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Ray--

It's through music, specifically rock
'n roll, that | became interested in
VooDoo and through music that it
has penetrated our lives.

As you read this book, keep in mind
that Zora Neale Hurston did her
research in New Orleans between
August and December of 1928.

My cover has the following
symbolism which is used throughout
the book:

The Snakes : represent the loa(god)
Damballa, the great serpent spirit.

The Black Candles : always used for
evil or death.

Sheep’s Brain/Peppers : used to
create insanity or brain hemorrage.

Sheep’s Heart : A paper with the
name of the mtended victim is placed
inside (usually written 9 times) and
the whole thing is put in a jar of bad
vinegar.

The shamans, or hungans, or
mambos (female) are referred to as
"two-headed doctors.”

HooD published November 1988 b

Pub T _m\l ld:l or, Ray Zone Hnnl)f' is copyrighted 1988 by Mary Fle
No part of s publication may be or whole by
without the C written permission

1988 by Mary Fleener. Printed in the

3-D Zone, 333 No. Hobart

The difference between VooDoo and
HooDoo:

HooDoo is an American term.

VooDoo people say they are a
religion, into healing and positive
things, but they also acknowledge
"Black Magic." So is HooDoo evil
(because it can involve the killing of a
person)? | dunno; these "doctors”
were paid for their services and the
law towards blacks was different in
1928. Fee for murder (which not all
"doctors” would do) was $250.00
which was alot in 1928.

We pay lawyers to harass and make
people’s life living hell--so what's the
diff?

Zora's studies of VooDoo in Port Au
Prince, Haiti, were clouded with fear
and people never said much. Robert
Hemenway, who wrote her biography,
suggests she was "hexed” (most likely
ingested something) and was never
the same after that. Stomache and
intestinal trouble.

| find it interesting that she studied
and participated in VooDoo rituals
with many HooDoo doctors in
America. But in Haiti it was
impossible for her.

S

Later,

Mary
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W IT HAS THOUSANDS of SECRET
ADHERENTS . 1T ADAPTS TSELF LIKE
CHURISTIANITY TO (T% LOCALE, RECLAIMING
SOME OF (TS BORROWED CHARACTERISTICS
To ITSELF, SUCH AS FIRE-WORSHIP AS
SIGNIFIED (N THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH BY
THE ALTER AND THE CANDLES. AND THE

BELIEF (N THE PowWER OF WATER

To SANCTIFY, AS IN BAPTISM., "

- Z0RA NEALE HURSTON

YTHE PEA VINE CANDLE DRILL"-A
HOOPOO INITIATION RITUAL-




BECAUSE YOU SLEEP WITH THE
WIFE OF ANOTHER MAN AND HE
SAID HE'D KILLYOL.! YOU'RE CRAZ
To THINK YOU CAN LIETOME!
WHAT DO YOU WANT 7/?

IM SCARED FOR MY LIFE,
PIERRE! LOTSA BAD THINGS
BEEN DONETOME !

THINGS ‘ROUND
My POORSTEP
AND THINGS IN

IT ISNOT FoR You
To KNOW HOW AND
WHEN THIS IS DONE.
GO HOME WITH
FAITH.

THE MOMENT YOU
CAME IN. I DON'T
LIKE 5UCH WORK.

YoU WiLL ASSIST ME,ZORA,

GETME A BEEF BRAIN, A
BEEF HEART AND A
LIVE BLACK CHICKEN

ENEMY NINE TIMES
ON A PIECE OF

AND CLOSE ITWITH
EIGHTEEN STEEL

AND THE AGURE OF
DEATH WiLL SKiELD LS



PLACE THE TAR FHAONC
ONTAINING THE HEART

ON THE PAPER
BELOW THE FIGURE

OF DEATH A

TIMES ON A
PIECE OF
PAPER

S
1 g 8 &

Ifg@". BURN FOR TWELYE HOURS...

PLACE THE DOLL IN THE COFFIN
WITH THE MAN'S NAME UNDER
THE POLL. THIS IS ALSO
PLACED ON THE ALTER

A DOLL ‘REI’REENTS
THE.MAN.

MAKE A
SMALL COFFIN

DRESS IT

lN »
BLACK

A BLACK CAT IS

PUT IN THE
GRAVE

> WE NOW
DIG- A GRAVE 4

| /THE BLACK
CHICKEN |5
GINEN Yz GLASS
OF WHISKEY

GRAVE SO IT
CANNOTGET
ouT

THE MAN'S NAME (5 WRITTEN
ON PAPER AND SDAKED IN
THIS INHISKEY

“THE CHICKEN Is PUT
IN WITH THE ¢AT AND

LEFT THERE A FULL MONTH"




NINE CANDLES BURN IN A
BARREL AND EVERY NIGHT
AT MIDNIGHT WE 6O THERE...

BOTTOMS OF THE
CANDLES A5 WE

“ANP CALL UPON THE SPIRIT OF
DEATH 70 FoLLOW THE MAN //

AND LIGHT
FROM THE
BOTTOM

A WHITE BOURUET

15 PLACED AT THE 5

HEAD OF THE GRAVE Jgbhs
)q-"

AL
(/tay A IR R
NANANITE :

VAN
Slante \ ’

Tk

NOW WE PLACE ON THE ALTER
A BEEF BRAIN WITH CHIL|
PEPPERS AROUND IT TO
CAUSE INSANITY

THE BLACK. CANDLES MUST
BURN For 40 DAYS.

EVERY NIGHT FOR 90
DAYS PIERRE SLEEPS
IN HIS HOLY PLACEIN A
BLACK DRAPED COFFIN

A\ S\ A\ \
A e  ADAPTED FROM “MULE S andMEN

\ / / 7\ / (§ by ZORA NEALE HURSTON, SHE
// \ /\ \ \ \ 5TUDIED HOOPOO WITh ANATOL
PIERRE im NEW ORLEANS, (128
—illustrated by MAngEAER
1988




N\ N/ How You GET
Zul Y0’ LIVIN', BRER
279N BUZZARD ? -

-:

1V OH, AWM MAKIN' F
#F7 ouT PRETTY G0OD, BRER ||/
HAWK ! AH WAITS ONDE  BUS/

il i
v VE To PICK YO
~| PON'T WAIT ON DE

MERCY oF NOBoDY! gh\o\ BONES, BRER HAWK...




BRER BUZZARD.WATCH
Me 61T MY LIVIN'/

UN HUNH, BreR

2~ HAWK, AH TOLD Yo AH
WAS GONNA LIVE TO
PICK YO' BONES ...
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A CONJURE TALE
FROM THE SOUTHERN
UNITED STATES.

ADAPTED FROM ZORA

NEALE HURSTON'S “MULES
AND MEN" WRITTEN I [928




SOME WHERE IN _GEORGIA WE DONE G0OD THIS
A YEAR, DIPN'TWE ,PA 7

CAUSE TM RUNNING- A

GODDAMN BUSINESS AN'

IDON'T TAKE NO B.S.
FROM TH’ HELP. YoU.

REMEMBER
THAT 32
X A
ol i ; RUSNNlTAsl you
EEFIT!
VESSIR ! 4 -
ALMD5T/ '. A DAMN ' f
p— ' RIGHT!| B

MR. KEMPER’S IN NO MOOD FOR
FOOLISHNESS TODAY, HONEY ...
TONIGHT'S A SPeCIAL SUPPER
To0, SO ;’ou GO TO TH' KITCHEN.

oH MA! N THE 1%
MONTHS DUR FAMILY'S
WORKED Here AL TVE EVER
[LASEEN THAT OL' DUMMY DO
IS YELL AT EVERYONE

| '0,\\0‘5
KOS NG
<z \ oy e

=

1 WISH My SALLY
WouLp LISTEN To
HER MA! I'M
AWFUL WORRIED 5
ABOUT HER,
DAVE...

WORKIN’ T0O, MR.
KEMPER ! supPer's ALL
READY - AND YOUR

FAVORITE, Too,.’

15 A MAN
FULL OF HATE
-\_ AND I FEEL




GINEME A LOT Y HOW CAN JOHNNY
OF THOSE YAMS y EAT so Much,

SINCE WHEN
o SALLY 4

po X GET
PASSED UP,
Miss/?GET
OVER HERE!

i '

(9 "YoUuR BROTHER
I5A GROWIN®
Boy;Miss PATsy.!

S\ heh! heh! heh!

N

)

\B S
\" ‘ AND IM [
N DA‘g,MPw <X

WILTED!

v

—y

BUTSIR, YOU NEVER EAT YAMS.
THE DOCTOR SEZ You ARE VERY
ALLERGIC ,'MEMBER T TLL MAKE
You SOMETHING ELSE ...

|F E NANT
SOMETHING-
FRoM You, LUCY
I WILLASK.
SALLY, GET
OVER HERE
WELL, SIR, LISSEN —WE AIN’
YOUR SLAVES AND SO I AIM
To QUIT, AS OF...RIGHT

NOW... §IR /!




$

d JOHNNY, GO GET OL'
DAVE AND TELL HIM TMOVE,

THAT SOW OUTTA HERE .

Now Lucy, T
COULDN'T HELP
SALLY WHEN s
SHE WASALIVE, IR

BuT L CAN

HOUSE HOLD.
CAN yoU PO
ITZ

SHE’S DEAD! T
OHMY POORSALLY g%

M (BELIEVE AND HAVE FAITH 5ISTER.
8\ [GETME THE SOILED CLOTHING OF EACH
FAMILY MEMBER EXCEPT KEMPER,
Iui| (P07 TONIGHT,Lucy AND
WILL HAVE Your JUSTIC

ABOUT YoU, DAVE.
YoU'RE OUR FRIEND,
BUT.. ISITTRUET

(5]

Goon!
NO ONE'S
TOUCHED
THE BLOOD.

You KNOW Yyou'LL
GETNONE IN

THE DINING-
ROOM. SEE
You IN THE
MORNING-.

I'M ALMOST
FINISHED, SIR.




[TM QUITTIN'To0, AFTER T
ATTEND To A FeW THINGS ...
You JUST TELL LUCY TO

rRememser WHAT T sAID.

V4093

~

)

NORTH, PAVE 'CUZ
Lucy, sHe MAY NEVER
GET OVER THIS. HERE'S
THOSE THINGS YOU

WANTED. YoU
STAYIN’ON ?
-“lll-un

KEMPER WANTS
You AT THE
Hovse../

ZWANT YOUTO FIND V
I IANOTHER COOK."/,

NOW.! WHATRE,
YoU STARIN’

4T, HUH?!

Y'KNOW, SON, I NEVER DID
TRUST THAT OL COON. HE WUZ

—

ACTIN' MIGHTY Pecuuar /
> SoHETIME'S T'D SEE HIM
tha WALKIN & 'ROUND MIDNIGHT

-\ LEFT/ JusT
LIKE THAT!//:

A 0L BLACK MAN
g (fmA AND T AIN'T
€5 5CARED OF NO PAGAN
({(r @7 BLASPHEMY ! T pon' T
S (: EVER WANNA HEAR ms/
\feeS | NAME MENTIONED AGAIN,
* A VOODOO PRIEST o0R HOUNGAN
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OH GREAT SPIRIT...
GRANT Me THE POWER
FROM THE BLOOD OF THIS
INNOCENT CHILD...

WHATCHOO DOIN’
ON MY PROPERTY
COME Here /!

CAN'TSEE HIM..,
HE RAN AWAY

PR, 00 FAST!
i I d

: I d,
f(ﬁr\fx‘ & )
: Q'§‘§9J§)2\}?(((

2

DAMN! T7' BEEN TwWO
WHY SHOULD T BE THINKIN'

... T HEAR SOMETHING-.. .

WEEKS SINCE PAVE'S LEFT...| R

AGOUT ”IM ? Hrmmmram.|

YES, T HEAR YOU.
I KNOW EXAcTL

15 THAT
oLp pave ?/

PRETTY FAST
T00, FOR AN
OLD MAN .

LIKE HIM.




HARAHARAHA RARR
5 % 50”“'

HAHA! HA! HA

VAAAAAAUHAR

MEEEE]!!

. YOUR WIFE HAS
BEEN LAUGRING

for THREE
DAYS, TAT

VERY LITTLE 1S BUT SHE's HER
KNOWN ABOUT /OL' SELF WITH
[TRIS TYPE OF THE KIDS.VERY

HYSTERIA. SHE /TENDER AND

\

"“_ﬁt,ﬂ e @

ING COMFORTABLY NOW,

MR.KEMPER...UH... MAKE

THE CHECK ouT TO YISTA
ILLS SANITARIUM.

l\hl\\ll\‘\m\\‘ ol Ml\\lh]u]llLlll\ln\lul\\lﬂl\“

VEERRRRY |, M

INTERESTING,

PLisran! \v S
SHE STOPPED..!

FOR SALE

! * ‘ i
T Ry~
-
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P WAIT! HeCOULD BE
W LEADIN’ ME INTo AN
AMBUSH., .. THAT GIRLS'

B FAMILY MAYBE...
GO BACK... GET




IT5s ACURSE, ISN'TIT,PA?
FIRSTMA , THEN JOHNNY AND
LL BE NEXT. IT's BeEN ONE
YEAR AND JoHNNY's STILL
NOT RIGHT...

WHY YOU'RE
POSTPONING
T WEDPING?

WHAT'S THE USE? HIS FAMILY'S
coNViNceD XLL BecoMe A
RAVING LUNATIC AND HAVE
IDIOT CHILPREN ‘CUZ OF THIS

VO0DPOO sPeLL;

é

\“

W.
THATS CRAZY
AND YOU KNOW i

PAVE POIN'ITAND CAN T
PROVE |77 IF He LAYS ONE
HAND ON PATSY, WHY T'l..

- WHAT'S THAT 1

COULD I T8E TRUE 7 How'’s |

T..T..poN'T
FEeEL so GOOP.
GOODNIGHT, PA.

THERE AREN'TANY
BULLETS IN THE

GUN!! ZTS
NT!Y...I‘I“S'..

PAY FOR WHAT
HE's DONE. L
SWEAR IT./




HOPE THAT DETECTIVE
WAS RIGHT ABOUT
DAVE BEIN' HERE...
DOESN'T LOOK LIKE
A PLACE HE COULD
AFFORD... MAYBE HE
HAS A JoB DOIN’

SOMETHING ...

NOW You TELL ME
WHERE OL' DAJE 15
AND YOU TELL ME

DAVE AIN'T GONNA HAVE

0 0B EXCEPT WITH THE
DEVIL WHEN T GET THROU6H
WITH HIM.

0K, NHERE
IS HE T COME
- OUT, DAVE!!




DEAD AND BURIED? BUT..]
BUT... T SAW HiM/ WHO
Was IT THENT NO I 7

WASHM! xT WAS I!

CURSE YOU, DAVE!
oArNDAMNDAMN !/
\/

O U
s

N
) \ !

VN U G
b ‘,\ \y 1" BE NEEDIN'ONE O’
\ I\ | THese BEFoRe T Do




VSOMETIMES YOU HAVE ToO BE ABLE TO WALK INVISIBLE. SOME THINGS MUST BE IN DEEP
SECRET,SO0 YoU HAVE TO WALK OUTOF THE SIGHT OF MAN /. Tue REVERAND FATHER Jog wATsoN " "ILERZZLY,

AV AA VA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA ANA AVA AVA AVA AVA YA l’

‘fws BLACK CAT BONE, J

WHEN IT STARTS RAINING, A WHICH MUST BE FILLED AND
NEW CONTAINER [5 SET OUTSIDE | |BROVGHT IN%IDE BEFORE
THE SUN SHINES

/F LIG HTENING SHmEs
ONIT,IT IS RUINED

THE WA’TER IS USED YOU MUST FAST FOR 24 HOUR S EXCEPT FOR A SPECIAL .WINE AND"
AT you MAY SEEM To LOSE YOUR BoDY WHILE you;e MIND STAYS

WHEN IT IS DARK,CATCH A BLACK CAT WITH YOUR
I,b : BARE HANDS .

A .

:w THE WOODS, A SPEC/A/.
“PLACE |s PREPARED.




A CIRCLE [ PRAWN AROUND THE PoT AND
"PROTECTED" BY NINE HORSESHOE S

Wi

WHEN THE WATER BEGI.N.S TokoIL XT3
e

) Y

@
WITHEACH SCREAM, YOU MUL M

BUT ITI1%ALSO THE
TIME OF DEATH AND UNLESS
Z :
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ZORA NEA

YA GENILS OF THE SO0UTH 7  NOVELIST, FOLKLORIST, ANTHROPOLOGIST [901- 1960

FRom 1928-1930, ZORA NEALE HURSTON TRAVELLED THE SOUTH COLLECTING-
FOLKLORE AND SONGS. NOT ONLY D (D SHE GET (NFORMATION ON CONTURE , SHE ACTUALLY
WORKED WITH THE “HooP0oD DoCTORS AND PARTICIPATED (N MANY RITUALS.

AT BARNARD COLLEGE SHE WAS INSPIRED BY HER TEACHER, FRANZ
BoAS , A FAMOUS ANTHROPOLOGIST , To 60 OUT IN THE FIELD TO COLLECT

FOLKLORE AND AFTER GRADUATION SHE OBTAINED A PATRON , MRS. R.05600D
MASON , WHO FINANCED HER -TWo-YEAR 5TUDY .

ZO0RA ROAMED THE COUNTRY SIDE IN A CHEVY COUPE WITH ALL HER
PoSSESSIONS IN ONE BAG-, A GUITAR AND A PEARL HANDLED PisToL IN HER
PURSE . THAT SHE COULD'VE BEEN KILLED AT ANY TIME IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT,
BUT ZORA WAS QUITE A CHARACTER HERSELF, S0 WITH HER WITS AND
IMAGINATION WAS ABLE TO"FIT IN"AT THE TURPENTINE/SAW MILL CAMPS
AND THE ROWDY, WILD “JTooK TOINTS” THE MOST DRAMATIC PRASE of
HER TOURNEY WERE THE WINTER MONTHS OF 1928 [N LOVISIANA. THERE SHE
RESEARCHED HOODOO MAGIC AND DID, INDEED “SEE"THE MY STERIES OF This
SHAMAN ISM . HER Book., MULES AND MEN , wAS PuBLSHED IN (935,

FoR MORE DN THIS AMAZING WOMAN ReAD:“TELL MY HORSE" 'DUST

TRACKS ON A ROAD” (her Avtobiography) - BoTH BY ZORA and. RoBERT
E. HEMENWAY 's LITERARY BIOGRAPHY * ZORA NEALE HURSTON “
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