
Casper Obertein 's

OLEUITI ANTIl ' IONII
(otr-  oF ANTIT{oi lY)

tnantLated bg t Leon llcl len

THE FIXATIOT{ ITS OUINTESSET{CE

Take I  Ib 6t t  i j ,  1 1b sal  Tartar i  (sal t  of  tar tat) .

Grind everything together quite small,  put i t .  in a crucible

and let  i t .  f low (melt)  in a wind-furnace for hal f  an hour.

Then pour i t  on a stone and again gr ind i t  qui te smaI l .  Now

put i t  in a glass,  pour on i t  wel l  rect i f ied Aqua ui tae

(aquavi t )  or  Brandy, set  i t  in gent le heat for  e ight days,

and it  wil l  turn golden yellow. This then pour off into a

clean glass,  wel l  c losed, and pour f resh Aqua vi tae upon i t .

Then set i t  in warmth for eight days or t i1I  i t  gets colored

again,  Ers.before,  and i t  wi l l  a lso turn yel low. Pour i t  to

the other yel low V , but pour fresh Aqua vitae on it .  Con-

t inue with this pouring on and pouring off t i1I no more ye1-

lowness comes out.  Now dist i l l  the yel1ow Aqua vi tae of f  per

Balneum, so that some oi l  stays behind. The Aqua vi tae is aI-

ways good for drawing out more in this work. When you have

drawn of f  the yel low Aqua vi tae down to the Oleum (oi l ) ,  i t

wi l l  then be the Quinta Essent iar  ds I  am qui te certain.

Aft ,er  th is,  take twice as much br ickdust as oj- I .  Mix i t

wel l ,  put  i t  into a smal l  a lembic (retort) ,  and place i t  on
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one side in the furnace, together wi th a proper receptacle

(recipient,  receiver) .  Dist i l l  i t  l ike an Aqua (water) ,  at

f irst in gentle heat and f inal ly in quite strong heat. The

oi l  wi l l  go over gui te red. Then i t  is  ready.

After this, take three parts of l ive $ and one part of+
(:) . Amalgamate them together and pour the oil on it, so that\-/

i t  stands one thumb high above it .  Set i t  in ashes for four

or f ive days, in gnetle heat, and the amalgamate wil l  become

quite black, coagulated hard, and f ixed. Now pour the oi l  off

and keep i t , .  I t  wi l l  a lways be good as long as i t  Iasts.  Now

pour fresh Aqua vitae upon the coagulated mass 
"f O ana p ,

and wash the oi l  of f  i t .  I t  wi l l  d issolve into the Aqua vi tae.

Then dist i l l  the Aqua Vitae in Balneo per Alembicum down to the

oi l .  Add this oi l  to the f i rst  o i l .  I t  wi l l  a lways be as good

as the f irst. Reduce the coagulated mass with Purras, and what

remains is three parts of  gold at  24 grades (probably 24 carats)

HOH TO EXTRACT THE OUINTESSEIICE FROI{ AITITI} IONY ORE

Take ant i -mony ore,  pulver ize i t  qui te subt i le (subt le) .

Af ter th is,  take the very best dist i l led wine vinegar avai lable,

pour it into a cucurbit and add the powderr so that the vinegar

stands two f ingers '  width above i t .  St i r  i t  wel l ,  and let  i t

s tand in gent le heat for  e ight days t i I I  the v inegar is colored

red. Pour this same red-colored thing off above and be sure to

keep i t  c lean. Now pour some vinegar on i t  as 'before,  and Iet
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i t  s tand as before.  L ikewise, remove i ts redness together wi th

the vinegdrt  as before.  Cont inue drawing of f  and pour ing on t i I I

no more vinegar is col-ored red.

Now put the colored matter into an al-embic (or retort) and

dist i l l  i t  over qui te gent ly per Alembicum" First ,  the whi te

Phlegmar or water,  wi l l  go over.  Then i t  wi l l  r ise above in

red drops. Now take the recipient (receiver) away and put ano-

ther in i ts place. After th is,  increase the redness. I t  is  now

the r ight  Quintessenee of  Ant imonA. Use i t  as you know. I t  has

a sweet taste l ike honey.

OIL OF ANTI}IONY

Item. First  of  a l l ,  the v inegar together wi th the extracted

Antimony must putrefy for 40 days in manure. rt must rot in the

wel l  sealed glass.  Only af ter  th is can the work indicated above

be carried out. The oiI of antimony is as excellent a medicine

for wounds as can be found on earth. oi l  of lead is quite l ike

i t .  You wi l l  f ind that  in another l i t t Ie book.

HOW TO EXTRACT THE SULPHUR FROI{ A1{TII{ONY

Take 2 Lots of  sal i te,  1 Ib of  v i t r io l ,  I  Lots of  aIum.

Dist i l l  a water f rom theser €ls usual ly,  dr iv ing the Spir i tus

hard. Pour the aquafort upon powdered 6 t" a Venetian alembic

(retort)  r  so that  the l iquid stands sl ight ly above the 5 .  Let
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i t  stand one day, and the antimony wil l  absorb the aquafort.

Now pour more of the aquafort over. i t ,  so that i t  stands well

above it  by two or three f ingers' width. After this, dist i l l

the aquafort off per alembicum, with very gentle heat and slowly.
{-

In this way the Q goes over per alembicum together with the

aquafort, and the sulphur remains at the bottom white and coarse.

It will become so hard that it cannot be taken out but the glass

must be broken. If  then the sulphur st i l l  has some moisture in

it ,  i t  has to be dried on a l ime-ki ln. Thereafter the sulphur

can be used as is known. Item, the dist i l led-off water may also

be tr ied for some things. without doubt, i t  may be useful for one

thing or another.

A1{ A]ITI} IONY WORK PARS CUI{ PARTE

Take tartar, saltpeter, and conmon salt ana. (The same amount

of  each.)  Cr ind everything together,  put  i t  into a new raw pot,

and seal i t  with a piece of brick. Set i t  in a coal f ire and cal-

cine it  well  in plenty of heat, approximately a good hour. When

it has cooled downr lou wil l  f ind the tartar calcined white. Now

powder the whole matter, dissolve it  in hot water and discard the

feces. Then f i l ter the dissolved matter and boil  i t  down to salt.

Af ter  th is,  take 1lb of  ant imony, pound i t  smal l ,  add hal f

a pound of the above-mentioned salt,  and mix weII. Now mel-t i t

in a crucible (Now let  i t  f low in a crucible).  Then pour i t  into

a basin,  retaining the King. Grind the s lag smaI l ,  add to i t  hal f
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as much sal t ,  mix everything weI1,  melt  i t  as before and pour

i t  to the King as before.  Keep the Kings together.  Do this

work while Kings are being produced.

After th is,  gr ind the Kings together.  Take f ine,  smal1-

grained 
) , the same weight as the powder 

"f 6 , mix them well

and melt  them together.  Pour th is into a basin,  and t f t " )  wi l l

sett le into a King. Remove this King, and if  you Iet the anti-

mony smel l  i t  wel l  ( l i teral  t ranslat ion),  t f re Qwi l l  become

heavier than before. Now take some more fresh antimony, one

pound, and turn i t  into a Kingr ds before.  Al I  these Kings,

however, lreat with this ) r ds before. And do the same again

a third t ime with a pound of  f resh 6 r  ds before.

When tn" ) has evaporated for the third time by melting

on the cupeI, take it  and put i t  into another cupel. Add to

it three t imes as much lead as there t" 
O , and drive the anti-

mony completely of f  i t . .  Af ter  th is,  melt  i t  in the cupel  t i l l

i t  becomes pure.  Now add to th is )  i t "  weight in f ine O ,  and

melt them together in a crucible. Then pour the matter into an

ingot,  laminate i t ,  and cut smal l  p lates (or sheets) out of  i t .

Spr inkle them with ur ine,  strat i fy them with verdigr is,  not  th ick-

ly,  stratum super stratum (Iayer upon layer) ,  and seal  a l l  togeth-

er in a crucible wi th Sal  Alcal i .  Then the si lver wi th the qold

has been refined to 24 grades

Let the slag that has stayed behind melt again and the re-

rS\maining'J)wi l l  set t le into a King. In th is way you wi l l  get  a l l

the Luna back
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H()}I  T() TURI{ FII IE SILVER INTO GOLD
(rHlr  rs,  or{E Lor (1 oz.)  oF srLvER

BY I.IEAI{S OF A1{TIIIIOI{Y
I  NTo oNE I{ARK GoLD ( 8 oz .  )

First you must creanse Luna in the fol lowing way. Take

3 lbs of  rock sal t ,  gr ind i t  f ine,  then mix i t  wi th 1 rb of

unslaked l ime. Now take a crucible,  coat i t  inside with chalk,

then put into i t  one Mark of  f ine s i rver t  ot  as much as you wish.

According to the amount, and upon one Mark of si lver put g Lots

of the powder ut  supra (as above),  seal  i t  wi th a cupel ,  p lace

it in a wind-furnace, and let the heat start up gently for one

hour. After this, heat strongly for three hours to make it  melt

wel l  t i l l  the sal t  is  completely consumed. After these four hours,

take it  out when it  has cooled, and you wil l  f ind the si lver with-

out any wa ter. .  Do this four t imes, af ter  which ref ine the 
)  in

lead. Then i t  is  c leansed.

rtem. There exist yet much better purgations ror 
) than

these. Accordingly,  take 8 Lots of  cIean""a $ ,  L\  Lots of

f i led 
Q 

,  r  Lot  of  lead, rLo drams of  i ron f i l ings.  Melt  every-

thing together for one hour. Then take it  out. when it  has

cooledr lou wil l  f ind a beautiful King. Now powd,er r Lot of the

King, 1 Lot of sulphur, and 1 Lot of (D . put i t  in a mortar or

throw a burning coal into i t ,  st ir i t  well ,  and let i t  thus burn

out. After this, grind everything. place this powder in a cement

cupel stratum upon stratum (layer upon layer), the thickness of

the back of a knife, and the above-mentioned creansed 
O . put

a cupel over i t  and cement i t  for 8 hours. Then the sheets (tfr in

plates) wi l l  become qui te br i t t le.  Af ter  th is,  take al l  the mat-
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ter together as i t  was in the cement, Put i t  in a crucible, cover

i t  wi th Venet ian glass and put a cupel  upon i t .  Let  i t  thus melt

in a wind-furnace for at least one hour. Melt the King on the

cupel for a l i t t le whiler so that the antimony can evaporate. Then

melt  i t  on the cupel  t i1 l  i t  is  pure.  Separate th is,  and the l ime

fal ls of f  the gold to the bottom. Use i t  as i t  should.  Now the

O is at  24 grades.

HOW TO PREPARE THE AI{TITIONY FOR THE ABOVE I{ET{TIOI{ED T{ORK

Take I  fU of  $ ,  put  i t  in a crucible,  then pour i t  into a

vessel  rubbed over wi th a bacon skin- In th is way i ts savageness

is removed. After this, take afr" $ , Put i t  once more into a

crucible,  add to i t  two Lots of  sal i te,  two Lots of  death's head

of which Aqua fort is has been burnt  (n i t r ic  acid),  two Lots of

red lartar, two Lots of sulphur. Mix everything and put the pow-

der on the melt ing antimony. Let i t  melt well  for a quarter of

an hour, pour everything together into a vessel coated with a

bacon skinr dS before. Thus the antimony is prepared and can be

used for th is work.  I t  a lso serves the goldsmiths to cast  O

through it ,  because it  does not ravish l ike the raw $ . Michael

Blaman makes his prepared antimony as fol lows: He only takes two

Lots of  lead, two Lots of  O and no tartar.  With that  he ref ines
(

the gold and uses it  (the mixture) to cast through it .  I  have

seen this on the Kuettenberg.

-64-



HOW TO EXTRACT THE OUII{TESSEIICE FROIT ANTII IOI{Y OR d ORE

Take ant imonyr Ers much as you 1ike,  gr ind i t  as smal l  as

possibrer put i t  in a grass and pour on it  very sharp l ie made

of unsraked l ime and ashes of wir lows. Boil  the antimony in i t

t i l l  the l ie turns blood-red. Then pour i t  off into another

glass and add another l ie,  but  i t  must be boi ted as before t i l l

i t  turns red. Decant as before.  Do this t i r r  the l ie no longer

turns red. Put al l  the red I ie together into a gIass,  c lose i t

well  and set i t  in horse manure for forty days. Then dist i l l

wi th a gent le f i re.  First ,  pure water wi l l  come out,  then drops

red as brood. Gather them separately. with them you can subli-

mate Mercury red, r ikewise ref ine and f ix.  rn addi t ion,  you can

make a t incture wi th i t ,  as I  know mvsel f .

HOY TO I{AKE TARTAR RED FOR ANTI} iONY

Item. Take two quarters of Acetum acerrimum, dist i l latum

(acet i  preparat io p.  Mercur i i  rebedina extrahenda).  ( fh is may

mean: Vinegar prepared for extract ing the redness of  Mercury),

1 lb of calcined tartar. put the vinegar in a grass together

with a recipient ( receiver) .  Into that  put hal f  a pound of  cal-

cined tartar and dist i l l  the vinegar over. Now remove the re-

cipientr  pour the v inegar into a cucurbi t ,  set  i t  in sand, then

dist i l l  i t  per alembicum into another recipient,  together wi th

the tartar"  Do this al ternat ion seven t imes. After th is,  put
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al l  the tar tar in a cucurbi t  and dist i l l  the v inegar of f  i t . .

F ina11y, heat i t  as strongly as i f  you were to make Aquafort

of  i t .  Now the vinegar is prepared.

OIL OF AT{TII{OIIY

Item. Take I lb of vinegar and 1 lb of antimony ground

small.  Pour the vinegar on the antimony in a glass and let i t

s tand in gent le heat for  three days. Thus the vinegar wi l l  turn

red. Decant i t  qui te careful ly,  making sure that nothing turbid

goes down with i t .  Now pour some more vinegar upon it ,  tet i t

stand for seven days t i I I  the vinegar turns red. Continue doing

this t i l l  no more redness goes over.  Then dist i I l  the v inegar

from it per alembicum, and you wil l  f ind oi l  of antimony at the

bottom.

HOI{ TO I{AKE OIL OF AI{TI I {OI{Y AND A FIXATIOl{  OII I  IT I I I
ORDER TO CHAI{GE 4 LOTS OF GOLD I I {TO OI{E I IARK OF SILVER

{p

I tem. Take black calc ined tartar,  L 1b, g Lots of  O

Stir everything weJ-l together, then let i t  melt in a crucibJ-e

covered with a cupel  ( test)  on i t .  When i t  is  wel l  melted, pour

some sharp vinegar on it ,  which must be warm, and Iet i t  stand

tiI l  i t  becomes pure. Then f i l ter the vinegar anct you wil l  f ind

the red antimony at the bottom l ike blook curdled. Turn that into

pure dry powder.

After th is,  take oi l  of  tar tarr  ds much as you l ike.  Dis-
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solve,  imbibe the ant imony redness with i t ,  and dry i t  again.

Now gr ind and imbibe i t  again as before,  and Iet  i t  dry.  Do

this four t imes. Thereafter, set i t  in a humid cellar and it

wil-I  turn into a red oi1 cal- led oi l  of antimony. Let dry what

has not dissolved, gr ind i t  smal l  and imbibe i t  again three or

four t imes. Then set i t  in the cel lar  and i t .  wi l l  d issol-ve com-

p1etely.

I tem. The other oi l  is  made as fo l lows. Take 4 Lots of

v i t r io l ,  d issolve i t  in ur ine,  boi l  i t  down to more than hal f

in an unglazed pot.  Add to i t  4 Lots of  *  ,  3 Lots of  sal i te,

4 Lots of O , everything ground smal1. tsoi l- al l  of i t  t iJ- l  i t .

is  dry,  powder i t ,  set  i t  in the cel Iar ,  d issolve i t ,  and you

have the other oi l-.

I tem. After th is,  take the equal  weight or mass of  these

two oi ls, pound it  well  with f i fea) on a hard rubbing-stone

(gr inding-stone) to make i t  qui te smaI l  and subt le.  Then put

i t  in a cucurbi t  and set i t  to digest for  seven days. Pour

enough oi l  on i t  to cover i t  a l i t t Ie.  When i t  is  d ist i l led

over,  pour the dist i l led water back over i t .  Do this seven

times. Thereafter put i t  in a sealed crucible and let i t  cement

in gent le heat for  16 hours.  Then melt  i t  in a wind-furnace for

four hours.  Final ly,  ref ine i t  in lead, and you wi l l  f ind in

l  Lot  of  s i lver a "Quint1in" (a ounces) of  gold at  24 grades.
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HOI{ TO I{AKE SILVER FROI{ ANTI}IONY

Recipe ( take) I  Ib of  ant imony, 4 Lots of  f t  ,  I  Lot  of

(J . Melt everything together in a crucible. Pour i t  into
Y

a cast ing-cone (cast ing mold).  MeIt  th is King a I i t t1e wi th

a cupel. After this, on the test, and in this way you have

trre ) .

HOW TO LIOUATE ANTI}IONY FOR GOLD

Recipe. Take 2 Lots of  sulphur,  2 Lots of  sal i te.  Mix

these well together. Now put antimony in a crucible and melt

i t  weI1. Then throw some of the powder (see above) into i t ,

cover i t  wit,h a retort (cucurbit) .  Pour the antimony into a

cast ing-cone, and i t  wi l l  get  a Kirrg which use as you should.

HOTI TO L I  OUATE AIIT I  I {ONY FOR S I  LVER

Recipe. Take 1 lb of  ant imony, 2 lbs of  burnt  tar tar .

Put them together into a mortar, then into a crucible. Seal

i t  above and 1et i t  melt well .  Refine the King as you should.

HOW TO TEST ANTII{OII IY TO SEE IF IT I 'OULD BE
GOOD TO EXTRACT ITS REDNESS

Recipe. Take the antimotry, spread it  on yellow paper that

has been smoothened with a tooth.  I f  i t  produces a red streak,
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i t  is  good. But i f  i t  produces a black streak, i t  is  not  good.

Take, therefore,  an"$ wi th the red l ines,  gr ind i t .  smalI  and

mix i t  with good 1ime. There must be much more l ime tfran $

Pour water on i t ,  1et  i t  boi l  wel l .  Then let  i t  set t le and per-

colate i t  into a g1ass. Now i t  is  qui te pure.  Then add dist i l led

wine vinegar to i t ,  and i t  wi l l  look as i f  you had poured blood

into i t .  Now let  i t  set t le,  l iquate or draw i t  of f  wi th di l i -

gence. Thus you wi l l  get  a f ine red powder which is the Quintes-

sence of  ant imonv.

FINE SILVER

Take 8 Lots of

FOR GOLD THROUGH ANTII{ONYFIXED

6, 2 Lots of  f i led d, 2 Lots of  f i led

, L Lor of 4 , \ Lor
? 

,  I  Lot  of  crude tartar,  I  Lot  of  h

of glass.  These should al l  melt  together.  When the matter has

melted for hal f  an hour,  1et  i t  cool  so that i t  may sett le into

a King. Novr remove the King. Grind 1 Lot of the King to 2 Lots

of Luna. Melt  i t  for  two hours,  then ref ine i t  in lead. This

Luna produces aII grades when added to a mixture.

GRADAT I  ON

Recipe viridi Aeris, Oleum + , Oleum (91. , Pulverm 6 ,
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Recipe vir id i  Aer is,  Oleum f  ,  Oleum CI,  ,  Oleuk veI Pul-
+

verum Q ,  ana. I f  you can get O1eum Mart is,  take also one part

of that. Put everything together, and when it  is coagulated,

dissolve i t  again in a cel lar  or  in a water made for grading (re-

f in ing).  The more of ten you do this,  the more i t  t inges. I f

one-third or one-fourth of the powder is thrown into the melt irg,

i t  wi l l  eroduce O

HOU TO EXTRACT THE REDIIESS OF AI{TI} IOI{Y WHICH IS
THEI{ USED FOR GRADING (NCTINING) ITTO FIXATION

Recipe: Put as much tartar as you wish in a potr  sealed

above, set  i t  in a furnace, Iet  i t  burn t i l I  i t  no longer eva-

porates, and it  wil l  be black enough. Pouri warm water on it

t i l l  i t  is no longer sharp. Now boil  the same 1ie down tc a

sal t  in a ket t le or a pot,  and preserve i t .  Take ant imonyr ds

much as you l ike,  put  i t  in a crucible,  melt  i t  careful ly and

throw the above-described salt into i t ,  pounded smallr so much
+

and so long t i I l  the Q becomes red. Use it  for cementing or

grading (ref in ing).

Knock this antimony into pieces and pour some good vinegar

upon it .  The vinegar wil l  draw the redness out of i t ,  t i l - l  there

is none of  i t  lef t .  I t  can also be used for grading (ref in ing).

But the v inegar that  is  l iquated as descr ibed above, is the no-

blest .  I f  s i lver that  has been laminated f ixed is strat i f ied

in i t ,  sealed in a glass or pot and closed with a l i t t le dough'
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is kept one day and one night f irst in gentle then in strong
+

heat.  This O ,  thus prepared, is good for c innabar in which

to congeal  s i lver.

(Note:  I  bel ieve the meaning is:  I f  s i lver.  .  . is  stra-

t i f ied in i t ,  meaning the antimony and the vinegar together) and

i f  the ant imony is then sealed in a glass etc. ,  then i t .  j -s good.

for c innabar etc.  The German text  is  not c lear.)  possibry i t

means, r f  s i lver is strat i f ied in ant imotry,  af ter  i ts redness

has been removed by the vinegar.)

A LITTLE TII{CTURE

Take oi l  of 6 , dissolve in i t  )q: made red through C .

Now take oi l  of vitr iol,  dissolve in iE fr, /  .  Take both oi l-s

together and remove the fourth part. After this, dissorve sub-

l imated Mercury in the oi I ,  and i t  wi l l  d issolve l ike water.

Now take one part of calcined O , imbibe it  with three parts

of  o i l  (see above).  I f  i t  is  set  in warm manure, i t  wi l l  turn

into a very red water. Coagulate that in a strong f ire and put

it  back in the manure. When it  has again turned into water, coag-

ulate i t  once more. Do this ten t imes. In th is way i t  wi l l  be-

come a golden water or oi l .  Now take one part of this same oil

or water, throw it  upon one hundred parts of crude Mercury, and

i t  wi I I  become good go1d.

END
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