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VERY GRACIOUS, DEARLY BELOVED FILI & FRATER DOCTRINE HERMETICAE

& PHILOSOPHIAE SAI{AE & IMMORTALIS ALUMNE (Son and Brother and Stu-

dent of the Hermetic Doctrine and rational. and immortal Philosophy)

(or:  Very gracious, Dear ly Beloved Son and Brother of  the Hermet ic

Dgctr ine,  and Student of  the rat ional  and immortal  Phi losophy).

Here you have, after many Tractatibus Chymicis (Chymical treat-

ises) de magno Lapidis Benedict i  Phi losophiae Yster io (on the Blesse

Philosophy of the Great Stone), a brief but good and comprehensive

treat ise,  the l ike of  which has never been seen, on the Universal-

high Tincture work, and the Arcanum of the philosophic ADR)P and.

Mater ia Chymica, together wi th i ts detai led,  perfect  preparat ion

which, because i t  wi l l  preserve you froin many labyr inths and errors
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that  occur in th is high work,  you should gladly accept.

But Mercur ius Alchymistarum non Mercur ius vulgi  nec al icujus

Corporis ex Metal l is imperfectis, sed est omnium istorum principium

a radix:  non est  Corpus Metal l icum, sed Spir i tus Metal l icus essen-

t ia l is  & Temperatus in qual i tat ibus suis.  (gut  the Mercury of  the

Alchymists is not common mercury or anything else out of imperfect

metal l ic  bodies,  but  i t  is  the or ig in and root of  a l l  of  them: I t

is  not a metal l ic  body but an essent ia l  metal l ic  Spir i t ,  and temperer

(or:  sel f -control led) in i ts qual i t ies.)  And i t  is  only a subt le,

c lear,  pure,  and eternal  substance of  Mercur ius,  Sulphur,  and Sal ,

and it  is a Mercury of So1 and Luna.

For this Philosophic Mercury is the beginning of So1 and Luna,

in which Nature begins to produce gold and si lver, and it  is yet not

the Mercury of So1 and Lunar ds many thousands have believed so far,

but i t  is  a Mercury that  is found in the mines and which dissolves

gold and si lver into Mercury.

This our Mercury is added to gold and si lver, because we f ind

in nothing else on earth the metal l ic power that can cause our l" ler-

cury 's own Sulphur to be coagulated except in gold and si lver i  for

without those two it  cannot be prepared or brought to i ts end or

f ix i ty.  Therefore there is in gold and si lver the astral  inf luence

required to perfect Mercury. But i t  should be noted that we must

add Luna to our volati le Mercury in the f irst operation. It  moll i-

f ies (or:  sof tens, melts)  the innate Sulphur of  Mercury,  whereby

Mercury is coagulated into gold. For I ' lercury cannot stand great

heat,  therefore i t  must be done with gent le warmth. Because i f  gol i
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is added to it in the beginning and O requires great heat

U must get as much heat as O .  Then i t  changes into a red+
Sulphur which is not, I iquid nor sui table for  the Art ,  because i ts

SaI has been taken from it.  And if  someone would later try to f ix

the Rubeus Phi losophorum (Phi losophic Red) wi th gold,  he would again

work in vain, guia non f i t  transitus ab extremo ad extremum, nisi

per medium (because he had not made the transit ion from one extreme

to another with the help of an intermediary).

Furthermore, our q may well be able to give to the metal l ic

qual i ty form and the Perfect ionem metal l icam (metal l ic  perfect ion),

but i t  does not have i t  wi th in i tsel f  in actual i ty but only in po-

tent ia l i ty ,  unless i t  is  r ipened by eoet ion wiE}:r  the addi t ion of

O + O .  only then wi l l  i t  have this abi l i ty  in actual i ty.

Then our metal l ic  f i re,  wi l l  not  be colored with gold and si lver

and made f ixed with i ts f ix ing strength ( force) so can i t  a lso not

be t inged (colored) or sel f  permanent (constant,  steady) wi th the

water of the imperfect metals mixed: Then our mercury ( B ) is
f

very volat i le ( fugi t ive,  t ransi tory,  f l ighty)  and an unremaining

behind water, although when it  is f ixed, take the metal l ic root

of  the metals as such, and wi l l  be a permanent subFtance.

Likewise, gold and si lver are dissolved in th is our 
H 

.  rn

their Corpore (body) they cannot do it .  Even if  i t  (Mercury) is

made to f low in strong f i re,  i t  does not mix wel l  wi th the metals

and does not color them homogeneously and permanently in their na-

ture. Therefore, one cannot be or do anything without the other.

( I r tote:  This paragraph is not c lear.  I  assume that i t  is  about
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Mercury that the author is speaking and not about gold or si lver.)

Now we have said Quid sit noster Mercurius (uhat our Mercury

is) ,  but  i t  is  not  yet  known uheye i t  can be found ou uhere' iE is.

For i t  is indeed in gold and si lver, but \^/e cannot open gold and

silver in order to obtain I from them, because the opening has
f

to be done ui th th is 
V 

,  then i t  is  Clats is Pht losophorum (the

Phi losophers '  Key).

Therefore, the philosophers have kept very secret where to

look for i t ,  so that  hardly one in hundreds wi l l  f ind i t .  Never-

theless,  i t  is  indicated in a secret  language. At f i rst ,  the earth

had been created without val leys,  mountains,  stones, and ores.  I t

was f lat  and fat ,  and was only t ransformed into var ious colors,

ores,  metals,  and the kind and root of  the seven metals by the sun's

heat. At f irst, a smouldering-hot steamy warmth developed which

went through the abyss of the whole of the earth, together with the

quali t ies of the four E1ements. And because the earth had its in-

nate, watery humidity about i t ,  the color became mixed and changed

into a fumus nebulosus (foggy smoke or steam) r or a vapor of the

four Elements locked in the earth.  Final ly i t  increased so much,

after each vapor always tr ied to r ise higher and the earth was throw

hither and thither, that mountains and hi l ls were formed. In those

mountains that vapory condit ion is the most moderate and has been

mixed by t ime and best closed in. But in level earth those vapors

do not accumulate so strongly and so much. That is why in level

earth we do not f ind as much good ore, because the soil  of the moun-

tains is especial ly sI imy, c layer,  and fat  in their  depth.  Out of
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the same vapor that is mixed with subtle' pure earth, the nature

of the Mercurius Philosophorum arises. But when now this compound

is c leansed of  i ts  superf luousness and is boi led,  a subt le ignea

sieea substant ia is generated from ( a subt le f iery,  dry substance)

i t ,  and i t .  is  Mercur ius Phi losophorum.

This end, then, dear ly beloved reader,  suf f ic ient ly shows the

right way to seek our Mercury, the beginning of our Art. And while

this Mercury is found in suf f ic ient  quant i ty where ore is being dug

out,  i t  is  yet  recognized by very few. I t  is  nei ther gold nor s i l -

ver,  nor the common mercury,  nor any of  the other metals,  nor Sul-

phur vulgi  (common sulphur) ,  nor ant imony, nor arsenic,  v i t r io l ,

marcasi te,  b ismuth,  spar,  magnesium, cobal t ,  aur ip igment,  sal t  pe-

ter,  or  the l ike,  but  the phi losophers say that i t  is  a vaporous

I i t t le substance composed of  the four Elements,  and i t  is  a matter

that contains al l  other metals,  which can a1l  be made of  i t .

While we have shown enough what our Mercury is, and where it

can be found, and whi le i t  can also be suff ic ient ly proven by the

Lumine Naturae (Light of  Nature) that  the TranspLantat io MetalLorum

(the transplantat ion of  metals)  is  possible,  I  esteem that I  have

this t ime said al l  too much about the main key, which is Ehe Mer-

cur ius PhiLosophorum, by which one can at ta in to the Universal  Ar-

canum L.B. A1I phi losophers have considered this Arcanum the highes

and greatest treasure of Nature, higher than which nothing can be

found in the world. As to how to proceed further with this high

t incture work,  you wi l l  f ind enough instruct ion in the present

treat ise,  and nothing l ike i t  has ever been found anywhere eIse.
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This excel lent ,  most useful  t reat ise,  which has reached us

in a strange wdy, just as other important select writ ings that

have been kept back for so long, I  wished to publ ish here openly,

for  the best of  your i ly  reader,  and al l  Sons of  the Doctr ine,  whi le

asking you not to take my work amiss but to receive it  graciously

and to grant me your favor for the promotion of such arcana and.

other theophrastic writ ings (note: probably writ ings by Bombastus

Theophrastus Paracelsus).  With th is,  dear ly beloved reader,  I  com-

mend you faithful ly to the fatherly grace and protection of the

Most High Spagyrus Trismegistix.
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()N THE PHILOSOPHIC ADROP

The intent ion and goal  of  a l l  phi losophers is to br ing

about in a short t ime, outside and on earth, what Nature pro-

duces af ter  a long t ime within the earth,  that  is ,  to produce

true gold and si lver through their Art. But to achieve this,

i t  is absolutely necessary for them to imitate Nature and its

ef fect  by the Art .  That is to say that they must select  pure

and clean earth, white and red - which they call  their O and

D and therewith compose their g , and in this they al l

agree.

Just as long and as much as Nature proceeds or does, t i l l

f inal ly the pure earth and $ b""o*" f ixed and in plenty supply,:F

just  so must you do i f  you wish to produce something useful .  I t

is ind.eed true that Q and ).re nothing but white and red earth

in which Nature congeals the subtle pure quicksi ln"r or p , and

renders i t  compact per minimas partes ( in i ts smal lest  parts) ,

and has thus generated two kinds of  metal ,  O ana )  f rom i t .

Consequently, the f irst thing required is that you should have

two kinds of earth, that is, white and red earth, which must be

clean, pure, and f ixed, and that you should f ix in them the two

Mercuries, the white in the white earth and the red in the red

earth.  The earth and $ must be uni ted,  per minimas partes in:F

such a way that they remain thus united in a1l eternity, that

they can pass al l  tests, and that they can be l iquif ied together

to such an extent that  they can t inge metals ( just  as saf f ron
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colors \ /  )  to a whi te and yel low color,  and do this in a rather

large amount and in an abundance of t incturer so that you need

throw only a l i t t1e of  i t  upon the molten metal .

For then they attract and bring to the fore the nature that

is obstructed and held back, al l  Corpora and Spinitus which other-

wise, when they are in their  own speci .es,  are not obstructed and

stopped. In this way one can t inge ad inf initum and rid the human

body of various serious diseases. Whatever power and propert ies

can be obtained in common Q and ) U"t not without great trouble

and work, and no matter how much labor one may spend on it ,  they

cannot be brought to such great virtue and effect, because the po-

wer and vigor,  that  is ,  that  which gives and distr ibutes l i fe and

mult ip l icat ion to every speeies,  is  ext inguished in common Q and

) I f ,  therefore,  you can accompl ish on earth what Nature pro-

duces within the earthr 1rou may r ight ly be cal led a PhiLosophus

Natural is (natural  phi losopher) .  But you must understand and take

note of  the fact  that  the old phi losophers did not bui ld their  no-

blest foundation on common Q and 
D , and they have therefore

wri t ten in their  books that th is Art  costs l i t t le,  and that a

poor man can partake of  i t  and enjoy i t  as much as a r ich man.

Which would be wrong, i f  one would achieve it  with common O "t

5 r ds these are very expensive and hard to obtain by the poor.
vl

Certainly, many have used a great deal 
"f O ana ) ,  because they

had not correctly understood this. They also lost labor and effort,

not without great harm and disadvantage to their bodies and souls,

which is miserable to behold. I  have not yet known or seen anyone
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Iooking for the philosophers' t incture who did not mix common

U (which is the cheater of  a l l  a lchYmists)  wi th common O or
:F

) ,  and that is the reason why I do not see any who have achieved

or found anything in this Art, but rather do I see those who have

become ruined and wrecked by i t .

Therefore,  be on your guard,  I  warn and beg you, for  a l though

you can make 
@ 

ana ) subtle and mix them with the t incture and

make some Elixir of them, this conrmon Q and) are nevertheless

not the r ight means of the philosophers, because their Q and )

are two t inctures, namely red and white, which l ie hidden in a

body not yet perfected by Nature into Q ana 
) 

.  Therefore you

must separate them from their dirty, unclean substance, and unite

them and bring them together with earth that is pure and clean,

namely red and white, according to their nature.

And these two earths are a ferment of their waters, to such

an extent that i t  is unnecessary to have a ferment for common O

ana ) ,  because al l  that is nothing but something coming from a

body: for  a l l  partes nostr i  Lapidis sunt Homogeneae & Coessen-

t ia les (a11 parts of  our Stone are homogeneous and coessent ia l )

and coagulated, which would not be the case i f  one were to take

and use com*onO orO .  Therefore,  und,erstand the speech of  the

great philosopher Guido de Monte r ightly when he writes and says

to a Bishop from Greece whom he had taught this Art: "Take a Cor-

pus in which there is pure l" lercury, clean and without a blemish,

and by nature imperfect .  For th is Corpus, when i t  is  made perfect

and is wel l  pur i f ied,  is  a thousand t imes better than the Conpus
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-  n and 
O." He says further:  " In our work there areot common (:)

three kinds of  speeies,  the Green Lion, Ehe Asa foet ida,  which is

a bad-smel l ing water,  and the white steam. "  He says this in order

to deceive the s impletons. For to teI l  the t ruth,  these three

things are nothing but one and the same single thing, Res una &

unius ejesdemque essent ia,  to which three di f ferent names have

been given, according to the three qual i t ies (or:  propert ies) in

them.

Consequent ly,  whi le he ca11s i t  the Green Lion, he understands

i t  to be the sun, which causes the wor ld to greerr  per uim at t rae-

t iuam (by i ts at t ract ing power) and rules over the whole wor ld

over everything, even i f  i t  is  st i l l  green because i t  is  st i l l

sour and unr ipe,  that  is ,  that  which is not yet  f ixed or perfect

by nature, l ike common O

Accordingly,  the phi losophers '  Green Lion is green gold,  l iv-

ing O , which is not yet f ixed but imperfect by nature. That is

also the reason why it  has the power to reduce al l  Corpoz,a into

their  f i rst  Mater ia,  and to make f ixed Mater ia spir i tual  and vola-

t i le.  Therefore you may wel l  cal l  i t  a l ion because, just  as other

anima.ls giVe way to the l ion, aII other Corpona give way to the

might of  l iv ing go1d, which is our Mercury.

The water into which our t incture is infused, is our Luna,

and consequently we have two t inctures in our p , which can be

separated. That i t  is  cal led Asa foet ida is so on account of  the

smel l  which $ f tas.  Indeed, when i t  has been extracted from i ts
f

eorpore,  i t  st rongly resembles in smel l  /sa foet ida.  The phi lo-
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sopher says that the smel l  is  very bad before the preparat ion of

th is p and also af terwards, unt i l  i t  c i rculates in quintam essen-

t i .an and is well  prepared. Then it  has a very nice smell and is

a medicine for lepra and al l  epidemics and diseases. Without th is

l iv ing gold,  you could never make Auyum potabi le (potable gold),

which is an El ix i r  for  l i fe and for metals.

With this Raymundus Li l l ius agrees when he says: "We dissolve

si lver and gold with something that springs from their own root in

their  species and is coEssent ia l  wi th them, yet  imperfect  by nature.

The above-mentioned Raymundus f ixes these two t inctures upon

gold-I ime and conrmon si lver-l ime with qreat trouble and at great

expense, which may well be good but is only suitable for great and

wealthy gentlemen. But there exists another way, better and easj-er

for the poor,  which he cal ls a whi te steam. Know then for sure

that i t  is  indeed so: For dur ing dist i l lat ion,  a whi te steam ap-

pears before the red t incture,  which,  when i t  r ises in the alembic,

turns the glass whi te l ike mi lk.  Therefore they also cal l  i t  v i r -

g in 's Mi lk.

Wherever you f ind. something written abotit  these three things,

understand that i t  is but one single thing which, as indicated,

has three propert ies.

But I  wi l l  here discuss a dubiun (doubt)  which confuses the

simpletons: Raymundus says that our father shows himself in a f i l -

thy,  d ishonest form, and that he is in aI I  th ings and in al l  p laces.

How do you understand this?

Indeed, some are so stupid and of  such l i t t le intel l igence
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that, hearing that the philosophers write in their books that our

father is in al l  th ings,  they take var ious substances of  which

some are bad and base. They calc ine them, dist i l l  them, and con-

join them, and other l ike things. This the philosophers severely

punish,  saying: r f  you look for the secret  of  the phi losophers in

human excrements, you lose your t ime and f ind that you have been

cheated.

The philosophers also say that he is generated between two

mountains, that he is thrown upon the dungheap, also trampred

under foot, that he is generated between man and woman, and that

he is in me, in you, and in such l ike th ings.

This is the reason why some simpletons, on hear ing the l ike,

dist i l l  ur ine,  others human excrements,  others eggs, others human

brood, others old rags, and the l ike.  Final ly,  one gains as much

as another.

But because they are so stupid, one should not wonder that

they wish to make Q and 
) out of things that have never been

e& spbeie Qis vel  (or))r .  For no one can give what he does

not have, l ikewise nett les do not produce roses.

How then can we resolve this dubium? This you should be

sure of: that when the philosophers say that our father j_s in

alr  p laces and in al l  th ings,  they speak the truth.  There is no

great di f f icul ty in their  words i f  you consider the matter qui te

natural ly, since on earth there is neither an animal nor a thing

nor a mineral with a l iving power or vigor within i tself that

could be generated without natural internal heat and without i ts
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speeies.  That is also how the phi losophers understand i t ,  namely,

that these species are always germinated by the internal natural

warmth, without which heat you could not have the least l i t t , le thing

Therefore, in this way our father is E}:.e puna Materia, which is the

nature of gold, and it  has a heat that gives power and vigor and

mult ip l icat ion.  By this heat the father can be taken in his speeie

and can be mult ip l ied:  and that is our secret  f i re of  nature which

our father works in the glass,  just  as the natural  heat,  together

with adeguate humidity in the earth, does with the fruitr so that

the f ru i t  is  f i rst  putref ied and af terwards br ings forth in great

quant i ty and mult ip l ic i ty.

Therefore, whoever does not know our heat, our f ire, our bath

in our glass with a moderate f ire (which is always at the same mea-

sure and degree inside the glass,  not outs ide),  our mountain of

dung, our uentrem equinum (horse's bel ly) ,  our moist  f i re,  etc. ,

wi l l  never obtain th is Stone nor get near i t .  We also have our

burnt water., our burnt wine, our water of l i fe, by which some un-

derstand water of  l i fe extracted from wine, oi l r  or  other Liquor-

ibus. And because that which gives to each thing its power and

vigor is the cause of  the mult ip l icat ion of  each thing in i ts

speeie,  so you should also take O ot  )  wi tn which you make O

and ) ,  which has not yet lost that which gives it  power, strength,

and vigor,  u igonem & fort i tudinem, but that  which is al iveT w€rrrTl ,

and moist ,  and which has the might and strength,  potestatem poten-

t iam, to reduce al l  Corpora ad uegetat iuan sua.m naturam (bodies

into their  vegetat ive nature).  Because by i ts ( t f rat  which gives
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the Vigorem) help,  the man who is dead in his Speeie and who has.

no more power and vigor to mult iply by the Grace of God, can again

become al ive and mult ip ly or:  reproduce in his Speeie).

I have not yet suff iciently explained how our father can be

generated between man and woman, and between two mountains. But

I  wi l l  e lucidate for  you the secret  of  Morienus, who says in his

EPistle to Aaron the Philosopher that the Aonpora taken from sma11

mountains are the white and clear Corpus' ,  which does not suf fer  any

putrefact ion or disturbance (or:  change),  and is not subject  to

them, and is generated between man and woman. By these two moun-

tains we understand Q and )  ,  .which are far  above us,  and which

generate si lver and gold on earth through their inf luence, both of

which are in our 
H 

. By man and woman they understand Aetiuum &

Passiuum, that  is,  Aet iua in our g and, Passiua in our earth.

I f  now you wish to get. the Stoner 1rou can have i t ,  because i t

is  conmon to both r ich and poor.  But there is a secret  in th is Arc,

which leads many into error,  about which there also ar ises a dubium.

I said before that our father is a thing conrmon to rich and poor

aI ike.  Now, however,  I  am asking, is there a di f ference between

the father ( id est  Mater i )  and the perfect  E1ix i r? To that I  re-

ply yes,  because our father is nothing but our 
Q ,  which is our

Q and ) ,  our red and white t incture which each of us can have.

The El ix i r  is  d i f ferent.  For just  . "  onr $ could be f ixed, or+
could become fixed, in such a way (namelyr orr i ts own earth or on

the earth taken from the l i t t1e mountains) that i t  could become an

El ix i r ,  onr tJ could also be f ixed on gold or s i lver earth,  both
'1"

-2I-



of which are not common or easy for the poor to obtain.

so that you may understand the beginning correctly: our

stone is a common and single th ing. Before the perfect  El ix i r

is made, however, one must have various things out of which to

makei t .That iswhyRa}rmundussaysthat i tsownearthisnot

al together or always natural .  Guido understands this wel l  when

he teaches the Bishop that i t  is al l  the same, that he can take

whatever earth he wishes, provided it .  is f ixed and pure, meaning

one should not worry about the earth, of what substance it  is

wi th which v iew Alphidius concurs,  saying: "The Eeees from which

you have extracted your ! ,  are not worth anything, are no good,

Therefore, you may weII lhrow them away and mix your Mercury with

other earth that is more subti le. "

In order to remove al l  doubt from the poor and tel l  him what

kind of  earth is bestr  and which is most useful  to him, quae ipsi

propr ior  aut propinquiorr  so that his eagle can r ise and soar on

its wings: Aristo'tLe calls the earth by i ts own name, in cofl Imon

parlance, h€ says bhe fol lowing: that  i t  is  the end of  the egg.

By that he understands the nature of the metal which is Mercury

with i ts Sulphur, well  proport ioned by Nature. Three things come

from the egg, however:  the red, the whi te,  and the shel ] .  We re-

quire only one thing, that  is ,  the sheI l .  This is the end of  the

eg9, which is the last  part  made perfect  by Nature.  I t  resembles

a mountain, and is generated between man and woman. When it  is

wel l  calc ined, i t  is  the whi test  and subt lest  earth,  and the most

resistant to f i re.  I t  a lso lasts longer in the f i re than al l  other
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earths,  and i t  a lso accepts the t incture,  so that you can trans-

mute wi th i t ,  and thus with the Art ,  the nature of  metal  which

those who work in this Art do not believe, but only those who

have tr ied and experienced it .

The other earths,  which contain a mercur ia l  moisture,  do

not absorb our U as wel l  as th is one, because they contain:F

enough moisture themselves. For the moisture that this earth

has, or should have, is mult ip l ied by Nature into whi te and red,

in which there is water and oi1 - as there is in the blood

(which can be prepared for the medicine but not for the t incture

of metals,  and burnt  wi th the El ix i r  of  l i fe) .  This earth is

sometimes hated (when i ts inner matter is putref ied),  and then

it is thrown upon the dungheap, just as is done with an egg when

the pure substance has been eaten out of i t .  In order to test i f

this earth would drink or accept my 
H 

I I  once threw a l i t t le of

E upon this earth,  and i t  soon became fat  l ike f resh cheese.
T

When 0 had evaporated, the earth turned yellow due to the t inc-
-F

ture of  U .  Thereforer take wel l  care and watch the pract ice,
>?

because people are of ten cheated in i t .

rn the name of God, dissolve your ADR1P in dist i l led v ine-

gar in 8.M.,  and st i r  i t  wel l  wi th a st ick,  three t imes a day.

When it  has sett led, incl ine the glass and either empty i t  or

pour the l iquid of f ,  and again pour f resh vinegar on i t .  Again

st i r  i t ,  and when i t  has sett led,  pour i t  of f .  Do this as long

as the vinegar is colored, which may take eight days. After th is,

draw i t  three t imes through a fe l t ,  unt i l  i t  becomes transparent
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l ike a crystal .  Evaporate i t ,  then draw the vinegar of f  per B.M.,

and do this t i l l  the rest  is  l ike a mash or rubber (or:  gum) .

Now remove your matter from the vessel and preserve it .  you wil l

do this with the said ADR7P ti11 you have twelve pounds of this

9um, and then you wil l  have of this earth the earth and the bro-

ther of the earth.

Now put three pounds of  the said gum in a Dist iL lator iun

that contains approximately two quarts. Put the Alembicum on it ,

and sear the joints welr with beer, good eggwhite an6 f lour, werl

mixed together on a smal l  p iece of  c loth.  set  i t  on a sand-fur-

nace in such a way that there be a two-f inger-thickness of sand

around it  up to the middle of the retort. Apply the receiver and

give it  gentle A r so that you can get the phlegma, which is not

worth anything. (oo this)  t i I I  you see a whi te steam r ise in the

Alenbieo, turning the glass whi te r ike mi lk.  Now change your re-

ceiver,  which you must welr  sealr  €rs th is steam or smoke r ises

violent ly eum i ,mpetu.  rncrease the f i re graduarry t i l r  you get

oir  as red as brood, which is an airy gold Aunum Aethereum, bad-

smelI ing,  and Phi losophic Go1d, the blood of  the Green Lion, our

Ungunentum, which is a comfort  for  human bodies in th is l i fe.  And

in the same form i t  is  a lso Elne Mereur ius PhiLosophorumr dr Aqua

solut iua,  which dissorves gold whi le retaining j -Es speeies and

it has many more nanes. Continue the above-mentioned dist i l lat ion

for 24 hours after the white steam has started to come. Then it

wi l l  be perfect ,  but  the A must f inal ly be increased to the high-

est  degree. Then remove i t ,  crose i t  wel l r  so that  nothing can

escape, then preserve i t  for  later use"
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AlloIHER t'lETHop

Take six pounds of our ADR7p that has not yet been dis-

sorved in aeeto ( in v inegar) ,  put  i t  into an earthenware re_

tort  containing about four quarts,  seal  i t  wel l ,  set  i t  in a

furnace as i f  you were going to burn Aquafort, put the receiver

in f ront ,  d ist i l l  the \7 or phlegna from i t  -  which is not worth

anything -  wi th a gent le A ,  t i l1 the whi te steam r ises.  Now

change the receiver,  seal  i t  wel l  behind, dist i l l ,  and increase

the f i re gradual ly,  the longer the more, and f inalry increase the

f i re as much as is required to burn Aquafort .  cont j -nue for 24

hours,  and you wi l l  have the Green Lion's Brood, which we cal l

Aquam Seez'etam (Secret  Water)  and Aeetum Aeerr imum (t t re most acid

vinegar)  .  wi th i t  you can reduce al l  Corpora to their  f f tsE Ma-

ter ia and can also purge al l  human bodies of  var ious ser ious and

incurable diseases.

And this is our A , which is at aII t imes burning in the

same way and to the same degree, outside and inside, and this is

our dung, our water of  l i fer  our bath,  our Ventey Equinus (horse's

belly) 
'  

which produces wondrous things in the secret work of i ts

Speeies.  I t  tests al l  Corpora,  d issolved and undissolved ones,

which the phi losophers cal l  warm and moist  wine, i t  contains the

f i re in oentre suo ( in i ts bel ly) ,  l ike a f iery water t  ot  e lse i t

would have no power to dissolve the Corpora into their f irst mat-
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ter. This is our Mercury, our Q and O , which we use in our

work.

Now remove E}:.e Eeees - which have become charcoal-black -

from the bottom of the retort, calcine them for eight days with

a gent le f i re,  and thereafter again eight days with a stronger

f i re.  Cont inue doing this t i l l  they become white as snowr or

calc ine them three t imes in a potter 's stone (or:  furnace) wi th

greater and stronger f i re,  t i1I  they become white.

When you have brought and reduced Ehe Eeees to a white calx

(or:  l ime),  putrefy and change them to a new whiteness and red-

ness by putrefying them with V""r p , which whiteness and red-

ness they did not have before.

Because the phi losopher says:  First  calc ine,  then putrefy,

dissolve,  d ist i l l ,  subl imate,  descend, f ix  i t ,  and wash i t  of ten

with the water of  l i fe;  dry i t ,  and copulate,  fac maty, imonium

(make a marr iage) of  the body with the soul .  I f  you can mix these

things and bring them together natural ly, the V wil l  coagulate

when you open the Corpus. Then your Conpus wi l l  d ie f rom pain,

that  is of  the bloody f lux,  and i t  wi l l  change colorr  Ers you wi l l

see in the c louds af ter  three days. I t  wi l l  r ise to the moon and

afterwards to the sun, by means of the oceanic sea which is round

without an end. When it  is in a sma1l town and when it  is applied

and conjoined, the Art  is  perfect .  This work does not require much

expense. Rejoice,  however,  that  you have started i t ,  and be pat ient

and continue with the work to the end.
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HO[^I TO PUTREFY AND ALTER

Put part of the said calx into an ostr ich egg and pour enough

of your t incture over i t  to cover i t  completely.  SeaI the egg weII ,

so that nothing can escape from it,  put i t  for eight days in a hu-

mid and cord place, to putrefy i t .  Af ter  e ight days, when the mat-

ter is dry, pour again as much t incture over i t  as before, and, let

i t  stand once more for eight days. Continue thus every eight days

unti l  the earth wil l  no longer drink or. accept anything. Now 1et

i t  stand at  the same prace t i l1 i t  turns black l ike pi tch.  Then

put i t  in a natural  bed, and let  the moisture become f ixed with

the earth, t i I l  the earth becomes white as snow. When it  is beau-

t i fu l ry whi te,  you can d. iv ide i t  into two parts,  keeping one for

the white, the other for the red.

Now ferment the f irst part to the white with the calxr €ts wil l

be said later,  and the red with the Q chark.  r f  you wish to use

this Red for making 
Q , you must reduce it  to a red powder, l ike

dragon's blood, just  by digest ing i t  wi th a long- last ing f i re.  wi th

part of your Mercury you can turn this red powder into an oi l  by

circulat ion.  I t  wi l l  be Aurum potabi le,  El in i r  u i tae,  and the metal

wi l l  be changed into perfect  go1d.

But r  wi l l  now teach you a general  rure.  r f  you wish to make

only a whi te El ix i r ,  i t  is  necessary that  you div ide your t incture

into two parts. Keep one part for the Red work, but dist i l l  the

other wi th a gentre f i re,  and you wi l l  get  a whi te water,  which is

our whi te t incture,  our eagle,  orrr  p ,  our Virgin 's Mi lk.
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When you have these two t inctures r ot the white and the red

U , you must practice with them on their own earth or on the pre-
+

pared calx of  metals.  For the phi losophers say:  One must not worry

about the earth, of \^rhat substance it  is. Therefore, take the said

earths, which have been transformed into white and redr €ls said,

and ferment them in the following way:

AD ALBAM (to the white)

f r  .  Si lver- l ime and al tered earth,  ana. Grind them wel l  to-

gether, moisten and sprinkle i t  with Vorrr p , which is cai-Led. Lae

Virginis,  Virgin 's Mi lk,  t i11 i t  becomes soft  as dough. Now put i t

into a glass SubLimator ium, i ts ALenbie on top, and f i rst  d ist i l l

the Virgin 's Mi lk of f  wi th a gent le f i re,  and preserve i t  weI l .

After this, increase the f ire and sublimate everything that can

r ise around the Ur inal ,  just  as is ordinar i ly  subl imated. This is

our sublimated 
H 

, mad.e from our transformed and metal l ic Coz,pore,

which is thus made volat i le wi th the help of  A r  so that i t  can be

sublimated so much that r^/e cannot wonder enough.

Therefore,  pound al l  the subl imate wi th LLs Feeibus and resi-

due, moisten and spr inkle i t  again wi th the Virgin 's MiIk that  you

have preserved, dist i l l  and subl imate i t  t i l l  everything stays f ixed

together in such a way that no f ire can make it  r ise.

Thus you wil l  have your sublimated and f ixed Mercury, instead

of which the unintel l igent and ignorant wil l  take the common subli-

mate that is subl imated with v i t r io l  and sal tpeter,  in which they
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are very much mistaken.

When you have f ixed everything in the form of a white earth,

pour on i t  an equal  amount of  Virgin 's Mi lkr  so that i t  f loats on

top or r ises above the water,  c i rculate i t  in Balneo t i l l  i t  turns

into a th ick oi I .  Af ter  th is,  dry i t  to a powder in a stove of

ashes, then calc ine i t ,  and af ter  that  repeat and rei terate every-

thing, as was f i rst  said concerning the Virgin 's Mi lk.  I f  you do

this of tenr you can augment i t  considerably;  and in th is way you

can augment iE ad Infinitum by nourishing and augmenting it  with

Virginrs Mi lk.

Final ly,  i f  you wish to make a Project ion,  coagulate i t  to an

oi ly substance or a fat  powder ( in Substant iam oLeaginosam, uel

puLobrem unetuosum siue unguentosum). Throw one part  upon a hun-

dred. parts of  I  crudir  or  another prepared metaI ,  and i t  wi l l  con-
.F

vert  i t  into good si lver,  passing al l  tests.

Just as I have here said about the White, you must also do

with the Red -  wi th the red $ upon the l ime of  metals,  that  is ,
+

you must ferment by sublimation upon transform"d O l imer €rs you

did wi th the White on si lver l ime.

But take noter you wi l l  never get the r ight  s i lver and

ferment unless they have previously been converted from their

f irst quali t ies by our g , and brought to a new whj-teness and

redness by means of  Putrefaet ionr which whiteness and redness they

did not have before.

When they have turned white after Putz,efaction and are able

and incl ined to merge with our sublimated U , they unite natur-+
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al ly per minimas paz,tes and become f ixed together,  so that  they

can never be parted or separated from each other. This would

never be the case if  only one of these two were f ixed and not

the other.  Then they could not uni te per minimas partes,  because

the Spir i tus could nei ther enter the Corpus nor penetrate i t .

But when E}:.e Fermenta have been made spir i tual, then the

Spir i tus are conjoined, and the Corpus, i f  i t  was once perfect

and f ixed, is eager and has a natural  d isposi t ion to come again

into i ts f i rst  Fi ,cat ion,  to accept i t  againr !es,  much more so

than a eoypus that had never been perfect or f ixed. When it  again

accepts the said Fi tat ion,  i t  carr ies wi th i t  in iLs Speeie al l

Spir i tus r  which are uni ted wi th i t  and are not outside i ts Speeies ,

such as l iv ing sulphur,  arsenic,  sal  ammoniacus, and other l ike

things.

You may well unite conrmon Mercury with Lhe Fermento spir i tual i ,

but  i t  wi l l  never combine so perfect ly that  i t  can stand al l  tests.

Just as our Mercury wiLl not unite with the l ime of a ferment that

has not been altered.

Therefore, this point of natural phi losophy excludes al l  Whites

(ALbedines) and t inctures that do not'  come from ttre r ight kind of

alteration and proceed before the t incture was conjoined and united

with the corpo?e and Spini tu.

In th is connect ion,  Raymundus LiLLius has given us th is con-

clusion, saying: "Knowr my son, that  there exists nothing white

or red that Nature has created white or red on earth, that could

make the El ix i r ,  unless i t  has previously passed through the phi lo-

sopher 's wheel  (yotam)" .
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ANITHER [vIETHQD vARrArroNrs & ABBREvrArroNrs,
ltITH UITIIC.I{, RAYI'IUNDUS LULLIUS, EXPERII4ENTED.

Take calc ined vi t r io l  -  which calc ines l ike ash and is pul-

uis impalpabiLis ( impalpable powder) -  put  i t  in a ur i ,nal ,  pour

enough Virgin 's MiIk on i t  to cover i t ,  c lose the vessel  wel l  wi th

some l inen, set i t  to putrefy in a humid place for eight days, and

after eight days give i t  again just  as much of  your v i rg in 's Mi lk,

and continue thus every eight days t i1l i t  no longer absorbs any-

thing. Let i t  stand wel l  sealed in th is place t i l l  you see f loat

on top a crystal l ine earth,  l ike f resh eggs or roes, which remove

from |-he Feeibus. Put the matter into an ostr ich egg, wel l  sealed

and gIued, in a rather strong ash-f i rer  so that i t  becomes f ixed.

Increase the f i re,  and cont inue t i l I  i t  takes on a yel low coIor.

After th is,  increase the f i re again t i l t  i t  -  the earth -  turns

red l ike dragon's blood. Then, once again pour some of your Red

upon it ,  enough to cover i t  completely, and coagulate i t  through

Cireulat ionr so that i t  becomes l ike oi1.  Af ter  th is,  dry i t  to

a powder, and throw one part of this powder upon 40 parts of f ine-

ly molten si lver wi th one part  of  gold,  and aI I  of  i t  wi l l  be t rans-

formed into f ine gold.

I f  you wish i t  to get a higher (or:  stronger)  colorr  Ers high

as possible,  take part  of  your ELir iy in the egg r  put  i t  in a I lz , i -

naL, pour upon it  some of your U , composed of a very strong cor-
f
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rosive (aquafort)  made of  v i t r io l -sal tpeter.  Let  the V eva-

porate with a gentle A , and the t incture of these two wil l  stay

in your El ix in and wi l l  augment i t  in quant i tate & eoLoz.e ELir i r is .

I f  you do i t  of ten,  i t  wi l l  turn into an oi l ,  and i f  you dip a red-

hot s i lver- leaf  or  Laminam in i t ,  i t  wi l l  be colored inside and

outside. I f  you melt  i t  wi th a tenth part  of  gold,  i t  wi l l  turn

into gold and stand al l  tests.

But i f  you take as much white earth &ti" ot altered soul as

there is white earth of vitr iol,  and f ix them together on altered

lime, and thereafter you turn i t  red and into oi l  with your com-

posed Mercury (with the Aquafort comps. ) ,  you wil l  have the Great

El i t iy ' ,  wi th which you can transmute n ,  + ,  
H 

,  and al l  other

eorpo?a into perfect  
O .  This go1d, however,  is  not sui table as

a medicine for the human body. You can accomplish this work in

three months.

ANOTHER ABBREVIATION

You can also abbreviate your Putnefaet ion and eonversion by

half,  i f  you make it  sharper with your red and white waters. Thus

you should f ix your sublimated and calcined $ , t fr"t dissolve it' . |

several t imes in your White and Red, t i l I  everything is together

converted into ! .  This water wil l  putrefy and alter the l ime of

al l  metals in three weeks, because you have united the two Mercurie:

which are two f ires, namely, the natural A , and ttre A that is

against  Nature or unnatural .
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H',n T0 FIX gum =^_AruM

First ,  subl imate Vour Q, 
and i f  there is hal f  a pound of

1-
i t ,  add sal tpeter,  v i t r io l ,  ana, (ot  each) hal f  a pound. Powder

them together in vinegar t i I I  everything turns into a white dough.

When it  is thus pounded and white, sublimate i t  as is customary.

Do this seven t imes, adding each t ime fresh matter,  t i I l  i t  a l l

becomes bright and cJ-ear l ike the sun. Then f ix i t  in the foIlow-

ing way:

Put two pounds of i t  in a phial with a neck f ive-fourths of

an el I  long. SeaL i t  wel l ,  set  i t  in f ine c lean ashes or sand,

so that the round part be completely covered with the ash. Give

i t  a gent le f i re for  a week, increase the f i re in the second week,

st i l l  more in the th i rdr ds much as you can. Then i t  wi l l  become

fixed. After th is,  d issolve i t  in Virginrs Mi lk and proceed as

above. I f  you wish to get a l i t t le whi te El ix i r  in a short  t ime,

take your white composed Mercury, f ix i t  upon si lver l ime that has

not been al tered, and when part  of  i t  is  f ixed, add some more, which

you must do frequently unti l  the f ixed matter melts l ike butter on

a hot t in. Then you must throw one part upon. ten parts of pure ore

or copper (arain),  and you wi l l  get  good si lver for  var ious utensi ls

You can do the same with your red composed Mercury by means of

the said red, subl imated, f ixed, and calc ined water of  Mercury.  I f

you melt  i t  in red water,  then circulate i t  on unal tered gold l ime,

you wi l l  have a good t incture for  s i lver utensi ls and jewelry.
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ANOTHER ABBREVIATION

In a Cireulator ium, upon one part  of  l ime made of  eggs, put

some of your red and white water,  t i l l  the l ime is covered. Close

i t  wi th a glass stopper or a piece of  g lass that f i ts  and closes

wel l ,  and seal  i t  wel l  wi th the fo l lowing Lutoz

Take l ime, i ron,  gunpowder f i l ings,  powdered f i l ings,  crushed

glass and honey. Boi l  everything together and seal  wi th i t .  Then

circulate i t  in the bath t i I I  everything is dr ied to a powder.  Now

give i t  again f resh or new Mercuryr Ers you did before,  and cont inue

this t i l l  i t  becomes l ike another metal ,  and i t  wi l l  convert  that

into gold or s i lver,  depending on what t ,he ELir iz.  is .

In this way you can alter your Mercury on metal l ic l j -me, and

you could not f ind a shorter way. Now put one part of gold l ime

into your CiycuLatot , ium, adding f ixed U ,  and put on i t  enough of
?

your red Mercury to cover the l ime by two f ingers, then seal the

Bot iam ( 1 \  )  wi th a sui table glass by the fol lowing Luto wel l
\J

sealed together.  Take honey, BoLum Armenum, powder of  i ron s1ag,

wel l  calc ined, and boi l  them together t i l I  a l l  is  th ick and black.

But know that the Lutum wi l l  not  be good unless i t  is  wel l  boi led.

Now you must c i rculate i t  in the furnace with a gent le f i re,

and leave it .  such as t i I I  the red Mercury is reduced to a red l ime,

dry and f ixed. After this, add once more some of your Mercury that

i t ,  is  b lack l ike oi l  and wi l l  no more dr ink or absorb anything of

your Mercury.

Now take some of th is El i r i r  that  is  l ike oi I  and proiect  i t
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on ten parts I  crud. i  & purgat i  & pur i .  I f  i t  has previously
+

been put on coal  in a crucible and begins to smel l ,  i t  wi l l  con-

vert  a l l  of  i t  into a red, f ixed and dry powder.  Now put these

eleven parts in a Ci , reulator ium and do as before,  and your ELic i r

wil l  be augrmented al l  the more. In this way you can auglment im-

measurably, and one part of these eleven parts wil l  reduce and

convert a hundred parts E crud.i into powder, of which each part-+
wil l  convert  ten parts of  metals into perfect  gold that  can stand

any test .

YET ANOTHER ABBREVIATION

Dj-ssolve your red l ime 
"f O and Mercury with a stronE cor-

rosive made of  v i t r io l  and sal tpeter,  as is customary.  When dis-

solved, put i t  in a Cireulator ium, set  i t  in B.M. uncorkedr so

that hal f  of  the W can evaporate.  Then seal  the Cireulatoz, ium

as wel l  as possible,  f ix  everything into powder wi th a gent le A

on ash. Now add once more fresh corrosive,  d issolve i t  as before,

evaporate i t  and f ix i t  into powder on ash. Do this ten t imes,

then your matter wil l  be cooked so much that i t  wil l  not absorb

anymore of the corrosive, and it  wil l  no longer f ix into a powder

but stay th ick l ike oi I ,  and i t  wi l l  convert  a l l  metals into per-

fect  gold,  that  can stand any tests,  but  i t  is  unf i t  for  human

bodies,  etc.

LAUS DEO (Praise be to the Lord) !
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CALCINATIO METALLORUM

Iv l

Put one of  these in a big i ron spoon with a long handle,  set

i t  in a big burning f lame-f i re (or:  reverberat ing f i re)  that  wi l l

reverberate the f lame on the metal, then draw the foam - no matter

how it is to the edge of the spoon with another iron l ike a hook.

Do this t i I I  everything turns into foam" The f lame wil l  cause

this foam to become white l ike f lour. Remove it  from the A and

let  i t  cool  down.

opO nnn Ocnlcrrunrro

Ivlake an amalgam of Q "r O r Ers the goldsmiths do r so that

it  becomes l ike butter. Grind it  on a marbre - onLy per, so t with-

out any Liquone, t i l l  you no longer see any Mercury.  Now put i t

in a SubLinator ium, elevate and subl imate i t ,  take Llne Eeees, gr ind

i t  again wi th LEs Subl imat,  subl imate i t  again,  and ido th is t i I1

the Mercury no longer r ises. Then throw al l  into warm !Z , to draw

out the sal t  which you must dist i l l  wi th a cot ton c loth or a wick,

as you wel l  know. Subsequent ly,  you must wel l  dry the oxide. I t

wi l l  be i^polpabi l is  l ike f lour.  preserve i t .

I
cA.LCrNArro o '& o---

Sprinkle Laminas ( f i l ings) 6 or 
? 

wi th dist i l led v inegar,

and do this t i l l  a l l  has turned into rust ,  let t ing i t  dry each

time at the air. Now put the foremost metal into a strongly burn-
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i rg A with a spoon, and when i t  is  redhot,  throw i t  into dis-

t iL led v inegar.  Af ter  th is,  strain the v inegar into an earthen-

ware dish (or:  basin,  bowl) ,  evaporate i t ,  and you wi l l  get  a

red earth which you must dry and preserve.

AN0THER o oxrpE

Another philosopher teaches us how to make Q oxide in another

way, namely as fol lows: Make an amalgam with one part of Q and

24 parts of q . Then your Q wil l  be soft l ike dough and quite-+
subt i le.  Put i t  into a phial  ( id est  Phiol) ,  in a furnace with

white sand, give i t  strongA so as to make Mercury boi l ,  and

continue thus for f ive days and nights to make Mercuri r ise al l

the t ime. You must push it  down again with a small st ick wrapped

in a smal1 piece of  c lothr and in so doing you wi l l  make i t  go

down to the bottom again. Continue in this way and increase t,he

2\ the longer the more, t i I I  Mercury is again converted into a red

powder l ike dragon's blood, and is so dry as to make you bel ieve

that there is no more Mercury. Then 1et i t  cool down, and you wil l

f ind as good an oxide for the red work as can be obtained. If  you

are pat ient  and a1low the A to take i ts natural  course in dissol-

v ing i t  (or  to dissolve i t ,  according to whether i ts nature or i ts

Spir i tus requires i t ) ,  you cannot fa i l  in th is Art .
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A COMMON AMALGAM

Put four parts of I  into a crucible on warm ashes and one-+
part of f i led Q into another crucible on burning coal t i l1 the

O ttttt" red. Then throw it into the i"lercury in the other cru-

cible.  When i t  begins to smoke, st i r  i t  wel l  wi th a l i t t le st ick

ti I I  i t  is werl amargamated. when this is done, put i t  into a

wooden dish ful l  of water, and you have your amalgam.

CONTI NUATI O SUPER IORUM

unti l  now r have taught you how to make Lhe Mereurius phi-

Losophorum red and white, and how you can make it  more subti le;

r ikewise, how you must make your oxide, how you must putrefy and

convert i t  into fresh white earth, which is our 
H* , and how

you must shorten the t ime of  E}:re Putrefaet ion and.4Lterat ion,  how

you must f ix  and dissolve,  in order to make of  them a perfect  red

and white ELix i r ,  and f inal ly,  how you must muIt , ip ly i t ,  namely,

when you let them imbibe their own white or red water, and that

this is the r ight way and means, although lengthy, but does not

cost much and is the great and common way of those philosophers who

have profi ted by and accomplished something in this Art.

Therefore,  because I  have disclosed this Art  to your be pa-

t ient  in your work or else i t  wi l l  no!  be worth i t ;  and above al l ,

fear God, bel j -eve in Him, l ive in accord wi th His commandmants,  and

help the poor. Then you wil l  f ind point by point that everything
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I

that I have written is the truth, provided you understand it  cor-

rect ly and work wel l  to the praise and honor of  our Lord Chr ist ,

to whom be eternal honor, thanks and praise.

You must work and proceed in the above-mentioned manner with

the red and white lLereur io s inpl ie i  or  eomposi to upon the jewels

of the sea (gold and si lver) as you have heretofore done with vi-

t r io l .  Then i t  wi l l  become the Gyeat El . i .s i r .

By the said means of  the putrefaet ion you wi l l  be able to

convert  a l l  th ings.  That is why Llne PhiLosophi  say that the ELin-

ir can be made from all  things that are f ixed on A , because you

mix your red and white Mercuries with these things that are f ixed

and stand in need of them.

And you can thereby convert into a metal l ic form certain Cor-

poYa that have never been metaI ,  such as glass-powder and eggshel ls,

which is the earth between two mountains that is thrown upon the

dungheap. For i f  the eggshel l  is  wel l  and perfectry calc ined, i t

can stand the f ire much better than Q , and there is in the whole

world no earth more subt i le,  f ixed, and better for  the poor than i t .

This is the intent and purpose of  the phi losophers,  to make

the metals here on earth in one day (perei fere MetaLLa) which Na_

ture makes in the earth in a thousand years, which seems impossible

to many people.  The Phi losophi ,  however,  who melt  their  El ic iy,  on

the glass, say that we must not worry much about what kind of earth

i t  is ,  and in th is way the glass can become maIIeable (maLleabiLe

& duet i le)  and be transformed into metal  by means of  i ts  t ranspar-

ent f ixed t incture.
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From this i t  is  easy to perceive and see that i t  is  a Scien-

t ia that  is  feasible,  and that can better retain the volat j - le na-

ture of  Mercury (ooLat iLe Mereur i i  potest  ret ineye) or better,  be-

come incorporated with i t ,  than one that does not contain any Mer-

cury and is wi thout any moisture,  which is in no metal l ic  Corpore,

be i t  as wel l  calc ined as i t  may.

Therefore i t  is evident that our Q ana ) are nothing but a

white and red earth in which the pure Meroury is completely f ixed

(per ninimas partes) ,  in al l  i ts  parts,  namely,  in such parts as

can no longer be divided. In this way we accomplish and bring

about by the Art what Nature creates within the earth.

That is why f conclude that the earth can be a ferment in a

water i f  i t  is  f ixed in i tsel f ,  and such a water,  i f  i t  is  pure

and clean, can ferment the earth in a white or red t incture without

any help from the ferment of commo" Q ana ) . Therefore the

PhiLosophi  say that their  Lapis ' (Stone) is as coi l rmon to the poor

as to the rich, which would not be true if  one were to have O and
A.
.<D ferment, which are worth a great deal and are hard for the poor

to come by. I am also tel l ing you that Ehe Lapis can be found where

people least suspect i t  and that i t  is so easy to f ind that anyone

could have it  i f  Ehe Seez.ef, were revealed and known.

But dioersi ,  Phi losophi  have di-uersa nedia.  In conclusion of

al l  their summaries, however, f  am tel l ing you that our earth im-

bibes, absorbs and f ixes al l  our Mercury,  and our Mercury washes

and t inges our earth,  so that one is the otherrs ferment.  Because

the white Mercury of  s i lver gives a perfect  s i lver t incture,  and th,
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red Mercury a golden. Then, when they are f ixed together, they

make @ and ) together, without any help of conmon Q and ) 
.

Yet, irrespective of al l  thisr w€ must thank Raymundus who

says that he f ixes his t inctures in the nature of  Q and 
O,

saying: "We take our t incture f rom a base (or:  insigni f icant,

mean) and bad thing and ferment i t  with common goldT €tc." But

his work is cost ly and dear,  because he melts his El ix i r  on com-

mon gold which he alters in two years and extracts two Elixirs

from i t ,  as I  wi l l  teach you, that  is ,  whi te and red, and he causes

the white Sulphur to operate wonderful ly without the help of O .

If  you consider i t ,  a good idea, you may begin your work on

such a basis,  but  i t  wi l l  be done at  great cost  because i t  is  made

only for  the sake of  metals,  whi le i t  should also be done for the

Great El ix i r  of  I i fe.  To make i t ,  our red Mercury must be ci rcu-

lated Ln Qui,nta Essent ia in the fo l lowing way: namely,  wi th Vir-

gin 's Mi lk,  which should be composed and perfect ly f ixed with an

equal amount of sublimated E . Alter the oxide in white Sulphur,+
bene f i rando & eaLeinando ( f ix ing and calc in ing i t  wel l ) ,  to destroy

the qual i ty of  the f i re that  is  against  Nature.  This water ( id est

Aquafont)  is  added in order to putrefy and al ter  i t .  Af ter  th is,

you must nour ish i t  wi th your Virgin 's Mi lk,  which must be such as

and not composed, t i I I  i t  is  perfect ly f ixed. This is to be done

with a rather large quant i ty of  Virgin 's Mi lk.  When i t  is  wel l  f ix<

in th is manner,  you must make i t  volat i le and spir i tual  once more,

and volat i le soleIy by your Virginrs Mi lk.  Then turn part  of  i t

into oi l  or  a th ick Liquor l ike oi l ,  by Civ 'cuLat ion,  and you wiI I
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have the perfect El ixir for convert ing quicksi lver and al l  Cov,-

por.a into perfect  
O .

But make the other part red with your red Mercury, f ix and

calc ine i t ,  then make i t  volat i le once again wi th your FLuvio

menstrual i .  yubeo, f ix  i t ,  and then circulate i t  into an oi I .

Then you wi l l  have the r ight  O potobiLe, ELtr i , r  Vi tae & Matal-

Lorum (potable gold,  El ix i r  of  l i fe and of  metals) .

You can make i t  much better by ferment ing i t  wi th Speeiebus.

Then you can prepare your Gyeat ELis in pi tae.  Know that,  i f  you

take the red Mercury and add some 8 , which must be sublimated,:F

f ixed, and circulated on Tut ia,  v i t r io l  and i ron t i l l  i t  is  red,

you must c i rculate al l  toget,her t . i l l  i t  is  a l l  converted into oi l .

Then, when you take red.-hot ) and cool i t  therein, i t  wil l  become

Iemon-colored, and if  you melt i t  with one part 
"f O , you wil l

have good gold to make various utensils from it.

REGaLA CENERAL|S [general  ru les)

Whoever wishes to accomplish something useful in this Art,

must make his medicine gummousr so that i t  is easy to me1t, that

i t  wil l  melt on a t in l ike wax and yet not fume any more. Each

part  is  to fo l low the other in the Penfect ion,  and i t  wi l l  d i late

within i tself ' ,  penetrate into |ul;re Poros of the metals upon which it

is thrown, and join them in such a way that they can never again be

separated.

But i f  somethinq remains in the medicine or part thereof that
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can st i l l  be pulver ized, i t  is  not  t ru ly gummous, and i f  i t  were

projected on the MetaLLa, i t  would separate Lhe poros and render

. those metals br i t t le.

Therefore i t  is necessary that your medicine be so subti l ized

after i t  has been f ixed by Solut ion,  Coagulat ion and, Eixat ion that,

i f  i t  is  turned into an oi l ,  the oi l  cannot burnr So that your medi-

c ine could rather be cal led,  a Species than a Genus, which is onlv a

t incture in a f ixed color.

when then you can make your medicine in this wdy, you can give

a beautiful color to alL metals that can be worked with the hammer,

but not to others.

And know that RaYmundus says that the Corpora that are dis-

solved with Eh.e Menstruo natural i  are always the second oxide and

not the f i rst .  He is in the habi t ,  however,  of  d issolv ing th is

metal l ic oxide with the composed Mercury, in order to shorten the

Putrefaet ion and .4Lterat ion.  He cal ls them the second oxide, the

natural  sulphur,  and ?ez'ram fol iatan, which he then dissolves and

reduces to oi1 wi th the Simpl ie i  Menstruo, which is the natural

Menstnuumr ds said above, etc.

Holf'l TO I'|AKE THE BASILISK AND OTIIER PRECTOUS STONES

Ralrmundus says in his Praet iea uerbaLi  that  you should pour

our 9 pitae or burnt wine on metal oxider so that i t  swims above

i t  by two f inger 's wid. th,  thereafter set  the glass in a bath and

Ieave i t  in i t .  t i1I  a l l  the water is covered with a metal l ic  oxide,
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which happens because the said water penetrates i t  and causes it

to r ise. Now empty the water and oi l  together into another ves-

sel  and preserve i t  weII .  Af ter  th is,  pour other f resh water on

the oxide and do as you did before. Continue doing this unti l  the

oxide is al l  converted into oi1 which, as he says, cannot be burnt .

Subsequent ly,  set  i t  in a bath,  f i rst  d ist , i l l  the water of f  and the

oil  wil l  stay at the bottom. Now pour the drawn-off water back on

the same oi l  and Iet  both stand together in BaLneo for f ive days.

Thereafter,  d ist i l l  everything that could r ise wi th the water and

preserve it  weII. On the earth that remains, however, pour other

fresh V ,  and do as before.  Cont inue t i I l  a l l  the oi l  r ises wi th

the water,  which he also cal ls Aquam abundantam & fruetuosam, Lae

Virginis and. Aquam pe?manentem (abundant and frui t fu l  water,  Vir-

gin 's Mi lk and Permanent Water) .  He says further that  you must

rect i fy i t  seven t imes t i I I  i t  is  c lear l ike crystal .  In addi t ion,

you must eleuate t ' l : ,e Feees that remain af ter  every Rect i f icat ion,

and do that wi th f resh water t i I I  everything is eaaLted Eo Crystal-

l ine Water. Now put the \/ into a phial f ive-fourths long, seal

and stopper i t  we1l, and set i t  in the earth up to the middle, but

take care that the stones that may be in the earth do not harm it.

Let i t  stand there for a whole year. Within this t ime the ! wil l

coagulate into a v is ib le c lear Stone which Raymundus cal ls Basi l is-

eLtm. For just  as the snake cal led basi l ish can ki l l  a man by i ts

mere lookr so th is Stone is again dissolved into !  in BaLneo; i t

wil l  afterwards always coagulate in the cold and dissolve in the he

You can do this work with the oxide of al l  metals, but i f  you
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do i t  wi th O "t  O oxiae, then -  when i t  is  duly dissolved i t

is  a ferment for  a l l  El i r i rs you can possibly make, and in one mo-

ment i t  coagulates and f ixes quicksi lver into f ine O "= O ,  dc-

cording to what the oxide had been.

In the same way you can make a mult ipl ication on pearls, and

mix these two waters and put them in the furnacer so that i t  wil l

coagulate into the most beautiful- oriental pearls one can f ind.

They are very precious and of great worth, because they are an

El i t i r  and precious stones.

If you understand this work r ightlyr you have the highest

work possible on earth. And just as you have made precious stones

or pearls from O , you can make rubies from Q tfrat look much

clearer and more beautiful than the oriental ones and which wil l

be the r ight  ELir i r  u i tae & Metal lorum.

You can also turn the above-mentioned water into a thick Zi-

quo"um l ike an oi l  by f ix ing i t  seven t imes in Cireulator io.  Then

i t  wi l l  become Q and )eot"UiLis,  a lso a ferment and, ELix i r .

But to teII the truth, this Art is to be understood quite dif-

ferent ly f rom the way i t  is  descr ibed. Therefore,  study di l igent ly,

and if  you do not understand it  by what I have previously described,

I wil l  teach you but on one condit ion - because I am just the one

who has obscured everything, so as not to communicate i t  to anyone

whom I do not trust explicit ly and whom I do not love l ike myself.

For this is the f lower of this work, of this Art. And you can work

as well with a few ounces of oxide as with hundreds; and when once

i t  has been done, i t  is  not  necessary to repeat i t .
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But you wil l  be able to understand the whole work .wel1 by

what r have already written, i f  you can appry one ,soLuti.on with

another Solut ion.  Because in these words I  have revealed to you

the whole secret. Understand it  i f  you can, and keep E]ne seeret

to yourself,  so that you can give a good account thereof before

God on Judgment Day.

The corpus of  the volat i le spir i tus,  which is made f ixed by

the natural f ire, becomes volati le again by the action of the na-

tural f ire and does not dissolve into cloud-water but into philo-

sophic Water. Just as the unnatural water dissolves ruhe Spir i tus

f ia i  Conpor is (of  the f ixed body) into c loud-water,  so i t  congeals

per contrar iam operat ionem the Coz.pus of  the volat i le Spir i tus into

crystal l ine earth,  and when Ehe Spir i tus f i . r i  Conpor is is dissolved

by the natural f ire, i t  congeals through the aforementioned natural

A into tenram gLor iosan (glor ious earth).

The Corpus f iaum is goId,  d issolved by corrosives into c lear

water,  and the corrosiuum is unnatural  f i re.  rnstead, i f  gold is

dissolved with ttre SZ of ADROP (which is our menstrual f  lux) , i t

turns back into terra gLor iosa & erystal l ina by v i r tue of  our na-

tural f1ux. When our 8 is sublimated and f ixed with the help oft
the unnatural  f i re,  which i t  e levates out of  v i t r io l  together wi th

i tserf ,  oE draws above i tserf ,  then i t  d issorves again by means of

the natural f ire, not into cloud-water but into Philosophic Water,

which is cal1ed Mineral  Water.  This should be boi led s lowly in the

Phi losophic Egg t i l l  i t  is  f inal ly reduced to a perfect  red oi- I ,

that is, to a red earth, which you must make with our composed.
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q and with ana (an equal  amount of)  Spir i tus Vi t r iot i .

the mineraL El ia i r ,  but  not a medicine for human bodies,

That is

as above.

F INIS

In the name of the LORD! Make a thing or a substance, but

it  must f irst be composed of two that are mixed, so that the smaII-

est part of one is united with the smallest part of the other in

such a way that they can never separate from each other. When every

thing is conjoined and f ixed, dissolve again,  and cont inue doing thi

t i l l  f inal ly i t  turns into a medicine that can be melted and easi lv

dr iven with the hammer,  that  is  a lso l ight  and clear,  l ikewise sub-

t i le,  compact,  I ight  and heavy, so that, ,  i f  set  on f i re,  i t  wi l l  me1

Iike metal before Mercury vanishes and mixes with the said Mercury

and with al l  metals also per minimas -  and penetrates them so much

as if  i t  were of their own substances and could never be separated

from them by the Art after i t  has become one thing. But i t  wil l

convert into i ts own nature al l  metals or al l  things with which it

has a eonuenienee. Because the mixture and Disposi t ion is at  f i rst

somewhat stronger,  several  and al l  the more perfect  Transmutat ions

wil l  folIow. For these arise from Ehe Mi.aion and fol low it  as the

effect  fo l lows the eausam, which, however,  can hardly be done with

Subl imat ion,  because that is a means that causes such a conjunct ion

I t  is  necessary,  however,  that  the subl imate boi l  t i l l  i t  is

f ixed and becomes f i reproof,  which wi l l  not  happen the f i rst  t ime.
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What is thus f ixed must be dj-ssolved once again,  and boi led again

t . i l l  the perfect ion of  i ts  melt ing is suf f ic ient  to penetrate the

MetaLLa and t inge them. Which, as El : re PhiLosophi  sdy,  normal ly

occurs in the fourth Solut ion and Coagulat ion,  and i t  wi l l  become

rea11y perfect only in the seventh.

Therefore,  take natural ,  that  is ,  subl imate Mercury and a glass

or earthenware vessel made and equipped in such a way that it can

wel l  stand f i re and survive in i t .  In that  boi l  3 or 4 ounces t i I I

they turn into metal through strong heating of Mercury and complete-

1y adhere to the vessel-. Now repeat this with fresh Mercury (after

the f i rst  has at tached i tsel f )  t i l l  the second also adheres.  When

this has occurred, i t  must be heated for 5 or 6 days, but somewhat

stronger than before.  Final ly,  the vessel  containing the medicine

must be put into another well  covered vessel and given Ignem yeduc-

t ionis (reduced f i re)  t i I I  everything that has adhered sett les again

at the bottom, such as t in or lead, which is the Iead, t inr  or  cop-

per Phi losophorum (of  the phi losophers).  When this is genenated,

i t  is  then nothing but a woman's workr ds E}: .e Phi losophi  say.  Take

the same, throw away its impurity i f  there is any, and dissolve it

in the other part of Mercury, f ive in six or eight in ten parts.

Grind i t  wel l  for  14 hours t i l t  i t  becomes soft ,  and put i t  again

into a sui table vessel ,  Iet  i t  boi l  as before,  t i l I  i t  is  a l l  change

into a Maneeh. This must be reduced as you did in the beginning, ar

when you have extracted it ,  you must test i t  to see if  i t  penetrater

suff ic ient ly into molten metal  or  Mercury.  Now repeat and rei terat t

your SoLut ion and Coct ion t , i I l  Eh.e Fusion is suf f ic ient  and the fnq
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Tessus (perretrat ion) perfect ,  so that  i t  can transmute. And thus,

as the Phi losophi  sdy,  you wi l l  have their  'egg'  and know how

to deal  wi th their  secrets,  ete.  etc.

TEE END
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