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enjoyable by the use of charts, symbols, dictionaries, diagrams, insertion
of printed illustrations and other annotations to shed additic.rnal light on the tert.
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with some rmodernizationr . This is done ONLY where it is judged that no
ambiguity will arise lrom a slight departure from the original ald there is no
dangen of deleting key words or phrases where a possible use of Gernatria,
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AN

EPISTLE
TO THE

READER
\a-niout havz 6zen the )piniona lCountzouA R ea.derL) co nce.n-ning the

Eaaia and Founda.t ictn od thia g enena.L Oiadolvent,  eonnonlq hnown

bq the no,n e o[  lhe Liquor Alkahest i  Aone Tnagining Lt  to be Mer-

c 'ory PLepaned; o thett  ,  that ' t i t  in lJrLine, Blood and the f- ihe;

wl t ic l ,L l la '5 bzzn the )Lea-aon oi  Ao mdnrl  a.nd diddicuLt t -abouna na"de

u^ e o 6 ,  a-nd a!-L in v a. in:  {o n that tha. l , iquor tena. ineA at th ir  da,q

a.A gtes"t  a Secnet in thz AonLd aa evetL,  dnd ' t ia Lihe 6o to con-

t inuz whi le ChemicaL Authors dz.Liven the aubj  ect  in 
^uch 

Tropes

and Metaphors,which honnihLe a-nd InextrLicabLe Labqninth the qoung

Tyro's Le ao entangt ed in,  tha. t  i t  nu. t t  be bt1 nonz than d.n oz-

dina,nq Pnovidance, that  he can be dia e.nta-nglzd a.nd tet  [ te.e.

0n thid a-ccount i i .  naq be pnopen.Lq aaid,  that t l . te. t  e C henica-.L

Ulni te lLA had a's good to have been ,s iLznt;  naq, ' twould have been

bzttzt t !  don then Ao na.nu would not lLavz zngo.gzd in a AQ,atLch, Nhenz

Ao Li t t le LLbelqhood o{ o bta. in ing waa Aeen whene-bq a gt tea. t  de-al  o[

Pttecioua Tine and Moneq night have bzen aavzd, o.nd tha.t  Pzzp!-exi t t [

o{ nind whLch (olLowea va. in Cheniea-L PrLoce.AteA night ha,ve been PtLz-

vented; 6orL th iA Rea.aon i t  id but ju,st  in Authone.r  in alL thein

di tcoutt te,s,  tending to the inatnuct ion 06 otherLA, to dinzet to tha. t

Subjeet whic lL id the tnue )bjeei  o{  that  d i tcounte;  o"nd tho'  I

nut tL aclznowlzdge that t tL. t  not  d i t  to be dz!- iv o-nod on di 'sct-oAed Ao

p.LainLq, a.4 t lLd.t  ev erLq Hog t [ tat  no-q cone to the Honeq Pot,  qet 7

taq tho-t  i t  naq be Cloathed tni th Auch a.  decent ha-bi t ,  aa to pne-

A e,tLv e Lt  Abttnute enough, Azt bt t  th. ia a cQ-rLtLin and hanno niou,t

Coneozd to be teen; dA 6orL zxampLe, the 0bject  0[  th iA di tcou.t te

i . t  the A2-bahel t  .  Man a.nd a2.! .  cnea.tune.a hav e i t  ,  (on thene i . t  nr t

be- ing in Na.tune, that i ,s night lq and genuinel lq di- t l  oLv zd, but what

na.q p,Lopenlq and tnul t l  bz to- id to be done bq thid Liquor,  but  po-n-

t ieulal tLq in na.n a| terL a mone e-vident nannel 'Ln aL!-  Chq'Li [ ica. t io nt



uhateDer. ,  but  ln th is Act lLan sucks the QuLntessence of  aLL th 'Lngs

so dissolued ior  h is oun Nutt i t ion and being Iransmuted into Hunan

Species,  the Recrenents are cast  o i i  by the comnon Emunctor ies,  far
nape grasse and Inperfect ,  than the Species thenselues uere Ln

their  f ixst  Recept ion,  consequentLy they are of  no f i t  objeet to

ground the d 'Lscout 'se of  so pure and Immoz,tal  a dtssoluent on; nor

i .ndeed Man himsel f ,  thotue grant that  Lt  is  p lent i f t t l ly  i rc hin,

but t t is  that  SaLt ot ,  L i fe in hin uhich Concentrates aLL other Sal ts

in his ovn Essence as a CathoLiek Fountain for  aLL the Riuulets

to be suppl ied f ron. So l ;hat  there is no tal<ing of  i t  f rom him but

by a oioLent bneaking of  the Glass and a Transplanbing ol  the Foun-

tain back again to that  Inexhaust ib le )cean from uhence i t  f i rst
] "ec?:.Ded i  ts being .  The refore,  nan conna b be che 0b j  e,77 of  any dis-

caurse appeTtaining to demonstyate the Subject  o i  thts Dissoluent;

for  the pure in hin,  as aLready said.  cannot be obtained ui thout

Death,  uhtch is abominable et)en to th ink on; but , l f  i t  uer,e ob-

r .a ined, i t  uouZd t lat  d.nsuer the end; for  ahat is suf f ic ient  ta dis-

solue Ln the Vegetclble Kingd.om is too uedk for the AnimaL; and thdt

uhich ls stTong enough in the AninaT, is too aeak fon the Minerals.

Therefore,  seek i t  in that  and fvom that,  uhich is the Fountain,

that  supplges aLL Creatures and beings ui th i t ;  for  had i t  nol :  a

Saurce" Natuye uouLd soon cease, fot '  as she exhausteth bg the Acts

of Mot ian and Agi tat i ,on of  Parts in Cenexat ion,  so is she on lhe

othet,  hand fmnediatelg SuppLyed, not onLA in the Great t lor ld,  but

also in eoery IndiuiduaL Pav' t  uhere Li fe is:  Receiuing the same

thzrough the Air ,  as the t rue VehicLe) cansequent lg th is CathoLick

Fountain is the Right object  to gt 'ound this discourse on, as the

true Subject  of  the said dissoluing LLq.oor;  th i . t  ia a.  t tanding

Tnuth, ' twat Tnuth in the beginning, o,nd coi .Ll  ,L a-mo"in Lo to th-e end

oI Time,.  The Re-a-aon o-nd, P lz i . t -0. .s o pLLrJ o{ Lt  I  co-n bq MzehanLca.L tenln-

l tno-t ion nahe clzctn to q,  pzrLton N0 
'Lt t t r l  

od LuclL in. tytzet ion:  thene-

(onz bq o-L!-  CLoud.s,  D o-nlz V o- i .L. t  and Metaphors ,  7 g znuinz.?,q decl ,a.nz

t l ' to" t  the natten o[  t t f t i t  Di . t ' to.Lvent i t ,  one and the tane- in EAAence

with- tho.t  Ma-t ten {nom whence. d{-L tha, r , r t ,Ld c.  Ant ients o bto, inzd the

Univ e.nta"!-  Medicine o ne b Q. ing the. 0l  o nh- ()  d NLt ,  thz o thzn Na,tL), /Le, .

)ne gent lz,  thz othzn vict . l ,ent :  Ao t{ ,Lai  bq the- di l \de-nzncz o( 0p-

et tat ian t tnzt l  ane bt tought tct  d i [ (  8-"18.! 'L i  e6/rzctA.

i i



No th,zle,dorLe- the Sub j  eet 0 ( \  th i t  d iaeoun,sz being t l , te r iq]uor

Alkahest,  t 'ne 0bjzet  mutt  be thz Unive,naa"l  Spini t ;  don ' t i t  $non
t l r i t  gnand F ounta. in ctd Natu;te- t l ,La.t  oulL Cbaos dotta pnoce,ed; thzt te-

(o. i -Q- t tn.LicQ. happq .Lt  he, t lza"t  bnowl thct ,s e Magnets t l tat  o, t tna-e(

a"nd na, lzz o.  . t  pzcie-.a 0.6 t laLA gznena.L cenus: (on bz o-a.tu. t : ,zd tho.t

t 'nzne i , t  A lnzthing nozz tho.n Elements in a.L.L Cne.a-tzd Beingl  ,  zv en

an T n c0 rL.Lu l r  t ib, l ,e-  and, Quintet ,s ent ia,L Spit t i t ,  uthLch i t  thz venq Li{e

od Elenents then,s e!-v e, t ;  which being ta.h,en a-ppeo-.n-A in MiLt,  Vl-porL

arL Wa,tz lL,  zvzn that out ad wh. ich thz Ant ients aat l  a.LL thingt wznz

Gp,netta. ted.  Hocozven, thz n- ig | t t  Know.Lzdgz o( t lL i t  MattelL i . t  lu[( ic i -

ent ! ,q a,bt tnu'se,  and. the 0pzno,t iont  iheneo{ qet morLe absttulz;  t6r : t t
' t  wi th na.nq othezl  bnow bq LxpL.LiLnca-,  tha-t  the l lat tz;r-  no-1 bz

hnouln t tnd mctnq doe lzncsw i t ,  t jz t  e lLe uJl ,Lo.L.LLJ to t  ezh in thz na.t tzn

and Modus o{ 0 p Q.rLat ing thenzon; and u) l ,Lo. tQ-v zn Aome Foppi .sh o-nd Con-

ce- iLed anQ-L mo"q thinh, vtz.  that  id theq ha.d thz KnotoX-edge o( the.

t 'LuL no-t terL a-LL diddicu.Ltq i . t  ove.t ;  t lL i . t  maLT fr ,zove o- gnctnd Mi. t ta lzz,

, [an I  hav e,  b een 7 nt inatz.Lq Accluaintzd wi th L ona,,  thz"t  ho,v z had a

tnue lznow[-e,dg e. o(1 thz matte. , t ,  a-nd lLa"v e wncught thzne-on; Uet t (r  the

daq od thein De.ath,  have 6een to Aeelz 06 the Mo-gi t tQ-nr1 .

Th"z.se di(( icuLt iet  ha-v e bzzn tho.te.  . t  l 'LCLnp StonQ,A that have hind-

etLed n r : l  Lega.!-  Pnogne.Lt ion in Twentq V zal . t  TnaveL towo-ndt thz i ' Iount

Irel icon od Ant;  ,so thd. t  nq La.houn o{ Bodq hat bzen eKceAt ivQ-,  and

that o( the nind muctf t  norLQ..  L h,avz pa.Ata-d thnough thz dnctught a.nd

Seonehing heal :  o i  the Daq, and aLl  ct  tk-ct , tugh thz co.Ld a,nd C hi .L. t - ing

FrLo^t6 od the- Night thnough a- mu.Lt i tude od wantt  a,nrL di{ f ieu. t t iez

ev e-n odten to thz Ho-zand o( Li [e i t tzL(.  HoLo a-o"A tJ aoevL]L Luch, aA

adoneaaid ,  na.q th in lz Lt :  ' [  ha.v e had no o thzn do o n to ectne in at  ,

but  ha.nd Laboun"and gneat Expenez, (c:n CoaLt o"nd GI-a",st  Q,A h.avL bzQ,n

nq Tntenytnete-n.t ,  and . t  ha.L.L be. 
^0 

to ev a.rLLJ tnua- Son 06 AlLt  to the

end o( Tinz.  So tha.t  dot t  Con'sciencz- 'sahz, I 'LL uoni te.  tho- Tn-uth a,s

neLL hnowing that thene ane too no.nL1 SopLLit t icq.L a.nd (1aL.t  z PrLc)-

ceAAQ.A in thz wctnld,  whieh wi(-(-  not  bzan the Tr.such-. t tone o( €xpzni-

znez; but vani . the-t  . ( , ihe a.  Reytnobate.  fu lztaL uyton thz Tz,At.

But paa,sing bq a! ,L th i t ,  and nucl"L na)Le that night be . ta id c: ' [

th.z .Li lze l l0- tulLQ.t  I  . t  ho"! , .L now &ddne.4.6 nLJAz.et Lo tho dza i .+ene.t  o ' i

la1



( r ) i 'sdom, and .Let thzn hnout,  that  I  ho-vz,  o- . t  in o- Gt-a.da, Ahou)ed

then l :hz tnue nannen ,  in whieh and b L1 tohich t  h" i . t  Dissof vent -cA f  o

be. obtained- I  ,shal lL now come to L p a-d-h eoneettning i t t  UAe, and U-

t iX- i tq when obta. in 'd uthieh wiL!-  o.bundta.nd!,q ne,wa.nd the Po.t . te- . t ,son

(ctn a"LX, l ' t i . t  Cottr  a-nd Pai-ne-a hz,strswed o-bout i t ;  [on a. t  i t  ha"th"

bze,n de(- ivzt t 'd,  tho. t  the Sub jzct  t t (  th i . t  lu l  znl  tnuun i ,s Univznta.L,

Ao z- 'LQ, the Aet.r  o(1 i t  the tame whe.n pzepanzd, whieh p!-ain.Lq dzm-

onttrLatet  ( t ton what Fountain i t  n ight  ( !ow.

t  h-ca Liquor,  aA an UniventaL Fine.,  d ia. to.Lvz,s and opQ-nA . thQ-

T e-x tunz.t  ctd a.LL \e, ing.t ,  in the- Vegetab!,e-,  A nina-.L and l l inenal

Kingdont ,  into thein nzanztt  nal : ten,  whieh i l  9a.Line, Su.Lphuneou.t  ,
Aclueoua and Pctta-bX,e,  d i{dut ive in anq Liquor,  a,nd to c(rn Q,L im-

n e,dLa"te.Lq t0 Na-t th-Q- '^ RQ-.Liz{ ,  and bq the Spzci( ich Vintuz na"ni ;

(z. t te.d (nctn Powzn into Act,  Di l  ea,szA tho'  nzv LtL tct  de-ptonab!,e,

naq be ()v zrLcome and Cut do n,  a-A GJLa,AA olL We-edt wi th a Scqthe in

thz Hand o[  o.  Mowe-n; e^peciaLLq bq tho,tz o( the MinenaL Kingdon,

whieh na"q 6e ju, t t ,Lq a,4 X,zen ed the Phq.r ic ian'a Cttown d.nd Phi losoph-

ers Dia-dzn. T h" iA i . t  thz Liquors Uintuz in Gznena,.L.  In pant ieu.La,n,

a"A i t  UnLv Q,t t taX,Lq Act 's wi tLtout Limitat ion ctn aLL Sub jzet. t  in the

\ lon.td,  do in thin Act ictn t f tzt tz i , t  AomQ-t lLing )Lena]Lbo-b.LQ, to bz ob-

. tznved in evenq Sub!eet;  ( )o)L i t  Fixet  VoLat iLz Spini i l ,  a.nd VoX,-

at ize's Fixed one-t .  I t  nahus Sa.Lt,s . tu!-phunQ,oua, and Su. l ,phuL6 SaLLne.

No.q i t  1tr0-cQ.h-a.tet  the Gummo.t i t iza o {  Reainout and Gunnq thinga ,

which the F zrLn znt o d oun Stoma,ch. l  ecuLd nev eL do ;  6otL i t  being di , :  -

t i .L lzd dzom Anber 4nd Turpenttne (see ( /z.b ' igerus "Ci t 'cul .  Mdnus "  HwN)

J!Q,a"v LA thzn in a.  aq"Lt o[  exezLLent Vintuz: [nom the, ! -at tQ, l  I  have

ob.tznved i t  a.Lmodt aA 
^uJza-t  

aA Honeq, and a.  powe-ndu.L Specidielz in

thz Sto nz; thQ-rLe|o rLL bq the he.Ly: o [  . t  / t . r , .s Liquor o I  F inz a [eut

l , Ie.dieine.t  bzing pne-yto-nzd wiX-.L Antwzn in de.pLonab.Le- Cat z. t  aLL that

the Pat iznt  co-n hope, [on o-nd the tnue Phqt i t ia.n zxpzctzd to pe,L-

dottm. Fon inatance,,  Turpent ine,  ,so diato.Lvzd, on thz Slovre Ludus.

I  n(a.L. t ib.{-q Cunet tha- Sto ne in the Bladden; Arnber and. Hel lebore

H q4tLnic Fi t l ,  Hqpo cond;t iaeh, Me..LanehoLq o-nd f i ladnza' t .  Cinamon,

unicorn's horn a.nd thz X- iv a. l l  o{ \  dn EeL, (on the LIrQ,e,dq deLivzn1

o( Llonen in Chi ldbi : t th;  thz luLy:hun od Venus iA an Univa-r-AeL

NLpenthQ,L, wi tLtout Qp L,an in a. .L.L di ' tza. . tz l :  t .he- Li t | t -q o{ AnX. imcnq

(o)L D)Lolr t iL.r  and a. l - .?,  Aguet;  the [ ta-gi l . tenq od GoLd !ctn [ la l ignant

1V



F a,v Q,,L.6 ,  P Q-At i ! -znt ia".L Pa.L.t iet  a.nd P!-aguz.t  I  o.A cLL4o thz g.( .onL( ied

Su?phut o( t l , te-  Mzta.t- .Lu.t  Matcul ,ut ,  bq Paracelsus catZed vinum Virae

and Mernbrorum Essent ia,  which o. .LAo cune.t  ConaumptLon, [ ix t  Mercury

ot thz Arcanum Coral inun and I ior izontal  Go.Ld in Lzpno,: iz ' ,  G(JLL,

Pa.L. t t4,  Epi lzp. tu,  C0-nrztLA, Wo!,veA, ScoLbute,  King,s e.v i .L,  a.LL Sont.r

o(\  thQ- V znznzo.L Di tzct . ta,  Ni thout SctLiva-t ion 0lL de,taining the pat-

iLnt () lLom butt inets;  ' twou.Ld bz tcto .Long to enune,na.tz a.X-!-  th-o,sz

kiedic inz's pf tefra"rLed bq t tn i . t  Fizz on Liouor;  thQ,tLe|o,Lz Let the.tz

Lu66ic,Q-,  ctnd the, )Lat)ah-d tho,t  na"q a-cctLQ-t\)  hzt tz (non, hzca,us z bU thi t

waq ct(  PrLocl icQ-,  the- Phqai t i l .n nl . r j  jut t .Lq and Con.tc iznt iou,s.Lq gain

ho noun and" Riche,a; and thz Pat ip,nt ,s be. t6t t  e-o,d dt tom a-LX- t t tLct , t  e et tueL

BazbatLi t izt  ,  wLLich anz thz Adoequate Patt t t  o (  Conno n Pnact icz;  a. t

i (  the- Pain a-nd T erLtLolL o( Dzath u) a. ,L e- not znough, but the-ne mutt  be

an o-ddi t io t to"L Cstue..Ltq,  v iz.  ct . [  B.Liatzning, which ta LanQ. na.L: l  ex-

c e-ed tl.Le- /6 o nm en .

T hu.s ha"v ing givzn qou a- Ahlnt  Schzmz o( the Ri . tz,  P ne.pa,n-a"t io n

and U,:z od this Liquor,  7 l ,hot-L Conclude, th i t  Ph-Q.6ace in Couid-

e-nat io n od a" Pzn,son night lq c lua. l i ( ied [on the Po.t . te. . t ,s ion hLr.zo(:

the | i rLAt and nott  na,cettarLq Qua.Li . [ ica. t io n i . t  to be- nig ht . t -q Ln-

donmed in Re!- ig iout  th ing. t  4a aA to lznow God (on th"emtz. tvet  Aav-

ing. ! -q,  b91 pa-r . t ing thnctugh thz HoLq Riv o,z oI  Rzgenznctt ion,  [ ( ) rL to

wa. l ,h in the ne-wneA,s o( t l te Spini t ,  which DLvinz gi [ t  o[  the t1o.Lr4

Gtto. t t  zna6.t-et  ev e4t j  tnue Chtt iat ia.n to naLh with that Ci t tcun.tpec-

t icsn, a",s to be- acezptab.Le in t tLz . t ight  0{)  God, to . tuch i t  i l  a-

Luh-e Guidz and 'so.dz Conducton in th i . t  A)onld tona.ndr thz d e-. t  i l t  er i

Have-n od )1e41:.  I t  i . t  a.Lto io t l ten a mouth and Wi,sdon, a"nd that bq

whielL thein Tonguea a.ne. bnid.Led a.nd thp- r .4)hoLQ- Man S e-a. led to thz

Do,q o{ hi l  Re-dzmption, giv ing 0.n ea}Lna.6t o[  the- Ete.nno-L - t  nhet i t -

ancz,  and adtznutandt a (u.LL ?oAAe'Ai()n,  whe-n oun l , Ioh-taL ,s h.al , t  pu, t

on InnontaLi tq;  t l t i t  being the FountaLn, aLL l thz)Ll  thai  ane tnuz,

[Low al  Rivu.Letr  fnom i t ,  and . t r t  g ive a n- ig l t t  Qua.Li [ ieo"t io n don
the Knotolzdgz ol)  NatutLe- a,nd Nal:una.L th" ing-t .o.a al l  o a Con.t tancq o(

nind to u)olLlz upon the. one thing o"Lonz, and an Tnduttniou.t  ha- nd to

e66ect the tane. Ha-ne a.  BX.z. t ' t ing o-nd Succe.t l  nag be- hoytzd [on, a,nd

thotz Inene.dib! ,2 Rowand.t  [on a.LL luch aA wanden in the- Cincund e' t - '

e-nc z,  and hav z nzv e.rL b een a"dni t . tzd to the- C zntzn o (  th ing' t  ;  but



tct  t l . to Vigi ! -ant  h idden thing,s,  zven thote h- id i jnctn thz doundat ion
od t lLe- AJonLd, t  ha,LL be t tev e.a-Lt  d:  o.nd tho.t  th ia nat l  bz t tnz Pont ion

od ev zt tLl  tnuz LabonuL ,Ln fuLl :  .L. t  the t incene 0 z, t  ine.t t  od hin,  whc:

wi.s he.t  t lLz Genzna.L Pnotpzni t t l  o!  l , la,nhind LverLq LlaA.

6lei  ingt lurua Sgatagrgas
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OF

IMMORTAL DISSOLVENT
CHAPTERl

WHO HAVE SOUGHT THIS

WRONG WAYS,

TRIFERTES SAGANI

CoruceRrutrue rHE MIsTAKE oF THosE
LIQUOR IN WRONG SUBJECTS AND BY

It is a Saying worthy of Observation, that the Industrious Hand makes

Rich; so is it iD all manner of Trades and Convers in the World; so'is it in

Art; but this Industry must be upon a tight Foundation, and, in the Chymical

Art, from a For e -knovrled ge of Adequate Causes; unto which it is impossible

to attain without we are errlightened by that lFisdom, which comes from above,

as a Ray from the HoIy Heavens and Throne of the Divine Glory; for rtis she,

that must Conduct us in all our Labours to make them Acceptable to the Great

God; well therefore might the wise Man esteem of her before Riches, and

Prize Understanding above the Merchandize of Silver, Gold, and Precious

Stones, because she is the true Conductor to the ways of Peace and Pleasant -
ness; nay even to that Tree of Life, where Substaace is to be Inherited: For

that she opens the Door of Entrance fq all l\4ysfgiies Divine and Natr:ral; and

consequerdly without her Men grope, as it were, in the dark, even as a Blind

Man does at Noon-day; for Nature Godts Hand-maid was Created by him, and

Job says, that God by his Spirit has garnished the Heavens, his lland has

formed the crooked Serpent; and tho' there is a Spirit in Man, yet I tis the
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Inspiration of the Almighty that give s Understanding, whence we may readily

Conceive, that Human Reason is too short to Comprehend the Dignity of any

'rue Mystery without the Aid of God's Spirit"

Ttris great Defect is too evidently apparent from the deplorable Case of

the Chytnical Searchers, concerning the Subject Matter of this Discourse;

seeing they know not where to ground or fix their lrrfensions in the choice of

a proper Subject, but frame s each to hirnself a di-fferent Basis, and so make

an Innumerable Number of Errors concerning the same: This bnmaginary

Matter, which Phansy only has given Birth to, they defend with aII the eager-

ness imag"inable, concluding it to he the Genuiae Offspring of Truth; when,

alasi ttis but a Bastard Brat of their own wandring Imaginations and unground-

ed Thoughts, as in the Conclusion proves too Evident: This is an Absurdity so

great, so common, that amongst the many Pretenders, I have never met with

more than three that have escaped it: How then can it possibly be ex.pected,

that such should ever Amive at the wished for llaven of Rest, when lgnorant

both of the way and means by which they must come thither; for the Door of

Entrance must not only be known, but also the Key which opens the same,

without which they may never expect Admittance into Naturets Treasury:

Therefore consequently must sti11 remain in the horrible Mist of Errors; the

most principal that have come Athwart me I shal1 here lay down and reckon up

for Conviacing of the Giddy Headed and Rash Searcher, but more Principally

for the Edifying and Building up of a Son of Art.

I shall begin first with an Eror, which is almost Univers ally received,

uiz . that Mercury Vu1gar is the Foundation or Basis of this Liquor; this

is an Error that the Authors of some Expositors are guilty of, which the Ig-

norant Sea.rcher has not been aware of, but hath gone to work as confidently

on Mercury for the obtainilg of the Liquor Alkahest, as others have done

for the making the Mercury of the Philosophers, by several and various

Preparations, as endeavouriag to break its Body by Spittle, i4aA Deu , Vine-

gar, and such like soppish ProceedingF; also by Sublimation with Salts, and

Distillation, and other such like Operations, endeavouring to make it run

pe'r' ceLLq "to obtain an Airy and Universal Nature and radical dissolution,

even'hat fhey call the Magnetic Salt, or Foliated Earth, and Mercurial

Chah-bs; krut aII in vain; for that Mercury so prepared is still all onel'vith
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cofirnon Mercury: And so likewise is that, prepared by Rdgulus of. Anti-

nony , SlIver, andp. for Vulgar Mercury is unripe Fruit fallen too soon

from the Tree, therefore it must return to its Fi-rst Fountain or Catholick

M:rcury to be dissolved its self; consequently is not the Subject of this

Liquor; for the Philosophers Introduce Fire, not Water, into Mercury, to

make her Medicinal, both in the Particular, and also in the General; by

which 'tis brought to be for ever Irreducible to Mercury"

Another Emor is in those, who seek for this Dissolvent in Dew and Rain

Water, not considering, that this was designed only as Nourishment for the

Vegetable, having but such a Portion of the Univers aI Fire in it, as might

serve to dissolve the SaIt Nitre of the Earth, and then the Vegetable Seed

in order to a new Production; this Fire or dissolver being far remiss to that

of Animals, as that of Animals is to Minerals, cannot be the Philosophers

Subject of this Dissolvent, for LiJe would be too short to extract it.

Another Error is that many allou/ the Matter to be Universal, but is

drawn by certain Magical Magnets at select tfuTres irt the Year; but this is a

grand Error, for the Matter is to be found Plentifully at a1l Seasons of the

Year, especiai.ly in such places, as are rnostly enriched by Mineral Fumes,

and the manner of its Attraction is rather for the Necessity of lIumal Life,

than any Point in Art; so that the Artist must not be too curious in endeavour -

ing to perform that which Nature hath already done to his Hand.

Another Error is il those that seek for this Dissolvent by attracting the

Air with Alkalizated Sa1ts, as lsrtar, and l. not considering, that all AIka-

zated Salts do only atfract a Sa1ine Aquosity, which by often Cohobations rnay

be turned who11y into an Elementary Water, whereas the true Philosopher (as

already said) does by his Magnets attract a Fire, nay a Fiery Spirit stronger

than any Fire in the World: ttis true Alkalizated Salts are noble Subjects, and

deservedly clairn Preheminency, being Contradistinct to all Acids, and there-

fore make a Dissolvent ne:':t to the great Liquor; but these can never be Vola-

tized without the Universat Medium, or Philosophers Diploma, together with

Essential Oyls and Vinous Spirits, and treing so VolatiLized, they become noble

Spirits, yet do notwithstanding spend their Virtue in Dissolwing Bodies, and

Coagulate upon them into a Salt, retainirrg their Volatility; so that consequently

these are excluded from being the Subject of .  th is Inmortal  DissoLuen " '
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Another Error is in seeking for the Matter of this Liquor in the Anirnal

Kingdom, uiz.  in Man; and i ldeed a greater i l  those, who assume to teach

others, by their Assertions, that it is there; but having already detected

such Writers (in the Preface) and also clearly shewn, that from Man, the

Subject Matter of this Liquor can never be attained, althor I know that this

rny Assertion does much thwart the general received Opinion, that Urine

is the Basis,  and that i /an HeLnont,PhiLaLethes, Starkeg and c.  have

in their Writings asserted the same, so that I do Contradict the Testimony

of these Worthies:  Instance i ie lmont,  where he speaks of the dissolut ion of

the Stone Ludus, seerns to Assert that it is performed by a Second drawn

from Urine: F'nd PhiLaLethes, in his Treat ise extant,  has grounded the

Eas t ,s oL the fnnortal  DissoLoent on Urine and Blood; and George Starkey

in his Treatise of this Liquor seems to Eround the thereof on Urine;

nay, an Intimate Acquaintance of his did affirm the very Process to me,

which he made use of. ,  o iz.  the Urine of  sound Men, unfermented, which,

as soon as it was made, was by Evaporation brought to a Consistence, irr

order to unite the fwo Salts, Volatile and Fixed, and so by Distillation and

Cohobation till the whole was brought over, and then beiag digested and de-

f legmed the ALkahest is prepared. Dr" Bacon was, as I  have been to1d,

much of this Opfuion; but all these are short of Understandilg the Truth of

the Subiect, or of the Authors before mentioned; for it is easy to be collected

frorn l leLmont,PhiLaLethes and d."  that they never depended upon Human

Urine as the Subject of  thLs fmnortal  Dissoluentfor then they would not

have directed you to the Chaos of.  the Ancients;  as the true Subject,  des-

cribing it Figuratively, and Analo gizlng rt with Man; because Man Subsists

by and from the Universal  Spir i t ,  which is the true Subject of  th is Dissolxent

which they for some secret Reasons would not be so Candid to deliver: the

l ike has ALnpiLi  in his Book Int i tu led, Centrum Naiurae Concentratum,

which very Title shews, that it is not Man there meant, but the Universal

Spirit thai being the very Life and CenJre of all Centers: Therefore who ever

shall assert, that Man is the Basis from whence lhis LLquor is obtained, 1et

hirn be respected of Envy or Ignorance; because there is no Subject fo be

dr alrm from Man, that will act on Minerals five hundred or a thousand Times,

and retain the same Virtue, quantity and quality, as i-t it had not acted at all:
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Therefore I  regard not such Fops or such others,  that dote upon highly rec-

tified Spirit of Urine, mixed with the true Spirit of W'ine, unt il both Coagu-

late into a Salt, which is Distilled and Sublirned by the Addition of fresh

Spirit of Wine, until they come over irr Form of a Fiery Liquor: There

are others also that dote on the strong Spirit of Urine united with the Spirit

of Vinegar, and Distilled into a Neutral Spirit: but Experience the Mistress

of all true Art shelvs that these are all greatly mistaken, and many others,

too long here to Enumerate: Therefore shall pass them by, and only Insist

on some ferv others that remain.

Those are also mistaken, that depend on Acid Spirits, as the Subject of

this Liquor, as Nitre, Vitriol, cornmon Salt, Salt Gen, or the Mother Li-

quors of any of these, or any other Salts growing in or extracted from the

Earth; for all of them, none excepted, will by Distillation yield an Acid

Spirit, and our Liquor being no Acid, but Contradistinct theseunto, these of

Course are al l  to be rejected, and ought so to be in the Use of the Liquor

when prepared: others, that think themselves more prudent dote much on

the Spirit of Verdigrease, and more especialy if it is First often dissolved

in Spirit of Vinegar, and made transparently Pure, and then shot in Spirit

of Wine and so Distilled, they then put as great a Price or Value on it, as

in Reason can be set upon the rnmoz,tal  DissoluentTts sel f ;  but th is l , len s-

truum heing Publ ished by Zuelfer,  and long before by Basi l  VaLent ine,

vrhom I take to tre the right ald true Author of it, and being easy to be pre-

pared, it follows, that the Liquor Alkahest would be no uncommon or un-

known Secret; but that remaining still as the greatest of Secrets, plainly

demonstrates, that these are not the Subject, whence that is obtained.

They are also rnisled, who depend on Mineral Sulphers, or the Vitriols

of Metals or that of  Venus ,  descr ibed by P6lenaan.us; because therels none

of these, but what are sluggish in themselves, and unactive Beings, and

canrt be radically opened and separated from their Mercury's, without the

Liquors he1p, and then they become Passive Medicines not an Active i4ens-

t?Ltun , so of Course are to be excluded from being the Subject Matter of

this

Another greaf Mistake and gr and Error is in those, that depend upon the

Esstneial  Oy1s, as Wormwood, Mint,  Tim:;  or the OyIs of  Gums, as Amber,
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Benjamin, Turpentine, and these being Chaos'd down and devoured by Cor-

rosives, as Oyl of Vitriol, Aquafortis, and being again revived, then be

coming (as they sayl  the Regenerated Spir i t  of .  r tLne of.  the Ph.LLosophens;

which being Distilled from Tartar, Sal Armoniac and Mercury, each distinctly,

till their Bodies are brought over, they are then the Magi's three Universal

I4enstruums, uiz.  Mininun, l , l inus and ! ' la jus:  But th is mistake has proved

too evidently false, to the great Expence and Disappointment of many worthy

Persons in this Kingdom, and indeed no better can be e4pected from such

Heterogeneous and unnatural Mixtures, as beilg farther Alienated from the

Universal Spirit, than some others already Named, and consequently the more

remote from being the Subject of this Liquor.

To be short, I do on an Experimental Ground Exclude Animals, Vegetables

and Minerals in all and every particuLar CLas sis and part thereof from being

the Subject of this Liquor; therefore shall omit any farther Discourse of this

kind and corne nearer to the Matter in Hand, rrhich is to detect the Errors of

those, who con-found this Liquor with the Mercury of Philosophers, saying

they are the same in the Subject Matter, Identity and Operation; ttis true,

the Mercury of the Philosophers is a natural Dissolvent, but it dissolves

in the way of Generat ion, when as this Circulated SaLt or ALkahest dis-

solves it by way of separation and destruction; so that they differ in Opera-

tion, as much as Love and Wrath; the one in Love preserved, the other in

Wrath destroys the Life and Motion.

There are also other Ignorant Boasters, who confound them together,

yet know neither the one nor the other, yet say, they are both the same in

Composition and Digestion, but near the Birth of the Royal Babe, the Matter

divides its self into two distinct Parts, the one a Body Permanent, the other

a Menstruous Liquor or Blood, which being Distilled is Ihe Alkahest, this

shews their great lgnorance, for the same that is a Body is a Spirit, and

the Blood is Homogeneous with both the Me?curA of.  the PhiLosophers and

Liquor Alkahest; for the Mercury can never be prepared without its Aid,

as being one of the three Springs; neither can the Spirit of the Body Subsist

without the Blood, as every true Philosopher does, with me, know, and that

at this State there is no division to be admitted, without a Death to the rvhole

Compound; for the whole Matter in the Production of each being diversly



wrought on produces the different Effect; the one is a Mercu.ry lTomogeneous,

the other a Ponderous Saline Liquor and in the Production of both there are

superflous OyIs seperated, which thor MedicinaL, are not in the least Homo -

geneous to either; which clearly Evinces their Ignorance in the Process of

Nature, which is to make Bodies Spirits, and Spirits Bodies agairL and that

this Mentstruous Liquor or Blood is the Li-fe which is sown in his own Womb

of Mercury for the Exaltation of both; for there the lleterogeneous Faeces

are cast off, and so 'tis qualified and united with the Spirit in order to Re-

deem the Body; and so is a principal Ingredient of the Stone, when as the

ALkaheat is not: It would be too long to enumerate the vain and 'blse Con-

ceptions of Men concerning this Immortal Liquor, and seeing these distinc-

tions do better become that Chapter, where the dilference is shews between

the Liquor Alkahe st and. 74sys11vg of. PhtLo soPhens, I shalti omit speaking

of it any farther in this, and come to shew the Subject of the Dissolvent in

the next Chapter, and so Conclude this.
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CHAPTER II

0r rnr tRue Sus.Jecr l4nrrrn oF THrs Drssorverur

In the former Chapter, I have laid down the Mistakes concerning the Mat-

ter of this Imrnortal Dissolvent, which HeLnon, Describes in lhe \vord La:;er,

which properly Imports an hidden Source or Fountain, so hidden indeed, that

he hirns elf says, when this was found Religion stood amazed, and well may

the Religious Man be so indeed, when their Descriptions are so Occult; for

from fhe Word Later, which in Vulgar Reception signified Liquors, which

may be properly conceived to be Aqueous and Spiritual, he presently comes

to tell you, that the Master-piece at which Art is Levelted, is to find out a

Body; which may play with us in such a Symphony or consenting Harmony,

by Reason of its exquisit Purity, that no Comuptive Prilciple can find in

it any Heterogenities by which to work in it a Dissipation of Parts; here he

imi:r:.ediately calls it a Body; hence we must for certain Conclude that this

Source or Fountaia, tho' Iiquid, does contain a Body in it, or else it would

have been vain in him to have directed us to such a Body for the Object, and

that so Circumspectly and diligently, as to find it by hard Labour and Indus -

try, saying you must be careful, or sedulously Industrious about finding out

such a Body, which by Examen and Proof is very difficult to be found, be-

cause the Words import, that there is no such Body in all Natural Beings,

ihat does Answer v/hat this great Philosopher describes of his, therefore

we must Conclude, that these Words also import Art; for that Industry is

also recommended, which is as much as if he had said you must seek for

the hidden Source or Fountain of Nature, and Universal Spirii, which Art

must form into a Body; but this Son of ,Wisdom doubtless was afr aid to

speak after this plain blunt marrrer, as a Tyro does, for fear of exposing

the Secret too plain; but 'tis clear, that this was the meaning, because

nothing is so hidden in Natr:re as the Source of this Universal Fountain,

and nothing in Nature has Power to reduce Bodies by Symphony or consentilg
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Harmony but lvhat does arise here from; for in these latter Words he also

describes the Nature and Quality of the Matter to have two Faces; for that

without there had been a Composition, the word Harmony needed not to have

been used; so that i-n these Words abundance of Matter is couched in little

room, every rvord beilg a full Sentence; how lightly or slightly soever the

Reader may pass them over: tTis true Stankeg does very Learnedly strike

the Mark in his Exposition upon them, yet his Com:nent is so wisely Regu-

lated as to be kept as obscure, as the Text it self; by this means and method

I find, that the Basi s of this Liquor was by this Philosopher designed to re -

main a Secret to the end of tirne: Therefore or the Benefit of the true desires

of Art, I shall deliver the Subject Matter of this Immortal Liquor rvith much

clearness and Candidness, yet hope, that my Stile and Words will be such,

as to cloath it by such a Medium, as that it may give Light to the chosen Sons

of Wisdom, yet at the same tirne cast a Mist before the Eyes of the Unworthy:

This Method being agreeable to divine Wisdom its self; for we find, that what

was a Light to the Hosts to the Children of fsrael , was a Cloud of Darkness

of that of  the EgypL[ans,

These Things being Stated, I shall now come to the Consideration and II-

lustration of that Subject Matter they Point forth, xiz. the hidden Fountain

must be of a double Nature, or what if I should say it must be a Body of Salt

appearilg under two Faces, which being united makes SJrnphony or Consent-

ing Harmony; the Reason of which is shews; for then it is a Liquor of that

excellent Purity, as to admit of no division of Parts; therefore as I said be-

fore, Labour couched in He1,mont 's Words: The Business of Nature in af-

fording such an universal Fountain to the Artist, that is the Basis of the said

lmrnortal Liquor; and the Business of Art is to know how to make it Corporal'

and when so Corpor i f ied to contain two Faces, which Faces Phi laLethes

figures forth by Urine and Blood; the first Face is a Body, yet nevertheless

may be distilled into a Spirit, nay so Homogeneous as not to leave one Grain

of fixedness or Salt behind it, which he describes to DistiL over in Veins like

Spirit of Wine, and speaking very g?eat of its Active Qualities irr dissolving

Bodies; the Query is put,  whether i t  is  not the A'Lkahest,  the Answer is in

the Negative, saying, it could not Subsist without B1ood, and then presently

comes to the Aff i rmat ive concerning the Subject-Matters of  the ALkahest 
'
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and says, it is Contained in Blood and Uriae; these things may grabble and

amuse the Thoughts of the Unwary concerning the Reallity and Possibility

of  these Asser+ions, yet never+heless they are as clear and perspicuous

to the Eye of the Wise, as the Sun in his Lustre upon the lleriCie-n; for

the Universal  Spir i t  being Concreted becomes a ! . ! is t  ,  Vapo r  ot  Chao s ,

or rather an Unctious and Viscous Water, which is the true Matter of all

the AncientPfoiLosophers ,  concerning which t)haoas I  have wri t ten largely

1n Me]"ct t"u 's Cadu.cq and have there shewn, that in i ts Womb is contained

the first Essence of all Forms, yet unspecificated, and so consequently it

contains these two of Urile and Blood which indeed are the Urine and Blood

of ihe great World, and not of Man; but more noble; which my Eyes have

seen and my hands have handled made Corporal; therefore I would not have

you spend your tirne in vain, gazing on Husks or the outside Shell of things

but Press for the Kernel, or that excellent Sweetness which is placed in the

Centre of Beings, which canrt be e:tracted but by profound Meditation, and

hard Labours, which must be thy Interpreters; for rtis not requisit, that

Matters should be discovered more plainly, it is but just and fitting that God

should be the sole Dispenser of it, till the fulness of tirne, when according

to the Promise, hidden thiags shall be made manifest even such as have la)m

hidden from the Foundation of the World: Therefore, O Son of Artj thou rnust

pray to God, but use the means, and put thy Hand to the Plow, not looking back;

ihen these Instructions will be as Fundamental Rules to begia thy Labours by

to obtail this Noble Secret, which is not so much a Product of Nature but of

Art: For I have in these Sheets endeavoru'ed to clear up the Matter, so as

to qualify thee with Theory , thence to Judge of Sophistical Authors, and the

better to enable thee to withdraw thy Mind from their Entanglement, that thou

mightst build upon that sure Rock, which will remain il the Storm of Tryals;

this I have done in Bowels of Love as well knowing the gleat Grief and Tor-

ture of Mind undergone in my unwearied Search after this Secret, even when

the true Subject Matter was known; which said Matter is also the Matter of the

Grand Secret of the Antients; but diversified into different Natures by the dif-

ferent Operations, and so far distinct the one from the other, that an Artist

may be Master of the one, and not of the other, and therefore he that is a

Compleat Master of  both,  is properly sf i led Adeptus DupTicatus.
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To the Truth of this my Affirmation, I have not onLy Experience, but also

the Concurr ing Test i rnony of that renowned Phi losopher Ludaoicus de Conite

who says that the Matter of the Liquor Alkahest and Pht 'L os ophers Mercury

do both proceed from the sarneChaos , but by di-fferent Operations are brought

'o di f ferent Effec+s; 'herefore before +hou proceed to fhe Preparat ion of 'h is

Liquor, thou must learn to understand this general Matter, Mass or rude

Chaos , which is the Source or Fountain of so many Mysteries; for this Liquor

does not only proceed from it, but also rtis the Wellspring of the l'lineral LL ie,

and while this World hath a being, will be an Inexhaustible Fountain to all those

Mysteries, so hiddenly delivered by the Ancients; for once again I say, that

not only the Stone, the great ELirir,b.ot also this hidden Fire does proceed

therefrom: But here Jrou must Understand the first Chao q , before the Philo -.

s a phic eL Mercury is produced therefrom.

Therefore a Body and not Bodies must be sought for, which being found

is the Cenfre of the Universal Inl-Iuences Concentrated and the Blood of the

said Body to be one in Essence with the Body , though it appears to Sight in

a twofold diversity, yet distinct in Wuality or Complection, but agrees so

Fundarnentally, which being United by the Hand of an Artist $/iII make the

Symphony or Consenting Harmony before spoken of; for in this Case it may

be said of  i t ,  as in anoiher place is spoken of the Mercury of .  Phi losophers,

ihai which is above is as that which is beneath, arrd so vice versa;for that

the Essence and Life of the Blood can't be obtained without the Fermentative

Spirit of the Earth, or Saturn 's Urine; neither can this Spirit of the Earth

be Homogeneous and Immortal, without it extracts the Life of the Blood:

George Starkey a Disciple of  Nature does in his Treat ise of  the said Liquor

in a Parabolical way deliver hirnself concerning these two Faces, thus, that

most Acute, Subtil and Penetrating Splrit of Mans Urine by the help of

another Mediurn, not of divers Ferrnent to its self, but Centrally one with it,

must be United with an Acid,  not  Conz,osiue, sacl  Natt t rae suae Grat issimum

thLs Acid. must be equally Volatile with the Salt of Urine before it can be

Married or United Intirnately with it; then by often Circulations it attains that

height of  Pur i ty to be Ent i t led Ens sal lun sunmum saLiun et  leLic issium,

Now that which is Centrally one with this Philosophical Urine is Blood;

the Blood is the Universal Form, as the Body is the Universal Matter,

for

but
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these beiag United by Force is called a Violent way; for rtis a different thing

to sow Gold in his owl Matrix of Universal Mercury, and so ferment it and

brirg it into Spirit; for then it becomes unfit for the work of Multiplication,

the Seminal Virtue beiag then totally Destroyed and Annihilated, which is the

verY Matter and Case of the Di- f ference of thei" lercury of  PhiLosophets 3 '1; ,6

ALkahest.

I have shewn you not only the Matter, bui also the Mariner and Apparition

of the Matter in the Hand of the Artist; I shall now corne to shew you the Na-

ture and Internal Property of the same, when the Knowledge thereof is ob-

tairied: I say 'tis wholy of a Salime Nature, which is a middle property held

up in the Arms of Nature, artd is contradistinct to either Aci d or .t,LkaL,J

so that neither of those, as already shewn in the former, have any right to

be the Matter or Foundation of this DzlssoLoent, but this Saline Quality is

the Central one, so that consequently this pure Spjrit hath some Garment

or a Shell, by which it is Covered and in which it is hatched and brought to

Maturation; and to speak plain, Candidly and Honestly rtis a Combust Sulphur,

so rvholy Combust, that the Spirit being drav,ri. from the Earth theFdeces wlII

burn without the least Srnoak, which shews that there is neither any Mercurial

or Saline part remaining; this is a Reduction of the Pure from the Impure, or

a Clean from an Unclean, by the Serpents devouring hirnself, and then reno-

vating irrto that, over which Death has no Power: Observe, he first begins

by biting his own Tai1, and so by Degrees devours himself, and last of aII his

Head, which shews that the Earth or Tail is first to be Dissolved, which then

Dissolves the Head or Blood; and that these are the two Principles spoken of

byPhilaLethes, is very plain; for in Pag. 25. of his Secrets .Revealed, he

cal ls i t  the f i rst  Ens oI Sal ts,  saying the true Phi.Losophersrejected al l

Salts, one SaIt only excepted, which is the first Ens of aLI Salts, which

dissolves all Meta1s, and by the same Work Coagulates Mercut'y; but this

is not done but by a Violent way and therefore that kind of Agent is again

separated both entirely in its weight and Vertue from the thing it is put to:

And in his Exposition upon RipLeg 'sEpistle, speakilg of the Separation of

the Sulphur frorn the i'4ercurg of Bodies, he says, rtis performed by the

help of  a Liquor drawn from the f i rst  dn s of  Sal ts;  and HeLmont s1Q S1-atkey

sav as much cal l ins 1t  dns Srt l iu.m 'St tnnum SaLiun Fel ic issimum which is
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the very sarae, that I do here assert of it: What sh'it I say, must I in every

word Transgress the Silence ofPythagoras ; No: Be thankful for this, for

it had never come to thy Ha.nd, had I not made a Soleml R,esolution in the

tirne of my hard Labours, Sweats and Agony of Body and Spirit, that iJ ever

the Almighty Being should bless me with the Knowledge oE lhis Liquor, I

would then deliver it so Candid, as that my \fritings should be a sure liand-

mark to the undaunted Coaster i:r his Intended Voyage to the Haven of Rest;

which promise I have here fully Accomplished in shewing the Universal Source

or Fountair, from whence this Liquoz, and the great Elixer doe arise, is one,

so that more needs not to be said as to this Point, therefore shall Conclude

this Chapter.
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CHAPTER III

THe rnur Wny Rruo I{NUNTR OF PREPARINE TUC LIOUOR ALKAHEST

The Mistakes and also the true Matter being shewn, I shall now come to

shew the true manner of the Preparation of this great DissoLDentwhich is

very di f f icul t ;  for  as PhLla-Le raesin 61s Exposi t ion on RipLeys 6a1se,

Pag. 279. says. the Liquon ALkahest is 100 t i rnes more di f f icul t  to Prepare

than the great Eli'rir; and that upon good Ground has this worthy Author thus

delivered it; for the E'L Lrir is a work of Nature, and the Mercurial Power

doth Purge off the Dregs Naturally, and it is caltred ELixir, so long as it

is Water,  for as Count ?reuisan says, Azoth is drawn out of  the El i r i r ,

as OyI out of  Water;  therefore as the El i r iz '  is  Natural ,  Lhe Ltquot:  Alkahest

is Artificial, arrd as Ludolicus de Comit" 1ays,, very difficult to be searched

into; for it may be variously thought of, being Artificial; for the Subject as it

tends to Ceneration and Corrupfion il order to a more Excellent Bir+h, is

then wile and mutable,Proteus like puts on all Shapes; and what we search

for must be pure and clear, and above all things lmmutable; so that here is

Chymical Faith required to believe before-hand and after sight will Astonish

Reason to Contemplate it, crying out with an lloly Admiration, O Lord! how

wonderfull art thou in all thy Works.

Ready: If you would Consider the work of Creation rtwas the very same;

for out of the rude l|ass sy Chaos 'vl14s not only Produced the most despicable

Object we behold, but also the most Glorious Creature that ever was Created,

not only Paradise, but also the Transcendent Glorious Angels, so that from

this the di-fficulties do arise, how to proceed by Art in separation of fhls Chaos,

as also the due way and manner of Joyning due Agents and Patients by the

separating of things adjoyned, for rtis not sufficient to understand the Aqua

Vitae of the Wise, but you must also know, how to preserve it from its

Compeer or Water; for being separated from the strict Tye it had in the
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Elernents, it would rather pass over than come again to Coagulation: Again,

Itis easy to be destroyed, if you take it unripe, by the wiolent Fire of Separ-

ation:

These Difficulties did so Amuse artd PuzzLe me as to keep me back from

the Possession of  the saidLiquot" many Years,  which Knowledge I  then

vained abundantly more than the Possession of great Treasures; but how-

ever blessed be God I have great Reason to say, that one Secret seldorn

discovers it self alone, for the Knowledge of one is a lar ge step of Entrance

into the other; for that in this Subject both of them 1ye, invis ibly hidden, as

it were, under the strong folds of a Plineral Ens,which the Industrious

hand must labour to make Manifest; which being Effected, his time will be

Iiftle enough, to Comiemplate and Admire at the sight of the Operation its

wonderful Effects.

Observe, in the Manj-festation ttis reduced to the smallest Attoms irn-

maginable, through which it arises to the Eminent Dignity spoken of; for as

Helmont and Starkey have i t ,  Ad mininos teductus Atomos i 'n Natura

possLbi les,  and c.  d ignius de Corpus non repe:niens cui  Nuberet ; Ih ls

Later, which is Vile and Contemptible, is advanced to the transcendent

height of Purity and Perfection, which Words, says the Latter, are soon

said, but not so soon understood, and hardest of all to be done; which is

the Reason of the many di-ffic ultie s mentioned in this Chapter, concerning its

Dpancar4inn

'T is t rue, th is Operat ion is in few Words taught by Paracelsus, where

he says in his Treat ise, De oir ibus Membrorum Cap.de Eepate, the Process

of theAlkahest is ( l l t  a CoaguLat ione sucL resoLuatut ' ,  ac deinde Co-

aguletur i -n Forman tTansmutatum, s icut  Pz'ocessus CoagulandL et  ResoL-

uenCi doeet,  )  Which short  Process is the greatest Light that acute Phi lo-

sopher gives concerning tfds Mistery; no marvel then i-f the Doctrirre of its

Preparation remains so obscure in the World; f.orStarkeg allows, Ihat HeL-

mont's Doctrine is equally as obscure, as that of. Paz'acels as, and I say

that Starkeg rs is as obscure as ei ther of  them, ald indeed that of  Ludouicus

de Conit .  not much clearer;  for that of .  SoLut ionand Interuening Coagu-

Lat ion is the greatest Light,  that any of .  the Phi losophers have given con-

cerning the Preparation of thisLiquor ; for there is this Reason of such an
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Obscuration, the Process by them given is General, and common and alike

to most or all Chimycal Maisteries; but more especially to the two Grand

Arcanats,  ,s iz t lne Liquor ALkalzes tand the Phi losophers El ixer.

But the manner of .  Solui ; ionand Coagulat ion i5 qui fq di- f ferent,  the

one is Nafural, as already said, fhs other ArtiJicial, and therefore very

difficult, because it is not easily searched out, and +hat it may be variously

conceived of; but that which has been hitherto known and demonstrated by

al l  t rue Art ists is SaLut ion andcoaguldt ioni  we sha1l a l i t t le consider the

di-fference and manner of this 5, Lutlon in both these Magisteries.

The Dissolution requisit in order to oLrtain the Alkahest is a dissolving

of the Body into a Spirit that will never Coagulate into a Body again, but the

Dissolut ion in order obtain the I ' Iercury of .  PhiLosophersis a Dissolut ion,

wherein the Essence of the Body is so Congealed, as to become a Ferment

Io the Mercury, to Congeal upon the Body again; for as the Worthy Tz'euisan

says concerning the Preparat ion of  the i lereurA 6f PhiLosophezsJ the sane

Matter must abide that the sarne Forrn may follow, and that nothing is to be

added to it, nor taken frorn it, but a Superfluous Flegm and red Earth; for

when Bodies are to be Renovated it rnust be done by things in kind; therefore

Treuisan makes it a great Eryor to al+.er 14ercury from its Metallic Species;

we rnay grormd, that the Great Work is performed by a dissolution of the Body

and Congelation of the Spirit, but the work of the Circulated Salt is a SoLution

into Secondary Prjnciples, but not into Elements; for nothing of Profit can be

e:q)ected from thence, yet this Solu.tion ought not to be into every distinct

Pr inciple,  but into one Sal ine LLqu.ot ' ,  Eomogeneous1nf l  Inmorta Z'  Here

this Body of fwo Faces, or that of. o]|d S'atu.nn 's Urine and the Blood of the

Greai World are reduced to one, and that you may know it when so reduced,

it is a Fire, yet in form of Water; rtis an Air, yet Condensed; rtis no Corro-

sive, yet the rnost sharp and perpetual Corrosi]re; rtis not Medicinal yet the

Crowl of all true Medicine, being a Cleanser and Puri-fier in Nature, a

Destroyer and Conqueror of Bodies; ttis called the Fire of Hell, because the

Spirit that comes from the Centre is United to the Blood without the Interme-

diation of the Heavenfy Rays of Llercurg , yet Acts with that Pu-rify, as that

it finds no Body more noble than its seU to joyn withal, therefore is not

Comrniscible with any Ferment, and so not capable of Transmutation.
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These Things being considered I shall now come to give you a short

Scheme of what HeLrttont says concerning this Li quor, the fir st is what the

Artist desires, and is Comprehended in these Words, Art is Solicitous in

findirrg out a Body, which may play with us in such a Symphony or consenting

Harmony by reason of its exquisit Purity, that no Corruptive Prirrciple can

find irt it any Heterogenities, by which to work in it a Dissipation of Parts:

This is the Sum of what the Artist would attain, and is the Chief of aJ.I which

can be by Art sought for. The Second is, what Art by Industry doth fiad,

Comprehended in these Words, Religion then stood arnazed, the Later lns1rrg

found, which bei-ng reduced to the smallest Attoms possible in Nature despises

the Wedlock of every Ferment, in vain therefore is its Transmutation sought

for, not finding a Body more worthy than its self whereunto it may be jol'ned.

The Third discovers the Anomaly of this Production, in these Words; But the

Art or Labour of Philosophy hath brought forth an Anomalous Product in Na-

ture, which took its beiag without Mixture of any Ferment, divers or Hefero-

geneous to its self and the fourth contains a short Adumbration of the Process,

the Serpent bit himseU, revived from the Poyson into a pure Essence, over

which Death hath no Power. Al1 which to a Son of Wisdom I have with much

Candidness already explained; but for the benefit of Tgro 's I shall now come

to give a farther Illustration by way of Mecanic Demonstration.

If Art will from the 7a6ss obtain a Body, it rnust be begun with Coagula-

tion, and with such Magnetical Earth, as Attracts the Celestia1 Raies and Uni-

versal Spirit, and Concentrates them irl the Centre, for that in the Centre the

pure Parts of the Starry Fire is digested, and in the Centre all the hrfluences

meet,  and from the Centre does the l iv ing Ferch proceed; for r t is the Central

Archaeus that Sublimes the Mineral Vapour or those pure Spirits that are of a

dissolving Nature; this is the Body which Art is Industrious about and desirous

to know, even the Body of the Universal Salt and Sulphur of the great World;

for in the Mecanical Demonstration from thence proceeds such a Spirit which

in aIL Nature has not its Compeer; but.before rtis brought to that Harmony, as

to admif of no Dissipation of parfs, it must have tirne to maturate, and to form

to its self some pure Garments or a Compleat Coagulation, which is done by

Successive Anirnations,

before it is taken out of

as to bring the Spirit of the Earth to permanency

Nest, and that is done by successir,'e R etrogr adat ions,

so
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or repeated Coagulations to brilg this Transverse Work of the Earth the

nearer to its purity, for then only it is, that it admits no dissipation of

P arts.

The Body being found and thus purified, and its Spirit produced from

the small Invisible Putri-fied Attoms of the same doth cause a Religious

Astonishment; that from so dry a Body as the Earth should proceed the

Cerrtral Later or the most hidden Rivulet of the great Ocean its se1f, no-

thing in the World being so pure it despises to Contract Wedlock with every

specj-ficaied Form wha+soever, and so its Transmutation is impossible, and

indeed the oftner this Universal Spirit passes through the Entrals of the EIe-

ments, the grealer is its Purity and the fitter for Ac+ion; for on fhe other

hand Matter could not Subsist, but by the continual additional Rays of its

Universality; therefore, Reader, Retain thy Amusement for a time, and

thou shalt hear the Philosophical Trumpet calling thee to behold a wonder -

ful  rar i tv,  even the f  ndian Brachman rs Famous Water Works, Contradist inct

to all others, as it is a well cornpacted Body of Fire burning in Water, and

in fuI1 Lustre and not e>':tinguished; for in the Decoction the Blood and Urine

is C entrally one, but il the Coagulation they appear under trvo Faces; PhLLa -

Lethes says as much, speaking of  the next Matter of  the Alkahesi  ,  says t t is

a SaIt and the Fire surrounds the SaIt, and the Water swallows up the Fire,

and yet overcomes it not, and so is made the Philosophers Fire, of which

they speak, the Vulgar burn with Fire, and we with Water: it being so

transcendently pure then scorns to be joyned with any Compeer, so admit s

of no Wedlock.

Herei:r Consists the Excellency of this Liquox that Art and Labour con-

spire together to produce this En s or being without any mixfure of any fer-

ment Diverse or Heterogeneous to its seU; for indeed its Composition is

whotly from Universal Principles, or Vir gin Elements, and Invisible ones

too, for the Earth and the Water of this Fountain is as Invisible to the Eye

of the Vulgar as the Fire and Ajr, but,being made Manifest to ihe Artist do

Conspire toge'her io br ing for+h one )nonal o"ts Bir th;  therefore be assured,

from these Words this GrealPhiLosopher would poir i t  for th,  that th is Liquor

is not Compounded of two things of different Natures, for then it rvould be

Subject to Death, but of one thiag alone even the most Universal SaIt of
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Nature, which is divided into two, and returns to one again, so consequently

is one in Nature and Essence.

But now the Adumbration of the Process doth also shew the Universality

and Uncompoundedness of this Rn s , it is represented by a Serpent biting

himseU and reviving from the Poyson into a pure Essence, over rvhich Death

has no Power; observe the Antient Egypttans always by a Serpent understood

this Universal Spirit; because of the Subtilty of its Parts, and that Creature

of a]l others is the most Subtil, and therefore well may it figure forth by the

holding its Tail in its Mouth Natures Circulation from one Universal Element

to another, till all the Elementary Qualities are unbanded, and the pure Es-

sence of all extracted, which moves upon an lmmortal Hinge and therefore

will adrnit of no Dissipation of Parts or Evaporation of Moisture; for as it

is Homogene, ttis of an equal Volatility, and being the Celestial Fire rnade

Terrestial by its own Power canrt be destroyed by any specificated Body

rvhatever, therefore weII might ga Lmont say, as there is but one Fi.re in

the World, so there is but one Liquor, none other partaking in Quality with

it, as the Adepti do know and can testifie: Which Liquor is that rvhich wiJJ,

Sampson like, rnake sport for the Artist, and do rncre than ever the Lords

of the thLlistines couLd have expected from hirn, ptucking down and des-

troying as he did not Houses, but the most Compact and Solid Bodies of

Minerals, and like a Valiant Conqueror maintains his Ground against all

opposilg Enemies: but few are the Kings, Lords or Nobles, that have been

so happy to see the Battle fought by this AnomaLous Combatant, not only for

the Reasons afore rendered, but also for the tediousness of the Preparation,

which we sha1l now come to speak of and so eonclude this Chapter.

A c *n *ha * i*a 
^F ^- ,t.- eparing this Liq.uor'tis long and tedious, which HeL -

mont also Complains of, but Starkey explains this to be more upon the Account

of the Stink in the first Preparation, than of the tediousness or length of tirne;

for he Lirnits it to a few certain Days, which I know is irnpossible to be Effected,

unless he begins to CaJ.culate from the time that the Body is ripe and fit to be

broke by Violence, and to be distilled over into a Spirit, then to Unite the

Blood or other Face may be accomplished in his tirne: But for my part I

do comprehend from i leLmont what Experience shews, DLz that f  he t ime

is long and tedious, and attended with many difficulties, whieh;ialmont aLso
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kner,v, or else he lvould not a Cornptained so much for the loss of his Boftle;

Crying out, O that I had removed my Receiver; from whence \Te may readily

Conceive, that he suffered Loss:Ludooicus de Comit i ,bus puts the Quest ion

beyond doubt concerning the tediousness of the tjrne vrhere speaks of the Re-

duc'ion and Retrogradarion saying, it canr+ be performed by common Labour;

but requires both Art and Time, which, he says, is long and therefore who-

ever thinks to obtain it by Violence and irr a short time shaIl find himself

much deceived, for he can never bring if +o any final Complemed, and con-

sequently will never be able to know what Vertue rtis lmpowered urithal, even

that Fiery and Vital one; for that it is destroyed by force by his Compeer,

which Helnant alad S tat'key do aIlow, but tell not tvhat that Compeer is;

but that excel- lent Son of Art  Ludoulcus aforesaid,  says ' t is  Water,  there-

fore Irll attribute to hirn the Praise, his Writings grving me the first Light

of discovery, what this Cornpeer was.

O Reader, fhou must of necessity allow that it is a time of Tediousness

as well as difficulty to Concentrate the Benignent Spirit of the World, to

make such a strong Sulphureous and Saline Liquoz' of it, as will dissolve

the hardest Metals, even those, that oppose Common Fire, are by this

Liqu.ot' radically opened, it being as we rnay call it, the very Essence of

the Elements Heavenly and Earthly; and what Typiiies the Fire of the last

Judgrnent, which is permanent over the Elements in a Quintessential Nature,

so that the Degrees of its purity are not to be wondered at; the Artist hath

great Cause to Bless and Praise the Lord his God, who hath made hi-rn an

Instrument to produce a clean thing out of an unclean, which that Good Man

.iob so much Questioned s aying, who can bring a Clean thing out of an Un-

clean, surely none but God alone; so that we see the best of Men speak but

according to that knowledge, which ihe Almigbty thinks fit to reveal unto

them; for he disposes of Knowledge as of Rivers, communicating it for the

use of al l :  Therefore PauLts Advice was Sound and Candid,  Judge not igno:r-

antLy of  th ings Lhou undez'standest nol :  :  For indeed i - f  we look

upon the thing ar ight ' t is  properly the Work of  God; Lor asTreuLsan says

concerning the Exaltation of the Work in the great ElLir, 'tis done Chris ti

G"atia, lmporting that Man canrt alter the ordained Course of Nature, but

as an Instrument in the Hand of God stands still to see a mighty deliverance;
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but we are speaking of that where Art must lend her help, because Nature

is altered from her usual Course, and a Clean thing is also required; but

this is a Talent not Committed to every one's Trust.

Now this clean thing can never be Produced but by a Radical Union of

the foresaid Principles, not only by a bare Association or Apposition of

Parts,  so that the same may be said of  th is,  as is of  that Union of S uLphLL?

and i"lercttry in the Great Work, uiz. they can never more be separated,

neither in Love nor Woe, this Radical Union is as Prhcipally required in

this Li.quot,, as it is inAzoth, which is a Volatile Tender Spirit for Whiten-

ing Laton: Now this being separated frorn many Heterogenities hath no Ern-

inent smell, but is a Ponderous, su,btll 7iq1a6y, which will not sti.L1 over but

i:r a considerable Degree of Heat in Sand, u'L z . the third Degree, and ad-

mits of its Flegm to be distilled off first, as other Ponderous Spirits do:

PhiLaLethes speaking of  the Substance and Preparat ion of  th is Liquor de-

Iivers himseU thus; rTis a Noble Circulated Salt prepared with wonderful

Art, till it answers the desires of an Ingenious Artist; yet rtis not any Cor-

poreal Salt made liquid by a bare Solution, but is a Saline Spirit, which

Heat cannot Coagulate by evaporation of the Moisture, but is of a Spiritual

Uniform Substance, Volatile; which in a gentle Heat will Distil over, Ieaving

nothing behind; that is to be understood in a Requisit Heat of Sand; so is there

an Exaltation made far above what Nature was ever able to perform.

Thus I have delivered the difficulties and also touched at the Fire and

given you the right way of its Preparation from Point to Point, I have de-

clared the Truth without Defect or Ambiguity of Words; and have as formerly

rnentioned, shewes you that no strange Ferments are used, the Principles

being C entrally contained irr the Original Chaos, which being separated and

brought again to an Indisoluble Union, is, the Serpents devouring his own

Tail and so renovating into that, upon \Irhich Death can have no Power: but

this cannot be performed, but by the help of Fires of divers sorts, Conven-

ient Vessels, fit Furnaces and Glasses, and a considerable time to boot,

without all which it will be impossible for the Artist to obtain his desired

end, beilg as I have delivered, much easier to know the Matter, than to

find out the true manner of its Preparation, which is chiefly and principally

fo be sought for at the Hand of the Almighty; these are Secrets which belong
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to the Divine Treasury, and therefore the Aid or free leave of the Triune

Power must be implored, to open the Door of Entrance, which may other-

wise for ever remain shut to thee.

Yet I have not been wanting in these Sheets to Communicate my Exper-

ience, and C andidly to shew the Preparation of this Trnmortal Liquol so

far as was lawful for me without exposing it to the Hands of debauched

Persons and Impostors, and he that canrt gather it from what is here de-

1il'ered will scarcely obtain it from the Voluminous Circumlocutions of

other Writers; who have so Intermixt the Preparation and intangled it w'ith

the PhiLo s ophLcal Mez,curU, that the Art ist  stands in need of Ar iadnets

Clew to lead him out of that Labyrinth; in which Maze that the Ingenious may

be no longer bewildred, I shall in the following Chapter distinctly and cle arly

discover the difference between the Li.quor Alkahes la'nd Mencury ot the

PhiLosophers.
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CHAPTER IV

THe orrreReruceBETI/EEN THI9 LISUOR AND THE

OF THE PHTLOSOPEERSMERCURY

The Labour of the Candid and honest hearted is to untie those di-fficult

Knots, which the envious have always been endeavouring to tye, and to bring

the Industrious out of that LabJtinth, where they have been entangled and be-

wiLdered, so as to loose the Right Path, and for this end I arn willing to lend

rny Hand to conduct the searcher through this Wood where many an honest

hearted and laborious Man I am well satisfied have lost their Way, as not

beiag able to distinguish the different Path of tlne Liquot' ALkahest ar.d Met

cut'g oLPhiLosophans , designrng this Chapter as a Plain and knowing Pilot

in this Case.

I hope that nothing but lgnorance it seU will question the Verity of what

I have here delivered concerning the Foundation of the Alkahest 41fl Mexcury

of Phi losopher lobe one, seeing I  have on my side not only Experience,

but also the Testirnony of worthy Sons of Art, that they do both proceed from

the first Chaos , before Art hath undertaken to work upon it: But here the

difference comes, one is prepared in a way agreable to Nature, the other

Artificial; and consequently ieally divested from ihe Generative Power, be-

irrg drawn beyond the Predestination of its Natural Seed; the exact Example

of which may be seen in a Grain of Wheat, when ttis sorpn in its proper Ma-

trix, in order to MultipLication by Generation; or when it is Artificially Pre-

pared and Fermented, and so drawn irrto Spirit, irr which Work the Seminal

and Generative Virtue is wholly destroyed: For here there is made an Arti-

ficial Solution of the Seed not into Elements but Secundary Principles; and

by this violent way of Dissolution rtis divested of its Metall-ic Seed, and Con-

sequently made un-fit for the Act of Generation, as was shewed just now in

the Exa-rnple of the Grain of Wheat: so by consequence must bring a consi-
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derable difference at their Respective Ends.

Yet nevertheless both these as they arise from one Universal Fountain

there rnay be sorne likeness in them and for this Reason the Description does

in some Sence resemble both the one and the other, that few have been able

to distinguish the true difference, and the more by the shi-fting Speeches of

Writers, who con-found the one with the othe", that so the Artist may be easily

entangled, because they have not so much as di-[ferenced them in Narne, Na-

ture or Operat ion; f .or Van Hel 'monts4ys, thai  theLiquor ALkahes f ,  d issolves

every Visible and Tangible Matter into the first Ens, preserving its Power,

which Words preserving its Power is also attributed to the Mercury of Philo-

sophers;  other PhiLosophers say, r t is a f iery Water,  and Lightsom, and

Tuyba PhiLos. andSeniar say, our Water is a Fire,  and stronger than any

Fire for it reduces the Body of GoId into a meer Spirit, which the Common

Fire could never be able to do; the like also says A"tephius;the very same

thing is by others at tr ibuted to the ,4 Lkahes t :  Helnont says that as there is

but one Fire in the World, so there is but one Liquor il the World, no other

partaking in Quality with it; and Gebe.r says, the most high hath given us the

Knowledge of this Water, which lights the C aldle gives Light to Houses and

yields abundance of Riches: It would be too tedious to enumerate the Para]Iels

of ih is k ind concerning theALkahest and l4etcuz'y of .  Pht iLosopher:  so Ihat

'tis very difficult for the unskilful and unwary to distinguish their true di-ffer -

ence, which is mostly to be Comprehended from those Words, where rtis said,

the one is a work of Nature, the other of Arf ; so are they different il appear-

ance, for as a late Author says, that I may prevent a Cornmon Ercor, uiz -

the confounding our NaturaL DissoLuentwtth our Circulated Salt  or ALkahest

some lgnorant Boasters who neither know the one, nor the other, having

taught that they are both the sane, I shal1 so far shew the Difference, that

no Tgr,o but may effectually distinguish them jn his Theory. Know there-

fore, and Note well this short distinction, there is no Affinity between them

either in Matter or Operation; They differ in Matter, as much as one Species

doth from another, the one being l4etallinq the other Saltne ; They differ

in xheir Operations, as much as Love and Wrath; +he one in Lorre Preserwing,

the other in Wrath Destroying, Life and Motion.

This Aurhor by his good leave speaks right in fhe Operation, bu+ slrains
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the String too far concerning the Matter, as too many Reformers do, and

so cause Errors on the other Hand, equal to those they would R eforrn, there-

by making many to grope for the Door of Entrance, or middle way, which

leads directly to the Path of Truth: For be sure as they proceed from one

Matter, both Universal, there is something of Assi-rniLation in them; for as

much as they are both performed by way of Solution and Coagulation, both

tedious and difficult in searching out; and the Subject Matter so far exalted

from its former State, as that it becomes a Work of Wonder; and for certain

they must have sornething of likeness, or else those Artists were very Ig-

norant, who gave thern one Denomination, calling them by the like Narne, as

Fiery Water and Watry Fire, Im:nortal and Homogeneous Essences, zlZk -

ahest, which is all Ghost or Spirit, the first Ezs of Salts' and have attribu-

ted Supernatural Vertue to both; and frorn these and such like Universal

Terms and Names, 'tis very easy for the Searcher to be deceived.

Wherefore I shall now come to give you a clear and general Account,

wherein they agree, and wherein they disagree, and then shew you the Rea-

son, why they are thus described, then give you the true and proper signi-

f icat ion of  the word ALkahest ,  and why Helmont gave the Ltquor this Narne;

for I have taken some paias after the Inquiry thereof, so that I am able to

render a Satisfactory Reason:

First of alt I shall Instance in some particulars, wherein they agree:

First ,  the Mercuryofthe Phi losophersand this CircuLated Sal t  ag?ees,

in that fhey are both Universal, one for the Graduation and Exaltation of

Metals, the other for Dissolving all Bodies: Secondly, They agree in this,

that as one preserved the Seed in order to Multiplication by Generation, so

the other preserves the Crasis and l"ledicinaZ Vertue of Species in order

to healing; for in the Dissolution it adrnits of Nothirg to fly away in Fume:

Thirdly, They agree in this, the one is the Emblem of Manrs Regeneration

and eternal Salvation, the other of Man's Dissolution and Destruction; for

in the Preparation they are both to be seen: Fourthly, They both agree in

the Penetration of Bodies; the one enters to the very Central Li-fe of thern

in order to the Multiplication, the other pierces to their very Centre irr

order to their Separation and Division; for it separates between their Central

Mercury and Sulphur: Filth1y, They agree in the Matter and Manner of Pre-



parat ion, as to 'he Matter they both Proceed from the f i rst  ;4s of  Sal fs,

and as to the manner, rtis by Solution and Intervening Coagulation, titl

brought to an exalted Perfection: Sixihly and Lastly, They agree in that

thev are both made from the Universal Chao s , as also in the marurer of

their  Composit ion; for the ! , !ercur.U of the Phi losophersis Compounded

of Sulphur and l [ercurA; but theLLquot Alkahest of  SaIt  a l1d Fire and

Blood; and both brought to such an Indis solubl-e Bond of Love and Unity,

as never to be separated either in Lor.e or Woe; both Homogeneous ard

lmmortal, and both Univers al Dissolvents: Ilawin g shewn wherein they

agree, I shall nov/ come to speak of that wherein they disagree.

First, They differ irr this, whereas the Work of the Philosopheys Mer -

cury is purely Natusal ,  so the Process of  the Imnortal  DissoLtent ts

meerly Arti-ficial.: For as in this Work the Sulphur or Gold is exalted to

the highest Pitch and Deg"ee of Perfection so in the preparation of the

g:eatI I iLech oI ParcceLsus, i t  is  reduced from a Natural  to a Contra-

natural State. Secondly, They disagree in this, where the i4ercury of tlne

PhiLosophers is an Homogeneous Metal l ic Ezs Co-essent ial  i r r  a l l  i ts parts,

true i[ercurJ, of a middle Substance clear like pure Silver, being bright

Celestial and Shining, and not so Essential to aly thing as GoId, it being

its Universal Mother does radically congeal upon it; therefore as TTeDisan

says, no Menstruum is profitable irr the Philosophic Work, but that which

dissolves the Body in a Generative way, and then recongeals upon the Bociy

dissolved, so the Philosophers Solution of the Body is a Congelation of the

Spirit; and upon this Account they have rejected all those Solutions, as Soph-

istical, where the Di sscluent and Dissolved remain not Permanent together:

Whereas theALkahest or SaL Circulatunis aSal ineLiquor" and therefore

by Paracelsas someti.rnes caLled the Liquor of Salts and doth Dissolve Bodies,

but remains not wit h them, being as easy separable from them, as the Spirit

of SuLphurLs from OyL Thirdty, There is a Disagreement between the Mer-

cur l1: /  of  lhe Phi l ,  c s ophet 'sas6 L,:quov .ALkahest in the manner of  their  Op-

eration and Aciion on Bodies, for the l"let:curli dissolves Gold and al1 Precious

Stones and Pearls by way of Generation, and Exaltation, for the Life and Ver-

tue is Multiplied, and they rnay be reduced to their first Form in greater Ver -

tue and Beautv, and of more Value'to the M':tallurgist and Jeweller, but the
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Liqt tox Alkahest dissolves not only GoId, but also al l  the other Metals,  by

way of Destruction, so that the Generative Virtue is defaced and wholy obli-

terafed, and in this Reduction into their first Matter it gives a certain Testi-

mony of their Diversity, as Metals into 5r1o7ru, and i|e"cu!!j , Stones into a

Saltrc L La. uor', and Pearles into a MiJky Juice. Fourihly, They disagree in

this,  the Mexcut ' t1 ol  Phi .Losophers at  the end of i ts Preparat ion wi l l  become

fixt and Permanent abiding all the fiery Tryals, in form of a Calx, yet as

fusible as Wax Penetrating. t4ercur',./, and other VolatiLe Bodies before their

Fl ight and f ixes them; whereas the Liquoz, LLkahest at  i ts respect ive end

of Preparation is a Ponderous Sa1ine Liquor in form of Water, which wilL

moysfen ihe Hand and every thing else, and as it is wholy Saline and Volatile

'twill not endure the Fire, but will rernain in its form Distilling over in a

SaLjne Ltquor beirg altogether Incapable of Coagulation, and by that means

dissolves all fixt Bodies whatsoever, not into Elements but into more sirnple

Parts. Fifthly, Their Di-fference consists in this, whereas the l4ercury of

PhiLosophers is made by a remiss Fire of  Generat ion, even the Aireal  Li , fe

and Lunar Fire being the Medium in perfecting it by gentle Decoction from

Poirrt to Point, which Regirnen of the Fire has been car efully hid by all Art-

ists,  in that ' t is  cal led the Vessel of  Nature, or Mercur ial  Vessel ,  londus

Naturae: Whereas the I ' iqu.or.  Alkahest is made by the most v iolent Fire

of separation, for the Spirit is by Violence not only Distilled from the Earth

in Fiery form; but that is United to the Blood, which produces that Hellish

Fire that brings al1 lmperfect Metals to a greater lmperfectness, though not-

withslanding it makes them the more Powerful and Efficacious for the ex-

pelling and rooting out of Diseases and Infir mitie s, for being brought to their

ffust Ens they dissolve and circulate with our Juyces, as being then thin and

Spirituous, and so perform that in the curing Diseases, which in their hard

and gross Natures could never be expected frorn them. Sixthly and Lastly,

lhsPlt i l  o s ophers !4ercuyy and Liquor Alkahe s L dt t f .er in this,  the one may

be brought to an Universal Medicine, the other has no Medicinal Vertues in it:

For as Phi la lethes says, th is l . !ercL!r !  thus renovate or new born, may by

l l ls PhiLasopherbe diversly handled; for he may take i t  f rom the Fjre,  and

Circulate and Cohobate this Meneury by a Peculiar Operation, which is partly

Mechanical, till he have a most adrnirable, pure, subtiL Spirit, in which he
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rnay dissolve Pearls and all Gems, and Multiply them or his Red Stone, be-

fore it be united with a Metal in Projection, for the making of ALLTun Pota -

bi le:  and : , l r r lh is; Iercu"U, thus Circulated, is doubt less the Mystery of  the

never fading Light, which I have actually seen, but yet not PracticaLLy made"

In a rvord, every one who hath fhis exuberate l4e rc: u.z't1 hath indeed at Corn-

mand the subject of Wonders, which he may irnploy himself il many ways,

both admirably and pleasantly" And certainly, he that hath this, needs no

Information from another; hirnself now standing in the Center, he rnay easily

view the Circum-ference, and then Operation l,vil1 be, next the Spirit of God

the best Guide: So that the MercurA of Phi . i ,osophei ' ,  being bnought to f ix i fy,

may be made an Universal Medicine, for the Curing a1l Diseases, and Reno-

vating and Restoring to Youthful strength and Vigour; whereas lhe Liquor

Alkahest, be it never so highly multiplied or Exalted, carnot properly be

said to be a Medicine, but a Menstruum, which is a Proper help or Mediurn

to prepare Medicines by, and in it seU still remains unchangeable, being as

Sta:nkeg says, endued with these Qual i t ies;  uiz tTis a Ponderous Liquor,

being indeed all SaIt, without any Watry F1egm; it is all Volatile being who1ly

a Spirit, without any Corporeity left iri it, of no emi-nent Odour, for aII things

which send out an odour considerable, are for the most part of a very Volatile

Nature, or consist of many Heterogenities. It is not therefore Volatile after

the manner of Spirit of Wine, Urine, or the like, which fly with the smallest

degree of heat, but (like unto a ponderous Spi-rit, which yeilds its Flegm in

the first place) this when it hath dissolved any Vegetable Concret e, and made

it  Volat i le,  wi l l  suf fer the same by a gent le heat of  BaLneum Mart ,a,  to be

all separated from its se1f, and c.

From what has been here said,  concerning the Agreement and Disagree-

rnent of these two, I hope, the diligent Inquirer after Art will receive good

satisfaction, and for the future be freed from those doubts and Errors, which

might before occasion much Trouble arrd Perplexity of miad: This was the

end I  proposed to my seU, throughout. the whole of  rny discourse; th is there-

fore may suffice as to this Poirrt; I sha1l now proceed to speak of the Proper

Names of this Dissolvent.

Bul  by the way (Reader) observe, that the Invent ion of  +his Liquor,  in

these Parts of  ihe World is owing toPqraceLsus; thus PhiLalethes, and also
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adds, thaf arnong Lhe MaaTs ar]d AY'abLans , it hafh been, and is at this

day, commonly known to the Acuter sort of Chymists, then consequently

we must depend, t.hat Pa:raceLsas did give the most signific ant and Proper

Names fo i t ,  and ' t is plain f rom Helmonts own Wri t ings, ihat he di l igent ly

Studied and Traced his Works, and at length through Labour came to under-

stand them, and amongst other things, obtained the Knowledge of such a

dissolving Menstruum, as Paracelszrs often writes of; and seeing this

Liquoz, to contain an homogeneous Nature, spiritually acting, and after

almost innumerable Actions sti11 remaining the same, (Spirits being immor -

tal) and this LLquor proving so, he therefore not irnproperly calted 7t ALk-

ahest ; although, as I shall shew by and by, this Name doth more properly

belong t .o f .he Mereurg of  Phi1,osopher,  and that,  th is was the design of

Porac elsus in i t ;  however by the way, I  shal l  examil  the der ivat ion or Root,

of this Word, which is frorn the EeLEic n or rather Eigh Dutch Language;

in HoT,Land or Flandars,  where Van Helnont l ived, (Geest )  is  as much

as fo say in Enqt ish (Sp 
" l - , )  and in t ]ne Gez,nan Tongue, ' t is  much higher

and Guttural ,  being expressed (AL,:hahest)  which signi l ies (ALL Splni ts

or al .L Spir i tuaL: )which Word (  ALahuhest )  PuraceLsus makes ment ion

of in the Tenth Book of his Arehid,oxas. Chap. 6th.  where treat ing of  the

Vir lue of  ihe Members, says that the Liquor,4 /  ch Lhe s t  ,  has a great power

of Conserving and Comforting the Liver, and consequently of Preserving it

from the Dropsie, and all such as arise from the defect of the Liver, and

jf the Liver is dissolved or broken, it stands in the Place of a new Liver:

The Process thereof is this, it must be resolved from its Coagulated state,

and Coagulated again into a Transmuted Form, as the Process, of Coagula-

tion and Dissolution Teaches" This Passage is the onfy Place, whereim Para-

ctcelsu.s has made use of this Name, it being not to be found elser,vhere in

al l  h is Wri t ings, so that ' t is  plain to us that Helmont has borrowed this

Name from hirn, therefore we must according to Reason and Experience

consider,  whether Pa:naceLsus meant this Li ,quor or not;  because the Pro-

cess set down, t.tizt 
" Solution and Coagulation is alike and Common, (as

hath been already touched at, ) not only to the Preparation of both these

but likewise to most C h1'rnical Magisteries.

Now the Liver is the Fountain of the Blood, and is the seat of Li-fe next
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the heart, the Blood being fhere Prepared for a further Elaboration and

Purification, in order to give the Body, its Nourishment for the Production

of Seed, and Consequently for the maintaining of Life, and c. And rtis plain

by erper ience; ihat th is Liq, ,on wi l l  by greater leng+h of f i rne, dissolve al l

rnixl Beings by its Active, Thir, Spirituous Penetrative, Dissolving and Ho-

mogeneous Naturs, in a Natural degree of Heat equal to that of the Liver,

and separate them into their distinct Substances, suffering not any thing to

fly away in Air or Fume; so thai to me here arGes the difficulty to think,

how'his should work that di f ferent Effect ,  of  heal ing and restor ing'he Liver,

and not rather dissolve it, as it does other mixt beings: The doubt is beyond

rny reason at present to give an Answer to, and I suppose will so rernain for
p^- r 

^^ 
h^+ -^ '-,tch as once intend +o 31 tr rmav,i"ian+ rn i-_, ;+. vir _4rr!^tJLl Iafv]

tues in this Case; hawing, besides what is already offered, two Substantial

Reasons against it; the First is, that this L'Lquor being diffic ult to be pre-

pared, would be too costly to be administered by way of Medicine; for a Rea-

sonable Practise would soon dlminish a considerable Quantity, so that this

gpeat Trsssure would in little tirne, be exhausted and come to notfuilg, if

given by way of Medicine, whereas rtis perpetual by way of Menstruurn: The

Second. is,  t [2t  the PhiLosaphers give no direct ions for the Exhibi t ion of  the

White Stone hwardly,  but in EpiLepsies and PaLsies ,  and other Diseases

of the Brain, which is under the dominion of the Moon, much less its White

OyIbut for  Externals,  as LeDrosies,  Scabs, Virulent ULcers,  Fistulas,

Cance-rs,  NoLi me Tangexe ,  etc,  and the l ike;  how they should then dare

to exhibit a Spirit so Active and Fiery, yet much more Crude than these, I

know not; neither indeed can I be made to believe, that ever Helmont or any

other of the ndepts , did ever once so much as rnake use of it by way of

Medicine, and Consequent ly could not be this Liquor ,  which PaTaceT'sus

meant, where he speaks of the Cure of the Liver, but rather of the Grand
E LLTET.

But 'tis abundantly more probable, that they served themselves there-

with in the Preparations, of Drugs and aI1 kind of species, in orcler 'o bring

+hem to Magister ies,  Arcanars,  Essences, and Quintessences, which have a

superlative Vertue, especially from the Metalline and Mineral Kingdom; be-

cause what is resolved by it retains their healing Faculty; so from these
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Considerat ions f  canrt  Conceive that Paracelsu s,  where he speaks of the

Restor ing of  the Liver,  that he meant the Circulatum l4inus. or th is I i  -
qt,o:t' , so that ttis altogether undemonstrable, that this silgle Dissolving

Menstruum should be a safe and good Medicine, and Consequently should

Cure the Dropsie as is easy fo be gathered fromthe foregoing Words of

ParaeeLsus ,  fhat his Alkahe s tpaTIIy was Medicinal ;  for he expressly

savs, i-f the Live|were broken or desfroyed, it would be in place of a new

Liver; now from the foregoilg Considerations, this LLauor canrt be said

to be a safe and good Medicile, 'tis therefore abundantly more probable

thal  Paracelsus by the Word Alchahest meant the gyeat El i rex ,  that

being all Spirifs, a Quintessence, divested of all the Elements, and conse-

quently of all Earthly and Corporal Qualities; for iJ the Grand Etirer were

not Spiritual rtwould never Transmute; for by this Spiritual Act, it works

three Effects, first Penetration and Dilatation; secondly by Fermentation

and Contraction; thirdly by the Acts of the two former, the combustible

Sulphuts are separated, the pure ones manifested with additional Tincture

and Permanency so llelnont finding his dissolving Menstruum Spiritual might

easl ly mistake the Words of  ParaceLsus ,  and cal l  i t  I  Lchahest,  and indeed

the Narne is no ways lmproper, alt hough not used for this Liquor'by Para -

celsus ,  unless Pay'aceLsus was gui l ty of  speaki_ng one thing and meaning

another, as Helnont himself sometimes is; as I can prove from these follow-

ing Words. The Liquor Alchahest (says he) Reduces al l  sensible and Tan-

gible Bodies into their first matter, Preserviag the Power of their Seed; which

as you have all along heard it doth not; but their Medicinal Vertug; the Pro-

perty of  Preserving the seed belongs to Azoth or Phi losophicaL Mez,curg;

So that iJ he were not guilty here, he was for certain beside the matler; but

I am apt to believe he was, seeilg he has not in all his Writiags given account

of the Medicinal  Vertue of ,  h is ALchdhest ,  as Paz'aceLsus does of his.

From hence it may be clearly Conceived, what I have iaserted in my

former Doctrine, that the PhiLosopher's were many of them guilty of inter -

weawing these secrets together, and calling them, by one Name, for rtis

clear, that Eelmont called this dissolving Menstruum the Liquor Alcha -

hest ,  yet says i t  preserv.es the semi:ral  Vertue, when as ParaceLsus by

this Passage meant the Gr and Eliniez'; and the more evidenf jn this, irr that
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he has given other Names to this dissoluilg Menstruum, and those mostly

used by him are the great I l iLech and SaL Citculatum i  for these are

general ly 'o be rraced through his Wri t ings, and r t is easy 1o be discerned,

thaf he puts a great distinction between this dissolving Licuor and the

i4e,rcury of  PhiLosophers. ; for  the Ltqutor '  he ca1ls Circt ' t7.atum l4inus

and t l lexcury of  Phi losophens Ci.  rcu1,atu.m Ma jus as is plainly to be

Proved from the Process given, where he saith, thou must extract the first

-rs of  .we'  " ' r l /  by Spir i t  of  Wine, and i t  wi l - I  come over in a Liquid subsfance

\, \ rhich (says he) is cal led by the ?hiLosophers a most sharp Metal l ine Acetum.

and by us in our Archi iones CircuLatun Majus.  Aychidor LLb 10.

Chaptex the 4t i t ,

This Distinction and Process cannot be rightly understood by any, but an

Adeptus DupLicatus for to the obtaining of  th is Spir i t  of  Wine the Work is

one, and is Performed by the concurring help of an Assistant; otherwise

'twil] be irnpossible to be obtained but being gotten, thq difference Consists

in the Forcible way of dissolving the Body and the Natural by the Spirit of

Wine, to extract Lhe fir st Ens of MercurA,, in which the Blood is united

and Cleansed, and so brought to the gentle or Benignent Fire of Nature, which

is one with Central Sctlt trlitv'e and also the Magical SoL; f.or it unites to

the Center with a wonderful Fermentative Power: Now this Spirit of l4ercury,

oy Xlercuria Z Fire and Oy1, is by Artephius not i:rrproperly ca1Led the

VinegaT of  Mountains,  and by ParaceLsasthe most sharp Metal l ine

Acetum ; for it performs that which common Fire cou-Ld never do, ttizt.

dissolves the Body in Preservation of the Form, and brings it to a Spirit,

to be exalted aloft in the Air, where Celestial Purity, and the strengthening

Multiplicative Vertue is; that Spirit, will again return to and urite with the

Body, which Circulation is continued till the Universal Mercur'lJ ' has ex-

tracted the universal Sulphur, and then is it truly and properly called the

Circulatun Majus, ot  Alchahest ,  as thou pleaseth, the N:rne beiag

proper to the Elirer it se1f, as may be plairrly discerned from the fore-

going Passage of the said Author, where he tells you, that when it has over-

come its Like, it becomes a Medicine for the Liver, excelling all other Med-

icines; and towards the end Adds, Verily should the Liver it self be broken

or dissolved yet this stands in the place of the whole Liver, no otherwise
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than if it had never been broken or dissolved as aforehirrted: So that the

Medicire (from the Authors own Words, ) by which the Liver is cured is

no other th,an I4ercurS Prepared, Sublirned, Vivi_fied into a new LiJe; and

hawing passed the gates of Death comes to be uniied into a twofold Life,

Terrestrial and Celestial, and so becomes that Medicinal Tilcture, rvhich

is a true Emblem of Manrs Spiritual Restoration, and is in a f ar higher de -

gree of Perfect ion than this Circulated SaIf  can be conceived 'o be; seeing

it may be so highly exalted, as to be brought to an Elirer of Spirits, which

in a Minute penetrates the Center of Bodies, being a Perfect Concatination

of an Incombustible fire and light, which will admit of an endless Multipli-

cation, being each time advanced in Vertue, Power and Spirituality; so that

it becornes a Medicine not only for Man, but also for Metals, making them

both Perfect and Permanent, the which this wr athful Ltquor c annot perform.

For this great Magistery hath in it the Exalted Vertue and Universality of

Light, a Quintessence or Medicine of the highest Purity in the three Kingdoms

of Nature, Animal, Vegetable or Mineral; therefore may be properly said to

be a Medicine for the Liver, this being a Member or Part; which so much Con-

cerns the Life of man: Now this will maniJest it seu here a Medicine above all

Nledicines in order to restore firm Sanity: And that it may be yet more plainly

conceived, lhal  PayaceLszrs spoke concerning the PhiLosophers Tincture,

I srill quote ihe Words of the farnous Arabian Prince Geber in his 4th Book

ChapterI I .  There is a Medicine (says he) of  a twofold Nature of  the third

order, yet but one in Essence and manner of working (afterwards cunningly

adding) there is notwithstanding an Addition of a Citrine Coloured Sulphur,

which is perfected by a most clean substance of fixed Sulphur: Behold how

its like is overcome after the first Preparation This plainly shews that the

l ike, which is to be overcome, is the very same, that Po.t 'acelsus spoke of,

as I have experi.rnental Reason to believe: This from the Testirnony of Dor-

nceus and Ludouicu.s de Comitus, is also conJirmed to be that of  the great
' ' '  I  L:rP|a -

Concerning its Spirituality, I shall add a Passage or two more for the

greater Conf i rmat ion of  what is here said:  Basi l  Valent ine ,  ( in his last

WilL and Testament and Allegorical Ex?ressions (Pag e . 347. ) between the

Holy Tr ini tv and the PhiLosophers Ston.e ,  )  Compares his Merc,rr !  to

-  33 -



God the Father,  as being a Spir i tual  Body; and lhe PhiLosophers Sulphur

or GoId to God the Son, who is God and Man, whicll' Sulphur must dye and

rise again for its Brothers and Sisters sake, beilg then a glorious Body, re-

deeming and Tinging them to Eternal Life: and when these two come together

sai th he, they are cal led l" lercury DupLicate ;  f rom whence proceeds our

third Substance, which is our Glor i f ied and f lxed 5o7. ,  the PhiLosophers

Stone ,  or Spir i tual  Essence of th.e PhiLosophers,  cal led the Tr iune Stone,

proceeding from Two, Warer and Spir i t ,  Animal and Vegefable in the .Verc ,r :J

and the Mineral liwing Sulphur of SoL , which are Tfu'ss, Two, and yet but

One. Now observe, th is Authors I lercur lJ Dt ' tpLicate is the same (Like, )

wi th that of  Geben and Ptz 'aceLszs ,  which the Mercu-ty wi l l  overcome,

and then i t  becomes the Medicine or ALchahes f ,  spoken of.

Thus having given you some Account and Reason, of the Names irnposed

b;r Authors on this Liquor , I shall now come to give you some Reason for

our Addit ional  Name, y!2.  Tr i f  ertes Sagani ,  which is as Proper a Name,

for this Liquor , as any given by the Adepts , it being Spirits born jrr and

Predominant over the fire, nay it inhabits the fire, even that fire that hath

Power to dissc.rlve the four Elements and Reduce them to its own Nature of

Universal i ty.  Now this Liqztor being thus Prepared is a eompleai  Key to

the MedicinaL Art, and doth open the Treasury of Medicines in the three King-

doms of Nature, irr a way succedeanous to nothing but the great Ellrer '

But seeiag the use of this Liquor is marri-fold and various and wiLl require

a whole Chapter, I shall omit speaking of it here and refer you to the next;

where its vertues are fully shewn; and come a little to consider the Exercise

of a laborious Searcher, which he meets withal irr his search: The fjrst Ex-

ercise is to come to the knowledge of a true Subject Mafter which is very

difficul-t: for the Philosophers Words concerning it are so obscure and

hidden, and the Matter Involved in such T"opes arrd Metdphors , that it

requires a more than ordinary help to come to a right understanding to dis-

tinguish rightly and truly and genuinly.what the Matter is, which beyond all

Controle is candidly done in these Sheets"

The second Difficulty that the Labourer meets withal, i.s to distinguish

between true Books and those which are false and Sophistically Written,

which indeed is a Labyrinth, equal1y as di-fficult as the former concerning
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the Matter; For a false Author is 1ike a wrong Guide upon a Journey, for if

il the be gilning of the same, He goes but a few steps in a wrong path, and
then follows the same, may in the Conclusion be led clear contrary to his
designed end, and indeed i.t is of greater Consequence in search, because
there is few or none to be met .with in all our Course, that can direct to the

right lvay: Now there is in Scripture a Curse pronounced on all those, who
put the Blind out of his way, lvhich Curse will take hold on all those Sophis-

tical writers, in that there is no Blindness greater than the spiritual Blind-

ness, whether in things Natural or Divine, and therefore 'tis a very great

diffic ulty to distinguish thern asunder, which being done the false are to be

shuned as much as the Devil himself, who is the Author of all lrnposture"

A Third Difficulty is after you distinguish Authors, to come to some

knowledge and Understanding of the true, concerning the Scope and Intention

of thsir writing, both as to Theory and practice; which indeed is a Difficulty

surmounting the former, former for these Reasons; The first is thsir glr -
cumlacutions and large Descriptions of things when as indeed it may be com_
prehended in little Compass; the second is thsjr Multiplicity of Repetitions

of one and the same thing, only with some variation of Words, only to amuse

the Reader: The third is by such voluminous Writings they have the more

room and Liberty to Confound their Operations, speakitg of one thing where

they ought to speak of another; by lvhich Preposterous manner of Writing the

Searcher canit fail of being bewildred; this is not a Fault about the Operations

on1y, but also about the time of the Operation, which causes Abundance of

di,tficult Thoughts in the Operator, and makes hirn many times thinl< those

things concerning Timg, which are neither Probable in Nature, nor possible

for Art to perform: For what is to be gathered from the most concurring

Writings of them all is, that the Matter can't pass the first Dissolution in

less than five Month and the riper and higher Matters are carried, the sooner

and shorter will an Operation be, for in Conclusion it may be brought to the

Work of a Months, then of a Week, and lastly of a day, which Operations be-

ing misplaced cause this Error; for there is great difference betrryeen that

Operation, where there is ripe ferment and that where there is not; for 'tis
very diffic u1t to bring bread to rise without Yeast.

Norv the last and most Principal difficulty of all is, the want of Substance
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or Money of your own to carry on your search and Labou-rs; for though you

have never so much Knowledge and have overcome all the other di_fficulties,

yet without money to build Furnaces, buy Glasses and Convenient vessels,

and Coals, you canrt go forward with your Operations; I make no doubt but

this was the state oI  the g7n;ne Boer,  and of that Worthy and famous

Count Ee:rnard. EarT of ?"euLsan, to detain him three years from the

Possession of the Magistery after he had the true Knorvledge of it, arrd it

hath been the Case of many a Worthy Artist, I am sure it hath been very

often rnine, which is the most difficult and deplorable Case of aII, having

a large Family and their subsisring while you are in search, for ii requires

the whole man, and so takes hirn from all other business, arrd if he makes

a Friend, he is obtained with the greatest of all difficulties; for you must

fjrst discover your Subject; secondly your Operations; Thirdly the Time,

as to the two former, let hirn be never so ignorant, he must be the 511699,

and if he does not like it, you then loose both your Friend and your Art to

troot; and indeed tis very di-fficult lvhen a man goes about such a ihing to

know who is Qualified for it, or what use he will make of it when obtained:

And as to the tirne, he is very nice in it, if he do except of your Proposals,

and to have an Operation performed +o every Pu.nctilio ; and if it is not

you must expect Reprimands, and sornetimes the loss of your Friend; who,

Iying as it were, on a Bed of ease, little knows the hardship, Fatigues, La-

bours, Losses and Dissappointment, which the Artist sustained and is sub-

ject to; neither indeed dares he to open the same ior fear left they should be-

come his Enemies; these things being rightly Consedered may be reason

sufficient to deterr many a Worthy Labourer from his Search, to the great

loss and Detriment of Art: That none of these, or such like di-fficulties rnay

be thy Portion, O Readerl is the desire of him, who shall Conclude this

Chapter with his Well-wishes to every Sincere Searcher after Art.
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CHAPTER V

TUf USe OF THE LISUaR ALKAHEST, CIRCULATUM MINUS

OR GREAT HTLECH OF HELMONT AI|D PARACELSAS.

In this Chapter,  I  shal l  come to shew you the Use of the Civ 'culai ;u.n Mi,n-

us,  L iquor Alchahest,  or  SaL CdrcuLatumof.  Helnontand ParaceLsus

in dissolwing Universally all sublunary Concretes into their first Matter,

none excepted, for nothing opposes it, but its Compeer or Water, and the

Central heart, of l4ercur'lJ; the one destroys, it, and the other rernails

untouched by its Activity; for aII other Beings are so Essentially dissolved,

as that they may be brought over the llelrn, in their true Essences; nay by

Cohobation they may be reduced to an Elementary Water; therefore for the

good and Benefit of Mankind, I could be heartify glad that the excellency and

Uit l i ty of  th is Menstruum, were better known, s ince HeLnont,  ParaceLsus

and StarkeA, put such Noble Encomiums on i t :  for  as the f i rst  of  these

says, In Nature there is but one Fire, which is our consuming Vulcar',

none other partaking in Virtue and Quality with it, all the true Adepti \ays

an undeniable Proof of, which indeed is far more powerful than any Common

Fire, for \Mhat will remain there, as unconquerable, is by this Liquor des-

troyed and Altered radically and fundamentally; the Mechanical Practise with

it is thus"

Lef this Liquor or Fire be distilled from any Mefal soff and Imperfect,

and it doth at first or second tirne Ieave them in a fusible Substance like Wax,

of which the Sulphur or Tincture is dissolvable in the best Spirit of Wine, and

from the residue (being kept three days in a vaporating heat) I4ercury quick

and running may be separated, the same ma;r be done in harder Metals, yea,

in Perfect Metals, in a longer tirne, by oftner reiterated Cohobations.'
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But this Fire being once distilled from i,4ercuz,y VuJ.gar, it leaves it

Coagulated and Fixed, so the it wiLl endure the Test of Saturnz Itts left

spungious l ike to a Pumice-stone but heawy lTke Tuz,bi th l4 inenaLe,

brittle and therefore without difficulty Pulverisable, which then Cohobated

with Water, distilled from Whites of Eggs it causes that distilled Water to

stink, but becomes of the Colour of the best Coral, whence its denominated
Arcanum Coral inum.

This Fire if it be distilled from any Gem or Stone subtilly Pulverised,

it turns into a meer Salt of equal Weight to the Gem or Stone' Pearls it re-

solves into a Mi1k, which is their first Ens i so also Crabs Eyes (as they

are Vulgarly called, being otherwise no Eyes, but Stones found in the head

of +he Crab, )  and al l  Vegetable Stones, as Peach-stones, Da+e-stones, or

the like"

rh ^ \ r r^rn rhic F. i -^ nn r . :  , . . . ,  FAc^tr ,6c .U Vegetables,  Anirnals and

Minerals, into their f.;Lr sI Ens , and in such Concretes as Contain in them

Heterogenities, it doth discover and sever (that it makes separable) the

But observe, this dissolution is not performed like that, which is made

with the Mercury of  PhiLosophers lor that dissolves Bodies by way of

Generation, but this by way of Destruction, in that it seperates between

the Central LIercu?lJ., and Sulphur of Bodies, and although they are very

prevalent as to Mediciaes, yet are they totally bereaved and divested from

any generative Power; so that ttwill be in vain for any to expect, Generation

therefrom, seeing the Liquor i t  sel f  is prepared by the way of Wrath; and

so i t  d issolves Bodies; therefore cal Ied Ignis Gehennael the Fire of  HelI ;

but the Medicines prepared by it surpassing others, I shal1 give you some

Particular Examples of it, first of such, as are of an In-ferior R ank, as to

Preparaiion, and then of those more di-fficult and Noble.

Now for smal l  Experirnents and for the more ready use of the ALchahest,

'tis good to provide your seU of Convqnient Vessels, as small as Egg-glasses,

think and strong, with short Necks, wide mouths, and Ground stoppers exactly

fitted; also small Retorts with Ground stoppers, '"vhich may ierve both for di-

gestion and Distillation; but for great Experiments and larger quantities I ad-

vise you to use my hard Metal Jugs made sizable with very long Necks, well
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tryed which is by putting them into a Pail or Tub of Waier within two Inches

up t6 ths mouth then blow your Breath, i-f there be any Air hole, the Water

will bubble, then not fit for use: These serve for Digestion, Dissolution, and

also Distillation, because you may work thern either standing upright, oa ly-

ing down, as )zour occasion shall require; being thus provided lvith Vessels

you may begin your Solutions first on Vegetables; which it does Resolve irrto

their firsf liquid Matter, distinguishing in them aII the Heterogenities by

severaL Colours, and distinct places, one above another; in which Resolution

there always seats it self jrr a Distinct place a small Liquor, Eminently dis -

fingtrishable from the rest irr Colour, in which the Crasis of the whole Hearb,

Tree or Seed, doth reside: in which Retrogradat ion of  the Concrete,  by this

way of Dissolution, there is no less oI Vertue' but an Exalting of the same

by many degrees only whatever virulency is in the Crude Concrete' by this

Operation is who11y extinct, with a Preservation notwithstanding of all the

specifick Vertue, appertaining to the Concrete in its simplicity.

And furthermore rtis to be observed, you may dissolve all Herbs into

their Principles, liquid without Sediment, of which part will be unctious

and fat, especially in Trees, Gums, Seeds and many Roots; and part Aqueous

in which t lne VoLat iLe ScLt of  the Concrete wi l l  appear to the tast ,  the Li-

quor .,vith its own Oy1 you may Circulate into an Essential Salt, which is indeed

the first Ens of. the Concrete; but if you would have things done irt a lesser

time, make your Dissolutions in a stronger heat, and distill over yotst Liquor

with the dissolved Body in a due fire, so 'arill the Oyliness be wholly tur:ned

into a Saline Spirit, which in a distillation by Bath wi-ll come over in various

Colours the Crasis separating it seU from the Flegme (both by Colour, Tast

and Smell, as also by its Time of Coming over the HeLm distinguis hable) and

your Liquor left behind at botfom, as much in quaniity, and as Effectual in

virtue, as before; as for example, T6i5 Work does happily succeed with Bawrn,

or any other vegetable which is better dry than Green) which being only Macer-

ated sorne hours in a gentle warmth, you will see it so dissolved in such a won-

derful manner, that you c annot sufficiently admire the Effect; the Alkahest

being separated frorn it (or brought over according to the former direction)

out of Bawm you have a Noble Cordial for the heart: and thus out of Helebore

you may obtain a Noble speci f ick against the Gout,  Hypocondriack i4eLcnchol '1
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Calenture,  and DeLeria 's i t t  Feuets :  out  of  CoLocynthtCa an excel-

lent Febxi iuge i  and out of  Caedar anEns for long l i fe:  For which take

the Wood Caedar 3 iiij of the Dissolvent an equal Proportion and digest

twenty four Hours, and it wiLl be wholly dissolved irr the Conservation of

even the very same odour, the Liquor being separated, it wiII freely

dissolve in Spirit of Wine, or if you first dissolve them in Spirit of Wiae,

the Liquor will dissolve wit h it; digest and draw off the Spirit of Wine,

and then you may dist i l  of f  Ihe Alkahes, wi th the Essence of the Concrete,

and separaie them, as you have been directed: Observe the Dissolution of

this for Long Life, must be in a gentle heat like that of the Sun jrt the Spring

and after that digested in a like heat till the OyI and Water be united into an

Essential SaIt: I should advise all Vegetables to be prepared in the ltke Na-

ture, if you desi-re, to have their Eminent Vertue, without losing those pe -

cuLiar Excel lencies, which depend on the Vi ,1:a ULttna of  the Concrete,

otherwise a speedier Preparation makes the Medicine no less Effectual for

Curing Diseases, though less powerful as to long Life: out of Myrrh, Alloes

and Safron, an Excellent Antihectical Medicine, as also against Lypothymy's

DeLiquiats,  ConuuLsions, and PaLsies "  
Thus much for Vegetables,  I

shall ncw give you a short Survey of Stones, Pearl and Coral, and 1ast1y

of Minerals: Though I must con-fess by ths way, that if your LLquor does

radically dissolve a charcoal, it is as certain a sign, that it is true, as if

i t  d id dissolve Gold i t  seU; for according to i le lmont,  the Work succeeds

well upon Charcoal; but rtis admirable to see how the Operations will be

changed and varied according to the Degree of Fire, and diuturnity of di-

gestion.

Take of the Stone Ludus , irr Subtil Powder, and of the Dissolvent ana ,

Q V, digest twenty four hours then distill, and rtwill be converted wholly

i::to a SaIt, which being Calcined will in a cold Moist Air easily run p ' deliq 1

which will certainly Cure the Stone wllh all its Attendants.

Take of Pearl, what quantity you please; and of the Li.quot' , equal Pro-

portion, which being thereirr Imrnerged, rtwill dissolve into a Mucilage (a

gentle Maceration of some hours preceding) Resolvable in Spirits of Wine.

The same may be done on Crabs Eyes, but sooner: tTis an excellent Medi-

cine, for comforting the heart, giving strength to the very Marrow and Bones:
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Coral  so dissolved is a Medicine that restores sense to those bereaved of

it, Comforts the Brain, Memory and Heart, expelliag sad.ness and Melan-

cholly, and making a chearful and healthy Constitution.

Observe with this Liquot you must use no acid Spirit, or Salt, or Cor-

rosive of what sort soever. For where ever such things are used, as Med-

iums whether f6y Mencuz,g , or any other, they must be well washed off and

made sweet before the Alkahest is put on; therefore in Sulphur fine Flowers

are the best: Of these take what quantity you please, of Liquor Equal Pro-

portion Digest for the space of two days, and afterwards Cohobate twice or

thrice. they will come over the EIeIm in form of a very Red Oyl, separable

from the Liquox by a separat ing Glass: Excel lent jn the Consunpt ion ,

Cotughs , and the like; tis not qnly a Preservative of Manrs body but also

of Beer, Wine s and other Liquors.

If you Abstract this L;rrr.r" from the CaIx of Lead, twenty four hours

digestion being premised; you will have the Lead so Reserated unLocked or

opened, as that in Spjrit of Wiae, 'twill- easily 1et go its Sanguineous and

sweet Tinqture: which is the Magistery of Lead, and an Excellent Medicine

for all burnings and In-flarn:rrations whatsoever.

Take of the Flowers of Antimony, sublimed witb SaL Arnoniack and dul-

cified, or of the Alcoho / of Antimony, which is better, one Ounce of. the Li -

quor Alkchest; three Ounces, put them irlto a Retort, and digest six hours,

at furthest then still off the Dissolvent, and you will have a true Medici:re,

\rhich Infallibly Cures the Dropsie.

Take of Precipitate very \rell edulcorated, made after what marurer you

please, one Ounce, of the Dissolvent two Ounces, and having been digested

24 hours Distil, and yourll have a fixed Pricipitate, working by stool, sweat

and Urine, a certain Remedy for the LeprosU ? Sez.trr tg ,  Kinqs EuiL.

Gout ,  and Pou,

Take of the Calx of Gold one Ounce, of the Liquor two Ounces; digest in

a VioI with a long Neck (or one of the Egg-glasses, before described which

is better) for three days, or until it wiII give forth no more Tinctu.r.e; then

pour off all that is dissolved into a Retort, and with a gentle Fire draw off

the Li quot: , arld you'll find the GoId dissolved in the Bottom of the Retort,

which you may either dissolve in Spirit of Whe, or let run in the Air per -
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ael iq. ;  and you have a true Aurum Potabi ,Le :  T]ne same Process is to

be observed il Silver.

Another; Take GoId Calcined into fine Atoms, or Laminated into thin

Leaves, one Ounce, of  the Liquor Alkahest,  three Ounces put them into

a Retort with a ground stopper, and let them remain in the heat of a gentle

Bath a fe-r daies, or until the GoId be dissolves without Sedirnent, the Li -

quar then being distilled from it, Ieaves it in the form of a Salt fusible

which Cohobated often with the Liquor. , is made Volatilg, and comes over

in t r ,vo Liquors,  White and Red; the Red i .s the Henat ine Tinctura, ald the

White may be reduced into a White MercuriaL Body, after the dissolving

Liq.uot, is separated from the same: Thus Gold the King of Metals, of Na-

ture most fixed in Corrosives, Test and Cuppe1 enduring all kind of Mart)'r -

domes without the least diminution, even the most exquisite Tryal of vulcan

is by t6i5 Liquor or Fire, wholly mastered and Conquered so as to be brought

into its Mineral Ens , whidn is the highest Preparation of GoId, that can be

made by means of thLs LLquor ,  being i ts Fi f th Essence, and is of  Power to

cure the most deplorable Diseases, to which the Nature of Man is subject;

but the Magistery of Gold, which is the first Preparation of it, by means of

tdis LLquor , is a most eminent Medicine against al1 Malignant Feauers ,

the Pest iLence, Pals ies , the Plague ,  and d. .  In the l ike manner you

Prepare the Fifth Essence of Silver; but this following Mediche, is equal

iJ not superior to either.

The Sueet AUL of  ysnus Take of  the best Danzlck ot  Romin Vi t  -

rLoL , and Calcine it tilt it be tlroroug]rly wasted in the Fire what will wast;

then dulcifie the CoLcothar with distilled Rain Water and dry it very well,

to the Vitriol thus prepared, add of the Fire or Liquor , equal Parts for

it will be dissolved easily and Friendly, distil- off yortr Liqttoz' , and pour

it back agair; and thus Cohobate it at the least 12 or 15 tirnes, so will all

the Body of the Colcothaz,be brought over the HeIm. in form of a Green

Liquor; digest this same in the gentle.heat of a Bath, for about a Month and

then distil it i-rr a slow Fjre, so will the whole Metalline substance of. Ihe Ve -

nus , co(ne over, leaving the Liquor below in the Retort, in its entire Pondus

and Virtue: To this Liquor or Spirit put an equal quantity of. SaL Arnoniack ,

dissolved in as much Water as will dissolve it, so shall you separate the Green
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Liquor from a White Sediment, which White Sediment, wiII give a White
Metal, as flxed as Silver and will abide the Test of Saturn, but ygt fqr_
mally distinct from Silver which thou (if a philosopher) shalt easily perceive
nowever as good to a Metalurgist as the best Silver; the green Liquor dry up
ir: a Viol Glass, by evaporating all th6 |,{3ys1ure, for its the gulphur of Venus
mixed with the SaL Aymoniack, by which (Note that)  i t  is  f ixed so that i t
will abide aII Fire, this Sulphur extract with the most pure Spirit of Wj:re,
which will dissolr,.e it, Ieaving the Sal Arnoni ack ; distil away then from it
(thus dissolved) your spirit of wiae, and you have reft a very fragrant green

OyI of Venus , which is Sulphw Essensisicated, by these Operations,

as sweet to tast as the best Honey, than which Nature hath not a more Sov-

eraign Remedy for most (not tq s2y aII) Diseases: this is the true Nepenthe

6f Fhi losophers ,  causi .ng certain Rest,  and asswaging al l  pajnes, but

ever after sleep leavilg the Party either sensibly amended (in more violent

and diutwnal Diseases) or quite well jn the less ri#d Maladies: Thus also

fro;ra Lapis Hemati t is arrd Spelter may be had Noble Medicarnents,  also

from the Sulphur of Antirnony, and more especially from Common Mercury ;

for if you Cohobate the LLquot' so long tilI its body is brought over and pro-

ceed in all things as in the sulphur of venus , you have a Medic jne that will

effect whatever can be desired by either Patient or Doctor'

Thus having given you a short Landskip (as it were ) of this Liquor' I

shall here pass it by at present, and Conclude.

FINIS
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