, the George, David-ftreet

Mr. Stephen Munden, I'leet-ftreet

Mr. Charles Munden, Windfor

Mr. James Muffard, Coal-Merchant

Mr. William Munden, Chelfea

Mr. H. Munro, Conduit-ftreet

N

Mr. James Nayler, Crofs-Keys, Mary le Bone Lane

Mr. Robert Newman, Surgeon, R. W. M. of the Vi-
truvian Lo. at Rofs, Herefordthire

Mr. Adam Newman, Innholder, Bath

Mr. John Netterville, Temple-Crofs, Briftol

Mr. Felix Neale, Briftol ,

Mr. Richard Nelfon, Mercer, Plymouth Dock, P. M.

Lieut. Jof. Neville, of the Royal Navy, Plymouth

Mr. George Nelfon, Gatcombe, Devonthire :

Mr. Holdfworth Newman, W. S. Y. of the Lodge,
Dartmouth

Mr . Gilbert Neyle, Exon,
v " Ml'.
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Mr. Obadiah Newell, Mafter of a Veflel

Mr. James Newey, Cuftom-houfe, London °

Mr. Thomas Nevell, Sweedland-court

Mr. Thomas Neale, Mary-le-bone

Tho. Nichols, Efq; S. W. of the Vitruvian Lodgé, Rofs
Mr. Jonathan Noad, Briftol '

Mr. Tho. North, R. W. M. of the Jerufalem Lodge, do.
Mr. P. Norton, Wine-ftreet, ditto

Mr. William Northcote, Surgeon, Cornwall )
Mr. Nowell, of the Fountain Inn and Tavern, Taunton

o

C. Ogilvy, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa.

Mr. D, Ogilvy, Surgeon, Curfitor-ftreet, Chancery-lane
Mr, John Ogilvie, Conduit-ftreet, W. J. W, .
John Ommanney, Efq; Plymouth
Mr. Jof. Oldfield, York
Mr. Edward Onion, at the Bull, High-ftreet, Briftol
Mr. Peter Ougier, Dartmouth .
Hugh Owen, Efq; Lower Grofvenor-ftreet
Mr. Thomas Qwen, Hatter, Briftol
Mr. Francis Owen, Cabinet-maker, Briftol
Captain A. Owen, of the Foot Guards
Mr. John Owen, Officer of Excife, Monmouth, P. M.
Mr. John, Oxley, Gardener, Briftol
P
Sir Richard Phillipps, Bart. Member of Parliament, R. P.
The Paladian Lodge, Hereford, ten Copies
Francis Paget, Efq; at the Cocoa-tree Coffee-houfe
Mr. John Palmer, P. M. of the Lodge of Perfe& Friend»
fhip, Bath
Mr. Palmer of the Pelican, Brifto}
Mr. Peter Pardoe, ditto
Mr. Robert Paul, Surgeon, Ilminfter
Mr. Jof. Parfett, Baker, Carnaby-market
Mr. Thomas Parkinfon, King’s-Head Tavern
Mr. Jof. Parfloe, of the New Marlbro’ Coffee-houfe,
Great Marlbrough-ftreet

George Palmer, Efq; R.W.M. York, Royal Paper
Michael Henry Pafcall, Captain in the Royal Navy
Mr. James Parfons, Merchant, Plymouth
Mr. William Parry, Taylor, ditto

c2 Mr,

e
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Mr. John Parker, Leather-dreflfer, Launcefton
-~ Mr. David Palmer, of Do.
Mr. Anthony Page, jun. Barnftaple
Mr. John Place, of Pilton
Mr. James Partridge, Exon
Mr. John Paul‘yn, Exon
George Patterfon, Efq; Great Marlbrough-ftreet, R. P.
John Parker, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P
John Patterfon, Efq; Burlmgton-ﬂrcet. two * Copies,
Royal Paper .
Mr. J. D. Parker, Chelmsford
John Pattinfon, Efq; London
Peter Paumier, Efq; Do. R. Pa.
Capt. Pafcall, of the Royal Navy
Mr. Anthony Parquot, Wardour-ftreet :
Mr. John Pattinfon, Great Rider-ftreet, St. James’s
Mr. William Perry, Bofton, New-England
Mr. Charles Peer, Quarter-mafter Serjeant of Marines,
W.S. W. Plymouth Dock
Mr. Perkin’s, Brawn’s-Head, Bond-fireet
Mr. Peters, Portrait Painter, Wellbeck-itreet, 6 Copies
Mr. William Pearfe, W. S. W. Bath
Mr. John Redley, Dean’s-court, Doctor’s Commons
Mr. John Pearce, Surgeon, Penzance
Mr. Thomas Penrofe, P. M. Attorney at Law, ditto-
Mr. Wiiliam Pendar, Surgeon, Falmouth
Mr. Thomas Pering, W. J. W, Dartmouth
Mr. William Penny, Surgeon, P. M. Newton-Abbot
~ Mr. Richard Pearce, Biddeford
‘Mr. Edward Perry, Free-Mafon’s Arms, Poleflar, near
xon
John Perkins, Serge-makcr, Amicable Lodge,
Exeter, P. M.
Mr. James Peacock, King’s-Arms, Shad Thames
Mr. Samuel Pemﬂone, Bird-ftreet
"'Mr: Anfley Pcllatt, W. J. W. St. John-ftreet, R. P.
Mr. Edward Phillips, Attorney at Law, Gloucefter
Mr. James Phillips, Secretary at the Rofe and Crown,
Cuftom-houfe
]llames Phipps, Efq; R.P.
ev. Mr. Pitman, Hereford, R.P.
Mr. Wiiliam Pichard, Water- gilder, Little Old Bailey
Mr. William Pmckney, St. Paul’s-church-yard
Mr. Fleming Pinkftan, Surgeon, P. M.

Mr. John Pinkey, Surgeon, Dartmouth "
' r.
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Mr. John Place, Pilton .

Mr. James Poole, Efg; Taunton

William Richards, Powell, Efg; of Cardiffe Lodge

Mr, William Powell, of the Paladian Lodge, Hereford

Mr. Willidm Powell, Briftol

Mr. William Powell, of the Union Lodge, ditto

Mr. Robert Poole, Watch-maker, Alder{gate-ftreet

Mr. Pohl, Great Maddox-ftreet

Mr. Henry Pollexfen, Ship-Inn, Newton Buthel, De-
vonthire

Mr Hugh Powell, Barnftaple
¥Ir. Amb. Pinney, of the Amicable Lodge, Exon

John Carter Pollard, Efg; R. P.

Mr. John Pott, St. James’s

Capt. Price, Watford, Glamorgan{hu-e

Mr. Richard Prieft, Cardxﬁ'e

Rev. Mr. John Puce, Briftol

Mr. William Price, Linen-draper, Norwich

Mr. William Prieft, Watch-maker, Briftol

Mr. Peter Prigg, Carpemer, ditto .

Mr. James William Prefton, Botolph-lane .

J. P. Pryfe, Efg; Member of Parliament, R. P.

Mr. Richard Prior, jun. Butcher-row, London -

Mr. E. Price, Silverfmith, R. W. M, Ludgate-ﬁrcet

Mr. Francis Prior, B. M. Plymouth

J. Price, Efq; Penzance, two copies

Mr. John Price, Accomptant, Briftol

Mr. William Pride,, Goldfmith, Salifbury

Mr. Charles Prater, Baker :

Mr. Thomas Prefton, Dufours-court, Broad ftreet, Gol-
den-fquare

Mr Purdie, Spring-gardens, Bath

Mr. Charles Pugh, Bookfeller, Hereford

Mr. H. Pulsford, St. Martin’s-lane

Mr. James Puddxcombe, Newton Buthell

Mr. Williamn Purchafe, Crediton

Benjamin Pugh, M. D. Chelmsford, P. M.

Mr. Pyne, Poft-mafter, of Briftol

Mr. Samuel Pye, Surgeon, ditto

Mr. Benjamin Pyke, of the Golden Lion Inn and Ta-
vern, Barnftaple

Robert Hampden Pye, Efg; Audley-ftreet, R, P.

Mr. Maurice Pugh, Chelmsford, Surgeon

Colonel

. L’_“'vﬂ
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Colonel Rainsford, Equery to his Royal Highnefs the
Duke of Gloucefter

Mr. John Rawlings, Plymouth Dock, P. M.

Mr. William Rae, Woollen-draper, Cranbourne-alley

Mr. Jof. Randill, Surgeon, Brownlow-ftreet

Mr. John Ratcliffe, Glafs-worker, Briftol

Mr. Randal, Butcher, Hammer{mith

Mr. John Vining, Reade, Portfmouth, P. M.
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Mr. John Rogers of ditto
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Mr. John Saltren, Biddeford

Mr. Samuel Sanders, Poleflar, Exon

Mr. John Salifhury, Joiner and Cabinet-Maker, do.
Francis Salvador, Efq; Dover-ftreet, R. P,

MTr. James Scholefield, London, R. P.
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Mr. Thomas Shaw, Surgeon, Windfer

Mr. John Shield, Gloucefter-houfe
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Mr. William Smale, jun. W. S. W. of All Soul’s Lodge, '
Tiverton .
Mr. George Smith, Attorney at Law, Axminfter
Mr. Jothua Smith, W, 8. W. Lyna Regis
Mr: Smith, Confe&ioner, Bath
John Smith, Efq; Hammer{mith, P. G. M,
Mr. Smith, Attorney at Law, Bath
Mr. Richard Smith, Briftol
Mr. John Smith, ditto ) )
Mr. John Smily, Caftle-ftreet, ditto
ohn Smith, E{q; Member of Parliament, 'R. P.
r. Thomas Smith, Carpet Warchoufe, Temple-bay
Mr. Robert Smith, St. Paul’s Church-yard
Mr. Snailon, Bath :
Mr. Robert Snooke, Upholder, of Dorehefter
Mr. Edward Snoxell, Falmouth
" Richard Spicer, Efgq; London
Mr. William Spencer, York
Mr. William Spowers, St. Stephen’s, near Launceftor,
Cornwall - -
Mr. Robert Sparke, Merchant, Dartmouth
Mr. Thomas ggyring, Exeter
Mr. Jofhua Springer, P. M. Briftol
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Rev. James Stonehoufe, L. L. D. two Capies
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Mr. John Stone, Cardiffe

Rev. Dr. Stone, Hereford o

Mr. William Street, Apothecary, Bath

Mr. Benj. Stevenfon, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Stokes, Attorney at Law, Plymonth
Mr. William Stacey, Brmntree
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Mr. Thomas Sweeting, Attorney at Law, Taunton
Mr. Ja. Sweetnam, Small-ftreet

Mr. Charles Sweetland, St. George’s-Lodge, Exon
Mr. Hugh Sweetland, of all Soul’s Lodge, Tiverton
Mr. Abraham Symonds, _Plymouth-dock

Mr. William Symonds, jun. Hereford .

Mr. Thomas Symonds Sculptor, Hereford

Mr. Francis §ymonds, Penzance -

' T .
Sir Charles Kemys Tynte, Bart. Member of Parlia-
ment, R. P..

John Tempeft, Efq; Member of Parhament, R.P..
David Tanner, Efq; Monmouth : B
‘The Rev. Mr. Tafwell, Hereford
Mr. Taylor, Bookfeller, Bath, W. J. W.
Mr. Roger Tatam, Briftol
Mr. Richard Taylor, Tobacconift, Glouceﬁet
Mr, John Tafker, Mercer, York -
* Mr. John Taylor, P. M. Pool, Dorfetfhire -
Mr. Charles Taylor, New-Exchange, Strand, P. M.
Mr. Thomas Taylor, Brewer, King-fireet, Goldcn—f uare
Mr.Tho. Mem.Thorp, Silverfmith, Plymoath-dock, M
Mr. Henry Thomas, Brewer, Plymou@
" Lieat. William Thorne, of the 43d Regiment
Mr. Samuel Thorpe, Dittiller, Wardour-ftreet, Soho, R.P.
Mr. William Thompfon, Butcher, Clare-market
MTr. Benj. Thornton, Haddock’s Bagnio, Royal Paper
Mr. Thredder, Ceach-maker, Wells-ﬁreet, Oxford-road
Mr. Alex. Third, Hatter, Strand
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Mr. Thompfon, Upholder, Fenchurch-ftreet
Mr. Matthew Thamas, of the Paladian Lodge, Hercfonl
Mr. John Thomas, of Coedy-gorafs, Glamorganthire
Mr. Tilfed, Sail-maker, Poole, Dorfet
Mr. Charles Tindal, Briftol . . -
Mr. James Tovey, Surgeon, Penzance
John Townfon, Efg; Southampton-Buildings, R. P.
Mr. Mark Toal; - Chelfea
" Rev. Jacques Touzeau, .Plymouth :
Mr. Jofeph Tronghton, Silkman, Briftol
Mr. Rob. Trent, Surgeon, Ilminfter
ﬁl’ John Trengroufe, .of St.Ives, Cornwall, W.S. W
Tregurtha, Merchant, Penzance, R.W. M.
Mr. Wm. Tremenheer, Attorney at Law, ditto, W.S. W,
Mr. Nicholas Trift, Grocer, Totnefs
Mr. William Trmgham, Engraver, Fleet-ftreet
" Mr. Thomas Tremiett, jun. Dartmouth .
Mr. Andrew. Tracey, ‘Mariner, ditto
Capt. J. Treby, of his Majefty’s Army, Chudley, Devon
Mr. Thomas Treflove, jun. St. Martin’s-lane
John Trent, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa.
Pregrme Treves, Efq; Merchant, London, R.P.
Mr. Nicholas Tucker; Painter, Bath
Mr. William Tucker, at the Greyhound and Shake-
fpeat’Inin and Tavern, Bath
Mr. Richard Tucker, of Tiverten, Devon .
Mr. George Tucker, Ironmonger, Axminfter
" Mr. Jobm Tacker, Linen-draper, ditto .
Mr. Fryer Tucker, Exeter
Rev. Mr. Tucker, Lyme.Regis, Dm-fetfhlre, 2 Copies,
R.W. M.
Mr. John Tuff, of dlttO, W.S. W,
Mr, Edward Tarner, CheHea
Mr. Thomas Turner, Dyer, St, George s Lodge, Exeter
Lxent. Col. Tlecton, Jl. P,
|8} .
Mr. Underwoed, qf Hereford, P. M,
Rev. Mr. Underwood, of ditto
Mr. James Uplam, Topfham, Devon -
Mr. Walham Utftick, Mercer, Maranan

V.
William Vaughan, Efq; P. G. M. for North-Wnles
Col Van Teylingen, four Copies,. R. P. :
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Mr. Thomas Lewellin Vining, Briftol
Mr. James Vivian, A ﬁiﬁant at Mr. Downes’s Academy
« Briftol
- Mr. Rumbelow Vivian, Surgeon Falmouth
Mr. William Vincent, Dorchefter

o w
The nght Hon, Lord Vifcount Wenman; R. P.
The Right Hon. Lord Waltham, R. P.
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart. four Copies, R. P.
Sir Thomas Worfley, Bart. two Copies, R. P. -
Robert Boyle Walfingham, Efq; Member of Parliament,
P. G. M. Royal Paper
Major Edward Walpole, R. P,
Mr. Thomas Walner, Briftol
Francis Swaine Ward, Efq; Broad-fireet
Mr. Wm. Wallace, White-Hart, Five Fields, Chelfez
Mr. Wade, Watch-maker, Greathook-ﬁreet
Mr. John Way, Bdth
Mr. Richard Walker, Wmdnull-ﬁrect g
Mr. Waters, Carpenter, in the Strand
Mr, Thomas Watkinfon, Tower
r. Peter Warren, Exchange-alley -
Mr James Wallis, Bookfeiler, Plymouth
Mr. Jacob Watfon, Church-Tavern, Plymonth-Dock
Mr, Wallis, 8t. Ives Lodge, Cornwall
Mr. Chriftopher Wallis, Penzance ,
Mr. Francis Walker, Woollen-draper, Great: Tor.
rington
Mr. William Walker, Exeter
Mr. James Warfham, Peruke-maker, Briftol
Mr, Thomas Warren, T1verton .
Mr. John Walker, Surgeon, in the 22d Regiment .
Mr. John Wady, Jeweller, Briftol :
{zhn Wallis, Efq; Clerk of the Peace of Dorfetfhire | .
r. Samuel Wat mfon, Butcher, St. Mary-le-bone
Mr. William Watts, Hooper, Briftol
John Webb, Efq; P. M. Cavendith-fquare
Mr. Samuel Webber, at Topfham
Mr. Richard Welland, Mafter of a Veflel
.Mr. John Weech, Treafurer, All Souls Lodge, Tiverton
Mr. Richard Webb, of the Soap-houfe, Briftol :
Mr. Weaver, Barton-ﬁreet, Briftol
Mr. James Welth, City Marfhal, Briftol
Mr, William Welhck, Coach-maker, Briftol )
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Mr. John Williams, Pembroke
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Mr.Henry May, Diftiller, W. S.W. of Greenwick
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ERRATA.

- Litteral Miftakes, or Inaccuraciesin pointing, if fuch
there be, the Reader will have the Candour to pafs
over; but as the following Errata affe&t the Senfe, he
will be pleafed to corret rhem with his Pen.

Page 10, line 19, for /atisfying, read gratifying.
16, 1. 3, read eweir.
18, L. 2, refad .Parent.d
1 ,1.1 ,» for of, read zo.
23, 1. zf read e{;m’ed
27, laft Lige but one, read delwzm{ bim.
- 38, laft Line but one, read Governmeni.

68, 1. .16, for ang if, read if fuch.,



INTRODUCTION.

F we duly confider Man, we fhall

# | % findhim a focial being; and in ef-
k fe&, fuch is his nature, that he can-
W not well fubfift alone: For out of

- Jociety he could neither preferve life,

difplay or perfect his faculties and talents, nor

+ attain any real or folid happinefs,

Had not the Gop of Nature intended him for
fociety, he would never have formed him fubje&t
to fuch a variety of wants and infirmities. This
would have been highly inconfiftent with divine
wifdom, or the regularity of omnifcience: on
the contrary, the very neceffities of human nature
unite men togethet, and fix them in a ftate of

~ mutual dependence on one another. For felect

ol

the moft perfe& and accomplifhed of the human
‘ B - race,

A
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race, a HercuLEs or a SampsoN, a Baconor'a
BovLe, a Locke or a NEwTown, nay, we need
not except SoLomon himfelf, and fuppofe him
fixed alone, even-in this happy country, where
nature, from her bounteous ftores, feems to have
formed another Eden, and we fhould foon find
him deplorably wretched ; and by being deftitute
- of a focial intercourfe, deprived of every fhadow
of happinefs.

"Therefore, for the eftablifhment of our fchcxty, .

prov1dcnce in its general fyftem with regard to
the government of this world, has ordained a
reciprocal connexion between all the various
. parts of it, which cannot fubfift without a mu-
- tual dependence; and from the human fpecies,
down to the loweft parts of the creation, one
chain unites all nature. This is excellently ob-
ferved, and beauufully defcribed, by a late ce-

Jebrated poet, in the following lines.

God in the nature of each being founds

Its proper blifs, and fets its proper bounds;
 But as be form’d a whole, the whole to blefs,

On mutual wants built mutual bappinefs.

So from the firft eternal order ran,

And creature lnzlc’d to creature, man to man.
Pore. -

Under thefe circumftances, men muft of ne-
. ccﬂity form affociations for- their comfort and

defence, as well as for their’ very exiftence. °
~ Had

TN
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Had revelation been altogether - filent in this
point, yet we might by the mere light of nature
have caﬁly difcovered it to be our duty to be kindly
affectioned” one to another. No fyftem can be
more agrecable to the common fentiments of
mankind, nothing built upon furer terms of
equity and reafon,’ than that'I fhould treat my
fellow-creature with the fame candour and bene-
volence, with the fame affection and fincerity I
thould expect myfelf. It is true this was not
delivered in exprefs words till the time of Mafes,
nor fo fully explained and underftood as at the
commg of the prophcts Yet we have great
reafon to believe that it was the firft law reveal-
ed to Adam, immediately upon his fall, and was
a genuine precept of uncorrupted human nature.
That every one is naturally an enemy to his
nexohbour, was the malevolent aflertion of a late
philofopber [Honss :] one who vainly thinking
himfelf deeper verfed in the principles of man
than any before him, and havmg miferably cor-
mptcd his own mind by many wild extrava-
ganc;es, concluded, from fuch acquired cor-
ruption, that all men were naturally the fame.
How to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the
juftice and goodncfs of a fupreme being, feems
a tafk too difficult for the moft knowing perfon
to execute ; and what the author himfelf was
contented barely to lay down, without the leaft
fhew of argument in its defence. 'That God
‘fhould be a being of infinite juttice, creatmg us

B2 in

L .
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in a meceffary ftate of dependance on, and at the
_fame time bring us into the world with inclina-
tions of enmity and cruelty towards each other,
is a contradi®tion fo palpable, as no man can
affert confiftently with a reverential notion of his'
maker. And were there no fufficient proofs
againft it, even from our imperfect ideas of the
creator, the very laws of nature would confute
it.

By the law of nature, I would be underftood
to mean, that will of God which is difcoverable
to us by the light of reafon without the affiftance
of revelation. Now nothing is more evident
" than this grand maxim, That whatever prin-
ciples and actions have an infeparable connettion |
with the public happinefs, and are neceflary to
the well-being of fociety; are fundamental laws
~ of nature, and bear the ftamp of divine autho-
rity.

This will more evxdently appear from thc fol-
lowing confideration: When the Granp Ar-
cHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE had, with the
greateft wifdom and moft exa& proportion,
formed this globe, and replenifhed it with every
thing neceflary for life and ornament, he laft of
all created man, after his own image, enduing
him with rational and immortal powers, adcquatc
to the prefent and future happmei% for which he
was defigned.

But though he found himfelf in paradife where
«every. thing abounded for his fuftenance and de-

light,
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light, yet for want of a creature of the fame ra-
tional nature with himfelf, his felicity was in-
compleat; fo much did the innate ideas of fo-
ciety poflefs and influence the human mind from
its firft exiftence, that the higheft enjoyments
without participation, were . taftelefs and unaf-

fe@ing *; a ftrong proof that even in the ori- '

ginal ftate of human nature, felfith and narrow
principles had no fhare ; and that to communi-
cate bleflings was to increafe them. To gratify
his wifhes, enlarge his mind, and eftablith his
(before imperfet) - happinefs, God created an

help meet for him, “ W oman, his laft beft gift ;™.

thereby enabling him to exchange the folitary
for the focial life; an imperfect for a perfeft
blifs! Now the human mind began to expand ;
a new train of ideas and affe&tions fucceeded;
its joys were increafed, and its withes accom-
plithed. Thefe difpofitions were continued with
the fpecies, and mian has ever fince had recourfe
to fociety as an eflential means to humanize his
heart and meliorate the enjoyments of life.

But, alas! he being created free in the ex-
ertion of the faculties, both of body and mind,

* Our grandfire Adam, e’er of Eve pofleft,
Alone, and ¢’en in Paradice unbleft,
‘With mournful look the blifsfal fcene furvey’d
- And wander'd in the folitary fhade;
The Maker faw, took pity, and beftow'd
Woman, the laft, the beft referve of Gop !

‘and

iy
Cx
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and thefe faculties being vitiated by fin in our.

" firft parents, the taint became hereditary, and

foon broke out in fymptoms which foreboded

deftrution to the peace and happinefs of the
world. Cain furnifhed  an early and terrible in-
" ftance of the truth of this affertion, when of the

firft two brothers that ever were on earth, one.

fell 2 viGim to the envions fury of the other, .

‘apd demonttrated that 3 train of new paffions
bad taken poffeflion of the human heart. Envy,

' Eatred, and revenge now made their appearance,
and bloodfbed and difeord followed. Ties of con-

fanguinity firft cemented mankind ; but after the -

fons of Neab had rendered the earth more po-
pulous, and the confufion of languages had
feparated one family from another, vice and
impiety boldly reared their heads. Therefore
to remedy thefe dreadful evils, and avert their
confequences, the uniting various men and dif-
ferent orders, in the bands of friendfhip, feemed
the beft and fureft method; and was indeed the
greateft and moft effeftual defence againft the
univerfal depravity of corrupted human nature :
It was bere alone protetion could be had, from
the attacks of violence, or the infinuations of
fraud, from the force of brutal ftrength or the
fnares of guilty defign.

Further to promote thefe ends, and fecure
fuch bleffings, lsws were naw neceflarily intro-
duced for the fafety and: advantage-of every in-
dividual; and of their good effect e in this

nationi

T ey e TSR
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nation ought to be better judges than the-whole
world beéfides, for- ours, ‘we 'may extol,. as §¢.
Paul exprcﬁ‘es hunfelf “« ln confidente of . boaft-

’ 'mg

“If “we confine ourfelves to- particular parts .of
foclety; and treat on bodies of men,:who, though

‘members of, and fubordinateto the general fyftem,

unite themfelves into diftinét -comamunities, -for
their own immediate advantage,. and relatively
for the public benefit, “we fhall find fome
entering into fuch <affociations upon - different
views, and to anfwer various purpofes. We,
of this nation in. particular fear no enemy at
our: gates, no 'violcncé from our n¢ighbou1_‘s,

‘and I hope no treachery from our -friends;

but affemble with men of fimilar opinions and
manners, not out of neceffity for the prefervation

-of our lives, - but to- render-them more.beneficial

to others and pleafing to. ourfelves ;- by enabling
us to -perform -thofe duties, and afford- that

“affftance- to "each other ‘in. a wnited -capacity,
“which: as individuals-we-were unable.to do.

To this kind of affociations, I-fhall confine

- myfelf in the following work ;. and fhall:treat on

-

the ancient inftitution of free axd a¢capsed Mafons

“imparticular ; an eftablifament founded -on the -

" benevolent intentions of extending and confirm-

" ing tiatual happinefs,: upon the beft and trueft -
* principles of moral and fecial vittue, |

For -
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For among many inftances of the above truth,
.apparent to every intelligent perfon, let us
reflet, that in all focieties and governments there
are fome indigent and miferable, whom e are
taught to regard as objeéts of our compaffion and
_our bounty ; itis our indifpenfable duty, to aid
fuch with our council, commiferate their afflic-
tions, and relieve them in their diftrefs.

*Tis what the bappy to th’ unbappy owe,
For what man gives, the gods on bim beffow.
Porr.

T hxs principle is the dond of peace, and the
* eement of mafonic affection. Free Mafons efteem
"it as a virtue of the moft diffufive nature, not to
be confined to particular perfons, but extended to
the whole human race, to adminifter affiftance to
whom, is their higheft pride and their utmoft
" wifh, eftablithing friendfhips and forming con-
nexions, not by receiving, but conferring bene-
fits. As foon might the byilder 'alone work
through each tedious courfe of an edifice with-
out the affiftance of his fellow-crafts-men, as
poor belple[s unaffified man, toil through each
chequered ftage of human life.
" The Almighty has therefore furnifhed men
with different capacities, and blefled them with
various powers, that they may be mutually
beneficial and ferviceable to cach other; and
indeed
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indeed wherever we turn our eyes and thoughts,
we fhall find {fcope fufficient to employ thofe ca-
pacities, and exercife thofe powers, agreeable
to the celebrated maxim of the great Socratic
difciple, thut we are not born for ourfelves alone.
That we may not be too much elevated with
the contemplation of our own abundance, we
thould confider, no man comes into this world
without imjerfeffions ; that we may not decline
being ferviceable to our fellow-creatures, we
thould' reflesz, that all have their portion for im-
provement ; that we may not be remifs or 're-
luctant in good offices, we thould remind our-
felves, however affluent our fortune, we are not
entirely independent of others, and where much
is given, much will be required : we are com-
manded to be fruitful in good works; and
throughout the whole creation we fhall find no
~ precedent for inutility or indolence, for he that
contributes neither ftudy, labour, or fortune to
the public, is a deferter of the community. All
human affections, if direCted by the governing
principle of reafon, tend to promote fome ufeful
purpofe..  Compaffion, if properly exerted, is
the moft beneficient of all human virtues, extend-
ing itfelf to a greater number of objeds, ex-
citing more lafting degrees of happinefs, than
any other.  Some affeftions are indeed more-
fierce and violent, but their a&ion, like a fudden.
sxplofion of combuftibles, is no fooner begun

than its force is fpent. :
. C Tie
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The rational, the manly pleafure, which ne-
ceflarily accompanies compaffion, can only be
known to thofe who have experienced its effects ;
for who ever relieved the indigent, and did not
at the fame time receive the higheft gratifica-
tion ? to fee a fellow-creature labouring in agony
and pain, or ftruggling under the oppreflive
burthen of helplefsnefs and want, prefently raifes
pity in the human breaft, induces us to fympa-
thize with the obje& in his diftrefs, and ipfpires
us with the tender difpofitions of charity and
affiftance. :
If our pleafure was to be eftimated in propot-
tion to its extent and duration, that of doing
good muft rival and outfhine all others the mind
is fufceptible of, being both from its nature,
and the variety of objets on which it aéts, great-
ly fuperior to the fleeting and unfatisfattory
enjoyment arifing from the fatisfying our fenfual
appetites. Hence compaffion, both on account of
its duration, from its pleafing effets, and its
unbounded " utility to the world, ought to be
highly valued and duly cultivated by all who
confult their own felicity, or the profperity and
intereft of that country or people to which they
belong. S
It would be abfurd to dwell longer on this
head, as I am addrefling a body who in every
age, from the earlieft times to this prefent day,
have been juftly celebrated for their difinterefted
liberality, and whofe proceedings have been
con-
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conftantly dirécted by the defires of doing good,
to, and promoting the happinefs of every indivi-
dual. _ e T
From the foregoing confiderations, ‘the necef-
fity of conftituting particular focieties, is ftriking-
ly obvious : for next to the veneration of the
fupreme Being, the love of mankind feems to
be the moft promifing fource of real fatisfaction :
Itis a never-failing one to him, who, pofieft of
this principle, enjoys alfo the means of indulging
it ; and who makes the fuperiority of his fortune,
his knowledge, or his power, fubfervient to the
wants of his fellow-creatures. It is true, there
are few whofe abilities or fortunes are fo adapted
to the neceffities and infirmities of human na-
ture, asto render them capable of performing
works of univer/ul beneficence, but a fpirit of unis
werfal benevolence may be exercifed by all'; and
the bounteous Father of nature has not propor-
tioned the pleafure to the greatnefs of the effest,
but to the greatnefs of the caufe. Here lét not
my meaning be miftaken ; I would not be un-
derftood, toinfinuate that we are fo Q\blig‘i:d to be
bountiful that notbing will excufe us ; foritis an
univerfal maxim among mafons, that,. < Fufice
muft precede charity ;” and except whete the exi-
gencies of the diftrefled call for xMMf:piAT}: relief,
we fhould alwas recollect opr natural connections
and debts to the world, whenever our difpofitions.
may prompt us to beftow any finguler beunty.
And give me leave to obferve, it is not the idle;

Ca* ' ine.

f
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indolent or extravagant, but the induftrious, tho’
diftrefled brother, who has ajuft title to our ex-
traordinary beneficence ; a circumftance that
ought always to dire®t the exertion of the
above virtue.

Haying thus in fome meafure, deduced the
nature and neceffity of fociety, and in part fhewn
the duties incumbent upon us as members of it,
- May we as upright men and mafons faithfully
difcharge the duties of our varjous ftations ; and
above all, be ever ready to do to others as we
could in their circumftances rcafonably wifh to
be done unto.

They who move in a higher fphere, havc in-

deed alarger province wherein to do good ; but
thofe of an inferior degree will be as eminently.
diftinguithed in the manfions of blifs, (if they
move regularly, if they are ufeful members of fo-
ciety) as the higheft. He who performs his part
beft, not he who perfonates an exalted charaéter,
will meet with applaufe. For the moon, though
it borrows its light from the fun, alfo fets forth
the glory of God ; and the flowers of the field de-
clare a providence equally with the ftars of the
firmament.

To conclude -then, let me exhort all my

worthy brethren to be dlligcnt in the cultiva-

tion of every moral and focial virtue, for fo long

only do we a& confiftently with the principles of
our venerable inftitution. Then what has been
faid, though on an occafion far more important to

mankind, may not improperly be appropriated

as the badge of our rupe&ao‘e order, By this
fhall

N ———-—
- .iu
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fhall all men know that you belong to the
brethren if your hearts glow with affe@ion, (not
" to mafons alone but) to the whole race of man-
kind.” And well indeed may ours be called"
a happy inftitution! whofe fupreme with is
founded on the trueft fource of felicity, and
whofe warmeft endeavours are ever exerted in
cementing the ties of human nature by alts of
benevolence, charity and.focial affection: and
who, amidft the corruption and immorality of
the latter ages, have maintained in their affemblies
the genuine principles and unfullied reputation -
acquxred and eftablifhed in the firft.

Whilft qualities like thefe direct your pro-
ceedings and influence your actions, Free Mafonry
muft ever be revered and cultivated, by the
juft, the good, and the exalted mind, as the
fureft means of eftablithing peace, barmotgy, and
Zood will amonglt men.






DISQUISITION,
e, @e, 80

B BHE armquxty and- utlliey of Frex-
bety XK%{; Masonry, being generally ac-
‘Rl}\. T 88 g
¥ knowledged in moft parts of the
pﬁ&;‘&% habitabls globe, it would be as
abfurd to conceive it required
new aids for its fupport, as for him who has
the ufe of fight to demand a proof of the rifing
and fetting of the fun. Neverthelefs, in com-
pliance with the requefts of many worthy bre-
thten, 1 fhall lay before my readers fome
. ' ﬂ:rxé‘tures
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firiGures on the origin, nature and defign of thar -
INSTITUTION ; .and with prudent referve con-
fute and avert the many fhameful and idle falfe-
hoods which are induftrioufly propagated by its
enemies, the better to inform the candid and
well meaning, who might not readily know how
to inveftigate the truth, or want leifure and
opportunity for that purpofe.

With this view I have made it my bufinefs to
collect a great number of paffages from writers
eminent for their learning and probity, where
I thought they might ferve to illuftrate my
fubje&. The propriety of fuch proceeding is
too obvious to need any apology.

If our firft parent and his offsping had con-
tinued in the terreftrial paradife, they would have
had no occafion for mechanic arts, or any of
the fciences now in ufe; Apam being created
with all thofe perfeftions and bleflings, which
could either add to his dignity, or be conducive
to his real welfare: In that happy period he
bad no propenfity to evil, no perverfenefs in his
heart, no darknefs or abfcurity in his underftand-
ing; for had he laboured under thefe maladies
he would not have been a perfes? man, nor would
there be any difference betwixt man in a ftate of
innocence, and in a ftate of degeneracy and .
corruption. It was therefore in confequence of
his wilful tranfgreffion that any evils came upon

"him. And having loft his innocence, he in that
dreadful moment forfeited likewife his fuper-
natural
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natural lights and infufed knowledge, whereby
.every fcience (as far as human nature is ca-
pable of) was rendered familiar to him without
the tedious labour of ratiocination, requifite
to men even of the greateft abilities, whofe ideas
after all, remain weak and imperfect,

From this remarkable and fatal zrs, we date
the necefity and orign of the feiences. Firft arofe
divinity, whereby was pointed out to fallen man
the ways and will of God, the omnipotence
and mercy of an offended creator : Then law®,
as dire¢ting us to diftribute juftice: to our
neighbour, and relieve thofe who are opprefled
or fuffer wrong. The royal art was beyond all
doubt coeval with the above fciences,and was
carefully handed down by Merbufelab, who dyed
but a few days before the Genmeral Deluge, and
who had lived 245 years with Apam, by whom -

-®No fooner had Apam tranfgreffed the divine com-
mand, than we find him cited to appear before the
Almighty Fudge. When, felf accufed, after hearing his
defence, fentence was pronounced vpon him ; a method
of proceeding in sbat {cience, which has been adopted in
ciiminal cafes, by the more enlightened nations from that
petied and example down to the prefent day.

o _4he
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he was inftru@®ed in all the myfteries of this
fublime Science, which he faithfullycommunicated
to hisGrandfmmNoas,whotranfmittedittoPoflerity,
And it has ever been prcfervcd with a veneration
and prudence fuitable to its great importance,
being always confined . to the-knawledge of the
worthy only. This is confirmed by many inftan-
ces, which meri of reading and fpeculation (efpe«
cially fuch as are of this fociety) cannot fuffer
to efcape them.

At firf mankind adhered to the leflons of
nature; fhe ufed neceflity for the means, urged
them to invention, and affifted them in the ope-
ration. Our primitive fathers feeing the natural
face of the earth was not fufficient for the
foftenance of the animal creation, had recourfe to
their faithful sutorefs, who taught them how to
givé it an ‘artificial face, by ere&mg habitations
and cultivating the Ground; and thefe ope-
rations among other valuable Effects, led them
” to feareh into and contemplate upon the nature
and properties of lines, figures, fuperfices and Jolids 3
and by degrees, to form the feiences of ges-
metry and arcbiteGuve, which have been of the
greateft utility to the buman {pecies. Hence we
were firft taught the means whereby'we might
attain pméhce, and by praéhce introduce fpeculas.
‘tion.

~ °

"
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From the floed to the days of king Salemex,
the liberal arts and friences gradually fpread
themfelves over different parts of the globe
every nation having had fome fhare in their pro-
pagation ; but according to their different man-
ners, fome have cultivated them with more
accuracy, perfeverance and fuccefs than others ;
‘and though the fecrets of the royal art, have nat
been sndifcriminately revealed, they have never-
thelefs been communicated in every age to fuch
as were worthy to receive them.

But I am not at liberty to undraw the curtam,‘
and publicly difcant on this head : It is facred,
and ever will remam fo; thofe who are honoured
with the truft, will not reveal it except to the
truly qualified brother, and they who are ;gnp-
rant of it cannot Zesray it.

I fhall however obferve, that this art was
called 7oyal, not only becaufe it was originally
pradtifed by kings § and princes, who were the

1]

~y

.1 The celebrated SELDEN tells us, that civil fociety,
beginning firft in particalar families, under ceconomick
rule, reprefenting what is now a common-wealth, had injts
fate, the hufband, father, and mafter, as king, (SELDENS
works, tom. 3, col. 927.) And in ABRAHAM’S treaty,
with the fons of HeTa, for a burying place for Sarau,
they ftile him a mighty prince; as indeed he was. (Gen.
xxiil. @, 6.) In a word, not only Adam, but all the
fucceeding patridrchs, as well before as after -the flood,
had by the law of pature irgly power avey theis refpes-

tive families, -
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firft profeffors of it, but likewife on account of
the fuperiority which fo fublime a fcience gave
its difciples, over the reft of mankind.

This fupreme and divine knowledge being de-
rived from the ALmicHTY CREATOR to ADAM,
its principles cver fince have been and ftill are,
moft facredly preferved and inviolably concealed.
For as all things in procefs of time are liable to
decay and corruption, the ancient profeflors
wifely forefeeing the great abufes which their
exalted myfteries might fuftain, if generally made
known, determined to confine the knowledge
of them only to feles brethren, men whom they
had found by long experience to be well verfed
'in the general principles of the fociety, and who
were eminent for their piety, learning and
abilities. . R

Hence it is that a man may be fufficiently
able to acquit himfelf in every zef that is laid
down by our prefent inflitution, to prove his
regular initiation therein, and alfo to fhew that
he is not unacquainted with its general principles,
and yet at the fame time he may be totally
ignorant ‘and undeferving of the more valuable
parts of the ancient fociety. Thefe, like the aduta
of the ancient temples, are hid from vulgar eyes.
It is not every one who is barely initiated into
Free-Mafonry, that is entrufted with all the great
. myfteries thereto belonging: They are not
attainable as things of courfe, nor by every
capacity; for as Mr. LockE very juftly obferves,

(fpeaking

!
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fpeaking of this fociety)  Though all have a
right and opportunity (if they be worthy and
able ‘to learn) to know a// the arts and myfieries
belonging to it, yet that is not the cafe, as
* fome want capacity and others induftry to acquire
them.” Neverthelefs, fuch is the real felicity,
neceffarily refulting from a knowledge and
practice of the general principles of this frater-
nity, as alone was ever found fufficient to intitle
it to a preference of all other human inftitu-
tions. ,

From the earlieft ages of antiquity, the royal
art was ever taught with the greateft circum-
fpection, not in {chools or academies to a pro-
mifcuous audience, but was confined to certain
families; the rulers of which inftruced their
children- or difciples, and by this means con- -
veyed their myfterious knowledge to pofterity.

After the flood, the profeffors of this art
(according to ancient traditions,) were firft dif-
tinguithed by the name of Noackidee, (or fons of
Noan) afterwards by that of fzges or wife men,
(men inftructed as Mosks in all the wifdom of
the Egyptians,) Chaldeans, philofophers, mafters in
Ifrael, &c. and were ever venerated as facred per-
fons. They confifted of perfons of the brighteft
parts and. genius, who exerted their utmoft
abilities in difcovering and inveftigating the
various myfteries of nature, from whence to
draw improvements and inventions of the moft
ufeful confequences. Men, whofe talents were

not
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not only employed in fpeculation, or in ptivate
ads of beneficence; but.who were alfo public.
bleffings to the age and country in which they
lived, poffeffed with moderate defires, who
knew to conquer their paffionsy practifers
and teachers of the pureft morality, and
ever exerting themfelves to promote the har-
mony and felicity of fociety. They were
therefore confulted from all parts, and ve-
nerated with that fincere homage which is
never paid but to real merit, and the greateft
and wifeft potentates on earth, efteemed it an
addition to their imperial dignities, to be en-
rolled among fuch bright ornaments of human
nature.

A principal excellence which rendered them
famous among men, was Taciturnity, which in
a peculiar manner they praétifed and inculcated
as neceffary for concealing from the unworthy,
what few were qualified to learn, and ftill fewer
to teach.

In the firft ages of the world, fviexce was in a
fow ftate ; becaufe the uncultivated manners of
our forefathers rendered them in general incapa-
ble of that knowledge which their pofierity have
fo amply enjoyed: the profeffors of the royal
. art, therefore, found it abfolutely requifite, to -
cxc}udé the more unworthy and barbarous part
of mankind from their affemblies, and to conceal

) their
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their myfteries under:fuch * bieroghpbicks, fim-
bols, allegory and figures, as tbey alone could
explain, (even at #this day it is indifpén{ible in us,
to prevent future bad confequences, by conceal-
ihg from vulgar eyés the means ufed by them
to unfold fuch myfteries) wherefore the greateft
caution was ever obferved at rbesr meetingsy
that no snqualified perfon might enter amongf
themy and every method was employed to zyle
them fecurely, and conceal the teal intent and
defign of their convocations,

In order to render their proceedings mivre
edifying and extenfively ufeful, ¢barges were de- .
livered at certain times, as well for regulating
the conduct of the fraternity, as preferving that

* Hitroghphics are properly étirblems or figns of divine,

facred or fupernatural things, by which they aré diftin-
guithed from common fmbols, which are figns of fenfible
or natural things. HekMEs TrisMEGIsTUS is commenly
tfleeined the inventor of hieropiyphicks; he. firt introduced
them into the heathen t-/heolugy, from whence they Fave
been tranfplanted iats thé Jewith and Clififtivh,

Satred things; {ays HirrocraTes, fhould only Be com-
municated to facred perfons. Fence it was, that the an-
cient Egyptians communicated to none but their kings aad
prietts, and thofe whé were to fucceed to the priefthood and
the ¢town, the fetrets of natdre and tire myfteries of their
mmorality and hiftory; and ehis they did by a kind of Gasal-
/4, which,’ et the fanke time that it infirofted them, only
amufed the reft of the people. Hence the ufe of Aierogh-
phicks, or myftick figures, to veil their morality, politics,
. fom profane yes. Spow, ‘

mark
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mark of diftinction, which their fuperior merit
Juftly entitle them to.

Several of thofe ancient orations are ftill extant,
by which it appears, that among others, one of
their principles was to inculcate by precept, and
inforce by example, a ftri¢t obfervance of  the
moral law, as the chief means of fupporting
government and authority. And it is evident
that they thereby effected their purpofe, and fe-
cured to themfelves the favour, refpe&, and
efteem of the world in general; and, notwith-
ftanding the indolence and, ignorance of fome
ages, the various countries, languages, fets, and
parties, through which mafonry has paffed, al-
ways fubjected to the neceflity of ora/ tradition,
and undetr the numerous difadvantages with
which the mafiers of the rayal art had to ﬁrucglc
in the courfe of many centuries, ftill does it re-
tain, in a great degree, its original perfection :—
a circumftance that not only bears honourable
teftimony of intrinfick worth, but is highly to
the praife of thofe to whom this important truft
has been from time to time committed.

After this concife and general account of the
ancient profeffors of the royal art, and the fub-

lime truths which tbey were poflefled of, and

were by them tranfmitted down to pofte-
rity in the manner before defcribed, we will
proceed to the building of that glorious edi-
fice, at which period this fociety became a re-
gular and uniform jnftitution, under the deno.
mination
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. thenation of Fi‘aj and accepted Mafoms, whofe
cuftoms and proceedings I thall dcfcribe, as far
8smay be ncveffary and pradent.

Though the almighty and eternal JEHOVAH
has no.occafion for a temple, or houfe to dwell
in, for the beaven of heavens is not capable of
containing ‘his immenfity, yet it was his divine
will, -that a tebervacle fhould be ereted for him
in the whldernefs by Moses, and afterwards 2
temple, by Soromon, at Ferufulsm, as his-fahc-
tuary ;bethaf which were tobe conftrudted, wpt
accarding ‘to human invention, but sfter a.pat-
tern which the Lord himdelf had given. ' The
whole model of the rahernacle was thewn to Masss
on mount Singi ; (FExad. xmv. ver. g.) .and the
patiern of the remple was dtkewife giventoDavm
by she hand of the Lord, and by him deliverad

" to Soromon &is fon (1 Chrop. xxviil. ver. gi.)

The #abernacle might be confidered as the
pelace of \the moft High, the dwelling of the God of
Ifael ; wherein the Tfraelites, -during sheir jour-
neyings in the wildernefs, pesformed the -chiaf
.of their religious exercifes,-offered their facrifiges,
and worfbipped Gad*.  It'was vhirty cubits in
dength, ren in breadth, and #en in height; it
was divided into swe partitions, the firff was
cakled #he Holy Place, wihich was #suenty jcubiss
Tong and fen wide : bere 4iere placad sbe rafile of

ity

* The tabernacle was ere@ed aboat A, L. 2513
' E Shew-
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Jbew-bread, the golden candlefick, and tbe golden
altar of incenfe. 'The fecond was called the moft
boly place, whofe length was ten cubits, and
breadth ten cubits, wherein, before the building
of the temple, the ark of the covenant was kept,
which was a fymbol of God’s gracious prefence
with the Fewifb church. The moft boly place was
divided from tbe boly place by a curtain or veil
of very rich cloth, which hung upon four pillars
of Shittim wood, that were covered with plates of

.gold. (Exod. xxvi. ver. 31. Heb. ix. ver. 23.)
The temple erefted by SoLomon (which was
built after the model of the tabernacle) at Ferufa-
- lem, had its foundation laid in the year of the
world 2992, before CHrisT 1008, before the
vulgar @®ra 1012 ; and it was finithed A. L. 3000,
and dedicated 3001, before Curist 999, before
the vulgar ®ra 1003. - The glory of this temple
did not confiftin the magnitude of its dimenfions;
for though it was twice as long and capacious
- every way as the tabernacle, yet, alone, it was
but a fmall pile of building. The main gran-
-deur and excellency were in its ornaments:
the workmanthip being every where exceeding
curious, and the overlayings prodigious : in its
materials, being built of new large ftones, hewn
out in the moft curious and ingenious manner ;
“in its - out-buildings, which were large, beautiful
and fumptuous :—but, ftill more admirable in
this majeftic edifice, were thofe extraordinary
marks of divine favour with which it was ho-
: noured,
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noured, viz. The ark of the covenant, in which
were put the zables of the law, and the mercy feat,
which was upon it; from whence the divine
oracles were given out, with an audible voice,
as often as God was confulted in behalf of his
people ; the Schechinab, or the divine prefence,
manifefted by a vifible cloud refting over the
mercy feat; the urim and tbummim, by which
the high-prieft confulted GOD in difficult and
momentous cafes, relating to the public intereft
of the nation; the boly fire, which came down
from heaven, upon the altar, at the confecra-
tion :---zbefe indeed were excellencies and beau-.
ties derived from a divine fource, diftinguithing
and exalting this facred ftrutture above  all
others. (1 Kings xviii. ver. 38.) Dawid, filled
with the hopes of building this zemple, declared
his intentions to NaTuaw the prophet; (2 Sam.
vii. ver. 1, 2, 3.) but this was not permitted
him, becaufe his reign had been attended with
wars, bloodfhed and flaughter, and he ftill had
to contend with many powerful enemies ; but,
though forbid to execute this divine and glorious
work, he made confiderable preparations for
that purpofe ; which having done, and drawing

* towards his latter end, he affembled all the
princes ang chief perfons of his kingdom, and
ordered and encauraged SorLomon publicly, and
in their prefence, to purfue fuch his intention,
(1 Cbron. xxviii. ver, 1---10.) and delivered the
pattern, or [cheme, of all the houfes, &c,
E 2 (ver,
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{ver. 11, 12.) the courfes of the prigfts and /e-
wvites, (ver. 11---31) and likewife the partern of
the cherubims, (ver. 18.) earneftly exhorting
his fervants, in regard to the tender age of his
fon, Soromoxn, who was yet but very young,
to yield him their councils and afliftance, in
erecting a palace, not defigned for man, but
for the LORD GOIL. Davip himfelf gave to-
wards ‘the building of the tcmple, out of his own
treafures, befides 2 vaft variety of precious
ftones, three thoufond talents of gold of Opbir,
and feven thoujand talents of filver, (1 Chron.
XXIX. VET. 25.)

The princes of his kingdom followed the glo-
rious example of their king, and gave five thou-
Jand talents and fen thoufand drachms of  gold,
ten thoufand talents of filver, eighteen tbnz{[rma"
talents of brafs, and on¢ bundred thoufend talents
of iron, as alfo a great many of the moft pre-
cious ftones. (¥ Chron. xxix. 6, 7, 8. :

When Davip the king was dead *, and So-
romoN was eftablifhed on his throne, he refolved
to carry into execution his father’s defign, and

to erect a semple to his great Creator.
For which pm-pofe he appled to HIRAM

king of Tyre, for affiftance; and havirg readily
" obtained a promife of what he defired, :nd pro-
cured from thence, and other parts, men and ma-

* A. L. 2¢80.
. ) ‘, » ‘ o terials
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tcnals fu‘ﬁc:lent for his intentions, he began
that great and majeftic fabrick ; and as method
and order are known and confefled to be effen-

tials requifite in conducting all. great

defigns

and undertakings, he proceeded in the followin
manner. He numbered and claflfed his men ac-

cording to their {kxll and abilities, viz, |

1. Harodim, princgs, rulers or provoits,
. in number s - - -
2. Menatzchim, overfeers and comfort-
ers of the people in working, that
were expert mafter-mafons -

3. Gdiblim, frone-fquarers, polifhers and

300

330Q

fculptors ; and Ifbchotzeb, men of

hewing; Benai, fetters, layers orbuild-
ers, bcmg able and i mgemous fellow-
crafts - -

4. The levy out of {/rael appomtcd‘

to work in Lebgnon one month in
three, 10,000 each month, under

the direction of noble Adoniram, wha

“was the junior grand warden -
Whole number employed, exclufive of
* the two grand wardens, and of the
men of burthen, who were the re-
mains of the old Canaamtas, who be-
ing bﬂﬂdﬂfeﬂ, are not numbered -a-
mong mafons, was - - -~

80,000

30,000

II 3,606 A

Soromen likewife partitioned the fellow-crafts

into certain Jodges, appomtmo to“each,

one to

prefide
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prefide as & mafter, affifted by two others as
guardians, that they might receive commands in
* a regular manner, take care of the tools and
jewels, and be duly paid, fed, cloathed, &c.

Thefe neceffary regulations being previoufly
fettled, to preferve that order and barmony which
would be abfolutely requifite among fo great a

. number of men, in executing fo large a work :
He alfo took into confideration, the fyture a-
greement and profperity of the craft, and deli-
berated on the beft means to fecure them by a
lafting cement.
~ Now, brotherly love and immutable fidelity,
prefented themfelves to his mind, as the moft
proper bafis for an inflitution, whofe aim and end
fhould be to eftablith permanent unity among
its members, and to render them a fociety, who,
while ey enjoyed the moft perfe& felicity, would
be of confiderable utility to mankind. And
being defirous to tranfmit it under the "ancient
reftrictions as a blefling to future ages, SoLomon
decreed, that whenever they fhould affemble in
their lodges to difcourfe upon, and improve
themfelves in the arts and [ciences ; and whatever
elfe thould be deemed proper topics to encreafe
their knowledge, they fhould likewife inftruc
each other in fecrecy and pradence, morality and

* Vide. Book of Conflitutions, P 21,

good-
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good fellow-thip ; and for thefe purpofes he ¢f-
tablifbed certain peculiar rules’and cuftoms to be
invariably obferved in their converfations, that
their minds might be enriched by a perfe&t ac-
quaintance with, and practice of, every moral, fo-
cial and religious duty, lef- while they were fo
highly honoured by being employed in raifing a
temple to the great JEHOVAH, they fhould negle&
* to fecure to themfelves an happy admittance into
the celefial lodge, of which the templc was only
to be a zype..

Thus did our wife grand mafier contrive a plan
by mechanical and prafiical allufions, - to inftrudt
the craftfmen in principles of the moft fublime
[peculative pkilofophy, tending to the glory of Gop,
and to fecure to zbem temporal bleﬂings bere, and
eternal life bereafter; -as well as to unite the' fpe-
culative and operative malons, thereby forming a
two-fold advantage from the principles of Geome-
#ry and Architeilure, on the one part, andthe pre-
cepts of wifdom and ethicks on the other. The
next circumftance which demanded Soromon’s a¢-
tention was, the readieft and moft effectual method
of paying the wages of fo vaft a body of men,
according to their refpedtive degrees, without
error or confufion, that nothing might be found
among the mafons . of Sion, iave harmony and
peace. § This was fettled in a manner well known

1 Kings 6,7
to
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to all regularly made mafons, arid thercfore is un-
necefiary, as al{o improper, to be mentioned here:
Thefe arrangements being adjufted, the noble
ftructure was began § and conduced with fuch
grandeur, order and concord, as afforded So-
romon the moft exalted fatisfaction, and filled

"him with the ftrongeft affurance, that the royal

art would be further encouraged in future ages,
and amongft various nations, from the exellencies

~ of this temple, and the fame and fkill of the

Ifraelites, in the beauty and fymmetry of archi-
te&ture therein difplayed.

He was likewife fenfible; that when thxs build-.
ing thould be compleated, the craftfmen would
difperfe themfelves over the whole earth; and
being defirous to perpetuate in the moft effec-
tual manrer, the barmony and good-fellowfbip ak
ready eftablithed among them, and to fecure
to themfelves, their future pupils, and their juc-
<effors, the honour and refpe& due to men whofe
abilities were fo great, and would be fo juitly
renowned : In conjun&@ion with Hiram king

1 This noble firuture was ere&ed in moant Moriab;
in the month Zif, which anfwets to our 4pril, being the

- fecond month of the facred year (A. L. 2g992.) and

was carried on with fuch prodigious expedition, that it
was compleatly finithed in little more than Jfewen years,
in the month Ba/, which anfwers to our Ofober. A. L.
2999, and was dedicated the year following.

. ' of
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of Tyre and Hiram Abiff, the deputy grand maf-
ter, concerted a proper plan tQ- accomplih his in-
tentions; in which it was determined, that, in
conformity to the prattice of the original profef-
“fors of the royal art, general diftinguithing ¢ba-
raflerifticks fhould be eftablithed for a proof of
 their having been fellow labenrers in this glori-
ous work, to defcend to their fuccefforsin all
future ages, who fhould bein a peculiar man-
per qualified to cultivate the fublime principles
of this noble eftablithment; and fuch were a-
dopted and received accordingly, With refpe& to
the MeTrop which would be bzreafrer neceflary
for propagating the principles of the fociety, So-
LOMON purfued the uniform and aacient cuftom,
jn regard to degrees of probation and injunitions
o fecrecy ; which he himfelf had been obliged
go comply with before he gained a perfettion in
the royal art, or even arrivéd at the fummit of
the fciences ; therefore, tho’ there were no' appren-
gices employed in the building of the temples
* yet as the craftfmen were all intended to be
romoted to the degree of mafiers, after its dedica-
tion ; and as thefe would fecure a fucceffion, by
receiving appremtices who might themfelves in
due time alfo become mafter mafons, it was
determined, that the gradstions in the {cience
fhould confift of zbree diftin& degrees, to each
of which fhould be adapted a particular dif-
ginguithing teft, which 7¢#, together with
) _ © the
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“the expliestion, was accordingly fettled and

communicated to the fraternity, previous to

“their difperfion, under a neceffary and folemn

injunction to fecrecy : and they have been moft

.cautioufly preferved, and tranfinitted down to

pofterity by faithful brethren, ever fince their
emigration. Thus the center of union among
free-mafons, was firmly fixed; their cabala re-
gulated and eftablifhed; and their principles
direted to the excellent purpofes of their origi-
nal intention,

EdZIRX
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?ﬁ}&éﬁ *HE harmony and connexion

T 50 : of the fociety of free-mafons,
:"ﬁ :‘ﬁ:‘;- and the ‘ excellent precepts and
%vxxu principles thereof, have produced
the utmoft good confequence, not only to
the particular members of it, but frequently
to the nations where it has been cultivated and
practifed.

For united by the endearing name of brotber,

they live in an affetion and friendfhip, rare- =

ly to be met with even among thofe whom
the ties of confancrulmty ought to bind ip the
firmett manner. That intimate union which
does fo much honour to humanity in general, in
the' pamcular intercourfe, which prevails among
free-mafons, diffufes pleafure that no other in-
ftitution can boaft.  For the name which they
mutually ufe one tqwards another, is not a3
vain compliment, or an idle parade; no, they en-
Joy in common, all the felicities of a true bro-

E2 . therhood.’
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'thcrhood Here, mexit and ability fecure to
ther pofieffors, an honourable regard, and a
refpectful diftinétion, which every one receives
with an unaffected complacency and a perfect
humility ; conftantly exerting himfelf for the
general good, without vanity, and without fear.
For they who are not adorned with the fame
advantages, are neither mortified nor jea-
lous. No one contends for fuperiority; here
emulation is only with a view to pleafe; the
man of fhining abilities, and thofe unbleffed with
* fuch ornaments, are here equally admitted ; all
tay here perform their parts; and what may
feem furprizing amongft fuch a variety of cha-
rafters, haughtinefs or fervility, never appcax
The greateft admit of a focial familiarity; the

mfenor is elevated and inftructed, con{’cantly
maintaining by rbefe means a beneficent equality.

With refpet to the converfation which
they hold during their affemblies, it is conduét-
ed with the moft Perfe& decency : here it is an
univerfal maxim, never to fpeak of the abfent
" bue with refpect ; ill-natured fatire is excluded ;
all rasllery is forbidden s they wiH not even fuf-
fer the leaf? irony, or the poignant ftrokes of
wit, becaufe they generally have a malignant
tendency ; they solerate nothing which carries
with it even the appearance of vice,

Their pleafures are never imbittered by un-
grateful reflections, but produce a ferene and.
lafting compofure of mind. They flow not like -
. : ‘a.
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" a torrent which defeends with noife and i
tuofity, but like a peaceful ftream within it
~ own channel, ftrong without vxolcnce, and gen-
tle without dulnefs.

This exact regularity, very far from occafion-
.ing a melancholly ferioufnefs, diffufes, on the
contrary, over the heart, and over the under-
flanding, the moft pure delights; the bright
effects of enjoyment and hilarity fhine forth in
the countenance ; and altho’ the appearances are
fometimes a little more fprightly than ordinary,
decency never runs any rifque; ’tis wifdom in
good-bumour. For if a brother fhould happen
to forget himfelf, or in his difcourfe thould
have the weaknefs to ufe fuch expreffions as
are diftinguithed under the name of lderties, a
formidable fgn would immediately call himto
his duty; a Jrother may miftake as a man,
but he hath opportunity and courage to recover
himfelf, becaufe he'is a free-mafon. Altho’ or-
der and decorum are always fcrupuloufly eb-
ferved in the lodges of free-mafons; tkefe ex-
clude not in any wife gaiety and chearful en-’
joyment: The cenverfation is animated, and
the kind and brotherly cordiality that prefides,
there, affords the moft pleafing fenfation.

Thefe particulars may juitly recall to our minds
the happy time of the divine Afrea! when there
was neither fuperiority nor fubordination, be-
caufe men were as yet untainted by vice, and,
UBCorrupt.

~ Having
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- Having now given a general fketch of the
‘nature of this inflitution, from whence a candid
reader may form no inconfiderable idea of that
compofed wifdom, and laudable harmony which
governs in the fellowthip of free-mafons, we
fhall proceed in taking fome notice of the feveral
accufations frequently brought againft it.
- And firf; As none can venerate and efteem
the fair-fex, more than free-mafons do, we can-
not but reckon it a misfortune that the ladies
fhould be offended at their non-admiffion into
this order ; and the more fo, as they no fooner
learn with what moderation the mafons com-
port themfelves in their affemblies, but without
knowing the reafon why they are not admitted,
they cenfure us with all the feverity their delicate
minds are capable of. This we muft beg leave
to fay, is intirely owing to miftaken prejudice,
for a little refleétion would convince them, that
their not being received in zbss inftitution, is
not in the leaft fingular. They ftand in the
fame predicament with refpect to the prigfhood,
and many other particular focieties ; the folemn
affemblies of the ancients, the fenates of Pagan,
and the conclaves of papal Rome, all mational
fenates and ecclefiaftical fynods, umsverfities and
feminaries of learning, &c. &c. with which
they might with equal propriety be offended. -
- Next to the difpleafure of the ladies, we will
confider a charge with regard to governments,
which in other countries, /5 happy in their con-
fitution
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Jtitution than our own, has at different times
been- unjuftly profecuted againft this fraternity.

It has been imagined, that there is every thing
to be feared for the tranquillity of the ftate,
from a numerous aflociation of men of merit
and chara@er, intimately united under the fea}
- of fecrecy, 1 agree that this fufpicion has in it
fomethmo- very fpecious ; for if the paflion of a
' ﬁngle man, hath caufed (as we have feen more
than once) ftrange revolutions in a ftaté ; what
‘might not be produced by a body fo numerous
and united, as that of free and accepted mafons;
‘were they liable to thefe intrigues and cabals,
whlcﬁ pride and ambmon inftill but too often -
into the human- heart.-

But there is nothing to be apprchcnded from
free-ma/bm in thefe refpe@s; .they are actuated
by thé love of order and peace, and are as
much attached to civi/ fociety, as united among
themfelves ; *tis in this fchool, thata man may
learn moft effectually, what refpe&, what fub-
miffion, what veneration he ought to have, for
his God, his country and his king; ’tis among
them, that fubordination is fully prattifed and
deemed a virtue, not a yoke.

Equally without reafon, have they alfo been
accufed of holdmg affemblies for no other pur-
pofe, than that of fpeaking with the greater
freedom on religious, as well as political mat-.
ters. Thefe tOplCS are -never fuffered to be
agltatcd for itis a fundamental maxim of this

f inftitution,
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tnftitution, to prohibit all fuch difputes. The”
God of heaven, and the rulers of the earth, are
by them inviolably refpeted. And with regard
#o the facred perfon of majefly, every congregated
lodge, folemnizes the name with all poffible
grandeur and refpect, ’
" Thus thefe accufations fall to the ground.

It is alfo alledged by the objectors to free-ma-
Jonry, that upon ‘the initiation of a member in-
to this myftery, he lays himfelf under a fo-
lemn obligation by an oath, with very fevere
penalties. This by them is pronounced an unwar-
rantable proceeding. Certainly thefe perfons
are as ignorant as they are ungenerous, and for
want of better judgments form erroneous no-
tions, and from falfe premifes draw falfe con,
clufions. To obviate this objettion, we will
trace the antiquity of fwearing, and obferve the
different cuftoms adopted by the ancients on
this head ; afterwards examining the mature of
an oath, fuppofing (for the fake of argument,
but not granting) that one is required as fet
forth by the adverfaries of mafonry; we will
confider how far, it is, or is not, warrantable in
the prefent cafe. - .

We are informed by facred hiftory, what
was the cuftom of fwearing among the Hebrews,
who fometimes fwore by fretching forth their
bands (as in, Gen. xiv. v. 27.) fometimes the
party fwearing put bis band under the other’s thigh,
(Gen. xxiv, v. 21, xlvii. v. 29. which was the-

: manner

T
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" manner of adminiftration ufed by AsrAnamM
and Jacos. Sometimes * fanding before the sitar,
as we read in Kings; which was alfo the cuf
tom of the Athenians(1), the Cmbwg;mm(z),
and the Romans(3).

The Fews chiefly fwote by Ferafalem, by the
temple, by the-ptid of the temple, by the aitar,
and the piff on the altar.

The Greeks efteemed it an bonour paid their
Deities, to ufe their names in folemn coén-
trals, promifes and affeverations; and call
them to witnefs mens truth and honefty, or to
punifh their falfehood and treachery. This was
repated a fort of religious adoration, being an
acknowledgment of the omnipotence and ommspre-
Jence, and by confequence of the divinity of the
Being thus invoked: and the infpired writers,
for the fame reafon, forbid to fwear by the Pa-

. gan Derries, and commanded to fwear by the

true Goo. Thus in Deuteromony (chap. vi. v,

15) #bou fbals fear the Lerd thy Gedy and ferve

bim, and foalt fewear by bis mame. And in Fes

remiab (chap. v. v. 7.) How foall I parden thee
for this? 1hy children bavs for[aken me, énd fworn
by thim ibdé sre mo Gods 5 and to forbear ethey

. * Rings, viii. 31 —(1) Alex. ab. Alex. L. s. ¢. ron—
(2) Livius, Dec. 3. 1. Xo=—(3) Faven, Sat. - 3 Val. Max. L.

.96 3
G inftances,
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inftances, the worfhippers of the true God, are
by Davip, reprefented to fwear by him, 7. e.
by invoking his name.

The antiquity of {wearing, as well as the manner
of adminiftring an oath, having now been fuffi-
ciently thewn; we will in the next place, as
far as may be neceffary, take motice of the fun-
damental principles of this eftablithment, as the
propcreﬂ: method to form a right judgment of
it; and th{:n in anfwer to the prefent objection,
we will examine how far an osath would, or
would -not be juftifiable, on the initiation of a
mafon, and fuppofing it to be required even
under fuch pznal fan&ions as have been pre-
tended.

"~ If we examine the laws and regulations of
free-mafonry, it will appear that the end and paur-
port of it is truly laudable, being calculated to
regulate our paffions, to affit us in acquiring
knowledge of the arts and fciences, and to pro-
mote morality and beneficence, as well as to
render converfation agreeable, innocent, and in-
ftructive ; and fo to influence our praéhce, as
to make us ufeful to others, and happy in our-
felves. With regard to the relation we have
(as members) to fociety in general, it will ap-
pear equally evident from the faid regulations,
that a free-mafon is to be a peaceable fubje&,
conforming cheerfully to the government under
which he lives, is to pay a duc deference to

-his
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his fuperiors; and from his inferiors is to re:
ceive honour rather with reluctance than to ex-
tort it. He muft be a man of univerfal benevo-
Tence and charity, not tenacious of his abun-
dance, when the exigences of his fellow -crea-
tures lay thejufteft claim to his bounty.

" Mafons not only challenge, but have ever
Jupported that charaGer amongft the honeft and
candid part of mankind, whofe equity and rea-
fon would never fuﬁ'cr them to entertain 111—
grounded prejudices.
" The great Mr. Locke appears to have been

fo dell_ghted with fome of our principles, that
he tells Lady Masuam (to whom he was writ-
ing on this fubject) “ that it was his with, they
were communicated to 4/ mankind, fince
there is nothing more true than what the ma-
fons teach; that the better men are, the more
they love one ‘another: virfue having in itfelf
fomething fo amiable as to charm the heart of
all who behold it*.” .
And another §, fpeaking of free-mafons, fays,
< no abufe is tolerated among them, no intempe-
rance allowed mode&y, union and humxlxt.y,

. The'manﬁfmpt from which -this and a fabfequent
quotation are made, is printed in the appendnx to tlut ,
difquifition. , o

x vido Relc Caﬁ. 'ol. 6- folt
Lot G z. . m
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are ﬁwnety recommended,” Agun “ this
fociety is na ways effenfive to religion, geod
maaners or political government; it has and does
fill flourith in Great Britain and its daminions
vader the pratetion of the greateft pe:fonagc.s,'
cven princes of the royal blood.”
. Mr. Cuamzers in his Cyclopedia, alfo tefti-
fies, « that free and accepted mafons, axe a very
angient {ociety, or bedy of men, fo called either
from fome extraordinary knowledge of mafonry
or building, which they were fuppofcd to be
fo_c;cty were of that profcﬂion »

“ They are very confiderable, both for num-
ber and charatter ; being found in ever country
in Europe, and confifting principally of per-
“fons of merit and confideration. As to anti-
quity, they lay claim to a ftanding of fome
theufand years, and ’ts ‘faid, can trace up y their
eriginal 3s early as the building of Selemon’s
semple.”

¢ What the end of their mfhwnon is, feems
Rill to be a fecret, tho’ as much .of it as is
knawn, appears laudable, as it tends o promote
fnendihlp, foc1ety, mutual affiftance and good

ip-*
¢ "Fhe brethren of this family, are faid so be -
paficfied of 2 mumber of fecrets, which bave
been religioufly obferved from age to age. Be
their other gogd qualitigs whatever they will, it

s

~
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is-plain they are mafters of ome, in 2 very gres
degree, namely Secricy.”

Now let us afk, .if a number of perfons havc/
formed themfelves into a body with -a defign
to improve in ufeful knowledge, to promote
yniverfal benevolénce, and to cultivate the fo-
cial virtues of human life, and have bound them-
felves by the folemn obligation of an oath, to
conform to the rules of fuch inflitution, where
can be the impiety, immarality or fally.of fuch
procesding ? Is it not the cuftom of moft com-
munities; in the ftate, amongft the learned
bodies, in commerce, &c. a cafe ego common-
ly knewn to require a recital of particular in-

flances. 1 fhall therefore content. myfelf with
“adding this obfervation, viz. That bithop Saun-
DERSON, an emincnt cafuift, in his leCtures on
the fubje® of oaths, very judicioufly afferts,
that when a thing is not by any precept or in-
tetdi® human or divine, fo determined, but
every snan may at his chaice do, or not do,
. a5 he fees expedient, let him do what he will,

ke finneth not. (1 Chres. chap. vii v. 36.) As
if Camvs fhould fwear to fell his land to TiTrUs,
or to lend him an hundred crowss, the an-
fwer is brief, an oath in this cafe, is bath law-
ful and binding. (Prelad. 3 $ed. 15.)

"And s the principles of this inflitution are
truly praife-worthy, containing thofe valuable .
requifites which will ever fecurc the dﬁcx



(46 )

end admiration of all good men, (as well as moft
affuredly the envy of the 4ad,) we will put this
plain queftion 5 is not the defign of it of equal
importance to the publick, with the lending of an
hundred crowns to a private man? the anfwer
and the confequences are both evident: that
an oath on the fubjet of free-mafonry, if required,
is both lawful and obligatory. '

As for the terror of a pehalty-,.it is a mif~
taken notion to imagine that the folemnity of an
oath, adds any thing to the obligation: or that
the oath-is not equally bmdmg wnthout any

penalty at all.
I fhall add a few more quotations from ‘the
fame excellent cafuiff, and leave the ea?lanatwn
and application to the 1ntelhgcnt

A folemn oath of itfelf, and in its own nature,
is not more obligatory than a fimple one; be-
caufe the obligation of an eatb, arifeth precife-
ly from this, that Gop is invoked asa witnefs
and avenger, mo lefs in the fimple one, than
in the folemn and corporal; for the invocation is
made precifely by the promounciation of the words
- (which is the fame both in the fimple and fo-
lemn) and not by any corporal motion or con-
comitant fign in which the folemnity of the aath
confifis. Prelett. 5. Se&t. 12.
- And it is a matter well wor;hy the conﬁ-
deration of every man, that as the -obje&t of a
lawful oath, is Gop alone, fo it contains a

folemn
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folemn confeffion of his emniprefence, that he is
with us in every place ; of his omnifcience, that
he knoweth all fecrets of the heart, that he is
a maintainer of truth and en avenger of falfehosd:
of his juftice, that heis willing, and of his omn:-
potence, that he is able to punith ‘thofe that by
difregard to their oaths, thall dithonour him.

It is therefore of a very dangerous tendency
for perfons who have once zaken an oatbh, to trifle
and play with the force of it, even fuppofing
the occafion of fuch obligation was altually of
fmall moment in itfelf. And this is pofitively
de'crm'ned by the fame writer, in the following
words, and ought to be a caution to 2/, not to
violate an oath, left they incur the fatal confe-
quences of real perjury.

¢ A «woluntary oath is the more bmdmo' for
being voluntary, becaufe there is no {’cn&er obli-
gation than that we take wzllmgly on ourfclves.”
(Przlett. 4. Se&. 11.) And in another placc
he is more particular, where a matter is fo
#rivial, that it is not worth the deliberation of
a wife man, nor fignifies a ftraw whether it bé
done or not done; as to reach up a chip,‘ or to
rub one’s beard, or for the Slightnefs of it," is not
much to be efteemed, as to glve a boy ah'applc, ‘
or tolend a pin; an oath is binding 10 mat-
ters of the Jeaft moment; becanfe weighty -and

_trivial things have a like reff)e& unto fruth and
* ' fd{[eboad—,
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falfebood; and further; becaufe every party
- fwearing, is bound to perform all he promifed, as
far as heis able, and as far it is lawful: to give
an apple to a boy, is both poffible and lawfuls
he is bound therefore to perform it: He ought to
fulfil his oath.? (Prele&. 3. Se&. 15.)

- ¢bis is likewife confirmed by Moses, (Numb.
¥xx. v.2.) “If a man {wear an oath to bind
his foul with a bond, he fhall not break his
word; he fhall do according to all that pro-
ceedeth out of his mouth.” And (Zeck. chap. v.)
It is threatened that evéry one that fwearcth falfe-
ly, fhall be cut off by the curfe: « I will bring
§¢ forth, faid the Lorp of Hosts, and it fhall
enter into the houfe of bim the fweareth falfely
by my name and it thall remain in the midft of
.his houfe, and fhall confume it, with the timber
thereof, and the ftones thereof.” -

The objestors being thus anfwered with res
fpect to the lawfulnefs of an oath, fuppofing one
to be required on the initiation of a free-mafon (as
to the certainty of which conjecture is their only
fupport) I fhall next take notice of the charge

brought againft them on account of fecrecy; one -

of their grand charaterifticks; and the innocent

caufe of all. the perfecutions and reproaches
they fuffer.

We are condemned for keeping the effentials
of our inftitution from the knowledge of thofe
who are not members of it: Which, ’tis faid,
‘ o . muft
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* muit fufficiently prove them to be of a bad na-

ture and tendency, elfe why are they not made
publick for the fatisfaction of mankind.

If fecrecy be a virtue, (a thing never yet de-
nied) can that be imputed .to us as a orime,
which has: been confidered an excellence in ail
ages ? Does not SoLoMon, the wifeft: of men,
tell us, Hz that difcovers fecrets is a iraiton,
But a mansf a faithful [pirit concealsth: the matser.

In conduéting all werldly . affairs, fecreey is not
only effential, but abfolutely neceffary; and
was evet efteemed a quality of the greateft worth,

Thus we find the great Feniton makes
ULvysszs, in the fyftein of the education which
he delivers to his friends for his fon TELEma-
cuus, particularly enjoin them above all,
vo vender him juft; beneficient, fincere; and faith-
ful in keeping fecrets; a precept that afterwards
produced the beft of confequences to the young
pritice, of whom it is recorded, that with this
great excellence of taciturnity, he not only di-
vefted himfelf of that clofe myfterious air, fo
common to the referved, but alfo conftantly a-
voided telling the leaft untruth in fupport of
this part of his character. A condu&! highly

‘worthy the imitation of every one' to whom

fecrets are intrufted, affording them a pattern of
opennefs, eafe and fincerity; for while he feemed
to carry his whole heart upon his lips, commu-
nicating what was of no importance, yet he

knew how to ftop juft in the proper moment,
without
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without proceeding to thofe things which might
raife any fufpicion, or furnith even a hint-to
difcover the purpofes of his mind.
If we turn our eyes back to antiquity, . we
fhall find the old Egyptions had fo great a re-
gard for filence and fecrecy in the myfteries of

their religion, that they fet up the God Harpo-

crates. (vid. imagines deorum a vincemtio char-
tario) to whom they paid peculiar bonour and
veneration, who was -reprefented with his right
band placed near the beart, and the left down by
bis fide, covered with a fkin before, full of eyes

and ears, to fignify, that of many things to:

befeen and heard, few are to be publithed.
And ameng the fame people, their great god-
defs Jfis, the Minerva of the Greeks, had always
an image of a Spbynx placed at the entrance
of her temples, to denote that Jecress were there
preferved under facred coverings, that they
might be kept from the knowledge of the vul-

gar, as much as the riddles of that creature.
Jamsricus, in his life of PyTHAGORAS, con-
- firms the above opinion, by obferving, that from
the myfterious knowledge of the Egyptians,
that philofopher drew the fyftem of bis fymbo-
Kcal learning and inftructive tenets, feeing that
the principles and wife do&rines of this nation,
were ever kept fecret among themfelves, and
were delivered down, not in writing, but only
by oral tradition. , And indeed fo cautious and

prudcnt were they in thefe matters, that every
dxfcxplc




( 51 )
difciple admitted to their wife and fcientific myf-
teries, was bound in the moft folemn manner
to conceal fuch myfteries from the vulgar, or
thofe whofe ideas were not fufficiently exalted
to receive them. As a proof of this, we need
only recollec the ftory of Hipparchus, a Pytha-
gorean, who having out of fpleen and refentment,
violated and broke thro’ the feveral engage-
ments of the fociety, was held in the utmoft
deteftation, expelled the fchool as one moft
infamous and abandoned, and as he wasdead to
the principles of virtue and philofophy, had a
tomb ereéted for him, according to their cuftom,
as though he had been maturally dead. The
" thame and difgrace that juftly attended fo great
a breach of truth and fidelity, drove the un--
happy wretch to fuch defpair, that he proved
his own executioner ; and fo abhorred was even
his memory, that he was denied the rites and
ceremonies of burial ufed to the dead in thofe
times; inftead of which, his body was fuffered
10 lie upon the fhore of the Ifle of Samos.

Among the Greck nations, the Athenians had
a ftatue of brafs, which they awfully revered ;
this figure was without a tongue; by which fecrecy
was intimated. , _

The Romans had a goddefs of filence, named
ANGERONA, reprefented with her fore finger on-
her lips, a fymbol of prudence and taciturnity.

ANNaxarcHus, who (according to Priny)

- -was apprehended in order to extort his fecrets
. - Ha ~ from
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from him, bit his tongue in the midfs, and
afterwards fpit it in the tyrant’s face, rather chufs
ing to lofe that organ, than to difcover thofe
things which he had promifed to conceal.
. We read likewife that Cato the Cenfor, of-
ten f2id ta his friends, of three things which: he
had good reafon to reépent, the principal was,
divulging a fecres. ' :

The Druids in our own nation (who were the

- . only priefts among the ancient Brijons) com-

* ‘mitted nothing to writing. And Czasar ob-

ferves that they had a head or chief, who exer-
cifed a fort of excommunicatian, attended with
‘'dreadful penalties on thofe, who either publifbed
or prophaned their myfteries. ' -

~ Therefore, fince it evidently appears from
the foregoing inftances (among many other) that
there ever were fecrets amongft mankind, as .
well refpe@ing facieties as individuals, and that
the keeping thofe invislable, was always reputed
an indifpenfable duty, and attended with an
honourable eftimation; It muft be very diffi-
cult to affign a fufficient reafon why, the.fame
practice fhould be at all wandered at, ok lefs
approved in the fres and accepted mafons of the
prefent age, than they were among the wiiolt

~ men, and greateft philofophers of antiquity.

The general praftice and- coriftent applaufc

of the ancients, as well as the cuftoms of the

'moderns, one would naturally imagine  fhiould

be fufficient to juify mafons againk any. oharg; |
c 0




( 8 )

of fingularity or innovation on this accounyy
for how can this be thoughy fingular, or new,
by any aps who will hut calmly allow hig-
felf the fmalleft time far refletion,
. Do not all iacorporated bodies amongf s,
enjoy this iberty without impeachmens ar cemn
fure? an gpprentice is bawed ta kecp the foerets
of bis mafter 5 a freeman is obliged to confulg
‘the intepeft of his campany, and not proflitute
in, comman the myfterics of bis profeflion;, fecret
cwmwitiess and privy councils, are folemaly en-
Joined pot g publifh abroad their debates and
refolutions, . In courts martial, the membess are
bound to fecrecy; and in many cifes for more ef-
fectual fecurity an oath is adminiftred.’

As in fociety in general, we are united toge-
ther by our indigencies and infirmities, and a vaft
yariety of circumftances contributing to our mu-
tual and neceffary dependence on each other,
(which lays a grand foundation for terreftrial
happinefs, by fecuring general amity and the
reciprocation of goed efees in the world) fo,
in all particular focietiss, of what ever denomi-
nation, they are all conjoined by a fort of ce-
ment ; by bonds and lews that are peculiar to
each of them, from the higheft affemblies to the
loweft. Confequently the injunéions of fecrecy
among free-mafons, can be no more unwarranta-
ble than in the focieties and cafes already pointed
out: and to repor?, or even to infinuate, that
they are, muft argue a want of candour, a want

of
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of reafom, and a want of charity. For, by the
_ laws of nature, and of nations, every individual,
and every fociety, has a right to be fuppofed ix-
nocens *till proved otherwife.

Yet notwithftanding the myfleries of our profef-
fion are kept inviolable, none are excluded from
a full knowledge of them, in due time and man-
ner, upon proper application, and beihg found
capable and worthy of the tuft. To form
other defigns and expe@ations, is building on a

+ afandy foundation, and will only ferve to tefti-
fy, thatlike a rath man, their difcretion is always
out of the way when they have moft occafion

to make ufe of it,

A}




CHAP I

E will now proceed to the next
objetion, viz. That “ mafonry is
a trifling inftitution, and that our
principles contain nothing valuable
in them.” '

Thefe cenfurers finding it eafier to decry a
fcience than to underftand it, are with wicked
endeavours attempting to depreciate that which
they cannot attain to, and would make their
neceffity appear a virtue, and their ignorance the
effett of choice.

" 'This turn of mind is the defpicable offspring

of envy, and fo felfith are fuch men, that they
would rather prefer having the whole circle of the
arts and fciences abolifhed, was it in their power,
than that others thould be pofieffed of a know-
ledge, which they are themfelves totally unac-.
quainted with and undeferving of. '

‘But alas! they difquiet themftlves in vain;
we who are mafons, cannot but laugh at and
piy fuch fecble atacks, and are hearily forry for

ofe

PP gl o 2
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:hol‘ewlm have no becter underftandings than
to0 regard them.

Did they #now any thing of our profeffion,
they ‘could not but efteem ie, for they would
be convinced that it is founded on the moft ex-
alted principles of morality and focial wvirtue
tending to pramote the true happinefs of mankind '
in general, the peace and fatisfaltion of every in-
dividual in particular ; to cenfure then and vilify
what they are entirely ignorant of, difcovers the
bafenefs of . their difpofitions, and how little chey
are quahﬁcd to pafs their judgments ia matters of
fuch impartance. Therefore, though we com-
miferate their defets, we muft at the fame
time be allowed to pronounce them mtby
our further netice.

" Had our infitution contained nothing com-

mendable - or valuable in it, *tis impoffible it
fhould have exifted, and been patronized by

the wife, the good and great, in all ages of

the world. "For we cannot fuppofe that men,
diftinguithed by every accomplithment that can
adorn human nature, would embrace or con-
tinue in principles which they found to. be nu-

gatory, ¢rroncous or contemptible. Therefore
the advice which GaMALIEL (AFs. v. ver. 38.)

~ wilely gave to zke perfecators of the apoftles, might

with great propriety be recommended to thefe
raikrs againft free-mafons. They may affure
themfelves, that if there was no. more in our
inftitation than their /itsle minds fuge&, it

- would
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would have fallen to the ground ages paft, but
the contrary being the cafe, they may fafely
conclude, it will continue to exift notwithftand-
ing any oppofition, for ages yet to come.

Perhaps it will be faid, that the moral and focial
principles we profefs, are equally neceffary to the
fupport of every well regulated fociety ; how then
came mafons to appropriate the merit of fuch
principles to themfelves ? I anfwer, they are not
only deemed neceffary, but faught, and brought
into practice in the lodge ; they are familiarized
to us by fuch a plain, pleafing and peculiar me-
thod, that they feem no longer leffons or rules,
but become inherent principles in the breaft of
. every free-mafon. But from the corrupt ftate
and difpofition of mankind, there are .fome who
will always make it their bufinefs to afperfe and
ridicule whatever they fufpet has the leaft
beauty or excellency in it.

Thefe envious beings, having juft fenfe enough
to imagine, that ftandal is eafier hit offthan
praife; and that fatyr will fooner procure them
a name than panegyrick, and looking at 4/l focieties
through falfe and narrow mediums, they form
judgments of them from their trifling felves;
acting in dire&t contradittion to the apaftles
exhortation to the: Philippians, -« If there be any
virtue, if there be any praife, they. will condemn
thofe things,” notwithftanding the "ftrength of
reafon with which they are accompanied ; not-
withftanding
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withftanding the apparent benefit and advantage
they may brmor to ma,nkmd fo little relifh have
they far thmgs excellent in themfelves, fo inat-
tentive are they to the force of the cleareft rea-
{oning, and fo enveloped in ignorance and pre-
judice, that nothing is fufficient to convince them.,
I dont mean that ignorance which implies a
want of knowledge*, but that affeCted and pre-

- fumptuous ' folly which dejpifes it. And of fuch
Soromon fays, « feeft thou a man that defpifeth
inftrution ? there is more hope of a foal than
of him.”

If therefore thefe accufers have any remains of
modetty, if the affertors of fuch calumny cas
ever blufh, they are pow put to the trial; for |
whilft they deal thus freely with the principles

" and proceedings of perfons of the greateft ho-
nour and diftin&ion, they are only difcovering to
the judicious part of mankind, the weaknefs of
their heads and the wickednefs of their hearts.
Haw truely do they come. under the ftandard
of that defcription which Justus Liesjus, an
eminent writer, has given us of this abominable fo&.

* ® The natural and proper effe® of a bare want of
knowledge is, that men forbear to pafs-any judgment,
upon what they underftand mo¢ ; and that they neither
contend for, nor againfl any thing, before they have /m
reafin to determing them fo to do,

Calumny,
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« Calumny, fays he, is a filthy and pernicious
infeCtion of the topgue; generally aimed by the
moft wicked and abandoned part of mankind,
againft the mof# worthy and deferving of efteem,
and wounds them unexpeétedly. And to whom
is it pleafing? To the mof wvile, the perfidious,
the talkative. But what is its fource? From
what origin does it proceed ? from falfehood, as
it’s father; from o as its mother and from
curiofity, asits nurfe ?”

- Would fuch perfons exercife but a very fmall

portion of reafon and refle&tion, they would
readily perceive the madnefs of theif attempt
to depreciate a fociety which has ever with-
ftood and repelled every attack made againft
it; ftill acquiring additional honour and ftrength;
fuch proceedings affecting it no more, than a ja-
velin thrown by the feeble hand of old age, that
never reaches, or at moft makes no impreffion
onits deftined mark,

12 - CHAP



CHAP 1V

{% HE laft accufation brought againft

e T g free and accepted mafons, which I

fhall take any notice of, is, that they

make ufe of byerogliphic figures, pa-
rabolical and [ymbolical cufioms and ceremonies,
fecret words and figns, with different degrees of
probation peculiar to themfelves: thefe are alfo
cenfured.

What evil thefe refined cafuifts .can pomt out
in fuch proceedings, is not eafy to imagine. But
I think it no wery difficult undertaking to

Jufify them againft any objection.

Itis well known that fach cuftoms and cere-
monies, are as ancient as the firft ages of the
world, the philofophers of which prattifed the
method of inculcating their fublime truths and
important points of knowledge by allegory and
mythology, the better to fecure them from defcend-

ing
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ing into the familiar reach of every inattentive
and unprepared novice, from whom they might

" . not meet with the veneration they deferved, and

therefore become too familiar, and contemptible 5
for which reafon they were accuftomed to pro-
ceed with the utmoft care and prudence. And
OriceN tells us, (Origen Contra Celfum) “ The
Egyptian philofophers had fublime notions which
they kept fecret, and never difcovered to the
people, but under the vail of fables and allegoriess
~ alfo other eaftern nations concealed fecres myfieries
under their religious ceremonies, a cuftom gl
retained by many of them.

An interpretation therefore of thefe alkgme:,
&c. as they come under my notice, fhallbe at-
tended to; and will, 1 flatter myfel, exally

- fquare with the prefent purpofe.

Of all the fymbols appropriated to JUPITER, I
thall only mention the crown of rays, with the
petafus and caduceus, with which he is repre-
fented. The fir/t denotes the power of the fupreme
bemg ; the other, that power ought to be accom-
panied with prudence.

The cock was a fymbol peculiar to MERCURY,
as expreflive of that vigilance which was fo very
neceffary to him, deftined to execute many func-
tions ; as fometimes this emblem hath an ear of
corn in his bill, it may ferve to point out tg man,
that plenty and happinefs will be the confe-
quence of care and astention,

' _’I‘hc
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‘The ciub is the fymbol of Hercutes, and
denotes firength.

The various fymbols belonging to the god
defs Diana, were Oxen, Lyons, Griffins, Stags,
Sphyns's, Bees, Boughs, Rofes, &c. which fignify
in a myftical fenfe, the univerfe, with all its pro-
ductions.

The ftory of Minerva is entirely allegorical,
relating, that Juprter having devoured Me-
115, (1. "e. prudence) conceived MiNERVa,
and was deliveted of het. This fmbo! means
plainly that prudesce is wholly in Gop, and
that he produces her externally by the wonder-
ful works conftantly manifefted in his govern-
ment of the univerfe,

It will fiot be foreign to my fubje, to take
notice that citles, fivers, regions, and even the
various parts of the globe had their proper
- fymbols, which were fo many enfigns to diftinguifb
them. Cities wete fignified by women with
towers on their heads: The eaf is reprefented
by a woman mounted upon a carr, with four
- borfes, rifing as they go. The wef is fignified
+ lkewife by a woman in a carr drawn by rwo
borfes: 'The genius that precedes her, together
with the borfes falling down, by which the weyi,
or fun fetting is denoted.

" The fjmbol of Asia, was a woman with a ma
ral crown, holding an anchor, to denote that

" the way thither was to crofs the fea, AFRICA
- was
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was reprofented by a woman with an Elephans’s
trunk an her forchead. Thus wese the different
parts of the world reprefented under their re-
fpe&xve Jymbols and biesoghyphics.

*To improve properly on zbefe myftical writ-
ings, we muft bring them heme to ourfelve:,
by way of application.

Firft ina pbyfical fenfe ; for under the various
names of pagaen deities, are concealed the body
and fubftance of satural philefopby : Under alle-
gonies, the poets exprefs the wonderful works
of nature..

- Secondly in aa. atlnml fenfe ; the fcope or in-
tent of mytbelogifts, was nat fable but morality.
Their defign was. te inform the underftanding,
corre® the paffions, and guide the will. Exam-
ples are laid down to kindle in the mind a can-
did emulation, leading thro’ the femple of virn
tue to the temple of Homour. They fet off in
she fullett colours, the deauty of virtuy'and defon-
mity.of wice.

"Thirdly in a theelegical fenfe; for let a fkil-
ful hand modeftly draw afide the vail of poetry,
and he will plainly difcover the majeftic form of
divinity. 1 think itis an affertion of Tertullian
~ (who lived in an early age of cbriftianity) that
many of the poctical fitions had their original
from the ScripTures. And Praro is faid by
the beft authgrities, to have derived the fub-
Yimeft principles of his philofopby, from fome

writings
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writings of Mosts, which he had met with and
ftudied in the courfe of his. travels in Egypr*.
Doubtlefs as the ancients .before the inven-
tion of letters, exprefled their conceptions in
bieroghphicks, fo did the poets their a’z-vmtty, in
fables and parables. :

We alfo find, that even » when they fet up
Jeomes in order to compofe any memorial, there
was fomething expreflive either in the number,
of which the monument confifted, or in: their
fbape, or in the order and figure in which they
were difpofed ; of the firft kind were - the mo-
numents of mount Sinai; (Exod. Xxiv. ver. 4.) .
and .that at Gilgal, erefted by Josnua, upon’
the banks of Fordan; they confifted of twelue
ftones each, - becaufe the people of Ifrael, (for
whofe fake the altar was built, and the ftreams
of Jordan dividing themfelves, thereby opening
a miraculous paffage for the whole nation) were

_principally claffed into swefve tribes (Fofb. iv.
v. 8.) the fame number of ftones: and for the -
above reafon were fet up in the midft of'the place
‘where r.he ark had rcﬁed (ib. v. 9. ) ’

* Whenever itis afferted that the Pagan accounts of things
were borrowed from Revelation recorded in the hiftory of
Mojes, it muft not be underftood, that al/the fables and
fitions of the Heathens were borrowed from thence, but only
that the #rushs which appear amongft their fables and fitions
(when ftript of their myrbalogical difguife) were derived from
fome traditions they had of a Rewelation recorded in the

d hiftory.
Jae ﬁ" Likewife
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Likewife the famous * pillars before Soro-
MON’s femple, were not placed there for orna-
ment alone ; their fignification, ufe and myftical
: : meanings

" ® Asthereis a feeming contradiion in the accounts of
the beight of thefe pillars, it may not be amifs bere to re-
concile that matter. It is faid, be /et them up 1N the porch
of the temple, (1 Kings vil. 21.) and be made before the boufe
sawo pillars. And be reared up the pillars BEFORE the temple,
(2 Chron. aii. 15, 17. which expreflions taken together fuf-
ficiently feem to imply the pillars were before the temple in
its porch. But it is not quite {o eafy to affign the beight of
them. Tn one place it is faid of SorLomon, He caff twe
pillars of brafs, 18 cubits bigh each. (1 Kimgs, vii. v. 15.)
It another we read, be made two pillars of thirty and five ca-
bits bigh (2 Chrow. iii. v. 15.) This feemiog inconfif-
tency between the two facred hiftorians, may be eafily re-
conciled, but at the fame time it ferves to prove they did
not combine together, or were corre&ted or amended by
each other. ‘To reconcile this feeming inconfiftency, let
us only fuppofe the pedeffal or bafis of the columns to have
been 17 cubits high, this added to the 18 cubits (1 Kings
vii. v. 16, Fer. lii. v. 21.) for the fhaft, will together
make exa&ly 35 cubits, the number mentioned, (2 Chrox.
fii. v. 15.) laRly taking (1 Kings vii. v. 16.) five cubits,
being the height of the chapiter, we fhall have the true
height of the pillars, viz. 40 cubits. It is true, thatia
another place (2 Kings xxv. v. 17.) the height of the chapi.
ter is faid to have been 3 cadits; but here we apprehend
we have the dimenfions of the cbapirer ouly, firidtly fo
called (Coberath, in the Hebrew, or crowning,) which is
expreffed to have been three cubits, but then there is left
to be underflood, 1he avreathen awork on it rownd about, Wwhich
was fwo cubiti more, both which fums added, make that
of five, the number fet down before By the fame aathor.
~ K ’

\
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meanings are {o well known to the expers mafons,
that it would be both unneceffary, as it is
improper for me to affign them here; neither are
the reafons why they were made bollow known
to any but thofe who are acquainted with the
arcana of this fociety; tho’ that circumftance
{o often occurs in {cyipture.

Anp with refpet to asseMBLIES and EsTa-
BLISHMENT among men, #bey ever had figns and
words, [ymbolical cuffoms and ceremonies, different
degrees of probation, &c. &c. this manifeftly
appears from all hiftories both facred and
profane.

When the Ifraclites marched thro’ ‘the wilder-
nefs, we find that the twelve tribes had between

<

It is fuppofed that SoLomon had refpe& to the pillar of
the cloud, and_the pillar of ﬁre, which went before the
Iﬁadrm, and conduéted them in the wildernefs; and was
the token of the divine providence over them: and thus
Soromon fet them up before the temple, hoping and pray-
ing that the divine light, and the cloud of Gob’s glory,
would vouchfafe to enter in there, and that Gop and
his providence, would dwell amang them in this houfe,
The pillar on the right hand, reprefented the pillar of the
¢loud, and that qn the left, the pjllar of fire. The name
of the former fignifies, be aill eflabli, which intimates
Gon’s promife to eftablith the throne of Dawvid,and his peo=
ple Jfrael. The name of the Jatter fi gmﬁeo, berein is firength;
cither alluding to the djvine promife, in which was all
gheir ftrength and fettlement 3 or rather, to the ar, which
was within the temple, and called tbe Arength of the Lord,
(2 Cbhron, chap. vi. ver. 4:) '

thcm;

-« S
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them, foxr principal banners or ftandards : every
one of which had its particular motto : and each
-ftandard alfo had a diftin¢t figz defcribed upon it.
They encamped round about the tabernacle, and
on the eaft fide were three tribes under the ftand-
ard of  Fudab ; on the weft were three tribes un-
der the ftandard of Epbraim; on the fouth were
three tribes under the ftandard of Reuden ;- and.
on the north were three-tribes under the ftand-
ard of Dan 3 (Num. 2d.) and the fandard of Fu-
" dab was a lion, that of Epbraim an ox, that of
Reuben 2 man, and that of Dan an eagle.
‘Whence were framed the hieroglyphicks of Cbe-
rubims and Seraphims, to reprefent the people of
ISRAEL*™
The ancient prophets, when they would defcribe
things empbatically, did not only draw parables
from things which offered themfelves, as from the
rent of a garment, 1 Sam. xv. from the fabbatic
year, Ifa. xxxvii. from the veffelsof a potter, Fer.
xviii, &c. but alfowhen fuch fit objeéts were want- -
ing, they fupplied them by their own aions,
as by rending a garment, 1 Kings xi. by fhoot-
ing, 2 Kings xiii. by making bare their body,
Ifa. xx. by impofing fignificant names #o their

® A Cherubim had one body with four faces ; the faces of
a Lion, an Ox, a Man, and an Eagle, looking to the four
winds of heaven, without turning about, as in Ezekie/s’
vifion, Chap. X Qnd the four feraphims had the fame four
faces with _fosr bodxes, one face to each body.
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fons, lfa. viii. Hef. i. hiding a girdle in the bank:
of Kuphbrates, Fer. xiii. by breaking a potter’s
veflel, Fer. xix. by putting on fetters and yokes.
Jér. xxvii. by binding a book to a flone, and
calting them both into Eupbraies, Fer. li. by
befieging a- painted city, Ezek. iv. by dividing,
hair into three parts, £zek. v. by making a chain,
Ezek. viL by carrying out houfehold ftuff, like a

captive and trembling, Ezck. xii. &c. by which’
kind of types the propbets of old were accuftom-

&d to exprefs themfelves.

.- Thus having in an ample manner fet forth the
antiquity, meaning and propriety of the ufe of
Byeroglyphics, [ymbolse allegory, &c. from the ear-
lieft times, and among the wifeft and beft of men,
and if fuch cuftoms have been retained by this.
enciewt: and venerable inpitution, {trange indeed,
and deftitute of reafon and juftice muft they
appear;, who fhould make the leaft objection tor
fuch proceedings; fuch msifaken cenfurers fhould
be left to. the enjoyment of their own igmorance,
wmalevolence and detrafion.

. ‘The book-of Fudges informs us, that the Gi-
keadites, made wufe of an expreflive and diftin-

guithing mark, when purfued over the river For- -

dan by the Epbraimites.

The effencs among the Fews, (afort of Pytha~
goreans) alfo converfed one with another, by
Sfigns and words, which they received on their’
admiffion, and which were preferved with care
and reverence, - as the great. charactenitic . of
that fect. o The
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- The * Greeks likewife had a particular me4
thod, which before an engagement, was adopted.
by the general and officers, and by them com~
municated, to the whole army, as a mark
of diftinttion to know friends from ~ememies.
It commonly contained fome good omem, or
the name of fome deity worthipped by their counn
try; or fome bero from whom they expeéted
fuccefs in their enterprizes. And it is judicioufly

" remarked by LaerTius, that as generals ufe

watch-werds in order to difcover their own fol-
diers from an enemy, (pratifed in all armieg
and garrifons at this day.) So it is neceffary to
eommunicate to the members of a fociety .cer;
tain diftinions whereby they may difcover
Jrangers from individuals of their ows /2.
And is it not within the reach of every one’s

" obfervation, that there is a meaning in many 4&s

and geftures; and that nature has endowed man-
kind with particular motions to cxpreﬁz the va-
rious intentions of the mind. 'We 3ll. under-
ftand- 1 weeping, laughing, fbrugs, frowns, &c. as
forming a fpecies of univer/al language. Applica-
tions are many times made, and a kind of dia-

* Bat their indiferetion in 100 frequently queftioning
one another, without proper caution, oft-caufed great con-
fufion among themfelves, and difcovered the word arlaft to
their enemies.

1 Tears have the wenoht of a voice., Qvib,

. : ' logue
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logue maintained only by the cafts of the ée
and motions of the adjacent mufcles; and we
read even of fees that fpeakt ; of a philofopher,
who anfwered an argument only by getting up
and walking|.

Bending the knees, in adoration of the deity, is
one of the moft ancient cuftoms among men.
Bowing, or profirating the body, is a mark of

humiliation, Even joining right hands, is a .

pledge of fidelity ; for Valerius Maximus tells us,
that the ancients had a moral deity, whom they

called Fipes, a goddefs of bonefly ot fidelity,

and adds, when they promifed any thing of old,
they gave their band upon it, (as we do now)
and therefore fhe is reprefented as giving her
band, and fometimes as only fwo bands con-
joined. Chartarius more fully defcribes this,
by obferving, that the proper refidence of faith
or fidelity, was thought by the ancients to be in
the right hand. And thercfore this deity, he
informs us, was fometimes reprefented by two
right bands joined together; fometimes by two
little images thaking each other’s right band ; fo
that the right band was by them held facred,
and was fymbolically made ufe of in a folemn

t The ¢yes, the eye-brows, the forebead, in a word, the

, awhole countenance is a certain tacit fpeech of the mind. Cic.

+ He fpeaketh with his feete  (Prov. chap vi. ver. 13.)
| Sextus Empiricas

manner
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manner to denote fidekizy. And we read in the
book of Ruth, of particular cuftoms pratifed
among the Ifraelites, whenever they meant to
confirm any compaét they entered into.

With refpet to PROBATIONARY DEGREES, the
inftances that might be produced of the antiquity,
weceffity and general ufe of them, would fill alarge
volume; fuffice it here to mention the following,

The philofopbers inform us, that the Egyp-
tian king XopPER, commanded, that the fecres
of which he was pofiefled, fhould not be di-
vulged to any but thofe who were found f{kilful
in every ftep they advanced : alfo the great hea-
" then king XopuoLeT, ordered the grand fecret
, of which he was poffefled, to be revealed to none,

but to thofe who after thorough examination were
found to be worthy ; and inflicted difgrace and
fevere punifhments on thofe who fhould tranjl

grefs this law.
And if we examine the cuftoms of the :7e-w:,

we fhall fee that the Levites had the feveral de-
grees of initiation, confecration and minifiration.
And in their grand fanbedrim, they had alfo sbree
chief officers, the principal, vice principal, and
-the chacam, (i. €. wife man) the laft two were
called aﬂijfant councellors. 'Their pupils were di-
vided into #hres diftin& claffes, who according
to -their abilities were from time to time eleffed
to fill up the vacant offices in this great affem-
hly.
About the time of our Saviour’s NaTiviTy,
the eaftern fchools ufed a fet _fogm of dlfClph’:t[l‘(;l
e
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The fcholar was firft termed difoiple, in ref-
pe&t of his learning ; a jumior in refpe&t of his
minority ; Bachur (i. e. one chofen or elefied) in
refpect of his election, and co-aptation into the
number of difciples. And after he had proved
himfelf a proficient in their ftudies, and was
thought worthy of fome degree, by impofition
of hands, he was made a graduate.

At the eaft end of every fchool or fynagogue,
the Fews had a cheft called Aaron (or ark) in
which was locked up the pentatench in manuf-
cript, wrote on vellum, in fquare charatters,
which by exprefs command, was to be delivered
to fack only as were found to be wife among
them, (2 Efdr. c. xiv. v. 16.) This method of
proceeding was alfo obferyed at the building of
SoLoMON’s semple, when ‘swe know the crafife
men were not to be made maflers, until that
glorious edifice fhould be compleated, that fo
they might acquire competent fill, and be able
10 give AMPLE PROOF of their qualifications.” -
- Pytbagoras, who flourifhed above 500 years
before Cbrift, never permitted a2 pupil to fpeak
in his fchool, till he had undcrgone a probar;ax
of ffue years filence.

* The qﬂ'ﬂm‘ already mentioned, had the fol,
: lowmg

.* The effines were men of excellent moyals, eminem fo;-
their juftice, beyond either Grezés or Barbarians, as a virtug
that had been a long time their application and fudy. Fo-
&pbxu 1ib. 18, ¢. 12,

: 'Ths
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lowing cuftoms, when a perfon defired admis-
tance into their fociety. He was to pafs through
proper degrees of probation, before he could -
be a mafter of their myfteries; when he was
teceived into the clafs of movices, he was pre-
fented with a white garment, and when he had
been long enough to give fome competent proof
of his fecrecy and wirtue, he was admitted to
FURTHER knowledge, but ftill he went on with
' the trial of his integrity and good morals : and
at length, being found worthy in every refpe&,
was fully. admitted into their myferies; but be-
fore he was received as an eftablithed member,
* he was firft to bind himfelf by folemn obligations
and profeffions, to do juftice, to do no wrong,

*Tis remarkable, that of the rbree famous fefls among
the Fews in the days of our Lowrp, Pharifkes, Sadduces
and Efnes, we-find, tho the firft two avere cenfured by
bim, the Effenes were not,

It is further related of this /22, they avere above all others
Sril obfervers of the Jabbath day ; on it they wwonld drefi no meat,
light no fire, remove no weffels out of their places, &c. (Fofepbus,
de Bell. lib. 1. c. 7.) Nay more, they obferved every feventh
aweek & folemn pentacoft (Philo. de vita contemplat.) And if
Jews without any divine injungionin this particular, could /6
religioufly obferve the /adbath, how muft chriffians ftand con-
demned, who in flat difobedience to the command 'of an omsi-
potent Gop will not dewote fo much asone day in feven to honour
kim who gives thenvall things? -All free and accepted mafons,
well know how great a violation of ear principles every in-
ftance of fuch condut is. And every frue biother will be
careful not to offend herein. For By the fruit the tree is knowon.

0
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to keep faith with all men, ta embrace the truth,
to keep his hand clear from fraudulent dealings,
not to conceal from his fellow- profeﬁ'or, any of
the myferies, nor to communicate them to the
profane, though it fhould be to jave bis life;
to deliver nothing' but what he received, as well
as to endeavour to preferve the principles that
he profefled. Every member eat and drank at
one common table, and any brethren of the fame
fraternity, who came from places ever fo remote,
were fure to be received at their meetings.
(Pbilo. de Vit. contemplat. Jofeph. antiqu. . 8.c. 2.)
- Anddt may be further remarked of the Fews,
that in the feaft of the feventh month, the High
Prieft was not even permitted to read the law
to the people until he had ftudied it feven days,
viz. upon the fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth,
ninth, and tenth days, being attended by fome
of the priefts to hear him perform and to judge
of his qualification for that purpofe. Vide { Sir

Isaac NEWTON’s obfervations on the apam{ypj& of
St. Fobn.

; - The above proceeding is fo far from being
movel, that-it is practifed in our own nation even
at this day, in the learned focieties of every de-
nomination : For inftance, in accademical degrees
there are, datchelor, mafter,doctor, inthe church,
the feveral orders of deacon, prieft, and bifbop ;

+ Thefe fever days are alluded to, by the Lamb’s opening . ‘
the fiven feals fucceflively,
S R in
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in the municipal law, thofe of fudent, barrifter
and ferjeant 5 in the civil law and plyfick, frudent,
batchelor and doftor; in each of thef¢ the difci~
‘pleor fcholar undergoes proper examinations,
and muft, or at leaft ought, to be found well qua-
fified prior to his admiffion to a ﬁ4perzor rank.

And as Free-masonry isin like manner a
progreffive {cience, not to be perfectly attained but
by time, patience and application, how neceflary is
it, that teftimonies of proper qualifications fhould
be required for the refpettive degrees, before
the candidate can attain them ; both in tegard
to Jcience and morality; as the honoprof the inftitu-
tion thould always. be a principal objett in view
to every freec and accepted mafon, who ought
to be well inftructed in the feientifick knowledge,
and moral and focial virtues peculiar to an infe-
rior*, ¢’er he will be admitted to the more

p o v

* Wasa contrary praQice to be adopted in our gradations
in the craft, and fubjequent degrees thould be conferred with-
out taking due time to make proper trial of the adilitics,
proficiency and morality of the candidate ; no one acquainted

" with our coaflitution, would hefitate a moment to pronounce
Juck praltice an evident violation of its principles: and
fhould that ever prove to have been the cafe, it his hoped
thofe who erred therein, will inform themfelves of the great
imprapriety, of fuch proceedings; and think it a duty which
they owe to the fociety and to their own Homur, to dif
continue fach pradtice, or they will give caufe to fufpeét
that they with not to regulate their proceedmgs by the

true plan of ma/}ur) fublim
u c
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ﬁxhhme truths of the perfest and - well qualified
Mason.

The nature of my defign leads me in the next
lace to the confideration of the #ame which has
been adopted by our inflitution, from its firfk ef- -
tablifhment ; and to inform the unletter’d or in-
attentive brothcr, that this did #ot arife merely
from our fkill in architeéiure, ot the principles

of building, but fram a more cemprehenfive
acquaintance and knowledge of the fublimeft -
principles of pbilofepby and moral virtyes; which
hawever excellent they may be in the opinion of
the learned and judicious part of mankind,
cannot be indifcriminately revealed to every one;
left, inftead of that refpet which they require,
~ for want of right underftanding and a found
mind, they might not produce their juft and ne-
ceffary confequences ; as even the puref morality
and wifef fyftems, have been too often ridiculed
«by the folly or perverfenefs of weak or wicked
men.

Therefore the name of mafon is not to be
confidered in the contrafted implication of 3
builder of habitations, &c. But figuratively*
purfuant to the method of the ancient fociety
on which this infitution is tounded ; and
taken in this fenfe, a mafon is one who by

*® The apsftles alfo frequently made ufe of zbis Term ia
the like fenfe, AQs xx, vers 32. Ephef. ji. ver. 22.

* gradual
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gradual advances in the fublime #ruths. and
wvarious arts and fciences which the principles
and precepts of free-mafonry tend to inculcate
and eftablifh, is raifed by regular courfes to fuch
a degree of perfection as to be replete with
happinefs himfelf, and extenfively beneficial to
others. .

As to the appendage free, that evidently
owed its rife to the praétice of the an¢ienss, who
never fuffered the /iberal arts and [ciences to be
taught to any but the free-born. ,

I now prefume [ have fufficiently expofed and
everted 4// the foregoing allegations. And
having alfo traced back to earlieft ‘ages, the
#fe .and meaning of [fymbols and bierogh-
phics, and likewife fully demonftrated the
original intention and ufe of allegorical figures
and ceremonies, and the reafonablenefs and
neceflity of progreffive degrees in the purfuit of
every art and {cience, no unprejudiced perfon
will think it extraordinary that thofe cuftoms
and ceremonies eftablithed and ‘conne&ted with
our inftitution, have been moft facredly and in-
violably preferved and adhered to by #s to this
day. . But what fuch cuftoms and ceremonies
are, for what ends and purpofes #fzd, never can
be known except to true and lawful bretbren. .

Therefore, however anxious and reftlefs the
pufy and invidious may be, and whatever attempts
they may make to traduce our inftitytion and
proceedings, or difcover our myfteries, all their.

' ’ endeavours
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.endeavours will prove ineffetual. They will
ftill find that the only means to attain to the
knowledge of our myfteries, are abilities, in-
 segrity, firmnefs, and a due and conftant perfe-
verance in the great duties of moral and focial
-life, in principles of religion and wvirtue, and
whatever is commendable and praife-worthy.
"Tuesk are the fteps, and #bis the clue, that will
lead and direét the praétifers of fuch excellencies
to the heights of free-mafonry, and while they
adhere to them, will effe¢tuallyfecure them fayour
and efteem from every able and faithful brother,
and the warmeft approbation and fatisfaction
from their own hearts. ‘

APPENDIX
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X)gAVING thewn at what period and
Jatedy! hat plam, FREE-MASONRY fir,
X K5z on what pian, A
}{X xx)( became a regular inflitution ; 1 refer
B4 XA my readers to our book of excellent
conftitutions (which no lodge ought to be with-
out) for a particular account of its progrefs in
the variqus parts of the globe ever fince. But
as many may not have time and opportunity
to confult {0 ample a relation, I.fhall for the
benefit of fuch, take fome notice bere of the firft

cftablifhment of mafonry in this kingdom.

And notwithftanding the obfurity which inve-
lopes the hiftory of the early ages of our country,
various * circumftances contribute to prove that

‘;:g%

£

N,

- ® The remains of ancient archite&ure of much earlier
date than the Romans, the ufages and cuftoms of the Druid’s,
fo exa8ly agreeable to the ufages of this infisution, wluch
pmbabiy they gathered from the Magiass, &c. fr

'c¢-
. ,
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fret-mafonry Was. introduced in Britain by ‘the
Jrf inhabitahts, and though many ancient re-
cords of this inftitution were either loft or de-
ftroyed in the wars of the Saxons and Denes, yet:
we are ftill poflfeffed of one, which teftifies that
fo far back as the réign of king ATHELSTONE,
this fraternity were reftored to, and cenfirmed
in their ancient rights and priviléges by a new
charter or royal grant of that king, which is re-
corded in the old conftitution, and relates that,
« King ATHELSTONE, the grandfon of ALFRED
the great, a mighty architeét, the firft anointed
king of England, and who tranflated the Holy
Bible into -the Saxon tongue, when he had
brought: the land into reft and peace, built many
great works, and encouraged many mafons
from France, who were appointed overfeers
thereof, and ‘brought with them the charges and
regulations of the lodges, preferved firice the
‘Roman times, who alfo prevailed with the king
to improve - the conftitution of the Englifh
lodges, according to the foreign model, and to
encreafe the wages of working mafons. That the
faid king’s brother, - prince Edwin, being taught
mafonry and taking upon him the charges of a
mafter-mafon, for the love he had -to the faid
craft, and the honourable principles whereon it
is founded, purchafed a free charter of his father
for the mafons to have a correction among them-
felves, (as it was anciently exprefled,) or a free-
dom and .power to regulate themfelves, to

amend
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amend what might happen amifs within the-
craft, and to hold a yearly communication, and
general affembly.

That accordingly prince Edwin, fummoned
all the mafors in the realm, to meet him in a
congregation at 2vrk, in Funre, A. D. 926. who'
¢ame and compofed a general or grand lodge, of
which he was Grand Mafter: And having
brought with them all the old writings and re-
cords of the craft extant, fome in Greek, fome
in Latin, fome in French, and other languages,
from the contents thereof, that affembly framed
the confitutions and charges of an Englifb lodge,

-made a law to preferve and obferve the fame in
all time coming, and ordained good pay for the
working mafons.”

And the craft was greatly encouraged by the
Saxon and Danifb monarchs, and other eminent
and wealthy perfonages in fucceeding ages ; and
wholefome /aws and regulations were occafionally
‘made and eftablithed to promote and render per-
manent the profperity, honour and harmony of
the fraternity. For it is alfo recorded, that in
the glorious reign of king Edwerd the third,
who became the patron of ars and fuences, the
<harges and regulations of mafons were, * revifed
and meliorated, and feveral new regulations
were ordained ;” from which time to the reign of
king Henry the fixth, mafonry continued in a
flourithing ftate, Jodges and communications
.being “more frequently held than ever, and tran-

quility,
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quility, joy 'and felicity, univerfally abounded
amongft them.

ThlS happy fituation of the fociety proved a
fufficient incitement with the commons of that
day tq-attempr its overthyow, by a general fup-
preflion of their kdges and communications s
apg taking advantage of the king’s minority, in

" the.third year of his reign, and the fourtb of his
age, an a&t was paficd to prohibit, their con-
federaring in chapters or. congregations, But the

- prudent and upright deportment of the brother- -
Mood, and the excellence of their principles; pres
cepts, and regulations, had gained them fuch
wniverfal efteem, and good-will, that this fevere
edit, the effe@ of envy and malevolence in this
arbitrar)? fet of men, was never once executed,
or did it in the leaft intimidate the mafons from
hodding their aflemblies, .or caufe them to take

- any fteps to get it repealed; confcious of their
awn integrity, they dreaded not its force ; on the
contrary, we find, that in the minority of the
fame king, a very refpetable lodge was held
at Canterbury, .and that a coat of arms, much
the fame with that of the London company of
freemen-mafons, was ufed by them ; whence it
is natural to conceive, that thefaid company is
defcended of the aucient fratermity; and that
in former times, no man was made free of that
«ompany, until he was ipitiated in fome lodge -
of free and accepted mafons, as a necaflary quali-

: ﬁcanon.
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fication®.. And it not eonly appears, that before
the troubles which happened in the reign of- this
unfortunate ' prince, free-mafons were univerfally
efteemed, buteven king Henry himfelf was made
a mafon in the year 1442, and many Lords.and
gentlemen of the court, after- his example, fo-
licited and obtained admiffion into the fraternity.
And by what follews, we find how very intent
this prince was to acquire fome knowledge of the
fundamental principles, hiftory and traditions
of the Royal Art, even before he was mmated and
from whence may alfo, be gathered many of
the original principles of the ancient foaety,
* on which the inftitusion of free-mafonry was in-
grafted

No doubt but every reader will feel fome fa-
tlsfaé’tlon in_looking over this antique relation,
though none meore fo than the trus and fasthful
brotbet, ‘in obferving - the glitmering conjetures
- of an umenlightened perfon, upon the funda-
mental principles, hiftory and traditions of the.
royal art, though a philofopher of as great
merit and penetration as this nation ever pro-
duced.

. This is the ¢onftant pra&tice at this day amongft tic g

offratmc may/ins it our fifter kmgdom, Scotlmtd

Ma - Aletter
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}{Ie.tter from the learned My. Fobn Lacke, to the
- right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an
old manufeript on the fubjeft of Sree-mafonry.

. My Lord, 6tb May, 1696.

I Have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins
& procured a copy of that M. S. in the Bodleian
library, which you were fo curious to fee : and,
in obedience to your Lordfhip’s commands, I
herewith fend it to you. Moft of the notes
annexed to it, are what I made yefterday for the
reading of my lady Matham, who is become fa
fond of mafonry, as to fay, that fhe now more.
than ever withes herfelf a man, that fhe mighe
be capable of admiffion into the fraternity.
The M. S. of which this is a copy, appéars
to be about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordfhip
will obferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one’
yet more ancient by about roe years: for the
original is faid to have been the hand-writing of
‘K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it is at
prefent an uncertainty ; but it feems to me to
be an examination (taken perhaps before the
king) of fome orie of the brotherhood of mafons;
among whom he entred himfelf, as it is faid,
when he came out of his minority, and thence-
_forch put a ftop to a perfecution that had been
raifed againft them : But I muft not detain your
lordthip longer by my preface from the thing
jelf, o
Certayne
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Certayne 'qudiyow, with awnfweres to the [ame,
concerming the myfiery of maconrye ; writtene
by the bande of kynge Henrye the fixthe of the
name, and faithfullye copyed by me (1) Foban
Leylande antiquarius, by the commaunde qf bis
(2) bighneffe.

- They be as followeth,

RQueft. HAT mote ytt be? (3)

Anfw. Ytt beeth the fkylle of
nature, the underftondynge of the myghte that
ys hereynne, and its fondrye werckynges ; fon-

-derlyche, the fkylle of reftenyngs, of waightes
~and metynges, and the treu manere of facon-

nynge al thynges for mannes ufe, headlye, dwel~
lynges, and buyldynges of alle kindes, and al
odher thynges that make gudde to manne.

(1) Jobn Leland was appointed by Henry VIIL. at the
diffolution of monafteries, to fearch for, and fave fuch

.books and records as were valuable among them. He was

2 man of great labour and induftry.

(2) His bighnefs, meaning the faid king Henry VIIL
Our kings had not then the title of majefty.

(3) What mote ytt be ? That is, what may this myftery
of mafonry be? The anfwer imports, that it confifts in

,patural, mathematical and mechanical knowledge. Some

part of which (as appears by what follows) the mafons
pretend to have taught the reft of mankind, and fome part

Quek.

. .
Bt . B i N e B - M‘q
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~ Quef. Where dyd ytt begyne ?

Anfw. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrfle

menne yh the efte, whych were before the (5)
fiyrfte manne of the weft, and comynge weftlye,
yte hathe brought herwyth alle comfortes to the
‘wylde and comfortlefie.

Queft. Who dyd brynge ytt wefllye ¥

Anfw. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate
merchandes, comed fyrft firomme the efte ynn
~ Venetia, for the commodytye of marchaundy-
fynge beith efte and wefte, bey the redde and
myddlelonde fees.

Rueft. Howe comede ytt yn Engelondé 7

(4) (5) Fyrfle menne 9n the Efte, &c. It fhould feem by
this that mmafons believe therc were men in the eaft before
Addm, who is cilled the fFyrfte manne of the weft; and
that arts, and fciences began in the eaft, Some authors
of great note for learning have been of the fame opinion 3
and it is certain that Europe and Africa (which in refpe®
to Afia, may be called weftern countries) were wild and

{avage, long after afts and politénefs of manners werein

great perfection in China, and tie Indies.

(6) The Ventians, &c. In thé time of monkifht ignorance
itis no wonder that the Phenicians fhould be mriftaken for
the Venetians, Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken
one for the other, fimilitude of found might deceive the
clerk who firft took down the examination. ‘The Pheni-
clans wefe the greateft voyagers among' the anciénts, and
wer€ in Barope thought to be the inventors of letters, which

.pérhaps they brought from the eaft with other ares. <

d»/.w! ’
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. Anfw. Peter Gower (7) a Greclan, journeyedde
Hor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and yn
everychelonde whereas the Venetianshadde plaun-
- tedde maconrye, and wypnynge entraunce yn ak
lodges of macapnes, he lerned muche, and re-
tournedde, and woped yn Grecia magna (8)

Lana

(7) Peter Gower. This muft be another miftake of the
wijtor,” I was puzrled at firft to guefs who Peter Gower
thaujd be, the mame ‘being perfeétly Boglilhs or how 3
Grack fhovld come by fuch a name: But as foon as §
ﬂ\ought of Pythagoras, ‘I cpuld fcarce fogbear fmxlmg, to
find that philofopher had undergone a metempfycofis, he
siever dreamt of. We need only confider the Frepch pro-
maunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Petagore, ta
conceive how eafily fuch a miftake might be made by an
unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge
into Egypt, &c.is known to all the learned; and that he
was initated into feveral different orders of priefts, who in
thofe days kept all their learning fecret from the vulgar, is
as-well known. Pythagoras ao, made every geometrical
theorem a fecret, and admitted only fuch to the knowledge
of them, as had firft undergone 2 five years filence. He
s fuppofed to be the inventor of the XLVIL. propofition of
the firft boek of Eeelid, for which, in the j joy of his heart,
itis faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew the true
fyftem of the world, lately revived by Copernicus; andwas
certainly a moft wonderful man, See his life by Dion Hall.

(8): Grecia Magna, a part of Italy formerly fo called,
in which the Greeks had fettled a large colony.

wachfynge,
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wachfynge, and becommynge a myghtye (9)
wyfeacre, and greatelyche renowned, and her he
framed a grate lodge at Groton (10) and maked
many maconnes, fome whereoffe dyd jeurneye yn
Fraunce, and maked many maconnes, where-
fromme, yn procefle of tyme, the arte paffed yn
Engelonde.

Queft. Dothe maconnes defcoucr here artes
unto odhers ?

Anfw. Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde tor
lernne, was ffyrfte (11) made, and anonne tech-
edde ; evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyn recht.
Nathelefs (12) maconnes hauethe always yn eve-

toy

A

L

(9) Wyiacre. ‘This word at prefent fignifies fimpleton,
but formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Weifager in
the old Saxon, is philofopher, wifeman or wizard, and hav-
ing been freqnently ufed ironically, at length came to have
a dire@ meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus, Duns Scotus,
a man famed for the fubtility and acutenefs of his undere
flanding, has by the fame method of irony, given a genera.l
name to modern dunces.

(10) Groten. Groton is the name ofa placein Enghnd.
The place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magus,
which in the time of Pythagoras was very populous. .

(11) Fyrfie made. ‘The wotd made I fuppofe has a parti- '

cular meaning among the mafons; perhaps it fignifies,

initiated.
(12) Maconnes baueth amny:am'de, &c. This paragraph

bath fomething remarkable init. It contains a juftification
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to mannkynde foche of her fecrettes as general-
lyche myghte be ufefulle; they haueth keped
backe foche allein as fhulde be harmefulle yff
they comed yn euylle haundes, oder foche as ne
myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges to
be joinedde herwythe in the lodge, oder foche as
do bynde the freres more ftrongelyche togeder,
bey the proffytte and commodytye comyng to
the confrerie herfromme,
Quep. Whatte artes haueth thé maconnes
techedde mankynde ?
 Anfw. The artes (13) agricultura, archite@ura
‘aftronomia, geometriz, numeres, mufica, poefe,
kymiftry, governmente, and relygyonne.
Quep. Howe commethe maconnes more tea-
chers than odher menne ;
" Anfw. The hemfelfe haueth allein in (14) arte
‘ of

bbb et oo d- -

" of the fearecy fo much boafted of by mafons, and fo muth
blamed by others ; afferting that they have in all ages difs
eovered fuch things as might be ufefol, and that they ¢on-

. ceal fuek ouly as would be hyrtful either to die world or
themfelves. What thefe fecrets are, we. fee afterwards, -

(1) The dvs, agricslisre, &c. -1t feems a bold pretence
this of the misfons, that tey have taught maskind all thefe -
arts, ‘They Have their own aedhorivy for ity and I know

- ttot how we fhall difprove them. - But what appears moft

. 0dd, is, that they reécken religion among the arts.

(14) Arte of [Fyndiog nene ariése 'The art of ioventing args,

" imaft cortainly be » moft ofefsl ait, My lord Bacon's No-

vum Orgdoum is a8 asteospt towkrds fomething of the fame

: N kind.
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of fynding neue artes, whyche arte the fiyrfte
maconnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche
they fyndethe whatte artes hem plefetlie, and the
treu way of techynge the fame. Whatt odher
mennedoethe ffynde out, ys onelythe bef chaunce
and therfore but lytel I tro.

- Queft. Whatt dothe the maconnes concele and
hyde?

Anfw. They concelethe the art of fiyndynge
neue artrs, and thattys for her own proftytte, and
(15) preife: They concelethe the art of kepynge
(16) fecrettes, thatt foe the worlde mayeth no-
thinge concele from them. They concelethe the

art of wunderwerckynge, and of forefayinge
thynges to come, thatt fo thay fame artes
may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an
euyell

kind. Bat I much doubt, that if ever the mafons had it,
they have now loft it ; fince fo few new arts have been late-
1y invented, and fo many are wanted. The idea I Rave of
fuch an artis, thatit muft be fomething proper to be ap-
plied in all the {ciences, generally, as algebra is in num-
bers, by the help of which, new rules of arithmetic are,
and may be found. '

(15) Preife. 1t feems the mafons have great regard to the
reputation as well as the profit of their order; fince they
make it one reafon for not divalging-an art in common, that
it may do honour to the profleflors of it. I think in this
particular they fhew too much regard for thelr own fociety,
and too little for the reft of mankind.

(16) Aree of keepynge Jecrettes. Whatkind of an art this is,
# can by no means imagine, But cersginly fuch an art the

. . mafons
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cuyell ende; they alfo concelethe the (1) arte
of chaunges, the wey of wynnynge the facultye
(18) of Abrac, the fkylle of becommynge gude
and perfyghte wythouten the holpynges of fere,
and ‘hope; and the univerfelle (19) longage of
maconnes, :

mafons muk have: For though, as fome people fuppofe,’
they fhould have no fécret at all, even that muft be a fecret
which being difcovered would expofe them to the higheft ri-
dicale: and therefore it requires the utmoft caution to con-
ceal it,

" (¥7) Arie of chaunges. -1 know not what this means, un.
lefs it be the tranfmutation of metals.

(18) Facultye of Abrac. Here I am utterly in the dark.

(19) Univverfelle lomgage of maconnes. An univerfal language
has been much defired by the learned of many ages, Itisa
thing rather to be withed than hoped for. But it feems the
mafons pretend to have fuch a thing among them. Ifjt be
true, I guefs it muft be fomething like the langage of the
Pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are faid to
be able, by figns only, to exprefs and deliver any oration
intellipibly to men of all nations and languages. A man
who has all thefe arts and advantages, is certainly in a cons
dition to be envied: But we are told, that this js not the
cafe with all mafons ; for though thefearts are among them,
and all have a right and opportunity to know them, yet
fome want capacity, and others induftry to acquire them,
However, of all their arts and fecrets, that which I defire
moft to know is, The Ryle of becommynge gude and perfighte;;
and [ with it were communicated to &l mankind, fince there
is nothing more true than the beautiful fentence contained in
the laft anfwer, ¢ The better men are, the more they love
one another.” Virtue having in itfelf fomething fo amiable
a3 to charm the hearts of all that hekold it,

. Na Quelt,
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" Queft. Wylle he teche me thay fame artes ?

Anfw. Ye fhalle be techedde yff ye be warthye, -
and able to lerne.

Queft. Dothe all macannes kunnc more then
odher menne ?

Anfw. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth- rccht
and occafyonne more then odher menne to kunne,
but manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye
more doth want induftrye, thatt ys pernecefiz arye-.
- for the gaynyncre all kunnynge.

" Queft. Are maconnes gudder men then odhers? -

Anfw. Some maconnes are not fo. vertuous as’
fome other menne; but yn the mofte parte, thay-
be more gude than they woulde be yf thay war
not maconnes.

Quef. Doth maconnes love reidther odher
myghtylye as beeth fayde?

Anfw. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odher-
wife be : For gude menne ‘and treu, kennynge
eidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the
more as thay be more gude.

Here exdethe the queflyonnes, and awnfwers.

I know not what effect the fight of this old-
paper may have upon your lordfhip; but for
my own part I cannot deny, that it has fo much,
raifed my curiofity, as to induce me to enter my-
{elf into the fraternity, which I am determined
to do (if I may be admitted) the next time I go
- to London, and that will be fhortly. I am,

My Lord,

 Your Lordfbip’s moft obedient,

And moft bumble fervant,
Joun LockEe.
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A Gloﬁ'ary to explam the old words in the fore-
o going manulcript,

ALLEIN only
Alweys, always
Beithe, both, v
Commodytye, conve-

niency
Confrerie, fratermty
Faconnynge, forming
Fore faymge, prophc-
cying.
Freres, brethren
Headlye, chiefly
Hem plefethe, they

pleafe

Hemfelfe, themfelves

" Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
Herwyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne, know
Kunnynge, knowledge

Make gudde, are bene-

‘Fcial
Metynges, meafures
Mote, may = -

Myddlelonde, Mediter-
ranean

Mygbte, power

Occafyonne,  opportu--

* nity

Oder, or

Ouelyche, only - ~

Perneceffarye, abfolutely
neceffary

Preife, honour

Recht, right,

* Reckenyngs, numbers

Sonderlyche, particulatly
Skylle, knowledge

Wackfynge, growing

Werck, operation
Wey, way
Whereas, where
Woned, dwelt
Wunderwerckynge,
working miracles

Wylde, favage

Wynnynge, gaining
2nn, into
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‘It would be next to an 1mpomb1hty to enu-
merate all the Royal, Noble, and Eminent perfon-
ages, who have thought it no diminutidn of their
dlgnmcs to protect and patronize the ¢raft, and
to prefide as GRaAND MasTERs over the fraternity
in different parts of the globe. However, the
fallowing cataloguc of thofe who have fat in So-
LomoN's chair in zbis kingdom®, together with
their pEpuTIES and provincial GRAND MASTERS
for near o years paft, may not be unacceptable
to the reader, and at the fame time muft put to
filence and fhame any who look upon free-mafon-
ry, as 4 trifling inftitution.

1721, Jobn Montague, duke of Montague,
grand matfter.
John Beal, doctor of phyﬁc, deputy. grand
mafter. .
1722. Philip Wharion, duke of Wharton,
grand mafter
J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. and F. R. S,
deputy grand mafter.
1723. F. Scott, E. of Dalkieth, late duke of
Buccléugh, grand matfter.
J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L.D. and F. R S.
deputy grand mafter.
1724. C. Lenox, duke of Rlchmond Lenox,
and Aubigny, grand mafter,

* For the Grand Magers in Scorland, Vide. farther on.
: Martin

1
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. 'Martin Folkes, Efq; deputy grand mafter.

1725. F. Hamilton, Lord Paifley, now E, of
Abercorn, graiid mafter. ’

'J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. andF RS.
* deputy grand matter.

1726. William Obrian, earl of Inchxqum,'
grand mafter. - -~ -

William Cowper, Efq, deputy grand mafter.

172%. Henry Hare, lord Coleraine, grand
mafter. :
Alexander Chocke, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
, 1728, 7ame: ng, Lord ngﬁ:on, grand
X mafter.
~ Nathaniel Blackcrby, Efg; deputy grand
matter. »

1729-30. T boma: Howard duke of Norfolk,
grand mafter.

Nathaniel Blackerby, Efgq; deputy grand
mafter.,

1731. T. Cooke, Ld. Lovel, afterwards E. of
Leicefter, grand mafter.

‘Fhomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matter.

1732. Antbony Brown, lord Vifc. Montacute,
grand mafter.

Thomas Batfon, Efq; dcputy grand mafter.

1733. Fames Lyon, earl of Strathmore, grand
‘mafter.

Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matfter.

1734. Fobn Lindfay, E. of Crawfoxd pri-
mier earl of Scotland, grand mafter.

Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. deputy grand mafter.

1735



(96 ) ‘

1745.  Thomas Thymne, Ld. Vifc, Weymouth, -
grand mater. ‘

- John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
. 1936 Fobn Campbell, eal of Loudoun, grand -
matfter,

. John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter.

173%. Edward Bligh, earl of Damley, grand
mai’a:r .

John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter. -

1738. H. Bridges, marq. of Carnarvon, now
D. of Chandos, grand mafter.

John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter,

_ 1739. Robert Raymond, lord Raymond grand
mafter. -

William Greme, Dr. of phyﬁck deputy
grand mafter.

1740. Fobn Keith, earl of Kintore, grand mafter,
. William Greme, Dr. of phyfic, deputy grand
matfter.

1741-2. 5. Douglaft, E. of Morton, Kt. of
the thiftle, grand maftet.

Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R 8. deputy
grand mafter. ‘

1743-4. Jobn Ward now lord focoum
Dudley and Ward, grand mafter. ‘
~ Sir Robert Lawley, Bart, députy grand mafter.

1745-6." Themas Lyon, cail of Strathmere,
grand -mafter.

William Vaughan, Efq, deputy grand mafter.

1747-8. Fames Cranftoun, lord Cranftoun,

‘grand matter.
: Edward
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Edward Hody, Dr. of phyfic, and F. R. S,
deputy grand mafter. _ :

1749-50-1. William Byron, lord Byron, grand
mafter.
~ Fotherley Baker, Efqy deputy grand matfter. .

1752. Jobn Proby, lord Carysfort, grand
mafter.

. Thomas Manningham, Dr. of phyfic, deputy
grand mafter.

1754. Fames Brzdges, marq. of Camarvon,
fon and heir to Henry Duke of Chandos, for-
merly grand mafter,  grand mafter.,

Thomas Manningham, Dr. of phyfic, deputy '
grand mafter.

1757. Shalto Charles Dauglaj:, lord Aberdour,
now earl of Morton, grand mafter.

Mr. John Revis, deputy grand mafter.

1762. Wafbington Shirley, earl Ferrers, grand
mafter.

Mr. John Rev;s, deputy grand mafter.
1764. Cadwallader, lord Blaney, grand mafter,
Col. John Salter, deputy grand matter.

1767, - Henry Somérfet, Duke of Bcaufort, .
grand mafter. .

The Honourable Charles Dlllon, Efg; de-
pury grand matfter,

o DEPU.

Bayerische
Staatsoibitothek
Minchen
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DEPUTATIONS for PrOVINCIAL GRAND‘-
MasTERS were granted

In 1726, by Lord Paifley, grand mafter,
To Sir Edward Manfell, Baronet, forSouth Wales.
Hugh Warkurton, Efquire, for North Wales.
In 1728, by Lord Kingflen, grand mafter.
To Geerge Pomfret, Efquire, for Bengal, in the
Eaft-Indies.

1729, by the Duke of Nosfobk, grand ma&er.

To Captain Ralpb Farwinter, for the Eaft-Indies.

Monfieur Thuanus, for the circle of Lower
Saxony. .

Mr. Daniel Cox, for New Jerfey, in America.

. In 1731, by Lord Lovell, late Earl of Lem;[-
: ter, grand mafter. |
To Captain Fobn Phillips, for all the Ruffias.
. Captain Fames Commerford, for ghe Province
of Andalufia, in Spain. v
Sir Edward Matthews for Shropﬁure.
. In1734, by the Earl of Crawfurd, grandmatter.
To Edward Entwizle, Efquire for Lancathire,
_ Jofeph Laycock, Efquire, for Durham.
Matthew Ridley, Efquire, for Northumbetland,
. In 1736, by the Earl of Loadoun, grand mafter.
To Robert Tomlinfon, Efquire, for New-England,
.~ Fobn Hammerton, Efquire, for South Carolina.
David Creighton, M. D. for Cape Coatt in

Africa.
“In
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In 1737, by the Eal of Darnley, grand mafter.
“To Fames Watfon, Efquire, for the Hland of
" Monderrat. .

George Hamilton, Efqun'e, for- the State of
" Geneva.

- Henry Wilkam Merfbalch, Efquire, Hercdrtary

- Marefchal of Thuringia, for Upper Saxony.

. William Douglas, Efquise, for the ‘Coaft of
Africa and Flands of America, where ne
particular deputation -had been granted.

Ricbard Riggs, Efquire, for New York.

In 1738, by the Marquis of Carnarvon, now
Dukeof ‘Chandois, grand ratker.

To William Horton, Efquire, for the Wei’c
- Riding of the County of York.

His Excellency Governor Matthew, for the
Leeward Hlands.

In 1739, by Lord Raymond, grand mafter.

“T'o the Marquis Des Aarches, for Savoy and
Piedmont.

In 1740, by the Earl of Kintore, grand mafter.
To his Excellency Fames Keith, for allthe Ruffias.

Mattbew Albert Lustman, Efguire, for Ham-
“burgh, .and the Circle of Lower Saxony.

Edward Rooke, Efquire, for the Weft Riding

- of the County of Yoik, in the room of
William Horron, Efq; deceafed.

Thomas Baxter, Efquire, his Majefty’s Attor-
ney-General, for the Ifland of Barbadoes, -
and of all the Iflands to the Windward
of Guardaloup. . 02 In
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In 1742, by Lord:Ward, now Vifcoant
Dudley, grand mafter.
To Mr. William Ratchdale, for the County of
Lancafter.
Ballard Beckford, George Hynde, and Alexander
Crawford, Efquires, for the Ifland of Jamaica.
Thomas Oxnard, Efquire, for North America.
In 1744, bythe Earlof Stratbmore, grand mafter.
'To Alured Popple, Efquire, for Bermudas,
In 1746, by Lard Cranfloun, grand mafter.
To Captain Commins, for Capc-Brecon and Louif-
burgh,
In 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, 1751, by Lord
Byron, grand mafter. :
To William Allen, Efquire, Recorder of Phxla—
delphia, for Penfilvania, in America.
Count Dennefkicld Laurwig, for Denmark and
Norway,
Lieutenant Colonel Fames Adolphus Oughton,
- for the 1fland of Minorca.
Francis (oelet, Efquire, for the Province of
New York. .
In1y52, 1753, by Lord Carysfort,grand mafter.
To William Pye, Efquire, far the County of
Cornwall,
Fames Montrifor, Efquire, for Gibraltar.
His Excellency Governar Tinker, for the Ba-
hama Iflands,
Sir Robert de Cornwall, Baronet, for the Coun-
ties of Worcefter, Gloucefter, Salop, Mon-
mouth, and Hercford George

\
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\ George Harrifon, Efquire, for the Province of

New York.
. Thomas Dorree, Efquire, for Gucrnfey, Jerfey,

Alderney, Sark, and Arme, in the Britith ;

Channel.

" In 1754, 1755, by the Marquis of Carnarvon,
grand mafter.

To Peter Leigh, Efquire, Chief Juftice of South
Carolina, for South Carolina.

" David Jones Gwynne, of Talliaries, Efquire,
for South Wajes, in the room of Sir Ed-
ward Manfell,

‘The Reverend and Honourable mee: Byam,

- D. D. for Antigua.

The Honourable” Roger Drate, Efquire, at
Bengal, for Eaft India.

- Seremiab Gridley, Efquire, for all North Ame.

rica, where no Provincial is appointed.

- William Maynard, Efquire, for Barbadoes,
and all other his Majefty’s Iflands to the
Windward of Guardaloup.

Edward Galliard, Efquire, for 8t. Euftatius,
Saba, and St. Martin, Dutch Carribbee

- Iflands in America.

. Jobn Head, Gent. Colle&tor of the Cuftoms at

. Scilly, for Scilly, and the adjacent Iflands.

 FobR Anthomy Hinuber, for all his Majefty’s

- Dominions in Germany, with a Power to
choofe Succeflors.

7olm Page, of Hawthorn, Efquire; for the
g County
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County Palatine of Chefler, and the Gity
and County of Chefter. -
I8 1758, 1759, 1760, by Lm'd Maar,
, grand mafter.
To William Farvis, Efquire, for Amngua
Edward Bacon, Efguire, for Norwich,-and the
" County of Norfolk.
Fames Bradford, Efquire, for the Baham
Iflands.
" Gokifried Jacob, Fenifch, M. D. for Htmbu(gh
" and Lower Saxony. .
Sobn Smith, Efg; for the Count:yof lanqaﬂcr
~ Grey Elliot, Elgs for Georgia.
" In 1761, 1762, by Lord Carysfort, grand
mafter.

To William Vaugbarz, Efq; for North Wales.
 Fobn Lewss, for Andalufia, and places adjacent.
Benjamin Smith, Efquire, for Carolina. '

Thomas Marvioss .Perkns, Efq-, for the Muf~
queta Shore.
In 1763, by Earl Ferrers, gtmd maﬁcr
To ‘Cting Smith, Efg; for Eaft India. .
Thomas Mawriom Perkins, BEiq; for Jamaica.
In 1764, 1765, by Lord Blamey, grand mafter.
To Captain jfobn Blewitt, for Eaft India, where -
10 other s appointed.
Dottor Dyonyfius Manseffe, for Armenia.
. ‘George Augafius, Baron of Ha&nmcﬂ&cm, for
> Weftphalia.

- Fames Tod, Elq; for Bonibay. .
) y Ernef
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Emgﬁ Scegmond de Leftwitz, for the Dykedom
of Brunfwick. ~

HBs Excellency Robert Melville, Eﬁ;mrc, for”
the Greater and Lefler Granadoes, St. Vin-
cent, Dominica, Tobago, &c.

Mliborne Weft, Efg; for Canada.

70591 Stone, Efquire, for Barbadoes.

SYobn George Henry Count de Wertben, for Up-
per Saxony.

In 1767, by his Grace Henry Duke of Beau-
«"  fort, grand mafter.
Fobn Swith, Efg; (member of parliament) for
". The henourable Beybe W alfingham, (member .
of parliament) for Kent. :
- F F. De Vignoles, for foreign lodges, whtm
no pravingial is appointed.
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An Account of the EsT ABLISHMENT of the
. PRESENT Grand Lodge of ScoTLAND,

R/NEA HE fraternity ‘of FrEE-masons in
BXA # Scotland always owned their king and
. olo fovereign as their grand-mafter: To
FSR\SX his authority they fubmitted all dif-
. putes that happened amongft the brethren. When '
not a mafon himfelf, he appointed one of the
brethren to prefide as his deputy at all their meet-
ings, and to regulate all matters concerning the
craft.  Accordingly we find James L. 1430,
*'that patron of learning, countenancing the lodges
with his prefence, ¢ as the royal grand-mafter;
< till he fettled an yearly revenue of four pounds
¢ Scots, to be paid by every mafter mafon in
¢ Scotland, to a grand ‘mafter chofen by the
¢ brethren, and approved of by the crown, one
“ nobly born, or an eminent clergyman, who
¢ had his deputies in cities and counties 3 and
¢ every new brother at entrance paid him alfo a
¢ fee. His office empowered him to regulate

n
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#¢ in the fraternity whag fhould not come under

« the cognizance of law-courts; to him appeal-

‘<« ed both mafon-and Jord, or the builder and
< founder when at variance, in order to prevent

«law-pleas ; and in his abfence they appealed to
s his deputy or grand-wardcns that refided
“ next to the premifes.”

1441. William St. Clair, earl of Orkney and
Caithnefs,  baron of Roflin, &¢. &. got a grant

~of this office from king James II. He counte-
-nanced the lodges with his prefence, propagated

the royal art, and built the chapel of Roflin,
that mafter-piece of Gothic -architeture. - Ma-

" fonry now began to fpread: its benign influence

through the country, and many noble-and ftate-
ly buildings were reared by the prince and no-
bles during the time of grand-mafter Roflin. By

- another deed of the faid king James II. this office

was made hereditary to the faid William St. Clair,

~and his heirs and fucceffors in the barony of

Roflin : in which noble family it has continued °

-without any interruption till of late years. The
. barons of Roflin have ever fince continued to
. prove the patrons of mafpnry, in countenancing
_ the lodges, determining in all matters of difference

amongﬁ the brethren, and fupporting with be-
coming dignity the charafter of grand-mafter
mafon over all Scotland. They held. their head

. court (or in mafon ftyle) affembled their grand

lodge at Kilwinning in the weft countty, where

it is prefumed mafons fieft began in Scotland to

P hold
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hold regular and ftated lodges: Nay, it is even
alledged, that in this * place the royal art firf
made its appearance, and the brethren, meet-
ing here with hofpitality and protection, formed
themfclves into a lodge ; and their peaceable be-
haviour, their * hofpitable and generous difpofi-
tions, recommending them to the notice of -the
country, they were foon affociated by the great
and wealthy from all parts. In procefs of time
- thecraft became more numerous, and lodges more
' frequent throughout the country ; the lodge of
Kilwinning, under authority of the noble grand-
- mafters, granting charters of ereftion and con-
ftitution to the brgthren to form themfelves into
- regular lodges, always under the proper provi-
“fions and reftritions, for their adhering to the
ftri¢ principles of true old mafonry, and pre-
' femng amongft themfelves that harmony and
union which ought, and always has fubfifted
amongft the fraternity. -

Such continued to be the ftate of mafonry,

" whilft the family of Roflin were in flourithing and

profperous circumftances: but thatonce opulent

~ and noble family, .through their too great gene-
" rofity, falling back in the world, the prefent re-

—e

& Thofe who mean any thing more by Kilwinning ma-

. fons, than that they are of the body of mafons, which f7#

formed themfelves into 2 regular inftitution at Kilwiwning,

. muft be miftaken. The grand lodge at Edinburgh always

toa& the !odge of Kikwinning as their motber lodge.
prefentam-c

) ~
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prefentative William Sinclair of Roflin, Efq;
(a real mafon, and a gentleman of the greateft
candour and benevolence, inheriting his prede-
ceflors virtues without their fortune) was obliged
to dlfponc the eftate; and, having no children
of his own, was loth that the office of grand
mg#er, now vefted in his perfon, fhould be-
come vacant at his death: more “efpecially, as
there was but fmall profpeét of the brethren of
this country receiving any countenancé or pro-
tetion from the crown (to whom the office na-
turally reverted, at the failure of the Roflin’ fa-
mily,) as in ancient days, our kings and pr.nccs
continually refiding in England.

~ Upon thefe confiderations, (October 15,1736.)
having affembled the brethren of the lodges in and
about Edmburgh grand-mafter St. Clair repre-
fented to them how beneficial it would be to the
caufe of mafonry in general to have a grand-maf-
ter, agentlemanornoblemanof their own country,
one of their own eletting, to patronize and pro-
tect the craft; and that, as hereditary grand-maf-
ter over all Scotland, he had called this meeting,
in order to condefcend on a proper plan for eleét-
ingof agrand-maffer; and that in order to pro-
mote fo laudable a defign, he propofed to refign
into the hands of the brethren, or whomfoever
~ they fhould be pleafed to ele, all right,

* claim, or title whatever, which he or his fuc-

‘ceflors have to reign as grand-mafter over the
‘mafons in Scotland 5 and recommended to the
' P2 ~ brethren,
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brethren, to look out for a mobleman or gentle-
man, one of the craft, fit to fucceed his noble
predeceffors, a man' qualified to patronize and
proteét the focicty, and fupport the chara&er of
grand-mafter with the honour and dignity be-
coming that high ftation ; and concluded with
recommending to them unanimity, harmony,
and Dbrotherly love, in all their proceedings
thereanent. \ ,

The brethren taking into confideration what
the grand-mafter had above reprefented, refolv-
ed upon proper rules and regulations, to be ob-
ferved in the ele@ion of a grand-mafter againft
St. Andrew’s day next; and that they might not
be faid to take any ftep without the countenance
and approbation of the more diftant lodges, they
ordered the following letter to be wrote to all the
lodges throughout Scotland, inviting them to
appear by themfelves or proxies, in order to cone
cur in promoting fo laudable-a fcheme.

BRETHR EN,

HE four lodges in and about Edmburorh
having taken to their. ferious conﬁdera-
“ tion, the great lofs that mafonry has fuftained
“ thro’ the want of a grand-mafter, authorized
¢ us to fignify to you, our good and worthy bre-
¢ thren, our hearty defire and firm intention,
“ to chufe a grand-mafter for Scotland; and in
¢ order the fame may be done with the greateft
“ harmony, we hereby igvite you (as we have
¢ done

(13
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« done all the other regular lodges known by
< us,) to concur in fuch a great and good work,
« whereby it is hoped mafonry may be reftored
« to its ancient luftre in this kingdom: And
« for effeGuating this laudable defign, we hum-
<« bly defire, that, betwixt and Martinmas day -
< next, you will be pleafed to give us a brotherly
« anfwer in relation to the elettion of a grand-
“ mafier, which we propofe to be on St. As-
% drew’s day, for the firft time, and ever there-
« after to be upon St. Fobn the Baptiff’s day, or
«as the grand lodge fhall appoint by the ma-
« jority of voices, which are to be collefted
« from the mafters and wardens of all the regu-
< lar Jodges then prefent, or by proxy to any -
¢« mafter-mafon or fellow-craft in any lodge in
« Scotland : And the eletion is to'be in Mary's
« Cbapel All that is hereby propofed s for
¢ the advancement and profperity of mafonry
«in its greateft and moft charitable perfection,
« We hope and expett a fuitable return; wherein
« if any lodge -are defetive, they have them-
« felves only to blame. We heartily with you
¢ all manner of fuccefs and profperity, and ever
*¢ are, with great refpect, your aﬁ'c&lonate and
“« lovmg brethren, &e.
(Mary’s Chapel. Nov. 30. 1736.)
Thisday being appointed for the eleftion of
a gmnd-mq/ier and other officers to compofe the
grand lodge of Scotland, the followmg lodge's
appeared by themfelves or prcrmcs viz.
Mary’s
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Mary’s Chapel, . Strathaven, - >,
Kilwinning, Hamilton, -
Canongate Kilwining,  Lanerk,
Kilwinning Scots arms, Dunfe,

Kilwinning Leith, ~  Kirkaldie, ,
Kilwinning Glafgow, Journeymen mafouns,
S - Edin. '
Cupar of Fife, - Kirkentulloch,
Linlithgow, ~ Biggar, '
Dumfermline, Sanquhar,
Dundee, Peebles,
Dalkieth, Glafgow St. Mungo S
- Aitchefan’s haven, Greenock,
© Selkirk, - Falkirk,
Invernefs, . Aberdeen, :
" Lafmahego, - Canongate and Leith,
St. Bride’s at Douglas, Leith and Canong.,
’ Montrofc

" When the lodge was duly met, and the rolls
ealledover, there was produced the following re-
 fignation of the office of grand-mafter, by William
St. Clair of Roflin, Efg; in favour of the bre-
thren, or whomfoever they fhould be pleafed to
cle& to that high office.

William St. Clair of Roﬂm Efq taking
-to my - confideration, that the mafons in
“« Scotland did, by feveral deeds, conftitute-and
< appoint William and Sir William St. Clairs of
« Roflin, my anceftors, and their heirs, to be
¢ their patrans, protcé'tors, Judges or - mafters ;
. “ and

l‘
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"¢ and that-my holding or claiming any fuch ju-
« rifdi&ion, right or privilege, might be preju-
< dicial to the craft and wocation of mafomry,
« whereof I am a member ; and I being defirous
« to advance and promote the good and utility
< of the faid craft of mafonry to the utmoft of
« my power, do therefore hereby, for me and
“ my heirs, renounce, quit claim, overgive and
¢ difcharge all right, claim or pretence that I,
“¢ or my heirs, had, have, or any ways may have,
¢¢ pretend to, or claim, to be patron, protefor,
% judge or mafter of the mafons in Scotland, in
“ virtue of any deed or deeds made and granted
by the faid mafons, or of any grant or charter
“ made by any of thokings of Scctland, to and
< in favours of the faid William and Sir William
< St. Clairs of Roflit, my predeceffors ; or any
'« other -manner of way whatfoever, for now
*¢ and ever:* And Ibind and oblige me, and my -
< heirs, to warrant this prefent renunciation and
"« difcharge at all hands : And I confent to the
« regiftration hereof in the books of council and
'« {effion, or any othér judges books competent ;
-4¢ therein to remain for prefervation ; and there-
¢“to1 conftitute : :
‘ my procurators, £5¢.
- in witnefs whereof I have fubfcribed thefe pre-
“fents (written by David Maul writer to the
« fignet) at Edinburgh, the twenty fourth day
“ of November, one thoufand feven hundred
“and thirty fix years, before thefe witnefles,
% Grorge Frafer deputy-auditor of the excife
in
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s¢ in Scotland, mafter of the Canongate lodge
¢ and William Montgomery merchant in Lexth,
«“ ma&er of the Leith lodge.

© WM. ST. CLAIR.
Gco Frafer, Canongatc Kilwinning, witnefs,
‘Wm. Montgomery, Leith Kilwinning, witnefs.
Which being read, was ordered to be recorded
in the books to be hereafter kept in the grand
lodge of Scotland.
. After this the brethren proceeded to the elec~
tion of a grand-majier and, in confideration
of his noble and ancient famxly, for the zeal he
himfelf had now thown for the good and prof-
perity of the craft, they thought they could not
confer that high honour upon any brother better
qualified, or more properly entitled, than William
St. Clair of Roflin, Efq; whofe anceftors had fo
long prefided over the brethren, and had ever
acquitted themfelves with honour and with d.lgm-
ty. Accordmgly,

By an unanimous voice, William St. Clair of
Roflin, Efq; was proclaimed grand-maj)er-ma-
Jon of all Scotland, and being placed in the
chair, was inftalled, faluted, homaged and ac-
knowledged as fuch.

. Now we come to thofe halcyon days, when
‘mafonry began to flourith in Scotland in har-
.mony, reputation and numbers; and many no-
- blemen and gentlemen of the firft rank, befides
_other learned men, merchants, clergymen and
tradefmen, defired to be admitted into the fra-

ternity;
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gernity ; and'ﬁnding a lodge to be a fafe and
pleafant relaxation from. intenfe ftudy or hurry
of bufinefs, without polmcks or party, took
great pleafure and delight therein.

We fhall now proceed to the recital of thofe
greas perfonages who have thought it their ho-
nour, to prefide asgrand-matters, or other officers
of the grand lodge; and we congratulate the
brethren on the happy profpet they ftill have of
honaurable and worthy brothers fucceeding to
SoroMmon’s chair, and prefiding as grand-mafters
over them ; under whofe benign influgnce, may
the craft continue to flourith and increafe ; may
they be eminent and diI’cingui(hed amongft man-
kind, " for harmony and virtue, as belonging
€0 4 focicty dedicated for promoting thefe great
and valuable purpofes.

Nov. 30, 1736. William 8t. Clair, of Roflin,

Efq; grand matfter.
- Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1737. George earl of Cramarty, grand mafter,
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1738. Fobn earl of Kintore, grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter,

1739. Fames earl of Mortom, grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1740. Themas earl of Strarbmere and Kings

‘born, grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1741, Ale.wnder earl of Leven, grand mafter,

,(L Cap-
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Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.
1742. William ear! of Kilmarnack, grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.
 1743. Fames earl of Weemyfs, grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.
. 1744. Fames earl of Murray, grand mafter.
Captain John Young deputy grand mafter.
1745. Henry David earlof Buchan,grand mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.
1746. William Nifbet of Dirleton, Efq; grand
mafter.
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.
‘1747. Francis Charteris of Amesfield, Efqs
grand mafter. ‘
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.

- 1748. Hugh Seton of Touch, Efq; grand malter.
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.

. 1749. Thamas Iord Erfkine, grand mafter.
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.
1750. Alexgnder earl of Eglinton, grand mafter.
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.
1751, Fames lord Boyd, grand mafter. -
Colonel John Young, deputy grand malfter.
1752. George Dr ummona’ Efq; grand mafter.
Charles Hamilton-Gordon, Lfq; deputy grand
matfter.

1753. Charles Hasmilton-Gordon, grand mafter.
-Jofeph Williamfon, Elq; deputy grand mafter.
1754, Fames mafier of Forbes, grand mafter.

PDavid Dalrymple, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
¥955. Sholtoe Charles Douglas, lord Aberdour,
grand mafter. George
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George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1756. Sholto Charles Douglas, lord Aberdour,
grand mafter. :
Georoe Frafcr, Efg; deputy grand maf’cer
1757 Alexander earl of Galloway, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1758, Alexander earl of Galloway, grand- mafter.
George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand matfter.
1759. David earl of Lever, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1760. David earl of Leven, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter. .
1761. Charles ear! of Elgin and Kincardine,
grand matfter.

1763. Alexander E;yl'me, carl of Kelly, crand
matfter.

1765. Fames Stewart, Efquire, Provoft of Edzr-
burgh, grand mafter: - '
1767 The R. H. earl of Dalboufie, grand mafter.
1769. His excellency Fames Adolpbus Oughton,
Major General of the forces in Scotland,
grand mafter.

The fpirit, dignity, and decorum with which
the craft is conducted in our fifter-kingdom,
Scotland, are truly great; and the prafice of
holding lodges in buildings erected intirely for
that purpofe; or, in fpacious rooms in private
houfes fet apart for that ufe folely, (which univer-
" fally prevails through the whole country) ishighly
commendable: muftit not therefore give fingu-

Qz lar
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lar pleafare to every good mafon in this kingdom,
to find that our noble and worthy grand-mafter,
(whofe zeal for the dignity and profperity of
mafonry hever was exceeded by any of his prex |
decefiors) has propofed a plan for the laudable
purpofe of raifing a fand to build a bz, and pur-
chafe jewels and fupniture for the ufe of the
GRAND L ODGE, independent of the fund
of charity ? The reafons produced in fupport of
this fcheme are humerous ; ahd, atong otbers,
thoft contained in the following lettet are worthy
of regard ; and, notwithftanding this letter came
to hand previcxs to the grand-mafter’s propofal,
ftill it may not be improper to infert ic here, as

it breathes the true fpirit of mafonry, and con-
tains very reafonable arguments in fupport of
“this {cheme, and alfo, as I am perfuaded that z4is
treatife will be read by many mafors, who, on
account of their not frequenting ldgzes, might
otherwife remain unacquainted with.{o noble a
defign, and thereby lofe the opportunity of |
gratifying themfelves by contnbutmcr towards
it. . :

7o Mr. WELLINS CALCOTT,
" Windfor Oéiober, 18. 1768,

SIR and BrOTHER,

Undcrﬁand we fhall foon be favovred with

your sgfonic treatife, and fhall efteem my-
T
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fetf obliged, if you will afford me tda? oppor-
tunity to recall the attention of our worthy bre:
thren to an object which well deferves their feri-
ous confideration : I mean the erection of a com-
modious Building, for the particular as well as
general affemblies of the fociety.

A pmpofal for.this purpofe was made ia
the reign. of Grand . Mafter FERRBRS ; but 1o
whatever caufe it then owed its mlfcama.gc, I
beg leave to promote fo landable an intention, by
making the necefity and wsidity of ‘it amore gene-
rally known, thirough the means of your publi-
cation. I therefore take my pen, as an auwiliary
Yo Mr. Edmondes, who firft publifbed fuch aide-
fign; and though I arh net acquainted with that
gentleman, I honour him for his zea/, and ap-
prove moft of his fentiments on this fubje&.

" Isdtvnot greatly to be lamented, that a /’omty
fo numerous, and fo highly honoured in its
smembers, (beingin a great degree compofed of
-perfons of rank and fortune) fhould, as oft as
they have occafion Yor general meetings, be
- obliged w refort to taverns, or to hire halls of
“inferior communities, and thofe at the beft, very
ill'adapted for fuch meetingss asall places muft
generally be, that are not particularly conftruted
for our purpefe. A

Give me leave'to fay, it reflelts great ditho-
nour on tbis country, - juftly ftiled * the grand
“local ftandard of ‘miafonry.” As Englithmen!
we fhould bluih 10 ‘be’ -to1d, that in every ‘other

nation
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nation in Europe, they hold their lodges in builds
ings erected and adorned for their particular ufe;
and that only. I can appeal to your own expe-
rience of the lodges in our fifter kingdor, Seot-
land, for one inftance; of whofe pr0cecd1ngs I
have oft heard you make honourable mention,
pamcularfy taking notice that they affembled
in buildings, which were their own property,
fet a part for that purpofe alone, whereby they
not only were fecured from every danger of mo-
leftation, or the infults and difrefpeétful treat~
ment . of publicans, but accumulatcd confiderable
funds. .

Befides! otir meeting at the houfes of publi-
cans, gives us the air of a Bacchanalian {ociety,
inftead of that appearance of gravity and wifdom,
which our order juftly rcqturcs

"How properly might it be remarked on fuch
conduct, that as almoft all the companies. that
refert with fo much formalizy to the city-balls, have
in view chiefly feafiing and jollity. So mafons
affemble with an air of feflivity at taverns, to
perform the ferious duties of their profeflion,
under the regulations of morality and philofophy.
Such a conduét in the eyes of every thinking man
muft appear, even on the firft view, to be ridi-
~ culous and abfurd, and I doubt not will be
thought more fo by every one who fhall have the
perufal of - ‘your intended treatife. - . {

Some may imagine that the expence of the
propofed building (if fuch ‘as it really ought to

be) will prove too great for the ability of the
fociety,

i -
.
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fociety.. ButI fancy many plans mwht be laid
down thatwould render it no difficult undertaking
to raife a fum fufficient for the purpofe. One,
I will beg leave to offer for the prefent, and
fhall be vety happy in finding a better propofed
and adopted.

There are at prefent under the confatuuon of
England, near 400 lodges, fome of which con-
fift of 60, 70, 80, and. even 100 members:
not including thofe mafons, who from a variety
‘of caufes do not belong, as fubfcribers, to any
-particular lodge; neverthelefs retain their re-
Jation to, and refpect for the fociety, and who
of themfelves, compofe a very confiderable
number

- Perhaps it may be objeéted, therc are many

Jodges that are not fo numerous as what I have
‘above fet down; we will grant that, and take
“them on an average at 20 members each, which
"will give us the amount of 8000 mafons who
“attend lodges. Now I would propofe a voLun-
TARY SUBSCRIPTION, and to promote {o lzudable
‘adefign, itwould beabfurd tofuppofeany one would
offer, as a free gift, lefs than five thillings, (many
more) which will produce 2000£. No inconfider-
able fum! Yet a #7ifle, compared to what might
modeftly be expeted from that numerous catalo-
gue of Princes, Nobles, and other wealthy psrfons
who are of the fociety in moft parts of the globe,
sand connected with the Engli/b conttitution, who
would readily and liberally congribyte, as foon

A3
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as a proper plan was eftablifhed, and applieas
tion was made to them.

Nor let it be wrongly thought, benecath
the dignity of our fociety, or efpecially the
grand eftablifament of it in this Kingdem, te
folicit fuch an’aid from the fratermity under
the Englib conftitution in other countries; all
mafons regularly made under the conftitution
of the Grand Mafter of England, owe alle-
giance to’ the eftablifhment bere, and never fail
of its proteétion and affiftance. If therefore a
. fcheme was fettled on the above, or fome other
.. proper plan, there can be no doubt of effectually
accomplithing this defireable end.

"The neceffity of fuch a building is univerfally
acknowledged through the fociety 3 and a defire
of feeing one erefted, as generally prevails,
Some time ago, indeed, a fubfcription was open-
ed for the purpofe of purchafing furniture fuit-
able for the grand lodge: but the ftriking im-
- propriety of procuring furniture, without firft
providing a place for its reception, put a. ftop
at that time, to the progrefs of that affair; yef,
notwithftanding the proceeding was then judged
premature, the ftrongeft affurances were given
from every quarter of their chearful concurrence,
_if a proper building was fir# erefted, to which
they would readily contribute,
~ How wounding muft it be to the wartby ma-
-#on, acting under the authority of our grand maf-

| ter,
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tér, 1o confider the accounts we daily receive
from ‘treveliing -brethren of the magnificence of
the grand lodges abread, whillt that in England,
which in many refpe&s is intituled to a prefer-

ence in digmity of all others, is deftitute of a
building, their gwn, of any fort. But, not .

to reft it on thefe gemeral accounts, permit
me here to fend you a particular defcription of
. the Jangnetting room belonging to the lodge of
St. Jobn at Marfeilles ; and from the magnifi-
cence and fplendour of #bat room, to which they
only retire for refrefbment, may be formed fome
idea of the fuperior excellence of the Jdge
room.
1 am convinted, Sir, the intention with which
1 give you this trouble, being an humble attempt
“to promote the honour and advantage of the
fociety, willbe a fufficierit apology, with you, |
for defiring you will laythc foregoing fentiments
before yout numerous fublcribers, who I earneft-
ly hope will think ferioufly on the bufinefs al-
leded to, "and, by a noble exertion of their ge-
nerofity, fnatch the glorious oppértunity, ‘whilft -
we have the princes of the earth for_ our nurfing °
fathers, and a nobleman of diftinguifhed
virtye, our zealous MOST WORSHJPFUL GRAND
MASTRR, that it may be recorded to the honoar
"~ of our eountry and ourfelves ; by the voluntary
fubfcription of the FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,
in o day this much wanted ftruture was
*R erc&cd,
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erelted, for the acquifition of knowledge of the
arts and [iences, and the cultivation of maral and
Jocial wtue ) S

1 am, SIR, your affeitionate brothcr, -

JAMES GALLOW AY, P. M.

A DESCRIPTION of the Banqucmng~
Hall of the Lodge a4t Marfeilles, mmaled
the Lodge of St. J OHN.

At the bottom of the hall, under a gjlded ca-
~ nopy, the valences whercof are blue, fringed
with gold, is a painting, which reprefents ‘the
gémus of mafonry fupporting the portrait of the
king of France, upon a pedeftal, under which -
there is this infcription.
Dilectiffimo rege Monumentum
Amoris
Latomi. Mafflienfes.
A genius feated below the pedeftal, prefents
with one hand this infcription, and with the

- ather the arms of the lodge, with their motto.
Dea regi et Patrie fidelitas.
Above this is a genius which crowns the king.

" To theright of this painting is placed another,
reprefenting the wifdom of SaLoMon, with this
infcription above it, - '

d - . - Prudentia.

To
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Tea the Teft is another, reprefenting the courage
of 8t. Jobn the Baptift in remonftrating with
Herop upon his debauchencs The infcription

above it is, : -0

Famtudo.

The right fide of the hall is omamcnted with
paintings of eqyal grandeur. -

- The fir seprefents Jossrn acknowledging his
brethren, and pardoning them for the ill ufage
he had received from them, with this infcrip-
tion,

: .. Venia.
The jfecond reprefents Jos upon the dunghill,
his houfe deftroyed, his fields laid wafte by
ftorm, his wife infulting him, and himfelf calm, -
lifting his haads towards heaven, with this in-
{cription,

 Patientia.
The third reprefents St. Pavr and St. Barna-
Bas, refufingdivine honours at Lyftra, thh this
infcription,
: Humilitas.
The fowrth, JonaTnan, when he warned Davip
to keep from the city, in order to avoid the
danger which threatned his days, with thls in-
fCl'lpthﬂ,

‘ /Imzcztm
The fifth, Soromon ﬁtrveymg the works of the

temp]e, and giving his orders for the execution
R 2 of
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of the plan, Wthh his: father Davip had left
hxm of it,’ with this mfcnpuon, ‘
P:eta.u .
Thc jixtb thc charlty of the Samaritan, with
this mfcnpaon,
Charitas.
Thc fc'ventb St. Ps'rmz drd the other apoftles
paymg tribtite to Csar, by means of the
~ piece of money found miraculoufly in the belly
of a-fith; with this infcription,
B ] deelztar.
'THe left fide of the hall contains three paint-
ings.
The firf, Tosias cufing his father, with thef¢
words for the micrxptlon,
Filiale Debitum.
The fecond, the fathcr of the prodigal fon, when
he embraces him, and pardons his offences, with
this mfcnpuon,
" Paternus Amor
The third reprefents the facrifice of ABRAHAM,
with this Infcription,
. Obedientia.
.On each fide the door are two paintings of
equal granaeur
One réprefents the apoftles giving alms in
cominon, the infcription,
- _Eleemq/jum

The
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"The order reprefents Lorr; receiving the angely
into his houfe, believing them to b ftrangers;
the mfcrlptxon iss
Hofpitalitas,
' The foar totners of the hall are decorated
with four allegorical px&ures

In one are reprefented two geniufes holding a
large medal in which are painted three pillars of
a gold colour, with this motto,

Hic pofuere Locum, Virtus, Sipientia, foma.
In another, twod geniufes equally fupporting a
large medal, on which are reprefented three
hearts fet on fire by the fame flame, united by
the bond of the order, with this motto,

Pettora jungit Amor, Pictas que ligavit Amantes.
‘The two -others ‘are in the fame tafte, but fup-
ported by one genius only, being a fmaller fize,
The medals reprefent, - .

The firft, three. branches, one of olive, an-
other of laurel, ‘and another of myrsle, with this
motto, .

Hic pacem mutuo damus acapzmz([que vicifim. .
The other a level in a hand coming from heaven,
placed perpendicularly. upon a heap of ftones of
unequal forms.and fizes, with this motto,

Equa lege fortitur infignes et imos,

Ary thefe paintings are upon a line; thofe |
which are placed oppofite the windows are in-
tirely in front. Qver the inner door of entrance is

this
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this infeription, in a painting which is cﬁfphfcﬁ
by a child, _
S. T. O. T:. A

Varia bae Virtutum Exempla Fraterne Liberalita-
tis Monumenta D. ¥. &3 C. Eatomi Maffilienfes,
Fratribus que affequenda prebent, anno Lmr:

5765. |
The letters S. T. O. T. A. ﬁgmfy,

Supremo Totsus Orbis Terrarum Arcbitedo.

" Each paioting bears below it, the arms and
blazon of the brethren who caufcd them to bé
painted.

Every fpace, from one column to arother,
forms an intercolumniation. Upan the middle
of each pilafter, being twenty-four in number,
‘are raifed corbals in form of antique Guaines,
upon which are placed the bufts of great and
virtuous men of Antiquity.

The curtains to the gilded canopy are in the
Italian taftc, and are four in number.

Three great branches of chryftal light this
hall at proper times, and ferve as an additional
ornament.
~ This hall will cotitain fixty brcthrca, ‘withs
out makmg wfe of the ny’ide of the horfe-thoe
tab}c. '

. There are, mvm, tywogmmi &e&n buf-
_f’ets, which take up a gedag fpace im the Tength. -

Frou
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From the foregoing letter and defcripsion,
I fhall take occafion to confider the zewmples of the
angiems, their firvation, form, &c. the perifal -
of which, I fiatter myfelf, will afford both en«
tertainment and sxfiruczion to the intelligent mafom.

"T'he fir/t generations of men had neither tem-
ples nor ftatues for their gods but worfhiped
towards heaven in the open ajr.

The Petfians, even in ages when temples were
conimon in all other countries, not thinking the
god: 20 be of buyman Jbape, as did the Grecks, had
no temples ; they thought it abfurd to confine
the gods within walls, ¢ whofe houfe and tem-
ple was this whole world,” to ufe the words of
Cicero.

The Greeks, and moft other nations, worthip-
ed their gods on the tops of bigh mountains,
StrRABO obferves, that the Perfians had neither
#mages nor altars, but only fgcnﬁccd to the gods
on forre bigh place.

"The nations which lived near Fudea, facrificed
alfo en the tops of mountains. BaLax, king of
Moab, casried BaLaam o the top of Bakal, and
other - monntams, to facrifice to the gods, and
curfe Ifmel trom thence. The fame cuftom is
attefted in almoft innumerable places of the fa-
cred fcriptures ; 1. tha]l only add the followj
teftimonies, whence the antiguity of -this cuftod
will appear. ABraHAM was commanded by

God
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~God to offer Isaac his fon for a burfxt~oﬁ'cring '

upon * one of the mountains in the land of As--

tiab; on which mountain Davip afterwards -

erected an altar, and by facrifice and prayer ap-~’
peafed the pettilence.

And ‘on the fame moyntain, (rnount Moriab)
Soromon, by G OD’s appointment, erected a
temple, according to the model of the tabmuule,
which Moses, by divine inftrution, built in

the wildernefs. In fucceeding ages . the tm?les»

were often byilt on the fummits ‘of mountains.
Thus it is obferved of the Trsjan temples, in
which Hecror is fuppofed to have facrificed,
And both at Atbens and Rome the moft facred
temples ftood in the mofteminent parts of the city.

The temples of the ancients were built and
adorned with 3l poffible fplendour and magm,
ficence ; no pains, no charges were fpared upon
them; this they did, partly out of the great
refpeét ‘they had for the cops, to whom they
thought” nothing more acceptable, and, partly

—v

* There were in the {ame tralt of ground three hills, -

Sion, Mariah, and mount Calvary. On Sion was the city

and caftle of Davio; on Moriab was the semple ; and, og

mouat Calvary CHRIsT Was cmcxﬁcd But a// thefe t]lrc_e

were generally called by the namg of Sion; whence it is,

:y though the semple was built on Moriab, fcripture fpeaks
is commonly ag if it were upon mount Siony

tbaﬁ
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.that theéy might create a reverence of the deities, -
in thofe who came to pay their devotions there.

(Vide D. PorTEr’s Antig. of Greece, vol. L. and
his comimént upon Lycopbron, ad. wers. 42.

" As to the ForM of 'thefe ancient ftrutures,’
they were built after that manner, which was
thought moft agreeable to the gods to” whom
they were defigned to be dedicated : For as trees,
birds, and other animals were efteemed facred to
 particular deities, fo almoft every god had a

form of building peculiar to himfelf, and which
they imagined more acceptable to him than any
other. For inftance, the Dorick pillars were
facred to Fupiter, Mars, and Hercules: The

Tonick to Bacchus, Apollo, and Diana: The
CorINTHIAN to Vefla the virgin. It muft be
admitted that fometimes a// thefe were made ufe
of in the fame temple; but this was either in
thofe temples which were facred to more gods
than one, or to fome of thofe gods who were
- thought to prefide over feveral things; for the
ancients believing that the world was governed
by divine providence, afcribed the management
of every particular affair to this or that deity:
Thus Mars was thought to prefide over war ;
VEenus over Jove 5 fo Mircury was the god of
merchants, orators, and thieves; MINERVA was
the goddefs of warriors, fcholars, artificers, &c.
Therefore, it is no wonder that in fame of the
temples dedicated to Zer, there were shree rows

S 0 of
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of pillays; the firft of the Dorick, the fecond
of the CorinTHIAN, the third of the Iowief
der.
~ With refpeét to the situaTion of théir tem-
ples, Vitruvius informs us, Whetever they
ftood, if the place would permit, it was cons

trived, that the windows being open, they

might receive the rays of the rifing fuh, (lib. VI
c. 5.) The frontifpicte placed towards the wefl
and the a/tars and flatues towards the eaft; fo
that they who came to worfhip might have theif
faces towards rbem, becaufe it was an ancient
cuftom of the beathens to worfhip with their faces
towards the eq#. This is affirmed by CLEmMENS
of Alexandria, (Strom. VIII:) and Hycinus, the
freed-man bf Avcusts Cmsar, (De agrorum

Fmst. Conf. lib. 1.) to have been the moft ancient

fituation of temples; and that the placing the
- front of temples towards the esft 'was only a des
vice of latter ages. Neverthelefs, the way of
building temples towards the eqf, fo as the
doors being opened fhould receive the rays of
the rifing fun, was very ancient ; (Dion. THrAX.)

and in later ages almoft univerfal; moft of

the temples were then fo contrived, that the en-
trance and ftatues fhould look towards the eaf;
and they who paid their devotion towards the
weft, as we are exprefsly told by PorpHyRy;
(libro de Antre Nympharumn.) In the fame man-
ner the eaffern nations commonly built rbeif

‘ temz
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temples, as appears from the temples of the Sy~
rian goddefs in Lucian. The temple of Mem-
phis, built by PsammMEenicus, king of Egypt, in
Dionorus tbe Sycilian. That of Vulcan erected
by another Egyptian king, (Heropotws, lib, IL,
&ec.) '

He~ce it appears, that the reafon why the
beathens ereGed their temples egff and weff, was
 to receive the rays of the rifing fun, which planet

many of thofe nations were accuftomed to wor-
fhip.

And we find the zabernacle, ereted in the wil-
dernefs, and the zemple at ?ﬁaﬁlﬂm, as alfo moft
places of divine adoration in the prefent age, to
be fituated in the fame manuer, but not for the
fame reafon : for we read that the Fews were for-
bid to worfhip with their faces towards the egf :
Accordingly, the semple had no avenue to it but
from the eaft. So that in their approach to the
temple, and during - the time of their adoration
therein, they had their faces towards the wef,
and their ‘backs to the rifing fun; which was
done, according to the opinion of the beft com-
mentators, to prevent the people from worthip-
ing the fun and hoft of beaven, a fpecies of idolatry
they ‘were very prone to. And as they were by
this means to be prevented from falling into that
mode of idolatry in their worthip, confequently
the reafon for fituating the zabernacle, and (after
.that example) the semple could not be the fame

S2 which
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which influenced the beatbens in the fituation of
their temples. Therefore, we may reafonably ac-
count for their fituation, by fuppofing that when.
the tabernacle was ereCted, Moses, purfuing the
practice of the Egyptians, who always inculcated
their religious documents by means of allegory
and fymbol, forefecing the difficulties which he ’
would have to encounter before he thould arrive
in the promifed land, and having already expe-
tienced the inftability of the Ifraelites, caufed
the tabernacle to be erefted eaft and weft, to excite
in them a firm reliance on the omnipotence of that
G O D, who had then lately wrought fo great a
miracle in their favour, by caufing a wind to
blow firft eaft and then weff, whereby they fafely
efcaped from the Egyptians upon dry land, even
through the midft of & fes, which neverthelefs
overwhelmed and totally deftroyed their pur-
fuers. - And as they were liable to meet with
many diftrefles in their fojournment in the wil-
dernefs, fo, as oft as they fhould behold the ft«-
ation of the tabernacle, their faith might be
ftrengthened, and by a firm reliance.on A L-
MIGHTY GOD, they might be enabled
to proceed with refolution and chearfulnefs.

And as the tabernacle was at that time to be a
conftant exhortation to zbem,” from that great in-
ftance of Omnipotence, to confide in GOD un-
der all their embarrafments, fo, the temple, after-
wards built by Soromoy, in the fame form and

Jitu-
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- fituation, was to be a- Jafling monument to their
pofierity, of the mighty works the LORD had
performed in condu&mg their fore-fathers out
" of their captivity into the promifed land. And
this alfo may be deemed a very fufficient reafon,
why places for Chriftian worhip, after the pat-
tern of the faid tabernacie and temple, have ever
been, and ftill are, generally erected in the fame
manner ; for as bgman crearures we, as well as
our fore-fatbers, ftand in need to be continual-
Jy reminded of our wesknefs, and a neceffary

conftant dependance, on an ommipotent and ajj-
gracious BEIN G,

kryeyd
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D U T I E 8
OF a
FREE-MAS ON,
IN
SEVERAL CHARGES,
DELIVERED

In regular LODGES, held under the Con«
ftitution of the GRAND-MAST E R
of ENGLAND.

e s "y

Honour all men. Love the Brotber-bood. Fear God.
Honour the King.
1 Pl-:'r. il. v, 17
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d CHAR GE, delivered to the Members of
the Lodge ¢f Free and AccepTeEDp Masons,
beld &t the Caftle-inn, MARLBOROUGH, af &
Meeting for the Difiribution of Cnarity to
twenty-four poor People, at which mof} of the
Lapies in Marlborough were prefent, Sept.
11, 4. L. 5769.

By THO MAS DUNCKERLY, Efg
Right Worfhipful Provincial Grand Mafter over

the Lobces in Hampfhire, and Right Wor-
hipful Mafter of that LopGE.

Bleffed is be that confideretb the Poor.
P jhlm xﬁ. V. 1"

BRETHREN,

T is with the greateft fatisfaction [

meet you here in the caufe of charity :

Charity is the bafis of our order 3 itis

for this purpofe we have a Grand

L.odge at London, another at Edinburgh, and a
third at Dablin. Lodge§ are now held on every
: T part
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part of this globe, and charities are colleed and
fent to the refpective grand lodge of each king-
dom or ftate: there the diftreft brethren apply
and find relief: nor is any exception made to
difference of country or religion.

For, ‘as in the fight of God we are all
equally his children, having the fame com-
mon parent and preferver—fo we, in like man-
ner, look on every free-mafon as our brother ;
nor regard where he was born or educated, pro-
~vided he is a good man, an honeft man, which
is ¢ the nobleft work of God.”

A laudable cuftom prevailed among our an-
cient brethren; after they had fent their dona-
tions to the general charities, they confidered
the diftrefles of thofe in particular that refided in
their refpective neighbourhoods, and affifted
_them with fuch a fum as could be conveni-
ently fpared from the lodge. In humble imi-
tation of this mafonic principle, I recommend
the prefent charity to your confideration; to
which you readily and unanimoufly confented.
The fum 18, -indeed, but {mall : yet, when it is
confidered that this lodge is in its infant ftate ;
having been conftituted little more than three
months I hope, as the widow’s mite was ac-
ceptable; #bis at of ours will be confidered, not -

_ with refpeét to the fum, but the principles by
] which we are influenced.

I have told you in the lodge, and I repeat it
" pow, that I/rotber{y leve, r»lze;f, and ‘truth, aye

the
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the grand principles of mafonry, and as the
principal part of the company are unacquainted
with the original intention of this fociety, it may
be proper for their information, and’ your in-
ftruction, that I explain thofe principles, by
which it is our duty in particular to be attuated.

By Brotberly-love, we are to underftand that
generous principle of the foul, which refpeéts
the human fpecies as one family, created by an
all-wife Being, and placed on this globe for the
mutual affiftance of each other.—It is this attrac-
tive principle, or power, that draws men together
and unites them in bodies politic, families, fo-
cieties, and the various orders and denomina-
tions among men. But as moft of thefe are par-
tial, contrated or confined to a particular coun-
try, religion, or opinion; our order, on the
contrary, is calculated to unite mankind as one
family : High and low, rich and poor, one
with another ; to adore the fame God, and ob-
ferve his law.  All worthy members of this fo-
ciety are free to vifit every lodge in the world ;
and though he knows not the language of the
country, yet by a filent univerfal language of
our own, he will gain admittance, and find that
true friendfhip, which flows from the brotherly-
love [ am now defcribing.

At that peaceable and harmonious meeting
he will hear no difputes concerning religion or
politics 3 no favearing 3 no cbfcene, immoral, or

T 2 Jne-
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Judicrous difcourfe; no other conténtion but who
con work beft, who can agree beft.

To fubdue our paffions, and improve in ufeful
fcientific knowledge; to inftruét the younger
brethren, and initiate the unenlightened, are
principal duties in the lodge: which, when
done, and the word of God is clofed, we in-
dulge with the fong and chearful glafs, ftill ob-
ferving the fame decency and regularity, with
ftrict attention to the golden mean, believing
with the poet, that

God is paid when man receives,
T’ enjoy is to obey.

Let me travel from eaff to weff, or between
north and fouth, when I meet a true brother I
thall find a friend; who will do.all in his power to
ferve me; without having the leaft view of felf-
intereft: and if I am poor and in diftrefs, he
will relieve me to the utmoft of his power, inte-
teft, and capacity. This is the fecond grand
principle : for, relief will follow where there is
brotherly-love.

I have already meritioned our general charities

as they are at prefent conduéted ; it remains now
that I confider particular donations given fromi
private lodges, either to thofe that are not ma-
fons, or to a brother in diftrefs. And firft, with
refpect to a charity like this before us; perhaps
it is better to be diftributed in fmall fums, that
more may receive the bencfir, than to give
it
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it in larger fums, which would confine it to
" few. '

With regard to a brother in diftrefs, who
fhould happen to apply to this Jdge, or any par-
sicular member for relief, it is neceffary that 1
inform you ih what manner you are to receive
bim. And here I cannot help regretting, that
fuch is the depravity of the human heart, there
is no religion or fociety free from bad profefiors, -
or unworthy members, for as it is impoffible
for us to read the heart of man, the beft regu-
lated focieties may be impofed on, by the infinu.
ations of the artful, and hypocrify of the abans
doned. It fhould therefore by no means leffen
the dignity and excellency of the royal crafi,
becaufe it is our misfortune to have bad men
among us, any more than the purity and holi-
nefs of the Chrifiian religion thould be doubted,
becaufe too many of the wicked and profligate
approach the holy altar.

Since, therefore, thefe things are fo : be care-
ful whenever a brother applies for relief, to exa-
mine ftriGtly whether he is worthy of acceptance :
enquire the caufe of his misfortunes, and if you
are fatisfied they are not the refult of wice or ex-
travagance, relieve him with fuch a fum as the
lodge fhall think proper, and affift him with your
intereft and recommeiidation, that he may be
employed according to his capacity, and not eat
¢he bread of idlencfs. 'This will be aling con-

fiftent
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fifterit with TruTw, which is the sbird grand |

principle of mafonry.
TruTH is a divine attribute, and the founda-
_tion of all mafonic virtues : to be good men and
true, is part of the firtt great leflon we are
taught; and at the commencement of our free-
dom, we are exhorted to be fervent and zealous
in the practice of ¢ruth and goodnefs. It is not
fufficient that we walk in the light, unlefs we do
the trutbh. All hypocrify and deceit muft be
banithed from us—Sincerity and plain dealing
compleat the harmony of the brethren, within
and without the lodge; and will render us ac-
ceptable in the fight of that great Being, wnto
whowm all bearts are opem, all defires known, and
from whom no fecrets are bid. ‘There is a charm
in zruth that draws andattra&s the mind con-
tinually towards it : the more we difcover, the
more we defire, and the great reward is, wi/dom,
virtue; and bappinefs. Thisis an edifice founded
upon a rock, which malice cannot fhake, or
time deftroy, What a fecret fatisfaction do we
enjoy, when in fearching for truth, we find the
Jrft principles of ufeful fcience, ftill preferved
among us, as we received them, by ora/ tradition
fram the earlieft ages; and we alfo find this
truth corroborated by the teftimonies of the beft
and greateft men the world has produced. But
this is not all; the facred writings confirm what
Laffert; the fublime part of our ancient myftery
being

el
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being there to be found; nor can any Chriftian
brother be a good mafon that does not make the
word of God his firft and principal ftudy.

I fincerely congratulate you on the happy ef-
-tablithment of this lodge, and the profpe&t you
have of its utility and permanency, by the choice
you have made of members capable to conduct
it. Let wifdom diret you to contrive for the
beft.—Strengthen thé caufe of mafonry, by mu-
tual friendthip, which is the companion and
Afupport of fraternal love, and which will never
fuffer any mifunderftanding to inflame a brother,
or caufe him to behave unbecoming a member of
our peaceable and harmonious fociety. Let us
then refolve to beautify and adorn our order, by

- difcharging the duties of our refpeétive ftations,
as good fubjeéts, good parents, good hufbands,
.good matfters, and dutiful children; for by fo
doing, we fhall put to filence the reproaches of
foolifh men. As you know thefe things, bre-
thren, happy are ye if ye do them; apd thrice
happy fhall I efteem it to be looked on as the
founder of a fociety in Marlborough whofe grand

" principles are, brotherly-love, relief, and truth.
Let us confider thefe poor perfons as our bro-
thers and fifters, and be thankful to Almighty
" God, that he has been pleafed to make us his in-
ftruments of affording them this fmal] relief;
“qmoft humbly fupplicating the Graxp Arcai-
TECT OF THE UNIVERSE, from whom all boly de-
JSires, all good counfels, and all jut works do pro-

a’ed
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geed, to blefs our undertaking, and grant that we
may continue to add fome httle comfort to the
poor of this town.

Next to the Deity, whom can I fo properly
addrefs myfelf to, as the moft beautiful part of
the creation ?

You have heard, Ladies, our grand principles
explained, with the inftru&tions given to the.
brethren ; and I doubt not but at other times
you have heard many difrefpectful things faid of
this fociety. Envy, malice, and all uncharitable-
mefs will never be at a lofs to decry, find fault,
and raife objettions to what they do not know.
How great then are the obligations yox lay on -
this lodge | with what fuperior efteem, refpect,
and regard, are we to look on every lady prefent,’
that has done us the honour of her company this
evening. To have the fanction of the fair is our
higheft ambition, as our greateft care will be to
preferve it. The virtues of humanity are pe-
culiar to your fex ; and we flatter purfelves, the
moft {plendid ball could not afford you greater
pleafure, than to fee the human heart made
happy, and the peor and a’zﬁnﬂ obtain prefeng

relief. . ‘



A CHARGE, delivered in St. George's Lodge

 at TaunToN in the County of SOMERSET, om
the Feaft of St. Jonn the Baptift, 4. L. 5765,
A D. 1765, '

By the Right Worhipful Brother O H N
WHITMAS H, on bis refigning the chair,

Wortby BRETHREN,

ROVIDENCE havmgplaced
g: :Q me in fuch a fphere in life, as to

afford me but kttle time for fpe-
MM culation, I cannot pretend to have
made mankind my particular ftudy ; yet, this I
have obferved, that cyriofity is one of the moft
prevailing paffions in the human breaft. The
mind of man is kept in a-perpetual thirft after
-knowledge, nor can he bear to be ignorant of
what he thinks othess know. Any thing fecret or
wew immediately excites dn uneafy fenfation,
~ and becomes. the proper fuel of cunoﬁty, which

will be found ftronger or wesker in proportion
U [ tq
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to the time and opportumtws that mdwlduah
have for indulging it. It is obfervable further,
that when this paffion is excited, and not in-
ftantly gratified, inftead of waiting for better in-
telligence, and ufing the proper means of re-
moving the darknefs that invelops the objeét of
1t, we precipitately form ideas which are generally
in the extremes. If the obje&t promotes pleafure
or advantage, we then load it with commenda~
tions; if it appears in the oppofite view, or if
we are ignorant of it, we then abfurdly, as well
as dfngeduax:ﬂy, condemn, and pretend at leaft
td defpife it. 'This, my brethren, has been the
fate of the moft valuable inftitution in the world,

Cbhriftianity excepted, I mean free-mafonry. Thofe
who are acquainted with the nature and defign of
it, cannot, if they bave good bearts, but admire
and efpoufe it ; and if thofe who are in the dark,
or whofé minds are difpofed to evil, thould flight
or fpeak difrefpe@fully of it, it certainly is no
difgrace. When order fhall produce 'confuﬁon, '
when barmony fhall give rife to difcord, and pro- -
vortionfhallbe the fource of irregularity, then, and
not till then, will free- mafonry be unworthy the
patrorfage of the great, the wife, and good.

To love as brethren, to be ready to communi-
cate, to {peak truth one to another,. are the dic~
tates of reafon and revelation; and you know
that they are likewife the foundation, the con-
fituent patts.of free-mafonry. A

: j ‘None,




) (47 )

* None, thérefore, who believe the divine ori-
ginal of the facred volume, and arc influenced
by a fpirit of humanity, friendthip, and benevo:
lence, can with the leaft propriety objett to our
ancient and venerable inftitution.

. For my own part; ever fince I have had the
honour to be enrolled in the lift of mafons, as I
" knew it was my duty, fo I have made it my bu-
finefs, to become acquainted with the principles
on which our glorious fuperftruéture is founded.
And like the msner, the farther I have advanced -
the richer has been my difcovery ; and the trea-
fure conftantly opening fo my view, has proved a
- full and fatisfactory rewatrd of all my ladours. .

Confcious that the fame pleafure would attend

‘others, in the fame purfuits, I fincerely wifhed

for the eftablithment of a lodge in this town : but

as wifhes, without endeavours, are not the means
of accomplifhmerit, I became, therefore, active-

1y concerned for the completion of fo valuable a

defign. And you, and only you, who are ma-
_fons in beart, ean form the leaft idea of the joy I

felt, when, upon enquiry, I found that this
neighbourhood was not deftitute of faithful bre-
thren; brethren! fired with an equal ardour
for the profperity of mafonry, and who with
equal alacrity and pleafure, embarked in the
noble defign, and, like true craftfmen, laboured
‘in this long wifh’d-for fabrick : The ftrength of
whofe bafis, the beauty of whofe fymmetry, the
Ua order
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bider of whofe par"t:, have rendered it the admts
tation of fome, the model of others, and the de-
light of ourfelves.

You will therefore give me leave moft ﬁnccrcly
to congratulate the lodge, on the fuccefs that has
atterided our united labours for the honour of the
traft in tbis town, as likewife on the return of
this feftival, the general day of inftalment of
new officers. May we all live to celebrate re-
peatedly this anniverfary with increafing felicity
and honour; and may the true mafonic fpirit of
generofity, kindnefs, and brotherly lovc, be our
lafting cemens.

By the rules of this lodge I afi how to refign
the cbair. But I cannot do this with entire fa-
tisfattion, until I have teftified the grateful fenfe
I feel of the honour I received in being advanced
to it.

" Your generous and unanimous choice of, me

for your firf# mafter, demands my thankful ac-
knowledgements; though at the fame time I fin-
cerely’ wifh, that my abilities had been more
adequace to the charge, which your kind par-
tiality cleted me to. But this has always
been, and ftill is my greateft confolation, that
however deficient 1 may have been in the dif
charge of my duty, no one can boaft & bears

- more devoted to the good of the infitution in

general, and the reputation of this /odge in par<
ticular,

; | » | / ) ‘Thovgh
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Though I am apprehenfive T have
Atrefpaffed on your patience, yet if I might be
indulged, I would humbly lay before you a few
refleGtions, adapted to the bufinefs of the day,
which being the effufions of a heart truly ma-
Jonic, will, it is hoped; be. received with candour
by you.
Every affociation of men, as well as this of
free-mafons, muft for the fake of ordet and har-
mony, be regulated by certain laws, and for
that purpofe proper officers muft be appointed,
and empowered to carry thofe laws into execu- .
tion, to preferve a degree of uniformity, at leaft
to reftrain any irregularity that might render
Tuch affociations inconfiftent. For we may as rea<
Tonably fuppofe an army may be duly difciplined,
well provided, and properly conducted, without
generals or other “officers, as that a fociety can
be fupported without governors, and their fub-
~alterns, or (which is the fame) without fome

Yorm of government to anfwer the end of the in-
. ftitution, And as fuch an arrangement muft be
Yevered, it becomes a neceffary prc-reqmﬁte that
a temper fhould be difcovered in the feveral
members adapted to the refpettive fations they
are to fill.

This thought will fugpeft to you, that thofe
who are qualified to prefide as officers in a lodge,
will not be elated with that honour, but, lofing
tht of it, will have enly in view, the fervice

their
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their office demands. Their reproofs will be
dictated by friendfbip, foftened by candonr,.
and enforced with mildne[s and affeftion; in
the whole of their deportment they will preferve
a degree of dignity tempcred with affability and
esfe. This condu,” while it éndears them to
others, will not fail to raife their own reputa-
tion, and as ervy thould not be fo much as once
named among free-majfons, it will effe€tually pre-
vent the growth of it, fhould it unfortundtely
ever appear. ' )

Such is the nature of our conftitution, that as
fome muft of neceflity, ra/e and seach, fo others
muft of courfe learn to odey ; humility therefore
in dosh becomes an effential duty, for pride and -
ambition, like 4 worm at the root of the tree,

will prey on the vitals'of our peace, barmony, and

protherly-love.

Had not this excellent temper prevailed,
when the foundation of Sovromon’s temple was
firft laid, it is eafy to fee, that glhricis edifice
would never have rofe to a height of fplendour,

“which aftonifhed the world.

Had s/l employed in this work been mafters,
or fuperintendants, who muft have prepared the
timber in the foreft, or hewn the ftone in the
quarry ? Yet though they were numbered and
claffed under different denomitfations, as princes,
rulers, provofts, camforters of the people, fione-

quarers,,
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tuarers, fculptors, &c. fuch was their unani-
mity, .that they feemed attuated by one fpirit,
influenced by one principle.

Merit alone then intituled to prefcrment an
indifputable inftance of which we have in the
deputy-grand-mafter of that great undertaking,
whao, without either wealth or power, without
any other diftinction, than that of being the
svidow's fon, was appointed by the grand-mafter
and approved by the people for this fingle rea- -
fon, becaufe he was a fkilful artificer,

- Let thefe confiderations, my worthy brethsen, *
animate s in the purfuits of fo noble a fcience,
that we may all be qualified to fill, in rotation,
the moft diftinguithed places in the lodge, and
keep the I:onour: of the craft, (which are the

juft rewards of our labour) in a regular cir-
~ culation,

And as none are lefs qualified to govern, thaa
thofe, who have not learnt to sbey, permit me
ip the warmeft manner to recommend to youall a
‘conftant attendance in #bis place, a due odedience
to the laws of our inflitution, and a refpeétfu
fubmiflion to the diresions of your officers, thar
you may prove to. mankind the propricty of
your eletion, and fecure the effablithment of
shis Tociety to latéft pofterity,

s



At ADDRESS to the Lodge of Perfe&
Friendthip, beld at the Shakefpear and Grey-
hound Inn and Tavern at Bath, on the Fefti-
val of St. John the Evangelift, 4, L. 5768,
.A. D. 1768.

By Brother . §. GAUDRY,

The Right Worfhipful Brother WiLrLiam

Browne, Mafter, in the Chair,

Wiy BRETHREN,

ﬁ%@%% HIS Lodge is fo juftly renowned

for its excellent plan and proceedings,
§;‘a§ % that exhortations to a more punctus
HXERK al difcharge of your refpective duties;
would appear both unneceffary and vain, Still,
permxt me, without taking offence, to make a
few trite obfervations on the nature of our inflitu-
tion, for the benefit of fuch mewly admitted bre.
thren, as may at this time be prefent,
Would every brather confider the advantages

hederives, as aman, by being a free-mafen, he would -

readily confefs, that the glorious precepts incul~

caréd in all regular lodges, are calculated in the

moft
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moft efpecial manner to fathion the mind to
goodnefs. In them it is ftrongly recommended
to us, to cultivate our feveral duties to Ged,
our neighbour, and ourfelves. To have fézitb
in God, hope in falvation, and charity for all
mankind ; ard yet it muft be.confeffed there are
fome, who have been initiated mafons, and who,
“to their eternal fbame, not only difregard our ex-
" cellent documents, but, to all' appearance, are
little inclined to regulate their conduét by them,
any longer than they are conftrained to do it ina
'lodgé; when, alas! the qualifications of a good
mafon would decorate the crown of the greateft
monarch. , .

As the rules of this fraternity have a diret
tendency to promote moral and focial virtue, let
us carcfully banifh from our breafts every incli-
nation, and avoid every practice, that might ob-
ftru&t this noble intention, ever being difpofed to
humane and friendly offices, and particularly to

" relieve the diftreffes of indigent brethren. The
royal Pfzlmift fays, in raptures, the bleffing of
bim that was ready to perifb came upon me, and I
caufed the widow’s beart to fing for joy. May we
therefore rejoice in every opportunity of ferving
and obliging each other, for in fuch exercifes we
anfwer one principal end of our inftitution,

X o n
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It is, and fhould be, the glory of every mem-
ber of #bis lodge, that our well regulated con-
duét has engaged us the efteem of every brother °
who has done us the honour of a vifit. Surely
then we ought never to be wanting in a chear-
ful performance of thofe duties which are fo con- .
ducive to the efablifbing that good name,
which we have endeavoured to merit.

For this laudable purpofe let me obferve, that
a due attendance at the lodge becomes abfolutely
requifite: For, by frequently affembling together
we fhall harmonize in fentiments, and grow in af-
fetion; and thus become fufficiently guarded
againft the difagreeable effets naturally refulting
from a roughnefs of behaviour, a comtemptuous
carriage, a cenforious difpofition, or a contra-
ditting temper, and unity, peace, and pleafure,
will prefide. Thefe will be the happy effects of
a due attendance on the lodge, and how far zhas
is the duty, as well as the intereft, of every mem-
ber, regularly admitted, his own heart can fuf-
ficiently tell him; his engagements on his initiation
‘were not {o infignificant as to be readily forgor,
and when duly confidered will, I hope, appear
too important to be trifled with, for, The Great
Architet of the Univerfe is our fupreme Grand
mafter, and He is—a fearcher of bearts.

In the next place permit me, worthy brethren,

to remind you of that v:peratlon and obedience,
- which
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which is due to the particular officers in the
lodge in their refpeétive ftations.  2ox well
. know that the internal, and not the external,
qualifications of a man, are what mafonry regards, -
when he is admitted a member. Let us then be
careful to juftify-ourfelves by a behaviour; to
Juperiors, fubmiflive ; to eguals, courteous and
affable; toinferiors, kind and condefcending.

MASONRY is the daughter of Heaven!
The Patronefs of the liberal arts and feiences,
which polith and adorn human nature : thankful
ought they to be who have it in their power to
embrace her, and bappy are thofe who do. Swe
teaches the way to content, with fervency and
zeal unfeigned, as fure of being unchangeable as
of ending in felicity.

Inve&cd as we are with that ancient and noble
badge, which yields preference to no honour or
order in the univerfe, let us detérmine to abhor
every at that may leflen the dignity of our profef-
fion, which to this hour is the glory of the greateft
men. on the face of the globe. Let us con-
form our whole lives to that great Light, the
Law of God, and let our ations convince
the world, that truth, brotherly-love, and a
defire to afford relief to the diftrefled, are the
grand Principles whercon we proceed. So that
chis life having paffed in the difcharge of our

' X 2 dutie
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duties as nien and free-mafons, we may at length
be received into the prefence of our S U-
PREME GRAND-MASTER and
rejoice in hearing him fay, Well done ye good
and faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of your
LORD. :

s |

n;{}() ;
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d Short CHAR GE, delivered to Brother

WiLrLiam WINSTON, o bis being invefied and
inftalled Right Worfhipful Mafter of the
ParLapian Lodge of Free and accepted
Mafons, in the Crty of HEREFORD, on the
Feftival of St. Joun the Evangelift, 4. L.
5767, A. D. 1767.

"By Bro. WELLINS CALCOTT, P. M.

Right Worfbipful S IR,

FXNSetk ™ Y the unanimous voice of the mems
B g bers of this lodge, you are elected

% to the mafterthip thereof for the en-

QX fuing half-year; and I have the
happmefs of being deputed to inveft

_you with this enfign of your office ; be it ever
in your thoughts, thag the ancients particularly

held this fmébol to bea jult, a ftriking emblem of -

the divinity. They faid, the cops, who are the
authors of every thing eftablithed in wifdom,
Srength, and beauty, were properly reprefented

by

\
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this figure *.  May you, worthy brothet, not
only confider it as a mark of honour in this af-
fembly, but alfo, let it ever remind you of your
duty both to Gop and Man. And as you pro-
fefs the facred valume to be your fpiritual treffel
board, may you make it your particular care to
fquare your life and converfation according to
the rules and deﬁgns laid down therein.

You have been of too long i’candmg, and are
too good a member of our community, to re-
quire #ow any information in the duty of your
office. 'What you have feen praife-wertby in
others, we doubt not you will imitate; and
what yau have feen defefzive, you will in your-
felf amend..

We have therefore the greateft reafon to ex-
pect you will be conftant and regular in your at- .
tendance on the lodge, faithful and diligent in the
difcharge of your duty : and that you will make
the honour of the fupreme architeét of the univerfe,
and the good of the craf?, chief objeéts of your
regard.

“We likewife truft you will pay a punttual
attention to the laws and regulations of this fociety,
as more particularly becoming your prefent

- ftation; and that you will at the fame time re-
quire a due obedience to them, from every other
member, well knowing that without £&is’ thc beft
of laws become ufelefs.

. Vide Praclus in Eycrip, Lib. XI. Def. 2 and 34. .
- Far
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For a pattern of imitation, confider the great
luminary of nature, - which, rifing in the eaf,
regularly diffufes light and luftre to all within
its circle. Inlike manner it is your province,
with due decorum, to fpread and communicate
light and inftruction to the brethren in the lodge.
From the knowledge we already have of your
~ zeal and abilities, we reft affured you will dif-
charge the duties of this important ftation in
fuch 3 manner, as will greatly redound to the
honour of yourfelf, as well as of thofe members
over whom you are elected to prefide.

\
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An ADDRESS to #he Same LODGE;
"By Brother . GAL C O TT,

Immediately after the Inveftiture and Inftalmeng
of the reft of the OFFICERS,

Wity BRETHREN, .

WX O Flatter myfelf there is no mafon of
my acquaintance infenfible of the

ﬁncere regard I ever had, and

@ XOX X hope ever to retain, for our vene-
rable inftitution; certain I am, if

~ this e{’cablifhment fhould ever be held in little
efteem by the members, it muft be owing to the
want of a due fenfe of the excellence of its prin-

ciples, and the falutary laws and focial duties on

which it is founded.

But fometimes mere curiofity, views of felf-
intereft, or a groundlefs prefumption, that the
principal bufinefs of a lodge is mirth and enter-
tainment, hath induced men of loofe principles
* and difcordant tempers to procure admiffion into
our
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our community, zbis together withanunpardonablg
inattention of thofe who propofed them, to their
lives and converfations have conftantly occafion-
ed great difcredit and uneafinefs to the crfzft,
fuch perfons being no ways qualified fo; a fociety
founded upon wifdom, and cemented by morality .

and Cbriftian-love. o
. Therefore let it be your peculiar care to pay
ftrict attention to the merit and charaer of thofe,
who, from among the circle of your acquaina
tance, may be defirous of becoming members
of our fociety, left through your inadvertency,
the unworthy part of mankiad fhould find means
to introduce themfelves among you, whereby
- you will difourage the reputable and worthy.
Self-love is a reigning principle in all men g
and there is not a more effe®tual method of
ingratiating ourfelves with each other, than by
mutual complaifance and refpe&t ; by agreement
(with each other) in judgment and pradtice. Fbis
makes fociety pleafing, and fréiendfbip durable
avbich can never be the cafe, when mens prins
ciples and difpofitions are appofite, and not
adapted fot unity, We muft be moved by the
fame paffions, governed by the fame inclinations,
and moulded by the fame morals, before we can
pleafe or be pleafed in fociety. No community or
place can make a man happy, who is not fur-
nifhed with a temper of mind to relith felicity.
The wife and royal grand mafter SoLomon tells
us,
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us, and experience confirms it, that, < the/ight
is fweet, "and a pleafant thing it is to behold the
Jun> Yet for this pleafure we are wholly in-
debted to that aftonithing piece of heavenly
workmanthip, the eye, and the feveral organs of
fight. Let the eye be diftempered, and all ob-
jets, which though they remain. the fame in
themfelves, to us lofe their beauty and luftre,
let the eye be ‘totally deftroyed, then the fenfe
which depends upon it, is /of alfo, and  the whole
body is full of darknefs. * So it is with that ma/on,
who has not a frame and temper of mind adapted
to our inftitution, without which the blended al-
lurements of pleafure and inftruction to be found
in a lodge, muft become taftelefs, and of none
effe®.  Likewife let his condui? and circum-
Bances in life be fuch, as may not have the leaft
tendency to diminith the credit of the fociety :
and be -ye ever difpofed to honour good men for
their virtues, and wife men for their knowledge :
Good men for propagating virtue and religion all
over the world, and wife men for encouraging
arts and {ciences, and diffufing them from eaft
to weft, and between north and fouth, rejeéting
all who are not of good repute, found morals, and
competent underflandings. Hence you will derive -
honour and happinefs to yourfelves, and drink
deeply of thofe ftreams of felicity, which the
unenlightened never can be indulged with a tafte
“of, ' S A .
| ‘ - For-
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- For by thefe means excefs and irregularity muft
. be ftrangers within your walls. On fobriety -
your pleafure depends, on regularity your repu-
' tation, and not your reputation only, but the re-
putation of the whole body. \

Thefc general cautions, if duly attended to,
will continually evince your wifdom by their ef-
fe@ts, for I can with confiderce aver from expe-
rience, that nothing more contributes to the Jif
Jolutions of a lodge, than too great a number of .
members * indifcriminately made ; want of re-
gulation in their expences, and kecpmg unfea-.
fonable hours.

To guard abainﬂ: this fatal confequence we
fhall do well to cultivate the following virtues,
viz. prudence, temperance, and frugality, Virtues
which are the beft and propereft fupports of
every community. \

Prudence is the queen and guide of all other
virtues, the ornament of our actions, the fguare
and rule of our affairs. It is the knowledge and
choice of thofe things we muft either approve

* Tt would be as abfurd to imagine, that happinefs is
found in a numerous lodge, where the members are indifcri-
minately admitted, as to think that true greatnefs confifts in
fize and dimenfions ; for as Mr. Pope obferves, *“ Let an
edifice be ever fo vaft, unlefs the parts relate to each other
ip harmony, the monflrous abole will be but a clufter of Jitt/e-

m¢/es unnaturally crowded together.
: ' Y 2 or
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bf tejedt s and mp]xcs to confult and defiberate

well, to judge and refolve well, to conduét and
execute well.

Temperance confifts in the government of our
appetites and affections, fo as to ufe the good
things of this life as not to abufe them, either
cy afordid and nagrateful parﬁmc»:r., v the cone
hand, or a };n,hx"* Tad prodiy §induluence o
excefs, on the other. Tl/s vitee heo oy
powerful arguments in its favours; for, as o=
value our health, wealth, reputaticn, family,
and friends, our charater, as men, as Chrifti=n:,
as members of fociety in gemerc!, and as rrre-
MASONS in particular, all confpire to call on us
for the exercife of tbis virtue ; in fhort, it com-
prehends a ftrit obfervance of the apoftles ex-
hortation; “ Be ye temperate in all things ;”
not only avoiding what is in itfelf smproper, "but

alfo; whatever has the leaft or moft remote ap- -

pearance of impropriety, that the tongue of the

flanderer may be ftruck dumb and malcvolcncc o

difarmed of its fting, Y

Frugality, the natural affcciate of prudence
and temperance, is what the meaneft ftation ne-
ceffarily calls for, the moft exalted cannot dif-
pence with, It is abfolutely requifitein a// fta-
tions: it is highly neceffary to the fupporting

every defireable charater, to the eftablithment
“of every fociety, to the intereft of cvery indivi-

dual in the community. It is a moral, it is a
’ Chriftian

L
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Chriftian virtue. It implies the firict obferva
tion of decorum in the feafons of relaxation,
and of every enjoyment, and is that temper of
mind which is difpofed to employ every acqui-
fition only to the glory of the giver, our own

- happinefs, and that of our fellow-creatures.

+ If we fail not in the exercife of zbefe virtues
(which are effential fupports of every lodge of
FREE and AccepTED Masons) they will effectu-
ally fecure us from thofe unconftitutional prac-
tices, which have proved fo fatal to #kis fociety,
For prudence will difcover the abfurdity and folly
of expetting true harmony, without due atten-
tion to the choice of our members. . Temperance
will check every appearance of excefs, and fix

~ rational limitations to our hours of enjoyment.

And frugality will profcribe extravagance, and
keep our expences within proper bounds.
The Lacedemonians had a law among them,

- that every cne fhould ferve the gsds with as little

expence as he could, herein differing from all *
other Grecians; and Lycurcus being afked for
what reafon he made this inftitution, fo difagree-
able to the fentiments of all other men? anfivered,
Left at any time the fervice of the gods fhould
be intermitted ; for he feared, if religion fhould
be as expenfive there as in other parts of Greece,
it might fometime or other happen that the di-
vine worfhip out of the covetonfiefs of. fome, and
the po'ver{y of others, would be neglected. This

ob-

e ‘ R '\ﬁ*:
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ebfervation will hold equally good with refpeét

to mafons, and wﬂl, I hope, by them be properly
applied.

I would not be underftood here to mean, that
becaufe thefe three moral virtues are particularly
pointed out, as eflentially neceflary to the good
difcipline and fupport of a Jodge, nothing more
is required, for focial muft be united with moral
excellencies ; was aman to be merely prudent,
temperate and frugal, and yet be unaccuftom-
ed to the duties of humanity, fincerity, gene-
rofity, &c. he would be at moft but a afelys,
if not a wortblefs member of fociety, and a much
worfe majon.

In the next place permit me to remind you,

that a due attendance on the lodge for your own

improvement, and the reputation of mafonry in
general is abfolutcly neceffary; for your own
improvement, becaufe the advantages naturally
refulting from the pradtice of principles therein
taught, are the higheft ornantent of human na-
ture; and for the credit of the community, be-
caufe it is your mdlfpenﬁble duty to fupport
fuch a chara&er in life as is there enjoined.
The prevalency of good example is great, and no
language is fo expreflive as a confiffent life and
converfation ; #befe once forfeited in the mafonic
charatter, will diminith a man, not only in the
efteem of pcrfons of fenfe, learning, and probity,

but
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- but even men of inferior qualities will feldom fail
of making a proper diftin¢tion.

You are well acquainted, that the envious and
cenforious are ever difpofed to form their judg-
‘merits of mankind according to their conduct in
public life, fo when the members of our fociety
defert their body, or difcover any inconfiffency in
‘their pra&ice with their profeffion, they contri-
bute to bring an odium on a profeffion, which
it is the duty of every member highly to honour.
-Indeed inftances of the condu&t here decried, I
own are very rare, and I might fay, as often as
they do happen tend ftill more to difcover the
malignity of our adver(aries than to reflect on
ourfelves. For, with what ill-nature are fuch
fuggeftions framed ? How weak muft it appear
in the eye of difcernment, to condemn e wbole
fociety for the irregularity of a few individuals®.

Bur to return to my argument; ome great
caufe of ' abfenting onrfelves from the lodge, 1 ap-
prehend to be #bis. The want of that grand
fundamental principle, - brozberly-loye! Did we
properly cultivate this Chriftian virtue, we fhould

* Though there fhonld be fiee-mafons who cooly and
without agitation of mind, /eem to have divefted themfelves
of all affection and efteem for the craft ; we only fee there-
by the effe@s of an exquifite and inveterate depravation,
for the principle is almoft always preferved, though its efe
fe€ts feem to'be totally loft,

think
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think ourfelves happieft when affembled toge-
ther. On unity in affeition, wunity in government
fubfifts ; for whatever draws men into  Jocisties,
it is tbat only can cement them.

Let us recolle& that Jove is the new and greateft
commandment; all the others are fummarily
comprehended in ¢bis. It is the fulfilling of the
-Jaw, and a neceffary qualification for the celefiial
lodge, where the fupreme architect of the univerfe
prefides, who islove. Faith, kope, and charity
are three’ principal graces, by which we muft be
gulded thither, of which charity, or umiverfal-
love, is the chief, when faith fhall be fwallowed

up in vifion, and Abope in enjoyment, then true -

d;arily, or brotberly-love, will fhine with the
brighteft luftre to all ezernity.

< Shall fand before the boft of beaven confeft,
& For ever bleffing, and for ever blep.”
, PRIOR on xiiith. ch. Cor.

On the other hand, envy, pride, cenforionf-
nefs, malice, revenge, and - difcord, - are the’
productions of a diabolical difpofition. Thefe
are epidemical diforders of the mind, and if not
fcafonably corretted and fupprefled will prove
very pernicious to particular communities, and
~ more efpecially to fuch an eftablithment as curs,

Now there is nothing fo diametrically oppofite
to them, and fo powerful an antédote againft them
as charity, or wue brotherly-leve ; for inftance,

are
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ate we tempted to envy, charity guards the mind
againft it, charity envieth not. Are we tempted
by pride f charity yaunteth not itfelf, is not puf-
fed up. ‘Where tbis virtue is predominant, bu-
pslity is both its companion and its delight ; for,
the charitable an puts on bowels of mercy,
kindnefs, lowlinefs of mind. It is a certain re-
medy likewife againtt all cenforioufigfs: Charity
thinketh no evil, but believeth all things, hopeth
2ll things, will ever incline us to believe -and
hope the beft, efpecially of ‘@ brother,
THEREFORE fc): a conftant exercife of thig
Lhrifiap virtye, fo effential to our prefent and
future happinefs, prove our great efteem fos it,
and by its influence upon our lives and actions
teftify to the world the cultivation of it amongft
us, that they who zbink or fpeat eyil of us, may
“be thereby confounded and put to open fhame,
~Andas it was a proverbial expreflion among the
enemies of Cbriftianity in its infancy, & See how
thefe Cbriftians love one another,” may the fame
with equal propriety be faid of free-mafons. This
will convince the fcoffer and flanderer, that we are
lovers of Him, who faid, If ye love me keep my com-
mandments ; and, this is my commandment, that ye
Jove one amother as I bave loved you. ‘This will
Pprove to our enemies, that a good mafon is a good
‘man, and agood Chriftian, and afford ourfelves
the greateft comfort bere by giving us a well-
grounded hope of admittance into a lodge of
. | Z Eyers

i
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everlafting felicity bereafter " Trus fhall our in-
ihtutlon be enabled to repel the deftructive power
of time, the ftrongeft arm of calumny, and the
fevereft ftrokes of reproacb till that great and im-
portant day, when the commiffioned arch-angel
ihall pronounce this awfu/ fentence, .

& Earth Ye dzﬂblv’d with alf the warlds on bigh,
¢ And time e ltyi in wji eternity.”

OGILVIE.
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A CHARGE, delivered to the Members of the

Union Lobge, regularly conflituted and beld
at the Union Punch Houlfe, Prmccs Street,
Bnﬁ:ol A L. 5767,

By Brother ALEXANDER SHEDDEN,
Right Worthipful Matfter. .

1

My Worthy BRETHRE N,
§§§ HIS being our fecond quarterly

mcctmg, fince I had the honour to

$° fit in this chair, I embrace the op-

%-3’:{ pottunity again to return you my
fincere thanks for that honour, and

to affure youI am determined, to the utmoft of
fny power, to execute the great truft which you
continue to repofe in me, with freedom, fervency
and zeal. That I may be enabled fo to do, let
us unanimoufly concur in cultivating peace,
. harmony, and perfe& friendfhip, ftriving who
fhall excel in brotherly-love and benignity ; then
I doubt not but with the affiftance of my brother
oﬁiccrs, I may be enabled to conduct the bufi-
Z 2 nefs
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nq‘.‘r of the lodge, anddlfcharge wy duty o your
fatisfation.

To accompliﬂi thefe defireable ends, let me int
the firft place intreat your ftriét attention to our
by-latws, ever keeping in view the general regula«
tions, conftitutions, and orders of our ancient:
and honourable fociety; Let due regard be paid
to your officers in their refpedtive ftations; whofe
duty it is to regulate the proceedings of thelodge,
and to carry the laws into execution, and may
the only contention amengft us be, a laudable
emulation in cuhtivating the royal att, and en-

- deavouring to excel each other in whatever is

good and great. The moral and focial duties of
life we fhould make a principal fubject of con-
templation, for thereby we fhall be enabled to

~ {ubdue our paffiens, and cultivate fraternal af.

feétion, the glory and cement of this inftitution,
laying afide all malise, and all giile and byporrifies,
gnd envies, and all evil-fpeakings ; manifefting owé
love one to another, for ¢ Love is of God; and he
<« that loveth God, loveth his brother alfo. And,
¢ he that faith he is in the /ight, and hateth his
% brother, is in darkne/s until now.”

Suffer nothing to be heard within the facred
walls of this lodge, but the heavenly founds of
truth, peace and concord, with a chearful harmo-

hy of focial and innocent mirth; and, “ be ye

% like-minded; having the fame love, being of
% gne accord and of ome mind ; let nothing be
¢ done

.
- oty
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% dane through firife or vain-glory, but in low= -
¢ linefs of mind, let each efteem other better
¢ than themfelves.” Never give caufe for it to
be faid, that we who are folemnly connetted by
the ftricteft laws of emity, thould ever omit the'
practice of ’forkarame, and allow our paflions to .
¢ontroul us, when one great end propofed by our
mecting hereis, to fubdue them:. Let us not fi¢
down contented with the name only of 4 mafon,
but walk wosthy of that glorious profeffion, in
conftant conformity to its duties. To becomd
brethren worthy of our meft ancient and honoura
able inftitution, we muft devote ourfelves to the
ftudy and difcharge of the following duties,
. which are more or lefs within the reach of every
capacity, viz, 2 knowledge of the myfterious
problems, hieroglyphics, and fymbolical cuftoms
and ceremonies of the royal art, together with
the origin, nature, and defign of the inftitution,
its figns, tokens, &c. whereby mafons are unis ,
verfally known to, and can converfe with each
other, though born and bred-in different coun.
tries and languages.

A free- mafow muft likewife be a good man, one
who duly fears, loves, and ferves his heavenly
mafter, and in imitation of the operative mafon,
who erecls a temporal building according to the
ruies and defigns laid down for him, by the maf-
ter mafon, on bis treflel-board, raifes a fpiritual

. building, according to the laws and inj\m&ion;
lai
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laid down by the fupreme architest of the univerfs

in the dook of life, which may juftly be con-
fidered in this light, as a fpiritual treffel board.
" He fuft honour the king, and bé fubordinate
to his fupetiors, and ever réady to ptomote the
deferving brothet in all his lawful employments
and concerns. ‘Thefe, my brethren, are qua-
Tifications of a govd mafon, wherefore they merit
our peculiar attention; and, 1s it is our duty
we thould make it our pleafure to pra&tice them,
by fo doing we fhall let our light thine before
men, and prove ourfelves worthy members of
that inftitution, which ennobles all who conforin
" to its moft glorious precepts. R
Finally, let me advife you to be very circum-
fpec, and well guarded againft the bafe attempts
of pretenders, always fetting a watch before your
mouth. And with refpe& to any who may call
themfelves mafons, but (poffefling refrattory
fpirits) are at the fame time enemies to all order,
decency, and decorum, {peaking and acting as
rebels to the conflitution of mafons in this king-
dom, let me exhort you to have no conne@ion

with them, but according to the advice of St..

P avr, to the Theflalonians, ¢ withdraw yourfelves
«« from every brother that walketh difordetly,”
leaving fuch to the natural confequence of their
own bad conduc@ ; being well affured, that the
vain fabric, which tbey mean to erect; - having
ho other fupport than their own ignorance, debili«

‘ : b,
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.y, and deformity, will of itfelf foon tumble to the
ground, with thame and ruin on the builders
heads. On the other hand, let us live in firict
amity and fraternal love with all ju# and upright
brethren, that we may fay with the royal Plalnift,
< Behold how good, and how pleafant itis, for
« brethren to dwell together in unity.”

Let GO D’s holy word be the guide of our
faith; and, juflice,' charity, love apd mercy,
our, charaétenﬁlcks then we may reafcnab1y
hope to attain the cceleftial pafs-word, and gain
admittance into the lodge of our fup~eme grand
mafler, where pleafures flow for evermore. ‘This
is rhe fervent prayer of him who glories in-the
name of a faithful-mafon, and has the honour
to be matter of this right worihipful_lodgc.

Y be



The following ADDRESS was delivered,
by the Rev. Mr. Henrv CuaLuzzs, P. M,
in the Lodge of Perfe& Friendthip, m;ﬁmd
and’ beld in the town of Chelmsford, in the
County of Effex, on the Feftival of St. Joun
the Baptift, 4. L. 5767. +On which occafion
a Sermon &ad alfo been preached in tbe forenoon
2y the Rev, Mr. Panting, ’

Rt. Worfbipful Maper, and worthy Bretbren,

}f?zxm Defire to entertain each other with
§ A § focial, virtuous and chearful fenti-
)ﬂ&;’ J©% ments, is the duty as well as the
S XRROK happinefs of every member of our

ancient and honourable fociety, '
Animated by brotherly good-will (which I
hope is deeply engraved on the heart of every
free-mafon,) permif me tQ congratulate you on
the return of this feftival, thus refpectfully cele-
brated by a lodge wherein I have had the honour
to prefide :—a lodge in its infancy diftinguifhed
for its regularity and choice of its members 3
' but
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but, under thé prudent conduct of cur prefent *
gnardion, flourifhing beyond expetation; and by
his afliduity and care, honoured with the ad-
dition of many illuftrious and worthy - bre-
thren. : )
* Happy am 1 likewife to fee 4l the offices this
day fupported by brethren, who I am perfuaded
want neithér inclination or abilities, to recoms
mend and enfotce whatever may be found necef-
fary to maintain the univerfal reputation of the
inftitution, and 'particularly the felicity of this

" Yodge.

Our reverend brother in his ingenious dif-
courfe this morning judicioufly expatiatéd on

 thofe glorious principles, on which our royal art
is founded, and proved its dafis ftill to be firm and

permanent.  Let it be out peculiar care, as it is
our indifpenfible duty, not to undertnine it by
any inattention, omiffion, or irregularity.

- Knowledge (which is attained bydiligence) muft
précede pracice, and till we know a duty, it is

- itnpofible for us to difcharge it. Thé lodge is

the propereft {chool wherein we can expe& to ar-

_rive at any proficiericy in our noble fcience, .and

by a conftant and regular attendance bere, we
iay hope to -become mafters of the foyal art;

b

.

. " ® Joa Reynolds, E(g; coroner of .the connty of Efex. '

Aa whereas
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whereas the neglect of this duty ‘can produce
nought but ignorance and errer. Indeed! were
thefe the only coniequences of a wilful or in- .
dolent abfence, the craft might not fuffer much
by fuch lukewarm brethren; but I am forry ta
fay this-is not all, the eye of the cenfurer is
ever upon us, and the lips of the fammerer
fpeak plainly againft us, and whén the members.

- of our fociety defert the body, the unenlight-.

ened are ever ready to impeach the harmony
and improvement which we profefs and know
to be the infeparable companions of every well
regulated lodge, where vértue finds a real plea-'
fure, and vicea juft abhorrencc

Let us therefore be ever vigilant in the dit-
charge of our duty, and particularly afliduous in
cultivating thofe grand effentials of our con-
ftiturion, brotberly-la‘ve, beneficence, and  truth.
Thus we fhall be always happy in affembling,
together.  Thus will our lodge fhine with
undiminithed luftre, even as long as the ra-
Qxant fun fhall rife in the eaft to gild our days,
and thc pale moon appear to illuminate -our
mghts Thus fupported by wifdom, ftrength,

‘and beauty; aderned with peace, . plenty, . and

harmony 3 cemented by fecrecy, morality, and

fgood-fellowfhlp, what has it to fear? Let the

tides—of time-and chance beat againft its wallsy
the gufts of malice affault its tow’ring height,
C ‘ ‘ its
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its all in vain! Still fhall the noble ftruture
Jirmly ftand, and only be diffolved when the
pillars of the univerfe fhall be fhaken, and,
< the great globe itfelf, yea, all which it mhent,

« ihall like the bafelefs fabric of a v1ﬁon, leave’
“ not awreck behind.”

Aaa : Tbe



DEEANSDEEANY mmm'a
WQWW&WWW

A

The following ADD RE S S was delivered in
a Lodge of Free aND AccEpTED MaAsoNs,
immediately aft;r the EXPULéION of a Mem-
ber who bad been repeatedly, but in vain; ad-
manifbed for the illiberal prattice of backbiting
and flandering bis BRETHREN.

BRETHREN,

)ﬁbd'!ﬁ"ﬁ S in ALL numerous bodies and focie-
ties of men, fome grworthy will ever
S be found it can be no wonder, that
PO noththﬁandmg the excellent prin-
ciples and valuable precepts, laid down and in-
culcated by our venerable inftitution, we have
Juch amongft #s: men! who, inftead of being
ornaments_or ufeful members of our body, Iam

forry to fay, are a fbame and difgrace to it.
Thefe are fufficiently charalterized by a natural
propenfity to backkite and flander their brethren,
- vices | truly deteftable in all men, and more
peculiarly fo in Free-Masons, who by the
regulations of their inftituticn, are fpecially ex-
horted and enjoined ¢ to fpeak as well of a bro-
ther

A
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ther if abfens as prefeat 3 to defend his honour
and reputation wherever attacked, ‘as far as truth
and juftice will permit: and where they cannot
reafonably vindicate him, at leaft to refram from
contributing to condemn him,”

But alas | regardlefs of their duty in general
and of thefe laudable injun&ions in particular,
we frequently find fuch men affiduoufly employ-
ed in #raducing the charalers of their brethreny
and inftead of rejoicing at their good fortune,
pitying their misfortune, and apolo‘gizing for
their weaknefles and errors, envying their pro-
fperity, and (unaffe@ed by their adverfity)
with a fecret and malicious pleafure exploring
and publithing their defeéts and failings ; like
-tradag veffels they pafs from place to place, re-
ceiving and difcharging whatever caLumny they
can procure from others, or invent themfelves.

As we have juft now had a mortifying inftance
of the neceffary confequence of fuch 44z con-
duét, in the expuifion of one of our own mem-
bers, permit me to deliver to you fome fenti- -
ments of the great Archbithop TiLLoTsoN * on
the fubject. He affigns various caufes of this
evil, and alfo furnifhes direftions, which if ad-
hered to, will greatly conmbutc to prevent and
- remedy it '

- ® Vide his fermon ¢n Evn.-Su)wwc.

“If
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« If we confider the caufes of this evil practife,
we fhall find one of the moft common is ilf-na-
ture; and by a general miftake, ill-nature paf-,
feth far wit, as cunning doth for wifdom ; though.
intruth they are as different as vice and virtze. .

~ “ There is no greater evidence of the bad
temper of mankind, than their pronenefs to evil-:
Jpeaking. For as our Saviour faith, Out of. the
abundance of the beart the mouth [peaketh, and-
therefore we commonly incline to the ccni'onous
and uncharitable fide.” - ‘

-« The good fpoken of others we eafily forget,
or feldom mention, but the cvil lies uppermoft in
our memaries, and is ready to be publithed upon. .
all occafions 3 nay, what is more ill-natured and
unjuft, tho’ many times we do not believe it our-
felves, we tell it to others, and venture it to be
believed according to thc charity of thofe to
whom itis told.”

<« Another caufe of the frequency of this vice!
is, That many are fo bed themfelves. For tothink -
and fpeak ill of others is not only a 444 thing,
but a fign of a bad man. When men are bod
themfelves they are glad of any opportunity to
cenfure others, and endeavour to bring things to
alevel ; hoping it will be fome juftification of
their own faules, if they can but make others-
appear equally guilty.”

‘ « A third cauie of evil-fpeaking is malzce and
~ revenge.  When we are blinded by our paffions
~ we

~
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we do not confider what is true, but what is
mifchievous ; we care not whether the evil we
fpeak be true or not; nay, many are fo bafe
as to ‘invent and raife falfe reports, on purpofe
to blaft the reputations of thofe by whom they
think themfelves injured. - This is a disbelical
temper ; and therefore St. James tells us, that
the flanderer’s tongue is fet on ﬁre of bell” o

“ A fourth caufe of this vice is envy. Men
look with an evil eye upon the good that is in
others, and do what they can to difcredit their
commendable qualities 3 thinking their own .cha-
racter leflened by tbem, they greedily entertain,
and induftrioufly pubhfh what may raife them-
felves upon the ruins of other men’s Teputa-
tion.”

« A fifth caufe of evil fpeaking is impertinence
and curigfity 5 an itch of talking of affairs which
do not concern us. Some love to mingle them-
felves in all bufinefs, and are loth to feem ignorant
of fuch important news as the faults and follies
of men; therefore with great care they pick up
ill ftories to entertain the next company-they
meet, not pethaps out of malice, but for want
of fomething better to talk of.” '

- ¢ Laflly, many do this out of wantonne/}, and
for diverfion ; fo little do they confider z man’s
reputation is too great and tender a concern to
be jefted with; and that a flanderous tongue
bites like a ferpent, and cuts like a fword. What
. can
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¢an be fo barbarous, next to fporting with 4

man’s life, as to play with his honour and good

name, which to fome is better than life ?*

Such, and fo bad, are the caufes of thig
vice. '
-« If we confider its pernicious effests we fhall
find, that to fuch as aré flandered it is a great in-

- jury, tommonly a bigh prevocation, but always

matter of Grief.”

« Itis certainly 4 great infary, and if the evil
which we fay of them be not true, it is an snjury
beyond reparation. It is an injary that defcends

to a man’s children; becaufe the good or ill |

name of the father is derived down to them,
and many times the beft thing he has to leave

them is an unblemifbed vircue. And do we maké

no confcience to rob his innocent children of the
beft part of this fmall patrimony, and of all the
kindnefs that would have been done them for
their father’s fake, if his reputation had not
been fo underfervedly ftained ? Is it no crime by
the breath of our mouth at once to blaft'a man’s
reputation, and to ruin his children perhaps to
all pofterity ? Can we jeft with fo ferious a mat-
ter? gn injury fo very hard to be repented of
as it ought; becaufe, in fuch a cafe, no 7e-
pentance will be acceptable without reftitution, if
in our power.”

¢« Even
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« Even fuppofe the matter of the flander true,
yet no man’s reputation is confiderably ftained,
though never fo defervedly, without great hurt
to him; and it is odds but the charge, by paf-
fing through feveral hands, is aggravated be-
yond truth, cvcry one bemg apt to add fomcthmg
to it.”

< Befides the injury, itis commonly a bigh pro-
vocation; the confequences of which may be
dangerous and defperate quarrels. One way or
other the injured perfon will hear of it, and will
take the firft opportunity to revenge it.” "

« At beft, it is always matter of gréief to the
perfon that is defamed, and chriffianity, which is -
the beft natured m{’atutronm the world, - forbids
us to do thofe things threby we may grzwe one
another.”

A man’s charafer is a tender thing, and a -
wound zhere {inks deep into the fpirit even of a
~ wife and a good man; and the more innocent
any man is in this refpe&, the more fenfible he
is of this uncharitable treatment; becaufe he
never treats others fo, nor is he confcious- to '
himfelf that he hath deferved it.

““To ourfelves the confequences of this vice
are as bad or worfe. He that accuftoms himfelf
to fpeak evil of others, gives a bad chara&er to
himfelf, even to thofe whom he defires to pleafe,
who, if they be wife, will conclude that he

Bb ' fpeaks
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fpcaks of them to others, as he does of othcrs to
them.”

g And this prattice of evil- -fpeaking may be in-
convenient many other ways. For, who knows

in the chance of things, ‘and the mutability of

human affairs, whofe kindnefs he may ftand in

need of before he dies ? fo, that did a'man only.

confiidg his own fafety ‘and quiet, he ought to
refrain from evil-fpeaking.”

« How cheap a kindnefs is it to fpeak well at
leaft not to fpeak #/ of others. A good word is
an eafy obligation, but not. to fpeak ill requires
erily our filence. Some inftances of charity are
chargeable ; but were a man never fo covetous

he might afford another his good word ; at leaft -

he might refrain frond fpeaking ill of him, efpe-

cially if it be confidered, how dear many have -

paid for.a flanderous and reproachful word.”
% No quality ordinarily recommends one more
to the favour of men, than to be free from this
wice, Such a man’s friendfhip every one defires ; ;
and, next to piety and. righteoufnefs, nothing is
thought 'a greater commendation, than that he
was never or very rarely heard to fpcak ill of
.my
- Let every.man lay his hand upon his heart,
and gonfider how himfelf is apt to be affected
with this ufage. Nathing fure is more equal and
‘rcafonable than that known vule, Wbhat thou
wouldf

-
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would/} batve no man do to tbce, that ds thou to mo
man.”

« The following dérestions, if duly obferved,
will greatly contribute to the prevextion and cure
of this great evil.”

“ Never fay any evil of another, but what
" you certainly know. .

« Whenever you poﬁuvcly accufe a M of
any crime, thcugh it be in private and among
friends, fpeak as if you were upon your eatb,
becaufe GOD fees and hears you. This, not
only charity but juftice demands of us. He that
eafily credits a falfe report is almoft as culpable
.as the firft inventor of it. Therefore never
fpeak evil of any upon gommon fame, which,
for the moi’c part is falfe, but almoft always ug-
certain.’

¢ Before you fpeak evil of another, conﬂder
~whether- he hath not sbliged you -by fome, real
kindnefs, and then it is a bad turn to fpe,ak il
of him who hath done you good, Confider alfo,
whether you may not come hereafter to be ac-
quainted wich him, related to him, or in want
of bis favour whom you have thus injured?
and whether it may not be in his power torevenge
a fpiteful and needlefs word, by a fhrewd turn ?
fo that if a man made no confcience of hurting
others, yet he thould in prudence have fome con-
fideration of himfelf.” .

Bb 2 g Dct



« Let'us accuftom ourfelves to be truly forry
for the faults of men, and then we fhall take no
pleafure in publifhing them. Common humanity
requires this of us, confidering the great infirmi-
ties of our nature, and that we alfo are liable to
be tempted ; confidering likewife how fevere a
* punifhment every crime is to itfelf, how terribly
it exjtafeth a man to the wrath of God, both here
and hereafter.”

"« Whenever we hear any man evxl fpoken of
" if we have heard any good of him, let us fay zbat.
It is always more bumane and more bonourable
“to vindicate others, than to accufe them. Were

" it neceffary that-a man fhould be evil fpoken of, : |

his good and bad quadities fhould be reprefented
together, ‘otherwife Xe may be ftrangely mifre-

prefented, and an indifferent man may be made 3

a monfler.”

* They that will obferve nothing in a wife
man, but his overfights and follies ; nothing in
a good but his failings and infirmities, may ren-
der both defpicable. Should we heap together
all the paffionate fpeeches, all the 1mprudent

" a&tions of the beft man, and prefent them all at
one ViCW, concealing his virtues, he, in this dif-
guife, would look like 2 mad-man or fury; and

" yet if his life were fairly reprefented in the man-

" ner it'was led, he would appear to all the world
to be an admirable and excellent perfon. But

* how numerous foever any man’s ill-qualities are, "

it



\ ( 189 )
itis but juft that he fhould have due praxfe of his
few real virtues.”

. « That you may not /peak ill, do not dehght'
in bearing it of any. Give no countenance to
~ bufy-bodies: if you cannot dcccntly reprove
them becaufe of their quality, divert the dif-
courfe fome other way ; or by feeming &to
mind it, fignify that you do not like it.””

¢« Let every man mind his own duty and con-
cern. - Do but endeavour in good earneft. to
. mend yourfelf, and it will be work enough, and
leave you little time to talk of others.”

In the foregoing Sentiments, the BAckBITER
and SLaNDERER may fee %imfelf fully, repre-
fented as in a true mirrour ; and deteftable as the
fpe&acle naturally appears, much more fo does
it feem when mafonically examined. May all
Juch therefore contemplate the mature and confe-
quences of this abominable vice, and that they
may ftill become wortby ‘men and  mafons, let
them conftantly pray with the royal P/almift,
(Pfal. cxli.) Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth,
keep thou the door of my lips ; being affured of their
encouragement, that, He wbo backbiteth not
with bis tongue, nor doeth evil to bis neighbour, nor
taketh up a reproach againft bis meighbour, fhall
abide in the tabernacle of the Lord, and fball dwell
in bis boly-bill,

4
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4 Short CHARGE generally given to mto
admitted Brethren,

“~

OU are now admitted by the una-
nimous confent of our lodge, a fel-
low of our moft ancient and ho-
nourable fociety ; ancient, as hav-

ing fubfifted from time immemorial, and ho-
nourable, as tendiqg‘in every particular to render
a man fo, that will be but conformable to its
glorious precepts. The greateft monarchs in all
‘ages, as well of Afia and Africa as of Europe,
have been encouragers of the royal art, and
many of them have prefided as grand mafters
over the mafons in their refpectivedominions ; not
.thinking it any diminution of their imperial dig-
nities to level themfelves with their brethren in
“mafonry, and to act as they did. The world’s
great architett is our fupreme mafter, and the
unerring rule he has given us, is that by which -
we work. Religious difputes are never fuffered
in the lodge, for, as free-mafens, we only purfue
the univerfal religion of nature : This is the ce-
ment which unites men of the moft different
prin-

.



( 191 )
principles in one facred band, and brings toge-
ther thofe who were the moft diftant from one
another,.

There are ¢three general heads of duty, which
mafons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God,
our neighbours, and ourfelves. To God, in

. never mentioning his name but with that reve-
rential awe which becomes a creature to. hs#® to
his creator 3 and to look upon him always as the
fimmum bonum which we came into the world to
enjoy :- And according to that view to regulate
all our purfuits. To our meighbours, in alting
upon the fguar¢, or doing as we would be done
by. To ourfelves in avoiding all intemperances

- and excefies, whereby we 1pay be led into a be-
haviour unbecoming our laudable profeflion.

In the fiate, 2 mafon is to ack as a peaceable and
dutiful fubjet, conforming chearfully to the
government under which he lives : he is to pay

. a due deference to his fuperiors, and from his
inferiors he is rather to receive honour with fome
reluance than to extort it; he is to be a man.

" of benevolence and charity, not fitting down
contented while his fellow-creatures (but much
more his brethren) are in want, and it is in his
power, without prejudicing himfelf or family,
to relieve them. In the ldge he is to behave -

. with all due decorum, left the beauty and har-
mony thereof fhould be difturbed and broke.

. He is to be obedient to the mafter and prefiding
' of-
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officers, and to apply himfelf clofely to the bu-
finefs of mafonry, that he may fooner become a
proficient therein, both for his own credit, and
for that of the lodge. He is not to neglec his
neceflary avocations for the fake of mafonry, -nor
to involve himfelf in quarrels with thofe who
through ignarance may fpeak evil of, or ridicule
it “Rc is to be a lover of the arts and fciences
and to take all opportunities of improving him-
felf therein. If he recommends a friend to be
made a mafon, he muft vouch him to be fuch
as he really believes will conform to the aforefaid
duties : left by his mifcondut at any time the
lodge fhould pafs under fome evil imputations.

~ Nothing can prove rgore fhocking to all faithful

mafons, than to feaany of their brethren pro-
fane, or break through the facred rules of their
order, and fuch as cando it they with had never
Becn admitted.

X;(W%W
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A CHAR GE delivered by Brother TuoMmAs
FrencH, G.S. at the initiation of a Free-N#fon.

BROTHER,
$%y EIN G now regularly initiated into

B this fociety, peymit me to offer to
your ferious confideration, thofe vir-
%.

sues that will always diftinguith you
+ among men, efpecially mafons. )
The Holy Scriptures, the ftandard of truth, and
- the unerring diCates of an unerring Being, I
would recommend as the primary obje& of your
attention. : :
' Next, a general, an unlimited regard for men
_of wvirtue, bomour and integrity, howfoever dif-
tinguithed by private perfuafion ; mafonry wifely
removes. fuch diftin@tions, and by uniting all
- countries, fets and principles into one infepara-
‘ble band of affection, conciliates true friendfhip,
‘and effeCtuates the noble purpofe of making each
otheg happy, and rejoicing in each other's feli-
- ocry. a
c Cc Hence
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Hence difputes on religion and politics are

never fuffered to interrupt the friendly inter-

courfe of our regular affemblies—Thefe are de- -

figned to improve the mind, corret the morals
and reform the Judgmcnt

Your experience in life, has no doubt made fa- .

miliar go you the shree great duties of morality ;
to God ; your neighbour; and yourfelf ; which I
hope your new charalter as a free-mafon, will
ftill more deeply imprint upon your mind, and
render your condué? not only regular and uni-
form, but in every other refpect agreeable to
the dignity of this laudable profeflion.

As a mafon you are chearfully to conform
to the governmente under which’ you live;.

to confider the intereft of the community as

.your own; and be ready on all occafions to give -

proofs of loyalty to your fovereign, and affetion
to your country.
Benevolence and charity, being the renowned

characeriftics of mafonry, you are to cherifh -

and promote ; and though you ought ever libe-

rally to contribute to alleviate the miferies of®
the wretched, yet you are more particularly to-
extend your pity to'a poor drother, whofe un--

happy circumftances may oblige him to folicit
your friendly afliftance ; ever remembering that

period of yovrlife, when you was introduced into -
‘mafonry, ***** on which, if you but far a mo-

ment reflect, it cannot fail making you {o far sene-
\ volent
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wolent as never to fhut your ear unkindly to the
complaints of the wretched. Butwhen a poor 4ro-
 ther is opprefled by want, you will in a particular
manner liften to bis fufferings with attention,
in confequence of which, pity will flow from
your brcaft, and Relxcf according to your ca-
pacity.
" The folemnity of our ceremonies, will ever
require - from you a  ferious deportment, and
ftri® attention to the elucidating of thofe em-
blems and hieroglyphics under which our my-
v fteries are couched.

And. as order and regularity cannot fail to
render permanent the harmony of this lodge,
it is expected you will be obedient to the mafter
and prefiding officers, and e particularly care-
ful never to introduce any difcourfe that may
tend to violate your charatter as a gentleman,
or a mafon, or to depreciate thofe virtues that
always adorn an honeft mind. '

If therefore from among your friends or ac-
quaintance, you thould hereafter propofe a
candidate for our myfteries, I. would earneftly
recommend, that you know him to be worthy ;
and never from a pecuniary or unmgenerous motive,
endeavour to introduce any but men of bonour

-~ and integrity, whofe charafler as well as principle,
_]uﬁly entitles him to the privileges of this fra-
ternity.

Ce¢2 To
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To.expatiate on the neceflity of a tlofe appli- -
cation to the duties of mafonry, will, I prefume,
be needlefs, as I doubt not but your own expe-

. rience will foon evince the real value aad utility
of this fcience, and the excellency of its pre-
cepts. - .

I fhall therefore conclude this eddrefs in a
fure expetation of your implicit obedience to -
the foregoing circumftances, as well for your
own honour as the credit of tbis lodge, and that
you will chearfully conform to all thofe falutary
Jlaws which are, and ever have been, the eftablifhe
ed Jafis and fupport of the RovaL Arr.

#}
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A PRAYER at the empointing of a brother,.

ufed in the reign of Edward IV

HE mighty GOD and father.of
heaven, with the wifdom of his

glorious fon, through the good-:

nefs of the Holy Ghoft, that hath

been three perfons in one godhead, be with us °

at our beginning, give us ‘grace to ‘govern in
our living here, that we may come to his blifs
. that fhall never have an end.

B 510 Q05 200 3085 S5 8 S0 5 S0 BB B R B

4 PRAYER 1o be ufed at the admiffion of
. @ brother. .

O Moft glorious and eternal God, who art
the chief architet of the created univerfe!
grant unto us, thy fervants, who have already
entered ourfelves into this moft noble, anciefit

and honourable fratermty, that we may be folid

and

el
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“and thoughtful, and always have a remember-
ance of thofe facred and holy things we have
taken on us, and endeavour to inftru@ and in-
form each other in fecrecy, that nothing may be
unlawfully or illegally obtained; and that this
perfon who is now to-be made a mafon, may
be a worthy member, and may he, and all of
us, live as men, confidering the great end for
which thy goodnefs has created us; and do
thou, O God, give us wifdom to contrive in all
our doings, ftrength to fupport in all difficulties,
and * beauty to adorn thofe heavenly manfiors
where thy honour dwells; and grant, O Lord,
that we may agree together in brotherly-love and
charity one towards another; and in all our
dealings in the world, do juftice to all men,
love mercy, and walk humbly with thee, our -
God ; and, at laft, may an abundant enterance
be adminiftered unto us, into thy kingdom, O
great Jehovah. Now unto the king eternal, im-
mortal, invifible, the only wife God, e kingdom,
power, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.”

885 REBEEEEEEREDEERHHEEREREE
" wtker PR AY E R

M OST holy and glorious Lord God, thou

: L architeé of heaven and earth, who art the

giver of all good graces : and ‘hath promifed
: ' that
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that where two or three are gathered together in
thy name, thou wilt be in the midft of them:
in thy name we affemble and meet together,
moft humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all
our undertakings, to give us thy holy fpirit, to
enlighten our minds with. wifdom and under-
ftanding, that we may know and ferve thee
aright, that all our doings may tend to thy glory,
and to the falvation of our fouls: And we be-
feech thee, O Lord God, to blefs this our pre-
fent undertaking, and to grant that this our
brother may dedicate his life to thy fervice, and
be a true and faithful brother among us : endue
him with divine wifdom, that he may, with the
fecrets of mafonry, be able to unfold the myfte-

ries of godlinefs and chriftianity.
Tbis we bumbly beg in the name, and for the fake
of Fefus Cbrift, our Lord and Saviour. Amen,

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

LR

'.‘

TIONs are ¢ffentially neceffary to the
eftablithment and fupport of every

ﬁﬁ?%ﬁ--@ﬁ fociety, without which no fociety can
Jong fubfift with any degree of happinefs or re-
putation, the cenerAL lawsand regulationsof the
moft ancient and bonourable fociety of free and ace
cepted mafons, as fet forth in the book of contti-
‘tutions, are invariably to be obferved by every
private lodge, and every individual member of
the fraternity. But for the better anfwering the
purpofes of particular lodges; to cement the
union thereof ; and to further the good intentions
of thofe brethren, who are difpofed to cultivase
‘ - .Dd the

gﬁﬁﬁﬂgs LAWS, Orpirs and CoNsTiTu-
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the ROVAL CRAFT, according to the ancient fplen- -
dour ; the grand mafter of mafons, hath permit-.

ted, and it hath ever been the ufage of the
lodges to frame to themfelves fuch 2ye-laws, as
to the members of each particular lodge fhall
feem meet, provided that the ancient land marks
are preferved inviolate, and that fuch ye-/aws be
agreeable to the general regulations.

'And as it frequently happens that s#ew lodges
are at a lofs for fome affiftance on thefe occa-
fions, the following form is offered for that pur-
pofe. | . )

BYE-LAWS, for the regulation
of the Lodge No. known by the
name of of the moft
ancient and honourable Society of Free and

. Accepted Mafons, duly conftituted the
day of A. L. 576qg.
A.D. 1769, firft held at

. ana now held at

Article 1. Fixed, or lodge nights.

That the lodge fhall affemble on the third Fri-
“day in every month.at feven o’clock in the even-
"ing; which fhall be deemed general, or public
-lodge nights : but that the right worfhipful maf-
- “ter fhall have power, as in times paft, to con-

vene a private lodge as. often as he fhall find it
“expedient. .

Article
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Article 2. Elestion and choice of officers.

- ‘That the ele&tion of a mafter, as well as a
treafurer of this lodge, fhall be half yearly, to
wit, at the public lodges held in Funme and De-
cember, by a majority of the members prefent,
by ballot. That the mafter elet, if prefent,
fhall on that night of Election, if not, at the next
- lodge night, appoint the two wardens and fecre-
tary. That the accounts of the treafurer fhall
be audited on the night of election, or fo foon
after as conveniencly can, by the mafter and
‘wardens for the time being, or by a committee for
that purpofe to be appointed ; and the ballance
appearing to be due thereon, fhall be paid by
. him to the treafurer ele, immediately after the ac-

. counts are fo audited, or at the next public lodge
night. That the #yler fhall be eleted by ballot,
or holding up of hands of the members prefent,
‘onevery election night, or as often as there fhall
be occafion, and fhall be continued only, during

his good behaviour and the pleafure of the
lodge.

Article 3. Payment of Quarteridge.

That every member of this lodge fhall pay to

the treafurer for the ufe of the lodge the annual
' “fubfcription of eighteen fhillings, by quarterly
payments, viz. the fum of four fhillings and
fixpence on the 1ft lodge night after Chrifimas,
‘ _ Dd 2 the
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the 1ft. lodge night after Lady-day, the 1ff,
lodge night after Midfummer, and on the 1ft.
lodge night after Michaelmas. And if any mem-
ber fhall neglect or refufe to pay the fame within
three months from every fuch quarter day,
having had notice thereof from the fecretary,
he fhall be expelled as a member and exclud-
ed from vifiting this lodge, unlefs good caufe
be thewn to the mafter and brethren to induce 2
forbearance,

Article 4. Makings.

That every perfon defirous of being made a -

afon in this lodge, fhall be recommended and
duly propofed by a member in an open public
‘lodge ; when the brother fo propofing him,
fhall depofit balf & guinea on account of his
feecs. And the brother fo propofed fhall be
balloted for the sext fucceeding public lodge
night, in which interval proper-enquiry may be
made into his chara&er, and if on fuch ballot
there fhall not appear rwo * black, or negative
balls, he fhall be initiated and admitted a mem.
_ber on paying 6 the treafurer the admiffion fee
ene guinea and a half, together with his fub-
fcription in proportion to the time then to come
inthe current quarter; and alfo five fhillings t9

' the

@ In fome lodges #bree, but in general one negative excludés.
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the ufe of the grand or public fund of mafons

for his admiffion and regifiring fées: and if on

a ballot he fhould appear 7oz to be admitted,
the fum depofited when he was propofed fhall be

returned to the brother who propofed -him. And

if he is approved on the ballot, and negle&s to
attend for admiffion, #bree lodge nights, his de-

pofit fhall in that cafe be forfexted to the lodge.

And if any brother fhall be duly propofed and
admitted, who hath before been initiated into
the firft or paffed to the fecond degree, in ano-
ther regular lodge, he fhall pay fo' much as
together with what he hath already advanced

for fuch initiation, or pafs, as will amount to the

fum of ohe guinea and a half, provided that no
fuch brother fhall be. paflfed or raifed for lefs
than half a guinea for each degree befides. his fee

for regiftering,
| Artlclc 5 - Admiffion of mem&er:

That no brother fhall be admitted a mcmbcr
of this lodge until he hath vifited us once at leaft,
and has been duly propofed by a member in open
- lodge, which done he fhall be ballotted for at
the next fucceeding publick lodge; and unlefs
three negatives or black balls appear, fhall be
admitted on paying five fhillings to the fund of
the lodge and two fhillings and fixpence to the
grand fund for regiftering his name, over and
‘wbove his proportionable fubfcription.

Article
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Article 6. Vifitors.

" That every vifiting brother being a member of
a regular lodge, fhall pay on every vifit 1s. 64.
but if only of the lodge of St. Fobx fhall pay 2s.

Article 7. Mafter and Wardens to attend quarterly
communications and committees of charity.

That the mafter and wérdcns; or their 'rcp'rc-'-
fentatives fhall attend every committee of charity
and quarterly communication at the expence of
the lodge, and fhall give to the fund of charity
fuch fum, and fo often, as the lodge fhall agree to

at the public lodge next preceding every quar-
terly commitece,

Article 8. Fund and property of the lodge vefted in
mafier and wardens in truﬁ Sor the lodge.

That the cafh or fund as well as the jewels,
furniture, and other things belonging to this
lodge or fociety, fhall be, and hereby is, vefted
in and deemed, the property of the mafter, and
wardens for the time being, fo that any action or
fuit that fhall happen to be neceffary for the pre-
fervation or recovery of the fame, or any part
thereof, or of any of the arrears of quarteridge,
- may and fhall be brought or commenced and
profecuted in tbezr names, in truft for the ufe

and
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and benefit of the lodge, and to be paid, applied
and dlfpofed of as the majority of the members

fhall in due form, from time to time, thmk ;
proper to direct.

Amcle 9. Enacling, abrogating or altering laws.

That when a motion fhall be made for any
new law, or the abrogating or altering of any old
one, it fhall firft be handed up in writing to the
mafter, in order to be read and confidered by
him and the members prefent; and no new law,
abrogation, or alteration of any old one, fhall be
valid unlefs the fame be entered in the minutes,
by the confent of the majority of members pre-

fent at one public lodge, and duly confirmed at
the next. ‘

Atticle 10. Every member to fign and obey thefe
and the conflitutional laws.

“That every member of this lodge fhall fign
thefe laws, and fhall obferve and keep the fame,
and all fuch as fhall hereafter be enacted agree-
able to the 8th article, as well as all the laws,
orders and regulations laid down and prefcribed
in and by the laft edition of the book of confti--
tutions of mafonry, and fuch as fhall hereafter
be made and publithed by the authority of the
grand lodge. ' /

The
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The above laws fettled and approved of at a
public lodge held the day of
are now duly enatted and confirmed at
another public lodge, held this Day
of A. L. 5769. A.D. 1769,

Witnefs the hands of us the following officers

- and brethren.

The

i




-

/

" From the following, general colleftion, Lodges may
Sfurnifb themfelves with [ustable laws, accord-
ing to their various circumfiances,

Law. 1. Time of meeting.

B X KHAT the merbers of this lodcre thall

L T §, mectevery and
Y 33 o in each month at the hour of fix from
Michaelmas to Lady-day, and at the
hour of feven from Lady-day to Michaeliras.
And that every member fhall come into the
lodge decently cloathed in fuch attire as is fuit-
able to his rank, quality, and condition in
life ; always remembring' that he can never affo-
ciate himfelf with better company than brozhers
and fellows.

‘2. Opening the lodge.

When a fufficient number of members fhall be
affembled, the.mafter, or in his abfence, a proper
perfon fhall immediately open the lodge and pro-
ceed to bufinefs. And if che xmi’cer, exther of

: ‘ Ee : the
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the wardens, or other officer of the lodge, who
in virtue of his office, is intituled to Keep a key
or keys, fhould not attend the lodge in proper

“time, and neglet to fend the fame, whereby the
bufinefs of the lodge fhall be retarded, fuch
brother fhall forfeit the fum of ~

3. Clofing the lodge.

As nothing has a greater tendency to bring
the craft into difrepute than keeping late hours
on lodge nights; The mafter fhall be acquainted
by the S. W. when it is  ©’Clock, and fhall
immediately proceed to clofe the lodge; either of
them failing herein fhall forfeit the fum of
and any member who is in the lodge (and not
being a traveller or lodger in the houfe) remain-
ing in the fame houfe after ® - o’clock,
thall alfo forfeit the fum of " It is hoped
and expected that no member will offend againft
this law, calculated to fecure the honour and
harmony of the lodge, to prevent uneafinefs to
our relatives at home, and to preferve the ceco-
nomy of our families. ’

]
4. Liguors and fupper.

All liquors drank at fupper on lodge nights,
" fhall be charged to the lodge, but liquors called
for before lodge hours, unlefs on account of
makings, &e¢. fhall not be charged to the loz}iﬁgg.

’ . o
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No perfondhall be permitted to fup'in the lodge
room during lodge hours.

5. Admiffion of mafons or members.

That no perfon be fuffered or admitted to be
made a free and accepted mafon in this lodge, or
if a mafon, to be a member thereof unlefs well
known to one or more members, to be a man of
virtuous principles and integrity,and not a bondf-
man ; and fuch as by their own confent, are de-
firous to become brethren ; it being contrary to
our eftablifhed conftitution, td perfuade or engage
thereto, and it is hereby recommended to every
good mafon, and particularly to the brethren of
this lodge, that they be careful whom they re-
commend as candidates for mafonry, that they
may not bring fcandal, or difreputation on the
craft,

6. Making, paffing and raifing.

No perfon thall be made a mafon in this lodge
without firft ' paying into the hands of the trea-
furer, two guineas; for which, if he proves a wor-
by member of our fociety, He fhall be intituled
to the sbree degrees without further expence:
But if any one made a mafon in this lodge,
thall afterwards prove an unworthy member of
the craft, by treating it difrefpe@fully either
by words or actions; leading an immoral and

Eeoz2 fcandalous
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fcandalous life, fuch perfon thall not be intitled
to any further degree in this lodge.

‘And whereas the craft hath fuffered greatly
in its reputation and happinefs by the admiffion -
of low and inferior perfons, no ways fit to be- .
come members of our ancient and honourable
inftitution, whereby men of rank, quality, know-
ledge and education, are oft deterred from affo-

clating with their brethren at their pubhc meet-

ings : Itis hoped ¢very brother who is defired ta
propofe any perfon, will be particularly careful,

that he is one in all refpe&s {uitable to the
venerable foc1ety he is to become a member of ;

one whofe temper and difpofition may cement
the barmony of the lodge, and whofe conduct
and circumftances in life, are fuch as may not
tend to diminifh the credit of itt.  'When a per-
fon is propofed, it fhall be mentioned at the bot-
tom of the next fummons (which fhalliffue at leaft

* three days before the lodge.night,) that each

member may be prepared to approve or reject
fuch candidate ; alfo the fame practice, and for

_the fame reafon, fhall be obferved with regard

to paffing or raifing a brother.

v. Wha proper ta be admitted an honorary member,
. and when difcontinued.

That no one member of this lodge be admitted

- pn hangrary mcmber, unlefs his avocations fre-

qucntly
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.quently call him out of town; or his place of
abode be at too great a diftance to attend con-
ftantly : ‘In,either of the above cafes it may be -
difpenfed with by a majority of members prefent;
but fuch an honorary member cannhot be chofe
into any office, fpeak, vote, or otherwife con--
cern himfelf with the bufinefs of the lodge. Such
brother fhall be admitted each night on the fame
terms as the members, and may have the privi-
lege of becoming a member without any further
fine, on his heing firlt propofed and balloted
for, and negatives not appearing againft
.him upon cafling up the fame. If a brother fhall
difcontinue himfelf a member; from the time
the meffage, letter or motion is fent or made, he
fhall not vote, or otherwife concern himfelf with
the bufinefs of the lodge; but if there thould
happen to be any more lodge nights in the
quarter after fuch motion, he thall have a right
- to be admitted to the end of the quarter he hag
paid up to.

8. Time for re-admiffion of a member.

That any member having difcontinued him-
felf from this lodge and paid his arrears, may,
on application and paying five thillings, be re-
admitted, (provided negatives do not
‘appear againft him) and any fea-faring member,
or one whofe bufinefs obhges hnm to leave
town, fhall be excufed paying his quarteridge

from
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from the time of his departure till his arrival in
London, firft having fignified the fame to the
lodge, and paid up his arrears. '

9. Election of officers. '

New officers fhall be ele®ted on the Lodge-
Nights before the Feftivals of St. Fobn the. Bap-
tift and St. Fobn the Evangelift, each member
having notice for that purpofe in his lodge-letter.
In the choice of a mafter, his abilities muft be:
preferred to his feniority. The mafter, treafurer
and fecretary, fhall be elected by ballot, but no
* brother fhall be eleted mafter who has not ferved
the office of warden, or mafter, at leaft one half
year, in fome regular lodge; and no officer fhall
be elected to ferve a fecond time againft his incli-
pation. ‘The new mafter fhall be invefted by the
old matfter in due form, who thall be allowed a
charge before he quits the chair. The new mafter
fhall then appoint a fenior warden*; but, that the
mafter may not hayc too much authority in this
refpect, the fenior warden fhall appoint a junior
warden, and they fhall be both invefted by the
mafter, as well as the treafurer and fecretary, in
due form. The old treafurer and fecretary
are then tolay a ftate of their accounts before
the lodge, which, if approved of by the majority,

® This is rarely the f)ra&icc, moft mafters appointing both
wardens; and alfo the fecretary.
fhall
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fhall bé deemed a regular pafling of their
accounts. The mafter fhall be allowed two
fhillings and fixpence when he attends the com-
mittee of charity for this lodge, and five thillings
when he attends with the wardens at a quarterly
communication,

10. Stewards appointed and their a’ut_y;

‘That the mafter do on the night of his eletion,
appoint two difcreet brethren, to act as ftewards
ot the lodge, who fhall attend conftantly, except
when hindered by illnefs or urgent buflnefs; in
which cafe, the mafter fhall appoint whom he -
thinks proper to fupply their place, pro tempore;
they fhall continue in their office till the next
‘eleCtion night. Their bufinefs fhall be to fee
that the vifitors are properly accommodated; that
the tables be properly fupplied, and to keep an
account of ‘the fame, which they fhall compare
with the houfe bill at the clofing of the lodge.
If any ‘brother fhall order in any wine, &ec,
after the ftewards have clofed their accounts,
what is fo ordered, fhall be at the faid brother’s
- own coft and charge.

11. Laws when to be read,
That upon every eleftion night the matter
fhall caufe thefe laws to be read to the lodge,
immediately before they proceed to the haliot

for a new matter, :
2.
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12, Ballotz‘ng.

No member fhall be permitted to ballot ifi ariy
matter relating to this lodge until he has paid his
full quarteridge up to the next quarter-day iri
which fuch ballot is to be made; and, in all
ballots, the mafter of the lodge thall be entitled

to a cafting vote upon an equality of numbers,
13. Nt 1o difcover a perfon rejesied.

~ That when any brother is propofed to become
a member, orany perfon to be made a mafon, if

it appear upon cafting up the ballot, that they

are rejected, no member, or vifiting brother
fhall difcover, by any means whatfoever; who
thofe members were that oppofed his election,
under the penalty of fuch brother’s being for
ever expelled the lodge, (if 2 member,) and, if
g vifiting brother, of his being never more
admitted as a vifitor, or becoming a member;
and immediately- after a negative pafles on any
_perfons being propofed, the mafter fhall caufe
this law to be read, that no brothc;r prefent
mayplead ignorance.

14. Debates, complaints, queftions, &c. to ke ad~
dreffed to the chair, :

That in all debates concerning the affairs of

this lodoe, complamts made, or queftions that.

may
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.may arife, every brother fhall ftand up while
he fpeaks, and addrefs himfelf to the mafter in
the chair ; if more than one brother fhall ftand i
up at one time to fpeak, the mafter fhall order
the firf who ftood up to proceed, and the reft
fhall immediately fit down and be filent, till fuch
Brother has done fpeaking ; and that no member
be allowed to fpeak twice on one fubje&, unlefs
to explain himfelf, and the mafter fhall think it
expedient.

1 5 Penalty for [peaking difrefpecifully qf the lodge,
’ &e. '

That any brother who is known: to have fpoken
difrefpetfully of the focicty in general, or this
lodge in particular, fhall not be admitted a
member, or as a vifitor, until he has made fuch
conceflion as may be thonght fatisfactory. .

16. Penalty for breaking the ldw:,

That if a brother break any of , thefe rules
and orders, the mafter, with the majority of -
the brethren (if they think fit) fhall lay a fine,
not exceeding five fhillings on the brother fo
offending : which fine, as well as all others, fhall
go to the fund of the lodge ; and the brother

refufing to pay fuch fine, thall for ever be ex-
cluded this lodge.

F f 17,
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17. Landlord detaining letters.

That the landlord of the houfe (where this
lodge is held) fhall immediately, upon the re-
ceipt of any letter or meffage left with him for
the right worfhipful mafter, forward itto him;
and upon his neglet or refufal, fhall forfeit to
this lodge the fum of five fhillings.

18. Landlords..

Great inconveniences having arifen to lodges,
bylandlordsbeing the proprietors of thefurniture,
&ec. no landlord, or mafter of the houfe where
this lodge fhall be held, fhall be permitted to
have any other fhare in the furniture, &c. of the
_ lodge than as an individual member; according
to the direction of the grand lodge.

19. Difguifed in liquor, fwearmg, &c. the penalties.

"That no brother do prefume to fwear, come
into the lodgc intoxicated, or on any account
call for wine or other hquors, but addrefs him-
felf to the ftewards or wardens, who, if they

think it neceffary, will give their orders accord- -
yxgly That all brethren do behave themfelves
with decency to each other, and, ‘with refpet to.
_the matfter in the chair and prefiding officers; and
in cafe of default in either of thefe particulars, the
brother fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of twe
ihxlhngs and ﬁxpence to the fund of the Jodge.
20,
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20. Prefents.

That all prefents made to this lodge be enter-
ed in the lodge book, with the brother’s name
from whom fuch benevolence flowed, in token
of his efteem for mafonry in general, and this
lodge in particular; and alfo that the mafter,
for the time being, or his fecretary, fhall take care
to enter the fame accordingly.

*
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SOLOMON’s TEMPLE :

AN

As it was performed at the Philharmonic

Room, in Dublin, for the benefit of fick and

diftrefled Free-Masons.

The Words by Mr. James Evre Werks.

The Mufi¢c compofed by Mr. RiciHarp Broap-
way, Organift of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

SOLOMON, the Grand Mafter.

HIGH PRIEST.

HIRAM, the Workman.

URIEL, Angel of the Sun.

SHEBA, Queen of the South.
Crorus of Priefts and Nobles.

SoLoMoON.
. RECITATIVE.
*NOnven’d we’re met—chief oracle of heav’n,
N4 To whom the facred myfteries are giv’n,
We’re met to bid afplendid fabrick rife,

Worthy the mighty ruler of the fkies.
j ' Hicn
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Hicu Priesm.

Andlo! where Uriel, angel of the Sun,
Arrives to fee the mighty bufinefs done.

ATR.
Behold-he comes upon the wings of light,
And with his funny veftment chears the fight.

UriEeL,

RECITATIVE.

The Lord fupreme, grand mafter of the fkies|
Who bid Creation from a chaos rife,
The rules of architecture firft engrav d
On Adam’s Heart.

: Cuorus of the Priefts and Nobles.
To heavens high Architeét al] praife,

All gratitude be giv'n,
Who deign’d the human foul to raife,

By Secrets fprung from heav’n.

Soromon.
RECITATIVE.
Adam, well vers'd in arts,
Gave to his fons the Plumb and Line;
By Mafonry, fage Tubal Cain
To the deep Organ tun’d the Strain.
' AIR.

And while he fivell’d the melting Note,
" On high the filver concords float.
Hicn
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Hicu PriesT.
‘RECITATIVE, accompany’d.
Upon the furface of the Waves,
(When God a mighty deluge pours) .
Nozh a chofen remnant faves,
And laid the ark’s ftupendous Floors.
UrjieL.
‘ AIR.
Hark from on high the mafon Ward
« David my fervant, fhall not build : .
« A lodge for heaven’s all Sov'reign Lord;
« Since blood and War have ftain’d his fhicld
« That for the Deputy, his Son, )
“ We have referv’d—Prince Solomon. Dz Capo.
~ CHorus for Priefts and Nebles.
Sound great JEHOVAH's praife!
Who bid young Solomon the temple raife.
SoLomoR.
RECITATIVE.
So grand a Structure fhall we raife,
That men fhall wonder ! Angels gaze !
By art Divine it fhall be rear’d,
Nor fhall the hammer’s noife be heard.
CHORU S
Sound great JEHOVAHs praife !

Who bid king Soromon the temple raife.
, URIEL.
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UrieL.
RECITATIVE.
To plan the mighty dome,
Hirawm, the mafter-mafon’s come.
URrRIiEL
, AIR,
‘We know thee, by thy apron white,
An archite&t to be.
‘We know thee, by thy trowel bright,
Well {kill’d in mafonry.

We know thee, by thy jewel’s blaze,
Thy manly walk and air.
inftructed, thou the lodge fhalt raife;
Let all for work prepare.
Hiramn
AIR.

~ Not like Babel’s haughty building,

Shall our greater lodge be fram’d;
“That to hideous jargon yielding,
Juftly was a Babel nain’d;
* There Confufion, all o’er-bearing, .
Neither fign, nor word they knew,
, We, our work with order fquaring,
Each Proportion thall be true.

‘Soromon.
RECITATIVE.

Cedars, which fince creation grew,
Fall of themfelves to grace the dome;
All Lebanon, as if the knew
- The great Occafion—lo, is come !
o URrikL.
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Urietr. \
AIR,
Behold, my brethren of the fky,
The Work begins, worthy an angel’s Eye.
Cuorus of Priefts and Nobles.
Be prefent all ye heavenly hoft,
‘The work begins—The Loab.dcfra.ys the Co{t!

ACT I

. MESSENGER.
RECITATIVE. .
EHOLD, attended by a num’rous train, .
Qteenof the fouth, fair Sbeba, grcctsthyrc1gn !
In admiratioa of thy wifdom, fhe,
Comes to prefent the bended knee.

Soromon to Hiram,

RECITATIVE,
Receive her with a fair falute;
Such as with majefty may fuit.
Hiram
AIR.
When allegiance bids obey, -
We with pleafure own its fway.
 Enter Suena attended.
Obedient to fuperior greatnefs, fee,

Our fcepter hails thy mightier Majefty.
' ' Thus



( 225 )

Thus Puese, Queen of thade and night; - |
Owning the fun’s fupcnor rays,
With feebler glory, lefier light
~ Attends the triumph of his blaze.
Obh, all-excelling prince, receive R
The tribute due tq fuch a king! Tt
" Not the gift, but will, believe! - S
" Take the heart, not what we bring. - D. (.

!

So:.omo/n
RECITATIVE,

Let meafures foftly fweet
Tlluftrious Snepa’s prefésice greet,

Sonouox.

AIR

Tunre to the lute and ﬁrmg thc lyre,
Equal to the fair we fing!

Who can fee 3nd not admire -

- SHEBA, wnfonforaking! v

Enlivening wit and beapty ; ]om, S
Meltmg fenfe and graceful t axr,

- Here united powers combine -
‘To make her bnghteﬁ of the fan'. D.c

SOLOMO¥
RECITATIVE,
Hiram, our brother and qur friend, -
Do thou the queen with me attend. .
Gg - .SCENE
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SCENE IL A viewof the temple,
Hisu PriesT.

RECITATIVE
Sacred to heaven behold the dome appears 5
Lo, what guguft folemnity it wears;
Angels themfelves have deign’d to deck the frame,

-And beauteous Stega fhall 1 report its fane,

‘A T'R.
When the queen of the fouth fhall return
To the climes which acknowledge her fway, -
Where the fun’s warmer beams fiercely burn,
The princefs with tranfport fhall fay,
Well worthy my journey, I've feen
A monarch both graceful and wife,

" Deferving the love of a queen

And a Temple well worthy the fides.  D. €.

CHORU S
Open ye gates, rective a queen who fhares
With equal fenfe your happinefs and cares.
Hiram
RECITATIVE.
Of riches much, but more of wifdom, fee,
Proportion’d workmanthip angd mafonry
| Hiram
A 1 R
Oh chanmng Ssreea, there behold,
‘What maffy ftores of burnith’d gold,

" Yetricher is ourart; N
Not
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Not all the orient gems, that thine,
Nor treafures of rich. Ophit’s mine,
Excel the mafon’s heart;

“True to the fair, he honours more,
Than glitt’ring gems or brighteft ore,
The plighted pledge of love;

To ev'ry tie of honour bound,
In love and friendthip conftant found,
'And favour’d from above.

Soromon and SHEBA,
D UET

‘ One gem beyond the reft I fee,
Suzza. { And %;annbczg SoroMon is he.
One gem beyond the reft I fee,
Faireft of fair-ones, thou art fhe.
Suesa.  Oh thou furpaffing all men wife;
SozomoN. And thine excelling womens eyes,

Hiram
RECITATIV E

Wifdom and beauty. both combine
Our art to raife, our hearts to join,

CHORU S
Give to Masonry the prize,
‘Where the faireft chufe the wife:
Beauty ftill hould wifdom love s
- Beauty and order reign above, -

SoLomon.

5ga Some
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Some of the ufual F;u:aMascms'SON GS.
The Mafters Song, &y Dr. ANDERsON.

- In the firft Book it is in 5 Perts, ?wnprebeﬁding- the
Hiftory ¢of Mafonry ; but bemg 400 long, the 3d
Part is only prmted bere. '

I.
WE fing of Masosis ancient fame!
Lo, eighty thoufand craftfmen rife
Under the Masters of great Name,
Mote: than three sboufaxd pakt and wife.
Employ’d by SorLomon the Sire,
And gen’ral MASTER mafen too,
As HiraMm was in ftately Fyre, -
Like Salem built by mafons true.
3
The royal art was then. divine,-
The craftfmen counfell’d from above,
‘The temple was the GRAND DESIGN, .
The wond’ring world did all approve.
. Ingenious men from every place .
Came to furvey the glovious pile s
And when return’d; began to trace
And imitate its lofty flile.

con At
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3

At length the Grecians came to know, '

Geometry, andlearn’d the arz . .
PyTHAGORAS was rais’d to fhow, ’

And glorious Evevrtsto impart: ©
Great ARCHIMEDES t00 appear’d,

And Cawbagvﬂan mafters bright; <~
Till Roman citizens upredr’d - :

The art, with wifdom and delight.

. 4. ;
But when proud’4fa they had quell’d,

And Greece and Egypt overcome, - '
In architefture they excell’d, ‘
And brought the learning afl to Rome »
Where wife Vitauvius Warden prime,

Of archites the 477 improv’d

. Jn great AugusTus’ peaceful time, -
thn arts and arti/i: were bclov’d.

5.
They brought the knowledge from the eqf,
And as they made the nations yield,
They fpread it thro’ the north and weft,
And taught the world the art to build.
'Witnefs their citadels and tow’rs, '
To fortify their legions fine,
Their temples, palaces and bow’rs
That {poke the mafons GrAND DzsicN.

Thus
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6.

Thus mighty esftern kings and fome o
Of ArraM's race, and monarchs good
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome, -
~ True ArcHITECTURE underftood. .
No wonder then if mafoxs join
To celebrate thofe Mason-KINGS,
With folemn note and flowing wine,
‘Whilft every: brother jointly fings..

CHORUS.

‘Who can unfold the reyal ar?,
Or fhew its fecrets in a fong ?
" “They’re fafely kept in mafox’s heart,
And to the ancient Jodge belong !

“Tothe KING and the CRAFT.

IL The Warden'’s Song, By the fame Author.

Inthe firft Book it was of 13 verfes, too limg s But -

the laft verfe and chorus is thought om(gb to 60
Jung.
ROM henceforth ever ﬁng,
The craftfman and the king;

With poetry and mufick fweet
Refound their harmony compleas,

And
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And with geometry in fkilful Hand
'“ " Due homage pay,
Without delay,
To noble BEAUFORT now our mﬁer grand.
He rules the freeborn fons of arr
By love and friendfhip, hand and heart,
Crorus of the Wardens Song. -
Who can rehearfe the praife
In foft poetick lays, .
Or folid profe, of mafons true,
Whofe art tranfcends the common view ?
“Their fzcrets ne'er to ftrangers yet expos’d,
Prefcrv’d fhall be _
By mafons free,
And only to the ancient lodge difclos’d 5
Becaufe they’re kept in mafons bear:
By brethren of the royalars.

To the grand mafer.

mmxmxmmxmm

I 75e FELLOW CRAFT's Song,
By brother Craries DE LA Favy Efg;
B
AIL mafonry ! thou craft divine ¥
Glory of earth! from heaven reveal’d!
Which doth with jewels precious fhine, -
From all but mafons eyes conceal’d,
CHORUS.
Thy praifes due who can rebearfe,
In nervwgus profe or flowing verfe ?

-
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2. '

As men from brutes dnﬁmgmfh‘d arc,
A mzzfon other men-éxeets; - '
For what's in knowledge c‘hoxcc and i rarg ‘

- But in his breaft fccurely dwclls
" CHORUS
His filent breatt and fa:tblel heart -
Preferve thefectets of ?be al!t.

-1
’

From fcorchmg heat znd piereiag coH
Fron beafts whofe roar the foreft’ rchds,

Y

Fromth’aﬁ'aultsofmmorsbold SR

The mafons art mankmd dcfcnds

C.H O R’ U S,
Be o this art due bonour paid, .
 From whick mnhml remw.r ﬁ;cb 4::1

Enfigns of ftate that fccd our pride,
. D:ihn&xons troublefome and vain,
By mafons true are laid afi ide, " .
- Ares fraebom Jons fuch toys difdain,” '+
CHORDUS S
Innobled by the name they bear, o
.Dzjh;ggm/b’d by the badge tbey weare i

e -
Sweet fellow/bip from envy ‘free, ! v
Friendly converfe of £ro:berbaod 2
The lodge’s lafting cement be, ‘L
Which has for ages ﬁrmly ﬁood -
. . CHO'RUS -
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CHORUS,
A Yodge thus built for ages paft
Has lafied, and fball ever laft. ;
6.
Then in our fongs be juttice done
To thofe who have inrich’d the art,

From Apawm to great BeaurorT down,
And let each brother bear 2 part.
- H OR U s,
Let noble mafons bealths go round, .
Their praife in lofty lodge refound, ‘
To the dcpllty Grand Mafter and Grand Wardens,
IV. T enterd PREN TICE’s Song,
brother MATTHEW BirkHEAD, deceafed,
" To be fung after grave bufipefs is over,
COME let us prepare, |
We brothers that are,
Affembled on merry occafion ; _
Let's drink, laugh and fing, i
Our wine has a fpring, ‘ ;
Here's an health to an accepted mafon,
All charged,
The world is in pain
Our fecrets to gain,
And ftil let them wonder and gazeon;
Till they’re fhewn the light, =

They’ll ne’re know the right
Word or fign of an accepted mafon,

Hh - Tis -

N
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’Tls this and ’tis that,
" They cannot tell wbat,
Why fo many great men of the nation,
Should aprons put on ;
To make themfelves one, o
With a free and an- accepted mafon. :1
" Great kings, dukes and lords
Have laid by their fwords, v,
Our myft’ry tq put a good grace on, '
And ne’re been atham’d '
To hear themfelves nam’d
With a free and an accepted mafon.
Antiquity’s pride
‘We have on our fide,
And it maketh men juft in their ftation;
‘Fhere’s nought but what’s good
To be underftood
By a free and an accepted mafon.
We’re true and fincere
And juft to the fair; -
They’ll truft us on any occafion :
- No mortal can more
The ladies adore,
Than a free and an accepted mafon., .
Then join hand in hand,
By each brother firm ftand, ~
Let’s be merry and put a bright face on
‘What mortal can hoaft
So noble a toaft,

As a free and an accepted mafon ?

. | CHORUS.

’
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C HOR U S ..
No mortal can baaji

So noble a toaft,
. Ms a free and an accepted mafon,
Thrice repeated in due form.
To all the fraternity round the glbe;

COOECEETBIOCEOEEEEE
V. The deputy GRAND MASTER’s -Song.
" N.B. Every two laft lines of ¢ach verje is the Chorus.

N, on, my dear dretbren, purfue your great
lecure, )

And refine on the rules of old architefiure ;
High honour to mafons the craft daily brings,
To thofe brothers of princes and fellows of kings.
We drove the rude#andals and Gaths off the Stage .
Reviving the art of Aucustus’ fam’d age; =
And Vefpafian deftroy’d the vaf temple in vain,
Since fomany now rife ingreat Beaufors’s mild reign.

_ The noble five orders compos'd with fuch art,
'Will amaze thefixteye,and engage the whole heart:
Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing the whole,
Gives our work, like the glorious creation, afoul.
Thenmafter and brethren, preferve your great name
"This Jodge fo majeftick will purchafe you fame;
Rever'd it thall ftand till a// nature expire,

And it’s gloties ne’er fade till the awor/d is on fire.
See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil,
Infpires our genius and bids laboar fmile :

/

Hha2 To
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"T'o our noble grand mafer let a bumper be crown'd,
T'o all mafons a bumper, folet it go round.
Again, my lov’d bretbren, again let it pafs,
Our ancient firm union cements with the glafs ;
And all the contention *mongft mafons fhall be,
Who better can work, or who better agree.

MaXiox oo X o X oeXoX oo ){o X e )X{0)
VL. The Grand Warden’s Song. By Bro. Oates.

LET mafonry be now my theme,
Thro'out the globe to fpread its fame,
And eternize each worthy brother’s name. -
Your praife fhall to the fkies refound,

-~ In lafting happinefs abound, ._
And with fweet union all your noble § Repeat
deeds be crown’d. { this line.
CHORU S
Sing them, my mwfe, to mafon’s glory,
X ozzr wames are fo yever'd in flory,
That a.'; 7 admiring world do now adore ye !
Let harmony divine infpire
Your fouls with love and gen’rous ﬁre
To copy well wife SoLomon your fire. .
Knowledge fublime fhall fill each heart,
The rules of g’emetry ¢’ impart,
While wifdem, firength and bequty Repeat
: crown the glorious arz. { this line.
Chorus.  Sing then, wy Mufe, &c.

Al
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Al charged.
Let noble Beaurort’s health go round,
In fwelling cups all cares be drown’ds
And hearts united *mongft the zaft be found.
May everlatting fcenes of joy,
His peaceful hours of blifs employ,
Which time’s all-conquering hand lhall{ Repeat
ne’er, thall neer deftroy, this line,
Chorus. . Sing then, my mufe, &ec.
My Brethren, thus all cares refj :
Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine,
And veneration thew to SoLOMON’s /Brize.
" Our annual tribute thus we’ll pay
That late pofterity fhall fay,
We've crown’d with joy this glorious, bap-
29> bappy day,
: CHORUS.
Smg then, my mufe, 2o mafons glery,
Your names are fo rever’d in flory,
That all the admiring world do vow adore ye.
Toall the noble Loorpsthathavebeen grandmapters.

, xoxtntxtx.xoxw(txtx“pq)éo)(
" VIL The Treafurer’s Song.
N. B. The two laft lines of each verfe is a Chorus.
YRANT me, kind heaven, what I requeft,

In mafonry let me be blett,
- Diret me to that happy place

‘Where friendfbip fmiles in every face §

Butg IV |

Where
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Where freedom and fweet innocence
Enlarge the mind and chear the fenfe,
Where fcepter’d reafon from her throne
Surveys the Jodge, and makes us one ;
And barmony’s delightful fway
Forever fheds ambrofial day ; 4
. Where we bleft Eden’s pleafure tafte,
Whilft balmy joys are our repaft.
No prying eye canview us here,
No fool or knave difturb our chear ;
Our well-form’d laws fet: mankmd free,
And give relief to mifery :
The poor opprefs’d with woe and grief,
Gajn from our bounteous handsrelief.
Our lodge the focial wirtues grace,
And wifdom’s rules we fondly trace
Whole #ature, open to our view,
Points out the paths we fhould purfue.
Let us fubfift in lafting peace,
And may our happinefs increafe.

To all charitable mafons.

K A B EOIO R IOK RO 0N,

VIIL T5¢ Sword-bearer’s Song.

N. B. The lafttwe linesof eachverfeis the C horus.
O all who mafonry defpife
This counfel I beftow:
Don’t ridicule, if you are wife,

A [ecrer you don’t know.

Your- -
o
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Yourfelves you banter, but not1t,
. You fhew your fpleen, but not your wit, -
With a Fa, la, la, la, la.
Infpiring virtue by aur rules,
And in ourfelves fecure,
We have compaffion for thofe fools,
Who think our aé#s impure :
We know from ignerance proceeds
Such mean opinion of our deeds.
" With a Fa, &c. o
If union and fincerity '
Have.a pretence to pleafe,
We brothers of free-mafonry
Lay juftly claim to thefe.
To flate-difputes we ne€’er give birth,
Our motto friendfbip is, and mirtb.
Witha Fa, &c.
Then let us laugh, fince we've impos’d
~ On thofe who make a pother,
And cry, the fecret is difclos’d
By fome falfe-hearted brother :
The mighty fecref’s gain’d, they boaft,
From poft-hoy and from flying-poft.
With a Fa, la, la, la, la.
To all mafters and wardens of regular Jodges.
IX. An ODE to the Free-mafons.
N. B. The two laft lines of each verfe isthe Cborw,
Y mafons art th’ afpiring domes -
In ftately columns thall arife .

All climates are their native homes,
Their learned acions reach the fkies,
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Heyoes and kings revere their name,

While poets fing their lafting fame.

Creat, noble, gen’rous, geod and brave,
Are titles they moft juftly claim ;

‘Their deeds fhall live beyond the grave,
Which thefe unborn fhall loud proclaim.

* Time fhall their glorious a&s enrol,
‘While love and friendfhip charm the foul.

To the lafting bonour of free mafons.

$2820968508 808008560 8068888888
X. An Ode to Mafonry, 3y.brother J. BANCKS.

. B. The two laft lines of each verfe is the Chorus.
ENIUS of mafonry defcend,
In myftick numbers while we fing;

Enlarge our fouls, the craft defend,
And hither all thy influence bring.

- With focial thoughts our bofoms fill,
And give thy turn to every will,
While yet Batavia’s wealthy pow’rs
Neglet thy beauties to explore;;
And winding Seine, adorn’d with tow’rs,
Laments thee wand’ring from his fhore ;
Here fpread thy wings, and glad thefe ifles,
Where arts refide, and freedom fmiles.
Behold the Jodge rife into view,
The work of induftry and art 5
*Tis grand, and regular, and true,
For fois each good mafon’s heart,
Friend/bip cements it from the ground,
And fecrecy thall fence it round, A



( 241 )
A ftately dome o’erlooks our eaf,
Like orient Phzbus in the morn;
And two tall pillars in the wef
At onge fupport us and adorn.
Upholden thus the frufure ftands,
Untouch’d by facrilegious hands.

For concord form’d, our fouls agree,
Nor fate this unjon fhall deftroy :

Our toils and fports alike are free, -
And all is harmony and joy.

So SaLEM’s femple rofe by rule,

Without the noife of noxious tool.

As when Ampuron tun’d his fong,
Ev’n rugged rocks the mufic knew; *

Smooth’d into form, they glide along,
And to a Tueskes the defars grew :

So at the found of Hiram’s voice

Werife, we join, and we rejoice.

Then may our vows. to virfue move,
To wvirtue own’d in all her parts :
Come candour, innocence and love,
. Come and poffefs our faithful hearts s
Mercy, who feeds the hungry poor,
And filence, guardian of the door.

And thou AsTrZEA4 (tho’ from éarth,
When men on men began te prey, :
Thou fled’ft to claim celeftial birth) - h
Down from Olympus wing thy way ;
And mindful of thy ancient feat.
Be prcfcnt ftill where mafons meet.
- I 1 Immortal”
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Imsmortal.[cience too be near,
(We own thy empire o’er the mind)
Drefs’d in thy radiant robes appear,
With all thy beauties train behind ;
Invention young and blooming there,
Eere zeometry with rule and fguare.

In Egype’s fabrick * learning dwelt,

And Roman breafts could virtue hide:
But vulcan’s rage the building felt,

And Brurus, laft of Romans, dy’d:
Since when, difpers’d the fiffers rove,
Or fill paternal thrones above.

But loft to half of human race, -
With us the virtues fhall revive ;
And driv’n no more from place to place,
Here feience fhall be kept alive :

And manly zafte, the child of fenfe,
Shall banifh vice and dulnefs hence,

Unhited thus, and for thefe ends,
Let jcorn deride, and envy rail ;
From age to age the craft defcends,
And what we build fhall never fail ;
Nor fball the world our works furvey ;
But every brother keep the key ! ‘

® The Ptolemeean library,
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A TRANSLAT ION of the Latin, in the
defcription of the tanquetting ball of the dudge

at Marfeilles s for the benefit of fuch of my

readers as are unagquainted with that tongue.

_ The masons at Marfeilles have ereCted this

monument of their affe@ion to their moft be-
Joved king.

Fidelity to God, our king and country.

Prudence. Charity.
Fortitude. Fidelity.
Pardon. Filial debt.
Patience. Paternal love.
Humility. Obedience.
Friendthip. Alms-giving,
Piety. Hofpitality.

Here virtue, wifdom, beauty fixed their feat,
Love joins their hearts, and piety the tie.
Here peace we give, and here by turns receive,
One equal law of high and low the lot.

The mafter, vice-mafter, and whole body of
the mafons of Marfeilles have ereCted thefe

different examples of the virtues and monu-
ments of fraternal liberality, propofed to the

imitation of their brethren; to the honour of the
fupreme architect of the whole world ; in the year
of light 5765.

FINIS
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