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INSTRUCTIONS AND MANUAL OF SWORDSFOR
MASTERS OF THE VAILS

In the openingand closing ceremoniesof the
Chapter, all officers armedwith swords should
familiarize themselves with the following in—
structions:

1. During the openingandclosingceremonies
of the Chapter, when the Mastersof the
Vails are addressedin the recitation of
their duties, should executethe SALUTE
SWORD (See instructions) before respond-
ing. Retain the position until the recitation
Is ended. Then execute CARRY SWORD
(See instructions), and return to their sta-
tion, remainstandingfacing East.

2. On all other occasionswhen the Masters
of the Vails wish to speakor areaddressed,
they should respectfully addressthe chair,
execute the SALUTE SWORD, retain the
position until he has stated that which he
wishesto say,executeCARRY SWORD,and
resumehis seat.

3. When the command ‘tBe In Order As Royal
Arch Mason” Is given, the Mastersof the
Valls should execute PRESENT SWORD
(SeeInstructions).

4. In rendering honors to Present or Past
Grand Officers and visitors of Rank, the
Mastersof the Valls shouldexecute PRE-
SENT SWORD as they pass their stations.
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MANUAL OF THE SWORD

While certainofficers of the Chapterarearmed
with swords, It is often the case that little or no
attention Is paid to the propermannerof handling
them. The motions necessaryfor Chapterpurposes
may be readily learned, and the result will more
than compensatefor the time spent in acquiring.
The following will serve asa guide for properuse
of the sword:

DRAW SWORD

Seize the scabbardnear the top with the left
hand and graspthe handle of the sword with the
right hand;draw swordquickly, raising the arm to
its full extent at an angleof forty—five degrees,
the sword in a straight line with the arm; makea
slight pause, drop the left handby the side.

CARRY SWORD

Bring the back of the blade againstthe right
shoulder,the bladeperpendicular;arm nearlyex-
tendeddownward, the thumb andfirst two fingers
embracingthe handle;left sideof handlewith thumb
againstthigh.

PRESENT SWORD

Carry the swordvertically to the front, raising
the handashigh astheneck,andsIx inchesfrom it;
the thumb on the back of the handle; back of the
handle to the right, elbow closeto the body; blade
Inclined to the front at anangleof thirty degrees.
Left handdownat side.

SALUTE SWORD

Execute PRESENT SWORD, thendrop point of

the sword by extending the arm, sothat the right
hand is brought near the right thigh; backof hand
down; the bladeinclining downwardandtothefront.
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RETURN SWORD

Take the position of PRESENT SWORD,at the
sametime graspthe scabbardnearits topwith the
left hand; carry the right hand oppositeand six
inches from theleft shoulder;lower the bladeand
pass it acrossandalongthe left arm; the point to
the rear; turn slightly to the left, fixing the eyes
on the openingof the scabbard; returnthe blade;
turn head to the front and drop the handsby the
sides.

OPENING

(No salutationshouldbegivenuntil after theChapter
hasbeenpurgedandtiled. Officerswhenaddressed
by the CH or EHPshouldrise,If seated,salutewith
sword, or give sign of fidelity. Retainsalutewhile
officer is speaking.)
EHP (r) Comp.CH
CH (Rises,draws swordandsalutes) EHP
EHP — OrganizeaChapterof Royal Arch Masons
CH (Carry Sword) Officers take your respective

stations. Companionsbe clothed (RAC closes
doorsbeforetaking his station) (Vails andRAC
are seatedfacing the North; when doingwork
face the West) (Companions are clothed by
putting on their Royal Arch Apron, Cap, and
White gloves.)

CH — (Saluting) EHP, a Chapter of Royal Arch
Masonsis duly organized.

EHP — Are all present Royal Arch Masons?
CH — I will ascertainandreport
CH — Comp. PSJ, ascertain if all presenton the

South Side of the Tabernacleare Royal Arch
Masons. Comp. RAC, ascertainif all present
on the North Side of the Tabernacleare Royal
Arch Masons.

(PSJ beginning at East takes up pass on
South Sideof Tabernacle)

I

(RAC beginning at East takesup pass on
NorLh Sideof Tabernacle)

(Moving togetherthey meet in the Westand
go backin doublefile throughthevailsto
their station.) (The pass is not taken
from the Council or Vails.)

EHP — (rrr)
RAC — (At station and saluting) Comp. CH, all

presenton the North Sideof the Tabernacleare
RoyalArch Masons.

PSJ — (At station andgiving signof fidelity) Comp.
CH, all presenton the South Sideof the Taber-
nacleare RoyalArch Masons.

CH — (Saluting) EHP, all presenlareRoyal Arch
Masons.

EHP — (r) (CH remainsstandingat salute)
EHP — Are therea constitutionalnumberpresent

to open a Chapterof Royal Arch Masons?
CH — There arethreetimesthree.
EHP — Call the Companionsto order as Royal

Arch Masons.
CH — (CarryingswordandaddressingCompanions)

Companionsbe in order asRoyalArchMasons.
(Companionswill rise andgive duegard)

CH — (Saluting) EHP, the Companionsare inorder
asRoyal Arch Masons.

EHP — (r) (CH remainsstandingat salute)Comp.
CH, when a Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsis
aboutto be openedwhatbecomesyourfirst duty?

CH — To see that the Sentinel is at his postand
the outercourtsof the Tabernaclearesecurely
guarded.

EHP — Attend to that duty andinform the Sentinel
that the EHP is abouttoopenaChapterof Royal
Arch Masons, anddirect him to guardaccord-
ingly.

CH — (Saluting) Comp.RAC
RAC (Rising andsaluting) Comp.CH

(Vails will also rise and draw swords)
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C H — See that the Sentinel is at his postand the
outer courts of the Tabernacleare securely
guardedand inform him that the EHPis about
to open a Chapterof RoyalArch Masons.Direct
him to guardaccordingly.

RAC (Carry Sword) (Goesto altar, gets Sentinel’s
sword andapron) (Aboutfaceandpassedthrough
Vails West to door) (Vails salutingashepasses
and remain standingat carry sword) (At door
give (r)

SENTINEL — (r)
RAC — (Opens door, hands sword and apron to

sentinel) Comp. Sentinel, I am directedto in-
form you that theEHPisabouttoopena Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons.Takeduenotice thereof
and guardaccordingly. (Closesdoor and gives
rrr—rrr—r)

SENTINEL — rrr—rrr—r
RAC — (Carry Sword) (Returns through Vails to

station) (Vails salutingashe passes)(Saluting)
Comp. CH, the Sentinel Is at his postandthe
outer courts of the Tabernacleare securely
guarded.

CH — (Saluting) EHP the Tabernacleis secure.
EHP — (r) (RAC and Vails are seated) (OH re-

mainsstandingat salute)Are you a Royal Arch
Mason?

CH — I am that I am
EHP — How shall I know you to be a Royal Arch

Mason?
CH — By three times three under a living arch

andover a triangle.
EHP — Why In thatmanner?
CH — Becausein thatmanneronly cantheprinci-

pal secrets of this degreebe communicated.
EHP — WherewereyoumadeaRoyalArchMason?
CH — In alegallyconstitutedanddulyopenedChap-

ter of RoyalArch Masonsassembledin aplace
representingthe Tabernacleerected by our
ancient brethren near the ruins of King Solo-
mon’s Temple.

EHP — How many compose a Chapterof Royal
Arch Masons?

OH — Nine or more.
EHP — Whencomposedof only nine,who arethey?

OH — The EHP, King andScribe;CH PSJ,andRAC,
and the threeMastersof the Vails.

EHP — Whom do the first three represent?

OH — Joshua, Zerubbabel,and Haggal;who com-
posedthe first GrandMasonic Council assem-
bled at Jerusalem,and held their meetingsin
the Tabernacle.

EHP — Whom do the lastthreerepresent?
CH — Those three of our ancientbrethrenwho

discovered and brought to light the principal
secretsof this degreeafter they hadlain burled
in darknessfrom the deathof our GrandMaster
Hiram Abiff, until the building of the second
Temple, andasa rewardfor theirvaluableser-
viceswereappointedMastersoftheValls.

EHP — How many valls werethere?
CH — Four
EHP — What do the four valls represent?
CH — The four principal tribesof the Children of

Israel, who bore their bannersthroughthe wil-
derness,namely, Judah,Reuben,Ephraim,and
Dan, whose emblemswere the Lion, the Man,
the Ox, andthe Eagle.

EHP — What do these banners emblematically
teach?

CH — That when engagedin the pursuitof Truth,
the greatobjectof Masonicstudy,weshouldhave
the courageof the Lion; the Intelligenceof Man;
the patienceof the Ox; andthe swiftnessof the
Eagle.

EHP — The Master of the first vail’s station.
CH — Within the first vail. (OH remainstanding,

Carry Sword)
EHP — rr (Vails rise, Carry Sword)CompMaster

of the first vail.
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M1V — (Takesthree stepsforward, faces right,
andsalutes)EHP

EHP — Your duty
M1V — (Sword at salute) To guard the first vail

andadmit none without the pass.
EHP — What is the pass?
M1V —

EHP — What is the color of your vail?
M1V — Blue, which is emblematicalof friendship,

the peculiarcharacteristicof a MasterMason.
EHP — The Master of the SecondVail’s station.
M1V — Within the secondvail. (Carry sword,face

right, take threestepsbackto station, face the
East,remainstanding.)

EHP — Comp.Masterof the secondvail.
M2V — (Takesthree stepsforward, faces right,

andsalutes)EHP.
EHP — Your duty.
M2V — To guard the secondvail andadmit none

without the words, andsign of the Masterof the
first vail.

EHP — Whatare his words?
M2V — S - H - and J.
EHP — What is his sign?
M2V — An imitation of that which wasgivenbythe

Lord unto Moses when he commandedhim to
casthis rod on the ground.

EHP — Whatis thecolor of your Vail?

M2V — Purple, which is formedby a dueadmix-
ture of blue and scarlet is placedbetweenthe
first andthird vailswhich areof thesecolors to
denote that intimate connectionthatexistsbe-
tweenthe Master Mason Degree and the Holy
Royal Arch.

EHP — The Master of the Third Vail’s station.

M2V — Within the third Vail. (Carry sword, face
right, takethreestepsbackto stationfacesthe
East,remainstanding.)

EHP — Comp.Masterof the Third Vail.

M3V — (Takesthreestepsforward,faceright, and
salute) EHP

EHP — Your duty.
M3V — To guard the Third Vail and admit none

without the words, andsign of the Masterof the
secondVail.

EHP — Whatare his words?
M3V—M ,A ,andB
EHP — What is his sign?
M3V — An imitation of that whichwas givenbythe

Lord unto Moseswhen he commandedhim to
place his handinto his bosom.

EHP — What Is the color of your Vail?
M3V — Scarlet,which is emblematicalofthatfer—

vency and zeal which should actuateall Royal
Arch Masons.

EHP — TheRoyal Arch Captain’sstation.
M3V — Within the fourth vail or sanctuary.(Carry

sword, faceright, takesthreestepsbacktosta-
tion, facesthe East,andremainstanding.)

EHP — Comp.RoyalArch Captain.
RAC — (Takes three steps forward, face right,

and salute) EHP.
EHP — Your duty
RAC — (Swordat salute)To guardthefourthvail or

sanctuary and admit none without the words,
sign andsignetof the Masterof the Third Vail.

EHP — Whatare his words?
RAC—J ,Z ,H.
EHP — What is his sign?
RAC — An Imitation of that which wasgivenby the

Lord untoMoseswhenhecommandedhim topour
water upon the dry land.

EHP — What i~ his signet?
RAC — That of Zerubbabelor truth.
EHP — What is the color of your Vail?
RAC — White, and emblematicalof that purity of

heartandrectitudeofconduotthatlsessentialto
gain admissioninto the Holy of Holies above.

EHP — The PSJStation
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RAC — At the left andinfrontof theCouncil (carry
sword, facesright, stepsthreepacesforwardto
station, faces left towards the East, remains
standing.)

EHP — Comp. PSJ
PSJ — (Facesright East, gives sign of Fidelity)

EHP.
EHP — Your duty
PSY — To bring the blind by a way that they knew

not, to lead them In paths that they havenot
known, to makedarknesslight before them and
crookedthings straight.

ERP — The CR Station
PSJ — At the right and in front of the Council.

(Remainsstandingfacing East.)
EHP — Comp. CH
CJ — (Facingthe East,andsaluting) EHP
EHP — Your duty
CH — (Sword at salute) To obeythe Ordersof the

EHP and see them duly executed,to introduce
strangersamongtheworkmenandto seethatthe
outer Courts of the Tabernacleare securely
guarded.

EHP — The Scribesstation.
CR — On the left in the Council
ERP — His duty
CR — To assistthe EHP in the dischargeof his

dutiesand in his absenceand thatof the King to
presideover the Chapter.

EHP — The Kings Station
CH — On the right in the council
ERP — His duty
CH — To assistthe EHP in the dischargeof his

dutiesand in his absenceto presideover the
Chapter.

EHP — The ERP Station.
CH — In the Sanctuaryand in the center of the

Council.
EHP — His duty

OH — To presideover andgoverntheChapterwith
fidelity, to readandexpoundthelaw, toofficiate
in the Tabernacle,andoffer up the incenseof a
pureandcontriteheartto the Great I Am.

EHP — Comp.OH,assembletheCompanionsindue
form for our devotions.(rrr)

OH — (Carry swordandfacingCompanions)Com-
panions assemblein processionof two files on
the North side of theTabernaclefacingtheEast.
(All the Companionswill assemblein two files
on the North side of the Tabernaclefacing the
East.

A

CH PSJ.. .3
RAC. .

.2

1 2 3....

The CH leadsthe left file, the PSJfollowed by
the RAC leadsthe right file.) (Whileprocession
is being formed, the Vails remainstandingat
their statIons,facingthe North.)

CH — (When processionis formedandready)For-
wardMarch. (Whenprocessionstarts,theVails
left face andmarchin single file to West; then
make right turn, and halt.) Theprocessionled
by the OH and PSJwill makeshort right turn,
(do notpassbetweenAltar and East);thenshort
right turn and West to Vails; then make left
turn passing in front of Vails in West; then
make left turn marchingtowardEast; the lines
divldlng at the Altar andhalt.) (Seeillustration)
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OH — Halt. Inward face.
(TheValis flow marchforward to WestofAltar)

EHP — (The Council risesandthe EHPmay read
or omit if desired,thefollowing charge.)

CHARGE

Now we commandyou,zbrethren,thatye with-
drawyourselvesfrom everybrotherthatwalketh
disorderly, andnot arter the traditionwhich he
receivedfrom us. For yourselvesknow how ye
oughtto follow us, for we havebehavednoLour-

• selvesdisorderlyamongyou. Neitherdidweeat
any man’s bread for noughL; but wroughtwith
labor and travail night and day, thatwe might
notbe chargeableto any of you; not becausewe
havenot power, but to makeourselvesan ex-
ample unto you to follow us. For evenwhenwe
werewith you, this we commandyou,thatif any
would not work, neither shouldhe eaL For we
hearthereare somewhich walk amongyoudis-
orderly, working not at all, but arebusybodies.
Now themthat are such,wecommandandexhort
thatwith quietnessthey work, andeattheirown
bread. But ye, brethren,be notweary in well-
doing. And LI any manobeynot ourwordby this
epistle, notethat man, andhaveno companywith
him, that he maybe ashamed.Yet counthim not
as an enemy, but admonishhim asa brother.
Now the Lord of peacehimself give you peace
alwaysby all means.The Lord be with you all.

CH — (Carrysword)Kneelontherightknee.(Pause)
(All Companionskneel on the right knee)
Form a chain with the right handover the left

arm. (Pause)(Companionsplaceright hand
over left arm andlink hands)

EHP, the Companionsare in dueform for our
devotionsandawaityour presence.

(CH return sword, and takesproper position
andkneelingin line.)

EH — The Council will descend.
(EHP, King, and Scribetakepositionsin vacant

placesat headof arch)
(EHP in center, King on right, and Scribe on

left.)
EHP — (EHPor PSJrecitesthe following prayer)

PRAYER

Direct us, 0 Lord, in theseandall our doings
with Thy most Gracious favor, andfurtherus
with Thy continualhelp,that inall ourworksbe-
gun, continued,andendedin Thee,that wemay
glorify thy Holy Name,andfinally by Thy mercy
obtain everlastinglife. Amen.

Companions— (Response)Amen. Amen. Amen. So
Mote Et Be.

EHP — Companions, balance three times three,
taking timefrom the East.
(Companionsbalanceby raising their armsup

anddownnine times.
EHP — Arise (All rise to their feetbreakingthe

chain.)
EHP — Companion OH, form the Companionsin

groups of three for the purposeof raising the
Royal Arch.

CH — Companionsform in groupsof threefor the
purposeof raisingtheRoyalArchbeginnlngwith
the Vails.
(ThethreeVails form arch; andeachline form
group of threeon the righL andleft to the East;
CH directs the forming of the groupsandwhen
completedform last groupwith PSJ andRAC.)

OH — EHPthe groupsare formed.
EHP — (Forming group with King and Scribe)

Companions,repeatafter me:
As we threedid agree
In peace,love andunity
The Sacredword to search
As we threedid agree
In peace,love andunity
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The SacredWord to keep
So we threedo now agree
In peace,love and unity
To raisethe RoyalArch

E HP — Battery threetimesthree.
(Hands still clasped,bring the right hand
with force down upon the left.)

Raisethe Arch.
(The right hands are raised above their
heads.)

Give the Word
(The wordsare given at low breathandcom-
municated from right to left in syllables,
eachCompanionin successionbeginningthe
first syllable, sothat the wordis giventhree
timesaround,as follows:

1st Comp. 2nd Comp. 3rd Comp.
J B 0

J B
o J
B 0.

J H V
J H

V J
H V.

G 0 D
G 0

D G
o D.

EHP — (Mter Word has been given) Lower the
Arch. (Theright handsare lowered)

Battery threetime three.
(Battery is given as before) (The groups
now separate)

The Council will return.
(The EHP, King, Scribe, CHandVails return
to their stations)
The Companionsremainstanding.)

EHP — Comp.Cli, It Is my orderthataChapterof
Royal Arch Masonsbe now openedfor thetrans-
actionof suchbusinessasmaylegallycomebe-
fore it. This you will communicateto the Com-
panionspresent.

CH — (Carry swordandfacingWest)It Istheorder
of the EHP thataChapterofRoyalArch Masons
benow openedfor the transactionof suchbusi-
ness as may legally come beforeit. Takedue
noticeand governyourselvesaccordingly.

EHP — Comp. PSJ,attendat the altar anddisplay
the Great Lights.

(PSJgoesto altar andopensBible at Ezra I,
give duegardandsign, andreturnsto station)

EHP — Companions,observe the East, attendto
giving the signs.

(Signs are given from Entered Apprentice
throughRoyalArch)

EHP — rrr—rrr—rrr. By the authority vestedmine
andthisCharteremanatingfromtheMostExcel-
lent_________________GrandChapter, Holy
Royal Arch Masons,of the Stateof ___________

the Most Excellent______________GrandHigh
Priest, now presiding, and in the nameof the
GreatI Am, (nowdeclare Chapter,
No. , duly opened.
Comp.CH, Inform the Sentinel.

CH — Comp.RAC, Inform the sentinel.
RAC — (Salutes) (Goes to door, Valls saluting as

he passes) (At door gives rrr—rrr—r.) Wails
remainstanding,sword at carry)

Sent. — (Answers)rrr—rrr—r. (Opensdoor)
RAC — Comp. Sentinel Chapter,

No , is now open.
(Closesdoor,gives rrr—rrr—r.)

Sent. — (Answers)rrr—rrr—r.
RAC — (Returns to station) (Salutes)Comp. CH,

the Sentinelis informed.
Wails saluteashe passes)

CH — (Salutes) EHP, the Sentinelis informed.
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EHP — If therebe present, any Presentor Past
Grand Officers; any Present or Past High—
Priests, you are cordially and fraternally in-
vited to a seat in the Council. (r) Comp.CH,
clear the ante room.

(Cli andRAC meetWestof altar and march
to stationsin West.)
(Valls rise andpresentswordsastheypass.)

CH — (Saluting)Coinp. RAC, clearthe ante-room.
(RAC admitswaiting Companionsinto Chap-
ter.)

(EHPproceedswiththebusinessof theChapter.)

SALUTATIONS

Companions entering the Chapter Roomafter the
openingof the Chaptershouldproceedto theAltar,
ascertainif the three Great Lights are in proper
order, andgive the salutationasfollows:

Draw the right hand across the forehead three
times, in imitation of the duegard and sign, and each
time repeat aloud “Holiness To The Lord,” then
give duegard,bow, andsay,“ExcellentHigh Priest,
King, Scribe, and Companions, Good Evening.”
Then on invitation from the ExcellentHigh Priest,
takesseatamongthe Companions.

ROYAL ARCH OPENING
(Short Form)

EHP — (r) Comp. Cli.
CH — (Rises, Draws Sword and salutes) EHP.
EHP — Organizea Chapterof RoyalArchMasons.
CH — (Carry Sword) Officers takeyour respective

Stations. Companions be clothed.
(RAC closes door beforetaking his station.
Vails andRAC are seatedfacingNorth; when
doingdegreeworkfacetheWest.Companions
are clothed by putting on their Royal Arch
Apron, Cap, andWhite Gloves).

Cli — (Saluting) EHP, A Chapterof Royal Arch
Masonsis duly organized.

EHP — Are all presentRoyalArch Masons?(rrr)
Cli — (Looking around,andif satisfied)All present

areRoyal Arch Masons.
Cli — (If notsatisfied)Comp.RAC, Ascertainif all

presentare Royal Arch Masons.
(RAC proceedsto takeup thepassaroundChap-
ter Room, returnsto Station).

RAC — (Saluting)Comp. CH all presentare Royal
Arch Masons.

Cli — (Saluting) EHP, All presentareRoyal Arch
Masons.

EHP — (r) Are there a constitutional number
presentto openaChapterof RoyalArchMasons?

CH — Thereare threetimesthree.
EHP — Call theCompanionstoorderasRoyalArch

Masons.
CH — (Carry Sword and addressing Companions)

Companions, be In order as Royal Arch Masons.
(Companionswill rise and give duegard)

CH — (Saluting) EHP, the Companionsareinorder
asRoyal Arch Masons.

EHP — (r) (CH remainsstandingat salute)Coinp.
CH, when a Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsis
aboutto be openedwhatbecomesyourfirst duty?

CH — To see that the Sentinelis at his post,and
that theoutercourtsof the Tabernacleare se-
curely guarded.

EHP — Attend to that duty andinform the sentinel
that the EHPisabouttoopenaChapterof Royal
Arch Masonsanddirecthim toguardaccordingly.

CH — (Saluting)Comp.Royal Arch Captain.
RAC — (Raisingand saluting) Coinp. Cli.

Wails also rise anddrawswords.)
CH — See that the Sentinelis at his post, andthat

the outer Courtsof the Tabernaclearesecurely
guardedand Inform him that the EHPis about
to opena Chapterof RoyalArchMasons.Direct
him to guardaccordingly.

—is—
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RAC — (Carry Sword) (Goesto Altar, gets Senti-
nel’s Sword and Apron) (About facesand pass
throughVails West toDoor)Wails Salutingashe
passesand remain standingat carry sword)
(At door gives (r).

SENTINEL — (r)
RAC — (Opens door, hands Sword and Apron to

Sentinel) I am directed~to inform you that the
EHP is aboutto opena Chapterof Royal Arch
Masons.Takeduenotice thereofandguardac-
cordingly. (Closes door and gives rrr—rrr—r.)

SENTINEL — rrr-rrr-r
RAC — (Carry Sword) (Returns through Vails to

Station) Wails Salutingashe passes).
(Saluting) Comp.Cli, the Sentinelis at his post
and the outer Courts of the Tabernacleare
securelyguarded.

Cli — (Saluting) EHP, the Tabernacleis secure.
EHP — (r) (RAC andVailsareseated)(Cli remains

standingat salute)Are youaRoyalArchMason?
Cli — I am that I am
EHP — How shall I know you to be a Royal Arch

l~1ason?
Cli — By Threetimes Three,undera living Arch

andovera triangle.
EHP — Why in that manner?
Cli — Becausein that manneronly cantheprinci-

pal secrets of this degreebe communicated.
EHP — WherewereyoumadeaRoyalArchMason?
Cli — In alegally constitutedanddulyopenedChap-

ter of Royal ArchMasons,assembledInaplace
representingthe Tabernacle erected by our
Ancient brethren near the ruins of King Solo-
mon’s Temple.

EHP — How many compose a Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons?

Cli — Nine or more.
EHP — Whencomposedof only nine,who arethey?
Cli — The Elip, King and Scribe, Cli, PSJ,RAC

andthe threeMastersof theVails.

EHP — Whom do the first threerepresent?
Cli — Joshua, Zerubbabeland Haggai; who com-

posedthe first GrandMasonic Council assem-
bled at Jerusalemand held their meetings in
the Tabernacle.

EHP — Whomdo the lastthreerepresent?
Cli — Those three of our ancientbrethrenwho

discovered and brought to light the princIpal
secretsof this degreeafter they hadlainburied
in darknessfrom the deathof our GrandMaster
Hiram Abiff, until the building of the second
Temple, and asa rewardfor their valuableser-
vices were appointed Masters of the Vails.

EHP — The master of the First Vail’s station?
Cli — Within the first Vail. (Cli remainstanding,

carry sword).
NOTE: Descriptionof the dutiesof theVailsmaybe

omitted if desired.
EHP — (rr) (Vail rise,carrysword)Comp.Master

of the first Vail.
M1V — (Takes three stepsforward, faces right

and salutes) EHP.
EHP — The Masterof the SecondVail’s station?
M1V — Within theSecondVail. (Carrysword,faces

right, takes three steps back to station, faces
East,remainstanding).

EHP — Comp. Masterof the SecondVail.
M2V — (Takes three steps forward, faces right

andsalutes)EHP.
EHP — The Master of the Third Vail’s Station?
M2V — Within the Third Vail.

(Carry Sword,face right, takethreestepsback
to station, face East,remainstanding).

EHP — Comp.Masterof the Third Vail.
M3V — (Takes three steps forward, faces right

andsalutes)EHP.
EHP — TheRoyal Arch Captain’sStation?
M3V — Within the FourthVail or Sanctuary.(Carry

Sword, takes threestepsback to station, faces
East,remainingstanding).
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EHP — Comp.RoyalArch Captain.
RAC — (Takes three steps forward, faces right

and salutes)EHP.
EHP — Theprincipal Sojourner’sStation?

RAG — At the left andin front of the Council.
(Carry Sword, takesthree stepsback to station
facesEast,remain standing).

EHP — Comp.Principal Sojourner.
PSJ — (Faces East, gives sign of Fidelity). EHP.

(Placesright handoverheart).
EHP — The Captainof the Host’s Station?

PSJ — At the right and in front of the Council.
(Remainstanding,facing the East).

EHP — Comp. Captainof the Host.
Cli — (Facingthe Eastandsaluting) EHP.
EHP — The ScribesStation?
Cli — On the left of the Council.
EHP — The Kings Station?
CH — On the right of the Council.
EHP — The Excellent High Priest’s Station?
CH — [n the Sanctuaryand in the center of the

Council.
EHP — His Duty?
CH — To presideover and governtheChapterwith

fidelity; to readandexpoundthelaw; to officiate
in the Tabernacleand to offer up the incenseof
a pure and contrite heart to the Great I Am.

EHP — Comp. Cli, assembletheCompanionsin due
form for our devotions. (rrr)

CH — (Carry swordand facingCompanions)Com-
panions,assemblearoundthe Altar. (Done)

Kneelon your right knee. (Done)
(All companionskneel on right knee).

Form achain withtherighthandoverthe left
arm. (Done) andlink hands.

Cli — ExcellentHigh Priest, the Companionsare in
due form for our devotionsandawaityourpres-
ence. (Cli returns Sword and takes proper
position andkneeling in line).

EHP — The Council will descend.
(EHP, King, Scribe takespositions in vacant
placesat the headof Arch) (EHPin center,King
on right, andScribe on left).

EHP — The ExcellentHigh Priestor thePrincipal
Sojournerrecitesthe following prayer.

PRAYER

Direct us0 Lord, in theseandall our doingswith
Thy most Graciousfavor andfurtheruswith Thy
continuedhelp, that in all ourworks,begun,con-
tinued and endedin Thee, that wemay glorify
Thy Holy Name and finally by Thy mercyob-
tain everlastinglife. Amen.

COMPANIONS — (Response)Amen, Amen, Amen,
So Mote It be.

EHP — Companions, Balancethree times three,
taking timefrom the East.

(CompanionsBalanceby raising their arms
up anddownnine times).

EHP — Arise. (All rise to their feet breaking
the chain).

EHP — Comp. Cli, form the Companionsin groups
of threefor thepurposeof raisingtheRoyalArch.

Cli — Companions,form in groupsof three for
the purposeof raising the RoyalArchbeginning
with the Vails.

(The three Vails form Arch; andeachline
form groupsof threeon the right andleft to
the East;Cli directstheforiningof thegroups
andwhencompletedform the lastgroupwith
the PSJandRAC).

Cli — EHP, the Groupsare formed.
EHP — (Forms group with the King and Scribe):

Companionsrepeatafterme.
As we threedid agree
In peace,love andunity
The SacredWord to search.
As we threedid agree
In peace,love andunity
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The SacredWord to keep
Sowe threedo now agree
In peace,love and uxilty
To raisethis RoyalArch.

EHP — Battery threetimesthree.
(Hands still clasped,bring the right handwith

force upon the left).
Raisethe Arch.

(The right handsareraisedabovetheheads).
Give the Words.

(Wordsare given In propermanner).

EHP — (Mter wordhasbeengiven)Lower theArch.
(The right handsare lowered).

Battery Threetimesthree.
(Battery is given asbefore).
The groupsnow separate.

The Couxicil will return.
(The EHP, King, Scribe, CH and Vails re-
turn to stations).
(Companionsremainstanding).

EHP — Comp. CH, it is my order that aChapter
of Royal Arch Masons be now opened for the
transaction of such business as may legally
come before it. This you will communicateto
the Companionspresent.

CH — (Carry swordandfacingWest)It is theorder
of the EHPthat a Chapterof RoyalArch Masons
be now openedfor the transactionof suchbusi-
ness as may legally come beforeit. Takedue
notice andgovernyourselvesaccordingly.

EHP — Comp. PSJ,attendat the altar anddisplay
the GreatLights.

(PSJgoesto Altar andopensBibleat Ezra I,
give duegardandsign,andreturnsto station.)

EHP — Companions,observe the East, attendto
giving the signs.
(Signs are given from the EnteredApprentice
throughtheRoyal Arch).

EHP — rrr-rrr—rrr. By theAuthorityvestedinme
andthisCharteremanatingfromtheMostExcel-
lent Grand Chapter, Holy
RoyalArch Masons,for the Stateof
and the Most Excellent
GrandHigh Priestnow presidingandin thename
of the Great I Am. I now declarethis Chapter
duly opened. — — CompanionCH inform the
Sentinel.

CH — (Saluting) Comp. RAG inform the Sentinel.
RAC — (Salutes) (Goesto door, Vails salutingas

he passes)
(At doorgives rrr—rrr—r).
(Vails remainstanding,carry sword.)

Sentinel — (Answers) rrr—rrr—r. (Opens Door).
RAC — Comp. Sentinel Chapter,

No , is now open.
(Closesdoor, gives rrr—rrr—r.)

Sentinel — (Answers)rrr—rrr—r.
RAG — (Returnsto station,salutes)Comp. CH the

Sentinelis informed.
(Vails saluteas hepasses)

CH — (Salutes) EHP, the Sentinel is informed.
EHP — (r)
EHP — If therebe present, any Presentor Past

Grand Officers; any Present or Past High—
Priests, you are cordially and fraternallyin-
vited to a seat in the Council. (r) Comp. CH,
clear the ante room.

(CH and RAG meetWestof altar andmarch
to stationsin West.)
(Vails rise and presentswordsastheypass.)

CH — (Saluting) Comp.RAG, clear the ante—room.
(RAG admitswaiting Companionsinto Chap-
ter.)

(EHP proceedswith thebusinessof theChapter.)
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MARK MASTER DEGREE

This degreeof Masonrywasnot lessuseful in its
original institution,norareits effectslessbene-
ficial to mankind,thanthosewhichprecedeit. By
its influenceeachoperativeMason,attheerec-
tion of the Temple of Solomon,was known and
distinguished by the senior Warden. By its
effects and disorder and confusionthat might
otherwisehaveattendedso immenseanunder-
taking was completelyprevented; andnot only
the craftsmen themselves,who were eighty
thousand in number, but every part of their
workmanship,was discriminatedwiththegreat-
est nicety and the utmost facility. If defects
were found in the work, the Overseers,by the
help of this degree,wereenabled,withoutdiffi-
culty, to ascertainwho was the faultyworkman;
so that its deficienciesmight beremediedwith-
out injuring the creditordiminishingthereward
of the industriousandfaithful of the craft.

The regularOfficers of a Mark Master Lodgeare:
1. Right Worshipful Master
2. Senior Warden
3. Junior Warden
4. Senior Deacon
5. Junior Deacon
6. MasterOverseer
7. Senior Overseer
8. Junior Overseer

The Officers of a Chapter take rank as follows:
The High Priest, as the Right Worshipful Mas-

ter; the King, as SeniorWarden;TheScribe,
as Junior Warden; The Captainof the Host,
as Marshal; The Principle Sojourner, as
Senior Deacon; The RoyalArch Captain,as
Junior Deacon;The Masterof thethirdVail,
asMasterOverseer;The Masterof thesec-
ond Vail, as Senior Overseer;TheMasterof
the First Vail, as Junior Overseer.The

Secretary,Treasurerandthe Tiler asoffi-
cers in correspondingrank.

The Symbolic color of the Mark Degreeis purple;
The Apron is of white lambskin; edgedwith
purple, the collar of purple, edgedwith gold,or
yellow.

A candidatereceivingthis degreeis saidtobe ‘Ad-
vanced to the degree of a Mark Master.”
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MARK MASTER MASON DEGREE
OPENING

RWM — (r) Brother Marshal
MAR — (Rises and gives Sign of Fidelity) Right

Worshipful Master
RWM — Organizea Lodge of Mark MasterMasons
MAR — Officers takeyour:respectivestationsand

places. Brethren be clothed. (Pause)Right
Worshipful Master, a Lodge of Mark Master
Masonsis duly organized.

RWM — Brother Senior Warden, are all present
Mark MasterMasons?

SW — (Rising) (If Satisfied)All Presentare Mark
MasterMasons.(If notsatisfied)Iwill ascertain
andreport. BrothersSenior andJuniorDeacons
approachthe West.

(SeniorDeaconandJuniorDeaconmeetWest
of Altar in centerof room; go togetherto

Senior Wardenstation)
SW — Give me the passof Mark MasterMasons.

(Passis given) You will ascertainIf all present
are Mark MasterMasonsandreportto theWest.

(Senior DeacontakesuppassonNorth sideof
Lodge; Junior Deacontakesup passonSouth
side of Lodge starting atEastandgoingdown
West; they meet West of Altar in centerof
room and go together to Senior Warden
station.)

SD — Brother Senior Warden, all presenton the
North sideof the LodgeareMarkMasterMasons.

JD — Brother Senior Warden, all presenton the
Southsideof the LodgeareMark MasterMasons.

SW — Ml presentare Mark MasterMasons.
(Senior DeaconandJunior Deaconreturn to
their places.)

RWM — Seethat the brethrenarein orderasMark
MasterMasons.

SW — Brethren, be in order as Mark Master
Masons. (All rise andgive duegard.)

SW — Right Worshipful Master, the brethrenare
In orderasMark MasterMasons.

‘R,WM — (r) (LodgeIs seated)Brother JuniorDea-
con, when a Lodge of Mark MasterMasonsis
aboutto be openedwhatbecomesyourfirst duty?

JD — (Rises, gives sign of Fidelity) To seethat
the Lodge is duly tiled.

RWM — Attend to that duty and inform the Tiler
that I am aboutto opena Lodgeof Mark Master
Masons.Direct him to takeduenotice andtile
accordingly.

JD — (Goesto outer door, give (r), (opensdoor)
Brother Tiler, I am directedto inform you that
the Right Worshipful Masteris aboutto opena
Lodgeof Mark MasterMasons.Takeduenotice
and tile accordingly.

JD — (Closesdoor) rrr—r
TILER — rrr-r
JD — (Returns to station, gives sign of Fidelity)

Right Worshipful Master.
RWM — Brother Junior Deacon
JD — The Lodge Is duly tiled.
RWM— How Is the Lodgetiled?
JD — By a brother of this degreewithout, armed

with the proper implements of his office.
RWM— His duty there?
JD — To observe theapproachof cowansandeaves-

droppers, and to see that none pass or repass
except such as are qualified andhavepermis-
sion from the Right Worshipful Master.

(Resumesseat.)
RWM — (r) Brother SeniorWarden.
SW — (Rises,give signof Fidelity.)
RWM — Are you a Mark MasterMason?
SW— I am, try me.
RWM — How will you be tried?
SW — By the chisel andmallet.
RWM — Why by the chisel and mallet.
SW — Becausethey are the proper Masonic im-

plementsbelongingto this degree.
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RWM — Where were you made a Mark Master
Mason?

SW — In a just andduly constitutedLodgeof Mark
MasterMasons.

RWM — How many compose a Lodge of Mark
MasterMasons?

SW — Five or more.
RWM — When composedcf eight, who are they?
SW — The Right Worshipful Master, Senior and

Junior Wardens, Senior and Junior Deacons,
Master, SeniorandJunior Overseers.

RWM — The Junior Overseersstation?
SW — At the South Gate.
RWM — (rr) (All officers rise) Your duty there,

Brother Junior Overseer?
JO — (Give sign of Fidelity) To inspect the work

presentedat the SouthGate.
RWM — The SeniorOverseersstation?
JO — At the Westgate.
RWM — Your duty there,brotherSeniorOverseer.
SO — (Gives sign of Fidelity) To inspectthe work

presentedat the Westgate.
RWM — The MasterOverseer’sstation?
SO — At the Eastgate.
RWM — Your duty there, Brother Master Over-

seer.
MO — (Gives signof Fidelity) To completethein-

spectionof the work presentedat the Eastgate.
RWM — The Junior Deaconstation?
MO — At the right of the Senior Warden in the

West.
RWIvI — Your duty, brotherJunior Deacon?
JD — (Give sign of Fidelity) To carry messages

from the SeniorWardenin theWesttothe Junior
Warden In the South, and elsewhereaboutthe
Lodge as he may direct; prepareandpresent
candidates;attend to alarmsat the outerdoor,
reportthe sameto theRightWorshipfulMaster;
also to see that the Lodge is duly tiled.

RWM — The Senior Deaconstation?

JD — At the right of the Right Worshipful Master
in the East.

£tWM — Your duty, brother SeniorDeacon?
SD — (Give sign of Fidelity) To carryordersfrom

the Right Worshipful Masterin the Eastto the
Senior Wardenin the West, andelsewhereabout
the Lodgeas hemay direct; welcomeandclothe
visiting brethren;attendto alarmsat the inner
door; also to receive and conduct candidates.

flWM — TheJunior Wardenstation?
SD — In the South
RWM — Your duty in the South, brother Junior

Warden?
JW — (Gives sign of Fidelity) To observethe sun

at meridian, which is the glory andbeautyof the
day; call the craft from labor to refreshment;
superintendthemduringthehoursthereof,care-
fully to observethat the meansof refreshment
are notpervertedtointemperanceor excess,and
see that they rettirn to their labors in duesea-
son that the Right Worshipfu] Mastermay re-
ceive honor andtheypleasureandprofitthereby.

RWM — The SeniorWardensstation?
JW — In the West
RWM — Why in the West, Brother seniorWarden?
SW — (Give sign of Fidelity) As the sun is in the

West at the close of day, so standsthe Senior
wardenin theWestto assisttheRight Worshipful
Masterin openingandclos[ngthe Lodge;paythe
craft their wagesif anybedue,thatnonemay go
away dissatisfied,harmonybeing the supportof
all institutions,especiallythis of ours.

RWM — The Right Worshipful Masterstation?
SW — In the East
RWM — Why in the East?
SW — As the sunrisesin the Eastto openandgov-

ern the day, so rises (RWM gives rrr andrises)
theRight Worshipful Master in the Easttoopen
and govern the Lodge; set the craft at work,
giving themproperinstructionsfor their labors.
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RWM — Brother Senior Warden, it is my order
that a lodgeof MarkMasterMasonsbenow open
and standopenforwork andinstruction.Thisyou
will communicateto the Junior Wardenin the
South, and he to the brethrenpresentthat hav-
ing due notice thereof,they may governthem-
selvesaccordingly.

SW — Brother Junior Warden, it, is the order of
the RightWorshipfulMasterthataLodgeof Mark
Master Masonsbe now openand standopenfor
work andinstruction.Thisyouwill communicate
to the brethrenpresentthat having duenotice
thereof they may govern themselvesaccord-
ingly.

.1W — (Gives sign of Fidelity) Brethren, it is the
order of the Right WorshipfulMastercommuni-
cated to me through the Senior Wardenin the
West, that a Lodge of Mark MasterMasonsbe
now opened and standopen for work and in—
struction. Take due notice thereof andgovern
yourselvesaccordingly.

RWM — Brother Senior Deacon, attend at the
altar. (SeniorDeacongoesto altar; opensBible
at Matt. XX; gives duegardand sign; returns
to station.)

RWM — Attend to giving the signs; observe the
East.
(Signs are given from Entered Apprentice up
through Mark MasterMason.)

RWM — rrr-r
SW — rrr—r
JW — rrr—r

CHARGE

(RightWorshipful Masterreadsor may havesome
brotherreador recite;or if desiredmaybe omitted)

Wherefore, brethren,lay asideall malice, and
all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies,andall evil
speakings.If sobe ye havetastedthat the Lord is

gracious;to whomcoming,asuntoa living stone,
disallowedindeedof men, butchosenof God,and
precious; ye also, as lively stones,be ye built
up a spiritualhouse,an holypriesthood,tooffer
up sacrificesacceptableto God.

Wherefore,also it is containedin theScrip-
tures,behold I lay in Zion for a foundation,a
sto~ie,a tried stone,a preciouscornerstone,a
sure foundation;he thatbelievethshallnotmake
haste.

Brethren, this is the will of God, that with
welldoing,ye putto silencetheignoranceof fool-
ish men. As free, andnot asusingyour liberty
for a cloakof maliciousness;butastheservants
of God. Honor all men; love the brotherhood,
fear God.

(R.A.M. Manual)

IIWM — I now declarethis Lodgeof Mark Master
Masonserectedto Godanddedicatedtothemem—
ory of Hiram Abiff, duly opened.BrotherJunior
Deacon,inform the Tiler.

JD — (Rises,goesto outerdoor) rrr—r.
TILER — (Answers)rrr—r.
JD — (Opens door) Brother Tiler, The Lodge is

duly opened.
JD — (Closes door) rrr—r.
TILER — rrr-r.
.11) — (Returnsto place,givesduegard)RightWor-

shipful Master, the Tiler is informed.
RWM — (r)

SECTION I
WORK

RWM — (r) BrotherMarshal,seethatthecandidate
is preparedandpresented.BrotherSeniorDea-
con, accompanyhim.

(MarshallrIsesandgoesdown South sIdeof
Lodge to Junior Deaconsplace.)
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MAR — Brother Junior Deacon,prepareandpre-
sentthe candidate.

(TakesJuniorDeacon’sseat.)(JuniorDeacon
rises; goesup South side of LodgetoWestof
Altar; Senior Deacon down North side of
Lodge to Westof Altar; they meet in center
of room Westof Altar; face East,give due—
guard andsign retire to preparationroom.)
(Junior Deaconpreparescandidateby de-
priving him of all moneys, both sleeves
rolled up aboveelbows,white apronwornas
Fellowcraft.) (Two of the brethrensimilarly
preparedact asworkmenand eachis given
a squarestone. Thecandidateis givenakey-
stone, which is carried naturally between
thumband four fingers of right hand,swing-
ing at armslength.)

SD — (When ready)
RWM — (r) (Calls Lodge to order) (Marshalltakes

position at inner door) (Overseersrise.)
MAR — (Opensdoor and proceedsto conductthe

procession led by the Senior Deacon, then the
Workmen, then the Candidate, then the Junior
Deaconwho enterslast,closesthedoor,andgoes
to his station; up the North side of Lodgeto
East of altar, and around to Junior Overseer
station.)

SD — (At Junior Overseerstation) r—r.
JO — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
SD — Workmenfrom the quarries with work for

inspection.
JO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
1st Workman — (Swinging right hand in which he

carries the stone,oncefrom the rear to front,
throwing right hand up level with breast,arm
extended,palm of hand upward; catchesright
hand and stone in left hand underneath,palm
upward. Stoneis thuspresentedfor inspection.)

JO — (Takes stone; tries it with square;handsit
back) Passon.
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JO — (To 2nd Workman) Presentyour work.
2nd Workman — (Presentswork in samemanner

as 1st Workman.)
JO — (Takes stone; tries it with square;handsit

back) Passon.
JO — (To Candidate)Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswork in samemanner

as1st Workman.)
JO — (Takesstone, looks at it carefully; tries it

with squareandfinding it doesnot fit the sides
and anglesof the square)This is neitheroblong
or square; neitherhas it the mark of any of
the workmen upon it; but for its singular form
and beauty I am willing to reject it, andwill
suffer it to passto the SeniorOverseerat the
West gate for his inspection.Passon (Returns
stone.)

SD — (At Senior Overseerstation) r—r.
SO — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
SD — Workmen from the quarries with work for

inspection.
SO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
1st Workman — (Presentswork in samemanner

asbefore).
SO — (Takes stone, tries it with square,handsit

back) Passon.
SO — (To 2nd Workman) Presentyour work.
2nd Workman — (Presentswork in samemanner

as before).
SO — (Takes stone, tries it with square,handsit

back) Pass on.
SO — (To Candidate)Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswork in samemanner

as before).
SO — (Takes stone, looks at it carefully, tries it

with squareandfinding it doesnot fit the sides
and anglesof the square) Thisisneitheroblong
or square;neitherhas it the mark of any of the
workmenupon it; but for its singularform and
beauty I am unwilling to reject it andwill suffer I

It to pass to the Master Overseerat the East
gatefor his inspection.Passon. (Returnsstone).

HO — (At MasterOverseerstation) r—r.
(Marshall returnsto his station).

MO — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
HO — Workmen from the quarries with work for

inspection.
MO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
~gt Workman — (Presentswork in samemanner

asbefore).
MO — (Takes stone, tries it with square, keeps

stone) Good work, true work, squarework, and
entitlesyou to wages.

MO — (To 2nd Workman) Presentyour work.
2nd Workman — (Presentswork in samemanner

asbefore).
MO — (Takes stone, tries it with square,keeps

stone) Good work, true work, squarework, and
entitlesyou to wages.

MO — (To candidate) Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswork insamemanneras

before).
MO — (Takes stone, looks at It carefully) Is this

your work?
SD — (Answeringfor candidate) It is not.
MO — How cameyou by it?
SD — I found it in the quarries and concludedit

designedfor some portion of the Temple and
broughtit up.

MO — Are you a Fellowcraft?
SD — I am, try me.
MO — Give me the passof a Fellowcraft.
CANDIDATE — (Gives pass).
MO — (Tries stonewithsquare)Thisisneitherob-

long or square;neitherhasItthemarkof any of
the workmenupon it. Standaside(Placescandi-
date on his right) and I will call togethermy
brotherOverseersandseewhatdispositionshall
be madeof it. (Senior Deacon returnsto his
station).
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MO— Brother Overseers,assembleat the East
gate. (Junior OverseerscrossesWestof altar
to North, makesright turn andmarchestoEast
gate; the Senior Overseerfollowing).

MO — Brother Junior Overseer,did this pieceof
work passyour inspection?

JO — It did; and I remarkedat the time that it
wasneitheroblongorsquare,butfor its singular
form andbeautyI was unwilling to reject it and
sufferedit to passto the SeniorOverseerat the
West gatefor his inspection.

SO — And I for similar reasonssuffereditto pass
to the Eastgatefor your inspection.

MO — This is neither oblongnor square;neither
has it the mark of any of the workmenupon it
known to me. Do you know that mark? (pointing
to circle andletters on keystone).

JO — I do not.
MO — (To SeniorOverseer) Do you?
SO — I do not.
MO — What dispositionshallwe makeof it?
JO — Let us reject it and heave it over among

the rubbish.
MO AND SO — (Together)Agreed.

(TheMasterOverseerandSeniorOverseertake
stoneand swinging it threetimesbackandforth
betweenthem;the third time thestoneisheaved
over the left shoulderof the Senior Overseer;
the JuniorOverseercatchesthestoneandthrows
it aside. No wordsare spoken.)

MO — (To candidate)Your work is rejected and
you are not entitled to wages.

(Overseersreturnto their stations.)
RWM — (r) Brother Senior Warden, what is the

hour?
SW — (Rises andgives signof Fidelity) The sixth

hour of the sixth day; of the week.
RWM — Repair to your apartment and pay the

craftsmentheir wages.Brother MasterOver-
seer, this is the day and the hour whenthe

craftsmenshould repair to the apartmentof the
Senior Wardenand receive their wages. Give
your ordersaccordingly.

MO — Craftsmenwho havelately presentedwork
for inspection, repair to the apartmentof the
SeniorWardenandreceiveyour wages.

IlWM — Brother Marshal accompanythem.
MARSHAL— Form in a single fileon Northsideof

the Lodge, facingthe East.(WhenreadyMarshal
leads followed by the MasterOverseer,Senior
Overseer, Junior Overseer,all the brethren,
Senior Deaconandcandidatelast.)

MARSHAL — Forwardmarch. (Processionmarches
East, then South, and around to apartmentof
SeniorWardento receivewages.Marshaltakes
stand at left side of wicket; Senior Deaconat
the right. Each Craftsmanthrusts right hand
into window of wicket as if to receivehis wages.
Candidatedoesthe same.)

13W — (Graspingright hand of candidate)An im-
postor. An Impostor! Strikeoff his right hand.

(CandidateIs seizedby Marshaland Senior
Deacon.)

NI) — No. No. Let justice be temperedwithmercy.
He may beableto offer somethingin justification
of his offense.Conducthim totheRightWorship-
ful Masterfor his decision.

(Marshal graspingright arm of candidate,
Senior Deaconthe left; conductcandidateto
East.)

NI) — Right Worshipful Master.
ItWM — Brother SeniorDeacon.
NI) — The SeniorWardenhasdetected,ashe says,

an impostor demanding wages not his due.
ItWM — An impostor! By what name?
131) — Mr
IlWM — (Sterniy)Mr , I am surprised

that almost your first act upon entering this
Lodge is todemandwagesnotyourdue.Have you
anything to offer in extenuationof youroffense?
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MO — (Rising, walks towardcandidate,looking at
him closely,andrecognizeshim)RightWorship-
ful Master, I recollectthis individual ashaving
presentedworkatmyoffice for inspection.It was
by my order thathereportedtotheapartmentof
the Senior Wardento receivewages. I presume

it is rather through ignorancethan any evil
intentionon his part thathe standsthuscharged
before you. I know him to be a Fellowcraft.

I1WM — (To candidate) Are you a Fellowcraft?
CANDIDATE — I am, try me.
ItWM — Satisfyyour conductor.
CANDIDATE — (Givespass)
$0 —. I am satisfied, Right Worshipful Master.
IAWM — My brother, I am pleasedto see you

vouchedfor bytwo creditablewitnesses.Are you
desirousof further employmentthat will leadto
further advancementin Masonry?

CANDIDATE — lam
LIWM — Thenat thefirst hourof thefirst day of the

week,whenthe craftsmenreturnto thequarries
to resumetheir labors,you go with them andif
found worthy you will be taughthow to receive
your wages, and never again suffer under the
impunity of being an impostor. For thepresent,
be seated.

(Candidateis seatedon North sideof Lodge.)
LtWM — (r—r—r) The sixth day of the weekhasnow

cometo a close, andthe presentmomentis in-
tendedto representthe JewishSabbath,for in
six days God createdthe heavensandtheearth,
and restedupon the seventhday; the seventh
thereforeour ancientbrethrenconsecratedasa
day of restfrom their labors, therebyenjoying
frequent opportunitiesto contemplatethe glor-
ious works of creationandto adoretheir Great
Creator.

ODE
(To be sung to the tune of Old Hundred)

Another day’s work is done; Another sabbath
begun;

Returnmy soul; Enjoy thy rest,
]inp rove the day thy God has blest.
In holy dutieslet theday, In holy pleasurepass

away
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How sweeta sabbaththusto spend
In hopeof onewhich Ne’er will end.

RWM — (r) Brother Senior Warden, what is the
hour?

SW — (Rising) It is the first hourof the first dayof
the week.

RWM — Brother MasterOverseer,this is the day
and hour when the craftsmenshouldrepair to
the quarriesto resumetheir labors.Give your
ordersaccordingly.

MO — (Rising) Craftsmen, repair to the quarries
andresumeyour labors.

RWM — Brother Marshal, accompanythem.
MARSHAL — Craftsmen,form In singlefileonNorth

side of the Lodge, facing the East.
MARSHAL — (When ready)Forwardmarch.

(Leads processiondown South side of Lodge;
takes Junior Deacon station; Junior Deacon
conductscraftsmenandcandidatestoprepara-
tion room.) (Senior Deaconprovidescandidate
with squarework.)

SD — (When ready) (r)
MARSHAL — (Goesto position near inner door).
RWM — (r) (Overseersrise).
MARSHAL — (Opensdoor) Forwardmarch.

(Processionenters led by SeniorDeacon,then
Workmen,thencandidate;Junior Deaconenters
last; closesdoor; resumesstation.) (Marshal
conductsprocessionaroundto Junior Overseer
Station.)

SD — (At Junior Overseerstation)r-r.
JO — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
SD — Workmen from the quarries with work for

inspection.
JO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
1st WORKMAN — (Presentswork in samemanner

asbefore).
JO — (Takesstone,tries it with square)Good work,

true work, squarework. Passon (Returnsstone).
JO — (To 2nd Workman) Presentyourwork.

2nd WORKMAN — (Presentswork in samemanner
as before).

JO — (Takesstone,tries it withsquare)Good work;
true work; squarework. Passon. (Returnsstone)

JO — (To candidate)Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswork in samemanneras

before).
JO — (Takesstone;triesitwith square)Good work;

true work; squarework.Passon. (Returnsstone)
SD — (At SeniorOverseerstation) r—r.
SO— (r) (Rising) Who comeshere?
SD — Workmen from the quarries with work for

inspection.
SO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
:1st WORKMAN. — (Presentswork in samemanner

as before).
SO — (Takes stone; tries it withsquare)Good work;

true work; squarework. Passon. (Returnsstone)
SO — (To 2ndWorkman) Presentyourwork.
2nd WORKMAN — (Presentswork in samemanner

as before).
SO — (Takesstone;tries it with square)Good work;

true work; squarework.Passon. (Returnsstone)
SO — (To candidate)Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswork in samemanneras

before).
SO — (Takesstone; triesit with square)Good work;

true work; squarework.Passon. (Returnsstone)
SD — (At MasterOverseerstation) r—r.
MO — (r) (Rising) Who comeshere?
SD — Workmen from the quarrieswith work for

inspection.
MO — (To 1st Workman) Presentyour work.
1st WORKMAN — (Presentswork in samemanner

asbefore)
MO — (Takesstone;triesit withsquare)Good work;

true work; squarework; just suchwork as we
haveordersto receiveandentitlesyoutowages.

(Keepsstoneandplacesit on stand)Passon.
MO — (To 2nd Workman) Presentyour work.
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2ndWORKMAN — (Presentsworksin samemanner
asbefore).

MO — (Takesstone;tries itwith square)Good work,
true work, squarework, just suchwork aswe
haveordersto receiveandentitlesyoutowages.
Passon.

MO — (To candidate)Presentyour work.
CANDIDATE — (Presentswbrk in samemanneras

before).
MO — (Takesstone;tries itwith square)Goodwork,

true work, squarework, just suchwork aswe
haveorderstoreceive,andentitlesyoutowages.
Passon.

(KeepsstoneandpLacesit on stand.)
SD — (Pass to East and halt) Right Worshipful

Master, this is the young Fellowcraftwho was
lately chargedwith being an impostor. He has
now presentedwork which has passedthe in—
spectionof the Overseersand beenaccepted.
He is now entitled to wages.

RWM — My brother, I congratulateyou on having
presentedwork which haspassedtheinspection
of the Overseersandentitles you to wages.But
before you can be taughthow to receivethem,
you mustretire andbepreparedandpresented
in dueform.

MARSHAL — (Conductscandidatedown Southside
of LodgeandtakesJuniorDeaconstation.Junior
Deacon conductson out to preparationroom.
Senior Deaconcloses door and returns to his
station.)

JD — (In preparationroom preparescandidateby
depriving him of all money,coat removed,both
sleevesrolled up. Left breastbare,cable—tow
four times aroundbody, apronworn as Master
Mason,andhoodwinked.)

JD — (When ready) rrr-r
SD — (Rising)Right Worshipful Master, thereis an

alarm.
RWM — Attend to the alarm.

SD — (Goesto inner door) rrr—r. (Opensdoor) Who
comeshere?

JD — Brother , who has been duly
initiated Entered Apprentice, passedto the
degree of Fellowcraft, raisedto the sublime
degreeof MasterMason,andnow wishesfurther
promotionin masonryby being advancedtothe
hqnorarydegreeof Mark MasterMason.

SD — My brethren,is this an actof your own free
will andaccord?

CANDIDATE— It is.
SD — Brother Junior Deacon,is heworthy andwell

qualified?
JD — He is.
SD — Duly andtruly prepared?
JD — He is.
SD — Hashe wrought in the quarriesandexhibited

a suitable specimenof his work?
JD — He has.
SD — By what further right or benefitdoeshe ex-

pectto obtain this Importantprivilege?
JD — By benefitof the pass.
SD — Hashe the pass?
JD — He has not. I haveIt for him.
SD — Advanceandgive it. (Passisgiven by Junior

Deacon) The passis right. Wait until the Right
Worshipful Mastercanbe informedof your re-
questandhis answerreturned.

(Senior Deaconclosesdoor. Goes to West
of altar, gives duegardandsign.)

SD — Right Worshipful Master, there Is without,
brother , who hasbeenduly initi-
atedEnteredApprentice,passedtothedegreeof
Fellowcraft, raised to the sublime degreeof
Master Mason,and now wishesfurther promo-
tion In masonryby being advancedtothehonor-
ary degreeof Mark MasterMason.

RWM — Is It anactofhlsownfree will andaccord?
SD — It is.
RWM — Is he worthy andwell qualified?
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SD — He is.
RWM — Duly andtruly prepared?
SD — He is.
RWM — Has he wrought in the quarries andex-

hibited a suitablespecimenof his work?
SD — He has.
RWM — By what further right or benefitdoeshe

expect to obtain this importantprivilege?
SD — By benefitof the pass.
RWM — Hashe the pass?
SD — He hasnot, I haveit for him.
RWM — Give it. (Passis givenaloudby SeniorDea-

con) The passis right. Let theBrotherenterthis
Lodge of Mark Master Masonsandbe received
in dueandancientform.

(Marshaltakesplaceat inner door)
(SeniorDeaconenterswith candldatesandis
conductedby the Marshalto Westof Altar,
andfacesEast.)
(Junior Deaconenterslast and goesto his
station.)

SD — (Placingedgeof chisel againstbreastofcan-
didateandlightly tapsheadof chiselwithmallet)
I receive you into this Lodge of Mark Master
Masonsupon the edgeof engraverschisel,under
the pressureof the mallet, (thenwalks around
behindcandidateandcomesto a halt in front of
candidate,continues)which is to teachyou that
themoral preceptsof this degreeshouldmakea
deepand lasting impressionupon your future
life andconduct.

MAR — Right Face. Forward. (Marchesto North
andaroundLodgeroom.)

JW — (As they passthe South) (r)
SW — (As theypassthe West) (r)
RWM — (As they passthe East) (r) (Beginsto read

or recite):
“And we will cut wood out of Lebanon,as much

asthou shaltneed;

And we will bring it to thee in floats by the sea
to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up to Jer-
usalem,”

(The reciting of each verseIs so timed that it
is completed when a completecircuit of the
room is made.)

JW — (As they pass) (r—r)
SW — (As they pass)(r—r)
RWM — (As they pass) (r—r) (Begins to reador

recite):
“Then he broughtme backby thewayof the gate
of the outwardSanctuary,which looketh toward
the East, and it was shut. Thensaid the Lord
unto me, This gateshall be shut, it shall not be
opened,andno man shall enter inby it; because
the Lord, the God ol Israel, hath enteredin by
it, therefore it shall be shut.”

JW — (As they pass)(r—r—r)
SW — (As they pass)(r—r—r)
RWM — (As theypass) (r—r—r) (Beginsto reador

recite):
“It is for the Prince;thePrinceheshall sit in it
to eatbreadbeforethe Lord; He shall enterby
the way of theporchofthatgate,and shall go out
by the way of the same.~~

JW — (As they pass)(rrr—r)
SW — (As they pass)(rrr—r)
RWM — (As they pass) (rrr—r) (Beginsto reador

recite):
“And the Lord said unto me, Son of man, Mark
Well, andbeholdwith thine eyes,and hearwith
thine ears,all that I sayuntotheeconcerningall
the ordinancesof the houseof the Lord, and all
the laws thereof; and Mark Well the enteringin
of the house, with every going forth of the
sanctuary.~

MAR — (At Junior Wardensstationin South)Halt.
Left face.

SD —rrr—r
JW — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
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SD — Brother , who hasbeenduly initiated
Entered Apprentice, passedto the degreeof
Fellowcraft, raised to the sublime degreeof
MasterMason,andnow wish furtherpromotion
in masonry by being advancedto the Honorary
Degreeof Mark MasterMason.

JW — Brother , is this an~actof your
own free will and accord?

CANDIDATES — (Responding) It is.
JW — Brother Senior Deacon, is he worthy and

well qualified?
SD — He is.
JW — Has he wrought in the quarriesand exhibited

a suitable specimenof his work?
SD — He has.
JW — By what further right or benefit doeshe ex-

pectto obtain this importantprivilege?

SD — By benefitof the pass.
JW — Has hethe pass?
SD — He has not. I haveit for him.
JW — Give it.
SD — (Gives Pass)
JW — The passis right. Conductthe candidatesto

the SeniorWardenin the Westfor hisexamina-
tion.

MAR — Right face. Forward. (Marchesto Senior
Wardenin theWest.)

MAR — (At SeniorWardenstation)Halt. Left face.
SD — rrr—r
SW — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
SD — Brother. , who has beenduly

initiated Entered Apprentice, passedto the
degree of Fellowcraft, raised to the sublime
degreeof MasterMason,andnowwishesfurther
promotion in masonryby being advancedto the
Honorary Degree of Mark Master Mason.

SW — Brothers , is this an act of
your own freewill andaccord?

CANDIDATE — (Responding) It is.

SW — Brother Senior Deacon,isheworthyandwell
qualified?

SD — He is.
SW — Duly andtruly prepared?
SD — He is.
SW — Has he wrought in the quarries and exhibited

a suitable specimenof his work?
SD — He has.
SW — By what further right of benefit doeshe

expect to obtain this importantprivilege?
SD — By benefitof thepass?
SW — Hashe the pass?
SD — He hasnot. I haveit for him.
SW — Give it.
SD — (Givespass)
SW — The pass is right. Conductthe candidateto

the Right Worshipful Masterin the Eastfor his
examination.

MAR — Right face, Forward. (Marchesto Right
Worshipful Masterstation in East.)

MAR — (At Right Worshipful Masterstation)Halt.
Left face,

SD — rrr—r.
RWM — (r) Who comeshere?
SD — Brother , who has beenduly

initiated Entered Apprentice, passed to the
degreeof Fellowcraft, raisedtothesublimede-
gree of MasterMason,andnow wishes further
promotion in masonryby beingadvancedto the
honoraryDegreeof Mark MasterMason.

RWM — Brother , is this anactof
your own free will and accord?

CANDIDATE— It is.
RWM — Brother Senior Deacon,is heworthy and

well qualified?
SD — He is.
RWM — Duly andtruly prepared?
SD — He is.
RWM — Has he wrought in the quarries andex-

hibited a suitable specimenof his work?
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SD — He has.
RWM — By what further right or benefitdoeshe

expectto gain this importantprivilege?
SD — By benefitof the pass.
RWM — Hashe the pass?
SD — He has not. I haveit for him.
RWM — Give it.
SD — (Gives pass)
RWM — The passis right. Reconduct’thebrotherto

the Senior Warden in the West who will teach
him how to advanceto the altarfor the fourth
time in masonryin due andancientform.

MAR — Right face. Forward. (Thentakehis seat)
(Senior Deaconcontinuesto conductcandidates
to SeniorWardenstationin West.)

SD — (At Senior Wardenstation) Halt. Right face.
Brother Senior Warden, it is the order of the
Right Worshipful Master that you teach the
brother how to advance to the altar for the
fourth time in masonryin dueandancientform.

SW — Causethe brotherto face the East.
SD — (To candidates)About face.
SW — (Takes position at Northwest corner of altar,

facing West.) My brother,advanceon your left
foot as Entered Apprentice, give duegardand
sign; on your right as Fellowcra(t,give duegard
and sign; on your left as Master Mason,give
duegard and sign; advance~onyour right foot,
bringing the heels togetheras before. (Takes
candidateby right arm) I will now conductyou
to the altar where you are aboutto be madea
Mark Master Mason in due and ancient form
which is by kneelingon bothknees,bothhands
restingon the Holy Bible, SquareandCompass.
Right Worshipful Master,the brotheris in due
form.

RWM — My brother,you are againkneelingat the
sacredaltar of Free Masonry, andare in due
form to take the solemn obligation of Mark
Master Mason. I am permittedto give you the

assuranceyou have receivedin the preceding
degreesthat there is nothingthereincontained
which will conflict with your moral, social, or
civil duties, be they what they may.With this
assuranceon my part, are you willing to take
the obligation?

CANDIDATE— (Responding) I am.
RWM — (rrr) (The officers will form two lines

extendingfrom the Eastto the altar.)
(The Marshal at headof Southline, and Junior
Overseerat the foot)
(The MasterOverseerat headof North line and
Senior Overseerat the foot)
(The Wardenstake positionsEastof altar with
the Senior Warden on the right of the Right
Worshipful Master, and the Junior Wardenon
his left)
(Right WorshipfulMasterdescendsthroughlines
to altar)

RWM — (To candidates)SayI, pronounceyourname
in full, andrepeatafter me:

Of my own free will andaccord, inpresence
of Almighty God and this Right Worshipful
Lodge of Mark Master Masons, erectedto
God and dedicatedto the memoryof Hiram
Abiff, do hereby and hereon, solemniyand
sincerelypromiseandswear,that I will not
revealthe secretsof this degreetoanyper-
sonin the world, except itbewithina legally
constitutedand duly openedLodgeof Mark
Master Masons, or to a brotherof this de-
gree whom I shall havefound to be suchby
due trial, strict examination, or lawful
masonic information.

I further promise andswearthat I will an-
swer and obey all due signs and summons
sent to andreceivedby me from a Lodgeof
Mark Master Masons, or given me by a
brother of this degree, if within the length
of my cable-tow.
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I furthermorepromiseandswearthat I will re-
ceivethe mark of abrotherMarkMasterMason,
when offered to me as a pledge,andwill grant
his request if in my power; if not, I will return
his mark with theprice thereof,which is a Jew-
ish half shekelof silver, equalin valueto the
fourth partof a dollar.

I furthermorepromiseaiid swearthat I will not
alter or changethe mark which I shallhereafter
select,after the samehasbeenrecordedin the
Lodge Bookof Marks.

I furthermorepromiseandswearthat I will not
loan or sell my mark, nor pledgeit a second
time,until It shallhavebeenredeemedfromit~
former pledge.

I furthermorepromiseandswearthat 1 will not
wrong, cheat, nor defraud a Lodge of Mark
Master Masons, or a Brother of this degreeout
of the value of a days wages, which is one
penny, nor permit the same to be done by
anotherif in my powerto prevent.

All this I do solemnlyandsincerelypromiseand
swear,without any hesitation,equivocation,or
mentalreservation,bindingmyselfundernoless
a penaltythanthatof havingmyrightear smote
off, andmy right hand struck off, should I ever
knowingly or willfully violate this my solemn
obligation of Mark Master Mason. So help me
God and makeme steadfastto keepandperform
the same.

RWM — In testimonyof your sincerity,kisstheHoly
Bible on which your handrest. Brother Senior
Deacon, remove the cable—tow andhoodwinks.

(Right Worshipful Master returnsto East.)
RWM — (r) My brotherbeforeyou arise from that

sacredaltar, I proposeto call to your attention
some of the tiesof the obligationyou havejust

taken. You havesolemnly swornthat you would
not alter or changethe mark which you shall
hereafterselect after the samehas beenre-
corded in the Lodgebook of marks,nor pledge
it a secondtime, until it shall havebeenre-
deemedfrom its formerpledge.

At the building of King Solomon’sTemple there
were eighty thousand Fellowcrafts employed.
Among so largea number, itwouldbenaturalto
supposethatour GrandMasterswouldhavebeen
imposedupon byunskillful craftsmenpresenting
work unfit for use.But they werenot; for King
Solomontook the precautionthateachcraftsman
should choosefor himself a mark andplaceit
upon hiswork, sothat it shouldbeknown anddis-
tinguishedwhen brought up promiscuouslyfor
inspection.A brother’smarkthereforebecomes
synonymouswith his nameandyouwould haveno
moreright to alterorchangeyour mark,lend or
sell it, thanyou would your name.

You havealso solemnly swornthat you will re-
ceivethe mark of a brotherMarkMasterMason
when offered to you as apledge,andwill grant
his requestif in your power;if not,you will re-
turn his mark with the price thereof,which is a
Jewish half shekel of silver, equal in valueto
the fourth part of a dollar. It now becomes
necessary for me to ask you the loan of

for which I offer you my
mark as a pledge.

(Right Worshipful Masterrisesandgoesto
altar andoffershis marktooneof the candi-
dates.)

CANDIDATE — (Hesitatingto takemark)
RWM — My brother, you havejust solemnlysworn

that you will receivethemarkof abrotherMark
Master Masonwhenofferedto you as a pledge.

CANDIDATE — (Takesmark)
RWM — Will you grantmy request?
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CANDIDATE — (Having no money is unableto grant
request).

RWM — Will you thenreturnmymark sothat I may
apply to some other brother?

CANDIDATE — (Offering to return mark).
RWM — (Refusingto accept mark) My brother, you

have just solemnly swornthatyouwillnotreturn
a brother’s mark withoutthepricethereofwhich
is a Jewish half shekel of silver, equal in value
to the fourth part of a dollar. Have you a quarter
of a dollar?

CANDIDATE— (Has no money)
SD — Right Worshipful Master, thebrothercannot

comply with thatportion ofhisobligation,thatof
returninga brother’s markwiththepricethere-
of. He is entirelydestitute.

RWM — Brethren, you seebefore you a worthy
brother Mark MasterMasonwho is so entirely
destituteasto beunabletocomplywitha portion
of his obligation, that of returninga brother’s
mark with thepricethereof.Whowilassisthim?

BRETHREN— Iwill. (Brethrenoffermoneytocan-
didate) (Candidateacceptsmoneyfrom oneand
gives it with mark to Right Worshipful Master)

RWM — (To candidate)My brother, this demandis
madeof you at this time, while at the altar on
your bendedkneesto impressuponyourmindin
the mostsolemnmanner,that you shouldnever
hastily reject the applicationof aworthybrother
whenaccompaniedby so sacreda pledgeashis
mark; but granthis requestif in your power; if
not, returnhis markwith thepricethereofwhich
will enablehim to procure the commonneces-
sariesof life.

RWM — (Returnsto East)Rise. I will now instruct
you in thesignsof thisdegree.This (gives Grand
Hailing Sign) is the GrandHailing SignorSignof
Distressof Mark MasterMason.It alludesto the
way and manner in which each brother is

required to carry and present his work when
being advancedto this degree.

This (gives Principal Sign) is the principal sign,
and alludes to the principal words which are
Heave Over. It also alludes to the rejectionof
the key stoneby the Overseers.

This (gives duegard)is the duegardof Mark
MasterMason; andthis (gives sign) is thesign.
They alludeto the penaltyof the obligation;that
you would haveyourright earsmoteoff andyour
right hand struck off, should you violate your
solemn obligationof Mark MasterMason. This
duegardand sign (gives them) shouldalwaysbe
given as salutation to the Right Worshipful
Masteron enteringor retiringfrom a Lodgeof
Mark MasterMasons.

RWM — (Descendingto altar) Among so large a
numberaseighty thousand,itwouldbenaturalto
supposethat our GrandMasterswouldhavebeen
imposedupon bycraftsmendemandingwagesnot
their due. But they werenot; for King Solomon
took the further precautionthat eachcraftsman
demandingwagesshouldthrusthisrighthandin-
to the apartmentof the SeniorWarden,with a
copyof hismarkin thepalmthereof,at the same
time giving this token.(RightWorshipfulMaster
gives token). The amountof wagesduethatpar-
ticular mark was placedupon his fingers, with
which hewithdrew his hand; andsoeachbrother
passedon in succession.It was for the want of
this token (gives it) that youweredetectedasan
impostor, and it came near costing you your
right hand.

I now presentmy right handin token of friend-
ship and brotherly love, and will put you in
possessionof the gripsandwordsof this degree.
But asyou are uninstructed,hewho hashitherto
answeredfor you, will do soat this time. Take
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me as I take you. (Takes candidate by Pass Grip
of Mark Master Mason.)

RWM — Brother Senior Deacon,what is that?
SD — (Answering for candidate) The PassGrip of

Mark MasterMason.
RWM— Has it a name?
SD — It has.
RWM—Willyougiveittorhe?
SD — I did not so receiveit, neitherwill I so im-

part it.
RWM— How will you dlspose of it?
SD — I will syllable It with you.
RWM — Syllable it andbegin
SD — You being.
RWM — Beginyou.
SD — (Begins) (gives second syllable first inproper

manner.)
RWM— This my brother is the Pass—Grip of Mark

MasterMason. Its nameis J It takes
its name from the ancient City of Joppawhere
the materialsfor the Templewere landedwhen
broughtdownfrom Mt. Lebanaon.Masonictradi-
tion Informs usthat the seacoastat that place
was so nearly perpendicular that it was with dif-
ficulty that the workmencould ascendwithout
assistancefrom above, which assistancewas
afforded them by this strong grip, given by
guards stationedthere for that purpose.It has
since beenadoptedasa properpasstobe given
before gainingadmissioninto any just andduly
constitutedLodgeof Mark MasterMasons.

RWM — Brother Senior Deacon,will yoube off or
from?

SD — From.
RWM — Fromwhat andto what?
SD — From the passgrip of MarkMasterMasonto

the real grip of the same.
RWM — Pass.(RightWorshipful Master instructs

candidate)What is that?
SD — The real grip of Mark MasterMason.

RWM— Has it a name?
SD — It has.
RWM— Will you give it to me.?
SD — I did not so receiveit, neitherwill I so im-

part it.
RWM — How will you disposeof it?
SD — I will syllable it with you.
RWM— Syllable It and begin?
SD — You begin.
RWM— Beginyou?
SD — (Begins) (Givesword in propermanner.)

RWM— This, my brother, is the realgrip of Mark
Master Mason. It takes its namefromapassage
of scripture in which it is written “Mark Well
the enteringin of the housewith every going
forth of the sanctuary.”
You will perceivethat our arms and legs form
the initials of the nameof this grip. The legs,
the letter , the arms, theletter
Mark Well, my brother, Mark Well.

(Right Worshipful Master returns to East)
(Senior Deacon conductscandidateto North
sideof Lodge.)

RWM — (As brethrenstart confusion)(r) Brother
SeniorWarden.

SW — Right Worshipful Master.
RWM — What is the causeof this confusion?
SW — The Templeis nearlycompleted;butthework-

menare at a standfor the wantof a certainkey
stonewhich none of them havehad orders to
furnish.

RWM — That piece of work was assignedto our
Grand Master Hiram Abiff, and from his well
known punctuality, I haveconfidenceto believe
that he hascompletedit agreeabletotheoriginal
design. Brother Overseers,repair’to the East.

(Overseers go to the East.) (Right Worship-
ful Master shows them a key—stonewith its
mark.)
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RWM — Has a key stonebearingthis mark been
presentedto you for inspection?

MO — (After examining stone and consulting to—
gether) Therehas.

RWM — Whatdispositiondid you makeof it?
MO — It being neitheroblongnor square,andnot

having the mark of any of the workmenupon it;
and wenot knowing that~whichwasuponIt; con-
cluded It unfit for useandheavedIt over among
the rubbish.

RWM — That is truly unfortunate,as no lessde-
pends on that stone than the completionof the
Temple. Make strict search throughout the
apartmentsof the Temple andamongthe rub-
bish and seeIf it canbe found.

(Overseersmake search and find it in the
Northeastcornerwhereit hadbeendiscarded
by the Junior Overseer)
(Carrying the stone they marcharoundand
up the South side of Lodge, threeabreast,
Master Overseeron right with key stone)

MO — (Overseersfacing East) Strict searchhas
beenmadeand the stonefound.

RWM — Present It.
MO — (Hands stoneto Right Worshipful Master)

(Right Worshipful Master places stone on ped—
estal)

RWM — (Examinesstone,holding it in right hand)
This is the stonewhich was set atnaughtof you
builders, which isbecometheheadof thecorner.

(Overseersleft face, Junior Overseer in
lead, and start to return to their places.)

RWM — (r) (Overseershalt andfaceRightWorship-
ful Master) Did ye neverreadInthe Scriptures,
“The stonewhichthebuildersrejected,thesame
becamethe headof the corner.’

RWM — (r—r)Andhaveyenotreadinthis Scripture,
“The stone which the builders rejected,Is be-
comethe headof the corner.”

RWM— (r—r—r) What is this then that is written,
“The stone which thebuildersrejected,thesame
is become the head of the corner.”

RWM — (r—r—r—r) (To Overseers)Repairto your
stations.
(Overseersreturn to their stations and are
seated)(SeniorDeaconseatscandidateson North
side of Lodge.)

HISTORICAL LECTURE
My brothers, this degreeis foundedon the key

stoneof a certalnarchofKing Solomon’sTemple. It
was wrought by our Grand MasterHiram Abiff, but
beforehe hadgiven orders tohavelicarried up, he
wasslain, aswe haVe hadanaccountinthe pre~ed—
ing degree.It so happenedthat onthesixthday of a
certainweek,whenthe Craftsmenwerecarryingup
their work for inspection,a youngFellowcraftsee-
ing this piece of work, andconcludingit designed
for some portion of the Temple, brought it up. He
presentedit to theJuniorOverseerattheSouth gate
who observedthat it was neitheroblongnorsquare,
nor had it the mark of any of the workmen upon it,
but for its singularform andbeauty,hewasunwill-
ingto reject it, and su.fferedittopassto the Senior
Overseerat theWestgate. He for similar reasons
suffered it to passto the MasterOverseerat the
East gate, who called togetherhis brotherOver-
seersandheld aconsultation.They observing,that
it was neitheroblong nor square,not having the
mark of any of the workmen upon It, and not knowing
the mark which was upon it, concludedit unfit for
use and heaved it over among the rubbish.

The SeniorWardenthen Informed King Solomon
that the TemplewasnearlycompLetedbutfora cer-
tain key stone,whichnoneof themhadhadordersto
furnish. King Solomonconfidentlybelfevingthatour
GrandMasterHiram Abiff hadcompletedthis piece
of work agreeableto the original design,madeIn-
quiry of the Overseersto see if a pieceof work

—58— —59—



bearinga certainmark, hadbeenpresentedtothem
for inspection.Upon inquiry, It wasfoundtherehad,
butfor the reasonsalreadygiventheyhadconcluded
it unfit for use andheavedit over amongthe rub-
bish. King Solomonthenorderedstrict searchtobe
madeto see if it could be found. Searchwasac-
cordingly made, the stone found, and afterwards
appliedto its intendeduse.

Its color was white, andto it alludesa certain
passageof Scripture: “To him thatovercomethwill
I give to eatofthehiddenmanna,andI will give him
a white stone,and in the stonea new namewritten
which no manknowethsaving he that receivethit.”
The new name Is composedof wordsof which the
letters on the key stoneare the initials, namely
H.T.W.S.S.T.K. S. in passinganexaminationyou will
alternatethesewords, as I now do with the Senior
Deacon.Brother SeniorDeacon,commence.

(Wordsare given In propermanner.)
This wasthe mark of our GrandMasterHiram

Abiff. It is now thegeneralmark of this degree,In
the centerof whicheachbrotherplaceshisown pri-
vatemark, to which thetie intheobligationalludes.
It will be necessaryfor you to selecta mark, and
cause It to be filed with the Secretary, to be re-
corded in the Lodge book of marksbefore you can
lawfully receivethe degreeof RoyalArch Mason.

This degreewasfoundedto be conferredon all
who should be found worthy andwell qualified, not
only asan honorary rewardfor their zeal, fidelity
and attachmentto Masonry, but to render It Im-
possible that any brother, who shouldbe found
worthy of being advancedto this honorarydegree,
shouldneverbe reducedto such extremeIndigence
as to suffer for the common necessariesof life,
whentheprice of hismarkwouldprocurethe same.

A brotherpresentinghis mark andcravingas-
sistancerepresentsour GrandMasterHiram Abiff,
who was a poor man;butfor hisregular andupright
conduct, his great skill in architecture andthe

sciences becameeminently distinguishedamong
the craftsmen.

Abrotherreceivingthemarkandgrantingassist-
ance,representsour GrandMasterSolomon,King of
Israel, who was a rich man and eminently dis-
tinguishedfor his greatliberality.

WORKING TOOLS
The working tools of a Mark MasterMasonare

the ChiselandMallet. The Chiselis usedhyopera-
tive masonsto cut, carve,mark, andindenttheir
work. It morally demonstratesthe advantagesof
discipline and education.The mind, like the rough
ashiarwhentakenfrom thequarries,isrudeandun-
po]ished;but as the effect of thechiselin the hands
of the skillful workmansoonoutlinesandperfects
the carvedcapital, the stately shaft,andthebeauti-
ful statue,so educationdiscoversthelatentvirtues
of the mind anddrawsthemforthto rangethe large
field of matterand space,to displaythe summit of
humanknow]edge,our duty to God andman.

The Mallet is usedbyoperativemasonsto knock
off excrescencesandto smoothsurfaces.It morally
teachesto correctIrregularities andreducemanto
aproper level; so that,by quietdeportment,he may
In the schoolof discipline, learntobecontent.What
the Mallet is to the workman, enlightenedreasonis
to the passions;it curbs ambition, it depresses
envy, it moderatesanger, andIt encouragesgood
dispositions; whence arises among masonsthat
comelyorder:

“Which nothing earthiy gives or can destroy,
The soul’scalm sunshine,andtheheartfeltjoy.”

LECTURE
Q. — Are you a Mark MasterMason?
A. — I am, try me.
Q. — How will you be tried?
A. — By the chisel andmallet.
Q. — Why by the chisel andmallet.
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A. — Becausethey are the propermasonicimple-
mentsbelongingto this degree.

Q. —Wherewereyou madea Mark MasterMason?
A. — In a just and duly constitutedLodgeof Mark

MasterMasons.
Q. —Whatwerethe preparatorycircumstancesat-

tendingyour advancementtothis degree?
A. —Iwascausedtorepresentoneofthe craftsmen

employedat thebuildingof King SolomonTemple,
whose custom it was on the sixth day of each
week to carry uptheirworkfor inspection.

Q. —Bywhomwas the work inspected?
A. — By the Overseersappointedby King Solomon

and stationedat the South,West, and Eastgates
of the Temple.

Q. — How many Fellowcraftswereemployedat the
building of King Solomon’sTemple?

A. — Eighty thousand.
Q. — Among solarge a numberwerenot our Grand

Masters liable to be imposedupon by unskilled
craftsmenpresentingwork unfit for use?

A. — They werenot, for King Solomontookthepre-
caution that eachcraftsman shouldchoosefor
himself a mark and placeit upon his work, so
that it shouldbe known anddistinguishedwhen
broughtup promiscuouslyfor inspection.

Q. —What werethe wagesof a Fellowcraft whose
work was accepted?

A. — Onepenny a day.
Q. — Among solarge a numberaseighty thousand,

werenot our GrandMastersliabletobeimposed
upon by craftsmendemandingwagesnot their
due?

A. — They werenot, for King Solomontook thefur-
ther precautionthat eachcraftsmandemanding
wagesshouldthrusthisrighthandInto theapart-
ment of the Senior Warden, with a copy of his
mark inthepalmthereof,atthesametime giving
this token.

Q. — To what doesthat token allude?

A. — To the way and mannerin which eachtrue
craftsmanreceiveshis wages.

Q. —Of what further useis it?
A. — To distinguisha true craftsmanfrom an im-

postor.
Q. — When an imposterwasdetected,what was the

penalty?
A. — To havehis right handstruck off.
Q.—How were you preparedto be madea Mark

MasterMason?
A. —Being deprivedof all moneys,coatremoved,

breastexposed,a cable—towfour times around
my body, andclothedas Master Mason.

Q. — Have you a signbelongingto this degree?
A. — I haveseveral.
Q. — Show me a sign?
A. — (Gives GrandHailing sign.)
Q. — What Is thatcalled?
A. — The GrandHailing signor Sign of Distressof

Mark MasterMason.
Q. — To what doesIt allude?
A. — To the wayandmannerinwhicheachbrother Is

requiredto carry andpresenthIsworkwhenbe-
ing advancedto this degree.

Q. — Show me anothersign?
A. — (Gives Principal Sign)
Q. — To what doesit allude?
A. — To the Principal words.
Q. —What are they?
A. — HeaveOver.
Q. — To what doesit further al]ude?
A. — To the rejectionof the key stoneby the Over-

seers.
Q. — Showme anothersign?
A. — (Gives duegard)
Q. —What is that called?
A. — The duegardof Mark Master Mason.
Q. — Showme anothersign?
A. — (Gives sign)
Q. — What is that called?
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A. — The signof Mark MasterMason.
Q. — To what do they allude?
A. — To the penalty of the obligation that I would

have my right ear smote oft and my right hand
struck off should I violate my solemnobligation
of Mark Master Mason.

Q. —Will you be off or from?
A.—From.
Q. — From what andto what?
A. — From the passgrip of Mark Masterto the real

grip of the same.
Q. — Pass. What is that?
A. — The real grip of Mark MasterMason.
Q. — Has it a name?
A. — It has.
Q. —Will you give it to me?
A. — I did not so receive It, neitherwill I so impart

it.
Q. — How will you dispose of it?
A. — [will syllable it with you.
Q. — Syllableit andbegin.
A. — You begin.
A. — (Word Is given in propermanner)
Q. — To what does It allude?
A. — To a certainpassageof Scripture:“Mark Well

the enteringinof thehousewith every going forth
of the sanctuary.”

Q. — On whatwasthis degreefounded?
A. — The key stoneof a certainarch of King Solo-

mon’s Temple.
Q. — By whom was it wrought?
A. — By our Grand Master Hiram Abiff.
Q. —Whatwas its color?
A. —White, and to it alludes a certainpassageof

Scripture: “To him thatovercomethwill I give
to eatof the hiddenmanna,andIwill give to him
a white stone, and in thestonea new namewrit-
ten which no man knoweth saving he that re—
ceivethit.”

Q. —What is thatnew name?

A.—It is composedof wordsofwhichtheletterson
thekey stoneare the initials.

Q. —What are they?
A. —H T W SS T KS.

ADDRESSTO CANDIDATE
My brothers,I congratulateyou on having been

thought worthy of beingadvancedto this honorary
degreeof Masonry.Permitmetoimpressitonyour
mind that your assiduityshouldeverbecommensu-
ratewith your duties, whichbecomemoreandmore
extensiveasyou advancein Masonry.

In the honorable character of Mark Master
Mason, it is moreparticularly yourdutytolet your
conduct in the world, as wellasinthe Lodge among
your brethrenbe suchasmay standthe testof the
GrandOverseer’ssquare,that youmaynot,likethe
unfinished and imperfect work of negligent and
unfaithful of former times, be rejectedandthrown
aside, as unfit for that spiritualbuilding,thathouse
not made with hands,eternalin the heavens.

While such Is your conduct,shouldmisfortune
assail you, should friends forsake you, should envy
traduceyour good nameandma]ice persecuteyou,
yet may you haveconfidencethatamongMarkMas-
ter Masons,youwill find friendswhowill administer
relief to your distresses,andcomfort your afflic-
tions; ever bearingin mind, as a consolation under
all the frowns of fortune, and as an encouragement
to hope for betterprospects,that the stonewhich
the builders rejected, possessingmerits to them
unknown,becamethe chief stoneof thecorner.

CLOSING
RMW — (r) Bro. Jr. Deacon,WhenaLodgeof Mark

Master Masons is about to be c]osed, What be-
comesyour first duty?

JD — (Rises, gives sign of fidelity) To seethat
the lodge is duly tiled.
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RWM — Attend to that duty and inform the Tiler,
that I am about to close this Lodge of Mark
MasterMasons, direct him to take duenotice
thereofand tile accordingly.

JD — (Goesto outerdoor, gives rrr—r).
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—r.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler I am directed to in-

form you that the Right Worshipful Master Is
aboutto close this Lodgeof Mark MasterMa-
sons,takeduenotIcethereofandtile accordingly.

JD — (Closesdoor) rrr—r
Tiler — (Answersrrr—r)
JD — (Returns to station) — Right Worshipful

Master.
RWM — Bro. Jr. Deacon.
JD — The Lodge is duly Tiled.
RWM — How is the Lodge Tiled?
JD — By a brother of this degreewithout, armed

with the proper implementsof hisoffice.
RWM — His duty there?
JD — To observetheapproachofcowansandeaves-

droppers, and see that none pass or repass ex-
cept such as are duly qualified and having per-
mission from the Right Worshipful Master.
(Resumesseat)

RWM — (r) Bra. Sr. Warden, areyouaMark Mas-
ter Mason?

SW — (Rises, Give sign of fidelity) I am, try me.
RWM — How will you be tried?
SW — By the ChiselandMallet.
RWM — Why by the Chisel andMallet?
SW — Becausethey are the proper Masonicim-

plementsbelongingto this degree.
RWM — Where were you made a Mark Master

Mason?
SW — In a just andduly constituted Lodgeof Mark

MasterMasons.
RWM — How many composea Lodge of Mark

MasterMasons?
SW — Five or more.

RWM — When composedof Eight, who are they?
SW — RightWorshipful Master, Sr. andJr. Wardens,

Sr. and Jr. Deacons,Master Overseer,Sr. and

RWM — TheJr. Overseersstation?
SW — At the South Gate.
RWM — (rr) (Officers rise) Your duty there, Bro.

Jr. Overseer?
JO — (Give sign of fidelity) To inspect the work

presentedat the SouthGate.
RWM — The Sr. OverseersStation?
JO — At the WestGate.
RWM — Your duty there, Bro. Sr. Overseer?
SO — (Givesignoffidelity) To inspectthe work pre-

sentedat the WestGate.
RWM — The Master OverseersStation?
SO — At the East Gate.
RWM — Your duty there, Bra. Master Overseer?
MO — (Gives signof fidelity) To completethe In-

spectionof the work presentedat theEastGate.
RWM — The Jr. DeaconsStation?
MO — At the right of the Sr. Wardenin the West.
RWM — Your dutythere, Bra. Jr. Deacon?
JD — (Gives sign of fidelity) To carrymessages

from the SeniorWardeninthewesttotheJunior
Warden in the South and elsewhereabout the
Lodge as he may direct, Prepareandpresent
candidates,attendthe alarmat theouter door,
report the sameto theRightWorshipfulMaster,
also to see that the Lodge is duly tiled.

RWM — The Sr. DeaconsPlace?
JD — At the right of the Right Worshipful Master

in the East.
RWM — Your Duty, Bro. Sr. Deacon?
SD — (Gives sign of fidelity) To carryorders from

the Right Worshipful Master in the East,to the
Senior Warden in the West, andelsewhereabout
the Lodge ashe may direct, welcomeand cloth
visiting brethren,attendto the alarmat the In-
ner door, alsotoreceiveandconductcandidates.
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RWM — The Jr. WardensStation?
SD — In the South.
RWM — Your duty in the South,Bra. Jr. Warden?
JW — (Gives Sign of fidelity) To observethe sunat

meridian, which is the glory andbeautyof the
day; call the craft from labor to refreshments,
superintendthemduringthehoursthereof,care-
fully to observethat the~meansQf refreshments
arenotpervertedto intemperanceor excess,and
to see that they return to their labors In due
season,that the Right Worshipful Mastermay
receivepleasureandthey profit thereby.

RWM — The Sr. WardensStation?
JW — In the West.
RWM — Why In the West, Bra. Sr. Warden?
SW — (Gives Sign of Fidelity) As the sun is in the

West, at the closeof day,so standsthe Sr. War-
den in the west to assistthe Right Worshipful
Master in openingand closing the Lodge,pay
the craft their wagesif any be due,that none
may go awaydissatisfied.

RWM — (r) Have you performedthat duty?
SW — I havenot.
RWM — Repair to your apartmentand pay the

craftsmentheir wages,Bra. MasterOverseer,
This is the day andthe hourwhenthecraftsmen
shouldrepair to the apartmentof theSr.Warden
and receive their wages, give your orders
accordingly.

MO — Craftsmenrepair to the apartmentofthe Sr.
Wardenandreceiveyour wages.

Marshal— Craftsmen,form inprocessioninsingle
file on the north side of the lodge, facing the
east.

(Marshal leads,followedby theMasterOver—
seer,SeniorOverseer,JuniorOverseer,Sen-
ior Deacon and candidates,all thebrethren
last)

Marshal— (When ready) Forwardmarch.

(Processionmarcheseast, then around to the
apartmentof the Sr. Warden).
(While marchingall sing the following.)

MARK MASTER SONG
(Sung in the tuneof America)

Mark Masters,all appear
Before the chief Overseer,

In concertmove
Let him your work inspect
For the chief Architect;
If therebe no defect

He will approve.
You havepassedthe square,
For your rewardsprepare;

Join heartsandhands,
Eachwith his mark in view
Marchwith the just andtrue;
Wagesto you are due,

At your command.
Hiram the Widows son
Sent unto Solomon

Our greatKey stone
On it appearsthe name
Which raiseshigh the fame
Of all to whom the same

Is truly known.

(Mter receiving wages, craftsmenremain in
West, andcomparewagesandthen createcon-
fusion anddissatisfaction.)

RWM — (r) Bra. Sr. Warden,What is the causeof
this dissatisfaction?

SW — The Craftsmenare dissatisfied with their
wages.

RWM — Have you not paid them accordingto the
agreement?

SW — I have,but thesewho havebornethe burden
andheatof thedaycomplainthat thosewho came
inatthe eleventhhouraremadeequalunto them.
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RWM — Brethrenare you willing to hearthe law?
Craftsmen— We are.
RWM — Not only to hearit, but abideby it.
Craftsmen— We will.
RWM — (Goesto Altar and readsMatt. XX, 1—16

versesor from the quotationbelow.
‘It is like unto man that is an householder,
which went out early in the Morning to hire
laborersinto his vineyard. And whenhe had
agreedwith thelaborersforapennyaday,he
sentthem into hisvineyard, andhe went out
about the third hour, andsawothersstanding
idle in the market—place,andsaiduntothem,
go ye also into the vineyard;andwhatsoever
is right I give you. And they went their way.
Again he went out aboutthe sixth andninth
hour, and did likewise,andaboutthe eleventh
hour he went out and found others standing
idle, andsaithunto them,why standye here
all the day idle? They sayuntohim, because
no manhathhired us, He saithunto themgo
ye aLso into the vineyard;andwhatsoever is
right, that shallye receive.Sowhentheeven
was come, the Lord ofthevineyardsaithunto
his steward,Call the laborersandgivethem
their hire, beginningfrom the last until the
first. And when they came that werehired
aboutthe eleventhhour, they receivedevery
man a penny, but whenthe first came,they
supposed that they should have received
more;and they likewise receivedeveryman
a penny.And whenthey hadreceivedit they
murmuredagainstthe goodmanof thehouse,
saying,theselasthavewroughtbutonehour,
and thou hastmadethemequaluntous,which
havebornetheburdenand the heatof the day.
But heansweredoneof them,andsaid,Friend
I do theeno wrong; Didst notthouagreewith
me for one penny?Takethine is andgo thy
way; I will give unto this lastevenunto thee.

Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with
mine own? Is thine eye evil becauseI am
good?So the last shall be first, andthe first
last.”

([F DES~ED THE FOLLOWING LECTURE MAY
BE USED)

My Brother, the Keystoneof the degreeis
duty. “Stern daughterof the voiceof God.”

We live not merely to breathe,but to act,
thereforerememberingthatourworkslive after
us, “Let us do our might, whatour handsfind
to do.”

The Chiselandthe mallet teachusnot to be
found in the market-place,idly standingwith
folded hands,but to “Work while the daylasts,”
for life wasnot given for a possession,but for
use.

This degreemorally teachesusthatweareto
be honest in our work — not demandLngwages
thatwe havenot earned— to let our handsbear
the mark of our work, whether in the burden
and heatof the day, or in the coolnessof the
eventide.

We are also admonishedthat there is anEye
that looks to our work, to see if it bearsthe
stampof His name,andLest weshouldwearyas
we toil from day to day, we areencouragedby
the promise of rewardif we faint not. And this
inspires us to put ourselves— soul andbody,
talent and energy — faithfully to perform the
work that liesbefore us; that, whenthe shadows
of night falL, andwe canworknomore,we shall
hear with gladnessthe command, “Call the
laborersandgive them their hire.”

“Then shall eachbrother’s tongue declare
how bounteoushiswagesare.”

The design of all Masonry is a searchfor
truth, and he who earnestly seeksit shall be
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rewarded for his labors in the attainmentof
his desires.

So, in the vineyard of Masonry, it matters
not whether we begin with the morning sun—
bearingthe heat and burdensof the day—orin
the darkeningtwilight, at the eleventhhour, if
we but do our work faithfully andearnestly,we
shall receiveourwagesinaclearconscienceand
with the commendation “well done, good and
faithful servant.’

RWM — (To the SeniorWarden)TheRightWorship-
ful MastersStation.

SW — In the East.
RWM — Why in the East?
SW — As the sunrisesin theEast,to openandgov-

ern the day,so rises(RWM givesthreerapsand
rises) the Right Worshipful Masterintheeastto
openandgovernthe Lodge, set thecraftat work,
giving themproperinstructionsfor their labors.

RWM — Brother SeniorWarden, it is my orderthat
this Lodge of Mark Master Masons be now
closed, this you will communicateto the Junior
Warden in the South, and he to the brethren
present,that having duenoticethereof,theymay
governthemseLvesaccordingly.

SW — BrotherJunior Warden,it istheorderof the
Right WorshipfulMaster,thatthis Lodgeof Mark
Master Masonsbe now closed. This you will
communicateto thebrethrenpresent,thathaving
due notice thereof,they may governthemselves
accordingly.

JW — Brethren,it istheorderof the Right Worship-
ful Mastercommunicatedto methroughtheSen-
ior Wardenin the West, that this Lodgeof Mark
Master Masonsbe now closed, takedue notice
thereofand governyourselvesaccordingly.

RWM — Brethren,observethe East,andattendto
the giving of the signs, (Signsfrom the Enter—
apprenticeto theMarkMasterMason)aregiven.

RWM — (rrr—r)

SW — (rrr—r)
JW — (rrr—r)
RWM — Brother SeniorDeacon,attendattheAltar.

(Senior Deacongoesto Altar,gives duegardand
sign; CLosesBible, returnsto his station.)

RWM — Brother Junior Deacon,inform the Tiler.
(Goesto outerdoor) rrr—r

Tiler, — rrr—r
JD — (Opensdoor)Brother Tiler, The LodgeIs duly

closed. (Junior Deaconleavesdoor open and
returnsto station)

JD — Right Worshipful Master, the Tiler is in—
formed.

RWM — (r).
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PAST MASTER DEGREE

This degreeismorecloselyconnectedwith Sym—
bolic thanChapterMasonry.Itwasoriginally, andis
to this day, an honorarydegree,andshouldbecon-
ferredonly on the newly electedMasterofaLodge.
But as it hasbecomeapermanentcomponentpart of
the Capitular.System,it is thereforeuselesstocon-
tend with what is often termedthe “inconsistency”
of conferringan honorwhereno equivalentservices
havebeenor areexpectedto be rendered.

As therulersof Masonryare,andshouldonly be,
selectedfor their superior skill andintelligence,
they aloneshouldbe permittedto receivethevalu—
able light and information containedin the cere—
moniesof this degree.

Thosewho receivethe degreeintheChapterare
termed“Virtual” PastMasters,incontradistinction
to those who havebeen electedand installedin a
regularly constituted Symbolic Lodge, who are
called“Actual” PastMasters;theformerhavingno
rights or privileges, as such, out of the Chapter.

In order to harmonizemanyofthecontroversies
that wereconstantlyarising in respectto the con-
tending rightsof PastMasters,the GeneralGrand
Chapter of the United States, in 1856, adopteda
resolution, recommendingthe Chaptersunder its
jurisdiction “to abridge the ceremoniesnow con-
ferred in the PastMastersDegreewithin the nar-
rowest constitutionallimits, only retainingthe in-
ducting of the candidateinto the Oriental Chair,
andcommunicatingthe meansof recognition.”

The regular officers of a PastMastersLodge
correspondexactlywith thoseof a Lodgeof Master
Masons.

The officers of a Chapter take rank in a Past
Masters Lodge areasfollows: —The High Priest,
asMaster; TheKing, asSeniorWarden;TheScribe,
as Junior Warden; The Secretary,Treasurer,and
Tiler occupythe correspondingstations; The Cap—

tam of the Host, asMarshal;The PrincipleSojourn-
er, as SeniorDeacon; The Royal Arch Captain, as
Junior Deacon.

The Symbolic Color of the PastMastersDegree
is purple. The Apron is of white lambskin, square
at tl~e corners,edgedwith purple, and the Jewelof
the degreeinscribedupon it. The collar is purple,
edgedwith gold.

A candidatereceivingthe degreeis saidto have
“Presidedas master in the chair” or “Regularly
passedthe Chair.”

OPENING
RWM — (r) Brother Marshal
MAR — (Rises and gives Sign of Fidelity) Right

Worshipful Master.
RWM — Organizea Lodge of PastMasters.
MAR — Officers takeyour respectivestationsand

places.Brethrenbe clothed.(Pause)RightWor-
shipful Master, a Lodgeof PastMastersis duly
organized.

RWM — Brother Senior Warden, are all present
PastMasters?

SW — (Rising) (If satisfied) All presentare Past
Masters. (If not satisfied) I will ascertainand
report. Brothers SeniorDeaconandJuniorDea-
con approach the West. (Senior and Junior

DeaconmeetWestof Altar incenterof room
and go togetherto SeniorWarden’sstation)

SW — Givemethepasswordof PastMaster. (Senior
DeaconandJunior Deacongive password.)You
will ascertainif all presentare PastMasters
andreport to the West.

(SeniorDeacontakespasswordonNorth side
of Lodge room)
(JuniorDeacontakespasswordon Southside
of Lodge room)
(Both starting in East andgoingdown West.
They meet West of altar In centerof room
andgo togetherto Senior Warden’sstation.)
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SD — All present on the North side of the lodge are
Past Masters.

JD — All presenton theSouthsideof the Lodgeare
PastMasters.

SW — Right WorshipfulMaster,all presentarePast
Masters.

(SeniorandJuniorDeaconsreturnto stations)
RWM — Seethat the brethrenare in order asPast

Masters.
SW — Brethren,be in order as PastMasters.

(All rise andgive duegard)
SW — Right Worshipful Master, the brethrenareIn

order as PastMasters.
RWM — (r) Brother JuniorDeacon,whena Lodge of

Past Masters is aboutto be openedwhat be-
comesyour first duty?

JD — (Rises andgives Sign of Fidelity) To seethat
the Lodge is duly tiled.

RWIvI — Attend to thatdutyandInformthe Tiler that
I am aboutto open a Lodgeof PastMasters.Di-
rect him to takedue noticeandtile accordlng]y.

JD — (Goestoouterdoor,gives (r), Brother Tiler, I
am directedto informyouthat theRightWorship-
ful Master is about to open a Lodge of Past
Masters. Take duenoticeandtile accordingly.

JD — (Closesdoor) rrr—rr
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rr.
JD — (Returnsto station, gives Sign of Fidelity)

Right Worshipful Master.
RWM — Brother Junior Deacon.
JI) — The Lodge is duly tiled.
RWM — How Is the Lodgetiled?
JD — By a brother of this degreewithout, armed

with the proper Implementsof his office.
RWM — His duty there?
JD — To observetheapproachofcowansandeaves-

droppers, and to see that none pass or repass
except such as are qualified and havepermission
from the Right Worshipful Master.

(Resumesseat)

RWM — (r) Brother SeniorWarden.
SW — (Rises,gives sign of Fidelity)
RWM — Are you a PastMaster?
SW — I havethe honor soto be.
RWM — How gainedyou that distinguishedhonor?
SW — By havingbeenduly electedand installedto

presideover and govern a just and duly con-
stitutedLodgeof PastMasters.

RWM — How shall I know you tobe a PastMaster?
SW — From a grip to a span,from a spanto a grip.
RWM — Where were you made a Past Master?
SW — In a legallyconstitutedanddulyopenedLodge

of PastMasters.
RWM — HO-N many composea Lodge of Past

Masters?
SW — Three or more.
RWM — Whencomposedofonlythree,whoare they?
SW — The Worshipful Master, Senior andJunior

Wardens.
RWM — The Junior Warden’s 8tation?
SW — In the South.
RWM — (r-r) Your dutyin the South,BrotherJunior

Warden?
JW — (Gives sign of Fidelity) To observethe sunat

meridian, which is the glory andbeautyof the
day, call the craft from labor to refreshment,
superintendthemduringthehoursthereof,care-
fully to observethat the meansof refreshment
are notpervertedtointemperanceorexcess,and
to see that they return to their labors in due
season,thattheRightWorshipful Mastermayre-
ceivehonorandtheypleasureandprofltthereby.

RWM — The Senior Wardenstation?
JW — In the West.
RWM — Why in the West, Brother SeniorWarden?
SW — (Gives sign of Fidelity) As the sunis in the

Westatcloseof day,sostandstheSenior Warden
In the Westto assisttheRight WorshipfulMaster
in openingandclosingthe Lodge, paythe craft
their wages, If any be due, that none may go
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awaydissatisfied,harmonybeing the supportof
all institutions,especiallythis of ours.

RWM — The Right Worshipful MasterStation?
SW — In the East.
RWM — Why in the East?
SW — As the sunrisesIn theEastto open andgov-

ern theday,sorisestheRightWorshipful Master
(RWM gives rrr) in the Eastto op~nandgovern
the Lodge, set the craft at work giving them
proper instructionsfor their labors.

RWM — (rrr) BrotherSeniorWarden,It Ismy order
that a Lodge of PastMastersbenow openedand
standopenfor work andInstruction.Thisyou will
communicateto the Junior WardenIn theSouth,
and he to the brethrenpresentthat havingdue
notice thereof they may govern themselves
accordingly.

SW — Brother Junior Warden, it Is theorder of the
Right Worshipful Master that a Lodgeof Past
Mastersbe now openedand standopenfor work
and Instruction. This you will communicateto
the brethren present that having due notice
thereoftheymaygovernthemselvesaccordingly.

JW — Brethren (All give the sign of Fidelity) It Is
the order of the Right Worshipful Mastercom-
municatedto me throughthe SeniorWardenin
the West, that a Lodge of PastMastersbe now
openedandstandopenfor work andinstruction.
Take due noticethereofand governyourselves
accordingly.

RWM — Brother SeniorDeacon,attendat thealtar.
(SeniorDeacongoestoaltar, opensBibleat Eccl.
XII, gives duegardandsign, returnsto station.)

RWM — Brethren, attend to giving the signs, ob-
serve the East. (Signs aregiven from Entered
Apprenticeup through PastMaster.)

RWM— rrr—rr
SW — rrr—rr
JW — rrr—rr
RWM — I now declarethis Lodgeof PastMasters

erectedto God anddedicatedto the memoryof
the Holy SaintsJohn,dulyopened.BrotherJun-
ior Deacon,inform the Tiler.

JD — (Goesto outer door andgives rrr—rr)
TILER — (Answers)rrr—rr
JD — (Opensdoor) Brother Tiler, the LodgeIs duly

opened.
JD (Closesdoor, gives rrr—rr)
TILER — (Answers)rrr—rr
JD — (Returnsto station,givesduegard)RightWor-

shipful Master, the Tiler is informed.
RWM — (r)

WORK
Section I

RWM — Brother Junior Deacon,ascertainIf there
are any candidateslnwaitlngforthlsdegree.

(Junior Deacongoesto altar, givesduegard
andsign, thengoesto PreparationRoomand
preparescandidate.)
(Candidateis simply clothed as a Master

Mason.)(When readyreturnsto station)
JD — Right Worshipful Master, thereare without

brother inwaitingfor thisdegree.
RWM — Brother SeniorDeaconpresentthe candi—

date.

(Senior Deacongoesto altar, gives duegard
and sign,thenproceedstoPreparationRoom,
andconductscandidateto Westof altar,fac-
ing the East.)

SD — Right Worshipful Master, I havethepleasure
of presentingto you brother
who hasbeenduly initiated EnteredApprentice,
Passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft, raisedto
the sublimedegreeof MasterMason,advancedto
the honorarydegreeof Mark MasterMason,and
now wishesfurtherpromotioninmasonrybybe-
ing installed to preside as Master in the Chair,
he having been duly elected to that distinguished
office.
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RWM — My brother, I congratulateyou on having
beenduly elected to this honorableoffice. But
beforeyou canbe installed, it Is necessarythat
you take upon yourself a solemnobligation to
keepthe secretsbelongingto thechair.With the
usual assuranceon my part, andif you arewilL-
ing to take the obligation, you will kneel at the
Altar on bothknees,bothhandsrpstinguponthe
Holy Bible, SquareandCompasses,after which
I will Install you.

(Candidatekneelsin dueform at altar) (Sen-
ior DeacontakespositionatSouthwestcorner
of altar)

RWM— (rrr) (Descendsto altar) Say I, pronounce
your namein full andrepeatafter me:

I , of my own free will
and accord, in presenceof almighty Godand
this Lodge of PastMasters,erectedto God
and dedicatedto the memory of the Holy
SaintsJohn,do herebyandhereon,sincerely
promise and solemnly swearthat I will not
revealthe secretsof thisdegreetoabrother
of a precedingdegree,nor to any personin
the world, exceptIt bewithin a legallyconsti-
tuted andduly openedLodgeof PastMasters,
or to abrotherof this degree,whom I shall
have found to be such, by due trial, strict
examination,or lawful Masonicinformation.

I do furthermorepromiseandswearthat I
will not open nor close this or any other
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons,over
which I may be called to preside, without
giving a lecture,orpartof a lecture,or caus-
ing the sameto bedone.

I do furthermorepromiseandswearthat
I will notrulethisoranyotherLodgeof Free
and AcceptedMasons, overwhich] may be
called to preside in an arbitraryor uncon-
stItutionalmanner,but will governthe same
according to the ancientcustoms,usages,

I

I!.

andlandmarksof the craft.
Al] this 1 sincerely promise andswear

without the leasthesitation,equivocation,or
mentalreservation,binding myself underno
lesspenaLty thanthatofhavingmytongueslit
from tip to root,togetherwiththe Infliction of
penaltiesof precedingdegrees,shouldIvio—
late this my solemnobligationasaPastMas-
ter. So help me God andkeepme steadfast.

RWM — My brother, in testimonyofyour sincerity,
kiss the Holy Bible on which your handsrest.

(Candidateskiss Bible)
RWM — (Returnsto East)(r)Arise. Thereis a due-

gardandsign belongingto theChair.Thisis the
duegard(Gives duegard),and this is the sign
(Gives sign). Theyalludeto thepenaltyof the ob-
ligation, that you would have your tongue slit
from tip to root, and suffer the infliction of
penaltiesof precedingdegreesshouldyouviolate
your solemnobligationas a PastMaster. This
duegard(gives duegard), and sign (gives sign)
should alwaysbe given as a salutationto the
Right Worshipful Masteron enteringor retiring
from a Lodgeof PastMasters.

RWM — (Descendingto altar) There is also a grip
andwordbelonging to the Chair. But asyou are
uninstructed, the Senior Deacon will answer
for you.

RWM— (Taking candidateby grip of MasterMason)
Will you off or from?

SD — (Answeringfor candidate) From.
RWM— From what andto what?
SD — From the grip of MasterMasonto the grip

of a PastMaster.
RWM — Pass.
SD — From a grip to a span.

(Right Worshipful Master slips his right
hand up and takes hold of candidate’sright
forearmabovethewrist.)
(Candidateguidedby theSeniorDeacontakes
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hold of Right Worshipful Master’sright arm
in the samemaimer.)

RWM — From a spanto a grip.
(Right Worshipful Master now with his left
hand graspsthe candidateby the right arm
aboveelbow.)

SD — A two—fold cord is strong.
(Right Worshipful Master with right hand
graspthe candidateby the left arm above
elbow)

RWM— A three—fold cord is not easily broken.
What is that?

SD — Thegrip of a PastMaster.
RWM— Hasit a name?
SD — It has.
RWM — Will you give it to me?
SD — I did not so receiveit, neitherwill I so im-

part it.
RWM — How will you disposeof it?
SD — Syllableit with you.
RWM — Syllable it andbegin.
SD — You begin.
RWM — Beginyou.
SD — L
RWM— G
SD — G
RWM — This my brother is the grip of a Past

Master. Its nameIs G , which signifies
stone-squarer.

RWM — I will now Invest you with the jewel and
badgeof your office, which you will perceiveis
a square,and I trust you will prove a square
stone in the Templeof Masonry.

(Presentsjewel to candidate.)
RWM — I now presentyou the threegreatlights in

Masonry, whtch are the Holy Bible, Square,and
Compasses;and within that sacredvolume you
will find all that is necessaryfor your counsel
and guidance.Thesethreegreatlights you are
always to display in their properpositionwhen

the Lodge Ls open. If on the EnteredApprentice
degree, in this position (SeniorDeaconplaces
lights in proper position); on the Fellowcraft
degree, in this position (SeniorDeaconplaces
]ights in properposition); andon MasterMason
degree, in this position (SeniorDeaconplaces
lights in proper position.) I presentyou the
Charter which empowers you to do regular
Masonic Work.

(PresentsCharterto candidate)
I presentyou the Constitutionwhich you are to
study carefully and seethat its provisionsare
not violated.

(PresentsConstitutionto candidate)
I presentyou the By—lawswhichyouaretostudy
carefully and seethattheyarestrictlyenforced.

(PresentsBy-laws to candidate)
I presentyou the Recordswhich you are to see
carefully kept that nothing improper is com-
mitted to paper, and you are to havegeneral
supervisionof the dutiesof thesecretary.

(Pointstowardssecretary’sdesk)
RWM — As King Solomonworea crownasan em—

blem of royal dignity, soasamarkof distinction
you are to be coveredwhile thebrethrenremain
uncovered.

(Placeshat on candidate)(If morethanone
candidate,eachis coveredin rotation)

RWM — I will now conductyoutoyour seatonceso
ably filled by our GrandMaster, Solomon,King
of Israel, andItrustthataportionofhis wisdom
will rest upon andabidewith you.

(Candidateis conductedto a chair placedin
front of the Right Worshipful Master’schair
in East.)

RWM — Masonictraditioninforms usthatwhenKing
Solomonbecameinfirm withage,hewasassisted
in taking his seat andrising therefromby two
Giblimites in this manner,who attendedhimfor
that purpose.

—82— —83—



(CandidateIs seatedin chairasIf oldandin-
firm by Senior DeaconandRight Worshipful
Master; againassistedto rise in sameman-
ner; and seateda secondtime.)
(If more than one candiate,all candidates
are seatedIn rotation.)

RWM — lpresentyouwiththe gavel which is an em-
blem of power. Oneblow~ (r) calls the Lodgeto
order; two blows (rr) calls up the subordinate
officers; three blows (rrr) calls up the whole
Lodge; and one blow (r) again seatsthem and
calls the Lodge to order.

Having beenduly electedandinstalled, with
a warrant, empoweringyou to work, the three
Great Lights In properposition anda constitu-
tional numberof brethrenpresent,this gavelin
your handsis truly an emblemof power.

(Right Worshipful Masterpresentsgavel to
candidate.)

RWM — Shouldthebrethrenat anytimebe In danger
of infringing the Constitutionof ancient land-
marks of Free Masonry, It would be your duty
with one blow of the gavel tocall themto order,
and should an emergencyever arisewhen it
would be beyondyour powerto control them, it
would alsobeyour dutywithoneblow of the gavel
to declarethe Lodge closed, soonerthanpermit
them to infringe theconstitutionorancientland-
marks of Free Iviasonry, and you violate the
solemnobligation that you havejust taken.

RWM — The dutiesof the Chair aremany andvar-
ious. They consistof opening,Instructing,and
closing Lodges; initiating, crafting andraising
Masons;presidingatdedications,consecrations,
andinstallations;at the laying of corner stones
of public edifices,at funeral obsequies,and the
performanceof all otherdutiescorresponding
theretoor connectedtherewith.A brothershould
be well qualified in theseseveraldutiesinorder

to presidecreditablyover a Lodgeof Freeand
Accepted Masons.

RWM — You will now returnto me the gavel, and
facethe East.

ADDRESSTO CANDIDATE
RWM— (Or somedesignatedbrotherof the Lodge)

My brothers,theconferringatthlstime,of a de-
greewhich hasno historical connectionwiththe
other Capitulardegreesis anapparentanomaly,
which, however,Ls indebtedfor Its existenceto
the following circumstances.

Originally when Royal Arch Masonry was
under the governmentof Symbolic Lodges, in
which the Royal Arch degreewasthenalways
conferred,it wasa regulationthat no onecould
receiveit unlesshe hadpreviouslypresidedas
the Masterof that or someotherLodge,andthis
restriction was made becausethe RoyalArch
was deemedtoo importanta degreeto be con-
ferred only on MasterMasons.But, asby con-
fining the RoyalArch to thoseonlywho hadbeen
actually electedas the presidingofficer of their
Lodges, the extensionof the degreewould have
beenmaterially circumscribed,andits useful-
ness greatly impaired, the GrandMasteroften
granteduponduepetitionhisdispensationtoper-
mit certainMasterMasons,althoughnotelected
to presideover their Lodges,to passtheChair,
which is a technical term, intendedtodesignate
abrief ceremony,by which the candidateis In-
vestedwith the mysteriesof a PastMaster,and
like him entitled to advancein Masonryas far
asthe RoyalArch, or theperfectionandconsmn-
mationof the third degree.

When, however,the controlof theRoyalArch
was takenfromtheSymbolicLodgesandintrust—
ed to a distinct organization, that namely, of
Chapters, the regulation continued to be ob-
served,for it was doubtful tomanyif it could be
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legalLy abolished,and, as the law still requires
that the augustdegreeof RoyalArchshallbere-
stricted to Past Masters, our candidatesare
madeto passthe Chair simply asapreparation
andqualificationtowardsbeinginvestedwith the
solemninstructionof the RoyalArch.

Your receivingthis degreeconfersuponyou
no offlcialrank outsidethe Chapter.Thehonors
and peculiar privileges belonging to the Chair
of Symbolic Lodgesare confinedexclusivelyto
those who have been duly electedto preside
over andgovernsuchLodges,andwhohavebeen
called “Actual Past Masters,” whereasthose
who receive the degree in the Chapter are
termed “Virtual Past Masters,” for although
they are investedwith the secretsof thedegree,
yet they are not entitled to the rights andpre-
rogativesof “Actual PastMasters.”

With this brief explanation of the reason
why this degreeIs now conferred upon you, and
why you havebeenpermitted to “Preside as
Master In the Chair” you will retire and suffer
yourself to be preparedfor those further and
profounder researchesinto Masonrywhich can
only be consummatedin the RoyalArchDegree.

CHARGE TO CANDIDATE
My Brother, The PastMasterdegreeunlike all

theotherdegreesof Free—masonry,shedsno light
upon itself. It was formerly conferred only on
Mastersof Lodges, to instruct them In the duties
they owed the Lodgesoverwhich they werecalled
to preside, and likewisethe dutiesof the brethren
to the Chair; but we, as Royal ArchMasons,confer
this degree,notonly asapreliminarystep,butalso
for the more importantpurposeof guardingagainst
a breach of our Masonic obligations. We areall,
my brother, too apt to comeforwardandkneelat
our sacredaltar andtake uponourselvesthe most
solemn obligations to perform certaindutiesand

then behave as if we had not done so. This, my
brother is not as it shouldbe.

Let the scenewhich you havethis eveningwit-
nessedbe a striking lessonto you, andnot only to
you, but to us all asMasons,neverto lose sight of
the solemnobligationswhich we haveall takenupon
ourselvesof our own freewill, andin the mostsol-
emnmannerpromisedthat we would neverviolate.

It becomesyour duty as a PastMaster, by
amiable,discreet,andvirtuousconduct,to convince
mankind of the goodnessof the Institution; sothat
when a person is said to be a memberof it, the
world may know that he Is onetowhom the burden-
ed heartmaypouroutits sorrows;towhom distress
may prefer its suit; whosehandIsguidedbyjustice,
and whoseheartis expandedby benevolence.

If you haveanydoubtof the extentof your obli-
gations, a daily recoursetothe Scripturesof Divine
Truth will set you right. It will makeyour duties
plain, and the dischargeof them a pleasurerather
than a burden.Make then the Holy Bible, that Great
Light In Masonry, the man of your counsels,and
the meditationof your heart. It will nevermislead
nor deceiveyou, but a strict observanceof its holy
preceptswill fit andprepareyou for usefulnessIn
this life, and for a glorious InheritanceIn that
which is to come.

LECTURE
Q. Are you a PastMaster?
A. I havethe honorsoto be.
Q. How gainedyou that distinguishedhonor?
A. By havingbeenduly electedandinstalledtopre-

side over andgoverna just anddulyconstituted
Lodge of FreeandAcceptedMasons.

Q. How shall I know you to beaPastMaster?
A. From a grip to a span,from a spanto a grip.
Q. Wherewereyou madea PastMaster?
A. In a legally constitutedandduly openedLodgeof

PastMasters.
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Q. Have you a signbelonging to this degree?
A. Ihave.
Q. Show measign?
A. (GLve duegard)
Q. What is that called?
A. The duegardof a PastMaster
Q. Show me anothersign?
A. (GIves sign)
Q. What Is that calLed?
A. The sIgnof a PastMaster.
Q. To whatdo theyallude?
A. To the penalty of theobligationthatIwould have

my tongue slit from tip to root, togetherwith
the infliction of penaltiesof precedingdegrees,
should I violate my solemnobligationasa Past
Master.

Q. Have you a grip belongingto this degree?
A. Ihave.
Q. CommunicateIt.
A. (Gives grip of a PastMaster)
Q. What is that called?
A. The grip of a PastMaster.
Q. Hasitaname?
A. It has.
Q. Will you give it to me?
A. I did notsoreceIveLt, neitherwill I so impart it.
Q. How will you disposeof it?
A. SyLlable it with you.
Q. SyLlable it andbegin?
A. You begin.
Q. Beginyou.
A. (Word is given in proper manner)
Q. Whatdoesit signify?
A. Stonesquarer.

CLOSING
RWM— (r) Bro. Junior Deacon, when a Lodge of

Past Masters is about to be closedwhat be-
comesyour first duty?

JI) — To seethat the Lodge Is duly Tiled.

RWM — Attend to that duty, andinform the Tiler
that lam aboutto closethis IndgeofPastMas-
ters, and direct him to take due noticethereof
andtile accordingly.

JD — (Goesto outer door,gives rrr—rr)
Tiler — Answersrrr—rr.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. TiLer, I amdirectedto in—

form you that the Right Worshipful Masteris
about to close this Lodge of PastMasters,take
due notice thereofandtile accordingly.

JD — (Closesdoor, gives rrr—rr)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rr.
JI) — (Returnsto Station)RightWorshipfulMaster.
RWM — Bro. Junior Deacon.
JD — The Lodgeis duly Tiled.
RWM— How arewe Tiled?
JD — By a Brotherof this degreewithout, armed

with the proper implementsof hisoffice.
RWM— His duty there?
JD — To observe theapproachof cowans and eaves-

droppersand seethatnonepassor repassex-
cept suchasare duly qualified andhavingper-
mission from the Right Worshipful Master.

(ResumesSeat)
RWM— Bro. SeniorWarden
SW— (Rising and gives Sign of Fidelity) Right Wor-

shipful Master.
RWM — Are you a PastMaster?
SW— I have the honor soto be.
RWM— How gained you that distinguished honor?
SW — By havingbeenduly electedandinstalledto

presideover and governa just andconstituted
Lodgeof PastMasters.

RWM — Wherewereyou madea PastMaster?
SW — In a just andduly constitutedLodgeof Past

Masters.
RWM — Where were you made a Past Master?
SW — In a just andduly constItutedLodgeof Past

Masters.
RWM— How shall I know you tobe a PastMaster?
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SW — From a grip to a span,and from a spanto a
grip.

RWM — How many compose a Lodge of Past
Masters?

SW — Three or More.
RWM — Whencomposedofonlythree,whoare they?
SW — TheRight Worshipful Master,SeniorWarden

andJuniorWarden.
RWM— The Junior Warden’sStation?
SW — In the South.
RWM— (rr) Your duty in the South,Bro. Junior

Warden?
JW — (Rises,Gives theSignof Fidelity) To observe

the Sm! at Meridian, which is the glory and
beautyof the day, call the craft from labor to
refreshments; superintend them during the
hours thereof, carefully to observe that the
means of refreshments are not pervertedto in-
temperanceor excess; and to seethat they
return to their labors in due season,that the
Right Worshipful Master may receive honor
andthey pleasureandprofit thereby.

RWM— The Senior WardenStation?
JW — In the West.
RWM— Why in the West, Bro. Senior Warden?
SW — (Gives sign of Fidelity) As the Sunis in the

West at the close of day, so standsthe Senior
Warden in the West to assistthe Right Worship-
ful Master in openingandclosingtheLodge,pay
the craft their wages if any be due, that none
may go away dissatisfied, harmonybeing the
supportof all institutions,especiallythis of ours.

RWM — The Right Worshipful Master’s Station?
SW — In the East.
RWM — Why in the East?
SW — As the Sun rises in theEastto openandgov-

ern the day,(RWM givesthreerapsandrises)so
risesthe Right Worshipful Master in theEastto
openandgovernthe Lodge, set thecraftat work,
giving them properinstructionsfor their labors.

RWM — Bro. Senior Warden, it is my order that
this Lodgeof PastMastersbe now closed, this
you will communicatetotheJuniorWardenin the
South,andhe to thebrethrenpresent,thathaving
due notice thereof they may governthemselves
accordingly.

SW — Bro. Junior Warden.
JW ~.— (Gives Sign of Fidelity) Bro. SeniorWarden.
SW — It is theorder of the Right Worshipful Mas-

ter that this Lodge of Past Mastersbe now
closed.This you will communicatetotheBreth-
renpresentthat having due noticethereof, they
may governthemselvesaccordingly.

JW — Brethren, it is theorderof the Right Worship-
ful Master, communicatedto me through the
Senior Warden in the West that this Lodgeof
Past Mastersbe now closed, take due notice
thereofand governyourselvesaccordingly.

RWM — Brethren, attendto giving of the signs,
observethe East.

(Signs are given from EnteredApprentice
up IhroughPastMaster.)

RWM — rrr—rr.
SW — rrr—rr.
JW — rrr-rr.
RWM— I declarethis Lodgeof PastMasterserect-

ed to God and dedicatedto the memoryof the
Holy SaintsJohn,duly closed.Bro. SeniorDea-
con, attendat the Altar.

(SD goesto the Altar, givesduegardandsign
closesBible, returnsto station.)

RWM — Bro. Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
JD — (Goesto outerdoor, gives rrr—rr.)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rr.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler, the Lodgeis duly

closed.
JD — (Closesdoor, retmnsto station)Right Wor-

shipful Master.
RWM — Bro. Junior Deacon.
JD — The Tiler is informed
RWM — (r.)
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER

This degreehas special referenceto that im-
portantperiodwhenthetempleerectedby King Solo-
monfor the worshipof Jehovahwas completedand
consecratedin all Its glory andbeauty.

The masonictradition upon which the degreeIs
foundedIs describedin theancientbdokof constitu-
tions, in the following words:

“The temple was finished In the short spaceof
sevenyearsand six months,to theamazementofall
the world; when the cape—stonewascelebratedby
the fraternity with greatjoy. Butthelrjoywas soon
interruptedby thesuddendeathof theirdearMaster,
Hiram Abiff, whom they buried in the Lodgenear
the temple,accordingto ancientusage.”

“After Hiram Abiff was mournedfor, thetaber-
nacle of Moses and its holy relics being lodgedin
the temple, Solomon,in a generalassembly,dedi-
catedor consecratedit bysolemnprayerandcostly
sacrificespastnumber,with thefinestmusic,vocal
andinstrumental,praisingJehovah,upon fixing the
holyark in its properplace,betweenthecherubim;
when Jehovahfilled his own templewith a cloudof
glory.~

None but thosewho, through diligenceandin-
dustry, haveprogressedfar towardperfection;none
but thosewho havebeenseatedintheOrientalChair
by the suffragesof their brethren,canbe admitted
to this degree.

In its original establishment,whenthe Temple
at Jerusalemwas finished, and thefraternity cele-
bratedthe cape—stonewith greatjoy, it is demon-
strable that none but thosewho hadprovedthem-
selves to be completemastersof their profession
were admittedto this honor; and, indeed,theduties
incumbenton every Mason, who is “reclevedand
acknowledged” as a Most Excellent Master, are

suchas renderedit indispensiblethatheshouldhave
a perfect knowledge of all the preceding degrees.

It is thereforeapartofthewisdomandjustice of
Solomon’splan to bestowupon many of his most
skillful workmen some distinguishingmark of his
approval. No higher appreciationof valuable ser-
vices could have beenrenderedto the worthy and
meritoriousthan conferringupontheman Orderof
Merit, with the honorabletitle of “Most Excellent
Master.” And it Is still retainedby us as amemo-
rial of the method adoptedby the King of Israel
to distinguishthe mostskillful portion of thecraft,
and to rewardthem for their servicesin behalfof
the fraternity.

The officers of a Lodgeof Most ExcellentMas-
ter are:

1. RIght Worshipful Master
2. SeniorWarden

The officers of a Chapterrank asfollows: The
High PriestasRightWorshipfulMasterandtheKing
as Senior Warden,and forthepur—
posesof reception, the Captainof the Hostact as
Marshalor the Masterof Ceremonies;theprincipal
Sojourner as the Senior Deacon; the Royal Arch
Captainas the Junior Deacon,and the Treasurer,
Secretaryand Tiler as in the Chapter.

The RIght Worshipful Master representsKing
Solomon, and may appropriately be clothedin the
Kings Robes.

The symbolic color of the Most ExcellentMas-
ter’ s degreeis purple. The Apron of white lamb-
skin, squareat thecorners,edgedwith purple,and
the color of purple edgedwith gold. In this, as in
the other preparatorydegrees,It Is customaryto
use the clothing of the Chapter.

Lodges of the Most Excellent Masters are
dedicated to the “memory of King Solomon.” A
candidatereceiving the degreeis said to be “Re-
ceived and acknowledged as a Most Excellent
Master.”
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER
OPENING

RWM — (r) Bro. Marshal, (Marshal rises, faces
East,and givessignof fidelity) OrganizeaLodge
of Most ExcellentMasters.

MAR. — Officerstakeyour respectivestationsand
places,Brethrenbe clothed.(Done) Right Wor-
shipful Master, a Lodge of Most Excellent
Mastersis duly organized.

RWM — (r) Bro. Senior Warden, (SeniorWarden
rises andgives sign of fidelity), are all present
Most ExcellentMasters?

SW — I will ascertainand report. Bro. Senior
Deacon, ascertainIf all presenton the north
side of the Lodgeare Most ExcellentMasters.
Bro. Junior Deacon, ascertainIf all presenton
the south side of the Lodgeare Most Excellent
Masters.

(Thetwo officers proceedto takeupthepass
beginning at the east andgoing down to the
west)

RWM — rrr
(The two officers meetwestof the Altar and
go to the Senior Wardenstation)

JD — Bro. SeniorWarden,all presenton the south
side of the Lodge are Most Excellent Masters.

SD — Bro. Senior Warden, all presenton the north
side of the lodge are Most Excellent Masters.
(Deacons return to their stations.)

SW — Right Worshipful Mastet, all presentare
Most Excellent Masters.

RWM— Seethat the brethren are in order as Most
ExcellentMasters.

SW — Brethren, be in order as Most Excellent
Masters

(Brethren will rise and give duegard of
Most ExcellentMaster.)

SW — Right Worshipful Master, the brethrenare
in order asMost ExcellentMasters.
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RWM— (r) Bro. Junior Deacon, when a Lodge of
Most Excellent Masters is aboutto be opened
what becomesyour first duty?

JD — To seethat the Lodgeis duly tiled.
RWM — Attend to thatdutyandinform the Tiler that

I am about to open a Lodgeof Most Excellent
Masters. Direct him to takeduenoticethereof
andtile accordingly.

JD — (Goesto outerdoor andgives onerap)
Tiler — (Answers) (r)
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler, I amdirectedto in—

form you that the Right Worshipful Master is
about to opena Lodgeof MostExcel]entMasters,
take duenotice thereofandtile accordingly.

(Closesdoor, andgives rrr—rrr)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr
JD — (Returnsto station)RightWorshipful Master,

the Lodgeis duly tiled.
RWM — How is the Lodgetiled?
JD — By a brotherwithout, armedwith the proper

implementsof his office.
RWM — His duty there?
JD — To observetheapproachoicowansand eaves-

droppers, and to see thatnone pass or repass
except such as areduiyqualifiedandhavingper—
mission from the Right Worshipful Master.

(TakesSeat)
RWM — (r) Bro. Senior Warden, are you a Most

ExcellentMaster?
SW — (Rising andgive signoffidelity)I am, try me.
RWM — How will you be tried?
SW — By the Keystone.
RWM — Why by the Keystone?
SW — Becauseit completedKing Solomon’sTemple,

andon the ceremoniesof the dedicationandthe
placing of the keystone,this degreeis founded.

RWM — Wherewere you made a Most Excellent
Master?

SW — In a legally constitutedandduly openedLodge
of Most ExcellentMasters.
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RWM — How many composea Lodge of Most Ex—
cellentMasters?

SW — Two or More.
RWM — Whencomposedof only two, who arethey?
SW — The Right Worshipful Master and Senior

Warden.
RWM — Why is thereno Junior Warden?

SW —‘ Becausejust beforethe completionof King
Solomon’s Temple our Grand Master Hiram
AbIff was slain, aswehavehadanaccountin the
precedingdegrees.As no onehadbeenappointed
to fill his place,his stationwasvacantandhis
light extinguished.

RWM — The Senior Warden’sStation?
SW — In the West.
RWM — Why in the West,Bro. SeniorWarden?

SW — As the sunis in theWestat the closeof day,
sostandstheSeniorWardenin theWestto assist
the Right WorshipfulMasterinopeningandclos-
ing the Lodge; pay the craft their wagesIf any
be due, that none may go away dissatisfied,
harmonybeing the support of all institutions,
especiallythis of ours.

RWM — The Right Worshipful Master’s Station?
SW — In the East.
RWM — Why in the East?
SW — As the sunrisesin theeastto openandgov-

ern the day, so rises (RWM rrr, Lodgerises)
the Right Worshipful Master, in the easttoopen
andgovernthe Lodge, setthecraftatwork, giv-
ing them proper instructions for their labors.

RWM — Bro. Marshal, seethat thebrethrenare
in dueform for our devotions.

Marshal — Brethrenassemblearoundthe Altar
forming a circle.

(The brethrenassemblearoundthe Altar in
a circle, leavingan openingat the Eastand
West of the Altar for the Right Worshipful
Master and the SeniorWardenrespectfully)
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Marshal — Kneel on your right knee (done) form a
chain with the right hand over the left (done),
Right Worshipful Master the brethrenare indue
form for our devotionsandawaityour presence

(Takeshis placein the circle.)
(Right Worshipful Master and Senior Warden
descend and fill in spaces left open at the
east and west sides of the Altar and com-
plete the chain.)

PRAYER
Chaplain—

Father of Mercies, wilt thou at this hour put to
silence,the Ignorance of foolish men,andgrant
that all malice, and hypocrisy and envy and evil
speaking be removed far from us, that we may
taste that the Lord Is gracious; help usto be
as living stonesin that spiritual housenotmade
with hands,eternal in the Heavens.Amen

Response— Amen, So Mote It Be.
RWM — Brethren,Balancetwo timesthree, taking

time from the East.
(Brethren balanceby raisingtheir armsup
anddown,sixtimes,keepingthechainintact.)

RWM — Rise (All rise to their feetbreakingthe
chain.)

(Right Worshipful Master and Senior Warden
return to their stations, Brethren remain
standing)

RWM — Bro. SeniorWarden,It is my order that a
Lodge of Most ExcellentMastersbenowopened
for work and instructions. This you will com-
municate to the brethren present that havingdue
notice thereof they may govern themselves
accordingly.

SW— Brethren, it is the order of the Right Wor-
shipful Master that a Lodge of Most Excellent
Mastersbe now openedfor work andinstruc-
tions, takeduenotice thereofandgovernyour-
selvesaccordingly.

RWM — Bro. Senior Deacon, Attend to the Altar.
(Senior Deacongoesto Altar andopensBible
at II Chronicles,VI Chapter)
(Gives duegardandsign andreturnsto sta-
tion)

RWM — Brethren,observethe East,andattendthe
giving of the signs.

(Signs are given from Entered Apprentice
throughthe Most ExcellentMaster.)

RWM — rrr—rrr.
SW — rrr—rrr.
RWM — (TheRight Worshipful Masteror Chaplain

readsor recitesthe following Charge:

CHARGE
The Earth Is the Lord’ sandthefullnessthereof;
the world andthey thatdwelltherein.Forhe has
foundedit upon the seas,andestablishedItupon
the floods. Who shall ascendinto the hill of the
Lord?And who shall standin hisholyplace?He
that hathcleanhandsand a pureheart;who hath
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, norsworn de-
ceitfully. He shallreceivetheblessingsfromthe
Lord, andrighteousnessfromtheGodof hissal—
vations. This Is the generationof themthatseek
him, that seekthy face. 0 Jacob.Selah. Lift up
your heads,Oh ye gates,andbe ye lIfted up, ye
everlastingdoors; and the King of Glory shall
come in. Who Is this King of glory? The Lord
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads,Oh ye gates;evenlift them
up, ye everlastingdoors,andthe King of Glory
shall come in. Who is the King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts,he is the King of Glory.

RWM — I now declarethis Lodge of Most Excel-
lent Masterserectedto God anddedicatedto the
memory of King Solomon duly opened.Bro.
Junior DeaconInform the Tiler.

(Junior Deacongoesto outerdoor andgives
rrr—rrr).
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Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler the lodge is duly

opened.(Closesdoor, rrr—rrr.)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr.
JD — (Returnsto station)RightWorshipfulMaster,

the Tiler Is Informed.
RWM— (r) Bro. Marshal, (Marshal rises, gives

sign of fidelity) Seethat the candidatesarepre-
paredandpresented.

Marshal — (Goesto Junior DeaconStation). Bro.
Junior Deacon, prepareandpresentthe candi-
dates.

(Takesseatof Junior Deacon)
JD — (Rises,goesto Altar, givesduegardandsign,

thenproceedsto preparation room and prepares
candidatewith apron, a cable—tow six times
aroundthe body, breastbare,andhoodwinked.)

JD — (When ready)rrr—rrr.
SD — (Rising and giving duegardand sign) Right

Worshipful Master, there Is an alarmat theIn-
ner door.

RWM — Attend to the alarm.
SD — (Goes to inner door, gives rrr—rrr) (Opens

door) Who comeshere?
JD — Brothers , who

havebeenduly initiated,passed,andraisedtothe
subLime degreeof a MasterMason,advancedto
the honorary degree of a Mark Master Mason,
presidedas Master in the Chair,andnow seeks
further promotionin Masonrybybeingreceived
andacknowledgeda MostExceilentMaster.

SD — My brethren,is this anact of your own free
will andaccord?

Candidate— It is.
SD — Bro. Junior Deacon,are theyworthyandwel]

qualIfied?
JD — They are.
SD — Duly and truly prepared?
JD — They are.

SD — Have they made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree.

JD — They have.
SD — By whatfurther rightorbenefitdo they expect

to obtain this importantprivilege?
JD — By benefitof the Pass.
SD — Advanceandgive it.
JD —, (Advances and whispers the pass to Senior

Deacon)
SD — The pass Is right. Let them wait until the

Right Worshipful Master is Informed of their
requestandhis answerreturned.

(SeniorDeaconclosesdoor and goestowest
of Altar, gives duegardandsign)

SD — Right Worshipful Master, there is without
brotherswho havebeenduly initiated, passed,
and raised to the sublime degreeof a Master
Mason,advancedto thehonorarydegreeof Mark
MasterMason,presidedas masterIn thechair,
andnow seeksfurther promotionin Masonryby
being receivedand acknowledgeda Most Ex-
cellentMaster.

RWM — Is this an act of their own free will and
accord?

SD — It is.
RWM — Are they worthy andwell qualified?
SD — They are.
RWM — Duly and truly prepared?
SD — They are.
RWM — Have they madesuitableproficiency inthe

precedingdegree?
SD — They have.
RWM— By what further right or benefit do they

expectto obtainthis Importantprivilege?
SD — By benefitof thepass.
RWM — Give it.
SD — (Gives passaloud)
RWM — The passis right, let thementerthis Lodge

of Most ExcellentMasters,andbe receivedin
dueandancientform.
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SD — (Gives duegardand sign, and goesto inner
door, opens door) ]t is the order of the Right
Worshipful Master that thebrethrenenterthis
Lodge of Most ExcellentMasters and be re-
ceivedIn dueandancientform.

(Marshaltakesplaceat Innerdoor)
(SeniorDeaconenterswith candidates,andis
conductedby Mar~hal to Westof Altar, and
faces East) (Junior Deaconenterslast and
goesto his station.)

SD — (Placingsmall endof Keystoneagainstbreast
of eachcandldate)Ireceiveyouintothis Lodgeof
Most ExcellentMastersupon theKeystone(then
walks aroundbehindcandidatesandhaltsin front
of candidates,continues)becauseat the com-
pletion and dedicationof the Temple, the stone
which thebuildershadrejectedbecamethehead-
stoneof the corner.

Marshal — Right Face, forward (Marchesto north
and aroundLodge room)

SW — (r) (As they passthe West)
RWM— (As they passthe Eastgives (r) andbegins

to recite):
“I wasglad whenthey salduntome,let us go
into the houseof the Lord’
(Thereciting of eachverseissotimedthatit
is completedwhen a completecircuit of the
room hasbeenmade.)

SW — (rr) (As they passthe West)
RWM — (rr) As they passthe eastandbeginsto

recite:
“Our feet shall standwithin thy gates,Oh
Jerusalem,’ ‘Jerusalemis builded asacity
that is compacttogether”

SW — rrr (As they passthe West)
RWM — rrr (As they passthe east)andbeginsto

recite:
“Wither the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lord unto the testimony of Israel, to give
thanksunto the nameof the Lord.”

SW — rrrr (As they passthe West)
RWM — rrrr (As they passthe East)andbeginsto

recite:
“For thereare set thronesof judgment,the
thronesof the houseof David.”

SW — rrrrr (As they passthe West)
RWM — rrrrr (as theypasstheEast),andbeginsto

recite:
“Pray for the peaceof Jerusalem:theyshall
prosper that love thee. Peacebewithin thy
walls andprosperitywithin thygates.”

SW — rrrrrr (As they passthe West.)
RWM — rrrrrr (As they passthe East);andbegins

to recite:
“For my brethren and companionssake,
will sayPeacebe within thee.Becauseof the
house of the Lord our God, I will seekthey
good.”

Marshal — (At the south) Halt. Left face.
SD — r—r—r—r—r—r

(No response as stationbeingvacant.)
SW — (After slight silence)Alas, poor Hiram I tJn—

expectedlyin the midst of lIfe, duty,anduseful-
ness,hewasovertakenbydeath.Suddenlyhissun
of lIfe went down at noon, and his stationIs
vacant. Let usrememberhisvirtue,andimitate
his worthy example.May webe remindedof the
shortnessof lIfe andthe uncertaintyof Its con-
tinuance, remembering that soon when our
brethrenassembleto labor, our stationswill
also be vacant forever, andmay we all at last
fill our appropriatestationsin heaven.

MAR — Right face. Forward. (Marchesto Senior
Warden’s station in West) Halt. Left face.

SD — rrr—rrr.
SW — (r) (Rises)Who comeshere?
SD—Brother ,who

hasbeenduly initiated, passed,andraisedtothe
sublime degreeof Master Mason,advancedto
the honorary degreeof Mark Master Mason,
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presided as Master in the chair, andnow seeks
further promotionin Masonrybybeingreceived
and acknowledgeda Most ExcellentMaster.

SW — Brother , is this an
act of your own free will andaccord?

CAND — (Responding) It is.
SW — Brother Senior Deacon,Is heworthyandwell

qualified?
SD — He is.
SW — Duly andtruly prepared?
SD — He is.
SW — Has he made suitable proficiency in the

precedingdegree?
SD — He has.
SW — By what further right or benefitdoeshe ex-

pect to obtain this importantprivilege?
SD — By benefitof the pass.
SW — Advanceandgive it.
SD — (Advancesandgivespass)
SW — The passIs right. Conductthebrother to the

Right Worshipful Master In the East for his
examination.

MAR — R(ght face. Forward. (Marchesto Right
Worshipful Master station in the East.) Halt.
Left face.

SD — rrr—rrr
RWM — (r) Who comeshere?
SD — Brother , who has been

duly Initiated, passed,andraisedto thesublime
degreeof MasterMason,advancedtothehonor-
ary degreeof Mark MasterMason,presidedas
MasterIn the chair, andnow seeksfurtherpro—
motion in Masonry by being receivedandac-
knowledgeda Most ExcellentMaster.

RWM — Brother , Is this
an act of your own freewill andaccord?

CAND — (Responding) It is.
RWM — Brother Senior Deacon, is he worthy and

well qualified?
SD — He is.

RWM— Duly and truly prepared?
SD—Heis.
RWM— Has he made suitable proficiency in the

precedingdegree?
SD — He has.
RWM — By what further right or benefit doeshe

expect to obtainthis importantprivilege?
SD —By benefitof the pass.
RWM — Advanceand give it.
SD — (Advancesandgives pass)
RWM— The pass is right. Reconduct the brother to

the Senior Warden in the West, who will teach
him to advance to the altar for the sixth time in
Masonry In due andancientform.

MAR — Right face. Forward. (Leadscandidateuntil
he reacheshis station, then takes his seat.)
(SeniorDeaconcontinuesto conductcandidateto
Senior Wardenstationin West.)

SD — (At the West) Halt.Rightface.Brother Senior
Warden, it Is the order of theRight Worshipful
Master that you teach the brother how to ad-
vanceto the altarfor the sixth timein Masonry
in dueandancientform.

SW — Causethe brotherto face the East.
SD — (To candidate)About face.
SW — (Takesposition at Northwestcornerof altar

facing West) My brother, advanceon your left
foot as EnteredApprentice,give duegardand
sign; on your right as Fellowcraft,giveduegard
and sign; on your left as Master Mason,give
duegardandsign; on your right asMark Master
Mason, give duegardand sign, on your left as
PastMaster, give duegardand sign; advanceon
your right foot, bringing the heelstogetheras
before.

SW — (Taking candidateby right arm) I will now
conduct you to the altar where you are about to
be made a Most Excellent Master in due and
ancientform, which isbykneelingonbothknees,
both hands resting on the Holy Bible, Square and

—104— —105—



compasses.Right WorshipfulMaster,thebroth-
er Is In due form.

(SeniorWardenreturnsto his station)
RWM — My brother, for the sixth time, you are

againkneeling before the sacredaltar of Free
Masonryand are In dueform totakeupon your-
self the solemn obligation of Most Excellent
Master. I am permitted to gi~e you the same
assurance that you have received inthepreced—
Lug degreethatthereIs nothingthereincontaIned
that will conflict with your moral, social, or
civil duties, be they what they may. With this
assuranceon my part, are you willing to take
the obligation?

CAND. — (Responding) I am.
RWM— (rrr) Brethrenformacircleaboutthe Altar.

(Right Worshipful Masterdescendstoaltar.)

RWM— Say i - pronounce your name In full — and
repeat after me.

Of my ownfreewillandaccordinpresence of
Almighty God and this Right Worshipful
Lodgeof Most ExcellentMasters,erectedto
God and dedicatedto the memory of King
Solomon,do herebyandhereonsolemnlyand
sincerelypromiseandswear,that I will not
reveal the secretsof this degreetoabrother
of a precedingdegree,nor to any personin
the world, except it be within a legally con-
stituted and duly openedLodgeof Most Ex-
cellent Masters, or to a brotherof this de-
gree whom I shall havefoundto be suchby
due trial, strict examination, or lawful
masonicInformation.

I furthermorepromise and swearthat I
will answerandobeyall due signs andsum-
mons sent to and receivedby me from a
Lodge of Most ExcellentMasters,or given
meby a brotherof this degree,If within the
lengthof my cable—tow.

I further promise and swear that I will
help, aid and assistall worthy distressed
Most ExcellentMasters,theirwives,widows
and orphans,whereverI might find them so
far astheir necessitiesmay require andmy
ability permit, without injury to myselfor
thosehavingprior claims uponme.

I furthermore promiseand swearthat I
will dispensetrue Masoniclight andknowl-
edgeto my lesser informed brethrento the
bestof my ability.

I furthermorepromise andswearthat I
will not derogatefromthecharacterthatlam
aboutto assu.me,it being that of a Most Ex-
cellent Master.

All this, I do solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear,without any hesitation,
equivocation,or mentalreservation,binding
myself underno lesspenaltythanthatof hav-
ing my breasttorn open, my vitals taken
thenceandthrown on adunghill torot, should
I everknowingly or willfully violate this my
solemnobligationof Most ExcellentMaster.
So help me God and make me steadfastto
keepandperform the same.

RWM — In token of your sincerity, kiss the Holy
Bible on which your handsrest.
Brother Senior Deacon, removethe cable—tow
andhoodwink.

(Candidatekiss the Holy Bible and Senior
Deacon removeshoodwink and cable—tow.)

RWM — (Returnsto East) (r) Thisisthe duegardof
Most ExcellentMaster (Gives duegard)andthis
the sign (Gives sign.) They allude to thepenalty
of the obligation that you wouldhaveyourbreast
torn open, your vitals takenthenceandthrown
on a dunghill to rot should you violate your
solemn obligation to Most Excellent Master,
This duegard (gives duegard) and sign (gives
sign) should alwaysbe given asa salutationto
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the Right Worshipful Master on entering or
retiring froma Lodgeof MostExcellentMasters.

RWM — (Descendingto altar) Inow extendmy right
hand in token of friendship andbrotherly love,
and will put you in possessionof the grip and
word of this degree.

RWM — (Givesgrip tocandidate)Thisisthegrip of
Most ExcellentMaster. Its nameisR
(Right Worshipful Master lets go of candidate’s
hand) At the completion of the Temple, when
King Solomon entered,he was so well pleased
with the MasterBuilder that he took him by the
right hand (gives grip to candidate)and ex-
claimed ‘Hail R , which signifies
Good Master,or Most ExcellentMaster.

It is otherwisecalledthe covergrip, for as
this grip coversgrips of precedingdegrees,so
shouldwe as MostExcellentMasters,consider-
ing that man in his best estateis subjectto
frailties and errors, endeavor to cover his
faults and imperfectionswith the broadmantle
of charity andbrotherly love.

RWM — Rise. (Lifts candidateby grip) The pass
given at the door, or tooneof the officers at the
openingof a Lodge of MostExcellentMastersis
G , the word of a Past Master.

RWM — (Returnsto East) (SeniorDeaconconducts
candidateto North sideof Lodge, facing South.)

RWM — Brother SeniorWarden,What is the hour?
SW — The third hour of the sixth day of the week?
RWM — This is the day and hour set apart for

celebrating the Cap.stone, and seating of the
Ark of the Covenant.BrotherSeniorDeacon,re—
conduct the brother to the placefrom which he
came and in due time return with him for the
purposeof participating in the ceremoniesof
the completion and dedicationof the Temple.

(SeniorDeaconconductscandidateto Westof
altar, wherethey saluteandretire to prep-
aration room.)

SECTION II

(Room is prepared.Officers changeto the
following rank; Right Worshipful Master to
King Solomon;SeniorWardento Hiram, King
of Tyre; The Mastersof theVailsandScribe
to Overseers,with the Scribe as Master
Overseer. The Chaplain having previously
beenappointed.)

RWM — Brother Marshal, see that the brethren
form in procession.

MAR — Craftsmen,form In processionin two files
on the North side of the Lodge, facing the East.

(Theprocessionis formedwithKing Solomon
on the right, andHiram, King of Tyre, on the
left, at head of processionfollowed by the
brethren, then the Overseers with Cap-
stoneandgavelon carrier at rear.)
(When processionis ready,Marshalgoesto
door of PreparationRoomandconductsSen-
ior Deacon andcandidatewithout hoodwink,
to West of altar, facing East; thengoesto
headof procession.)

MAR — (Leading procession) Forward march.
(Processionmarchesaround room singing
the followingOde,orotherappropriatesong):

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER’S SONG

Companionsassembleon this joyful day
TheoccasionIs glorious,theKeystonetolay;
Fulfilled is thepromiseby theAncientof Days
To bring forth the Cape-stonewith shouting

andpraise.
(The marchingand singing is so timed that
the brethrenhavemadeacompletecircuit of
the room by the time the verseIs finished,
and haltedin the North.)
(King Solomon andHiram King of Tyre step
out from processionand go to position in
front of arch.)
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KS — Brother Marshal, see that the Keystoneis
properly placed.(Marshalgoesthroughthelines
andconductstheOverseersto the East.The Mas-
ter Overseer handsthe Keystoneto King Solo-
monwho placesit inits properplacein thearch;
then hands him the gavel, and King Solomon
seats the keystonewith gavel (rrr—rrr); then
hands gavelto MasterOverseer.,Marshalcon-
ducts Overseersdown Southside of room, leav-
ing gavelatJuniorWardenstation;thentoNorth-
west where the carrier is disposedof; then to
their placesat rear of procession.)(Marshal
proceedsthrough lines to headof procession.)

MAR — Closeranks. Frontface.
KS — The Temple is complete.Assist ingiving the

sign of Admiration.
(Sign is given by all thebrethren)(King Solo-
mon and Hiram King of Tyre returnto head
of procession.)

MAR — Forward march. (Processionresumes
marchingand singing.)

There is no more occasion for level and plumb
line

For trowel or gavel, forcompassorsquares
Our works are completed, the stonesafely

seated
And we shall be greetedas workmenmost

rare.
(Processionhalts on Northsideof room.)

MAR — Craftsmen,ourworkontheTempleis com-
pleted. It is no longer necessarytowearcrafts-
men clothes. Let the apronsbe taken off and
put aside.

(Senior Deacon removesapronfrom candi~-
date)

All brethrentakeoff aprons)
MAR — Forward march. (Processionresumes

marchingand singing)
(Senior Deacon with candidatejoin rear of

processionandhalt in position Eastof altar,
facingEast.)

Now thosethat are worthy ourtoils who have
shared

And proved themselvesfaithful shall meet
their reward.

Their virtue and knowledge, Industry and
skill.

Have our approbation,havegainedour good
will.

(Processionalhalts on North side of room)
(King Solomonand Hiram King of Tyre step
out of processionandproceedto shakehands
with candidate)

KS — We receive and acknowledgeyou a Most
ExcellentMaster.

(King Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre re-
turn to headof procession)

MAR — Forward march. (Processionresumes,
marchingandsinging)

We acceptandreceivethem Most Excellent
Masters

Investedwith honors,andpower to preside.
Among worthy craftsmenwhereverassem-

bled
The knowledgeof Masonsto spreadfar and

wide.
(As processionpasses,Senior Deaconand
candidate fall in at rear) (Processionis
divided in Westby Marshal, one file passing
to right of altar, the other to the left, and
halt facing inward.) (Senior Deacon and
candidate with the Marshal on left, form
acrosstheWest.)

KS — Brother Hiram King of Tyre, theTemple now
complete. Nothing remains to be done but to
consecrateit to the serviceof the Almighty. I
haveappointedthe monthof Tisri for thatsacred
ceremony.Will you not, who havesogenerously

—110— —111—



assistedIn thegloriousworkof constructingthe
Houseof God,be presentat its dedication.

HXT — Most Excellent King Solomon,although the
structurehas been finished,the Temple is not
complete,for it cannotbethe Houseof Goduntil
the Ark of the Covenanthasbeenplacedtherein
and the Temple acceptedby the Godof Israel.
I will thereforebepresentwith you atthe dedi-
cation to beholdthe safe seatingof the Glory of
Israel and to watch for a sign of acceptance
from the Almighty.

MAR — (Goestoheadofprocession)Forwardmarch.
Procession resumes marching and singing)
(Processionis led down Southside andpassout
the outerdoor to preparationroom)

All hail to the morningthat bids usrejoice
The Temple’s completed, exalt high each

voice
The Cape-stoneis finished,ourlaboriso er
The soundof the gavelshallhail usno more.

(Processionhalts in preparation room. The
Overseerstakerank of Levites,with the Scribe
as High Priestof the Levites. The four Levites
bearthe Ark of the Covenantontheir shoulders,
andare in rearof processionbehindcandidate.
The processionresumesmarching andenters
throughthe Inner door, singing)

To the Power Almighty, who everhasguided
The tribes of old Israel, exaltingtheir fame;
To him who hath governedour henrts un-

divided
Let’s send forth our voices to praise His

GreatName.
(Led by Marshal, processioncontinues
marchingaroundroom to West, wherelines
are divided by Marshal, onefile passingto
right of altar, the other to the left, andhalt
facing inward.) (Senior Deacon, candidate,
and Levites form acrossthe West.)

41

SI

KS — The year thathaspassedsincethe completion
of the Temple, has brought us nigh unto the
Feast of the Tabernacle.I havechosenthis as
a propitious seasonin which to consecratethe
edifice to the worship of God, anddedicatedto
his Holy Name. Will you not assistme?

HKT — Most ExcellentKing Solomon,it is indeed
~ fitting timefor the performanceof thesolemn
ceremonialof the dedicationof the Temple,and
it is my desireto participate in that sacred
service; but I recall with profoundsorrowthe
deathof one long associatedwithusin the build-
ing of the Temple, and deeply deplore his
absencefrom anoccasionthat mustpresentto
every builder astonishingevidenceof the mag-
nitudeand excellenceof his handiwork.

KS — Alas, poor Hiram, his deathwas indeedun-
timely. I would that hewerewithusthis day;but
as that cannotbe, let usconsoleourselveswith
the reflection that the perfectnessandbeautyof
his workmanship,his virtue, his integrity, and
his piety will be reveredby all truecraftsmen
throughoutthe earthto the latestposterity.

KS — (To High Priest of Levites) Let the Ark b~
safely seated.

(The High Priest leadingandLevitesfollow-
ing bearingthe Ark on their shoulders,pro-
ceedbetweenthe lines and underthe Arch
in which the Keystonewas placed, to the
Sanctum Sanctorum) (As they proceedthe
following may be sung)

Almighty Jehovahdescendnow and fill
This place with Thy glory, our hearts

with goodwill
Presideat our meetings;assistusto find
True pleasure in teaching goodwill to

mankind.
(TheArk is placedon apedestal.Thestaves
are drawnout, andthe Levites,keepingtheir
faces toward the Ark, return betweenthe
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lines to their places.)The High Priesttakes
positionbehindthe Ark, wherehe remains.)

KS — (Goes to East of altar and facesEast) The
Lord hathsaid that he would dwell inthickdark-
ness. (Lights out) But I havebuilt a houseof
habitationfor thee, anda placefor thy dwelling
forever.

(As Shekinahappearsall drop on left knee,
right elbow resting on right knee,andhead
restingon right hand)

HIGH PRIEST— (Solemnly) The Lord is inhis HoI~
Temple. Let all the earth keepsilencebefore
him. Arise.

(Lightson)
CHAPLAII~ — “And the king turned his face, and

blessedthe whole congregationof Israel, and
all the congregationof Israel stood.”

KS — (Facing West) Blessedbe the Lord God of
Israel, who hath with his hands fulfilled that
which he spake with his mouth to my father
David, saying, “Since the day that I brought
forth my peopleout of the landof Egypt, I chose
no city amongall the tribes of Israel to build a
house in, that my namemight be there; neither
chose I any man to be ruler over my people
Israel.

But I havechosenJerusalem,that my name
might be there;andhavechosenDavidtobeover
my peopleIsrael.

Now it was in the heartof David, my father,
to build anhousefor thenameof the Lord God of
Israel. But the Lord saidto David, my father,
Forasmuchas it was in thineheartto build an
housefor my name,thoudidstwellinthatit was
in thine heart; notwithstanding,thou shalt not
build the house;bul thy son, which shall come
forth outof thy loins,he shallbuildthe housefor
my name.

I

The Lord, therefore, hath performedhis
word that he hath spoken;for I am risen up in
the room of David, my father, andamset on the
throneof Israel,as the Lordpromised,andhave
built the housefor the nameof the Lord God of
Israel; and in it I haveput the Ark, whereinis
the covenantof the Lord, that he madewith the
children of Israel.

CHAPLAIN — “And he stoodbeforethealtarof the
Lord and kneeling down upon hiskneesbefore
all the congregationof Israel, he spreadforth
his hands towardheaven,andsaid:

KS — (Kneelingat altar andraisinghandstowards
heaven) “0 Lord Godof Israel there is no God
like thee in the heavennor in the earth,which
keepestcovenant,and shewestmercy unto thy
servants that walk before thee with all their
hearts. Thou which hast kept with thy servant
David, my father, that which thouhastpromised
him; and spakestwith thy mouth, and hastful-
filled it with thine hand,as it isthis day.

Now, therefore, 0 Lord Godof Israel, keep
with thy servantDavid, my father, that which
thou hastpromisedhim, saying,Thereshallnot
fail theea man In my sightto sit upon the throne
of Israel; yet so that thy childrentakeheedto
their way, to walkinmy law,asthouhastwalked
beforeme.

Now then0 Lord Godof Israel, let thy word
be verified, which thouhastspokenuntothyser—
vant David. But will God in verydeeddwell with
menon earth?Behold, heavenand theheavenof
heavenscannotcontainthee; how muclilessthis
housewhich I havebuilt I

Have respect, therefore, to the prayer of
thy servant,and to his supplication,0 Lord,my
God, to hearkenunto the cry and the prayer
which thy servant prayeth before thee; that
thine eyesmay beupon this housedayandnight,
upon the placewhereofthouhast saidthat thou
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wouldestput thy name there; to hearkenunto
the prayerwhich thy servantprayethtowardthis
place.

Hearken,therefore,unto thesupplicationsof
thy servant,andof thy peopleIsrael,whichthey
shall maketowardthis place;hearthoufrom thy
dwelling place, even from heaven; and when
thou hearest,forgive.

CHAPLAII~ — “When Solomonhad madean endof
praying, the fire camedown andconsumedthe
burnt offering and the sacrifices;and the glory
of the Lord filled the house. And whenall the
children of Israel sawhow the fire camedown,
and the glory of the Lord upon the house,they
bowedthemselveswith their facesto theground
upon the pavement,andworshipped,andpraised
the Lord.”

(Lights out. Fire descends.All fall on both
knees,both hands to the floor, and repeat:)

ALL —

For he is good; for his mercyendurethforever.
For he is good; for his mercyendurethforever.
For he is good; for his mercyendurethforever.

KS — Arise. (Returnsto East.)
KS — (r) Brother SeniorDeacon,seatthecandidate.

(Candidateis seatedon North side of Lodge
room.)

HISTORICAL LECTURE
My brother, in the courseof the ceremoniesof
this degreeyou havereceiveda sign inaddition
to those given you at the altar. It is this (gives
sign.) This is the Signof Admiration. It alludes
to the wonderandadmirationexpressedby those
of our ancient brethrenwho werepermitted to
view the interior of that magnificent edifice
which King Solomonhad erected,but morees-
pecially to the admiration andastonishmentof
thosewho beheldthe sublime manifestationsof
the Supreme Being at the dedication of the

Temple, whenfire camedown from heavenand
consumedthe burnt offering andthe sacrLfices,
andthe glory of theLord filled the Lord’s house.

The ceremoniesof this degreeare intended
to represent those of the completlonand dedica-
tion of King Solomon’s Temple. You havenow
arrived at a periodof Masonrywhenthelabor is
over. The keystonehasbeenplacedin theprinci-
pal arch, the templefinished,andtheArk, which
has beenso long without a restingplace, has
beenat length safely seated.Wehaveimitated
our ancient brethren in assemblingon that
occasion,repairing to the placedesignated,and
participating in those solemn ceremonies.We
haveimitatedthemin gatheringaroundthealtar,
engaging in prayer, and have witnessedarepre-
sentationof the fire coming downfrom heaven,
consumingthe burnt offering andthesacrifices.
We havealso Imitated their astonishmentonbe-
holding it, by falling down uponthe ground and
exclaiming “He Is good; for his mercyendureth
forever.”

A perusal of the books of Chronicles and
Kings will give you a minutedescriptionof the
Temple andof the ceremonieshereintendedto
be represented.

You will there find that the foundationsof
the TemplewerelaldbyKing Solomonin the year
of the world 2992, and the building wasfinished
in the year 3000.

About sevenyearsand six monthswerecon-
sumedin its erection.

It was dedicatedin the year 3001, with the

‘I most imposing and solemnceremonies,to theworship of JEHOVAH, who condescendedto
make it the placefor the specialmanIfestation
of his glory. The ceremonieslastedfourteen
days. Seven days of this festivalweredevoted
to the dedicationexclusively, andsevento the
Feastof the Tabernacle.
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This structure,for magnificence,beauty,and
expenses,exceededany building that wasever
erected. It was built of large stonesof white
marble, curiously hewn, and soartfully joined
together that they appearedlike one entire
stone. Its roof wasof olive wood,coveredwith
gold; and when the sun shonethereon,the re—
flection from it was of suchrefulgent splendor,
that it dazzledthe eyesof all who beheldit.
Its various courts and other apartmentswere
capableof holding threehundredthousandper-
sons. It was adornedwith 1,453 columns, of
the finest Parian marble, twisted, sculptured,
and voluted; and2,906pilasters,decoratedwith
magnIficent capitals. The oracleandsanctuary
were lined with massivegold, adornedwith em-
bellishmentsIn sculpture,andsetwithnumerous
gorgeousanddazzlingdecorationsof diamonds
and all kinds of preciousstones.

In the emphatic languageof Josephus,“the
Temple shone and dazzled the eyesof suchas
enteredit by the splendorof the gold thatwas
on every side of them.”

The multitude on beholding it were struck
with bewildering amazementand raised their
hands in admiration and astonishmentat its
wondrous magnificence,as well as to protect
their eyes from the effect of its exceeding
brilliancy.

Nothing ever equalled the splendorof its
consecration.Israel sent forth her thousands,
and the assembledpeople beheld, In solemn
adoration, the vast sacrifice of Solomon ac-
cepted.The flame descendedupon thealtar and
consumedthe offering; the shadowandglory of
the Eternal proclaimedhis presencebetween
the cherubim,andthe voice of his thunderstold
to the faithful of the Craft that the perfectness
of their labor wa~ approved.
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Bright wasthe hour
When Israel’sprinces, in their pride andpower
Knelt in the Temple’s court; the living flame
Theacceptedsacrificeto all proclaim
Brightly the splendorof the Godheadshone
In awful glory from His living throne;
Thenbowed was every brow — no humansight
Could brave the splendorof that flood of light
That vailed his presenceand His awful form —

Whose path the whirlwind is — whosebreath
the storm.

ADDRESS TO CANDIDATE
Our mystic TempleIs now completedanddedi-
cated.You havewroughtmorethansevenyears
with zeal and fidelity, and havebeenreceived
and acknowledgedasa Most ExcellentMaster.
You are invested with power to travel into
foreign countries, work and receive IViaster’s
wages, and dispense true Masonic light and
knowledgeto all uninformedbrethren.

The temple which we have just completed
representsthe temple of the presentlife. The
foreign country into which, after its completion,
a Mason is expectedto travel, is that “undis-
coveredcountry from whosebourneno traveler
returns.” The wageswhich he is to receiveare
the rewardsof a well—spentlife andthe knowl-
edgeof divine truth, which the GrandMasterof
the Universewill bestowuponall who havefaith-
fully performedtheir task.

You haveseenthe foundationsof theTemple
laid deep and strong. You have,asan Entered
Apprentice, served your Masterwith freedom,
fervency, and zeal;andasa bearerof burdens,
brought up from the quarriesof Zarthanmany
a roughashiarfor thebuildIng.Youhavewrought
your full time as a Fellowcraft andunderthe
skillful touch of your working tools,theserough
ashiarshavebecomeperfectashlars— stones,
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we doubt not, fitted to adorn and beautifyour
temple.As a Masterworkman,you havewatched
with unceasingcarethewondrousbeautiesof the
temple Increasewider the skillful handsof the
Widow’s Son; and now you haveat length seen
the object of our hopescompletedandthe last
arch bound together by the rejected though
pricelesskey-stone.We havenow dedicatedthe
Temple to the service of the SupremeBeing,
andby this we are remindedthatweshouldalso
dedicate our spiritual building — that temple
which we havebeenerectingwithin ourselves—
to the service of the SupremeBeing. And al-
thoughwe know of a certainty that all earthly
things are transient, and that in processof
time, evenatthebest,decayof ageswill crumble
our magnificenttemple into dust, yet we are
persuaded,that, if we haveerectedthe temple
of our inner life by Square, Plumb-line, and
Rule, its foundations shall never fail, and its
fabric shall nevercrumblenor decay.

Then let us, my brother, take care that
we so labor in the erectionof our templehere,
that when we leave this, for that far—distant
country from whencewe shall neverreturn,we
may therereceivethe wagesof faithful crafts-
men.

LEGTURE
Q. Are you aMost ExcellentMaster?
A. lam, try me.
Q. How will you be tried?
A. By the Key-stone.
Q. Why by the Key-stone?
A. Becauseit completedKing Solomon’sTemple,

andat the dedicationandtheplacingofthe Key-
stone,this degreewasfounded.

Q. Wherewereyou madeaMostExcellentMaster?
A. In a legally constitutedandduly openedLodge

of Most ExcellentMasters.

I

this degree?Q. Have you a sign belonging to
A. I have several.
Q. Showme a sign?
A. (Give duegard)
Q. What is that called?
A. The duegardof Most ExcellentMasters.
Q. Showme anothersign?
A. (Give sign)
Q. Whatis thatcalled?
A. The sign of Most ExcellentMaster.
Q. To what doesthat allude?
A. To thepenaltyof the obligationthatIwould have

my breasttorn open, my vitals taken thence,
andthrown on adunghill to rot, shouldI violate
my solemnobligationof MostExcellentMaster.

Q. Showme anothersign?
A. (Give sign of Admiration)
Q. What is that called?
A. The sign of Admiration.
Q. To whatdoesit allude?
A. To thewonderandadmirationexpressedby those

of our ancient brethrenwho werepermittedto
view the interior of that magnificent edifice
whichKing Solomonhad erected,andwas about
to dedicateto the serviceof theSupremeBeing.
Have you a grip belongingto this degree?
I have.
Communicateit?
(Give grip of Most ExcellentMaster)
What is that?
The grip of Most ExcellentMaster.
Hasit aname?

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

It has.
Give it.
R b n I.
Whatdoesit signify?
Good Masteror Most ExcellentMaster.
What is it otherwisecalled?
The cover grip.
Why?
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A. Because,asthis coversgrips of precedingde-
grees,soshouldwe asMost ExcellentMasters,
consideringthat man inhisbestestateis subject
to frailties and errors,endeavorto covzr his
faults and imperfectionswith the broadmantle
of charity andbrotherly love.

CHARGE TO CANDIDATE

My brother, your admissionto this degreeof
Masonry Is proofof the good opinion theBreth-
ren of this Lodge entertainof your Masonic
abilities. Let this considerationInduce you to
be careful of forfeiting, by misconductand in—
attention to our rules, that esteemwhich has
raised you to the rankwhich you now possess.
It Is one of your greatduties, as a Most Ex-
cellent Master, to dispenselight and truth to
the uninformedMason; and I neednot remind
you of the impossibility of complyingwith this
obligation without possessingan accurateac-
quaintancewith the lectures of eachdegree.

If you are not alreadycompletelyconversant
in all the degreesheretoforeconferedon you,
remember that an indulgence, promptedby a
belief that you will apply yourselfwith double
diligence to make yourself so, has inducedthe
brethrento acceptyou. Let it, therefore,beyour
unremitting study to acquire such adegreeof
knowledgeand Information as shall enableyou
to dischargewith propriety the various duties
incumbentupon you andpreserveunsulliedthe
title now conferred upon you, it being that of
Most ExcellentMaster.

CLOSING

RWM — (r) Bro. Junior Deacon, When a Lodge
of Most ExcellentMastersis abouttobeclosed,
what becomesyour first duty?

JD — (Rises) To seethat the Lodge is duly tiled.

RWM — Attend to that duty andinform the Tiler
that I am about to close a Lodgeof Most Ex-
cellent IViasters. Direct him to takeduenotice
thereofandtile accordingly.

JD — (Goes to outer door and gives rrr—rrr.)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler, I amdirected to in-

form you that the Right Worshipful Master is
about to close this Lodge of Most Excellent
Masters, take due notice thereof and tile ac-
cordingly.

(Closesdoor, and gives rrr—rrr.)
Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr.
JD — (Returnsto station) RightWorshipful Master,

the LodgeIs duly tiled.
RWM — How Is the Lodgetiled?
JD — By a brotherwithout, armedwith theproper

implementsof his office.
RWM — His duty there?
JD — To observetheapproachofcowansandeaves-

droppers, and to see that none pass or repass
except such as are duly qualified and having
permissionfrom the Right Worshipful Master.
(Takesseat.)

RWM — (r) Bro. Senior Warden, are you a Most
ExcellentMaster?

SW — (Rising and giving duegard) I am, try me.
RWM — How will you be tried?
SW — By the Key-stone?
RWM — Why by the Key-stone?
SW — Becauseit completedKing Solomon’sTemple,

andon the ceremoniesof the dedication,andthe
placing of the Keystone,this degreeis founded.

RWM — Where were you made a Most Excellent
Master?

SW — In a legallyconstitutedanddulyopenedLodge
of Most ExcellentMasters.

RWM — How many composea Lodgeof Iviost Ex-
cellentMasters?

SW — Two or more.
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RWM — Whencomposedof only two, who are they?
SW — The Right Worshipful Master and Senior

Warden.
RWM — Why is thereno Junior Warden?
SW — Becausejust beforethe completionof King

Solomon’s Temple, our Grand Master Hiram
Abiff was slain, aswehavehadanaccountin the
preceding&egrees.At the dedicationthereof,as
no one had beenappointedto fill hisplace,his
station was vacantand his light extinguished.

RWM — The SeniorWarden’sStation?
SW — In the West.
RWM — Why in the West, Bro. SeniorWarden?

SW — As the sunis in the Westat the closeof day,
so stands the Senior Wardenin the West, to
assist the Right Worshipful Masterin opening
andclosingthe Lodge; pay the crafttheirwages
if any be due, that none may go awaydis-
satisfied, harmonybeing the supportof all in-
stitutions, especiallythis of ours.

RWM — TheRight Worshipful Mastersstation?
SW — In the East.
RWM — Why In the East?
SW — As the sun rises intheEastto openand gov-

ern the day, so rises (RWM r—r—r, the Lodge
rises) the Right Worshipful Masterto open and
govern the Lodge; set the craft at work, giving
themproper instructionsfor their labors.

RWM — Bro. Marshal, see that the brethrenare
in dueform for our devotions.

Marshal — Brethren, assemblearound the Altar
forming a circle.

(ThebrethrenassemblearoundtheAltar ma
circle, leaving an openingat the East and
West sidesof the Altar for the Most Excel-
lent Masterand SeniorWarden.)

Marshal — Kneelon your right knee. (Done) Form
a chain with the right hand over the left arm.
(Done) Right Worshipful Master, the brethren

I

are in due form for our devotionsandawait
your presence.(Takeshis placein the circle.)

(Right Worshipful MasterandSeniorWarden
descendand fill spacesleft openat the east
and west sides of the Altar, andcompletes
the chain.)

PRAYER
Chaplain — Almighty Father,preserverandBene-

factor, to whom all heartsare open,all desires
known, and from whom no secretsare hid; we
heartily thank theefor the fraternalcommunion
which we have this eveningbeenpermittedto
enjoy; pardon all that thy holy eye has seen
amissamongus while we havebeentogether;
go with uswhenwe separateandguideusever-
moreby Thy goodprovidence,andfinally reunite
us all in that glorious Temple above; praise
theeforever, Amen.

Response— Amen, Amen, Amen. So IViote It Be.
RWM — Brethren,balancetwo timesthree, taking

timefrom the East.
(Brethrenbalanceby raising their armsup
and down six times.)

RWM — Arise. (All rise to their feet, breaking
thechain.)

(RightWorshipful MasterandSeniorWarden
return to their stations, brethren remain
standing.)

RWM — Bro. Senior Warden, it is my order that
this Lodge of Most Excellent Mastersbe now
closed.This you will communicateto thebreth-
ren present, that having due notice thereof,
they may governthemselvesaccordingly.

SW — Brethren, it is the order of the Right Wor-
shipful Masterthat this Lodgeof MostExcellent
Mastersbe now closed. Takeduenoticethereof
andgovernyourselvesaccordingly.

RWM — Observethe Eastandattendtothe giving of
the signs.
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(Signsare given from theenteredapprentice
to the Most ExcellentMaster)

RWM — rrr—rrr.
SW— rrr—rrr.
RWM — (TheRight Worshipful Masteror Chaplain

readsor recitesthe following:

CHARGE
The Lord is my shepherd;I shall notwant, He
maketh me to lie down In greenpastures;He
leadethme besidethe still waters.Herestoreth
my soul;He leadethmein thepathsof righteous-

ness for his name’s sake, Yea, though I walk
throughthe valley of the shadowof death,I will
fear no evil; for thouart with me; thy rod and
thy staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest
a table before me In the presenceof mine
enemies; thou annointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over. Surely goodnessand
mercy shall follow me all the daysof my life;
andI will dwell inthehouseof the Lord forever.

RWM — Bro. Senior Deacon, attendat the Altar.
(Senior deacongoesto altar, gives duegard
and sign, closes Bible, returnsto station.)

RWM — I now declarethis Lodgeof Most Excellent
Mastersduly closed.Bro. JuniorDeaconinform
the Tiler.

(JuniorDeaconrisesand goesto outerdoor
andgives rrr—rrr)

Tiler — (Answers)rrr—rrr.
JD — (Opensdoor) Bro. Tiler, the Lodge is duly

closed. (Leavesdooropenandreturnsto station)
JD — Right Worshipful Master, the Tiler is In-

formed.
RWM — (r)

ROYAL ARCH

This degreeis indescribablymoreaugust,sub-
lime and important than all which precedeit; and
is the summit and perfectionof ancientMasonry.
It impresseson our minds abelief of the being and
existence of a SupremeDeity, withoutbeginningof
daysor endof years,andremindsusof the rever-
ence due to his holy name. It also brings to light
many essentialsof the Craft, which were, for the
spaceof four hundredand seventyyears, buried
in darkness,and withouta knowledgeof which the
Masoniccharactercannotbe complete.

A Chapterof RoyalArch Masonsconsistsof the
following officers, viz:

1. HIGH—PRIEST, whose title is “Most Excel-
lent.~’ He representsJoshua,the first High—Priest
of the Jews,after their returnfrom theBabylonish
captivity. He is seatedin the East,and is dressed
in a robeof blue,purple, scarletandwhite, andis
decoratedwith the ephod,breastplateandmiter —

the garmentsand decorationsof the ancientHigh—
Priest of the Jews. On the front of the miter,
upon a golden plate, is inscribed, in Hebrew
characters,Holiness to the Lord. His jewel is a
miter.

2. The KING, whose title is “Excellent.’ He
representsZerubbabel,a Prince of Judah,who was
the leaderof the first colony of Jewsthat returned
from the Babylonishcaptivitytorebuildthe Temple.
His station is in the East,at the right of the High-
Priest, clothed in a scarlet robe, with acrownon
his head and a scepter In his hand.His jewel is a
level, surmountedby acrown.

3. The SCRIBE, whose title is “Excellent,”
representsHaggalthe prophet.His station is inthe
East, at the left of the High—Priest, clothed in a
purple robe, andwearingaturbanof thesamecolor.
His jewel is aplumb, surmountedbya turban. These
threeofficers constitutethe GrandCouncil.
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‘I4. The CAPTAIN OF THE HOST represents
the generalof thetroopswho returnedfrom Babylon.
His station is on the right and in front of the Ex-
cellent King. He wears a white robe and turban;
and is armedwith a sword. Hisjewel is atriangler
plate, on which an armedsoldier is engraved.

5. The PRiNCIPAL SOJOURNER represents
the leader of a party of Jews,who cameup to
Jerusalemto assist in rebuilding the Temple. He
wearsa black robe, with a rose—coloredborder,
and a slouchedhatandpilgrim’s staff. His station
is on the left and in front of the ExcellentScribe.
His jewel is a triangularplate, on which a pilgrim
Is engraved.

6. TheROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN representsthe
Captain of the King’s Guards. He wears a white
robe and turban, and is armedwith a sword. His
station is within the fourth vail or Sanctuary.

7. The MASTER OF THE THIRD VAIL wears
a scarlet robe and turban. His station is withIn
the third vail, the color of which is scarlet.His
jewel is a sword.

8. The MASTER OF THE SECONDVA[Lwears
a purple robeandturban. His station is within the
secondvail, the color of which is purple.His jewel
is a sword.

9. The MASTER OF THE FIRST VAIL wears
a blue robe and turban. His station is within the
first vail, the color of which is blue.His jewel is a
sword.

10. The TREASURER,SECRETARYandTILER
occupy their respectivepositions as in previous
degrees,and wear their appropriatejewels.

The jewels of a Chapterare of gold or yellow
metal,suspendedwithin a triangle.

The symbolic color of this degreeis scarlet.
The collar and sashof a Royal Arch Mason is

scarlet,edgedwith gold or yellow.
The apron is of white lambskin, lined andbound

with scarlet; on the flap of which shouldbe placed
atriple tau withinatriangle,andallwithina circle.

Chaptersof Royal Arch Masonsare “dedicated
to Zerubbabel.”

Candidatesreceivingthis degreeare saidto be
‘Exalted to the mostsublimedegreeof RoyalArch
Mason.”

Th~ place of meeting is said to representthe
Tabernacleerectedby our ancient brethrennear
the ruins of King Solomon’sTemple.

ROYAL ARCH DEGREE
WORK

EHP — Comp. Captain of the Host, Ascertain if
thereare any Candidatesin waiting. If so,their
namesandfor whatdegree.

CH — (At station in the west, sword at salute)
Comp.RoyalArch Captainascertainif there are
any candidatesin waiting, if so,theirnamesand
for what degree.

RAC — Raising sword at carry, goesto the outer
doorandgives rrr-rrr-r.

Sentinel— (Answers rrr-rrr—r, and opensdoor)
RAC — Comp. Sentinel, are thereany candidates

in waiting? If sotheirnamesandfor what degree.
Sentinel — (Gives Royal Arch Captain list with

namesof candidatesand the degreefor which
they are wiating) (Closes door and gives
rrr—rrr—r.)

RAC — (rrr—rrr-r) Returnswith list in left hand,
halts in front of Captainof the Host, and salut-
ing, gives list to Captainof the Host. (Captain
of the HostandRoyal Arch Captainwithswords
at carry march in single file to the East)
Vails rise and presentswords as they pass.
(Captainof the Host carries list in left hand,
salutes Excellent High Priest, returnssword,
gives list to ExcellentHigh Priest)
(Captain of the Host and Royal Arch Captain
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return to stations in the East.) (Captainof the Host,
Royal Arch CaptainandVails areseated.)

EHP — Companions(Readnames)— are in waiting to
receivethe degreeof Holy Royal Arch, they having
been duly elected. If there are no objections,I shall
conferthe degreeuponthem (r).

EHP — Comp. Secretary,has the requiredfeebeenpaid?
Secretary — They have.
EHP— (r) Comp.Captainof the Host
CH — (Rising andsaluting) (ExcellentHigh Priest)
EHP — See that the Candidatesare prepared and

presented.
CH — Comp.PrincipalSojourner
PSJ — (Rising and give the sign of Fidelity) Comp.

Captainof theHost.
CH — Prepareandpresentthe Candidates.
PSJ — (Goes to Alter, salutes, and retires to the

preparationroom) (Vails rise andsaluteas he passes)
(and are again seated) Candidatesare preparedby
having coat removed, hoodwinked, shod with slippers,
cabletowseventimesaroundthebody,andconnected
from one to theother. Theyare connectedtogetherin
three’sandnot more nor less thanthree,at the same
timecanperform theceremony.

EHP— (rrr) (Call up theChapter)
(Captain of the Host returnssword and carries the
open Bible with the Compassand squarefrom the
Altar in the East,to the Altar in theWest. TheRoyal
Arch Captainaccompanieshim on theleft, with sword
at carry. The Vails rise and salute as they pass,the
companionsstandingat the sign of Fidelity. The
Captain or the Host and Royal Arch Captain take
their stationsin theWest, theRoyalArch Captainand
Vails returnswords)

EHP— (r) SeatsChapter
TheMastersof the Vails removethe Altar in

the Eastto the Northeastcornerof the Sanctu-
ary, return to their stationsand are seated.

PSJ— (When ready) leadscandidatesin singlefile
to door of Chapterandmakesalarm(rrr—rrr—r)

RAG — (Steps in front of Captainof the Hostand
Saluting) Comp.Captainof the Host there is an
alarm.

CJ —. (Rising returns salute,and remainstanding)
Attend to the alarm.

RAG — (Goestodoorandgivesrrr-rrr-randopens
door) Who comeshere.

PSJ — Brothers who have
beenduly initiated, passedandraisedto thesub-
lime degreeof MasterMason,advancedto the
honorarydegreeof Mark Mason,andhavepre-
sided in the Chair, receivedandacknowledged
Most ExcellentMasters,andnow humbly crave
eKaltation to the august degreeof Holy Royal
Arch Mason.

RAG — Brethren, is this an act of your own free
will andaccord?

Candidates(Responding) It is.
RAG — Comp. Principal Sojourner,aretheyworthy

and well qualified?
PSJ — They are.
RAG — Duly and truly prepared.
PSJ — They are.
RAG — Have they madesuitableproficiency in the

precedingdegrees?
PSJ — They have.
RAG — By what further right or benefit do they

expectto obtain this importantprivilege?
PSJ — By benefitof the pass.
RAG — Have they the pass?
PSJ — They have it not, I haveit for them.
RAG — Advanceandgive it.
PSJ — (Advancesandgivespassin low breath)
RAC — The passis right, wait until the Captainof

the Host hasbeeninformedof your requestand
his answerreturned.
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(Closes door, no raps given, returns to
position in front of Captain of the Host.)

RAC — (Saluting)Comp. Captainof the Host there
arewithoutBrothers who have
beenduly initiated,passed,andraisedtothe sub-
lime degreeof MasterMason,advancedto the
honorary degree of Mark MasterMason,pre—
sjded in the Chair, and havebeenreceivedand
acknowledgedMost ExcellentMasters,andnow
humbly craveto be exaltedto the augustdegree
of Holy Royal Arch Mason.

CH — Is this an act of their own freewill and
accord?

RAC — It is.
CH — Are they worthy andwell qualified?
RAC — They are.
CH — Duly andtruly prepared?
RAG — They are.
CH — Have they made suitableproficiency in the

precedingdegree?
RAG — They have
CH — By what further right or benefit do they

expect to obtain this importantprivilege?
RAG — By benefitof the pass.
CH — Have they the pass.
RAG — They havenot, I haveit for them.
CH — Give it.
RAG — (Passis given aloud for benefitof Chapter)
CH — The passis right, let thebrethrenenterthis

Chapterof Royal Arch Masons,in the nameof
the Great I Am, and be receivedin dueand
ancientform.
CompanionMastersof the Vails assembleand
form a living arch, Companions,may assist.

(Vails arise, face left, andmarchin single
file to a position near the inner door, and
station themselvesin two rows facingeach
eachotherandfirmly interlock their hands.
The Royal Arch Captain with Master 1st
Vail, the Master 3rd Vail with the Master
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2nd Vail. The Companionswith eachother
forming a Living Arch, Candidatesare lead
under the Arch. They pass underthe Arch
but once.)

RAG — (Saluting, and going to the door, which he
opens wide.) It is the order of the Captainof
the Hostthat thebrethrenentersthis Cahpterof
Royal Arch Masons, in the nameof the Great
I Am, andbe receivedin due andancientform.

Candidatesenter, led by the Principal So—
journer.
(Royal Arch Captain returns to Station and
seated.)

PSJ— Stoop low, my brethren,stooplow. “He that
humblethhimself shall be exalted.” Principal
Sojourner takes leadingcord andpassesunder
the living Arch. Candidatesfollow in singlefile,
after all the Candidateshavepassedunderthe
living Arch, they are halted by the Principal
Sojourner.

PSJ — My brothers, you are receivedinto this
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,undera living
Arch to impress upon your minds in the most
solemnmannerthat the principalsecretsof this
degree should be communicatedonly under a
living Arch.

PSJ — (Assisted by the Vails, lead candidates
aroundChapterto Altar in West)
As no man shouldenteruponany greator im-
portant undertakingwithout first invoking the
aid of Deity, let uskneel andpray.
(Principal Sojourner and candidateshalt and
kneel at Altar) (Captain of the Host gives
rrr). 0 thou Eternal and ever presentGod,
the glorious and everlasting I Am, bestow
thy blessings,we beseechThee,upon the Com-
panions hera assembledin Thy Holy Name;
andgrant that thesebrothers,who humbly seek
to be exalted to the mysteriesof theHoly Royal
Arch may be imbued with thy spirit to enable
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them to understandand appreciatethe Divine
Truths taught herein, and so prove faithful
servantsunto Thee,and 0 Thouwhodidstafore-
time appearunto Thy servantMoses in a flame
of fire out of the midstof a bush,enkindle,we
beseechThee, in eachof our hearts,a flame of
devotion to Thee, of love to eachother, andof
charity and benevolenceto all mankind;to the
honor andglory of thy Great andsacredName.
Amen.

Companions— (Responding)Amen, Amen, Amen,
So Mote It Be.

CH — (Raps,seatsChapter)
PSJ — Rise, my Brothers, (resumesconductingof

candidatesaroundChapter,andrecitingslowly).
PSJ — I will bring the blind by the way that they

know not, I will bring them in paths that they
havenot known; Iwill makedarknesslightbefore
them andcrookedthings straight.Thesethings
will I do unto them andnot forsakethem. For
they thatwait uponmeshallrenewtheir strength,
they shall mount up with wings aseagles;they
shall run andnot be weary, and they shall walk
andnot faint.

PSJ — (At right of line, front of the Altar, facing
the Captain of the Host in thewest) rrr—rrr—r.

CH — (r) Rises,who comeshere?
PSJ — Brothers who have

beenduly initiated,passed,andraisedto thesub-
lime degreeof a MasterMason;advancedtothe
honorary degreeof Mark Master Mason; pre-
sided in the Chair, andhavebeenreceivedand
acknowledgedMost Excellent Master, andnow
crave exaltation to the august degreeof Holy
Royal Arch.

CH — My Brothers, is this anact of your own free
will andaccord?

Candidates— (responding) It is.
CH — Companion Principal Sojourner are they

worthy and well qualified?
PSJ -
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PSJ— They are.
CR — Duly and truly prepared?
PSJ— They are.
CH — Have they made suitableproficiency in the

precedingdegrees?
PSJ— They have.
CH — By what further right or privilege do they

expectto obtain this importantprivilege?
PSJ— By benefit of the pass.
CH — Have they the pass?
PSJ — They haveit not. I haveit for them.
CH — Advanceandgive it.
PSJ — (Advancesand gives pass in low breath)
CII — The passis right. My Brothers,in pursuing

your intentions, it will be necessaryfor you to
travel those rough and ruggedroadswhich all
Royal Arch Masons have traveled beforeyou.
But before you can proceedfurther it will be
necessaryfor you to takethe Solemnobligation
of a Royal ArchMason.With theusualassurance
on my part, areyou willing totakethe obligation?

Candidates— (Responding)I am
CH — Thenkneelat the Altarwithboth handsrest-

ing on the Holy Bible, SquareandCompass.
(Candidateskneel at Altar, Vails assist.)

CH — rrr — (Calls up the Chapter)Say I, (done)
Pronounceyour namein full (done)and repeat
after me:
Of my own free will and accord, and in the
presenceof the GreatI Am andthis Chapterof
Royal Arch Masons,erectedto Him anddedi-
cated to the memoryof Zurabbabel,do hereby
solemnlyandsincerelypromiseandswear,thatI
will not reveal the secretsof the Holy Royal
Arch to any person in the world, exceptit be
within a legally constituted and duly opened
Chapterof Royal Arch Masons,or to a Com-
panion of this degree,whom I shallhavefound
to be such by duetrial, strict examination,or
lawful Masonic information.

I

I further promise and swear that I will
answer and obey all due signs and summons
sent to me and receivedby me from a Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons,or givenme by a Com-
panionof this degree,if within the lengthof my
Cable—tow.

I further promiseandswearthat Iwill stand
to andabideby theby-laws of this or any other
Chapter of Royal Arch Masonsof which I may
become a Member; also the Constitution and
laws of the GrandChapterunderwhoseauthority
the samemay work; also theConstitution,rules
and regulationsof the Most EKcellentGeneral
Conference of Grand Chapters of the U.S.A.
(PHA), so far as the same shall come to my
knowledge.

I furthermorepromiseand swearthat I will
not be presentat the opening of a Chapterof
Royal Arch Masonsunlesstherebe presentat
leastnine regularRoyal Arch Masons.

I further promiseandswearthat I shallnot
be present at the exaltationto this degreeof a
greateror lessernumberthan threeat one and
the sametime.

I furthermorepromiseandswearthat I will
not unlawfully reveal the key to the Characters
belongingto this degreeandwhenthesameshall
have served its purpose, I will immediately
destroyit.

I furthermorepromiseandswearthat I will
not communicatethe GrandRoyal Arch word in
any other mannerthan that in which I may re-
cefve it; neitherwill I impart the Great and
sacred Name, save in that reverentialposture
in which the samemay be communicatedtome.

All this I do solemnlyandsincerelypromise
and swear without any hesitation,equivocation
or mental reservation,binding myselfunderno
lesserpenaltythan thatof havingmy skull smote
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off and my brains exposedto thescorchingrays
of the noon day sun should I everknowingly or
willfully violate this my solemnobligationof a
Royal Arch Mason. So help me God andmake
me steadfastto keep and perform the same.

In testimonyof your sincerity kiss the Holy
Bible on which your handsrest.

CH Rise my Brothers. (Captain of the Most returns
Holy Bible, square and compass to Altar in the
East. The Royal Arch Captain, sword at carry on
the right, Vails return Altar from northeast. All
take their stations in the east. Then Seats Chapter.

PSJ — (ResumeleadingcandidatesaroundChapter)
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethrohis father-
in-law, the Priest of Midian; andheled the flock
to the back of the wilderness,andcameto the
mountainof God, evenuntoFloreb.And the Angel
of the Lord appearedunto him in a flame of
fire, out of the midst of abush;and he looked
and behold, the bushburne%l with fire and the
bushwasnot consumed.

PSJ — And Moses said, I will turn asideand see
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.

(Turnsasideto left)
PSJ— And the Lord sawthat heturnedto see, God

calledunto him outof the midst of the bushand
said, Moses! Moses!

(Principal Sojournershouldtimehisreciting
sothat candidatesarenow in ~O5 ton in front
of the BurningBush;hoodwinksareraisedso
that the Burning Bush may be seen.Lights
are lowered.)

PSJ — And he said, Heream I, and the Lord said,
draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from

thy feet, for the placewhereonthoustandest
is Ho]y ground.

(Candidates’ slippers are removed, Vails
assisting)
Wails return to stations and are seated)

PSJ — Moreover, he said, I am the God of thy
Fathers,the God of Abraham,the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob. And Moseshid his face
for he was afraid to look upon God.

(Principal Sojournercovers hisfacewithhis
hands; the hoodwinks are not replaced)

PSJ— (At the burningbush)And the Lord said unto
Moses, I have surely seenthe affliction of my
peoplethatare inEgypt,andIhavecometo bring
them unto a land flowing with milk andhoney.
Come now, therefore,and I will sendtheeunto
Pharaoh,that thoumayestbringforthmypeople,
the childrenof Israel,out of Egypt.

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I
come unto the Children of Israel, and shall say
unto them, the God of your Fathershath sent
me unto you; and they shall sayunto me,What
is His Name: What shall I sayunto them?And
God said untoMoses,I ——— —; andhe said,
thus shalt thousayunto the Children of Israel,
— — hath sent me unto you, — — — — the God
of your Fathers,and the God of Abraham,the
Godof Isaac,andthe GodofJacob,hath sentme
unto you; This is my nameforever, and this is
my memorial untoall generations.

(Lights are raised)

PSJ— My Brothers,the Symbolof theBurningBush
hasbeene,chibitedto youatthis timeto impress
upon your minds in themostsolemnmannerthat
the words and signs following were of divine
origin andassuchweresacredlyregardedby the
Children of Israel, and by themtransmittedto
their posterity, as a meansby which they might
be known and distinguishedby eachother for-
ever after.

PSJ — (Resumesconducting candidatesaround
ChapterRoom,and reciting asfollows)

PSJ— Zedekiahwasoneandtwentyyearsold when
he beganto reign and reignedelevenyearsin
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Jerusalem.And hedid that whichwasevil in the
sight of the Lord, His God, and humbled not
himself beforeJeremiah,the Prophet,speaking
from the mouth of the Lord. And He rebelled
against Nebuchadnezzarand stiffenedhis neck
and hardenedhis heart from turning unto the
Lord, Godof Israel.

Moreover all the chie~fs of th~ priestsand
thepeopletransgressedvery much after all the
abominations of the heathen,and polluted the
house of the Lord, which he had hallowed in
Jerusalem.And the Lord God of their fathers
sentto them by his messengers,becausehehad
compassionon his people and on his dwelling
place. But they mockedthe Messengerof God,
and despisedhiswordsandmisusedhLsprophets
until the wrath of the Lord arose againsthis
people, till therewas no remedy.

Thereforehe broughtupon themthe King of
the Chaldeeswho slew their young menwiththe
sword in the houseof the sanctuary,and had no
compassionupon young manormaiden,old men,
or him that stoopedwith age;he gavethem all
into his hand. And all the vesselsof the house
of God greatandsmall andthe treasuresof the
houseof the Lord, and the treasuresof the King
andhis princes;all thesehebroughtto Babylon.

And they burnt all the Palacesthereof; and
them thathad escapedthe sword, carried away
to Babylon,wherethey wereservantsto himand
his sonsuntil the reign of Persia.

PSJ — (Halting candidatesand listening) Hark, I
hearthe clashingof swords,let usescape,that
captiveswe are takennot.

(Companionsin the chapterroomstartnoise
and confusion.Trumpetssoundandclashing
of words are heard. Companionsrush and
seize Candidatesandhustlethem out to the
preparationroom.)

SECTION II

(A slight pauseis madetosetupthe Tabernacle,
lay down the rugged roadandothernecessary
arrangements.When ready Vails, Royal Arch
Captain,Captainof tbe Host, taketheir stations
in the East andare seated.)

RAG (Rising andhandling a scroll tothe Captain
of tbe Host) CompanionCaptain of the Host,
Cyrus King of Persia has issued his royal
proclamationwitb a commandthat it be pro-
claimedto the captiveJewsthroughouthis vast
domains.

CH — (Taking Scroll) His Royal mandateshallbe
obeyed.GoodNews! Good News!

PSJ — (Speakingfrom door of preparationroom)
What News!

CH — Cyrus, King of PersiahasIssuedhis royal
proclamationandput the samein writing witha
commandthat it be proclaimedto the captive
Jewsthroughouthis vast domains.

PSJ— What is it?
CH — (Readingfrom scroll) ThussaithCyrus,King

of Persia,the Lord GodofHeavenhathgivenme
all the Kingdomsof the earthandhathcharged
me to build a house at Jerusalem,which is in
Judah.Who is thereamongyouof all his people,
His God be with him, andlet him go to Jerusa-
lem which is in Judah,andbuildthehouseof the
Lord God of Israel,which is in Jerusalem.

PSJ — (Speakingto Candidates)What sayyou; are
you willing to go up to Jerusalem?

Candidates— (responding) We are.
PSJ — (Speakingto Captain of the Host) We are

willing to go up, butbeholdwhenwe comeunto
the childrenof Israelandshallsayuntothem,the
God of your fathers sentusuntoyou, andthey
shall sayuntous, What is his name?Whatshall
we sayunto them?
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CH — Thus shaltthou sayuntothem , lam
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

PSJ— (Speakingto the Candidates)Thus far in the
ceremoniesyou havebeencausedto represent
threeMost ExcellentMasters,whowerepresent
at the destructionof King Solomon’sTempleby
Nebuzaradan,Captainof ~heGuardof Nebuchad-
nezzar,King of Babylon,who besiegedtheCity,
capturedall the Holy Vessels, and those who
escapedthe sword, werecarriedaway captive
to Babylon.

You now representthreeweary sojourners
who havecomeup fromBabylontohelp,aid, and
assistin the rebuilding of the Houseof the. Lord.
Our pass you will rememberis
Let usbe going.

(Candidatesare hooodwinked,andstill united
by the cable—tow,andfollowing in singlefile,
are led into the Chapterroom.)

PSJ—(LeadingCandidatesaroundtheChapterroom
andreciting) Wearenow returningtoJerusalem
from Babylon,wherewe havebeenheld in cap-
tivity many long years. Thanks be to Cyrus,
King of Persia,by whoseproclamationwehave
beenliberatedto return to our nativecountryto
assist in rebuilding our City and Tabernacle.
We have left the Domesand Spires of Babylon
behind us. I cannow seethem glisteningin the
sunlightover the hills andplainsof Chaldee.

PSJ — Our trust is in the Great , andal-
though our journey may be long, tedious and
dreary, andourroadsrougb,ruggedanddanger-
ous, yet we will endeavorto overcomeevery
hardshipandbrave everydangertopromotethis
noble and glorious work upon which we have
entered.

PSJ — (Halting with Candidates)Here, the routes
diverge,oneleading inadirectlinetothedesert
of Arabia; the otherup by thebanksof the river

Euphrates,and aroundby the way of Tadmoreand
Damascus.The desert route is tess frequented
by travelersowing to its extensivesandyplains,
its intensiveheatandgreatscarcityof water. The
other is much more mountainous.Which shall we
take? I proposewe takethe latter, andif you have
no objections, we will do so. Let usbe gong.
PSJ (Resumesleading Candidates)We are now

approachingthe banksof the Euphratesbut be-
fore reachingthe river, we shall haveto passa
rough and dangerousplace. “STEP brethren
STEP,’ — It is just before us, — butbeforewe
undertakeits passing,let usdo asall goodmen
ever do before enteringupon a greatand im-
portantundertaking,kneeland invokethebless-
ings of Deity.

PSJ— (Prayeris read)

PRAYER

Lord, I cry unto thee; give ear to my voice, let
my prayer be set forth before Theeas incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice. Set a Watch, 0 Lord, before my
mouth; keepthe door of my lips. Incline not my
heartto any evil thing, topracticewickedworks
with men that work iniquity. Let the righteous
smite me, it shallbe a kindnessandlet him re-
prove me, it shall be anexcellentoil.Mine eyes
areunto thee,0 God, in thee is my trust; leave
not my soul destitute.Keep me from the snare
which they havelaid for me and the gins of the
workers of iniquity. Let thewickedfall intotheir
own nets whilst that I withall escape. (Amen)

PSJ — Rise, my brethren,We will now pursueour
journey.

PSJ — (Leading candidatesover obstacle) BE
CAREFUL BRETHREN, BE CAREFUL.
We shall soonbe over it. —Rememberin whom
you put your trust. — Tbere, Brethren,we are
safelyover.
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PSJ— (Resumesleadingcandidates)Wearenowon
the greenbanksof the ever running Euphrates.
How beautiful the sceneryaroundus.
We are now passing throughSyriatoward Da-
mascus.We shall passnearthe ancientCity of
Tadmoreor Palmyra,and throughmanybeauti-
ful groves and vineyards. But beforereaching
Damascus?we shall haveto crossover a deep
ravine.

PSJ — (Halting Candidates)STOPbrethrenSTOP.—
It is just before us. — Let me go forward and
examine.

PSJ— (ReturningtoCandidates)Itisavery difficult
anddangerousplace.Thereforebeforewepro-
ceed,let us kneelandpray.

PRAYER

PSJ — (Prayermay be read) I cried unto the Lord
with my voice, unto the Lorddid Imake my sup—
plications. I poured my complaintbeforehim;
I showedbeforehim my trouble.Whenmy spirit
was overwhelmedwithin me, then thouknowest
my path. In the waywhereinI walked,havethey
privily laid a snarefor me. Ilookedonmy right
hand and beheld, but therewas no man that
would know me; refugefailed me; no mancared
for my soul. I cried unto Thee,0 Lord; I said
Thou art my refugeandm~protectionin the land
of the living. Attenduntomycryfor] am brought
very low; deliver me from my persecutorsfor
they are stronger than I. Bring my soulout of
prison, that I may praisethy name. Amen.

PSJ — Rise,my brethren.We will now pursueour
journey.

PSJ — (Leading candidatesover obstacle) STEP
BRETHREN, STEP The
bridge appearsto be rotted at the end

Itisabouttofall
JUMP BRETHREN, JUMP. JUMP for your

I lives There we have es-
caped Thebridgehasfallen.
Let usbe moving on.

PSJ — (Resumesleadingcandidates)Wehavear-
rived at Damascus.This is a famous resting
placefor travelers,andheretoowewill sit down
and rest andrefreshourselves.

(Principal Sojourner if desired may halt
candidatesandservelight refreshments)(To
prevent candidates from looking around
ChapterRoom, hoodwinksare notremoved.)

PSJ— (Resumesleadingcandidates)Let usbe go-
ing. We are now passingthroughthe forestsof
Lebanonwhereour fathers felled andprepared
the timbers for King Solomon’sTemple.Before
leaving the forestweshallcometo anotherplace
more difficult than the others. Here it is we
must rememberin whom weput our trust. Let
usoncemorekneel andpray.

PSJ — (Prayer may be read) Hearmy prayer, 0
Lord; give ear to my supplication;in thy faith-
fulness answerme, and in my righteousness.
And enter not into judgmentwith thy servant;
for in thy sight shall no living manbe justified.
Forthe enemyhathpersecutedmy soul;hehath
mademe within desolate.Hearme speedily, 0
Lord; my spirit faileth; hide not thy face from
me, lest I be like unto them that go down into
the pit. Causeme to hearthy lovingkindnessin
the morningfor in Theedolliftup my soul unto
Thee.Teachmeto do thy will; for Thou art my
God; Bring my soul out of trouble andof Thy
mercy cut off mine enemies,for I am thy ser-
vant.

PSJ — Rise, my brethren.We will now pursueour
journey.

PSJ — (Leadingcandidatesover obstacle) CARE-
FUL, BRETHREN, CAREFUL. — We shallsoon
be over it. — Therebrethren,wearesafely over
our perils.
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PSJ — (Resumesleadingcandidates)Brethren,we
are now on the plains of JudahbetweenSucoth
and Zarith, where our ancient Grand Master
Hiram Abiff so faithfully wrought in castingall
the holy vessels for King Solomon’s Temple.
Here, brethren,thosetwo famousbrazenpillars,
JachinandBoazwerecast.

Cheerup, brethren,our jour~aey is almostat
an end. I can seethe ruins of our ancientCity
in the distanceand the glistening tentsof our
brothers.Roughandruggedhasbeenourmarch,
but sustainedby afirm trustin theGreat
we havearrived at our journeysend.

PSJ — LOOK BRETHREN, LOOK!
(Hoodwinks are now removed.Slippersare
put back on. Vails are drawn. Whenready
Principal Sojourner leadscandidatesto 1st
Vail)

PSJ— My brethren,wehavenowarrivedat Jerusa-
lem and the Tabernacleis before us. Let us
endeavor to enter the presenceof the Grand
Council. (rrr—rrr—r)

M1V — Who daresapproachthis 1st Vail of our
sacred Tabernacle?(Gives rrr) Companions,
assemble,the enemyis at hand.

(TheMaster First Vail stepsoutsidethevail,
andthe otherVails with drawnswordscome
quickly andhalt candidatesoutsideof Vail.)

M1V — (With drawnsword againdemands)Whoare
you?

PSJ — Threewearysojournerswho havecomeup to
help, aid and assist in rebuilding the Houseof
the Lord without hopeof fee or reward.

M1V — Whencecameyou?
PSJ— From Babylon.
M1V — By a decreeof the GrandCouncil now in

session in the Sanctuaryof the Tabernacle,
issued in consequenceof disturbanceshaving
arisenfrom the introductionof strangersamong
the workmen, none are permittedto engagein

this noble and glorious work except the true
descendantsof the twelve tribes of Israel. You
will therefore be careful in tracingyour gene—
ology. Who areyou?

PSJ — We are Most ExcellentMasters, of your
own brethrenandkin, childrenof the captivity,
true descendantsof thosenoble Giblimites sent
hither at the building of the first Temple.We
havebeenduly initiated,passed,and raisedto
the sublimedegreeof MasterMason; advanced
to the honorarydegreeof Mark MasterMason;
presided in the Chair; andhavebeenreceived
and acknowledgedMost ExcellentMasters.We
were present at the destruction of the first
Temple by Nebuzaradanby whom we were
carriedawaycaptivesto Babylonwherewehave
remainedsubject tohim andhissuccessorsuntil
the reign of Cyrus, King of Persia,by whose
proclamationwe havebeenliberated,andhave
now come up to help, aid andassistin the re-
building of the Houseof the Lord.

M1V — By what further right or benefit do you
expectto obtain this importantprivilege?

PSJ — By benefitof the word spokenby the God of
our peoplelsrael, from out of the burningbush,
when he revealed his presenceunto Moses.

M1V — What is thatword?
PSJ—

M1V — (Drawing asideVail) Enter this 1stVail, of
our sacredTabernacle.

(Cable—tows are removed.The other Vails
return to their stations. Master First Vail
and Principal Sojournerconductcandidates
within the 1st Vail)

M1V — Three Most ExcellentMastersyou mustbe
to havecomethusfar to promotethis noble and
glorious work; but further you cannotgo with-
out my wordsand sign andwordsof explanation.

My words are S. H, and J. My signis this
(Demonstratessign) and is an imitiation of

—146— — 147 —



that given by the Lord unto Moses when He
commandedhim to casthis rod upontheground.

My words of explanationof this sign are
found in the writings of Mosesasfollows:

‘And Mosesansweredandsaid, But behold,
they will not believe me, nor hearkenuntomy
voice; for they will say,The Lord hathnot ap-
pearedui~to thee. And :the Lord said untohim,
What is that in thine hand?And he said, A rod.
And the Lord said, Castitontheground.And he
cast it on the ground,and it becamea serpent;
andMosesfled frombeforeit. AndtheLord said
unto Moses,Put forth thine hand,and take it by
the tail. And he put forthhishand,andcaughtit,
and it becamea rod in his hand.That they may
believe that the Lord God of their fathers,the
God of Abraham,the God of Isaac,and the God
of Jacob,hathappearedunto thee.”

(Master First Vail returns to station and
is seated)

PSJ— (Advancingto 2nd Vail) rrr-rrr-r
M2V — Who dares approachthis second vail of

our sacredTabernacle?Who comeshere?
PSJ — Three weary sojournerswho have come

from Babylonto help, aid, andassistin rebuild-
ing the Houseof the Lord without hopeof fee or
reward. As Most E,ccellent Masterswe have
passedthe 1st Vail andnow requestpermission
to enterthe 2nd.

M2V — By what further right or benefitdo you ex-
pectto gain admission?

PSJ — By benefitof the words, sign, and wordsof
explanationgiven to usby the Masterof the 1st
Vail.

M2V — Whatare hiswords?
PSJ — S. H. andJ.
M2V — What is his sign?
PSJ — It is this (Demonstratessign), an imitation

of that given by the Lord untoMoseswhenhe
commandedhim to casthis rod on the ground.
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M2V — (DrawingasideVail) Enter this 2nd Vail of
our sacredTabernacle.

(Principal Sojourner and candidatesenter
2nd Vail.)

M2V — Three Most E,ccellentMastersyou mustbe
to havecomethusfar to promotethis noble and
gloriouswork; but further you cannotgowithout
my words, sign, and wordsof explanation.My
wordsare M. A. and B. My signis this (Demon-
strates sign), an imitation of thatgiven by the
Lord unto Moseswhenhe commandedhimtoput
his hand into his bosom.My wordsof explana-
tion of this sign is found in the writings of
Moses,as follows:

And the Lord said furthermore unto him,
Put now thine hand into thy bosom;andhe put
his hand Into his bosom;andwhenhetook it out,
behold, his hand wasleprousas snow. And the
Lord said, Put thine handinto thy bosomagain.
And he put his hand into his bosomagain; and
plucked it out of his bosom,andbehold, it was
turned again as his other flesh. And it shall
come to pass, if they will not believe thee,
neither hearkento the voice of the first sign,
that they will beLieve the voice of the latter
sign.

With thesewords,sign,andwordsof explana-
tion, you will be enabledto enterthe 3rd Vail.
Passon. (Master SecondVail returnsto station
andis seated.)

PSJ — (Advancingto 3rd Vail) rrr-rrr-r
M3V — Who dares approachthe 3rd Vail of our

sacredTabernacle?Who comeshere?

PSJ — Threeweary sojournerswho havecomeup
from Babylon, to help,aid,andassistin rebuild-
ing the Houseof the Lord without hopeof fee or
reward. As Most Excellent Masterswe have
passedthe 2nd Vail andnow requestpermission
to enterthe third.
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M3V — By what further right or benefit do you
expect to gain admission?

PSJ — By benefitof the words, sign, andwordsof
explanationgiven to usby the Masterof the 2nd
Vail.

M3V — Whatare hiswords?
PSJ— M, A, andB.
M3V—Whatishis sign?
PSJ — It is this (Demonstratessign) an imitation

of that given by the Lord unto Moseswhenhe
commandedhim to put his hand into his bosom.

M3V — (drawing asideVail) Enter this 3rd Vail of
our sacredTabernacle.

(Principal Sojourner and candidatesenter
3rd Vail.)

M3V — Three Most ExcellentMastersyoumustbe,
to havecomethus far to promotethis noble and
gloriouswork; But further youcannotgowithout
my words, sign, signet, andwords of explana-
tion. My words are J.Z. andH. My sign is this
(Demonstratessign) an imitationof thatgivenby
the Lord unto Moseswhenhecommandedhimto
pour water upon the dry land. My explanationof
this sign is found in the writings of Moses,as
follows:

“And it shall come to pass,if they will not
believe also these two signs, neither hearken
unto thy voice, that thou shalttake of the water
of the river and pour it upon the dry land; and
the water which thou takestoutof theriver shall
becomebloodupon the dry land.”

With thesewords,Sign,andwordsof explana-
tion, together with this signet of Zerubbabel
or Truth, you will be enabled to enter the
Sanctuary.Passon.

(Hands signet ring to Principal Sojourner,
returnsto stationandseated.)

PSJ — rrr—rrr—r
RAC — Who dares approachthe Sanctuaryof our

sacred Tabernaclewhere incenseburns upon

the holy Altar both day andnight?Who comes
here?

PSJ — Threewearysojournerswho havecomeup
from Babylonto help, aid, andassistin the re-
building of the Houseof the Lord, without hope
of fee or reward. As Most ExcellentMasters,
we havepassedthe 3rd Vail and now request
permissionto enter the presenceof the Grand
Council.

RAC — By what further right or benefit do you
expectto gain admission?

PSJ — By benefitof the words, sign, andwordsof
explanation, and this signet, given to usby the
Masterof the 3rd Vail.

RAC — Whatare his words?
PSJ— J. Z. andH.
RAC — Whatis his sign?
PSJ — It is this (Demonstratessign), an imitation

of that given by the Lord unto Moseswhenhe
commandedhim to pour wateruponthedry land.

RAC — Whatis his Signet?
PSJ— Thatof Zerubbabelor Truth.
RAC — Presentthe signet. (Principal Sojourner

handssignetto Royal Arch Captain.)
RAC — You will wait until the GrandCouncil has

beenInformed of your requestand their answer
returned.

RAC — (Enteringwithin the SanctuaryandSaluting)
Comp. Captainof the Host.

CH — (Rising and saluting) Comp. Royal Arch
Captain.

RAC — Thereare without, threewearysojourners
who havetraveledup from Babylonto help,aid
and assist in the rebuildingof the houseof the
Lord,without hopeof fee or reward.Theyclaim
to be Most ExcellentMasters,andas suchhave
passedthe Vails, and now requestpermission
to enterthe presenceof the GrandCouncil.

CH — By what particular right or benefitdo they
expectto gain admission?
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RAC — By the words, sign, wordsof explanationof
the Master of the 3rd Vail, and this signetof
truth.

CH — Presentthe signet.
(Royal Arch Captainadvancesandhandssignet
to Captain of the Hostandreturnsto stationand
is seated.)

CH — (Saluting) ExcellenthUghPriest.
EHP — Comp.Captain of the Host
CH — There are without threeweary sojourners

who havecomeup from Babylontohelp,aid and
assistIn the rebuilding oftheHouseof the Lord,
without hopeof fee or reward. They claim to be
Most ExcellentMasters,andassuchhavepassed
the Vails, andnow requestpermissionto enter
the presenceof the Council.

EHP — By what particular right or benefitdo they
expectto gain admission.

CH — By the words, sign, words of explanationof
the Master of the 3rd Vail, and this signetof
truth.

EHP — Presentthe signet
Captain of the Host advancesandhandssignet
to the excellent High Priest, then returns to
stationandis seated.

EHP — (Takes signetfrom Captain of the Host,
examinesit andhandsit first to the King, then
to the Scribe,then the threeconfer.) TheGrand
Council recognizes this (shows signet) to be
Zerubbabel’ssignet. The Signet of Truth. You
will admitthem.

CH — (To Royal Arch Captain) Admit them.
(Thepot of incenseon the Altar in the northeast
and the sevenbranchcnadlestickin the south-
east of the Sanctuaryare now lighted before
candidatesare admitted.)

RAC — (Draws asideVail) Enter.
(Principal Sojourner and Candidatesin single
file, with RoyalArch Captainonleft andCaptain
of the Host on the right enter, but are halted
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from proceeding further by the Royal Arch
Captain and the Captain of the Host extending
their swordsin front of themas ExcellentHigh
Priestbegins to readfrom Scroll.)

EHP — (Reading from Scroll) ~‘In the seventh
month, in the one andtwentiethdayofthemonth,
came the word of the Lord by the Prophet
Haggai, saying, speaknowto Zerubbabel,theson
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the Son of Josedech,the High Priest, and to the
residueof the people, sayingwho is left among
you that sawthis housein her first glory? And
how do ye see it now? Is it not in your eyesin
compairsonof it asnothing?Yet now bestrong,
O’Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong
O’Joshua,Sonof Josedech,the High Priest;and
be strong all ye people of the land, saiththe
Lord; and work: for I am with you, saith the
Lord of Hosts: According to the word that I
covenantedwith you when ye came out of
Egypt, somy spirit remainethamongyou: Fear
ye not. For thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Yet
once it is a little while, and I will shakethe
heavensand the earth,and the seaandthe dry
land; and will shakeall nations,andthedesire
of all nations shall come; and I will fill this
house with glory, saiththe Lord of Hosts. The
silver is mine, andthe gold is mine. The glory
of this latter house sha]l be greater than the
former, and in this place will give peace. In
the daywill I takethee,0.Zerubbabel,my ser-
vant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and
will make thee as a signet; for I havechosen
thee.

(At conclusion of reading, Excellent High
Priest gives signal for RoyalArch Captain
and Captain of the Host to return to their
stations.)

EHP — My Brothers, we understandthat you are
from Babylon and have come to help, aid and
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assistin rebuilding the Houseof theLord,with-
out bopeof fee or reward;andthatyouare Most
E~cceL1entMasters.Whatevidencecanyou pre-
sent to satisfy this GrandCouncil that you are
such?

PSJ — (Advancing with candidatesand forming a
line facingthe GrandCouncil.) We can give the
signsandwordsof the severaldegreesthrough
which we bavepassed.

EHP — You may omit flue words,butgive the signs.
(Principal Sojourner andcandidatesgive all of
the signsfrom EnteredApprenticethroughMost
E,ccellentMaster.)

EHP — (GrandCouncLi confers.)My Brethren, the
GrandCouncil Ls satisfied thatyou areMost Ex-
cellent Masters,and acceptwith pleasureyour
assistance.Whatpart of the work are you will-
ing to undertake.

PSJ— Any part, eventhe mostservile,to promote
this noble and gloriouswork.

EHP — (GrandCouncilconfers.)The GrandCouncil
is now convincedof your ability to perform any
portion of the work, eventbe mostdifficult; but
as it is necessaryto removesomeof the rub—
bisb from the easternpart of tbe ruins in order
to lay the foundationfor the secondTemple,you
will commence your labors tbere, taking care
to observe and preserve any discoveryyou deem
of importan~e, and report to nonebutthis Grand
Council, as we have no doubt there lie buried
many valuabletreasuresand specimensof art,
wbich if broughtto light wouldproveof essential
service to tbe Craft. The Captain of the Host
will furnish you with working tools andunder
his directions you will repair to your labors.

(Captainof the Host placeson right shoulderof
candidates,Crowbar on the rirst, pickaxe on tbe
secondandspadeon thethird.)

WORKING TOOLS

OH — (Explainsas follows) TheCrowbarisusedby
OperativeMasonsto raisethingsof greatweight
andbulk; thepickaxe toloosenthesoil,and pre-
pare it for digging; andthespadeto removerub-
bish, but the Royal Arch Masonsareemblemat-
ically taught to usethem for a morenoble and
glorious purpose.By them he is remindedthat
it is his sacredduty to lift from his mind the
heavy weight of passionsandprejudiceswhich
encumber his progresstowardvirtue, loosen-
ing the hold which longhabitof sinandfolly may
havehadupon his disposition,and removingthe
rubbish of vice and ignorance,which prevents
him from beholding that eternal foundationof
truth and wisdomupon which he is to erectthe
spiritual andmoral templeof his secondlife.

CH — (Continuing) Brethren, follow me.
(Captain of the Host leadscandidatesin single
file, Principal Sojourner in rear, through the
Vails to the sceneof their labors, where he
leavesthem in chargeof the principal Sojourn-
er.) (Valls rise andsaluteasthey pass.)

CH — (At the ruins) This is the place.
(Returns alone throughVails to his stationand
is seated.) (Vails rise andsaluteasbe passes)
(White Vail is closed.)

PSJ — (At ruins direct candidatesto removethe
rubbish, and while removing the rubbish dis-
covers Keystone.) My brethren, the wearySo-
journerswhom you representrepaired to the
place asdirectedandcommencedtheir labors.
In course of a few days they discoveredthis
stonein the tip of anArchwhichhadbeenhidden
in the rubbish.

(Mter making discovery,Principal Sojourn-
er picks up stone and gives it to oneof
the candidates) (Principal Sojourner and
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candidates return by way of the Vails.)
(Tools are left at ruins.)

PSJ — (At first Vail) rrr—rrr—r.
M1V — Whocomeshere?
PSJ — Workmenfrom the ruins with discoveries.

M1V — (To Masterof the SecondVail) Workmen
from the ruins with discoveries.

M2V — (To Masterof the Third Vail) Workmen
from the ruinswith discoveries.

M3V — (To Royal Arch Captain) Workmanfrom
the ruins with discoveries.

RAC — (To Captainof the Host) Workmenfrom the
ruins with discoveries.

CH — (To Excellent High Priest) Workmenfrom
the ruins with discoveries.

EHP — (To Captain of the Host) Let them enter.
CH — (To Royal Arch Captain) Let them enter.
RAC — (To Master of Third Vail) Let them enter.
M3V — (To Masterof SecondVail) Let them enter.

M2V — (To Masterof First Vail) Let them enter.
M1V — Enter.

(Principal Sojournerleadscandidatesin single
file through Vails and enterSanctuary,but are
halted from proceedingfurther by Royal Arch
Captain and Captain of the Host, by extending
swords in front of themas King beginsto read
from Scroll.)

King — (Readingfrom Scroll) “This is the word of
the Lord unto Zerubbabel,sayingnot by might,
nor power,but by spirit, saiththeLordof Host.
Who art thou, 0 greatmountain?BeforeZerub-
babel thou shalt becomea plain; and he shall
bring forth the headstonethereofwith shoutings,
crying, Grace, Grace unto it. Moreover the
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, the
hands of Zerubbabelhavelaid the foundationof
this house; his hands shall also finish it; and
thou shalt know the Lord of Hosthath sentme
unto you. For who hathdespisedthedayofsmall

things? For they shall rejoice and shall see
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel,with
those seven.

(At conclusion of reading, EKcellent High
Priest gives signalfor Royal ArchCaptainand
Captain of the Host to returnto their seats).

EHP — My Brethren,we are gladto seeyou return
a~d tr u st that it is not without having made
someimportantdiscoveries.

PSJ — (Advancing with candidatesand forming a
line facingGrandCouncil) ExcellentHigh Priest,
we repaired to the placeas directedwherewe
wrought diligently for four days without dis-
coveringanythingof importanceexceptpassing
the ruins of several columnsof the different
orders of architecture.On the fifth day, still
pursuing our labors, we cameto what was at
first supposedto be impenetrablerock, but one
of my companionsstriking it with a crow-bar,
it returneda hollow sound,upon which we re-
doubledour assaultandafter removingsomeof
the rubbish found it to resemblethe tip of an
arch, in the vortex of which wasastone, having
upon it certaincharacterswhich by the lapseof
time are nearly effaced. Night drawingon, we
haverepairedwith It to the GrandCouncil.

EHP — Comp. Captainof the Host,presentit.
(Principal Sojourner takes stone from candi-
datesandhandsit to Captainof the Host.) (Cap-
tain of the Host presentsstone to Excellent
High Priest).

EHP — (Takesstonefrom Captainof the Host, ex-
amines it, then hands it to the King, then to
the Scribe). (All threeconfer).TheGrandCoun-
cil are of the opinion that the stone is the Key-
stoneof an Arch, andwroughtbyaMark Master
Mason; and from the position in which it was
found,will leadto other importantdiscoveries.
Are you willing on the morrow to penetratethis
Arch in searchof treasure?
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PSJ — Although the task will beattendedwith diffi-
culty andperhapsdanger,yet we arewilling to
promoteso noble andglorious a work.

EHP — Then returnto your labors,brethren,and
may the God of your Fathersbewithyou. (Prin-
ciple Sojourner and candidatesreturnthrough
Vails to ruins.)

(Vails remainseated.)
PSJ — (At ruins andspeakingto candidates)When

our ancient brethrenreturnedto the sceneof
their labors,they widenedthe apertureanddis-
covered a vault. On of them descendedinto the
vault anddiscoveredthreesquares.

(Alter making discovery, the Principal So-
journerhandsthem to oneof thecandidates,
Principal Sojourner and candidatesreturn
by way of the vails.) (Tools left at ruins.)

PSJ— (At first Vail) rrr—rrr—r.
M1V — Who comes here?
PSJ — Workmanfrom the ruins, with discoveries.

(The sameannouncementis passedon to the
ExcellentHigh Priestasbefore.)(Andtheorder
to let them enter is returnedasbefore)

M1V — Enter.
(Principal Sojournerleadscandidatesin single
file throughVails andenterSanctuary,but are
haltedfromproceedingfurtherby theRoyalArch
Captainand the Captainof theHost,by extending
their swords in front of them as Scribe begins
to read.)

Scribe — (Readingfrom Scroll) in that daywill I
raise up the Tabernacleof David that is fallen,
and close up the breachesthereof; and I will
raise up his ruins; and I will build it as in the
daysof old.~’

(At conclusion of reading, Excellent High
Priest gives signal for Royal Arch Captain
and Captain of the Host to return to their
stations.)

EHP — My Brethren,we aregladto seeyou return
and trust it is not without having made some
importantdiscovery.

PSJ— (Principal Sojournerandcandidatesadvance
and form line facingGrandCouncil.)

PSJ — Excellent High Priest we repaired to the
placeasbefore,afterremovingsomemoreof the
stoneto widenthe aperture,we placeda cable-
tow seventimes around the body of oneof my
companionsto assisthim in descendingand it
wasagreed,that shouldthe placebecomeoffen-
sive, eithertohealthor strength,heshouldshake
it to the right to ascend.If hewishedto descend
further, he should shakeit to the left. in this
mannerhe descended,andaftersomeconsider-
able search, found thesethree squares.The
place then becomingoffensiveby reasonof the
moist air which hadbeenlong confined, hegave
the signal to ascend.With the squareswehave
repairedto the GrandCouncil.

EHP — Comp. Captain of the Host,presentthem.
(Principal Sojournertakessquaresfromcandi-
datesandhandsthem totheCaptainof the Host.)
(Captain of the Host presentsthe squaresto
ExcellentHigh Priest.)

EHP — (Takes them from the Captain of the Host
andexaminesthem, thenhandsthemtotheKing,
then to the Scribe, thenthe threeconfer.) The
Grand Council is of the opinionthat theseare
Past MastersJewelsandprobablyworn by our
ancientGrandMasters, Solomon,King of Israel,
Hiram, King of Tyre, andHiramAbiff, andfrom
the place in which theywerefound,will lead to
other importantdiscoveries.Are you willing to
penetrate the Arch in search of treasure?

PSJ— Althoughthe task will beattendedwith great
difficulty and perhaps danger, yet, we are
willing, evenat the risk of ourlives,to promote
so noble andglorious awork.
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EHP — Then repair to your labors,andbeassured
that your valuable labors shall not go unre-
warded.

(Principal Sojourner and candidatesreturn
through Vails toruins.) (Vails remainseated)

PSJ — (At ruins and speakingto candidates)Our
ancient brethren again repaired to the vault,
where one of them descended as before. Mter
considerable search he founda Casket.

(Mter making discoveryPrincipal Sojourner
gives Casketto candidatesto carry. Princi-
pal Sojourner andcandidatesreturnby way
of Vails.) (Tools are left at ruins.)

PSJ— (At first Vail) rrr—rrr—r.
MIV — Who comeshere?
PSJ — Workmen from the ruins with discoveries.
MIV — (To M2V) Workmen from the ruins with

discoveries.
(The sameannouncementis passedthrough
the Vails as before.)
(The sameorder to let them enter is made
as before.)

MIV — Enter.
(Principal Sojourner and candidatesin single
file pass through Vails as before and form a
line facingGrandCouncil.)

EHP — My Brothers,we are pleasedto seeyou
return, and as we perceiveit is not without
having made an important discovery.

PSJ — Excellent High Priest, we repairedto the
place as before, when one of my companions
descendedas before,the sun having arisen to
Meridian directed its rayswith such reflecting
splendor into the inner—most recesses of the
Arch, that he was enabledto discover in the
easternmostpart thereof,apedestalorcubical
form, on which resteda Casket,overlaidwith
Gold havingon its tip and sidescertainmyster-
ious characters.Availing himself of the treas-
ure, he gavethe signalto ascend.On ascending

he found his hand involuntarily placed In this
posItion, (Shadeseyes with hand) to guardhis
eyes from the intense light and heat which
assailedhim from above.With this treasurewe
haverepairedto the GrandCouncil.

EHP — Comp. Captainof the Host, placeit on the
pedestal.

(Captain of the Host returns sword, takes
Casket from candidatesand places it upon
pedestalwith charactersfacing west; re-
turns to station andseated.)

EHP — (Council risesand examinesCasket)Comp.
Principal Sojournerhasthis beenopened?

PSJ — It has not.
EHP — Comp. Captainof the Hostassistin open-

Ing it.
(Captain of the HostopensCasketby giving
three raps with gavel on eachend of cover
andin the middle. Removescoverandplaces
it at base of pedestalfacing candidates.)
(Returns to stationand seated.)

EHP — (Takes out pot, examines it, replaces it in
Casket; then takes out rod anddoesthe same;
then takes out Scroll, examines it and begins
to read:)

“In the beginning God created the Heaven
andthe Earth,andtheearthwaswithoutform
and void; and darknesswas uponthe deep.
And the spirit of Godmovedupon the face of
the waters,and God said,let therebelight,
andtherewaslight.”

And it came to pass,when Moses had
made an end of the writing, thesewords in
abook, until theywerefinished,thathecom-
mandedthe Leviteswhich baretheArk of the
Covenantof the Lord, saying,Takethis Book
of the Law andput it in theside of the Ark of
the Covenantof the Lord your God, that it
may be there for a witness against thee.

Scribe — Is not that the Book of the Law?
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King — It appearsto be the book of the Law.
EHP — This is the Book of the Law, long lost, now

found. Let us ascribe Holiness unto the Lord.
(Rerolls Scroll anddrawsit acrossforehead
from left to right, in imitation of duegard
and sign, three times and repeatingeach
time “Holiness to the Lord”). (Thenhands
Scroll t9 King who does the same; then to
the Scribe who also doesthesame,and hands
it backto the ExcellentHigh Priest.)

EHP — Thisbook of thelaw, lostto us in our dark-
ness in Babylon, God has now beenpleasedto
restore. It is the record of the revealedwill,
and is the sacramentand symbolof the living
word of God, by whom all thingsweremade. Let
us therefore,from the wisdomvouchsafedtous,
walk worthily in the light he hascausedtoshine
about us.

EHP — (Unrolling Scroll andresumesreading:—

“And thoushallput the mercyseatabove,upon
the Ark; and in the Ark thou shaltput the testi-
mony that I shall give thee.”

And Moses said, this is the thing which the
Lord commandeth,Fill an omerof the mannato
be kept for your generations;that they may see
the breadwherewith Ihavefedyouinthewilder-
ness,when I broughtyou forth from the land of
Egypt. And Moses said unto Aaron, takeapot
andput anomer full of mannatherein,andlay it
up before the Lord to be kept for your genera-
tions. As the Lord commandedMoses,soAaron
laid it up beforethe testimonytobekept.”

(Excellent High Priest takes pot out of
Casketandhandsit to Scribe).

Scribe — (Examining Pot) Is this not the Pot of
Manna?(HandsPotto King).

King — (Examining Pot) This appearsto bethe Pot
of Manna.

(Handsit to ExcellentHigh Priest.)

EHP — This is an imitation of the Pot of Manna
which Moses by divine commandlaid up In the
side of the Ark asamemorialof the miraculous
manner in which the children of Israel were
suppliedwith this article of food for forty years
in thewilderness.

(PlacesPot in Casketandresumesreading
from Scroll)

“And the Lord said untoMoses,bring Aaron’s
rod againbeforethe testimonyto bekept for a
token.”

(Excellent High Priest takes out rod, ex-
aminesit andhandsIt to Scribe).

Scribe — Examiningrod, Is this not Aaron’s rod?
(Handsit to King).

King — (Examining Rod), This appearsto be
Aaron’s rod, (Hands rod to Excellent High
Priest.)

EHP — This is an imitation of Aaron’s rod which
budded, blossomedand yIelded almondsin a
single night, while laid up before the testimony
In the Tabernacle of the Congregation.(Re-
placesrod in Casket).

EHP — (Turningto King andScribeandindicating
Casket) Is this not a true copy of the Ark of
the Covenant?

Scribe — (Examining Casket) It appearsto be a
copyof the Ark of the Covenant.

King — (ExaminingCasket) No doubtabout it.

EHP — This copy of the Ark of the Covenantwhich
was the sacred symbol of the divine presence
amongthe children of Israel; so long as they
were obedient to the voice of God. And may we
so walk beforehim in Holinessof life that this
copy of the Ark may be a suresymbolof His
presencewith us.

(Replaces Scroll in Ark and discovers a
parchmenton which are mysteriouschar-
acters)
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(Takes up parchment,examinesIt andhands
it to Scribe).

Scribe — (ExaminesParchment)Is this nota Key?
(HandsParchmentto King.)

King — (ExaminesParchment) It appearsto be a
Key, (Handsit to ExcellentHigh Priest). (Re-
places cover on Ark.)

EHP — This mustbe akeyto the chal7acterson the
sidesand top of the Ark.

(Grand Council confer and compare key with
characterson side andtop of Ark.)

Scribe — Do not thesecharacterscorrespondwith
thoseon the Ark?

King — They appearto correspondwith thoseon
the Ark.

EHP — They do, and their meaning is clear,but
fail to understandthe significance of thoseon
the sides of the triangle. Let us seekfurther
light in the book of the Law.

(King lifts cover from Ark, ExcellentHigh
PriesttakesoutScroll,King replacescover.)

ill’

ESP — (Readingfrom Scroll “And God spakeunto
Moses and said unto him, I am the Lord, and I
appearedunto Abraham unto Isaac, and unto
Jacobby the nameof God Almighty. But by my
name Jehovahwas I not knownto them.”

EHP — (PlacesScroll andkeyonthetop of Ark and
comparescharacterson thetriangle, usingleft
index finger, reads slowly, lettering only.)

EH HAV EH HAJ (From righttoleft)

H V H J (From left to right)

HAJ MO LEB (From right to left)

A 0 E (From left to right)

J E El 0 V A H (From left to right; pauseat
end of eachsyllable)

J E H 0 VAH(From left to right; completes
the word)

EHP — (Raising right hand) At last, thelong lost
Mastersword.

(Gives rrr, all stand and give signof fidelity)
EHP — CompanionCaptain of the Host, Seat the

Ark within the Sanctuary.
(Captainof the HostplacesArk on pedestal
standing betweenAltar of incenseand the
East.) (Returns to station and is seated).

Companions — (Sing).

ROYALARCHODE

Joy, the sacred law is found, Now the Temple
stand complete,

Gayly let us gather round where the pontiff
holds its seat

Now he spreadsthevolume wide, openingforth
Its leavestoday

And the monarch by his side, Gazeson the
bright display.

Joy the secretvault is found, full the sunbeams
fall within pointing darkly underground.To
thetreasurewewould win.

They havebrought it forth to light. And again
cheersthe earth;

All its leavesarepurely bright. Shiningin their
newestworth.

This shall be the sacredmark,whichshallguide
us to the skies

Bearing, like a Holy Ark, all the hearts who
love to rise.

This shall be thecornerstonewhichthebuilders
threw away.

But was found the only onefitted for the Archs
stay.

PRAYER

EHP — (Recitesthe following Prayer):
Most glorious andmerciful God, we humbly
thank thee for preserving and bringing to
light the lost Mastersword; for our fathers
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havedeclaredunto us the sacrednesswith
which Thy Most Holy Namewasworshipped
and adored in their day andin the old days
beforethem, sodirectsanctifyandgovernus
that we may ever rememberthat our Holy
Order is foundedupon the honor andglory of
thy Greatand SacredName: — Amen.

Companions— (Responding)Amen, Amen, Amen,
So Mote it be.

EHP — (r) (All areseated)My Brothers,this parch-
ment Is the key tothecharactersonthe Ark, and
on the sidesof the Triangle. We decipherthose
on the sides of the Ark to be the initials of the
namesof our threeancientGrandMasters,Solo-
mon King of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre, and
Hiram Abiff, togetherwith the year of deposit,
andthoseon the sidesof the Triangle,to bethe
names of Deity in the languageof the Gentiles.

II

J ,intheSyriac;B
in the Chaldean,and 0 , in the
Egyptian.This word in thecenterof the Triangle
consisting of the four Hebrew characters,we
find to be the ancientTetragramaton,the great
and sacredNameof God, the long LostMasters
word, which was engravedthereonto preserve
the true pronunciationof the Greatand Sacred
Name.

In accordancewith the assurancethat your
labors would not go unrewarded, the Grand
Council will now descendandinvestyouwiththe
august secrets of the Holy Royal Arch. The
Captainof the Host, Principal Sojourner, and
Royal Arch Captain will assist. This (giving it)
is the duegard of Royal Arch Mason. It alludes
to the position in which the brother found his
hand involuntarilyplacedon ascendingthearch
to guard his eyes from the intenselight which
assailedhim from above.

This (giving it) is the sign. It alludesto a
portion of the penalty of the obligation thatof
having your skull smote off.

This (giving it) duegardand sign (giving it)
shouldalwaysbe givenasasalutationtothe Ex-
cellent High Prieston enteringor retiringfrom
aChapterof Royal Arch Masons.

This (giving it) is the GrandHailing Signor
sign of distressof RoyalArch Mason.It alludes
to the additional portion of the penaltythatof
havingyour brainsexposedtothescorchingrays
of the noon day sun, should you violate your
solemnobligationof RoyalArch Mason.

The pass which will be demandedof you by
oneof the officers at theopeningofaChapterof
Royal Arch Masons, or at the door is

We will now communicateto
you the GrandRoyal Arch Word andthe Great
And Sacred Name. Form in groupsof three.
— — Advanceyour rightfeetandformadeltaor
triangle. — Extendyour left handas if aboutto
give the signof EnteredApprentice,andgrasp
the left wrist of the Companionon your right.
Raiseyour right handandgraspthe right wrist
of the Companionon your left. This is calleda
living arch.

Rememberyou havesolemnlyswornthatyou
would not communicatethe Grand RoyalArch
Word in any other mannerthat in which you
might receiveit. — Repeatafterme: — We three
do agree, in peace, love andunity, the sacred
word to search;We threedid agree,in peace,
love and unity, the sacredword to keep;sowe
threedo now agree,in peace,love andunity, to
raisethe Royal Arch.

The GrandRoyalArch word is composedof
the nameof Deity inthreelanguages,theSyriac,
the Chaldee,and theEgyptian. ____ _____

in the Syriac, _____ _____intheChaldee,
_____ ____ in the Egyptian.
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Thesesyllablesare to be given threetimes
aroundunderthe RoyalArchandoveratriangle,
from right to left, eachCompanioninsuccession
commencingso that the word is given three
times.

Battery threetimesthree (Done). Raisethe
Arch (Done).— Give thewordandlowerthe arch.
(Done) — This word is toa~lwaysbe~given in this
mannerat the openingof a Royal ArchChapter.

Remember, you have also solemnly sworn
that you would not impart the Great and Sacred
Name savein that reverentialposturein which
the samemight be communicatedto you.

The nameis composedof threesyllables;the
first ispronouncedJE, thesecondispronounced
H 0, andthird is pronouncedV A H. Thesesyl-
lablesareto be given threetimesaroundunder
the RoyalArch andovera triangle, in the same
manneras theGrandRoyalArchWord.Preserv-
ing the positionof your right foot, kneelon your
left knee Raisethe arch (Done)—
Give the word and lower the arch (Done) —

Thereare also threeletterswhich compose
the English name of Deity, the first is G, the
secondis O,andthethirdisD.Theselettersare
to be given in the samemanneras the Great
and SacredName.Raisethe arch (Done)— Give
the letters and lower the arch (Done) — —

Battery three times three (Done) — — Rise.
(Grand Council returns to stations in the
East.)

EHP — My brothers,up to this time you havebeen
addressed,and have addressedeachother by
the title of brothersor brethren.You will now
be calledCompanions.

My companionsyou will now be clothedas
Royal Arch Masons.

(Captain of the Host or some designated
Companion invest the brethren with Royal
Arch Aprons.)

APRON LECTURE

My Companions, I now presentyou with the
apronof a RoyalArch Mason.Itscolor is white,
embroideredin red, symbolizing the purity of
your intentions and the fervencyand zealthat
shouldactuateyou in the performanceof every
duty in promotingthe noble andgloriousworkof
building the Temple of your life, and in your
laborsfor all mankind. The Triple Tauinatri-
angle,within a circle is theemblemof emblems
of a Royal Arch Mason, typifying the Sacred
Name,the Author of Eternal Life. It is worn as
amarkof distinction,separatinguswho knowand
worship the true Name from thosewho are
ignorant of this augustmystery. May you wear
it asonewho, knowingandbelieving,mayfind it
the highest hope and faith ever given to man.

(Candidatesare now seatedby Excellent
High Priest.)

HISTORICAL LECTURE
My companions,the mysteriesof theHoly Royal

Arch arefoundedupontheGreatandSacredNameof
God, that namewhichwe asRoyalArchMasonsare
taught to reverenceaboveall others.This degree
bringsto light many valuabletreasuresof thecraft
after they hadlain buriedindarknessfor the period
of 470 years, themost importantof which are the
long lost master’s word andthe Book of the Law.

The Holy Royal Arch is the completionandful-
fillment of the MasterMasonDegree,for hereinis
receivedthe suprememysterioussymbolwhichwas
therelost.

The ceremoniesof this degreearedesignedto
portray thehistoricalandlegendaryeventconnected
with the recoveryof the masonic treasuresupon
which this degreeis founded.Mter Cyrushadissued
his proclamationliberating the Children of Israel,
the principal people of the tribes of Judahand
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Benjamin togetherwith the priestsof the Levites
departed immediately for Jerusalemwhere they
erected a Tabernacle near the ruins of King Solo-
mon’s Temple. In theSanctuarytheysetupthe altar
and there the GrandCouncil consistingof Joshua,
High Priest, Zerubbabel, King, and Hagai, the
Scribe, held their convocations.

Among thoseleft behincflnBabylonwerethreeof
our ancientbrothers, who afterwards went up to
Jerusalemto assistin rebuilding the Houseof the
Lord. ThesethreeSojournerswhomyouhaverepre-
sented, discovered and brought to light certain
treasuresof inestimablevaluetothecraft,andasa
rewardwere exaltedto be the Mastersof the Vails.
Thesetreasuresowe their profoundmasonicsig-
nificanceto a seriesofcircumstancesandeventsof
which you havehada partial accountin the Master
Masondegree.

You will rememberthat Grand MasterHiram
Abiff was slain for refusing to give the Masters
Word. The reasonwhy he could not do so is now
obvious, for accordingto the Hebrew law no one
alonewaspermitted to pronounceit excepttheHigh
Priest, of Israel, and he only within the Holies of
Holies. As the personalnameof Godwasconsidered
by the Hebrews too sacredtobeuttered,it wasthe
practice to syllable the Word, J H V H, meaning
our Lord, wheneverthe Tetragrammatonwa~ tobe
spoken.

When the first Temple was destroyedby the
Chaldeans,it is probablethat the Ark of the Cove-
nant was also destroyed,but masonicinformation
informs usthatbeforethecompletionof theTemple,
King Solomonbuilt a secretvault undertheSanctu-
ary, where our GrandMastersheld their meeting
andenteredinto a solemncovenantneverto give the
MastersWord unlessthey three were present and
agreed.In this secretvault theydepositeda copy of
the Ark of the Covenantandplacedwithin it imi-

tations of the pot of mannaand Aaron’s rod, and
also the Book of the Law.

Mter the death of Grand Master Hiram Abiff
this secret vault was closedwith all its sacred
treasures.King Solomonthensubstitutedaword for
that which was lost, and that substituteword you
receivedin the MasterMasonDegree.Andyouwill
also rememberthat King Solomonvaguelyexpress-
ed the hope that the wisdomof future generations
might discover and bring to light the true word.
Thathopeyou haveat lastseenrealized.

(The following maybe demonstratedby theHigh
Priestor somedesignatedCompanion)
This word (indicating) which you seeenclosed

within the triangle is the ancientTetragrammaton
which is composedof four Hebrew characters,
namely from right to left, JAH HE VAH HE, cor-
respondingin our languageto JH V H, andcannot
be pronouncedas onewordwithouttheaidofvowels
which are supplied by those contained in the
Chaldeic, the Egyptian, and the Syriac namesof
Deity,whichwere engravedon thethreesidesof the
triangle. In the Chaldeicnameof Deity BEL is the
vowel E, in the EgyptianOM is the vowel 0, andin
the Syriac JAH, the vowel A. By placing these
vowels in their properpositionsin the Tetragram-
maton, gives usthe true pronunciationof theGreat
and SacredName.

The key to themysteriouscharacterspertaining
to this degree,andwhich you havesolemnlysworn
never to unlawfully reveal, and to immediately
destroywhen the samehas servedits purpose,is
thus explained. This key consistsof six straight
lines bisecting each other at right angles. The
figures thusformed,andwith the additionof a dot,
form twenty-six distinctcharacters,corresponding
with the twenty—sixlettersof the Englishalphabet,
asfollows:
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A
This is the correct arrangementof the Royal

Arch key, as may be notedbycomparingit with the
characterson the sides and baseof the triangle.

WORKING TOOLS
The Working Tools of a RoyalArch Mason, in

addition to the Crow Bar, Picka.xe,and Spadeare
the Square and Compasses,which have been
presentedto your view in every degreeof Masonry
throughwhich you havepassed.

The squareteachesus, as RoyalArch Masons,
that God has madeall things square,upright and
perfect. The compassesare used by operative
masonsto describecircles. All the parts of the
circumferenceof a circle are equallynearto the
center.The circle, therefore, is astrikingemblem
of the relation in which the creaturestandsto his
Creator. For, as all the partsofthecircumference
of acircle are equallyneartoits center, soare all
creatureswhom God has madeequallynearto him.

(Note) Optional Use

THE EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE
The Equilateralor perfecttriangle wasadopted

by the ancientsasa symbolof theDeity — embrac-
ing in himself thethree stagesof time — the Past,
the Present,and the Future. Among the Hebrews
a yod, or point in the centerof an equilateraltri-
anglewas oneof themodesof expressingthe incom-
municablenameof For this reason,

the numberthreehasalwaysbeenheldinhigh esti-
mation by the Fraternity. We find it pervadingthe
whole ritual. There are three degreesin ancient
craft masonry,threeprincipal officers of a lodge,
threesupports,threeornaments,threegreaterand
three lesser lights, three movable andthreeim-
movablejewels,threeprincipal tenets,threerounds
of Jacob’sladder, threeworking tools of a Fellow-
Craft, threeprincipal ordersof architecture,three
important human senses, three ancient Grand
Masters.The secretsof a MasterMason,or Mas-
ters word, werethreetimes demandedby thethree
ruffians atthethreegates,andthebodyof our Grand
MasterHiram Abiff was buriedthreetimes.

In short, theallusionto thetrianglemaybefound
wherever we turn our stepsin Freemasonry.It is
held in still higher estimation by all Royal Arch
Masons. There are threeprincipal officers who
composethe Council, three Mastersof the Vails,
three — and only three — can be exalted at the
sametime; therewere threedepositsin the Ark;
our Altar is trianglar, our jewelsare triangular,
andonly overa triangleformedbyplacingour hands
and feet in a triangular position, can the Grand
Royal Arch Word be communicated,or impart the
Greatand Sacred Name.

ROYAL ARCH BANNER

The Royal Arch Banner which shouldbe display-
ed in every Chapter of Royal ArchMasons,is com-
posed of the four standardsusedto distinguishthe
four principal tribes of the childrenof Israel, who
bore their banners through the wilderness, namely
Judah, Reuben, Ephraim and Dan; and undereachof
thesestandardswereassembledthreetribes. There
were,consequently,four divisions,withthreetribes
in eachnumbering150,000making 600,000fighting
men or men of war. They marchedin a hollow
square in traveling throughthe wildernessinorder
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to guard and protecton every side the sacredArk of
the Covenant.The escutcheonor shield on the banner
is divided into four compartmentsby a green cross
over which a narrow one of yellow is placed.On each
compartment formed by the limbs of the cross is
delineated the peculiar emblem of one of thesetribes,
to wit: in the first quarter,a golden lion on a field of
blue, representingJudah; in the second,a man on a
field of purple representing Reubin; in the third, a
black Ox on a field of gold representingEphrainand
in the fourth, a golden eagle on a field of white
representingDan. Each of these is a componentpart
of the hieroglyphic of the Cherubim,which represents
the children of Israel; and they teach us that, in the
erection of our second temple of “Holiness to the
Lord” as well as in the prosecutionof every greatand
important undertaking, we should display, as did our
ancient brethren in the erection of the first temple,
the strength and boldnessof the lion, the patienceof
the ox, the swiftnessof the eagle,and the intelligence
of an upright and perfect man. As a crest, the banner
is surmountedby the Ark of the Covenant,guarded
by two Cherubim, with their wings touching in the
center.

LECTURE

Q. Are you a Royal Arch Mason?
A
Q. How shall I know you to be a Royal Arch Mason?
A. By threetimes threeundera living arch and over

a triangle
Q. Why in that manner?
A. Because in that manner only can the principal

secretsof this degreebe communicated.
Q. Where were you madea RoyalArch Mason?
A. In a legally constituted and duly opened Chapter

of Royal Arch Masons assembledin a place
representing the Tabernacle erected by our

ancient brethren near the ruins of King
Solomon’s Temple.

Q. How many composea Chapterof Royal Arch
Masons?

A. Nine or more.
Q. When composedof only nine who are they?
A. High Priest, King, Scribe, Captainof the Host,

Principal Sojourner,Royal Arch Captain,and
the threeMastersof the Vails.

Q. Whom do the first threerepresent?
A. Joshua,Zerubbabel,and Haggai, who composed

the first grandMasonicCouncil assembledat
Jerusalemand held their meetings In the
Tabernacle.

Q. Whom do the lastthreerepresent?
A. Those threeof our ancientbrethren who dis-

covered and brought to light the principal
secrets of this degree after they had lain
buried in darkness fromthedeathof our Grand
Master Hiram Abiff until the building of the
second Temple, and as a reward for their
valuable service were appointedMastersof
the Vails.

How many vails werethere?
Four.
To what do the four vails allude?
To the four principle tribes of thechildrenof

Israel who bore their bannersthrough the
wilderness,namely,Judah,Reuben,Ephraim,
and Dan, whose emblemswerethe Lion, the
Man, the Ox, andthe Eagle.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q. What do thesebanners emblematicallyteach?
A. That when engagedin the pursuitof Truth, the

greatobjectof Masonic study,weshouldhave
the courage of the lion, the intelligence of
man,the patienceof the Ox, andtheswiftness
of the eagle.

Q. How were you preparedto be made a Royal
Arch Mason?
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A. Coat removed,hood—winked,acable-towseven
timesaroundmybody,andclothedasaMaster
Mason.

Q. Whomwere you caused to represent?
A. Oneof the threeweary sojournerswho returned

to Jerusalemto assistin the rebuildingofthe
Houseof the Lord.

Q. By what meansdid you makeyo~irself knownto
your brethren?

A. By the word and signs given by the Lord unto
Moses, first at the Burning Bush andagain
when he commandedhim to leadthe Children
of Israel out of Egypt.

Q. What wasthat word?
A
Q. What wasthe first sign?
A. Castinghis rod on the ground
Q. What wasthe secondsign?
A. Puttinghis handinto his bosom
Q. What wasthe third sign?
A. Pouringwater upon the dry land.
Q. Have you any signs belonging to this degree?
A. I have several.
Q. Showme a sign. (Done) What is that?
A. The duegardof aRoyalArch Mason.
Q. To what doesit allude?
A. To the position in which I found my hand in-

voluntarily placed when ascendingthe arch.
Q. Show inc another sign? (Done) What is that?
A. The sign of aRoyalArch Mason.
Q. To what doesIt allude?
A. To aportionof the penaltyof theobligation that

of having my skull smoteopen.
Q. Show me another sign (Done). What Is that?
A. The GrandHailing Signor Signof Distress.
Q. To what doesIt allude?
A. To the additionalpenaltyof the obligation, that

of havingmy brainsexposedto the scorching
rays of the noondaysun, should I violatemy
solemnobligation of RoyalArch Mason.

I Q. Have you any words belonging to this degree?
A. I havethosebelongingtotheMastersof the Vails.
Q. How manyvails werethere?
A. Three
Q. What are the words of the Master of the First

Vail?
A. H, S, andJ.
Q. Wh~t arethe wordsof the Masterof the Second

Vail?
A. M, and A, and B.
Q. What are the wordsof the Masterof the Third

Vail?
A. J, Z, andH.
Q. What is the motto of all Royal Arch Masons?
A. Holiness To The Lord.

ADDRESS TO CANDIDATES

My Companions,you havenow receivedall the
instructionthat pertainsto our noblecraft.

You haveascendedby regulargraduationsto the
summitof our sublimeandroyal art.

You havebeenconductedaroundtheoutercourts
of the temple,viewedits beautifulproportions, its
massive pillars, Its starry—deckedcanopy, its
Mosaicpavement,its lights, jewels, andfurniture.

You have been introduced into the middle
chamber,andlearned,by theexampleof ourancient
brethren,to reverencethe Sabbathday, andtokeep
it holy.

You haveenteredtheunfinishedSanctumSancto-
rium andthere,in theintegrityandinflexible fidelity
of the illustrious Tyrian, witnessedan exampleof
firmness and fortitude never surpassedin the
history of man.

You havewroughtin the quarries,andexhibited
suitable specimensof your skill, and havebeen
taught how to receive, in a proper manner,your
Masonicwages.
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You haveregularlypassedthechair,andlearned
Its importantduties — a knowledgeof which can
alone qualify you to presideover the sonsof light.

You have been present, and assisted at the com-
pletion anddedicationof our mystictemple;andfor
your zeal and fidelity to the Craft, havereceived
the congratulatorytitle of Most ExcellentMaster.

You havenow witnessed~themoul7nfuldesolation
of Zion, the sackand destructionof the city and
templecontainedin the Holy of Holies.

You have seenthechosenpeopleof God forced
by a foreign despotfrom the pleasantgrovesand
peaceful vineyards of their native Israel, and
dragged into captivity on the banks of the (aroff
Euphrates.

But you haveseenthoseafflicted sonsof Zion
visited, in the darkestnightof their adversity,by
a peaceful light from heaven,which guided them
over rough and ruggedroadsto the sceneof their
former glory.

You have seenthem enabledby the signetof
Eternal Truth, to pass the vails that interposed
betweenthem andtheir fondesthopes.

You haveseenthem successfullyengagedin the
greatand gloriouswork of rebuilding the houseof
the Lord.

And finally, you haveseenthe sacredtreasures
of the first templebroughtto light, andtheblessed
book restored to the longing eyes of the devout
Israelites to be the rule andguide — the comfort
and support — of the peopleof God throughoutall
futuretime.

And, my companions,if, in all thesethings,you
haveseenonly a seriesof unmeaningrites — if the
spirit of truth has not applied to yeur heartsthe
morals of theseceremonies,— then, indeed, have
we laboredin vain,andyouhavespentyour strength
for naught.

But, I am persuadedto believebetterthingsof
you. I trust that you haveenteredinto the spirit of

these solemnceremonies,and understandthe full
import of these interesting symbols; that all the
forms and ceremonies through which you have
passed,from the momentyou first trod the outer
courts of the templeuntil yourfinal receptionwithin
the vails, haveimpresseddeeplyon yourmindsthe
great fundamentalprinciples of our time-honored
institution; for then, and only then, canyou justly
claim the noble nameof Mason;then,andonly then,
can you feel that friendship, that union, that zeal,
andthat purity of heart,which shouldactuateevery
one who would appropriateto himself the proud
title of aworkmanthatneedethnotto be ashamed.

CHARGED TO THE CANDIDATES

My Companions,by the consentandassistance
of the membersof this Chapteryouarenow exalted
to the sublimeandhonorabledegreeof RoyalArch
Mason. The rites andmysteriesdevelopedin this
degreehavebeen handeddown, through a chosen
few, unchangedby time, anduncontrolledbypreju-
dice; andwe expectandtrust they will be regarded
by you with the sameveneration,andtransmitted
with the samescrupulouspurity toyour successors.

No onecan reflect on the ceremoniesof gaining
admissioninto this Holy Placewithoutbeingforcibly
struck with the importantlessonswhichtheyteach.
Here we are necessarilyled to contemplate,with
gratitude and admiration, the sacredsourcefrom
whenceall earthlycomforts flow. Herewe find ad-
ditional inducementsto continuesteadfastandim-
movable in the dischargeof our respectiveduties;
and here we are boundby the mostsolemnties to
promote each other’s welfare and correct each
others failings, by advice, admonition, and re-
proof.

As it is our earnestdesire,andadutywe owe to
our companionsof this Order, thattheadmissionof
everycandidateinto this Chaptershouldbeattended
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by the approbationof the mostscrutinizingeye,we
hope always to possessthe satisfactionof finding
noneamongusbutsuchaswill promote,to the ut-
mostof their power,thegreatendof our institution.
By paying due attention to this determination,we
expect you will neverrecommendany candidateto
this Chapter,whoseabilities andknowledgeof the
precedingdegreesyou cannotfreely vouchfor, and
whom you do not firmly andconfidentlybelievewill
fully conform to the principles of our Order, and
fulfill the obligationsof a Royal Arch Mason.While
suchare our members,we mayexpect to be united
in one object, without luke—warmness,inattention,
or neglect,but zeal,fidelity, andaffection,will be
the distinguishingcharacteristicsof our society;
and that satisfaction, harmony, andpeacemay be
enjoyed at our meetingswhich no other society
canafford.

EHP — This concludesthisdegree.You arenow en-
titled to all the rights andprivilegesof Royal
Arch Masons.You will repair to the deskof the
Secretary,andon signingyour namestotheBy-
Laws, will becomemembersof this Chapter,
afterwhich you will take seatsamongtheCom-
panions.

(After completionof any otherbusiness,the
ExcellentHigh Priestwill proceedto close.)

CLOSING

EHP — (r) Comp. CH, I am about to closethis
Chapter. Inform the Sentinelanddirect him to
guardaccordingly.

CH — (saluting) Comp. RAC, inform the Sentinel
that this Chapteris abouttoclose.Directhim to
guardaccordingly.

RAC — (Rising) (Carry sword) (Goesto door and
gives rrr—rrr—r)

SENTINEL — (Answers rrr—rrr—r) (Opensdoor)
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RAC — Comp. Sentinel,This Chapteris aboutto be
closed. Takeduenotice andguardaccordingly.

(Closesdoor and gives rrr—rrr—r)
SENTINEL — (Answerswith rrr—rrr—r)
RAC — (Returnsto station and saluting)Comp.CH,

The sentinel is at his postandthe Tabernacle
is securelyguarded.

CH — (saluting) EHP, your ordershavebeenduly
executed.

EHP — Seethat the Companionsform in groupsof
threefor the purposeof closing.

CH — (Sword at carry and facing Companions)
(Companions,form in groups of three for the
purposeof closing.)

(CH directsthe forming of groups,andwhen
completedforms the lastgroupwith the PSJ
and RAC)

CH — EHP — The groupsare formed.
EHP — The Council will descend.

(EHP, Krig and Scribe form group)

EHP — Repeatafter me.
As we three did agree, in pcace, love and

unity,
The sacredword to search,
So we threedo now agree,inpeace,love and

unity,
The SacredWord to keep,
Until we three, or threesuchaswe,
Shall with one accord,raise the RoyalArch.

Battery threetimesthree, and breakthe Arch.
(Done)

EHP — The Council will return.
(The Council returns to East, andofficers
return to stations)

EHP — Comp. PSJ, leadus in our devotions.
PSJ — (Goes to altar and recites the following

prayer)
By the wisdomof the SupremeHigh Priest,

may we be directed;
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1

By his strength, may we be enabled; and by
the beauty or virtue, may we be incited to
perform the obligations here enjoined
upon us, to keepinviolate the mysteries
unfoldedto us, andinvariable topractice
all thosedutiesout of the Chapterwhich
are inculcatedin it. AMEN

COMPANIONS — (Responding)Amen~, Amen,Amen,
So Mote It Be.

(PSJ gives duegardand sign, closesBible,
returnsto station)

EHP — (Recites the closing Charge:)
Companions, as we are aboutto quitthis sacred
Tabernacle,let usnot forgettheHoly Mysteries
here unfoldedto us, and the obligationswehave
so solemnly assumed.May we live in charity
and good will toward oneanother,and maythe
God of PeaceandLovedwellwithusandblessus.

END OF RAM DEGREE

EHP — Comp.CH, mow declare Chapter
No , erectedto God anddedicatedto
the memoryof Zerubbabel,duly closed. Inform
the Sentinel.

CH — (Saluting) Comp. RAC, inform the Sentinel.
(RAG andVails arise)

RAC — (Carry Sword) (Goesto door,Vails saluting
as he passes)(At door gives rrr—rrr—r)

SENTINEL — (Answersrrr—rrr-r and opensdoor)
RAC — Comp. Sentinel, the Chapter is closed.

(Door may be left open)
RAC — (Returning to station and saluting)Comp.

CH, The sentinel is informed.
CH — (Saluting) EHP, the Sentinel is informed.
EHP — (r)

The Chapternow duly closed, the Vails whose
duty it is under the direction of theRAC, should
seethat all regalia andparaphernaliaare col-
lectedand put safely away until againneeded.

OPENING FOR GRAND CONVOCATION

(A subordinate Chapter of the Jurisdiction
should,with dueandtimely notice,berequested
to opena Chapterof RoyalArch Masonsfor the
purpose of receiving the Grand Chapter. The
regular form of openingshouldbe observedand
cobtinuedasfollows:

EHP — (After batterythreetimesthree)TheCoun—
c[1 will return. (Council returns to the East)
(The Companionsremainstanding.)

EHP — (At East) CompanionCaptainof the Host,
it is my order that a Chapterof RoyalArch
Masonsbe now openedfor the purposeof re-
ceivingthe Most ExcellentGrandChapterof the

of

CH — (Carry sword)(FacingWest)It isthe order of
the ExcellentHigh PriestthataChapterofRoyal
Arch Masons be now opened for the purpose of
receiving the Most Excellent
GrandChapterof the of
Takedue notice andgovernyourselvesaccord-
ingly.

CH — (Returnto station)CompanionPrincipal So—
journer, attendat thealtar. (Principal Sojourner
goes to Altar; opens Bible at Ezra I; gives
duegardand sign; returnsto station.)

EHP — Attend to givingthe signs,observethe East.
(Signsfrom EnteredApprenticeup throughRoyal
Arch are given.)

EHP — (rrr—rrr—rrr) By the authorityvestedin me
andthisCharteremanatingfromtheMostExcel-
lent Grand Chapter, Holy Royal
Arch Masons,of the of
the Most Excellent GrandHigh
Priest now presiding, and in the name of the
Great I Am, I declarethis Chapter of Royal
Arch Masonsduly opened.CompanionCaptainof
the Host, inform the Sentinel.
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CH — (Saluting) CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
inform the Sentinel.

RAG — (Goesto outerdoor) rrr—rrr—r
SENTINEL — (Answers) (Opensdoor)
RAG — CompanionSentinel,this Chapterof Royal

Arch Masonsis now open.
RAG — (Closesdoor) rrr—rrr—r
SENTINEL — (Answers)rrr—rrr—r

RAC — (Returns to station, salutes)Companion
Captain of the Host, the Sentinel is informed.

CH — (Saluting) ExcellentHigh Priest, the Sentinel
is informed.

EHP — (r)

RECEPTION

(At the appointedtime, the GrandHigh Priest
and Grand Officers will assemble.The Grand
Captain of the Host shall be in chargeof all
processions,public and private, conductedby
the Grand Chapter. The Grand Captain of the
Host forms the Grand Officers accordingto
office, in a processionof two lines. Thefollow—
is suggested:

1. GrandChairmenof Committees:
2. Grand Sentinel GrandMasterof First

Vail
3. GrandMasterof SecondVail — GrandMaster

of Third Vail
4. ~rand Royal Arch Captain

GrandPrincipal Sojourner
5. GrandChaplain GrandC.C.F.C.
6. Grand Lecturer AssistantGrand

Lecturer
7. Grand Treasurer GrandSecretary
8. Grand Scribe Grand King
9. Grand High Priest .... DeputyGrandHigh

Priest

When the procession Is formed and ready, the
Grand Captain of the Host alarms the door of
the Chapter, and after being admitted, goesto
Altar, and makes the proper salutation.

GCH — ExcellentHigh Priest, ]bringyougreetings
from the Most Excellent Grand
Chapter,Holy RoyalArchMasons,of the

of , and inform you that
the Most Excellent Grand High Priest and
GrandOfficersare without, waiting to paytheir
respectsto this Chapterof RoyalArch Masons
andto convenethe AnnualGrand
Convocation.

EHP — Admit them properlyclothed.
GCH — (Returns to Ante—room) (Door left open)
EHP — (As processionenters) r—r—r
GCH — (Leadsprocessioninto ChapterRoom,and

conductsthem to Altar, where the lines open
and face inward. The Grand High Priest and
Deputy Grand High Priest at foot of line and
facingEast.)

GCH — (Presentsthe GrandOfficers to Excellent
High Priest, being careful to introduce each
officer by his proper title and pronouncehis
name correctly) Excellent High Priest, I
presentto you ExcellentCompanion

(Give Name)
, and Excellent

(Give Title)

Companion

(Give Name)

(Give Title)

(The Grand Officers presentedgo to Altar to-
gether, give proper salutation, and return to
their places.)In like mannertheGrandOfficers
may be presentedin pairs, if desired. After
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presentingGrand King and Grand Scribe, the
ExcellentHigh Priest immediatelyinvitesthem
to seatsin the Council. The DeputyGrandHigh
Priest and the Grand High Priest should be
presented alone and separately. The Grand
Captain of the Host escortsthem to the East.
The Grand Captain of the Host escortseach
officer to the East, andKreturns~to the lines.

EHP — (After appropriateresponseto salutation
of Grand High Priest) Excellent Companions,
assistin giving the GrandHonors.

(The Grand Honors are given with assist-
anceof the Companions.)
(The PresidingGrandHigh Priestonly should
be received with the Grand Honors. The
GrandHigh Priestbeingthe highestranking
officer in every Chapterof the Jurisdiction.
Therefore no one should be receivedwith
GrandHonors,excepttheGeneralGrandHigh
Priest, if the GrandChapteris a memberof
the General Grand Conference, while the
GrandHigh Priest is in the Tabernacle,un-
less the Grand High Priestrequeststhat it
be done. However, as an act of courtesy,
visiting GrandHigh Priestsmaybereceived
with Grand Honors. The Grand Honorsare
given only in a Chapter, and not while the
Chapter is at labor in any of the other de-
grees.

EHP — (After Grand Honors are given) You are
cordially and fraternally invited to a seatin the
Council and to presideover this Chapter.

GrandCaptainof theHostescortsGrandHigh
Priestto East.) (Excellent High Priest sur-
rendersgavel to Grand High Priest.) (The
gavel should not be extendedto any Grand
Officer who ~sconductedto the East, except
to the GeneralGrandHigh Priest, theGrand
High Priest, the Deputy GrandHigh Priest,
or their representatives.)
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GHP — (Accepts gavel, makes appropriate re-
sponse)(r) The Grand Officers taketheir re-
spectivestationsand places.

(TheGrandCaptain of the Hostwill seethat
all vacancies due to absences are filled.)

(The Grand High Priest proceedswith the
businessof the GrandChapter)(In the event
that the GrandConvocationlastsmorethan
oneday, the GrandChaptershouldremainin
continuoussession.At theappointedtimethe
GrandChapter is called from labor to re-
freshmentsuntil the next appointed time
when labor shall be resumed.)

(The Grand Chapter is not closeduntil the
endof the GrandConvocation.)

CLOSING

GHP — (r) Companion GrandCaptainof the Host,
I am aboutto closethis Grand
Convocationof the Most Excellent
GrandChapter,Holy RoyalArch Masons,of the

of
GCH — (Carry swordandsteppingtocenterEastof

Altar) ExcellentCompanions,the Grand High
Priest is about to close this
GrandConvocationof theMostExcellent

GrandChapter,Holy Royal Arch Masons,
of the of Take
due notice and govern yourselves accordingly.

GHP — Attend to givingthesigns.Observethe East.
(Signs are given from Entered Apprentice
up throughtheRoyalArch.)

GHP — rrr—rrr—rrr Excellent Grand Chaplain,
leadus in our devotions.

(GrandChaplain goesto Altar,offers prayer,
returnsto station)
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GHP — By the authorityvestedin me aspresiding
GrandHigh Priest, I declarethis Most Excellent

Grand Chapter, Holy RoyalArch
Masons, of the of
duly cbsed. Companion Grand Principal So-
journer, attendat the Altar.

(Grand Principal Sojpurner~oes to Altar,
gives duegardand sign, closesBible, return
to station.) (Hymn “Till WeMeetAgain” may
be softly sung.)

GHP — CompanionGrandCaptainof the Host, In-
form the Sentinel.

GCH — (Saluting) CompanionGrand Royal Arch
Captain, inform the Sentinel.

GRAC — (Goesto outer door) rrr—rrr—r.
GRAND SENT. — (Answers) rrr-rrr—r.
GCH — Companion Grand Sentinel, The Grand

Chapteris duly closed.
GRAC — (Leave door open, returns to station,

saluting) CompanionGrandCaptainof the Host,
the GrandSentinelis informed.

GCH — (Saluting) Grand High Priest, the Grand
Sentinelis informed.

GHP — (r)

FORMS FOR DISPENSING AND

RESUMING LABOR

1. TO DISPENSE LABOR IN THE CHAPTER

EHP — (When ready tobeginwork)CompanionCap-
tain of the Host, ascertainif thereareanycan-
didates in waiting. if so, their names andfor
what degree.

CH — (Saluting) CompanionRoyal Arch Captain
RAC — (Rising and saluting)
CH — Ascertain if there are any candidatesin

waiting, if so, their namesandfor whatdegree.

RAC — (Goesto door) rrr—rrr—r
SEN — rrr—rrr—r
RAC — (Returns to station with list in left hand,

salutesand hands list to Captainof the Host)
CH — (Draws sword) (Carries list in left handand

with Royal Arch Captainmarchin singlefile to
East) (Vails riseandsaluteastheypass)(Salutes
ExcellentHigh Priest, returnssword,handslist
to Excellent High Priest) (Captain of the Host
and Royal Arch Captain return to stations in
Eastandare seate~.)

EHP — (Readingfrom list) Companions,brothers
are inwaiting for to receivethe

degreeof , they havingbeen
duly elected. if there are no objectionsI shall
confer the degree upon them. (Pause) There
being none,I will proceed.(r)

EHP — (rrr) I now declarelabor dispensedwithin
the Chapterfor thepurposeof openinga Lodgeof

for work and instruction.
Companion Principal Sojourner, attend at the
altar.

PSJ — (Goes to altar, gives duegardand sign,
closesBible, returnsto station.)

EHP — CompanionCaptainof the Host, inform the
Sentinel.
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CH — (Saluting) CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
inform the Sentinel.

RAC — (Goesto door) rrr—rrr—r
SEN — rrr—rrr—r (Opensdoor)
RAC — I am directed to inform you that labor is

dispensedwith In the Chapterfor thepurposeof
opening a Lodge of , for work
and instruction. Takeduenoticeandguardac-
cordingly.

RAC — (Closesdoor) rrr—rrr—r
SEN — rrr—rrr—r
RAC — (Returnsto stationandsaluting)Companion

CH, the Sentinelis Informed.
CH — (Saluting)ExcellentHigh Priest, theSentinel

is informed.
EHP— (r)

(Labor must be resumedin the Chapter
after eachLodgeDegree)

2. TO RESUME LABOR IN THE CHAPTER

EHP — (After Lodge has beenduly closed)Com-
panionCaptainof theHost, reorganizeaChapter
of RoyalArch Masons.

CH — Officers take your respectivestationsand
places.Companionsbeclothed. (Pause)EHP,a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Is duly re-
organized.

EHP — Companion Captain of the Host, are all
presentRoyalArch Masons?

CH — (Carry sword)(LookingaroundChapterRoom
and if satisfied) All presentare Royal Arch
Masons. (If not satisfied, takesup passin the
usual manner.)

EHP — Are you aRoyal Arch Mason?
CH — (Saluting) I am that I am.
EHP — (rrr) I now declare labor resumedin a

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. Companion
Principal Sojourner,attendat the altar.

PSJ — (Goesto altar, opensBible at Ezra I, gives
duegardandsign, returnsto station)

EHP — CompanionCaptainof the Host, inform the
Sentinel.

CH — (Saluting) CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
inform the Sentinel.

RAC — (Goesto door) rrr—rrr—r
SEN — rrr—rrr—r (Opensdoor)

RAC — Labor is resumedin a Chapterof Royal
Arch Masons, take due notice and guardac-
cordingly.

RAC — (Closesdoor) rrr—rrr—r
SEN — rrr—rrr—r
RAC — (Returnsto stationandsaluting)Companion

Captain of the Host, the Sentinel is informed.
CH — (Saluting) ExcellentHigh Priest, theSentinel

is informed.
EHP — (r)

BURIAL CEREMONY OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS

When notice of the deathof a Companionis re-
ceived, the High Priest is to havea notice served
on all Companionsof his Chapterinforming them
of the deathof a Companion.

On the nightbeforethe funeral of the deceased,
the High Priestshall havethe Companionsto meet
in the temple and in full regaliaandproceedin a
body to the homeof thedeceasedCompanionandif
not convenientto go in a bodyfromthe temple,they
are to meet at the homeof the deceasedbringing
their regaliawith them.

Promptly, at the appointedtimethe Companions
shall enter the room where the body lies, in the
following order: 1st, the High Priest;2nd,theKing;
3rd, the Scribe; 4th, the Principal Sojourner; 5th,
the Captainof theHost; 6th, theMastersof the vails,
followed by the Companions;all officers andCom-
panions carrying lighted candles;the High Priest,
King and Scribecarrying eacha wreath.
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The High Priest, an evergreenwreath,theKing,
a whiLe wreath, and the Scribea white wreath.

They shallmarchin singleflie, with the candle
In the left hand and the right hand held over the
heart,and standuncoveredwhile thefollowingcere-
mony is being conducted.

HIGH PRIEST~
C The Lord is in his Holy Templeletall theworld

be still before Him.
We haveassembledheretonight asRoyal Arch

Masons, to perform the last rites over this our
fallen Companion,andaswe standin silence,we are
remindedthatmorethanearthlyo’erthis Hourpre—
vails while thuswe standbesidethenewlydeadour
heartsraisedin awe beforetheserelicswhencethe
life is fled; that face sowell lovedis senselessnow
andlies a shrunkenmassof commonclay.

Justa short while ago,our Companionwaswith
us, the handof affectionwasfelt, hiswordsof coun-
cil were given for the bettermentof our Chapter;
he labouredfor the advancementof the causehe
espoused.

But in the midst of life, we are in death,How
strangeis deathto life andyet how sure. The law
which dooms eachliving thing to die what e’er is
outward cannot long endure cold hands.We touch
thee, perishedfriend, for we know that years of
mutual joy are gonewith thee. Yet somethingstill
somewhereneedsabideof all thosebeing e’er has
filled our thought. Thou still livest with us more
than emptynought.

PRINCIPAL SOJOURNER:

SONG: “ABDE WITH ME”

1. AbIde with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darknessdeepens,Lord with me abide;
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless,Oh, abidewith me.

2. Swift to its closeebbsout life’s little day.
Each joy grows dim, its glories passaway.
Changeanddecayin all arouiid I see;
Oh, Thouwho changestnot, Abide with me.

3. [ needthy presence,everypassinghour;
What but thy gracecanfoil thetempter’spower?
Who, like thyself my guide and stay can be,
Through cloudand sunshine,0, Abide with me.

4. Hold thou thy crossbeforemy closingeyes;
Shinethroughthegloom andpointmeto the skies;
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain

shadowsflee;
in life, in death,0 Lord, Abide with me.

PRAYER

Oh, Lord lOur Lord IHowexcellentisthy namein
all the earth. It is beforetheeand in thy presence
that we come tonight; andas we comebeforethee
with bowedheads,we acknowledgethat we are not
worthy of the many blessingsthat thouhastgiven
unto us; but we comebecausethouhast said come
unto me all ye that labor andare heavyladenand I
will give you rest. We begthee tohavemercyupon
usandgive untous thy spirit thatwemay love thee
as we oughtand servethee. Thou, 0 God,knoweth
for what purposewe haveassembled.

It both pleasedtheeto takefrom usthe soul of
one of our Companions,depriving usof his com-
panionshiphere;butwebowinhumblesubmissi3nto
thy will, for weknow thatthoudoestall things right.

Blesseddo we humblypray that thosethat have
beendeprivedof this dispensationof their eartbly
head, throw aroundthem thine arm of protection,
heal thou their brokenhearts,teachthem to know
that thoudoestall things for the best. Blessed,we
pray thee, the Chapter that he wasa memberof;
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help us to live suchlives thai whenthou shaltcall
us, we too, will be readyto answerand go to that
restpreparedfor faithful. This we ask juthename
of our Lord and Saviour,JesusChrist.

So may it be.

HIGH PRIEST:Are all theCompanionsatlabor?

SCRIBE: All are at 1a1~or except Companion

HIGH PRIEST: Why is he not at labor?

SCRIBE: Hehasbeencalledfrom labor to rest
by the SupremeArchitect, thereto give an account
of the work doneon the earthlybuilding.

HIGH PRIEST: Lord, thouhasbeenourdwelling
place In all generations,beforethemountainswere
brought forth or eventhouhadstformedthe earth
andthe world, evenfrom everlastingthou art God,
Thou turnestmanto destructionand sayestreturn
ye, children of men.

KING: For a thousandyearsin thy sightare but
as yesterdaywhen it is passedas a watchin the
night. Thou carryestthemawayaswitha flood; they
are as a sleepin themorning; they are like grass
which growethup. In the morning it flourishethand
groweth up; in the evening it is cut down and
withereth.

SCRIBE: Forweareconsumedby thineangerand
by thy wrath are we troubled. Thou hast set our
iniquities beforethee,our secretsinsin thelight of
thy countenance.For all our daysare passedaway
in thy wrath. We spendour years asa tale that is
told. The daysof ouryearsarethreescoreandten;
and if by reasonof strengththeybefourscoreyears,
yet is therelabor and sorrowfor it is sooncut off
and we fly away.

HIGH PRIEST: Who knoweththe powerof thine
anger even accordingto thy year, so is thy wrath.

So teach us to numberour daysthatwe mayapply
our heartsuntowisdom.

KING: Return,0 Lord how long? And let it re—
pent thee concerningthy servants. 0 satisfy us
early with thy mercy that we may rejoice andbe
glad all our days. Make us glad accordingto the
days wherein thou hast afflicted us and the years
whereinwe haveseenevil.

SCRIBE: Let thy work appearuntothy servants
andthy glory unto their children. And let the beauty
of the Lord our God be upon usandestablishthou
the work of our handsuponus. Yea,the work of our
handsestablishthou it.

~GH PRIEST: Is therenot anappointedtimeto
menupon earthalsolike thedaysof an hireling?He
shall returnno moreto hisHouse,neithershallhis
placeknow him anymore.

KING: Man that is born of awomanis of a few
days and full of trouble. He comethforth like a
flower and is cut down; he fleeth also asa shadow
andcontinuethnot.

HIGH PRIEST: If a mandie shall helive again?

KING: Thou shalt call and I will answerthee.
Thou wilt haveadesireto the work of thine hands.

HIGH PRIEST:lamtheresurrectionandthelife.
He that believethin me, thoughhe weredead,yet
shall helive again.

KING: But somemenwill say,how arethe dead
raisedup? And with what body do they come;thy
fool, thatwhich thou sowethis notquickenedexcept
it die.

SCRIBE: And that which thou sowestis not that
body that shall be,butbare grain, it may chanceof
wheator someothergrain, but Godgivethit a body
as it hath pleasedhim, andto every seedhis own
body.
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HIGH PRIEST:So also is theresurrectionof the
dead. It is sown in corruption. It is raisedin-
corruptible. It is sown in dishonour. lt is raised
in glory. It is sown in weakness.It is raisedin
power.

KING: It is sown in naturalbody. It is raiseda
spiritual body. Thereis anatural bodyandthere is
a spiritual body.

SCRIBE: So whenthis corruptible’shallhaveput
on immortality thenshallbebroughttopassthe say-
ing that it is written — deathis swallowedup in
victory.

HIGH PRIEST: 0 death, where is thy sting?0
gravewhere is thy victory.

SCRIBE: (Holding up thewreathof whiteflowers)
As the suninthewestatthecloseof the day heralds
the approachof night, so one by one,we are laid
down in the darknessof thetombto wait in its calm
reposefor the timewhenthe earthshallpassaway
asa scroll andman standingin thepresenceof the
infinite being shallrealizetheendof this pilgrimage
here below. Let then theseflowers be to us the
symbolof remembranceof our Companionwho has
gone before us to that land of rest, anda tokenof
that fraternalalliancewhich bindsus on earthand
will unite us in heaven. (The wreath is dropped
and the Grand Honors given once.)

KING: (Holding up the wreath of flowers) In
memoryof our departedCompanion,Idepositthese
white flowers emblematicalof thepurelife towhich
they havebeenandto remindusthatasthesebeauti-
ful flowers shall droopandwhither away, sowe too
mustdroopandpassaway someday. So let us live
that as theseflowers leavetheir fragranceuponthe
air, we will leavea pleasantremembranceof our
existencehere below. (Thewreathis droppedand
the grandhonorsgiven twice.)

HIGH PRIEST: (Holding up the wreathof ever-
green) It is appointedthat all men must die and

after deaththe resurrection.The dustshall return
to the earthandthe spirit untotheGod thatgaveit.
Let this evergreen,the symbolof your faith in the
immortality of the soul remindusthatthedeadare
but sleepingandtrusting in the infinite andtender
mercyof him without whoseknowledgenoteventhe
sparrowfalls. May we meetour Companionin that
beautiful Chapter above whereparting shall be no
more and the weary shall be at rest. (Thewreath
is droppedandtheGrandHonorsgiventhreetimes.)

ALL: The will of God is accomplished.So Mote
It be.

SONG: “ASLEEP IN JESUS”

(The membersshall retire oneby oneafter the

candlesare extinguished.)

BURIAL SERVICE FOR ROYAL ARCH MASONS
(P HA)

Introduction

After the religious services havebeenper-
formed,and at the proper time, the C of H will as-
semblethe Companionsof his Chapter.

The HP will take his stationbehind and in the
centerof the coffin, with the King on his right, and
the Scribe on his left, all facing the congregation.

The PSJ will take his stationat the foot of the
coffin, and the C of H at thehead. The remaining
Officers and Companionswill form a circle en-
closing the HP, King, Scribe, PSJ, and C of H.

TO OPEN THE SERVICES
— HYMN —

(Selected)

HP — CompanionCof H, wearehereassembledfor
whatpurpose?
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C of H — We areassembledin thecharacterof Royal
Arch Masons, to offer the last tribute of our
esteemand affection for our deceasedCom-
panion; therebydemonstratingour steadyattach-
mentto the principles of our Order.

HP — CompanionPSJ,your duty?
PSJ— To lead in our devotions.
HP — Thenlet uspray.
PSJ — (Offers Prayers)Most Holy and Glorious

God, In whose Holy sight centuries are but as
days; to whose omniscience that past and the
futureare butasoneeternalpresent;look down
upon Thy children, we implore Thee,andsuffer
a ray of Thy divine light to penetrateinto our
hearts, that in them may awakenandbloomthe
certainty of life, relianceupon Thy promises,
and assurance o laplace on Thy right hand. Amen

COMPANIONS— (Response) Amen. Amen. Amen.
So Mote It Be.

HP — “Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in
all generations;for Thy mercy endurethfor-
ever.” Companions, the solemnnotesthatbe-
token the dissolutionof this earthiytabernacle
have again alarmedour outer portals, andwe
are again called upon to behold that “Narrow
houseappointedfor all living.”

Our fatherwho art inheavenhathbeenpleas—
ed to take from amongus our belovedCom-
panion thus sever-
ing anotherlink in the fraternalchainthatbinds
us together. As time heals the woundthus in-
flicted upon our hearts,letusbeconsoledbythe
reflection that the love andwisdom of Godare
equally infinite, and that our sorrowis but the
result of the great law of harmony by which
everythingis conductedtoagoodandperfectend
in the fullnessof time.

In the midst of life we are in death, and the
wisethknowethnot what a day maybring forth. We

live but to seethose we love passingfrom this
transitory existenceto a land of endlessduration.

It is appointedthat all menoncetodie, andafter
death comeththe resurrection.The dust shall re-
turn to the earth, and the spirit to the God who
gave it. In the grave all menare equal. The lofty
thoughts;the gooddeeds;theheroicsacrificesalone
survive and bear fruit in the lives of thosewho
strive to emulatethem.

While nature, therefore,will haveits way, let
the evergreensymbolof our belief in immortal life
remind us that it is only throughthe eye of faith,
canwebeholdwhatisto comehereafter,and through
a firm relianceupon the divine promises,we shall
meetwherethereis no parting, andwhereweshall
enjoy eternal life.

— HYMN —

(Selected)

KING — The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof; the world and they that dwell therein.
For He hath founded it upon the seas,and es-
tablishedit upon the floods.

SCRIBE — Who shall ascendunto the hill of the
Lord? Or who shall stand in His Holy Place?
He that hath clean handsanda cleanheart; he
shall receive the blessingsfrom the Lord and
righteousnessfrom the God of his salvation.

KEY-STONE CEREMONY

HP — To him thatovercometh,will I give to eatof
the hidden manna, andwill give to him a white
stone (Places small white keystoneon coffin)
and in the stone a new namewritten, which no
man knowethsavinghe that receivethit.

RESPONSE — (By Companions)Holiness To The
Lord. Holiness To The Lord. HolinessTo The
Lord.
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KING — To him that overcometh,will I give to eat
of the treeof life, and will makehim a pillar in
the Temple of my God, andhe shallgo no more
out, and I will write upon him my new name.

RESPONSE— (By Companions)Holiness To The
Lord. Holiness To The Lord. HolinessTo The
Lord.

SCRIBE — To him that overcomethand keepmy
works unto the end,will Igranttoset with me in
my throne, evenas I also overcome,andam set
downwith my Fatherin His throne.

RESPONSE — (By Companion) Holiness To The
Lord. Holiness To The Lord. Holiness To The
Lord.

HP — He who lies beforeus wasour Companion.
This emblemof mortality, oncethe abodeof a
spirit like our own, andnow sightlessandmute,
eloquent,only in the lessonit teachesus.Think
of those Companionswho but a few days since
wereamongus in all the prideandglory of life.
Think of yourselves.Thus will you be whenthe
lamp of your brief existenceis burnedout.

Man’s life is like a flower which blooms to-
day,tomorrow is faded,castaside,andtrodden
under foot.

And whenGod sendshis angelstous with the
scroll of death, let us look upon it as anact of
infinite mercyandlay down ourheadssoftly and
go to sleep. To beargrief honorablyandtem-
perately, and to die willingly andnobly are the
dutiesof a goodmanandtrue Mason.

To thoseof the immediatefamily andfriends
who are heartstrickenat the losswe havesus-
tained, we havebut little of this world’s con-
solation to offer. We can only sincerely and
deeply sympathizewith them in their afflictive
bereavement.But we can say that He whose
mercyendurethforever,looksdownwith infinite
compassionupon them, andwill fold hisarmsof
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love and protectionaroundthosewho puttheir

trust in Him, enablingthemto say:

“The Lord is my Shepherd;I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in greenpastures;
He leadethme besidethe still waters.He re—
storethmy soul; He leadethme in thepathsof
righteousness for His name sake. Yea, though I
walk through the shadow of death I shall fear
no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and staff
they comfort me. Thouanointestmy headwith
oil, my cup runnethover. Surely goodnessand
mercy shall follow me all the daysof my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for-
ever.”

HP — Let uspray.

PSJ — (Offers Prayer) Almighty and Heavenly
Father,bestowupon usthe richesof Thy ever-
lasting grace.Thou aloneart a refugeandhelp
in trouble andaffliction. In this hourof bereave-
ment, we look to Theefor consolationandsup-
port. As we mournthe departureof our beloved
Companionfrom the circle of our Fraternity,
may we trust that he hath beenexaltedto a
higher brotherhood,and thereenjoythat unin-
terruptedandunceasingfelicity which is allotted
to the souls of just men madeperfect.Amen.

RESPONSE— (By Companions)Amen.Amen.Amen.
So Mote It Be.

HP — This endstheservice.Companionsbeseated.
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