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The Phi losophers SATURI' I  is  proper ly the Markasi . te of  Lead.,  and

in deed doth excell  So1 r Luna, in so much that Raymond saith, that

in th is infer ior  wor1d, there is no greater secret ,  than that which

consisteth in the l4arkasite of Lead, insomuch that they which have

throughly sought out the force and nature of i t ,  have bound them-

selves together by the Vow never to utter those secrets of nature

unto the ends of  their  l ives.  For so much as his operat ion is of

such kind, 4s t ru ly i t  hath many and sundry Uses, which being duely

prepared, doth not only altar and change the f i l thie and corrupt

humours of  our bodies,  but also can change and transmut edby sundry

experiments, LUNA j-nto S)L .

Take of the lv1ineral Markasite of lead xi i  pound and grind it  i-nto

f ine powder upon a Marble Stoner Ers they gr ind colours wi th Vinegar;

being well ground and tempered, put i t  into a strong glass, and put

thereon a good quant i t ie of  d ist i l led v inegar,  and st i r  i t  wel l  wi th

a st ick,  and so let  i t  s tand in Bo lneum' Marta i  then set thereof a

bl ind-head, and there let  i t  s tand eight days together,  st i r r ing and

moving i t  every day six or seven t imes; then let  i t  cool ;  and the

vinegar wil l  be of a yel low colour, the which ye shall  pour forth

into another glass,  taking heed that ye st i r  not  the faeces; then

put thereon more vinegar,  & st i r  i t  wel l  wi th a st ick,  and set on

the bl ind head and set i t  in Balneo Maria another v i i i  daysr €ts

ye did before,  then pour for th that  v inegar being coloured into the

other glass.  And this order ye shal l  use so long unt i l  you see the
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vinegar no more colout?ed i For at

a whi te mass, l ike whi te earth.

the last  the faeces wi l l  remain in

DISTILLATION OF THE COLOURED VINEGAR

Then take al l  that  v inegar being coloured, and dist i t l  i t  in Bal-

neo unti l  i t  wi l l  drip no more; and there let thy cucurbit stand

three days with thc faeces, that  i t  may dry weI l ,  then take i t  for th,

and thou shal t  f ind in the bottom of the glass a whi te matter,  the

which take out,  for  in that  whi teness, the redness of  the Markasi te

is hidden'  which being prepared, avai leth much to make Aquam Phi. Io-

sophorum that they cal l  Ardantem.

THE PREPARATIOII  OF THE FAECES

Take the white faeces or matter,  and put i t  into a dist i l l ing ves-

sel  wi th.  a great recipient very wel l  luted, that  the spir i ts go not

forth,  and set i t  in the hot ashes, and give i t  a gent le f i re,  and

then increase i t  according to art  a day or two, and there wi l l  come

forth f i rst  a whi te water,  and then a red or golden yel low oi l ,  the

which is to be kept c lose with great care.

THE FAECES TO BE TAKEN AGAIN

Then take those faeces and set them in a calcining furnace eight

days, then take them forth and grind them finely, and put them in a

glass wi th a good quant i ty of  d ist i l led v inegar and st i r  them wel l

together; that Lreing done, set i t  again in Balneo for eight days
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together, and stir i t  every day seven or eight t imes, the more the

better, then let i t  wax cold and sett le, and pour away the clear

part frorn the Faeces, but take heed that ye st ir not the dregs or

bottom. Then pour on fresh vinegar, and set i t  in Ba1neo again, and

do as ye did afore, and then pour away the vinegar again, and cast

away the faeces; for they are nothing worth.

THE DISTILLATION OF THE VINEGAR

Then take the vinegar which you reserved, and dist i l l  i t  wi th a

gent le f i re,  and in the bottom thou shal t  f ind a sa1t,  in the which

remaineth al l  the force and strength.  Then calc ine the said sal t

again,  in a reverberatory,  four and twenty hours wi th a great f i re,

then take i t  for th and put i t  in the glass wherein i t  was afore,  and

put thereon fresh vinegar and set i t  in Balneo. And this thou shal t

do so of ten unt i l  the sal t  leaves no faeces in the bottom; that  being

done, dist i l l  thy v inegar as at  the f i rst ,  and thou shal t  f ind thy

Salt  prepared l iquid and clear as Crystal .

CONIUNCTIO SPIRITIIS CORPORIS fel icet  Otei  & Sot is

Take the aforesaj .d sa1t,  and gr ind i t  upon a stone, dropping there-

on his red Oi l  by t i t t , le and l i t t le,  that  being done, put i t  into a

cucurbi t  luted with Hermes s€al ,  and so set i t  upon a t revet in an

Athanor twenty days, and it  wil l  be f ixed into a red stoner so that

ye have the true government of the f ire. Then take it  forth and grind

it upon a stone, and according to the weight put thereunto as many

Letones, of  the CaIx of  f ine GoId,  and upon al l  these put on as
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rrluch af the wh.l:te watetr which ye distil-Ied afore the red oil as all

th.e whole doth weigh, and close it up with llerrnes seal, and set it

tq ashes i ln a Athanor nith a soft f ire unti l- i t be fixed, but after

it he fixed, there wil l appear many colours, the which wil l turn

into perfect  Oi l  and true El tx i r .  Rejoice in th is,  but  before ye

begin the work, consi.der of tt and pray.

FLnis
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