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PROPERTYOFTHE
GRAND COUNCIL

KNIGHT MASONSOFTHE U.S.A.

Ritual NA _______________________________

Issued to ______________________________

Date

Ritualapprovedby the GrandCouncil of Knight
MasonsUnitedStatesof America1969andwith
the approval of the Grand Council of Knight
Masonsof Ireland.

Ritual Revised with permissionof the Grand
Council of Knight Masons of Ireland and
Reprinted 1981
Corrected& reprinted 1985
The Ritual for Openingand Closing a Knight
Mason Council is to be used for all Council
meetings.All businessis to be transactedin the
Knight Masons Council. When the several
Degreesareto be conferred,the Openingand
Closing Ritual for the appropriateDegreeis to be
used in addition to that of the Knight Mason
Council itself. It is permissible to have an
Exemplarrepresentall theCandidates.
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1—Excellent Chief—Raised Dais

2—SeniorKnight

3—JuniorKnight

4—Trnasurnr

5—Scribe

6—SeniorWarden

7—JuniorWarden

8—Directorof Ceremonies(Conductor)

9—Priest

10—Steward—Capt.of theGuards

11—Sentinel

12—Curtain (ForK. of S. only)

13—Bridge—K.of S. only

A—Altar—Bible, SwordandTrowel
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PARAPHERNALIA

Very Reverend Deput’!
P.O. Box 42~

Van Wert, OH ~

Right Reverend PrE.
711 Navarro St.,
San Antonio, TX

1—Two Trowels—onefor Altar and one for
theE.C. (Gavel)

2—10 Swords—Each Officer Except E.C.,
Priest,Scribe,& Treasurer—iCandidate—1
Altar

3—12 Aprons and 12 Sashes—eachofficer

andcandidateall alike

4—Altar Bible

5—GreenShoulderSashwith hookandeyes

6—WateredBlueSashfor waist

7—Bridge

8—Tower—Curtain

9—3 Billets, Decree(Cyrus)

10—Couch

5

11—12 Knight MasonJewels—Allalike

12—ZerabbabelRing—E C.

13—RoyalArchApron

14—Officeis Dress should be Tuxedo and
Jewels

15—Chartersuitablydisplayedat all meetings

All Ritual must be memorizedand presented
without Rituals being in evidence,except Priest
(who may be the prompter) oi a designated
prompter.
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OFFICERS
(SeeDiagramPage2)

The Presiding Officer is styled Excellent Chief
and is seated in the E

Senior Knight is seated in the N facing J Kt.

Junior Knight is seated in the S. facing S Kt

Director of Ceremonies at left of EC. -

Wardens together in the W. facing E.C S W
onN..J.W.onS.

Priest at the right of E C

Capt. of Guards at door

Scribe in S.E and Treasurer in N.E or ac-
cording to local custom.

Outer Guard outside door (an approved Tyler
may so act)

All Sir Kts may wear sword, apron and Kt.
Mason’s Sash Sash worn from left shoulder to
right hip Sash and apron worn ouiside the coat.

EC—Sir Kts and Ancients arise • I am

aboutto opena Council of Kt Masons

J W. —Sir Kts. Draw Swords

Knocks 06060 o
EC with trowel, SKt, JKt, CG and

Sent with hilt of sword on floor using left hand
holding tip of blade.

E.C —Bro Jun Kt. In openinga Council of Kt
Masons what is the first duty to be
discharged?

J Kt —To seethat the Capt of Gds is at his
post and that the Council may meet in
seclusion.

E.C —Seethai the Capt of Gds is so placed.

J Kt —(Having seen door tyled and returned to
station.) EC., the Captain of Guardsis at his
post and the seclusion of the Council is
assured

E C —Bro. Sen. Kt., what next demandsour
attention?

7

OPENING
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S Kt —To prove that all present are Kt.
Masons,E C

E C —How shall all presentprovethemselvesto
besuch~

S Kt —By impartingthe Word anddividing the
Sign

E C.—Bro Sen Kt., direct the Wardens to
provethat all presentare in possessionof the
Word.

S Kt —Bro Wardens,itis the commandof the
E C that you prove that all presentare in
possessionof the Word

During Full Form Opening, word is taken from
all present except E C., but at the discretion of
the E.C word may be taken from S Kt. and
J.Kt. only. (1)

SW. takes N. side or S.Kt only and receives
word.

J W takes S side or J Kt only and receives
word.

Jun gIves word to Sen

S.W —Bra. S. Kt , all presentare in possession
of the Word.

1 9

S Kt —E C , all presei~tare in possessionof the
Word

E C. —Bro. J.Kt , directall presentto divide the
Sign

J Kt.—Sir Kts , it is the commandof the E C.
thatyou divide the Sign (2)

J Kt—E C all presenthavedivided this Sign.
(divides the sign with S Kt)

E C —l declareall presentto be Kt. Masons
Before opening the Council let us render
homageto theGreatCreator

Priest moves to Altar, opens Bible to Ezra 1 8,
and stands facing E

J W —Sir Kts DepressSwords

Piiest—OGreat Creatorof Heaven and Earth,
guide us in our labors that the work we en-
deavor to accomplish may be bonded with
Chivalry andcementedwith Brotherly Love
Amen.

All—So mote it be

J W —Sir Kts CarrySwords

qwerty
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Priest steps back two paces, the Wardens
return swords and advance to the Altar with the
sword and trowel, and E C proceeds.

E.C.— It is my will and pleasure that this
Council of Kt. Masonsdo now open for the
transaction of business which may be
regularly brought before it, requiring all Sir
Kts to apply themselvesto that constructive
work which is symboli2edby the trowel (Sen
Warden now deposits T on Altar) andto see
that their conduct becomestrue Kts of
Chivalry as indicated by the Sword (Jun.
Warden now deposits S. on Altar)

Wardens and Priest return to their stations and
Wardens draw swords again.

E.C.—Let the Sen.andJun. Kts. proclaim that
this Council of Kt. Masonsis now open.

S Kt. —Sir Kts This Council of Kt. Masonsis
now open

J Kt —Sir Kts. This Council of Kt Masonsis
now open.

Knocks. ~
E C. with trowel. S. Kt.. J Kt. C G and

Sent with hilt of sword using left hand.

J W —Sir Kts., SaluteSwords.

(Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

J. W. —Sir Kts CarrySwords,ReturnSwords

E C. —Be seatedSir Kts.
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CLOSING

E.C. —Sir Kts. and Ancients arise.
aboutto closethisCouncilof Kt Masons.

J. W. —Sir Kts. DrawSwords.
(All draw swords except Wardens.
Wardens advanceto the Altar.)

lam

E,C.—Bro. Wardens, what are our duties in
closingthis Councilof Kt. Masons?

S. W. —To seekthe blessingof the GreatCreator
on the work we haveaccomplished.
(Senior Warden picks up trowel.)

J. W.—To seethat at all times our work is in
keepingwith the highestmotivesof Chivalry.
(Junior Warden picks up sword)

The Wardens return to their stations
bearing the symbols and draw Swords.

E.C —Let us seek the blessing of Ihe Great
Creator.

Priest moves to Altar facing E.

Priest—May the favor of the Great Creator of
HeavenandEarthbe upon the work we have
accomplishedandmay His blessingrestupon
and abide with us now and for evermore.
Amen.

All—So mote it be.
(Priest closes Bible aiter prayer.)

J.W —Sir Kts. Carry Swords.

Priest returns to station

E.C. —Let the Sen.andJun Kts. proclaimthat
this Councilof Kt. Masonsis nowclosed.

S. Kt.—Sir Kts., this Council of Kt. Masonsis
now closed.

J. Kt.—Sir Kts., this Council of Kt. Masons is
now closed.

Knocks. ~00 e
E.C. with trowel, S. Ki., J. Kt., C.G. and

Sent. with hilt oJ Sword using left hand.

J. W. —SirKts. ReturnSwords.

E C. —Sir Kts. You are dismissed.

1

J.W. —Sir Kts. DepressSwords
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Council of Knight of the Sword
(jormerly Red Cross oj Daniel or Babylonian

Pass.)

RUBRIC

The officers may wear a broad watered green
silk sash over left shoulder. If so, K.M. sash is
removed.

2nd. Capt of Guards is outside curtain

The followingis read bejore opening:

The dateof the degreeof Knight of the Sword is
B.C. 536.
The CandidaterepresentsZ., Prince of the

Houseof Judah.
ThePresidingOfficer representsKing Cyrusof

Persiainhiscourtat Ecbatana

All others remain clothed as in Council of Kt.
Masons

The ribbon or sash presented by the G. and
M. K. to Z is watered green silk. It should be cut
at the shoulder and two eyelets sewn on. These
are loosely tied with a single thread, so that it can
be easily snatched from the Candidate when
crossing the Bridge.

The Great & Mighty King is seated in the East
Senior General in the N.
Junior General in the S.

Wardens together in the W.
Priest at the right of the King.

Capt. of Guards is inside curtain.

L
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17OPENING

G. & M. K—Sir Kts., arise. 0 lam aboutto

opena Council of Knightof theSword.

J. W. —SirKts. Draw Swords.

Knocks S

G & M K. with trowel (or sceptre), S. Gen..
J Gen C. G.. and Sent. with hilt of Sword
using left hand

G & M. K —Sir Kt. Jun Gen. What is the first
careof a Kt of the Sword?

J Gen—Toseethat the Guardsare placedat
the Tower that the Council may meet in
seclusion,G & M. K.

G. & M K. —Seethat theGuardsare soplaced.

J. Gen.
Knocks. S

place and reports.

goes to inside of curtain.
Opens, looks out, returns to

J Gen —G & M. K. The Guardsareproperly
posted and the seclusion of the Council is
assured.

G. & M. K—Sir Kt Sen. Gen. What next
demandsour attention?

S Gen —To provethat all presentare true Kts
of the Sword.G.&M. K

G & M K —Direct the Wardensto provethat
all presentaretrue Kts of the Sword.

S Gen —Bro Wardens, it is the commandof
the G & M K that you provethat all present
are true Kts of theSword

Wardens receive P W from S Gen and J
Gen and return to stations. Jun gives P.W to
Sen (3)

S W —Sir Kt Sen Gen All present (“except
thecandidates if present) are true Kts of the
Sword

S Gen —G & M K All present(“except the
candidates” if present) are true Kts of the
Sword

G & M K —l now declare this Council of
Knight of the Sword open, and let the
Generalsso proclaim it.

S Gen —Sir Kts., this Council of Kt of the
Swordis now open.

J Gen —Sir Kts , this Council of Kt. of the
Sword is now open.
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Knocks 0

G & M K with trowel (or sceptre). S Gen
J Gen.. C.G.. and Sent with hilt of.,~Sword
using left hand

J W —Sir Kts ReturnSwords.

G & M K —Be seatedSir Kts

DEGREE K OFS

Candidate is prepared by being aproned as a
R A M , in chains, and hoodwinked

THE CANDIDATE is led to the outside of the
curtain and the following declaration is ad.
ministered by Conductor outside curtain
within hearing of Council and other Can-
didates

I solemnly declareon my word of honor as
a man and a Mason that I will always
concealwhateverI may see,hearor learn,
upon being admitted into a Council of Kt
of theSword or may at any time hereafter
be instructed in concerning the Council or
its usages.and that I will not communicate
thesameto any but to awell known Br Kt
of the Sword or in a lawful Council of the
same

All this I do solemnly and voluntarily

promiseon my sacredwordof honor.

Hoodwink removed.

Conductor knocks. 0

Capt. of Gds —What is the cause of the alarm?

Conductor (for Z)—One Z , the first amongst his
equals, a Mason by rank and a captive by
misfortune, entreats permission to present
himself before the Throneof the G & M
King

Capt of Gds —He cannot enter until the
pleasureof theG & M K be madeknown

Capt of Gds knocks at outside of curtain 0

2nd Capt of Gds on hearing knocks proceeds
to Sen Gen and announces

Sir Kt. S Gen , the guard gives signal of
approach

S Gen rises, draws his Sword and ac-
companied by 2nd Capt of Gds approaches G
& M K and reports —

S Gen —G & M K ,theguardgives signalof
approach.
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G & M K —Generals, make the necessary
enquiriesandtakeall dueprecautionsfor the
safetyol the Council

Jun Gen rises, draws his Sword and joins the
Sen Gen and 2nd Capt of Gds . all
proceeding to the Curtain

S Gen knocks • What is the causeof the
alarm?

Capt of Gds —One Z , the first amongsthis
equals, a Mason by rank and a captive by
misfortune. entreats permission to present
himself before the Throneof the G & M.
King

S &J Generals return toG &MK

S Gen —G &M K “OneZ .etc.”

G & M K —Generals and Knights at-
tend (officers only rise

J W —SirKts Draw Swords

G & M K —l will relate the particularsof a
dream Interpret and assist me with your
counsel.

“In my sleep I perceiveda lion ready to
devour me, and at a distance
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar (my
predecessors)in chainscontemplatingthat
which Masonsknow as the G.A O.T.U. In
the clouds aboveappearedan Eagle.from
whosebeak issued a scroll whereonwas
written,‘Renderliberty tothe Captives...

G & M K —Generals and Kts
deliberate—Doyou consentto the stranger
beinginterrogated?

The Generals and Kts advance one step with
right foot at carry sword, then depress their
swords in token of assent, and raise them again
stepping back with right foot in lost motion and
return to carry sword Time for these
movements taken from J. W.

G & M K —Let the strangerbe admitted and
the S and J. Gens escort him into our
presence.

S & J Generals with drown Swords escort Z
(Candidate) and Conductor to position west of
Altar and remain with him

G & M K —Worthystranger,for what reason
do you appearbeforeus?
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Conductor (for Z )—G. & M. K. I wish to gain

your esteemandsupplicateyour justice.

G & M. K. —Upon whataccount?

Conductor Uor Z.)—G. & M. K. For my
companionswho have been 70 years in
bondage

G. & M. K. —Whatdo you request~

Conductor (for Z.)—G. & M. K. To grant us
liberty; to permit us to return to our own
Country, and to assist us in rebuilding the
Templeof the MostHigh.

G & M. K. —Weare readyto grantyour request
on conditionthat you communicateto us the
Secretsof Masonry, an Qrder for which we
havealwayshada highesteem,but to which
we do notbelong.

Conductor (for Z.)—G. & M. K My
engagementsare inviolable and I cannot
revealto you our Secrets.If my liberty is to be
thuspurchasedI prefercaptivity.

G. & M. K. —We admire your Zeal, Courage
andFidelity.
Generalsand Kts. the Captive merits liberty

for hisattachmentto hisengagements.

Worthy stranger—Wegrantyour requestand
consenttoyour being setat liberty.

Freehimfrom hischains.

J.W —Sir Kts. ReturnSwords.

Generals return to stations after removing
chains.

Z (Candidate) is now conducted to the Altar
and kneels

G. & M. K. —The Classwill rise. Henceforward
we will be to you a friend, andas a token of
our esteemwecreateyou (andeachof you) a
Kt. of the Sword (Taps him on leit shoulder).
Rise Sir Kt Knight of the Sword. We
arm you with this Sword the emblem of our
Order. You will neveruse it savein the cause
of Justice or in your own defense We
decorateyou with this green sash which,
thoughnot accompaniedwith any mysteries
like those of your Order, we grant as an
honor to the Princesof our Court You will
hereafterenjoy the samedistinction. Go into
your Country.We grantyou liberty t&rebuild
the Temple destroyedby our predecessors,
and will give instructions to our Guardsto
allow you andyourcompanionsto passsafely
throughour Dominions.
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G & M K returns to East and seats all except
candidate

Priest reads Ezra 11. 2. 3
1 Now in the lirst year of Cyrus king of

Persia.that the word of the Lord by the mouth
of Jeremiahmight be fulfilled, the Lord stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia. that he
made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom.andput it alsoin writing. saying.

2 Thus saithCyrusking of Persia The Lord
God of heavenhath given me all the kingdoms
of the earth, and he hath chargedme to build
him an houseat Jerusalem.which is in Judah

3 Who is thereamongyou of all his people~
his God be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem.which is in Judah. and build the
houseof the Lord God of Israel (he is the God)
which is in Jerusalem

G & M K —Further instruction will now be
givenby your Conductor

On conclusion of the instruction the Can.
didate and Conductor face G. & M. K.

Conductor(for Z )—G. & M. K. Prince Zs
mission is now completedandhe intendsto
takeleaveof your Court.

G & M K —Sir Kt Zerubbabel,you are about
to take, leave of us to return to your fellow
countrymenin Babylon.To do that you must
passbeyond the confinesof our Kingdom.
Our Guardsat the frontier of our Kingdom
will demandfrom you a P.W. That word is
L s (3) Oncepastour Guardsour protection
ceases Should you at any time thereafter
meetwith armedresistanceyou mustdefend
yourself,but fearnotfor your causeis just

Conductor and Candidate then retire across
bridge

Endof Degree

Conductor quietly tells candidate that he will
be stopped at each side of bridge On near side.
he is to give P W which he will receive from the
G & M K On far side he will be attacked by
guard but he is to feign resistance using sword
and escape. although his green sash will be lost
(removed)
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CLOSING

G &M K —SirKts ,arise S lam aboutto

closethis Councilof Knight of the Sword

J W —Sir Kts Draw Swords

G & M K —Generals,our laborsbeingended,
proclaimthat this Council of KI of the Swoid
is now closed

S Gen —Sir Kts , this Council of Kt of the
Swordis now closed

J Gen —Sir Kts , this Council of Kt of the
Sword is now closed

G & M K —Accordingly I now declare this
Councilof Kt of the Swordclosed

Knocks
G & M K with trowel (or sceptre), S Gen

J Gen , C G , and Sent with hilt of Sword
using left hand

J W —Sir Kts Return Swords

G & M K —Be seated,Sir Kts

Council of Knight of the East
(or Jordan Pass

RUBRIC

The Officers are placed as in Kt of the Sword,
except that the 2nd Capt of Gds is not
required. and Capt of Gds is at door The
tower used in Kt. of the Sword is not again
required

The Officers may be clothed in pale blue watered
silk sashes with gold fringe tied round the waist.
the ends hanging at the left side If so. K M sash
removed

All others remain clothed as in Council of Kt
Masons

A Couch should be provided for the Presiding
Officer

The Candidate represents Z . is clothed as a
R A Mason and wears the Sword from the
degree 0fKnight of the Sword

The followingis read before the opening

The dateis B.C 520which is sixteenyearslater
than the visit of Z. to King Cyrus when he
journeyed from Babylon This time Z comes
from Jerusalemto visit King Darius Thesceneis
laid at the Court of Persia in Ecbatana.The
PresidingOfficer representsKing Darius
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OPENING

G. & M K —Sir Kts arise. • I am aboutto
opena Councilof Knight of theEast

J. W —Sir Kts. Draw Sworils

Kiiocks S

G & M. K. with trowel (or sceptre), S. Gen.,
J. Gen., C.G., and Sent with hilt of Sword
using left hand

G. & M K —Sir Kt J Gen. What is the first
careofaKt oftheE.?

J Gen —To see that the Council is duly

guarded.G.&M K.

G. &M K —Seethatdutyperformed.

J Gen. knocks, • Opens door, looks out,
returns to place and reports.

J Gen —G. & M K , the Council is guarded.

G & M. K—Sir Kt Sen Gen What next
demandsourattention?

29

S Gen — To provethat all presentaretrue Kts

of the East,G &M K

G & M K —Direct the Wardensto prove that

all presentaretrueKts of the East

S Gen —Bro Wardens,it is the commandof
the G. & M K that you provethat all present
aretrueKts. of the East

Wardens divide P W with S Gen and J
Gen return to stations Jun divides P W with
Sen (4)

S. W —Sir Kt S. Gen , all present(“exceptthe
candidates’)aretrueKts of the East

S Gen —G & M K , all present(“exceptthe
candidates”)aretrue Kts of the East

G & M K —I now declare this Council of
Knight of the Eastopen,andlet theGenerals
so proclaimit

S Gen —Sir Kts ,this Council of Knight of the
East is now open.

J Gen.—SirKts., this Council of Knight of the
East is now open
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Knocks. 0

G & M. K with trowel (or sceptre), S. Gen
J. Gen., C.G., and Sent with hilt of Sword
using left hand.

J. W. —Sir Kts. ReturnSwords.

G. &M. K.—Beseated,SirKts

DEGREE K. OF E.

Conductor at curtain with
knocks. 0

Candidate —

Capt. of Gds.—G.& M. K. thereis an alarm.

G &M K—Ascertainthe cause.

Capt. of Gds —Whatis thecauseof thealarm?

Conductor—(for Z)—One Z., who having
received liberty from Cyrus to rebuild the
Temple, comesto demandJustice from the
G.&M King.

Capt. of Gds repeats—G. &M. K., OneZ., etc

G. & M. K.—How does he expect to be ad-
mitted?

Capt. of Gds —How does he expect to be
admitted?

Conductor (for Z)—By the liberty he has
received

Capt of Gds —G. & M. K., By the liberty he

hasreceived

G. &M K —Let him beadmitted.

Capt of Gds —It is the will of the G & M K
thathe bepermittedto enter

Z. is admitted andplaced west ofAltar

G & M K —Worthystrangerwho are you~

Conductor forZ —G. & M. K lam one Z. who
having found favor in the sightof Cyrusyour
predecessor,obtained from him liberty to
rebuild the Templeof the MostHigh, but on
the Journeyto my Country, I wasattacked,by
the enemiesof my Nation,despoiledof the
Insignia with which I had been honoredby
Cyrus,andwasenabledto force my wayover
the bridge which crossesthe river only by
meansof this Sword which Cyrus bestowed
upon me I now crave your graciousper-
mission to continue the building of the
Templeat Jerusalem,andto be favoredwith
your protection during the progressof the
work.
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G & M. K. —Generalsand Councillors (Gen.
erals rise) Let searchbe made amongstthe
records of our predecessor,to see if the
Stranger’sdeclarationbe confirmed

Generals search and find Roll

S Gen. —G & M. K., we have searchedthe
recordsandhavefoundat Achmetawhich is
in the Provinceof the Medesa Roll by which
thedeclarationof theStrangerisconfirmed.

G. & M K —Let the Roll beread.

Sen. Gen. reads Ezra VI:3 and 4.

3 In the first year of Cyrustheking the same
Cyrus the king madea decreeconcerningthe
houseof God at Jerusalem,Let the housebe
builded, the placewherethey offeredsacrifices,
and let the foundationsthereofbe strongly laid,
the height thereof threescorecubits, and the
breadththereofthreescorecubits.

4 With threerowsof greatstones,anda row
of new timber: andlet the expensesbegiven out
of the king’s house:

G. &M. K.—Z., approach (Conductor causes Z
to draw sword, place it on the cushion at Altar
and kneelon a with both knees)

6 Now therefore,Tatnai, governorbeyond
the river, Sh~thai-boznai,andyour companions
the Apharsachites,which are beyondthe river.
beye far from thence

7. Let the work of this houseof Godalone;
let thegovernorof the Jewsandthe eldersof th~
Jewsbuild this houseof Godin his place.

8. Moreover I makea decreewhat ye shall
do to the eldersof theseJewsfor the building of
this houseof God: thatof the king’s goods,even
of the tribute beyond the river, Iorthwith ex-
pensesbe given unto thesemen, that they be
nothindered.

11 Also I have made a decree, that
whosoevershall alter this word, let timber be
pulled down from his house,and being set up,
let him be hangedthereon,andlet his housebe
madea dunghill for this

12 And the Godthathathcausedhis nameto
dwell there destroy all kings and people, that
shallput to their handto alterandto destroythis
house of God which is at Jerusalem I Darius
havemadea decree,let it be donewith speed.

13 Then Tatnai, governor on this side the
river, Shethar-boznai,and their companions,
accordingtothatwhich Dariusthe king hadsent,
so theydid speedilyPriest reads Ezra VI:6-8, 11-13
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G. & M. K.(rises)—AII Sir
Candidateswill rise.

Conductor gives the usual
administers O.B. (5)

Knights and the

assurances and

I, A. B., o. m. o. f. w. a.a. I. t. p. o. A. G, a.
o. t, A. C. o.K. o. t. E, d. h. s. p. v.a. d. t. 1. w.
e. h. c. a. n. w. r. a. 0. t. s.o.o. b. t. t. d. o.K.
o. t. E. w. h. h. s.n. o. m. h. b. k. t. m. i. a. m.
w., a. t. I. w. n. c. t. s. t. a. b. a.w. k. b. K. o. t.
E. o. i. a. I. C. o. t. s.

I w. h. m. b. i. a.c. a. t. t. a. b. o. t. d. a.t. a.
b.o.a.o.m.f.d.

A. t. p. 1. s. p. v. a. d. t. o. w. e. e. o. m. r.
w., b. i. m. t. a.p. i. b. K. D., o. h. m. h. p. d. t.
t. t a. b. s. u. o. b. h. t., a. b. m. u. t. r. p. o. b.
d f. k. s. I. e. v. i. I. o. i. s. t. m. s.s. a. v. 0. B.
b. t. o. a.K. o. t. E ,a. I., i. t. a. o. t. G. K o. H.
a. E. t. k. m. s.l. t. d. o.o. t. s.

G &M. K. — (Goes to Altar)Z., We admire your
zeal and perseverancein endeavoringto
promotethe work you haveundertaken We
will give ordersfor the future protection of
yourbrethrenin rebuildingthe Temple.In the
meantimeas a mark of our esteemandfavor
we create you a Kt. of the East, Rise Sir
Kt Kt. of theEast.

We appointyou oneof our Guards,andas a
further mark of approbationinvestyou with
this scarfof paleblue wateredsilk with gold
fringe, tied roundthe waist, theendshanging
at the left side, in token of the victory you
obtainedoveryour enemiesat the passageof
theriver.

Furtherinstruction will now be given by your
Conductor.Be seated,SirKts.

G. &M.K returns to throne.

Under the direction of the Conductor, the
Wardens demonstrate the P W. & G. (4). the
Secret W & G. (6) and Sign (7)

At the close of the instruction the King calls his
S Gen. to him and holds quiet converse with
him. The King then reclines in rest and Sen.
Gen. returns to position and announces:—

S. Gen.—SirKnights, the G. & M. K. makes
known hispleasurethroughme thatwe three
shouldeachof us give his opinion in answer
to this question—Which is the strongest.
Wine, the King, or Women?’~ And he that
shall overcome,and whose sentenceshall
seemwiser than the others,unto him shall
Darius give great gifts and great things in
tokenof Victory.
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Priest reads I. Esdras111:4.8and 10-12

“Then three young men that were of, the
Guard that kept the King’s body spakeone to
another.

Let everyoneof us speaka sentence;He
that shall overcomeand whose sentenceshall
seemwiser that the others,unto him shall the
King Dariusgive gifts andgreatthingsin token of
victory; as,to be clothed in purple, to drink in
gold andto sleepupon gold, anda chariotwith
bridlesof goldandan headtireof fine linen, and
chain about his neck, and he shall sit next to
Darius becauseof his wisdom, and shall be
called Dariushis cousin

And theneveryonewrote his sentence,sealed
it, andlaid it underKing Dariushis pillow

Thefirst wrote—Wineis the strongest

Priest pauses while S. Gen places his billet
under King’s pillow.

The secondwrote—TheKing is strongest

Priest pauses while J Gen. places his billet
under Kings pillow

The third wrote—Womenare strongest,but
aboveall thingsTruth bearethaway theVictory

Conductor (for Z) now places his billet under
the King’s pillow The King rises up, draws the
billets from under the pillow, and resumes his
throne

G &M K.—Knocks • SirKts attend.

G & M K —Sir Kt S Gen deliver your

judgmenton tMe “Strengthof Win<’

Hands him his billet

S Gen. reads!. Esdras 111 18-24

18 0 ye men, how exceedingstrong is wine1
it causethall men to err thatdrink it

19 It makeththe mind of the king andof the
fatherlesschild to be all one,of the bondman
and of the freeman,of the poor man and the
rich.

20 It turneth also every thought into jollity
and mirth, so that a man rememberethneither
sorrownordebt

21 And it makethevery heartrich, so that a
man rememberethneitherking nor governor,
and it makethto speakall thingsby talents
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22. And when they are in their cups,they
forget their love both to friends and brethien,
anda little afterdrawoutswords:

23. But when they are from the wine, they
remembernotwhattheyhavedone.

24. 0 ye men, is not wine thestrongest,that
enforcethtodo thus?

G. & M. K—Sir Kt J Gen., deliver your
judgmenton the “Strengthof theKing

Hands him his billet

J. Gen. reads I Esdras IV:2, 3, 4. 8, 9, and
12

2 0 ye men,do not men excel in strength,
that bearruleoverseaandland andall thingsin
them?

3 But yet the king is moremighty for he is
lord of all thesethings,and hath dominionover
them, and whatsoeverhe commandeththem
theydo.

4 If he bid them makewar the one against
the other, theydo it, if he sendthem out against
the enemies, they go, and break down
mountains,walls, andtowers

8 If he commandto smite, they smite,if he
command to make desolate, they make
desolate,if he commandto build, they build.

9. If he commandto cut down, they cut
down; if hecommandto plant,they plant.

12. 0 ye men, how should not the king be
mightiest,whenin suchsort he is obeyed?
G. & M. K. —PrinceZ, deliveryour judgmenton

the “Strengthof Women

Hands him his billet.

Conductor (for Z) reads I Esdras IV 14-17,

32, 34, 35. 36, 38
14 0 ye men, it is notthe greatking, nor the

multitude of men, neither is it wine, that ex-
celleth, who is it then that ruleth them,or hath
the lordshipoverthem~are theynotwomen?

15 Women havebornethe King andall the
peoplethatbearrule by seaandland

16 Even of them came they; and they
nourishedthem up that plantedthe vineyards,
from whencethewine cometh
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17 Thesealso makegarmentsfor men, these
bring glory unto men; and without women
cannotmen be

32 0 ye men, how can it be but women
shouldbestrong,seeingtheydo thus?

34 0 ye men, arenot womenstrong?greatis
the earth,high is the heaven,swift is the sunin
his course, for he compasseththe heavens
roundabout,andfetchethhis courseagainto his
own placein oneday

35 Is he not great that maketh thesethings~
thereforegreatis the truth, andstrongerthan all
things

36 All the earthcalleth upon the truth, and
heavenblessethit all works shakeandtremble
at it, and with it is no unrighteousthing

37 Wine is wicked, the king is wicked.
women are wicked, all the children of men are
wicked, andsuchare all their wicked works,and
there is no truth in them in their
unrighteousnessalsotheyshallperish

38 As for thetruth, it endureth,and is always
strong,it liveth andconquerethforevermore

G. & M. K. and officers rise, raising their hands,
exclaim: —

Great is Truth and mighty aboveall thin9s.
(All are seated.)

G & M. K. —Ask whatthouwilt morethan is ap-
pointed in the writing andwe will give it thee
becausethouart found wisestandthoushalt
sit nextto usandbecalledourcousin.

Conductor (for Z.)—O King, rememberthy
vow, which thou hast vowed to build
Jerusalem,in the day when thou camestto
thy Kingdom.
And now, 0 Lord theKing, this is thatwhich I
require,andwhich I desireof thee, andthis is
the princelyliberality proceedingfrom thyself;
I desiretherefoie~thatthou makegood the
vow, the performancewhereof with thine
own mouth thou hastvowed ~othe King of
Heaven.

G. & M. K. —We grant your requestand will
perform our vow.

G. & M. K. advances and embraces Z. (Can-
didate) with the G. (6) declaring —

Great is Truth and mighty aboveall things
(Magna est veritas et praevalebit) and imparts
to him the G.W. (8)
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He then conducts Z. to a seat beside the
Throne

Priest reads I Esdras IV.’47.

Then Dariusthe King stoodup, andkissed
him, and wrote letters for him unto all the
treasurersand lieutenants and captains and
governors, that they should safely convey on
their way bothhim andall thosethat go up with
him to build Jerusalem.

G. & M K —Let the S. & J. Generalsconduct
PrinceZ. safelyon hisway.

Conductor & Z. salute (7) and retire, being
conducted to door by Generals.

Endof Degree

CLOSING

G. & M. K—Sir Kts. arise. S lam aboutto
closethis Councilof Knight of the East.

J.14/.—SirKts. Draw Swords.

G & M K.—Generals,our laborsbeing ended,
proclaim that this Council of Knight of the
Eastis now closed.

S Gen—Sir Kts. This Council of Knight of the
Eastis now closed.

J Gen.—Sir Kts. I’his Council of Knight of the
Eastis now closed.

G. & M. K —Accor~dingly I declarethis Council
of Knight of the Easttobenow closed.

I(nocks. S

G. & M.K. with trowel (or sceptre), S Gen.,
J. Gen., C.G., and Sent. with hilt of Sword
using left hand.

J. W. —SirKts. ReturnSwords.

G &M. K. —Be seatedSir Kts.



44 45
Council of Knight of the Eastand West

(or Royal Order)

RUBRIC

The officers and clothing are the same as in
Council of Kt. Masons.

The Candidate represents Z., is clothed as a
R./~. Mason and wears bluesash and a sword

The following is read before the opening

The date is B.C. 520 sychronizing with the
return~of Z to Jerusalem,from his visit to King
Darius and with the latter’s confirmation of the
decreeof Cyrus.

TheSceneis laid inJerusalem.
Thisis a MasonicCouncil.

OPENING

E.C. —Bros. Kts. andAncientsarise • lam
aboutto opena Councilof Knight of the E. &
W.

J.W. —Sir Kts. DrawSwords.

Knocks. See

E.C. with trowel, S. Kt., J. Kt., C.G., and
Sent. with hilt of Sword using left hand.

E.C —Bro. J Kt , in opening a Council of
Knight of the E. & W. what is the first duty to
bedischarged?

J Kt.—To seethat the Capt. of Gds. is at his
post and that the Council may meet in
seclusion,EC.

E.C.—BroJ Kt. Seethatthe Capt.of Gds.isso
placed

J Kt. (Having seen door tyled and returned to
station). E.C. the Capt of Gds is at hispost
andthe seclusionof the Council is assured.

E.C.—Bro. S. Kt. What next demandsour
attentio&

S. Kt —To provethat all presentare trueKts of
the E & W , E C

E.C.—Bro S. Kt , direct the wardensto prove
that all presentaretrueKts of the E & W

S Ke —Bro Wardens,it is the commandof the
E C that you proveall presentare true Kts
of theE.&W.

J.W.—Sir Kts. ReturnSwords.
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Wardens receive word from 5K. and J.K.

and return to stations. Jun. gives W to Sen (9)

J.W.—SirKts Draw Swords.

S. W. — Bro. S. Kt. All present (“except the
candidates”)are trueKts. of the E. & W.

S. Kt.—E.C. All present (“except the can-

didates”)aretrueKts. of the E. & W.

E.C. —Bro. S. Kt. Whatis thehour?

S. Kt. —Thehourof rebuildingtheTemple,E.C.

E.C.—Let the Sen.and Jun. Kts. proclaim to
the Kts. and Ancientsof the Tribes of Judah
and Benjaminthat this Council of, Kt. of the
E. & W. ~snow openfor the fulfillment of our
labors.

S Kt.—Bros. Kts. andAncients,this Council of
Knight of E & W. is now open for the
fulfillment of our labors.

J. Kt —Bros. Kts. andAncients,this Council of
Knight of the E. & W. is now open for the
fulfillment of ourlabors.

Knocks. SOS SO

E.C. with trowel, S. Kt., J. Kt., C. G., and
Sent., with hilt of Sword using left hand

J. W. —Sir Kts. ReturnSwords.

E.C —Be seatedSir Kts.

DEGREE Kt oftheE.&W.

Conductor at curtain with Candidate —

knocks. ogo SO

Capt. of Gds.—E.C.,thereis an alarm.

E.C. —Ascertainthe cause.

Capt. of Gds—Whatis thecauseof thealarm.?

Conductor (for Z)—A Brother who hadreceived
liberty from Cyrusto rebuildthe Templeand
afterward obtained a confirmation of the
samefrom Dariusnow comesto residewith
his brethrenin Judea.

Capt. of Gds. repeats— E.C., “A Brother, etc.”

E.C.—Hisname?

Capt. of Gds. repeats to Conductor.

- ---,--~ —
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Conductor (for Z)—Z.

Capt of Gds —z

E C —Bros Kts andAncients. Z is the Prince
of the favoredTribe He it is who is to finish
the rebuilding of the Temple Let Z enler the
Council

Z entersand is conducted west of Altar

E C —Let us be made acquaintedwith your

claims
Conductor Uor Z ) — E C , when the yearsof our

captivity had expired I appearedbefore the
Throne of Cyrus, who admitting the Justice
of my claims grantedme liberty, and arming
mewith this Sword, admittedme a Brotherof
his Order, the insignia of which I lost in a
contestwith our enemiesat the Bridge, and
had it not beenfor my good Sword, I should
not have beenable to force a passageThe
strength and opposition of our enemies
continuing to increase, I presentedmyself
before King Darius,who, having honored me
with the rankof Kt of the East,of which the
sash I now wear is the Emblem, has given
orders for our protection during the progress
of our Work

I now claim your graciouspermissionto be
received into your Order

E C —Bro. Z . the zeal and perseverance you
have shown in the great cause, merits a
participation in the highest honors we can
bestow, but you must first convince us that
the long and painful captivity you, in com-
mon with our Brothershave suffered, hasnot
obliteratedfrom your memory the knowledge
of the mysteriesyou have already received.
therefore advanceto the Altar, and exhibit
the signsof the E A . F C , M M , M M M.,
andR A

Conductor and Candidate advance to Altar
and give signs

E.C —We are convinced that zeal and per-
severancecan overcomeall difficulties and
dangers You have been despoiled of the
insignia granted you by Cyrus, and yet
retained those principles of Masonry im-
plantedin your mind by the gradationsof our
Order This will convince you (if anything
should be lacking) that no honors are so
peimanentasthose of M

E C —Draw your Swoid Lay it on the cushion
on which I now ask you to kneel on both
knees
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E.C. (rises):—AII SirKnightsandthe Candidates
will rise.

After assurances the following 08 is given by
EC. (10)

I, A. B., o. m. o. f. w. a.a t p o A.G., a
o.t A.C.o.K.o t.E.&W ,d h.s p.v.a d
t. I w. e h c. a. n. w. r. a o t. s o o b t
K M. w h h s n. o m. h. b k t m. i a. m. w
a.t l.w.n.c.t.s.t.a b a.w.b K.o.E &W.,
0.1. a.I C o t. sI. w h m, b. i. a. c. a t t a
b. o t. d. a. t. a. b o a.o m f d A t. p. 1 s
p. v a d t. o. w e e. o m. r w a b m u
p.o.b d.J.K.I h i t.a.o t G.C o H.&E
t k m. s i t. d o o t s

E. C. picks up trowelfrom Altar

E C. —Cyruscreatedyou a Kt andinvestedyou
with a sword I presentyou with this trowel,
that in futureyou may use eitherone or the
otherduring therebuildingof theTemple

Replaces trowel on Altar.

Priest reads Neh IVI 7.18.

They that builded on the wall and they that
bare burdenswith them that laded, every one
with oneof his handswrought in the work, and
with the otherhandhelda weapon

For the builders, everyone had his sword
girded by his side and so builded, and he that
soundedthetrumpetwasby me.

E C.—As a token of my esteemI createyou a
Kt.oftheE.&W Arise SirKt Kt.
of theE. & W.

He is then invested with red sash, having
green rosette at the crossing, and an apron with
three green rosettes.

E.C. —This sashandapronare the Emblemsof
the Rank or Degreeto which you have at-
tained and in commemorationof the green
sash with which Cyrus presentedyou we
haveaddedrosettesof the samecolor.

Prleoi reads E~ra 1:5.

Then rose up the chief of the fathersof Judah
~tnd l3enjamin and the priests and the Levites
with all them whosespirit God hadraised,to go
up to build the houseof the Lord which is in
Jerusalem

E C —Be seatedSir Kts.

Further instruction will be given by your
Conductor.
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Under direction of Conductor, the Wardens
demonstrate the P W & G (9) and S W & G
(11) and G 5 (12) E C responds with C S
(13)

(The Address may be given at this time)

E C —Sir Kts., ariseandsaluteour newKts ol
theE. & W

SS@ 66New Kts. of E. & W. are saluted

Endof Degree

CLOSING

E C —Bros Kts. andAncientsarise. S I am

aboutto closethis Council ol Knight of ihe E.

J W —Bro. Kts DrawSwords.

E C. —Bra Sen Kt. Whatis the hour?

S KL —E C., the hour when captivity has
ceasedandthebuilding of the Templeis to be
completed.

E.C. —Let th~ Sen.andJun Kts. proclaim to
the Kts. andAncientsof theTribesof Judah
find Benjaminthat Ihis Councilof Knight of
the I~, & W. is now closed.

~ 1(1 -v I$t’o~. Kt~. and Ancients,this Council of
KIlIfJht of the i~. & W. is nowclosed

4, ICic -~ Bros. Kts. andAncients,this Council of
KnIght of the E & W is now closed

E C —Bros Kts and Ancients Accordingly I
declarethis Council of Kt of the E & W to
be nowclosed

4

I,
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Knocks. @66 66

(E.C. with trowel, S. Kt., J. Kt., C.G., and
Sent.,with hiltof Sword using left hand.)

J.W —Sir Kts. ReturnSwords.

E.C.—Be seatedSir Kts.

On res~urnption of labor, E.C. directs Wardens
to demonstrate Kt. Mason P.W. (I) and 5. (2)
Then E.C. invests new members with jewel.

E.C. —The Jewel of the Order is a Star with
crossedswords upon it, suspendedfrom a
greenribbon. Sir Knights, ariseandsaluleour
newmember(s).

is saluted byNew member(s)
all, OSOSe ••

ADDRESS

Three of the mostoutstandingeventsin the
religious history of the Jewswere the building of
the First Temple by King Solomon, the
restorationof that Temple by King Josiahand
the building of the SecondTemple by Zerub-
babel,a Princeof the Houseof Judah.

Thefirst of theserepresentsthe traditionsand
teaching if Ancient Craft Masonry; the second
forms tI - subject of Royal Arch Masonry in
Ireland, whilst the return of the Jews from
Babylonandthe building of the secondTemple
form thethemeof Knight Masonry

You havenow attainedtothe rankanddignity
of a KnightMason.

As a Knight of the Sword you ~v~reinvested
with a Sword, the emblemof Justice,to remind
you to dealjustly by all men.

As a Knight of the East and West you were
presentedwith a Trowel, a symbol of labor, to
remInd you that it shouldbe your constantcare
to labor with us in our efforts to achievethat
Idealof Masonry—TheBrotherhoodof Man.

I

I
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We dramatizethe returnof the ~Judeansfrom
their captivity in Babylon andthe building of the
secondTemple by Zerubbabelunder hostile
attacks by enemiesand in doing so adhere
closely to ihe records of Holy Writ In your
symbolic journey through these degreesyou
haverepresenteda greatprototypewho hasleft
us outstandingexamplesof Fidelity. Faith and
Courageandin enactingthesescenesyou have
demonstratedthe greatlessonthatTruth beareth
awaytheVictory
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