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(from his t tChymlscher Schr i f f ten,  And.er Tei I )

Tronslated. by: KJELL HELLESOE

A copper vessel  has to be constructed that can be taken apart

in the middler as wel l  as above and below the holes shown on

the drawingr rr€xt  page. These holes are located about,  hal f -

way up the retort , .

Onto th isr  dn alembic is mounted with a tube. Everything must

be made of  copper except for  the recipient which must,  be made

of glass and be of  large size.  The laE,ter is put into a wooden

vessel t  f i l led wi th cold water.  The top of  the recipient must

also be cooled by means of  wets c loths or the l iker dnd the

cloths must be replaced by f resh ones in order t ,o enhance the

cool ing ef fect .  Alsor the wooden vesseL must have a cockr so

thaE the water may be removed and fresh water poured in.

when everything is readyr the prepared .spirr  tus v in i  is  intro-

dused into t ,he vessel  through the lowest ser ies of  holes.  When the

level  is  just  below t ,hese smal l  holes,  the SV is l i t  and is per-

mit ted to burn.

The air  holes then force the mercury upward and the cold wat,er

causes iL to l iqui fyr  so that iL descends from t ,he alembic into

the recipient.  This is then, the t rue preparat ion of  t ,he Spir i tus

Vini .  Be sure not to neglect  any of  the detai ls in the work of

cool ing and take care to replenish the aquam vi tam so that i t ,s

Ievel  does not burn too low, etc.

SPIRIT
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BXPLANATION of FIGURE

Copper Vessel  or :  Curcurbi t
Lower ser ies of  a i r  holes
Upper ser ies of  a i r  holes
Handles for  a i r f low regulat ion
Neck of  Alembic
Head of  Alembic
Nose (or:  beak) of  Alembic
Glass Recipient
Wooden vessel  & col-d water
Cock



IIODERI{ APPARATUS TO
(  rHe FoLLotrr  r {G sKETcH t  s
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?{ixture

The part ia l  oxidat ion of  the alcohol  takes place in the

hor izontal  Eube where the copper mesh acts as a caLalyst

for  Ehe react ion.  The equaEion represent ing th is is:

2C2H5OH + 02 2CH3CHO + 2H20

From t ,h is,  iE is concluded EhaE Basi l ius t  Fiery t 'J ine-Spir i t ,

is  a mixture of  water,  a lchohol  and acetaldehydet oE eEhanol. .

Acetaldehyde is a very volat i le l iquid wi th a boi l ing point ,

of  ZloC. For fur ther informat ion the reader can consuIE,:

Linus and Peter Paul ing "Chemistry",  Freeman, I975 p.424.

I t  should be noted thaB the modern spagyr ic ist  can ei ther

make Ehis Fiery WIne-Spir i t , ,  oEr in factr  cdo purchase the

acet,aldehyde and mixing i t  wi th 968 et ,hanol .  I t  would no

doubt be of  great value to exper iment wi th t ,h is substance as

a mensEruum.
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