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AN HUNDRED APHORISMS
CONTAINING THE WHOLE

BODY OF MAGICK
ffi
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The whole World is animated with the first supreme and intell-

tual  Soul-  possessing in l tsel f  the seminary reasons of  a l l
Things, which proceeding from the br ightness of  the ldeas of  the
first Intellect are as it were the Instrument by which this great

Body is governed and are the l inks of the golden chain of Provid-
ah aro

2. Whi le the Operat ions of  the Soul  are terminated or bounded
the Body is generated or produced out of  the power of  the Sou1,
and is diversely formed according to the i rnaginat ion thereof,
hence it hath the denominating power over the Body which it could
not have except the Body did fu1ly and who11y depend upon it.

3.  In th is product ion whi lst  the Soul  fashioneth to i tsel f  a
Body, there is some third thing the mean between them both by
which the Soul is now inwardly joined to the Body, and by which
the Operation of aLl natrrral things are dispensed, and this is
CAI1Ed The VfiAL SPIRIT.

4, The Operations of Natr:ra1 things are dispensed. from this
Spir i t  by the organs according to the disposi t ion of  the Organ.

5. The disposition of the organ depends first and prirnarily upon
the Intel leet ,  which disposeth al l  th ings.  Secondly upon the
Soul of  the World that  forms i tsel f  a Body according to the semin-
ary reasons of  th ings.  Thirdly,  unto the Spir i t  of  the Universe
that containeth th ings in such a disposi t ion.
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No bodi ly th ing hath ar ly energy or operat ion in i tsel f  saving
far for  as i t  is  an rnstrument of  the same spir i t r  or  informed
it ,  for  that  which i -s meerly corporeal  is  meerly passive.

7.  He that wiLl  work great th ings, must (as much as possi-ble)
take away corporei ty f rom things r  or  eLse he must add Spir i t  to
the Body, or else awaken the sleeping Spir i t ,  unless he do some
of those things or know how to jo in his imaginat ion to the imag-
inat ion of  the Soul  of  the Wortd,  now Labour ing and undertaking
an exchaf lSe, he wi l I  never dn a:n\r  f f ioat tnatter.

B. I t  is  impossible to take al- l  th is Spir i t  f rom anything what-
soever for by this Bond a thing is held from fall ing back into
i ts f i rst  matter or nothing.

9. This Spir i t

were f ree f rom

Body agreeably,

of  the wor ld.

' lO- Thc Snir i f ,+v. V}/LL 
-

either by means

at l iberty.

is somewhere or rather every where found as i t

the Body, and he that knows how to join i t  with a

possesseth a Treasure better than al l  the r iches

is  separated from the Body as much as i t  is  possible

of fermentation or drawn by his Brother which is

11. The Organs by which this Spir i t  worketh are the qual i t ies

of th i -ngs, which meerly and purely considered are able to do no

more than the eyes can see without l i fe,  as being nothing else but

modif icat ion of  the matter of  the Body.

12. A11 things operat ing do i t  to th is only purpose, to make
things upon which they work l ike themselves.

]-3.  The Subject  of  the Vi taL Spir i t  in the Body in i t  i -s received,
and by i t  worketh,  nei ther is i t  ever so pure but that  i t  is
jo ined with i ts Mercur iaL moisture.
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14. This Humor doth not speci fy the spir i t  because i t  is  the
conmon matter of  th ings apt to be made anything nei ther is i t
Seen with eyes because i t  is  nrrre .  r rnr i ' l  i t  be f i rst  terminated
in a more sol- id bod.y.

L5. Nei ther Souls nor pure Spir i ts,  nor Intel l igences can work
upon Bodies but by means of  th is Spir i t ,  for  two extremes cannot
be jo ined without a mean, therefore Demons appear not but af ter
sacr i f ices used.

L6. I f  the Spir i t  or  Intel l igencer of  i t  be speci f ied wi th being,
ei ther dissipated by the contrary or changed. into another th ing,
they cease to work there any ronger,  as they are arrured by the
vi ta l  spir i ts of  l iv ing creatures so they are put to f l ightr  or
rather cease to work upon Bodies,  where sharp and venomous things
are used.

17. The stars do t ie the v i tar-  spir i t  to the nody disposed.,  by
l ight  and heat,  and by the same means do thev insnire i t  into
the Body.

18. fn Generat ion the Spir i t  is  mixed with the Body, and directs
the intent of  Nature to i ts end.

19. The Seeds of  th ings are known to contain more plenty of  th is
Spir i t  then anything e1se.

20. The seeds do not contain such plenty of  th is spir i t  as is
requis i te to the perfect  product ion of  a th ing, but the internal
Spirit allureth the External coming down from Heaven unites it
to i tserf ,  and being fort i f ied therewith at  length i t  begets
i ts l ike.

2r.  Before the seeds do germinate or bud, i t  is  fermented, and
by fermentat ion disposed to at t ract ion.
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22. I f  germinat ion shoul-d be hindered with the ad.vancement of
at t ract ion and assimi lat ion,  the th ings might be brought at  length
frorn the seed to the spir i t  of  i t  in a moment.

23. That which is

and more disposeth

vegetables.

24. Every family

whereby the seeds

more universal  doth more further at t ract i .on

their  seeds to at t ract ion as Sal t -petre in

of  th ings hath some with i ts mixt  universal ,

are disposed to at t ract ion and made frui t fu l .

25.  He that knows how to jo in art i f ic ia l ly  the Universal-  to the
seed of  the Anima1 fami ly may produce ever last ing weights,  besides
the terminate matrix or womb at least formaIly, and the l ike reason
It is also of  other th ings.

26. He that can join Light with Darlc:ess can multiply things in
their own kind, and change the nature of them.

27. The Universal  Vi ta l  Spir i t  coming down from Heaven, pure,

c1ear, and uncontaminated is the Father of the particular Vita1

Spir i t  which is in everything, for  i t  increases and mult ip l ies

i t  in the Body; f rom whence the Bodies borrow the power of  mult i -
p ly ing themselves.

28. As the f i rst  Vi ta]  Spir i t  l ies in the Mercur ia l -  Humor that

is common and free, and the vi ta l  Spir i t  of  part icular th ings is

resident in that Mercurial Humor imbued with the virtue of that

Body whose i t  is ,  which they cal- I  radical  Moisture.

29. He that can jo in a Spir i t  impregnate wi th the v i r tue of  one

Body with another,  that  is  now disposed to change, i lay produce

many miracles and monsters.
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30. The First  Var iety of  the Disposi t ion of  Bodies proceeds from

the Var ious concoct ion of  Water.

3L. The second, f rom the var ious mixtures of  the three pr incipals,

SaIt ,  Sulphur,  and Mercury.

32. These disposi t ions f l -ow from the var ious posi t ions of  the

Stars,  especial ly f rom the Sun.

33. Every th ing hath so much Vi ta l i ty as is required to produce

the natural  act ions of  the species.

34. Nothing begins to be made that doth not receive some Vital i ty

from Heaven by which it can work somewhat.

35. He that knows how to infuse the propi t ious Heaven or Sun
into th ingsr or the mixtures of  th ings,  may perform wonders,  and

hereupon depend al l  Magical  Operat ions.

35. By how much the Disposi t ion or the Subjects are more formal,

so much more of  th is l i fe they receive,  and so much more power-

fuI1y they work.

)7 .  As in the eye, the operat i -ons are more nobLe than in the

foot,  a l though they both proceed from the same Soul- ,  because of
the var iety of  th is Organ apt to receive a greater prot ion of
Li fe t  So the constel late characters because of  their  formal i ty
receive a greater port ion of  Spir i t  f rom Heaven and perform noble
act ions.

38. This Spirit continually f lows from Heaven and back again
to Heaven, and in the flowing is found pure and unmixed, and there-
fore may by a skilIfulI workman by wonderful means be joined to
anything, that  increase the vi r tues of  i t  according to the disposi t -
ion of  the subject .



39. The Heart  of  Heaven is the Sun, which by Light distr ibutes
al l -  th ings,  as wel l  to the Stars,  a.s to the Earth.

+0. Opaque is nothing else but a Body ei ther want ing Light or
having the Light asleep in i t .

+L. He that can by Light d.raw Light out of things, or multiply
I ight  Si th Light,  he knows how to add the Universal  Spir i t  of
Li fe to the part icular Spir i t  of  l i fe,  and by th is addi t ion do
miracl-es.

42. How much l ight  is  added.,  so much Li fe,  and so much of  the one
as is lost ,  so much is lost  of  the other.

43. This Spir i t ,  af ter  the last  process of  Maturat ion,  straight
begins by l i t t le and l i t t le to vanish.

4+. Maturat ion is nothing else but the operat ion of  the proper
radiated Spir i t  to the perfect ion of  the Indiv idual ,  as far  for th
as i t  may be perfected, proceeding to the seminary reasons ex-
pounded or proposed by Nature or the Soulr  or  i t  is  an actuat ion
of the InternaL Spir i t  as far  as i t  can be actuated.r  or  i t  is  the
greatest  r l lumi-nat ion of  the matter that  can possibly be done
by such Light.

45. The Spir i t  is  d issipated when i t  str ives to act  upon a matter
too rebel l ious,  or  when the natural  Crassis or mi-xture of  a th ing
is al tered by the stars,  somet imes too much exci ted i t  breaks
forth,  or  being cal Ied out by his Brothers spir i t  i t  goeth away
to i t .

+6,  The Matter is rebeLl ious when by reason of  a starry crasis
or temperature i t  cannot be overcome al lured by the Spir i t r  or  when
i t  is  in the natural  per iods beyond which i t  can nei ther go r  nor
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the Spir i t  carry i t  any fur ther,  for  only so much Spir i t  is  g iven

as serveth every th ing to the due perfect ion of  i t .

47.  The Temperature of  a th ing is al tered by the Stars which the

Horoscope of  the Nat iv i ty comes to the degrees or posi t ions of

the Planets contrary to the beginning of  L i fe.

48. The Spir i t  is  too much exei ted by fermentat ion or immoderate

agi tat ion,  for ,  moderate agi tat ion is necessary to v i ta l -  operat ions.

49. The Spir i t  is  caI led out by his Brother Spir i t  when i t  is
too much exposed to i - t .

50.  In certain th ings i t  cannot be cal ted out by i ts Brother,

because of  i ts  straight local i ty wi th the Body, but i t  a l lures
i ts Brother to him and is strongly for t i f ied thereby.

5L, Fermentat ion is the act ion of  heat upon moisture,  bV which

the moisture is t reated and made subject  to the Spir i t r  or  i t  is

the af fect  of  the Spir i t  c i rculat ing i tsel f  in the Body which
cannot remain in the same state because of the fluxibil i ty of the

Body.

52. He that by means and use of  Universal  Spir i t  can exci te the
particul-ar Spirit of any thing to a natural fermentation, and

appease and sett le the natural  tumul- ts by repeat ing the operat ion,

may miraculously increase things in virtue and power, the highest
Secret  of  the Phi losophers.

53. Brery man li:nows that by means of fermentation the spirit
is  as pure as i t  possibly may be drawn, but almost alL men do i t
wi thout the f ru i t  of  mult ip l icat ion,  because they icrow not how to
join one Brother wi th another.



5+. Things do abide in the same state of  nature so long as they
nosscssl  <n mrlgf t  Spir i t  as is suf f ic ient  to nerform the due execut-v v rrrg

ion thereof.

<1 F\ronrr*L i) ) .  -u,vEryr,rr . r r rg fermented works more strongly because in th ings
fermented the Spir i ts are more free.

56. Hence is manifest  the cause of  the naturaL Death or destruct-
ion of  th ings 

'  
every th ing tends to maturat ion as to the perfect-

ion thereof,  and when i ts (z)  the Spir i t  begins to show i ts force,
and so by act ing i t  is  d issipated and vanisheth,  which at  length
is the cause of  destruct ion.

57. He that could 1ay hold on this vanishing spir i t  and apply
i t  to the Body from whence i t  s l ipt ,  or  to another of  the same
Spir i t r  i lay thereby do wonders.

58. From this fountain are al l -  natural  Phi l t res f lowed; for  easi ly
may the Spirit be imbued with the qualit ies of another Body causj-ng
in Bodies of  the same kind a real  s imi l i tud.e,  which is the v i -o l -ent
cause of  love.

59. These things are apt to intercept th is part icular spir i t
which have the greater s imi l i tude of  most natural  conjunct ion
with the parts,  or  which being appl ied to a vegetous body, are
by such a contact made more flourishing. These things are to be
understood of  the Bodies of  Wights,  especial ly of  Man where phi l - t res
are of  most power.

60. This Spir i t  where i t  f indeth a l i t t le Matter disposed accord. ing
to that  l ikeness, i t  makes and seals the compound.s prod.uced..

6! .  Where the Spir i t  of  one Bod.y being marr ied.  to the qual i t ies
of that  Body is communicated to another Body, there is generated.



at a certain compassion, because of  the mutuaL f lux and ref lux

of the Spir i ts to their  proper Body which compassion or Sympathy

is not easi ly dissolved as that which is done by imaginat ion.

62. There can nei ther Love nor compassion be generated without

the mixture of  Spir i ts.

63. This commixture is somet imes done by mater ia l  appl icat ion,

somet imes by imaginat ion,  and not seldom by the disposi t ion of  the

Stars.

611' .  By natural  appl icat ion i t  is  done when the Spir i t  of  one

Body is implanted in another,  by means of  those things whi-ch are

apt to intercept the Spir i t ,  and to communicate i t  to another,

and they are known by the signature, and by the Ancients cal led

Amator ia or such things as love one another.

65. By imaginat ion Love is produced when the exal ted imaginat ion
of one doth predominate over the imaginat ion of  the other,  and so
fashioneth and sealeth i t ,  and this may be easi ly done because
of the volubi l i ty  of  the imaginat ion.  Hence aLl  incantat i -ons
get their efficacy for though peradventure they have some vertues
in themselves, Vet th is v i r tue cannot be distr ibuted because of
the universal i ty thereof.

66. From the Stars l,ove takes its begiruaing either when the
disposi t ion of  the Heavens is al- ike at  the t imes of  Nat iv i ty as
the Astrologers do abundant ly teach, and this is most f i r rn and most
to be desired, or when the benef ic ia l  Beams of  the stars being
apt for  the purpose are at  a f i t  t ime received into matter disposed
and in a due manner brought into Art, as Naturar Magick more
ful ly teacheth.

67. He that can to these manners of  d.oins add the Universal
Spir i t  may do wonders.
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AA mL^,,  
-^. . ,u., .  rnou mayest cal l  the universal  spir i t  to thy help i f  thou

use instruments impregnated with th is Spir i t ,  the greatest  secret
of  Magicians.

70. He that can fort i fy the part icular Spir i t  wi th the Universal
may very long prolong his l i fe;  unless i f  stars be against  i t ,
yet  by th is means he may lengthen his Li fe and Health,  and some
state the malace of  the Stars as he need.s confess that knows the
habi tat ion of  th is Spir i t .

69.  He that knows how to
cure the particul-ar Body
always imploring the help

7+, Al1 heat
mot i -on nei ther
not be mingled

make a vital- particular Spirit, i l&V
whose Spir i t  that  is  at  any distance,

of  the Universal  Spir i t .

7L.  Nothing can be putr i f ied.  wi thout i t  f i rst
because nothing eomes natural ly to incr- inat ion

feel-  fermentat ion,

but by state.

72, Putr i f icat ion is the symptom of d.ecl in ing naturer or of  the
qnir^ i*  f ' l  . ' i * -D1lu. t .u r-ryurg away.

?3. There is nothing putr i f ied that  hath not great store of  the
volat i le spir i_t .

proceedeth f rom the Vi ta l_ Spir i t ,  and is said.  of
can that Spir i t  subsist  wi thout heat t  or  at  lbast
wi th bodies.

75. Everything that is
before the putr i fact ion,
ing do grow whole.

putr i f ied hath less heat in
therefore i t  is  fa lse that

it than it had
things putrify-

76.
lost

As
qr!

much spir i t  so much heat is gotten, and of  the one is
much as of  the other.
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77. Heat can nei ther be st i r red up by nature nor Art ,  but  by means
of Light,  e i ther external  or  internal .

?8.  He that shal l -  cal l  L ight  the spir i t  of  the universal  shal_l
peradventure not far  miss the t ruth,  for  i t  is  e i ther Lightr  or
hath his dwel l ing or habi tat ion in the Light.

79. He that can destroy bodies wi thout putr i fact ion,  and in the
destruct i -on can jo in Spir i t  wi th Spir i t  by means of  heat,  possess-
eth the pr incipal  Secret  of  Natural  Magic.

80. The external- Light heateth by bringing in a new heat, and by
actuat ing i ts own heat,  whether i t  ( the r ight)  le determinate or
indeterminate.

81. THE IIGHT DETERMTNATE possESSETH A DEsrRoyrNG HEAT, arrd such
an one as burneth all things, so it be compactly actuated. as in
f i  no

82. fndeterminate l ight giveth Light, and never hurteth anything
but by accident.

83. He that knows how to make l ight  determinate of  T, ight  indeter-
minate,  not  changing the spir i t ,  nor receiv ing i t  otherwise than
in a common medium knows exceeding well how to purge mineraL and.
al l  hard bodies wi thout loss of  radical-  moisture.

84. The l ight  which we cal l  determinate and which hath in i t  the
T, i fe of  th ings being the carr iage of  the universal  soul  l ieth
hid in darkness 

'  
nei ther is i t  seen but by a phi losopher to whom

the Centre of  Things is apparent ly d. iscovered.

85. The internal  heat is exci ted by reason
whose house i t  is .

of  the internal  Spir i t
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86, The Spir i t  is  agi tated by fermentat ion or mot ion,  somet imes

they occur or concur both together to agi tat i -on.

B?. There is a th i rd secret  means of  Agi tat ion known to the

Phi losophers which is perceived by them in generat ion and regen-

erat ion.

88. When fermentat ion is dist inguished from mot ion understand

local  progressive mot ion which comes from the imaginat ion direct-

ing the v i ta l  Spir i ts to mot ion.

89. A11 fermentat ion f in ished before the due t ime is e s i r rn nf

moderate putrefact ion succeeding.

90. He that knows how to hasten fermentat ion and hinders putre-

fact ion by having the Spir i t  of  the Universe propi t ious,  under-
stands the Phi losophers contr i t ion,  and can by means thereof do
minerals.

9L. Putrefact i -on hath not i ts or ig inal  f rom the Spir i t ,  but  f rom
the Body, and therefore i t  was contrary to the Spir i t .

92.  He that knoweth the Spir i ts of  the Universe and the use
thereof may hinder al l  corrupt ion,  and give the part icular Spir i t
the dominion over the Body; how much this would avai l  to the cure
of di-seases let  physic ians consider.

93. That there may a universal  medicine be given is now agreed
on al l  hands, because i f  the part icular Spir i t  get  strength i t  can
of i tsel f  cure al l  d iseases r  a.s is known by common exper ience,
for there is no disease which hath not been cured without the
Fhrrqi  nqnq ho' l  r. . - -p.
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9+. The Universal  Medicine is nothing el_se but
mult ip l ied upon a due subject .

the Vi ta l -  Spir i t

95.  He that seeks this Med. ic ine
the highest mountains shal_l f ind
the reward of  h is pains.

else where than in the tops of
nn*lai--  ] . ' .+r rv vrr*r6 vL rr  oOffOW and 1OSS fOf

96. The Phi losophers who say i t  is
of  the Earth mean the Earth of  the

to be sought in the Caverns
I,iving.

97. They that hope to f ind i t  in the furnaces of  the chemics
are desperately deceived, for  they know not the f i re.

98. Nothing hath f rom the f i rst  intent ion of  Nature more Spir i t
than is suf f ic ient  for  i t ,  to the conservat ion of  i ts  proper
spir i t r  vet  out  of  everything Nature playing the midwife for  h im,
the phi losopher can prod.uce a son nobler than his Father.

99. The f i rst  and the last  colour of  th ings are yel low, because
the Stars and the Sun are Ye11ow, those things that are of  a lesser
temper as the planets appear Green, af ter  they have touched the
Air ,  being natural ly and most highly ceruleous or Blue, and working
upon them makes Yellow things Green, but being mad.e hard.er they
put on again their f irst and natural colour, out of the thinEs
that have been said thou mayest pick up Myster ies.

100. The Air  is  Blue, and the Hor izon appears Blue to the s ight
on a crear d"y,  and the Air  by reason of  i ts  th inness is not apt
to terrninate the strong and r igerous vi tar  Bearns,  unt i l  they
languish and grow weak by d.istance, but then the terminated. Beams
show the nat ive colour of  the Air ,  And thus much to have said
at th is t ime by way of  Aphor isms, i f  thou make not very much
accompt of  i t ,  is  too much.

Finis.
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