
A Document frqn Sir Isaac Newtonsr Personal  Alchemical  Col lect ion.

I{ORK OI{ VITRIOL FOR THE STOI{E

On Monday, March 2nd.,  or  Tuesday, March 3,  1696, A Londener acquainted

with.  Mr.  Bql le and Dr.  Dickenson making me a v is i t ,  af f i fmed that in

the work of Jodochus a Rhe, with VfTRIOL was not necessary that the

VITRIOL should be purif ied but the oi l  or spir i t  might be taken as sold

in shops, wi thout so much as rect i fy ing i t .

That the f i re does not destroy the l i fe of  the OiI  or  Spir i t  in dis-

t i l l ing i t  fron the red hot Vitr iol.  That two or three pounds of Oil

or Spirtt  wil l  not afford above half an ounce of f ixt salt and that,

that t,he Oil affords more f ixt salt than the spir i t .

That the White spir i t  is in appearance l ike rain water, only sweet &

fragrant, and that VJTRIOLIC Twisdens spir i t  as f described it  to him

1p6s g€nuine. That the white spir i t  must be recti f ied seven t imes from

its feces wi ' thout separating any f legma frcm it,  and that in recti fying

it wil l  endu::e any heat wtthout losing its l i fe. That the remaining

matter for extracting the soul must not be calcined. to a red heat, but

only well  dryed, lest the soul f ly away. That for extracting the soul

the spi: i t  must be dlgested on this matter not two months, but only

t i lL tt  appear well  coloured wlth the extracted soul" That when you

draw'off the spir i t  from the soul you must leave the soul not thick l ik

honey'or butter but thlnner then oi l- so that you may pour i t  clean, out

of your glass l lke a l iquor and that i t  wil l  keep better in moisture

then when too dry and therefore t is safest to err on that hand then

brinE no danger in keeping it  too moist. I  think he said also that the
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soul mus't be volati^l lzed by the spi: i t ,  but I, ' - \n sure rt is. so in the

Process. of rf,odochusr, p.. 20 & those of Bas:itirrs: w.ith- GoId and other lvlet:

als' .

He told'.tqe also that when all the soul isr extracted the remai'ning

Batter .must be put in a c.ruci'ble. covered wit.h a rnuf,f Ie. or holloq cup of

iron llke. a bowl i)rverted and a fire: made round about th'e4 for an hour

which- cannot easi-'ly be too hot. Then the. s;alt ertr:acted wi'th the spi-rir

and the matte.r calciYred agai-n and extracted agaitr as before and so on

till no more Ealt can bq ectracte.d.

That he. fuab ibed this ,f rxt s.alt a1ways.. with. 118th... part of the s.pirlt

(pe::haps'8, 10, or L2 t jrnes,L and that when it  was. so long imbibed t i^I l

I t  became volati le, i t  was not necess'ary.to s:r.rbl irne i t".  For al l  i .s

pure, and if in the sublimatitrn any th-ln.g should ::ernai-n below, that rr,rou-

not be a heterogeneous' i lnpuri ' ty to be rejected, but an unripe. part of

the matter which by furthe:: ilnbibitati'on would be al-l ::lpened and vol-

ati l ized l lke the rest. And that i f  in i lnbibing you should at any t ime

use too gre.at heat, al l  the hurt would be: onl! the loss of so much mat-

ter as subl imes. and drles upon the upper part of the vessel" And that

in e.very irnbibitati'on he let the matter irnbi'bed with. Ll8 th. of the

sp irit continue ln the cold for 3 days the better to unite them, and

then digested them 4 or 5 days more. And when he had finish.ed the work

with. the white spirit he ilnbibed i'n like manner with- eight parts of th.e

red. soul (perhaps'7 t j :nesr)-..  And that when the 3 pri 'nciples-were joi 'ned

the menstruum becornes'a notable one. f t  then dissolves and volat i l izes

all  metals and gold dlssol-ved and volati l ized rnay be diEes,ted with i t

to the end..

when he had finished the irnbibitions, whether with- both the white and
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red spi'sits, or rather with the white. alone, he s'aitl that the matter

f lowed with an easy heat ttut in cold congealed and grew hard l ike a

stone, and by diges:t ion pas.sed t l irough the colours-, black, white, cit-.

rine, and red and in the be.ginning of the decoction dnd Ln the decoction

it fumed up li'ke a cloud as: i's-descr:i'bed in the process of Jod.". Rhe.

And that in this decoction if ther fire should go out for a while the

matter would not thereby' lose its l i fe'  ori  rnoti 'on, but go on sti l l  r then

the fire. is kindled ane.wq And that it anerr putrefled but in the firqt

decoction, whence I seem to gather that he. putrefi'ed uiith the white

spir i-t  alone. and mult ipl iEd only by imbibing with the. red as is des=

cribed by Jodochus and Bas{^l. The work he' fe::mented by'.me.Iting with

GoId, and sai 'd that the whole was) f i \xiEhed in.9 months"

THE END.
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