
THE TERRESTR I AL HEAVEI{

EXCERPTED FROI{ THE URITII{GS OF EUGEl{E CANSELIET
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There is a sole corporal Spir i tr shich Nature created

firstr vhich is connon and hidden and is the precious Baln

of Lifer uhich preserves that shich is good and pure and

destroys that vhich is impure and corrupt. This Spir i t  is

the end and beginning of  a l l  creatures;  t r ip le in substdrc€r

it  is composed of Salt,  Sulphur and t i lercuEtr or pure waterr

rhich on high coagulatel  uni tes,  jo in and water al l  the

loser regions uith a fat dryr vater.

It  is proper and seemly to have received the form and

shape vhich i t  d id,  and yhich Art  could not accompl ish;  by

the aid and assistance of Nature i t  is rendered visible for

our eyes.

I t  h ides and conceals in i ts bel ly an inf in i te force

and vir tue;  for  i t  is  the one thing vhich is fu l ty and

conpletely the property of heaven and earth. I t  is

hermaphrodit ic and nurtures al l  thingsr ningling with them

indi f ferent lyr  inasmuch as i t  contains s i th in i tsel f  the

seeds of the Bthereal Sphere. Because it  is fut l  of a subtle

and poverful ,  f i rer  dnd descends from Eeaven, i t  has an

effect  over and imprints i ts force on the earthly bodies,

and its bellyr vhich is very porous, ig very hotr and the

father of  a l l  th ings.  This bel ly then replenishes i tsel f
yith more of the vaporous f irer aDd sithout cease it

receives its nourishment of radical humour vhich, in the

vast bodyr c lothes i tsel f  s i th the sater of  mineralsr  shich

i t  produces by the digest ion of  i ts  burning f i re.

This $Iaterr which can be coagulatedr and which

generates al l  th ingse becornes a pure earthr vhich by a
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strong unionr hords the v i r tues of  the highest heavens

enclosed within;  and because in th is same earth i t  is  uni ted

and conjoined with heavenr I  g ive i t  th is.  beaut i fu l  name1.The

Terrestr ta l  Heaven.

In the same way that at  the beginning the f i rsL

cauFe made use of  separat ion to br ing order and

arrangement to the confused and chaot ic massr Art ,  which

loves perfect ion,  imi tates Nature.  Nature removes

substant ia l  impur i tyr  e i ther by an earthy s i l t r  which i t

converts to water r  ot  by digest ion.  Art  makes use of

pur i f icat ion and digest ionr ei ther by water or by Firer dnd

separates the f l i th and impuri ty,  pur i fy ing and cleansing

the spir i t ,  of  ar l  b lemish" He who knows then the way to use

water and f i rer  knows the rear path that  reads him to the

highest secrets of  Nature.

The VIater r  that  grand substance r  that  f  i rst  creat,ure

of Godr which is replete wi th the spir i t  of  fecundi ty,  is

the or ig in of  a l l  forms and seeds; and in v iv i fy ing by

mot ion i t  animates al l  th ingsr dnd produces alr  th ings by

the l ight  of  Heaven and Earth.  This water is the nour ishment

of  a l l  th ings that l ive in the two rearms: in the Earth,  i t

is  a vapor;  in Heaven, i t  is  more proper ly a f i re,  t r ip le in

i ts substance and f i rst ,  matter;  because in a threeford

manner and of  a threefold nature ar l  bodies proceed from and

di f ferent iate themselves from Nature.  r t  contains a Barm

which has for i ts Fat,her the sun and for i ts Mother the

Iv loon. Through the air  i t ,  radiates to the rower praner dod i t

seeks the high revers and stately strongholds;  the Eart ,h is

nour ished in i ts f iery bel lyr  and i t  is  the cause of  a l l
perfect ion.

Great Godr who gives l i fe

medicines for the Spir i ts and

sa!r  two things which c leanse

impuri t iesr dDd are the causes

and rebir th to a nesr l i fe.

to alLr has establ ished two

for the Bodies,  that  is  to

and pur i fy them of their

of  d isposing of  corrupt ion
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The Met,als have two things in them r dnd the t ,wo

things are the causes of  restorat ionr and they partake of

Heaven and Earth,  i 'n order that  they might uni te,  and jo in

together the two extremes. This is why the two are descended

from Heavenr dnd af t ,erwards return to Heaven, in order to

manifest  t ,heir  po$rer over the Earth.

wi th in th is spir i t  there are two forms to consider,

in i ts moisture and in i ts poison; i ts moisture is double,

and conserves al l  bodies r  r . r i th a bi t , ter  sal t ;  i ts  poison is
l ikewise double and consumes and destroys them.

As the Sun penetrates the

earth,  in th is manner the Spir i t

and separated from i ts c louds,

obscure.

Those are the facul t ies

and in the I  cahos I  r  that  have

i t ,  f rom the earth;  but  when i t

of  the good from the bad i t ,s

i ts power over the perfect  and

clouds and i l lurninates the

being prepared of  t ,h is sort

i l luminates al l  which is

that are shut up in the veins

the same effect ,s when you t ,ake

is prepared by the separat ion

force must manifest  iLsel f  and

the imperfect .

RIDDLE

I l ive in the mountains and on the plain; I  uas
father before there yere sons; r have engendered ny motherr
and ny mother has carried me in her somb and given birth to
ne vithout need of nourishmen!.

I am hermaphrodit ic and I have tyo natures; f am
victorious over al l  the strongr and r arn unvanquished by the
most feeble and snall ; there is nothing sro beautifur under
heaven nor anything uith a form so perfect.

There proceeds from me an admirable Birdr shich from
its bonesr vhich are ny bonesr makes a snar l  nest  vherer
fry ing wi thout v ings,  i t  re-v iv i f ies i tsel f  in death.  By
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Artr surpassing erren the abil i t ies of NaLurer i t  is ab last

trtnsformed into a Kingr which surpasses inf initely the

other s i r .

' This id the true lliracle of the Terrestrial Eeaven by

the Art of the sages-
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