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The following text was written as a companion to Liber Agape in answer to a call for a more explicit text.  Apparently, the initiates found the style of Agape to be too baffling.  Imagine that.  So, our noble author took it upon himself to write De Arte Magica to fill in some of the gaps.  Further reasons for the writing are explained in the introduction.


Yet, the new text leaves a number of new questions while it may answer a few of the old ones.  The present editor feels that Agape was probably clear enough for those with imagination and discipline, but there are certainly some new issues which are of considerable interest.  Another interesting aspect of these pieces is that Agape stands as a rather unique piece among the series.  De Arte Magica and De Homunculo fit quite well into the paradigm established by De Natura Deorum and De Nuptiis Secretis cum Hominibus.  Not only is the style markedly different, but Agape is probably the most overtly Christian text that Crowley wrote, even considering the radically unorthodox interpretations he proposes.


The piece opens with a quotation from the Vo O.T.O. initiation.

=================================================================


Chapter 0: The Fool

Baphomet Xo Rex Summus Sanctissimus O.T.O. National Grand Master General ad vitam Ireland, Iona and all the Britains, in the Name of the Secret Master, Aumn.  Greeting and Peace to Our Most Holy, Most Illuminated, Most Illustrious, and Most Dear Brother, his Excellency Sir James Thomas Windram Xo O.T.O., Our Viceroy in the Union of South Africa, and sendeth these for his pleasure and instruction, and for communication at utmost extremity of need to selected Initiates of the Sanctuary of the Gnosis IXo who have either (a) shewn by power their fitness for that degree,
 or (b) shew by wisdom their suitability to ward the Arcanum Arcanorum.
  Also to certain trusty brethren of the VIIIo, VIIo, VIo chosen for this moment of peril.  


For at this hour the clouds gather again upon the face of the Sun our Father, all Those Who Know may perish in the world-war; even as it is written in the Ritual of the Vo:


"It is the hour when the Veil of the Temple was rent in twain,


When darkness began to overspread the earth,


When the altar was thrown down,


The star called Wormwood fell upon the earth,


When the Blazing Star was eclipsed,


When the Sacred Tau was defiled with blood and water,


Despair and tribulation visited us,


And the Word was lost."


Now therefore that the floods menace the Earth, and the Winter of Civilisation is upon us, it is fitting that an Ark of the Sanctuary be builded wherein the sacred Phallus may be hidden,
 a Field sown wherein the Germ of Life may be preserved; so that although the Tradition be destroyed in the destruction of the Brains that bear it, it shall be possible for those that may be worthy coming after us to recover the Lost Word.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter I: The Magician--Mercury

Of Ararat

The supreme secret of the O.T.O. is written in detail in the Book called Agape and is also written plainly in Liber CCCXXXIII, Cap. XXXVI.


But now also do We think it fitting to add Our own comment to this book Agape which We wrote in Our own words for the proper setting-forth of this Secret taught Us at Our Initiation to the IXo by the O.H.O.  And this Book has received His official approbation in every word thereof.


But in this comment do We not set forth the Secret itself (rather on the contrary guarding it by certain subtleties even from the conjecture of the unworthy
) but only Our own ideas as to its right use, with other matters germane, thinking that those into whose hands it may come may thereby understand more fully the utter importance of this Secret as having been the Pivot of Our Working for so long a period, and further that it may aid such persons to attain perfectly the mastery of this Holy and Imperial Art.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter II: The High Priestess--Luna

Of the Importance of the Secret

This secret is the true Key to Magick; that is, by the right use of this secret man may impose his Will on Nature herself, as will appear hereafter in this comment.


In this way, although all recorded Knowledge were destroyed, it would be possible for an adept of this secret to restore it.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter III: Empress--Venus

Of the Mind of the Adept


In Our Holiest isle Ierne is found a being called Leprechaun.
  This creature, once seen, is easy to catch; and once caught must lead his captor to great treasure, provided that never for an eye-wink doth he relax vigilance; and the Leprechaun by all manner of tricks doth seek ever to divert the attention of him that hath made him prisoner.


Now this is a Magical Apologue or Fable of the utmost abyss of Truth.


For in the preparation of the Sacrament, and in its consummation also, the mind of the Initiate must be concerned absolutely in one rushing flame of will upon the determined object of his operation.


For there is no act more easy and natural to man than this preparation, none which requires less auxiliary.  And yet by far the most part of mankind is ignorant and incapable of its proper performance; so that it is said that perfection in it as both science and art requires no less study than the most difficult dexterities.  But it is utterly vain unless this first condition be fulfilled; and so difficult is this, not only because of the Overcoming of the Bodily Trance, but because of the wandering nature of the mind itself.  And thereafter only by long and hard training preliminary in the art of meditation, and by constant practice and experience, can this Act become fruitful in Magick

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter IV: Emperor--Aries

Of Times and Seasons

Although no instruction has been given on this matter, yet it is evident, not only from considerations of the nature of things, but from Our own experience of these two years, that the fruitfulness of this Sacrament varies constantly, as it seems without rational cause.


Nor have We fully understood the best conditions.  But it is Our Opinion that the Adept should suffer inward premonition whether the hour be propitious or no.


Yet it hath also been observed, and that often, that by extreme violence to Nature results are obtained equal to those garnered when Nature herself urges vehemently to the Act by enthusiasm.


But mediocre states of body and mind are to be avoided.  As it is written: "I would thou wert cold or hot; but because thou art lukewarm I shall spew thee out of My mouth."


Nor is it necessarily to be disregarded as superstition to assert that certain hours of the day and certain aspects of the stars are more favourable than others, but rather to be criticised and investigated according to the methods of true science.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter V: Hierophant--Taurus

Of Bodily States

There is here a certain difficulty, in that the body being full of meat and wine is more apt for the preparation, as it is said, Sine Cereri et Baccho Venus friget
 while for the consummation the body should be empty of all gross nutrient, so that the Elixir may be sucked up eagerly, and, running nobly into every part, revivify the whole. 


It will in Our opinion be best if a full meal be taken not less than three hours before the beginning of the Ceremony,
 and after that, no food, although stimulants whether of wine or subtler agents
 may be continued, so as to raise the body from excitement to excitement, and thus fit it for the proper exaltation suitable to the Work.


But in all this, men may differ, and there is no rule but what may be engraven upon her Tracing Board by the burin of Experience.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter VI: The Lovers--Gemini


Of Operations of this Art,


whether they should be


Single or Multiple

We have doubt also in this matter whether, if an operation fail, it be wise to reiterate.


A Single Act implieth perfection, and full faith, in the Adept, if he repeat, that is Fear, and argueth imperfection in the first Trial.


Yet possibly for great cosmic operations it may well be well
 to perform a series of Sacraments; but in this case the series should be arranged beforehand, and carried out regularly.
  As for example the 16 operations of Jupiter done in the city of Paris during the passage of the Sun from 10o Capricorn to 22o Aquarius An Ix.


In Our experience, repetitions undertaken because of apparent failure have sometimes seemed fatal, actually stopping what might reasonably have been expected to occur, and which has occurred only some time after the cessation of such attempts.


But we have also noted that in such cases the result hath been great and favourable, as if the repeated operations had built a dam restraining the natural current of the favourable forces, thus keeping them back so as to make them more effective in the end.
  But this may be false interpretation of the observed phenomena.


And, again, a series of such Sacraments has been futile until one last Work has landed in Success.


Yet this again may be coincidence, the result of the first working, but delayed.


The Adept will develop Intuition in all these questions;
 it is likely that the personal equation is very important, and that no absolute Rule Catholic, always everywhere, and by all men to be observed, exists.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter VII: The Chariot--Cancer

Of Certain Unknown Inhibitions,


and their Effect

We have marked subtly and regularly, the conditions and results of divers Workings of this Art, and this is the marvel now the Result follows swift and perfect, now again a group of lesser Results sympathetic to the Result willed, now but slight movements imitative of that Result, and now not only perfect failure, but the sudden reversal of all hopes in despair and ruin.


More plainly, if X be the Object of the Work, the result is sometimes X, sometimes x x x x, sometimes ((x), sometimes -((x), or -x x x x, or -X.


In the concrete, suppose that one worketh this Art to obtain a great sum.  Then at one time that sum will arrive that same night or within (say) 48 hours after, or an event occur involving the gain of that sum; at another time there will merely arise a group of circumstances favourable; at another time again a lesser sum will arrive; but also these may be reversed, in the worst case the loss of the sum proposed or the occurrence of an event which might involve that loss, or at least disappoint some reasonable expectation of that gain.


In the particular case of employing this Sacrament for the Elixir of Life, its misuse might cause premature old age, disease, or even death, as it is said; but We do not think that these results would follow the miscarriage of any other operation; We think that retribution is to be the evil and adverse reflection of reward, and on its plane.
  Adepts will then shew prudence by experimenting thoroughly in minor operations, where failure does not imply irreparable disaster, until they have the Knowledge and Experience of this Art which will give a reasonable confidence.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter VIII: Adjustment--Libra

Of a Theory of this Art Magical

The theory of this Art appears to Us to involve certain cosmic hypotheses to which it is perhaps not impossible to assent at least tentatively, but which are certainly unproven.


The idea of Prana
 in some form more mystical than that which identifieth it with the Motion of the physicist is perhaps inherent.


In the consummation of the Sacrament for health and vitality is no violation of reason, but at most an exaggeration of anticipation;
 for the Matter of the Sacrament for is indubitably a Microcosm; but in the extension of this Sacrament to validity in Magick is an hiatus comparable to that which exists in the theory of Astrology.  Even granting that an angle of 120o subtended at the eye of the observer on Earth between Sol and Saturn (exempli gratia) is accompanied by certain fortunes, this may be casual and not causal.


However, in this matter We have no doubt of the efficacy of the process, and are therefore fain to toy with any hypothesis, investigating as probability may determine us to do.


Thus we may assume an Ether or Akasa, inflamed or stressed by a particular Prana.  And all stresses in this Akasa being of one kind ultimately, though mediately diverse,
 it may be as easy to arrest the course of the Earth as to destroy a worm.  For the Work is taking place in a World of Causes fluid and not solid, in Yetzirah (or even Briah) rather than Assiah.


It will be impossible or very difficult to move infantry from one wing of the engaged line to the other, but in the Quarters of the Staff it is indifferent whether than body, being at the base, is pushed forward to either.  On cannot easily oxidize gold precipitated from the chloride, but having the chloride, it is easy to prepare the oxide rather than the metal.


And in all these matters reason must be the guide, and experience the teacher, so that the adept seek not to perform things impossible in Nature, and so blaspheme the Sacrament and bring it to contempt.


Yet let this be said, that to the consummate and sublime Initiate it may seem that of Himself was it written: "With God all things are possible."


However, God Himself is not found to interfere arbitrarily with the course of Nature, but to work within His laws.


Let the Adept act not otherwise.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter IX: Hermit--Virgo


Of the Course of the Moon,


and her Influence

It is said that the second party is useless, even dangerous, when the influence of the Moon first shews itself.
  (Yet the motion of the Earth implying great causes in Briah and Yetzirah, must be difficult to check, unless by Briatic forces of much intensity.)
  But on the second day and after, though perhaps not on the last day, the Sacrament is more efficacious than at any other time, as is figured by our ancient Brethren the Alchemists in their preference of the Red Tincture to the White.


This We also believe, though We hold it hitherto not proven.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter X: Fortune--Jupiter


Of the Second Party to this Art,


whether Initiation is Desirable


If the other party to the Sacrament be also of the Ninth degree an Initiate of the Sanctuary of the Gnosis, it seems to Us urgent that the Object of both be one only, also that the general interest and nature of them be but one;
 else cometh division, the enemy of Will, and utter failure following.  And, the whole being considered carefully, we do not opine that it is better and easier that the other party should be in ignorance of the sacred character of the Office.


It is enough if that assistant be formed by Nature signally for the physical task, robust, vigorous, eager, sensible, hot and healthy; flesh nerve and blood being tense, quick and lively, easily enflamed, and nigh inextinguishable.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XI: Lust--Leo


Of certain Rites analogous


to that of the IXo
It is said by certain Initiates that to obtain Spiritual gifts, and to aid Nature, the Sacrament should be as it were a Nuptial of the Folk of Earth;  but that Magick is of the Demon, and that by a certain Perversion
 of the Office, may be created Elementals fit to perform the Will of the Magician.


Now herein is a difficulty, since in this case the Matter of the Sacrament cannot exist, for that there is no White Eagle to generate the Gluten.


Howbeit, We hold that in this rite is great efficacy; it may be that for certain operations it is equal or superior to that explained to Initiates of the IXo.


But We hold that in this case the Priest must be an Initiate, for that it is his will which determineth the magical character of his Lion;
 so that if he hath no purpose but that of the goddess Adonai he cannot raise Agape
 to her Lord Thelema,
 nor will the Intention of the Priestess, although a lofty Initiate, replace this essential Power of the Priest over that of which he is but the vehicle and guardian.


For this reason the Ninth degree is not so easy to be made effective by Woman initiates.


Of what may be the result of a development parallel to that indicated above among the Noble and Chaste Ladies of the Order, it is at present impossible for Us to declare; but a priori it seems that, though the Lion and the Eagle are best in combination, the Lion is more likely to be able to dispense with the assistance of the Eagle, than the Eagle to make shift in the absence of the Lion.  For the Gluten is but a menstruum or solvent, and containeth nothing in itself.
  The tradition also of certain lesser initiations confirmeth this. Yet considerations of divinity and of philosophy, and even of physics, do assure that our Way excelleth others even as spring tides exceed the neap.  Water burneth the skin not at all, and the Oil of Vitriol but slowly but add a drop of water to the drop of Oil, and instantly cometh Heat and a pang intense and sharp.  This is but analogy, yet just, and pleasing to the philosopher.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XII: Hanged Man--Water


Of the Choice of an Assistant

With regard to the choice of one to serve this Sacrament, man is so confused in mind, and so easily deceived as to this matter, that it seems to Us not unreasonable to allow full sway to the Caprice of the Moment.
  For this caprice so-called is in truth perhaps the Voice of the Sub-Consciousness;
 that is, it is the deliberate choice of the Holy Phallus itself.  "The Phallus is the physiological basis of the Oversoul."
  For this very reason are these many men led astray, lost in unchastity and ruin.


But let the conscious Will be devoted wholly to the Great Work, then shall the Subconscious Will choose inevitably the Appointed Vehicle of the Work.


It is for this reason that already in the Seventh Degree the Sir Knights are sworn to Chastity.  And this Chastity is an Abstinence from all gross sexual acts of every kind.


Moreover, this is further to be observed in the choice, that the second party must be consenting enthusiastically to co-operate physically with the Priest, so that the Lion be perfectly dissolved in a full portion of the Gluten.
  And whether this preparation be truly and duly done is known by the appearance of the matter of the Sacrament, and also by its taste.  For not idly is it written in the Book of Judges, "What is sweeter than honey, and what is stronger than a lion?"  And that this secret is here manifested by the Holy Ghost is clear from the rejoinder of Samson, "If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle."

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XIII: Death--Scorpio


Of certain Jewish theories

Among the Jews are certain Initiates of their Qabalah who hold, as We understand, the view that in the Zraa
 or Semen itself lies a creative force inherent which cannot be baulked.  Thus they say that before Eve was made, the dreams of Adam produced Lilith, a demon, and that from his intercourse with her sprang evil races.


Now then they mine the Roads of the Harbour of conjugal love with many restrictions;
 as these (1) it must be an holy act, preceded by ablutions, and by prayer (2) all lustful thoughts must be rigidly excluded (3) the purpose must be solely that of procreation (4) the blessing of God must be most earnestly invoked, so that the child shall be under His special protection.


In other language, this is their theory: the act of love causes a magical disturbance in the Aether or Akasa of such a nature as to attract or create a disincarnate spirit.


All other sexual acts involving emission of semen therefore attract or excite other spirits, incomplete and therefore evil.  Thus nocturnal pollutions bring succubi, which are capable of separate existence, and of vampirising their creator.


But voluntarily sterile acts create demons, and (if done with concentration and magical intention), such demons as may subserve that intention.
  Thus, as Levi testifieth, to graft a tree successfully, the graft is fixed by a woman while the man copulateth with her per vas nefandum.


We also narrate for the sake of completeness their method--perfected by modern Adepts--let us here give honour and worship to the name of Our lay-sister Ida Nelidoff--of attaining spiritual ecstasy by sexual means.  And this method We have called Eroto-comatose Lucidity.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XIV: Art--Sagittarius



Of the Consummation of the Element Diune,


whether Quantity be as important as Quality,


and whether its waste be Sacrilege

It is said by the O.H.O. that of this perfect medicine a single dewdrop sufficeth, and this may be true.  Yet it is humbly and with all deference and worship Our opinion that every drop generated (so far as may be possible) should be consumed.  Firstly, that this most precious of all gifts of Nature be not lost or profaned--indeed the Roman heresy hath appointed most excellent instructions for the treatment in all respects of the consecrated Host.


Let the adepts of this degree study Missale Romanum--Ritus servandus in celebratione Missae and De defectibus in celebratione Missarum occurrentibus--and gather therefrom the ceremonial adjuncts, the mental attitude, and so forth as a guide to their own working in this higher Sacrament.


And also do We think that the Consummation should be complete on this consideration, that if indeed it be the contained Prana that operateth the miracle, then the Quantity is as important as the Quality, just as in working with electricity amperage is as important as voltage.


And this We believe especially to be true in the case of great miracles; for We hold that it is the pitting of the David Spirit against the Goliath Matter.  And although this proportion be small, it is not indefinitely small.


But it may be that the Action of this Divine Substance is catalytic, and capable of transmuting an unlimited quantity of base and blind matter into the plastic and docile image of the Will.  And this theory is certainly more in accordance with the tradition of the Stone and of the Medicine.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XV: Devil--Capricorn



Of Eroto-comatose Lucidity


Also known as Liber CDLI

Class B Publication of A.'. A.'.


The Candidate is made ready for the Ordeal
 by general athletic training, and by feasting.  On the appointed day he is attended by one or more chosen and experienced attendants whose duty is (a) to exhaust him
 sexually by every known means (b) to rouse him sexually by every known means.  Every device and artifice of the courtesan is to be employed,
 and every stimulant known to the physician.
  Nor should the attendants reck of danger, but hunt down ruthlessly their appointed prey.


Finally the Candidate will sink into a sleep of utter exhaustion, resembling coma, and it is now that delicacy and skill must be exquisite.  Let him be roused from this sleep by stimulation of a definitely and exclusively sexual type.  Yet if convenient, music wisely regulated will assist.


The attendants will watch with assiduity for signs of waking; and, the moment these occur, all stimulation must cease instantly, and the Candidate be allowed to fall again into sleep; but no sooner has this happened than the former practice is resumed.  This alternation is to continue indefinitely until the Candidate is in a state which is neither sleep nor waking, and in which his Spirit, set free by perfect exhaustion of the body, and yet prevented from entering the City of Sleep, communes with the Most High and the Most Holy Lord God of its being, maker of heaven and earth.


The Ordeal terminates by failure--the occurrence of sleep invincible--or by success, in which ultimate waking is followed by a final performance of the sexual act.  The Initiate may then be allowed to sleep, or the practice may be renewed and persisted in until death ends all.  The most favourable death is that occurring during the orgasm, and is called Mors justi.


As it is written: Let me die the death of the Righteous, and let my last end be like his!

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XVI: The Tower--Mars

Of certain Hindu theories

Like the Jews, the wise men of India have a belief that a certain particular Prana or force, resides in the Bindu,
 or semen.  But all their theory of magick and meditation being reverbatory, so that their "communing with God" is but a "communing with Self", and all their artifice directed to development of the powers in their own bodies and minds, as opposed to the Western idea of extending those powers to bear sway over others,
 we find naturally that just as they seek to restrain the breath altogether, or to avoid its violent extrusion from the nostrils, lest the Prana thereof be lost to them, and as they even practice to suck up water into the rectum, so that in defecation they may be able to retain the Apana, or particular virtue thereof, and replace it in the Svadistthana-cakkra, so also and much more do they extravagantly labour to retain the prime Prana of life, the Bindu.


Thereof they stimulate to the maximum its generation by causing a consecrated prostitute to excite the organs, and at the same time vigorously withhold by will.
  After some little exercise they claim that they can deflower as many as eighty virgins in a night without losing a single drop of the Bindu.
  Nor is this ever to be lost, but reabsorbed through the tissues of the body.
  The organs thus act as a siphon to draw constantly fresh supplies of life from the cosmic reservoir, and flood the body with their fructifying virtue.


The Initiate is asked to compare and contrast this chapter with chapter XIV, observing in particular, underlying both systems, this one postulate: in the semen itself exists a physical force which can be turned to the magical or mystical Ends of the Adept.


Initiates will notice also that these heathen philosophers have made also one further march towards truth when they say that the Sun and Moon must be united before the reabsorption (see almost any Tantra, in particular the Shiva Sanhita).  But the full glory of the Sun, the simple and most efficacious and most Holy Sacrament, is reserved for the Elect, the Illuminated, the Initiates of the Sanctuary of the Gnosis.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XVII: Star--Aquarius



Of a suggested Course of Experiment

Here is a series of Operations of this Art Magick of the IXo suggested for the Use of any Initiate as he begins his Working.

I. Sex-force and sex attraction

II. Understanding of the Mysteries of the IXo and Wisdom in their use (to ensure the right performance of these operations)

III. Increase of the O.T.O.  (As a duty, and to ensure a suitable heir to the Secret.  This is especially important if the Initiate be of the Xo)

IV. (If necessary) Ease of circumstances  (To ensure leisure for these operations, and to enlarge the field of choice of second parties.)

V. Establishment of a protective bodyguard of invisible warriors  (To secure freedom from interruption in the course of these operations.  This may include preservation of the health.)

VI. Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel.

VII. Spiritual attainment: e.g. devotion to Nuit-Babalon-Baphomet.

VIII. Further insight into Nature and her laws.

IX. The foundation of an Abbey of O.T.O.

X. The establishment of the Kingdom of Ra-Hoor-Khuit upon the earth.  Also divers matters, as the Rejuvenation of one's own body, if desired, the power of healing, and the like.


It will be seen that these few operations appear to fill every lotus of the Universe with their Buddhas.  But it may be that each operation must be worked in detail, with digital probe rather than palmary grasp, so that each practical act of the Initiate might need a separate consecration.


Or for great operations like the X in the above list it might be arranged to make a specially elaborate Sacrament every Sunday (for example) in the year, the intervening days being devoted to the details of the Building.


But the Initiate will soon develop a Method of his own for extracting the most efficiently the honey from this Comb.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XVIII: The Moon--Pisces



Of a certain other method of Magick


not included in the instruction of the O.T.O.


It may not be altogether inappropriate to allude to a method of vampirism commonly practised.


The Vampire selects a victim, stout and vigorous as may be, and, with the magical intention of transferring all that strength to himself, exhausts the quarry by a suitable use of the body, most usually by the mouth, without himself entering in any other way into the matter.
  And this is thought by some to partake of the nature of Black Magic.


The exhaustion should be complete: if the work be skilfully executed, a few minutes should suffice to produce a state resembling, and not far removed from, coma.


Experts may push this practice to the point of death of the victim, thus not merely obtaining the physical strength, but imprisoning and enslaving the soul.  This soul then serves as a familiar spirit.


The practice was held to be dangerous.  (It was used by the late Oscar Wilde, and by Mr. and Mrs. "Horos"; also in a modified and marred form by S.L. Mathers and his wife, and by E.W. Berridge.


The ineptitude of the three latter saved them from the fate of the three former.)

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XIX: Sun--Sun

Of the Adept of this Art

In armour leaping flame let the Adept rage through the Universe, majestic and irresistible as the Sun.


Let no eye behold him unblasted; let him strike upon the necks of the ungodly.


Let him be a mighty light of comfort, and the Father of all fertility.


Let him send forth rain in due season, and the earth grow green at his coming.


Let his planets whirl upon his wheel; let him send forth his comets as angels unto his brethren; and let him give light to all his realm. 


Let no eye behold him unblasted; let him strike upon the necks of the ungodly.

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XX: Aeon--Fire/Spirit

Of the Thesaurus of the O.T.O.

Remember these chief treasures to be preserved:

1. This Secret of the IXo

2. The Secret of the VIIIo concerning Universal Brotherhood; in the Macrocosm the Sun lord of all life; in the Microcosm the Phallus lord of all life; indubitable, undeniable, a basis for the faith of all men.

3. The secret of the VIIo: our particular method of instruction, selection, governance, and initiation.

4. The secret of the VIo, the history of the Temple, the mystery of Baphomet, our war on those never wholly subdued foes of humanity, tyranny and superstition.

5. The secret of the Vo: the mystery of the Rose Cross; and the One Law Do What Thou Wilt.

6. The secret of the lesser degrees: the cycle of existence--ex nihil nihil fit.

7. The secret of these things reverenced: the Sun, the Moon, the Phallus, the Tree, the Ancestor, the Fire, the Lion, the Snake, and the Mountain.  [Of these is Discourse in Our Epistle De Natura Deorum.]

_________________________________________________________________


Chapter XXI: Universe--Saturn/Earth

Valediction

Now therefore all is said, most

Holy, most Illuminated, most

Illustrious and most Dear

Brother.  In the Name of the Secret Master Hail and fare well.

Given from the Throne of

Ireland Iona and All the Britains

this day of Jupiter An X

Sol in 0o Libra 35'21"

Luna in Sagittarius 28'6"

Valley of London.

Insert excerpts from Liber Aleph.--on Sex and Tao



‑82‑


DE ARCANO NEFANDO

   O my Son, learn this concerning Magick, that the Yang moveth, and thus giveth itself up Eternally; but the Yin moveth not, seeking ever to enclose or restrict,
 reproducing in its own likeness what Impressions soever it  made thereon, yet without Surrender.
  Now the Tao absorbeth all without Reproduction; so then let the Yang turn thereto, and not unto the Yin.  And that thou mayst understand this, I say: It is a Mystery of O.T.O.
  For the Sun ariseth not and entereth to strike upon the High Altar of the Minster by the Great Western Gates, but by the Rose Oriel doth he make Way and Progress in His Pageant.  O my Son, the Doors of Silver are wide open, and they tempt thee with their Beauty: but by the narrow Portal of Pure Gold shalt thou come nobly to thy Sanctuary.  Behold!  Thou knowest not how perfect is this Magick; it is the dearest‑bought and holiest of our Arcana.  What then is like unto my Love toward Thee, that bestoweth upon thee this Treasure of my Wisdom?  My Son, neglect it not; for it is the Exorcism of Exorcisms, and the Enchantment of Enchantments.


‑83‑


DE ARCANO, PER QUOD SPIRITUS


QUIDAM IN CORPORE RECIPIATUR

   Here now is another Formula of Power, good to invoke any Being to manifest in thyself.  First, invoke him by the Power of all thy Spells and conjurations, with Mind concentrated and Will vehement, toward him, as I have written in many Books.  But because thou are NEMO
, thou mayst safely invoke him, no matter of what Nature, within thy Circle.
  Now then do thou confer on him as a Guerdon
 of his Obedience the Dignity of a Soul seeking Incarnation, and so precede to consecrate thine Act by performing the Mass of the Holy Ghost.  Then shall that Spirit make himself Body from those Elements, and thou partaking thereof makest thine own Body his Machinery of Manifestation, and thus mayst thou work with any Spirit soever;
 yet this shall serve thee most in common Life.  Also the Qualities are well defined in the Cards of the Tarot, so that thou hast a clear‑cut Means of developing thy Powers according to the Needs of the Time.  But learn also this, to work constantly under the Guidance of thine Holy Guardian Angel, so that thy Workings be alway in Harmony and Accord with thy true Will.


‑84‑


DE CLAVE KABBALISTICA HUJUS ARTIS

   Now then to thee who art long since Master of High Magick, it will be easy to shew how the Mass of the Holy Ghost, sung even in Ignorance, may work many a Wonder by Virtue of the Force generated being compelled to manifest on other than its own Plane.  Here then is a Theory of the Mystery of the Aeon, that I, being the Logos appointed thereunto, did create an Image of my little Universe in the Mind of the Woman of Scarlet; that is, I manifested my whole Magical Self in her Mind.  Thus then in Her, as in a Mirror, have I been able to interpret myself to myself.  Thou also in thine own Way hast the Power to create such an Image; but be thou sure and alert, testing constantly the Persons in that Image by the Holy Qabalah and by the true Signs of Brotherhood.  For each Person therein shall be a Part of thyself, made individual and perfect, able to instruct thee in thy Path.  Yet often there shall be others, that are to aid thee in thy Working, or to oppose it.  And in this Matter thou shalt read especially the Record of thy Father His Workings with Soror Ahita (blessed be Her Name unto the Ages) and certain others to Boot.


‑85‑


DE MISSA SPIRITUS SANCTI

   Now at last, o my son, may I being thee to understand the Truth of this Formula that is hidden in the Mass of the Holy Ghost.  For Horus that is Lord of the Aeon is the Child crowned and conquering.  The formula of Osiris was, as thou knowest, a Word of Death, that is, the Force lay long in Darkness, and by Putrifaction came to Resurrection.  But we take living Things, and pour in Life and Nature of our own Will, so that instantly and without Corruption the Child (as it were the Word of that Will) is generated; and again immediately taketh up his Habitation among us to manifest in Force and Fire.  This Mass of the Holy Ghost is then the true Formula of the Magick of the Aeon of Horus, blessed by He in His Name Ra‑Hoor‑Khuit!  And thou shalt bless also the Name of our Father Merlin, Frater Superior of the O.T.O., for that by Seven Years of Apprenticeship in His School did I discover this most excellent Way of Magick.  Be thou diligent, o my Son, for in this wondrous Art is no more Toil, Sorrow, and Disappointment, as it was in the dead Aeon of the Slain Gods.


‑86‑


DE FORMULA TOTA.

   Here then is the Schedule for all the Operations of Magick.  First, thou shalt discover thy true Will, as I have already taught thee, and that Bud thereof which is the Purpose of this Operation.

   Next, formulate this Bud‑Will as a Person
, seeking or constructing it, and naming it according to thine Holy Qabalah, and its infallible Rule of Truth.  

   Third, purify and consecrate this Person, concentrating upon him and against all else.  This Preparation shall continue in all thy daily Life.  Mark well, make ready a new Child immediately after every Birth.     Fourth, make an especial and direct Invocation at thy Mass, before the Introit, formulating a visible Image of this Child, and offering the Right of Incarnation.  

   Fifth, perform the Mass, not omitting the Epiklesis
, and let there be a Golden Wedding Ring at the Marriage of thy Lion with thine Eagle.     Sixth, at the Consumption of the Eucharist accept this Child, losing thy Consciousness in him, until he be well assimilated with thee.  

   Now then do this continuously, for by Repetition cometh forth both Strength and Skill, and the Effect is cumulative, if thou allow no Time to dissipate itself.


‑87‑


DE HAC FORMULA CONSIDERATIONES KABBALISTICAE.

   Behold moreover, my Son, the Economy of this Way, how it is according to the Tao, fulfilling itself wholly within thine own Sphere.  And it is utterly in Tune with thine own Will on every Plane, so that every Part of thy Nature rejoiceth with every other Part, communicating Praise.  Now then learn also how this Formula is that of the Word ABRAHADABRA.  First, HAD is the Triangle erect upon twin Squares.  Of Hadit need I not to write, for He hath hidden Himself The Book of the Law.  This Substance is the Father, the Instrument is the Son, and the Metaphysical Ekstacy is the Holy Ghost, whose Name is HRILIU
.  These are then the Sun, Mercury, and Venus, whose sacred letters are «Heb.»R», «Heb.»B», and «Heb.»D».  But the last of the Diverse Letters is «Heb.»H»), which in the Tarot is the Star whose Eidolon is «Heb.»D»); and herein is that Arcanum concerning the Tao of which I have already written.  Of this will I not write more plainly.  But mark this, that our Trinity is our Path inwards in the Solar System, and that H being of our Lady Nuith starry, is an Anchor to this Magick which else were apt to deny our wholeness of Relation to the Outer as to the Inner.  My son, ponder these Words, and profit by them; for I have wrought cunningly to conceal or to reveal, according to thine Intelligence, o my Son.


‑88‑


DE QUIBUSDAM ARTIBUS MAGICIS.

   Now of those Operations of Magick by which thou seekest to display unto some other Person the Righteousness of thy Will I make haste to instruct thee.  First, if thou have a reasonable Link with him by Word or Letter, it is most natural simply to create in thyself, as I have taught, a Child or Bud‑Will, and let that radiate from thee through the Channels aforesaid.  But if thou have no Link, the Case is otherwise and is not easy.  Here thou mayst make Communication through others, as it were by Relays; or thou mayst act directly upon his Aura by Magical Means, such as the Projection of the Scin‑Laeca.  But unless he be sensitive and well‑attuned, thou mayst fare but ill.  Yet even in this Case thou mayst attain much Skill by Practice with Intelligence.  In the End it is better altogether to work wholly within thine own Universe, slowly and with firm Steps advancing from the Centre, and dealing, one by one, with those unharmonized Parts of the Not‑Self which lie close to thee.  This therefore closeth the Circle of my Speech, for now I am returned to that which I spake aforetime concerning the general Method of love, and thy Development by that Way.


‑89‑


DE MAGNO OPERE. 

   But now give Ear most eagerly, thou Son of my Loins, for I will now discourse unto thee of thine Own Attainment, without which all is but Idleness.  Know first that conscious Thought is but phenomenal, the Noise of thy Machine.  Now Chemistry, or Al‑Chem‑y meaneth the Egyptian Science, and the true Magick of Egypt hath this for its Foundation.  We have in our House many Substances which act directly upon the Blood, and many Practices of Virtue similar, to simulate, compose, purify, analyse, direct, or concentrate the Thought.  Confer The Book of the Law, 11, 22.  But this Action is subtle and of man Modes, and dependeth heavily on the Conditions of the Experiment, whereof the first is thine own Will therein.  Therefore I say unto thee that this is thy Work immediate and necessary, to discover openly thy Will unto thyself, and to fortify and enkindle it by all One‑Pointedness of Thought and Action, so that thou mayst direct it inwards unto its Core, that is Thyself in thy Name HADIT.  For thereby is thy Will made white with Heat, so that no Dross may cling to it.  But this Work is the Great Work, and standeth alone.


‑90‑


DE GRADIBUS AD MAGNUM OPUS.

   This Great Work is the Attainment of the Knowledge and Conversation of thine Holy Guardian Angel.  In the Eight Aethyr is the Way thereof revealed.  But I say: prepare thyself most heartily and well for that Battle of Love by all means of Magick.  Make thyself puissant, wise, radiant in every System, and balance thyself well in thine Universe.  Then with a pure Will tempered in the thousand Furnaces of thy Trials, burn up thyself within thy Self.  In the Preparation thou shalt have learnt how thou mayst still all Thoughts, and reach Ekstacy of Trance in many Modes.  But in these Marriages thy conscious Self is Bridegroom, and the not‑Self Bride, while in this Great Work thou givest up that conscious Self as Bride to thy true Self.  This Operation is then radically alien from all others.  And it is hard, because it is a total Reversal of the Current of the Will, and a Transmutation of its Formula and Nature.  Here, o my son, is the One Secret of Success in this Great Work:  Invoke often.


‑91‑


DE FORMULA LUNAE

   Thus then concerning Operations of the Tao with the Yang and the Yin is there enough; for thine own Art of Beauty shall divine for thee, and devise new Heavens.  But in all these is the Formula of the Serpent with the Head of the Lion, and all this Magick is wrought by the Radiance and Creative Force thereof.  And this Force leapeth continually from Plane to Plane, and breaketh forth from his Bonds, so that Constraint is Labour.  Now then learn that the Yin hath also a Formula of Force.  And the Nature of the Yin is to be still, and to encircle of limit, and it is as a Mirror, reflecting diverse Images without Change in its own Kind.  So then it seeketh never to overlap the Barriers of its Plane; for this Reason it is well to use it in Operations of a very definite and restricted Type.  But although it be inert, yet is it most subject to Change; for its Number is four Score and one, which is the Moon; and these are ALIM, the Gods elemental before H descending in their midst made them Creative.  So then thou mayst use constantly this Formula to rearrange Things in their own Planes; and this is a most pragmatick Consideration.


‑92‑


DE AQUILAE SUMENDA

   Take in this Work the Eagle all undefiled and virginal for thy Sacrament.  And thy Technick is the Magick of Water, so that thine Act is of Nourishment, and not of Generation.  Therefore the Prime Use of this Art is to build up thine own Nature.  But if thou hast Skill to control the Mood of the Eagle, then mayst thou work many an admirable Effect upon thine Environment.  Thou knowest how great is the Fame of Witch‑Women (old and without Man) to cause Events, although they create nothing.  It is this Straitness of the Channel which giveth Force to the Stream.  Beware, o my Son, lest thou cling overmuch to this Mode of Magick; for it is lesser than that Other, and if thou neglect That Other, then is thy Danger fearful and imminent, for it is the Edge of the Abyss of Choronzon, where are the lonely Towers of the Black Brothers.  Also the Formulation of the Object in the Eagle is by a Species of Intoxication, so that His Nature is of Dream or Delirium, and thus there may be Illusion.  For this Cause I deem it not wholly unwise if thou use this Way of Magick chiefly as a Cordial; that is for the Fortifying of thine own Nature.


‑93‑



DE MEDICINIS SECUNDUM QUATTUOR ELEMENTA.

   Concerning the Use of chemical Agents, and be mindful that thou abuse them not, learn that the Sacrament itself relateth to Spirit, and the Four Elements balanced thereunder in its Perfection.  So also thy Lion himself hath a fourfold Menstruum for his Serpents.  Now to Fire belong Cocaine, which fortifieth the Will, loosing him from bodily Fatigue, Morphine, which purifieth the Mind, making the Thought safe, and slow, and single, Heroin which partaketh as it seemeth, of the Nature of these twain aforesaid albeit in Degree less notable than either of them, and Alcohol, which is Food, that is, Fuel, for the whole Man.  To Water, attribute Hashish and Mescal, for they make Images, and they open the hidden Springs of Pleasure and of Beauty.  Morphine, for its Ease, hath also part in Water.  Air ruleth Ethyl Oxide, for it is as a Sword, dividing asunder ever Part of thee, making easy the Way of Analysis, so that thou comest to learn thyself of what Elements thou art compact.  Lastly, of the Nature of Earth are the direct Hypnotics, which operate by Repose, and restore thy Strength by laying thee as a Child in the Arms of the Great Mother, I say rather of Her material and physiological Vicegerent.


‑94‑


DE VIRTUTE EXPERIMENTIAE IN HOC ARTE.

   Not Sleep, not Rest, not Contentment are of the Will of the Hero, but these Things he hateth, and consenteth to enjoy them only with Same of his weak Nature.  But he will analyse himself without Pity, and he will do all Things soever that may free and fortify his Mind and Will.  Know that the Technick of the Right Use of this Magick with Poisons is subtle; and since the Nature of every Man differeth from that of his Fellow, there entereth Idiosyncrasy, and thine Experience shall be thy Master in this Art.  Heed also this Word following:  The Right Use of these Agents is to gain a Knowledge preliminary of thine own Powers, and of High States, so that thou goest not altogether blindly and without Aim in thy Quest, ignorant of the Ways of thine own inner Being.  Also, thou must work always for a definite End, never for Pleasure or for Relaxation, except thy wilt, as a good Knight is sworn to do.  And thou being Hero and Magician art in Peril of abusing the fiery Agents only, not those of Earth, Air or Water; because these do really work with thee in Purity, making thee wholly what thou wouldst be, an Engine indefatigable, a Mind clear, calm, and concentrated, and a Heart fierce aglow.


‑95‑


DE SACRAMENTO VERO

   But in the Sacrament of the Gnosis, which is of the Spirit, is there naught hurtful, for its Elements are not only Food, but a true Incarnation and Quintessence of Life, Love, and Liberty, and at its Manifestation thy Lion is consecrated by pure Light of Ekstacy.  Also, as this is the strongest so also it is the most sensitive of all Things soever, and both proper and ready to take Impress of Will, not as a Seal passively but with true Recreation in a Microcosm thereof.  And this is a God alive and puissant to create, and He is a Word of Magick wherein thou mayst read Thyself with all thine History and all thy Possibility.  Also as to thine Eagle, is not this chosen by Nature Herself by Her Way of Attraction, without which harmony Aesthetic and Magnetic thy Lion is silent, and inert, even as Achilles before his Rage in his Tent.  Now also therefore I charge thee, o my Son, to partake constantly of this Sacrament for it is proper to all Virtue, and as thou dost learn to us it in Perfection, thou wilt surpass all other Modes of Magick.  Yea, in good Sooth, no Herb or Potion is like unto this, supreme in every Case, for it is the True Stone of Philosophers, and the Elixir and Medicine of all Things, the Universal Tincture or Menstruum of thine own Will.

=================================================================


‑106‑


DE OPERIBUS STELLAE MICROCOSMI.


QUORUM SUNT QUATTOUR MINORES.

   I have already written unto thee, my Son, of the Paradox of Liberty, how the Freedom of thy Will dependeth upon the Bending of all thy forces to that one End.  But now also learn how great is the Oeconomy of our Magick, and this will I declare unto thee in a Figure of the Holy Qabalah, to wit, the Formula of the Tetragrammaton.  Firstly, the Operation of Yod and He is not Vau only, but with Vau appeareth also a new He, as a By‑OProduct, and She is mysterious, being at once the Flower of the three others, and their Poison.  Now by the Operation of Vau upon that He is no new Creation, but the Daughter is set upon the Throne of Her Mother, and by this is rekindled the Fire of Yod, which, consuming that Virgin, doth not add a Fifth Person, but balanceth and perfecteth all.  For this Shin, that is the Holy Spirit, pervadeth these, and is immanent.  Thus in three Operations is the Pentagram formulated.  But in the Figure of that Star these Operations are not indicated, for the five Lines of Force connect not according to any of them; but five new Operations are made possible; and these are the Works proper to the perfected man.  First, the Work which lieth level, the Vau with the He, is of the Yang and the Yin, and maketh One the Human with the Divine, as in the Attainment of the Master of the Temple.  Yet this Work hath his Perversion, which is of Death.  Thus then for thee four Works, they pertain all to the Natural Formula ofthe Cross and Rose.


‑107‑


DE OPERIBUS STELLAE MICROCOSMI.


QUORUM SUNT QUATTUOR MAJORES.

   O my Son, behold now the Virtue and Mystery of the Silver Star!  For of these four Works not one leadeth to the Crown, because Tetragrammaton hath his Root only in Chokmah.  So therefore the Formula of the Rosy Cross availeth no more in the Highest.  Now then in the Pentagram are two Lines that invoke Spirit, though they lead not thereunto, and they are the Works of He with He, and of Yod with Vau.  Of thee twain the former is a Work Magical of the Nature of Music, and it draweth down the Fire of the HIGHER by Seduction or Bewitchment.  And the latter is a Work opposite thereunto, whose Effect forumlateth itself by direct Creation in the Sphere of its Purpose and Intent.  But there remain yet two of the Eight Works, namely, the straight Aspiration of the Chiah or Creator in thee to the Crown, and the Surrender of the Nephesh or Animal soul to the Possession thereof; and these be the twin principal Formulae of the Final Attainment, being Archetypes of the Paths of Magick (the one) and Mysticism (the other) unto the End.  From each of these Eight Works is derived a separate Mode of practical Use, each after his Kind; and it should be well for thine Instruction if thou study upon these my Words, and found upon them a System.  O my son, forget not therein the Arcanum of their Balance and Proportion; fort herein lieth the Mystery of their Holiness.


‑108‑


DE STELLA MACROCOSMI.

   Thus far then concerning the Pentagram, how it is of the Cross, and its Virtue of the Highest; but the Hexagram is for the most Part a Detail of the Formula of the Rose and Cross.  Already have I shewed unto thee how the Most Holy Trinity is the Yang; but the Spirit, and the Water (or Fluid) and the Blood, that bear Witness in the Inferior, are of the Yin.  Thus the Operation of the Hexagram lieth wholly within the Order of our Plane, uniting indeed any soul with its Image, but not transcendentally, for its Effect is Cosmos, the Vau that springeth from the Union of the Yod and the He.  Thus is it but a Glyph of that first Formula, not of the others.  But of all these Things shalt thou thyself make Study with ardent Affection; for therein lie many Mysteries of practical Wisdom in our Magick Art.  And this is the Wonder and Beauty of this Work, that for every Man is his own Palace.  Yea, this is Life, that the Secrets of our Order are not fixed and dead, as are the Formulae of the Outer.  Know that in the many thousand Times that I have performed the Ritual of the Pentagram or the Invocation of the Heart girt with a Serpent, or the Mass of the Phoenix, or of the Holy Ghost, there has not been one Time wherein I did not win new Light, or Knowledge or Power or Virtue, save through mine own Weakness or Error.


‑172‑


DE HAC RE ALTERA INTELLIGENDA.

   Mark then, o my Son, how in the Ancient Books of Magick it is Man that selleth his Soul unto the Devil, but Woman that maketh Pact with him.  For she hath constantly the Wit and Power to arrange Things at his Bidding, and she payeth this Price of his Alliance.  But a Man hath one Jewel, and, bartering this, he becometh the Mockery of Satanas.  Let then this tutor thee in thine own Art of Magick, that thou employ Women in all Practical Matters, to order them with Cunning, but Men in thy Need of Transfiguration or Transmutation.  In a Trope, let the Woman direct the Chess‑Play of Life, but the Man alter the Rules, if he so will.  Lo! in ill Play is Mischief and Disorder, but in a New Law is Earthquake, and Destruction of the Root of Things.  Therefore is Fear of any Man that is in Commerce with his Genius, for none knoweth if his Law shall amend the Game or do it Hurt; and of this the Proof is in Experience, won after the Victory of his Will, when there is no Way of Return; as saith the Poet, Vestigia Nulla Retrorsum.  Nor do thou fear to create: for, even as I have written in The Book of Lies (falsely so‑called, thou canst create nothing that is not God.  But beware of false Creations wrought by Women in whom is no Function thereof; for they are Phantoms, poisonous Vapours, bred of the Moon in her Witchcraft of Blood.


-173‑


DE VIUS
 MORTIS ET DIABOLI, ARCANIS


TOU
 TAROT FRATERNITATIS R... C...

   It shall profit thee much, o my Son, or I err, that I instruct thee in the Mysteries of the Paths of Nun and of Ayin, that in our rota are figured in the Atu called Death, and that called the Devil.  Of these Nun joineth the Sun with Venus, and is referred to Scorpio in the Zodiac.  This Path is perilous, for it seeketh the Level, and may abase thee, except thou take Head unto the Going.  Of its three Modes, the Scorpio destroyeth himself, as if it were a Type of animal Pleasure.  Next, the Serpent is proper to Works of Change, or Magick; yet is he poisonous also unless thou hast Wit to enchant him.  Lastly the Eagle is subtlest in this Sort, so that this Path is proper to a Transcendental Labour.  Yet all these are in the Way of Death, so that thy Wand is dissolved and corroded in the Waters of the Cup, and must be renewed by Virtue of thy Nature in its Course.  For Fire is extinguished by Water; but upon Earth it burneth freely, and is inflamed by the Wind.  Understand also that which is written concerning the Vesica, that it is the Mother, giving Ease, Sleep, and Death, which Consolations are eschewed by the True Man or Hero.


‑174‑


SEQUITUR DE HIS VIIS.

   Now the Path of Ayin is a Link between Mercury and the Sun, and in the Zodiac importeth the Goat.  This Goat is called also Strength, and standeth in the Meridian at the Sunrise of Spring; and it is His Nature to leap upon the Mountains.  So therefore he is a Symbol of true Magick, and his Name is Baphomet, wherefore did I design him as an Atu of Thoth, the Fifteenth, and put his Image in the Front of my Book, the Ritual of High Magick, which was the second Part of my Thesis for the Grade of Major Adept, when I was clothed about with the Body called Alphonse Louis Constant.  Now the Goat flieth not as doth the Eagle; but consider this also that it is the true Nature of Man to dwell upon the Earth, so that his Flights are oft but Phantasy; yea, the Eagle also is bound to his Eyrie, nor feedeth upon Air.  Therefore this goat, making each leap with Fervour, yet all Times secure in his own Element, is a true Hieroglyph of the Magician.  Mark also, this Path sheweth One continuous in Exaltation upon a Throne, and so is it the Formula of the Man, as the other was of the Woman.


‑175‑


DE OCULO HOOR.

   I say furthermore that this Path is of the Circle, and of the Eye of Horus that sleepeth not, but is vigilant.  The Circle is all‑perfect, equal every Way, but the Vesica hath bitter Need, and seeketh thy Medicine, that is of right compounded for High Purpose, to ease her Infirmity.  Thus is thy Will frustrated, and thy Mind distracted, and thy Work lamed, if it be not brought to Naught.  Also thy Puissance in thine Art isminished, by a full Moiety, as I do esteem it.  But the Eye of Horus hath no Need, and is free in his Will, not seeking a Level, or requiring a Medicine, and is fit and worthy to be the Companion and the Ally of thee in thy Work, as a Friend to thee, not Mistress and not Slave, that seek ever with Slyness and Deceit to encompass their own Ends.  There is moreover a Reason in Physics for my Word; study thou this matter in the Laws of the Changes of Nature.  For Things Unlike do in their Marriage produce a Child which is relatively Stable, and resisteth Change; but Things like increase mutually the Potential of their particular Natures.  Howbeit, each Path hath his own Use; and thou, being instructed in all Ways, choose thine with Discretion.


‑176‑


DE SUA INITIATIONE.

   My son, my Delight, Honey of the Comb of my Life, I will say also this concerning the Odds of the Formulae of Male and Female, that mine Initiation was ordered as followeth.  First, unto the Middle of the Way, the Attainment of the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel, were these Men appointed to mine Aid, Jerome Politt of Kendal, Cecil Jones of Basingstoke, Allan Bennett of the Border, and Oscar Eckenstein of the Mountain with no Woman.  But after that Attainment hath Word come to me only through Women, Ouarda the Seer, and Virakam, and in mine Initiation in to the Degree of Magus, the Cat HILARION
 thy Mother, Helen the Play Actress the Serpent, with Myriamme the Drunkard, and Rita the Harlot to bear Dagger and Poison; then these others Alice the Singing Woman for an Owl; then Catherine the Dog of Anubis, and Ahitha the Camel that renewed the Work of Virakam, with Ollun the Dragon and ‑‑‑ but here I do restrict myself in Speech, for the End is wrapped about with a Veil, as the Face of a Virgin.  But do thou meditate strictly upon these Things, distinguishing the right Property, Order, and Use of the Other and the other in the Relative, even as thou makest them All‑One, that is None, in the Absolute.
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DE HOMUNCULO EPISTOLA
Baphomet Xo O.T.O. Rex Summus Sanctissimus to all His Holy and Royal Brethren of the Xo on earth, and to His Viceroys in all the Britains, Greeting and Peace.


Under the seal of the Obligation of the IXo
_________________________________________________________________


CAPITULUM PRIMUM
1. The homunculus is a living being in form resembling man, and possessing those qualities of man which distinguish him from beasts, namely intellect and power of speech, but neither begotten and born after the manner of human generation, nor inhabited by a human soul.

2. Thus, supposing that the re-incarnating Ego enters the foetus at the third month of gestation,
 it would not serve to remove such foetus from the mother, and cause it to live; for it is already human.  But a foetus of two months might become homunculus.

3. A human being can only become homunculus if obsessed by a demon to such an extent that the human soul is irrevocably expelled to the same degree as in death, and freed utterly so that it seeks a new tenement, and is cut off absolutely from the old.  But even this, rare as it must be except in lunacy, involves an extension of the natural meaning of the term homunculus.

4. In the third chapter we discuss Our method of producing that which, if not a true homunculus, at least serves all proper purposes thereunto pertinent.

_________________________________________________________________


CAPITULUM SECUNDUM

1. The classical method of making the homunculus is to take the fertilized ova of a woman and to reproduce as closely as may be, without the uterus, the normal conditions of gestation therein.


2. For: in the case of ectopic
 gestation, it is clearly possible for the ovum to develop for a considerable period; and a child of 4 1/2 months weighting nine ounces, has been known to live for over an hour after delivery.  These conditions encourage us.  Life is indefinitely adaptable, and life originally appeared in a planet bacteriologically sterilized by temperatures of many thousands of degrees Centigrade.  There is therefore every reason to hope tha, starting as we do with the proper First Matter, we may be able to devise conditions of its growth in a `culture', just as we have done in the case of the simpler organisms.


As it is written, `With God all things are possible'; and is not our Motto `Deus est Homo'?


3. The White Tincture of the Alchemists was in this connection a replica of the Liqor Amnii,
 and their Red Tincture a substitute for Blood.


4. Certain truly magical aids to the physiological experiments indicated above have always been held worthy.  The Adept must, however, be left to devise these, as in so small a treatise we have no place for a subject so starry vast as this.

_________________________________________________________________


CAPITULUM TERTIUM

1. We assume that Our Brethren have well studied Our Epistle De Arte Magica Secundum Ritum Gradus Nonae O.T.O. k.t.l.


2. Before introducing our own method of making the homunculus, let us refer to (A) the theory of Incarnation and (B) the method of Evocation invented by us in An VI Sol in Aries (April 1910 E.V.)


A

For about three months the foetus is empty of any soul.  It then attracts an Ego of such a nature as (a) its own Karma i.e. naturae and tendency, and (b) the Karma of the Ego, combine to make viable.  If a suitable combination is not found, the result is either miscarriage, still-birth or the birth of an idiot.


In the last case the foetus has been obsessed by some dumb non-human spirit, or by some human spirit of exceptional Karma.  By Karma We mean always nature and tendency, and no more, although we use these words in a large sense to include all causes moral as well as physical.  But We include not any conceptions of `Justice' and the like in these.


If this be accepted, then clearly it is possible that a magician might find means (a) to bar the gate against any Human Ego, and (b) to cause the Incarnation of some non-human being, such as an elemental or planetary spirit, of a nature fitted to some desired end.
  Thus one eloquent, from an incarnation of Tiriel, or one bold in war, from the indwelling of Graphiel.


And these will be his chief difficulties (a) that Man (even when discarnate) is so spiritually powerful, that to bar him from his urgent need is a task of colossal awe;
 and (b) it is necessary to choose a spirit suitable to the foetus.  Thus if the babe that is to be were by reason of physical heredity sluggish, melancholy and weak, it would be but nugatory to invoke into it a spirit of Nakhiel or Raphael or Haniel or Anael.


B

The human soul is all but inexpugnable; yet We have succeeded in the temporary expulsion of a weak and wandering soul, and its replacement.  For example, We once supplanted the soul of a Caliban-creature,
 a certain deformed and filthy abortion without moral character, named Victor Neuburg,
 by a soul of Isis, by a soul of Mars and by a soul of Jupiter in turn, so that this quasi-human shape, not being a poet, did yet write verses goodly and great in praise of Isis; and not being a prophet, did yet foretell most accurately the wars which even now devastate the earth; and not being generous or wealthy did yet for a season support many dependants on his bounty.


And this we did with no elaboration of thought, no Persian apparatus, no weariness or trouble at all.


Now then do We mark down the Means devised by Us Baphomet for the making of the homunculus.

_________________________________________________________________


I
Take a suitable woman willing to aid thee in this Work.
  Explain to her fully the precautions to be taken and the manner of life necessary.  Let her horoscope be, if possible, suited to the nature of the homunculus proposed; as, to have an incarnate Spirit of Benevolence let Jupiter be rising in Pisces with good aspects of Sol, Venus and Luna; and with no notable contrary dispositions; or so far as may be possible.


II
Take now a man suitable; if convenient, thyself or some other Brother Initiate of the Gnosis; and so far as may be, let his horoscope also harmonize with the nature of the work.


III
Let the man and woman copulate continuously (but especially at times astrologically favourable to thy working) and that in a ceremonial manner in a prepared temple, whose particular arrangement and decoration is also suitable to thy work.  And let them will ardently and constantly the success of thy work denying all other desires.  Thus proceed until impregnation results.


IV
Now let the woman be withdrawn and carried away to a place prepared.


And this place should be a great desert; for in such do rarely wander any human souls seeking incarnation.


Futher let a great circle be drawn and consecrated to the sphere of the work; and let banishing formulae of the Sephiroth, and especially of Kether,
 be done often, even unto five or seven times on every day.  Outside which great circle let the woman never go.  Let the mind of the woman be strengthened to resist all impression, except of the spirit desired.  Let the incense of this spirit be burnt continually; let his colours, and his only be displayed; and let his shapes, and his only, appear so far as may be in all things.


Further let him be most earnestly and continually invoked in a temple duly dedicated, the woman being placed in a great triangle, while thou from the circle dost perform daily the proper form of Evocation to Material Appearnace.  And let this be done twice every day, once while she is awake and once while she is asleep.


V
And let the quickening be a feast of the Reception of the Spirit.  Henceforth ye may omit the Banishings.



VI
And during the rest of the Pregnancy let there be the Charge to the Spirit (so that the whole period of all this work is as it were an expansion in terms of life of the Art-formula of Evocation) in this manner.


Let the woman be constantly educated by words and by books and by pictures of a nature consonant, so that all causes may work together for the defence and sustenance of the Spirit, and for its true development.


VII
And let the delivery of the woman be retarded or advanced so far as possible to secure a rising sign proper to such a child.
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     � It is apparent through the historical workings of the Order that "power" is very broadly interpreted.  We may guess that it may mean any one of the following: magical power, temporal power (economic and/or political), intellectual power or physical power.


     � This last option is not especially flattering, especially in Crowley's own eyes.  It means that those who have proven themselves faithful, obedient and duly secretive will also be granted their reward.  This is almost ironic for the communication of the secret would probably not come until old age, at which time the poor old geezer would not meet the demands of fitness, nor the exhibit the requisites of sexual potency. The restriction of the secret to the older members of the order is, then, little more than a supreme joke.  The communication of the secret to older women, within a culture whose sexual archetypes have the bodies of 14 year-old boys, is even more absurd.  Why would the order demand such long periods of training and discipline?  It all sounds too much like a story by O'Henry.


     � The sign of the Rending of the Veil, appropriate to the Portal Ceremony.  Upon opening the Portal, the Light from above descends like a star into the darkness of matter.  It is a fragile extension of light that must be carefully protected by the operants.  There is an implication that the secret has been inappropriately revealed and the Mysteries are endangered.  Notice the contrast between the Blazing Star of the VIo INRI-LVX formula and the star called Wormwood (bitterness = Binah).  


     � Initiates of the Io O.T.O. are reminded of the Ark from their initiation.  Recall what the Ark contained.


     � It is apparent that the Word described is not an actual, single word, as that of the IIIo O.T.O., but rather a general formula underlying the operation -- a logos, if you will.


     � The Star Sapphire Ritual.


     � No doubt, my commentaries are conjectural and inaccurate, but they are certainly better than nothing.  One serious mistake which most readers, and to some extent, even myself will make is to assume that the ceremony is merely sexual.  There is also, no doubt, a very exalted spiritual level which must be maintained in order for the ritual to be more than a sexual orgy.


     � The text will serve, therefore, as a sort of catalogue of the various operations with which the O.T.O. may or may not have experimented.


     � Several very important issues arise: Do not forget that Magick is the art of causing change in conformity with will.  Secondly, the imposition of Will upon "Nature herself" may imply the not-so-surprising idea that women are merely uncast coins for men to stamp their imprints.  If this is so, we have an interesting interpretation of the encounter with Natura in Pyramidos.  The reader is reminded that the Ordeal of a Probationer is to resist the temptations of Woman (cf. "de Sirenis" in Liber Aleph), who represents the cycles of nature.  Now, examine the passage from Pyramidos: "I will not look upon thee more / For Fatal is thy Name. Begone! / False Phantom, thou shalt pass before / The frowning forehead of the sun. / I know thee; and I pass thee by. / For more than thou am I."  Also, note that the Trinity, or Three Aspects of God are actually masculine (IAO).  Such an attitude is inexcusable for any magician, even within the context of the sexually unenlightened early Twentieth Century.


     � The whole of this section is an illustration of the difficulty involved in meditating during sex.  It does not take much imagination to see why it is extremely difficult to focus one's attention on Nuit, the Great Work and a minor intention, all of which must be interwoven into one master visualization which must be ecstatically burned into the unconscious.  The A.O. Spare technique of Sigil Magic is the deformed child of this process.  The Versicles discussed in the Grimorium Sanctissimum are used for this purpose.


     � The tradition that Ireland is sacred and special is ancient indeed.  Although it probably dates back to Pre-Christian Celtic religion, the Christian Middle Ages gave Ireland a central role, for it was the only stable and intellectually active center of learning until the founding of the Universities of Southern Europe in the Late Middle Ages.


     � [Crowley's note] It were well if during the whole period of the secretion of the Lion [ejaculation], the adept were performing Samyama on the object.  May this be the reason of the "nine days of chastity", etc. recommended in some Grimoires?  [Samyama is holding the mind on one object until samadhi (orgasm) occurs.]


     � This makes the Eucharist of Thelemites much different from that of Catholics. Ever since Augustine "proved" to the world that the Christian Sacraments are 100% valid and effective at all times, even in spite of the character of the Priest, Christians have been spared the worry over whether or not the communion that they took this morning has worked or not.  However, we do see that the Christian theory is radically rationalist while that of the Thelemite is empirical.  There is no practical way for a Christian to prove the efficacy of their Sacrament beyond the use of logic and Biblical passages (Medieval Scholasticism).  Thelemites are asked to carefully observe and analyze the quality of the Sacrament.


     � A thinly veiled suggestion of perversion.  Sodomy is defiance of nature.  Also, there is an insidious subtext present if we interpret the meaning of Nature as "Woman."


     � To my knowledge, Crowley never investigated this question in anything resembling a scientific method.  He always performed his workings and even his publications according to the stars.  He was utterly obsessed with astrology.  Therefore, any claims for the efficacy of astrological influence are seriously weakened because of his lack of a control group of workings which consistently conflicted with beneficial influences.  Further, any good astrologer can read a complex horoscope so that practically anything can be justified by the influences.  It's all a matter of good Qabalah.


     � [Crowley's note] "Without Ceres and Bacchus" (i.e. corn and wine) "there is coldness." [However, Crowley does not include "Venus" in the translation.  A more accurate translation would be: "without corn and wine, love is cold."  Sherwin's annotation on this line relates it to the tantric rite of the Five-M's.  The "M's" standing for things forbidden by taboo.  The essence of the ritual is the violation of taboo.  The current editor feels that it is not necessary to inform the reader of the particular five objects of the Indian rite because they are less appropriate to Westerners.  Only one of them has any sort of taboo attached to it for us--sex.  The reader is advised to invent a corresponding ritual for him/herself.


     � In the Paris Working, a feast was consumed before each working.


     � He means drugs like cocaine, heroin, opium, mescaline, hashish, etc., all of which were much appreciated by Crowley.  Ether was another favorite, but seems rather inappropriate to this working since it causes unconsciousness.  It might, however, be used at climax (like amyl nitrite) or in smaller dosages.


     � Besides noting how one's own body seems to behave most efficiently, one could heed the instructions of the invoked deity, as was done in the Paris Working.


     � Atu VI is paired with XIV in expressing the secret of the IXo.  Zayin = the sword of division and analysis, and therefore of the multiplication of operations.


     � Crowley repeated the Mercury and Jupiter workings of the Paris Working many times.


     � This sort of stylistic redundance is not typical of Crowley.  Other problems in this text (mostly punctuation) indicate that this piece was not written very carefully.


     � As any good scientist, we should ask "why?"  Crowley did not research the alternatives.  He was, after all, a fanatic for magical discipline.  Perhaps someone of his character would have benefited from a less-structured ritual, thus forcing him into spontaneity.


     � Jan. 1 -- Feb. 11. 1914


     � A sort of astral karezza.


     � Or paranoia.  The claims are not made from any sort of firm scientific basis, for the samples were far too small and limited mostly to his own experience.  Crowley's hypocritical mandates of scientific rigor are contrasted with a critical torpor that makes Karl Marx look like a research scientist.


     � This is probably the wisest remark he has made thus far.  The fundamental, structural elements of the IXo formula are as follows:


1) The Elixir Vitae or Amrita is produced from the sexual fluids.


2) Concentration during the sex act will affect the reproductive cells (sperm/ovum).  This "myth" was a popular superstition predating Crowley and the O.T.O. by centuries.  In fact, the foundational idea behind "magical children" was far from secret.  Even the Old Testament makes reference to the patriarchs copulating with the child in mind, as if their desire-image would be a magical prayer.  Numerous superstitions resulted from this, including the belief that evil or deformed people and unpleasant experiences would imprint the fetus of a pregnant woman.  Much of the extreme care taken of pregnant women stems from this idea.  My point is not to ridicule the belief, but rather, to revive an idea that is progressively being forgotten over the last forty odd years.  Strange that Crowley's campaign to spread the secret to just about anybody who wanted to know would be followed by a period of almost total ignorance, due to the empiricist conservativism of "science". If the student keeps these two principles in mind, the rest should probably be quite open to personal interpretation.


     � The word "now" is used in this paragraph in an archaic structure.  In a series like this, it means something like "in one case,...., in another case,...., then in yet another,...."


     � All of this mathematical jargon simply means that "sometimes it works, and sometimes it doesn't."  The usage of such technical examples lends a certain authority and verisimilitude to the text which may or may not be merited.


     � Crowley can seldom talk about magical working for long without mentioning one of his favorite intentions.  A close perusal of his diaries shows that an almost ridiculous number of his rituals were aimed at gaining money.  Few humans have been so successful at attracting sums of money as donations.  Not to say that Crowley did not work hard at his magick and writing, but the similarities between he and Karl Marx are incredible.  Living on the verge of poverty upon borrowed money and donations from the "faithful," both of them managed to financially victimize many people (especially the women closest to them) and then alienate his friends with his hypersensitive and belligerent attitude.  All of this fiscal insanity was undertaken so that the great theoretical masters who would change the world would not have to do manual labor.  This story is especially ironic in Marx's case.  Also, both Crowley and Marx wrote furiously and voluminously--some of it good, some of it trash, but the publication of their works seldom brought in real income.  We can compliment Crowley's taste in women somewhat more since all of his "Scarlet Women" eventually left him due to his cruelty and irresponsibility.  Jenny Marx failed to attain to such pinnacles of wisdom.  We have an example of the sorts of extremes people can go to avoid work. Marx wrote and argued incessantly, spending his free time borrowing and begging for money.  Crowley wrote, meditated, attempted to turn worthless disciples into sages and performed elaborate rituals.  Get a job, guys!


     � Here again is a gem of wisdom.  A magical operation will function or backfire according to the nature of the operation.  Malfunctions do not appear in unrelated departments.  If you are performing a ritual to murder someone, the victim may turn out to be yourself.  Recall the doctrine of the Qlipphoth, every act must be balanced by its opposite.  Karma also enters the equation.  Always keep two things in mind when performing magic: 1) be sure that you really want the purpose to be realized--you just might get your wish.  This relates closely to the following sub-rule: be sure to formulate the wish carefully (see Dudley Moore's film Bedazzled)  2) Be prepared to lose what you ask for.  


     � The question of ontological/noumenal validity within magick is usually sidestepped by Crowley.  It is more important to begin the work, the questions will answer themselves by and by.  The leap of faith necessary is really nothing more than a willing suspension of disbelief. Recall the opening passages of Liber E: "In this book it is spoken of [the various metaphysical elements of magick], and many other things which may or may not exist.


   It is immaterial whether they exist or not.  By doing certain things certain results follow; students are most earnestly warned against attributing objective reality or philosophic validity to any of them.


   3. The advantages to be gained from them are chiefly these:


     (a) A widening of the horizon of the mind.


     (b) An improvement of the control of the mind.


   4. the student, if he attains any success in the following practices, will find himself confronted by things (ideas or beings) too glorious or too dreadful to be described.  It is essential that he remain the master of all that he beholds, hears or conceives; otherwise he will be the slave of illusion and the prey of madness.


   Before entering upon any of these practices the student must be in good health, and have attained a fair mastery of Asana, Pranayama and Dharana.


   5. There is little danger that any student, however idle or stupid, will fail to get some result; but there is a great danger that he will be led astray, even though it be by those which it is necessary that he should attain.  Too often, moreover, he mistaketh the first resting�place for the goal, and taketh off his armour as if he were a victor ere the fight is well begun.


   It is desirable that the student should never attach to any result the importance which it at first seems to possess.


     � Prana is analogically and metonymically associated with the breath.  It is also analogous to the Chinese chi force.


     � Crowley was writing in the Pre-Einsteinian age in which the movement of light waves through empty space was explained in terms of an all-pervading "ether", which was imperceptible in itself, but was the matrix in which all motion manifested.  Occultists of this period were much pleased with the similarity of the theory to their own "astral light" which is described as an empirically imperceptible subtle substance which transmits vibrations of a higher order--thus explaining psi phenomena.


     � This is a wonderfully colorful way of defending his "faith" in the Elixir.  Really, he has much more support than he thinks from science.  The method of science is based upon the very creative leap of faith made by all scientists who propose an hypothesis.  The hypothesis is then tested empirically.  Crowley's weakness is rather here than there.  In his journals we see a serious lack of application in the techniques of controlled scientific observation.  Not only were his controls statistically worthless, but his record keeping was so vague that the average entry in Rex de Arte Regia is seldom more than one hundred words per sexual working.  Very few of these records describe anything more than: a) time and day.  b) name and brief characteristics of partner(s).  b) method of sexual stimulation.  c) description of the Elixir (taste, color and quantity).  He neglects to mention any ceremonial or mystical procedures employed, the physical and mental states of practitioners, weather, etc.  This is not science, but rather sensationalist diary-writing.


     � Here Crowley refers to the philosophy of David Hume, with which he was quite familiar.  Causality is not empirically observable, hence not absolutely and deductively knowable.  All scientists function with the hint of doubt in that their theories are all merely theories subject to controversion.  Science is founded upon inductive reasoning and is therefore probable and never 100% certain.  Crowley, instead of affirming the solidity of his theory, weakens the foundation of science.  However, the allusion is so vague to those not trained in philosophy, that it might pass unnoticed.  Further, Crowley was somewhat familiar with Kant, who affirmed the rationality of causality through his transcendental analysis.  Kant can provide us with the rational support for Faith in this field of operation and experimentation.


     � This premise of his argument is far from provable.  He has not proven  a) that the astral light (Akasa) exists or  b) that if it does exist, that all vibrations within it are identical in the same way that electromagnetic waves are one continuous spectrum of frequencies containing radio waves, infrared radiation, visible light, ultraviolet light, x-rays, gamma rays and cosmic rays.  There may indeed be other types of vibration.  In fact, there may be things corresponding to particles (photons, electrons, alpha particles, quarks, etc.).  Crowley's view of the astral plane is much less sophisticated than the modern theories of "terrestrial" physics.  It is somewhat surprising that Crowley makes such a logical leap, and even more surprising that a fan of Flatland would have such a limited perspective of reality.


     � Magical theory is based, rightly or wrongly, on the assumption that the world exists in a series of planes or dimensions, each of which produces, determines and controls the subsequent.  Fundamentally, there are four such levels: emanation (Divine--beyond all conceptualization), creation (Archangelic--characterized by the interaction of opposites, as in sex and the I-ching.), formation (angelic--elemental and planetary spirits, demons, astral shells, etc.), activation (matter, planets, stars).  These are in Hebrew terms: Atziluth, Briah, Yetzirah and Assiah.  	Since certain operations are impossible by direct physical means on the physical plane (killing someone at a distance), then magical theory postulates the possibility of going to a higher level of operation so that the changes on the astral plane can trickle down (sort of like Reagan's economics).  Of course, in order to command the entities of the astral plane, one must have the support of beings from yet higher planes.  Hence, the LBRP first invokes Deity, then the lower hierarchy of Archangels so that the magician has sufficient authority to command the lower forces of the Astral Plane.  This means that as the magician gains control over the progressively higher planes, s/he will drastically increase the control of the lower planes.  If one were to go back in time and kill Abraham Lincoln, the overall karmic effect would be much less significant than if one would go back farther in time and kill the first amphibian to walk on land.


     � Such operations are part of the legerdemain of the alchemist.  Many false alchemists used solutions of gold chloride precipitated by acid and cyanide in order to fool their audiences.  


     � Crowley indicates in many places that the Magister Templi has very nearly supreme magical power, but that his awareness of higher forces like karma and destiny prevents him/her from interfering in the course of processes which must take place.  There is an almost Christian resignation to determinism.  It is the Magus who has supreme control, but even this is limited by the formula (Logos) which s/he manifests.


     � Atu IX = Yod.  On Atu XVIII are nine bloody yods dripping from the moon.  Nine is also the number of Yesod, and therefore of the moon.


     � During menstruation.


     � The message of this parenthesis is unclear.  Perhaps it means that as the Moon influences the Woman and makes her "move", so do higher causes move the Earth (think Aristotle) who represents Nature.  In order to master the Earth, one must master forces of a very high nature.  In order to master the Moon, one must master forces of a very high nature, for the Moon is even higher (Yesod).  For this reason is Liber LXVI a very cryptic and secret instruction.


     � A hidden implication is given: note that the ejected ovum probably issues in the first gushing of the menses.  This occurrence is as close to the male orgasm as a woman can "come".  The first menses is very powerful and dangerous (?).  


     � Atu X = Kaph, the initial of Kteis.  Hence, this chapter refers to the vagina, and metonymically to the woman.


     � This chapter is one of the most offensive in the essay.  Women are warned not to take the old bastard too seriously.  Crowley spent his entire life surrounded by inferiors who worshipped him (with the possible exception of Oscar Eckenstein).  He was afraid to wrangle with his peers.  Therefore, an intelligent and powerful woman would be a serious threat to him.  This chapter merely supports the Victorian ideal of obedient, pretty but dumb sex partners.


     � In this passage we are instructed on a very essential political secret of magical working.  Whenever two or more are gathered together, there is not only the possibility of strength due to unity of purpose, but also of disharmony and conflict that is highly counterproductive to the goal.  If an advanced magician is working with other advanced magicians, it is likely that the goals and world views of the magicians will differ.  Whereas there is no honor among thieves, there is seldom humility among magicians.  Most every magician fancies him/herself a Master of magic and the rest of the world is merely wallowing in illusion.  In group working, the process of unification on all planes is so essential that it is probably at least preferable for a single advanced magician to train a group of disciples from scratch so that their understandings and aspirations will be somewhat harmonized.  Eventually, the disciples will probably attain to enough power to function on their own and then they can "leave the nest" as it were, going on to start their own circle of disciples.  It is also possible that a disciple will become a prodigy within the paradigms established by the leading magician, thus taking over as leader.  This is an Inner Order explanation of the real purposes of the O.G.A.  Initiates to the grade of 868 Adept must make a choice between one of three paths:  a) Continue as an administrator of the 868 System.  This may include starting a satellite Temple or remaining within the main Temple (Io Pan Temple and its satellite Pyramids).  b) To revolutionize and expand the 868 System with new texts, etc.  c) To overthrow entirely the 868 System with a new and fully developed system of Mysteries, Rituals, Ordeals and Initiations.  The current Master of the 868 System will retain his office until someone can accomplish the Overthrow, becoming him/herself the Master.


     � Given the Judgment of Paris, it is obvious which direction Mr. Crowley would turn his affections.  The Adept must make the important choice between brains and sexual attraction.  The formula certainly has its merits, and goes like this:


CHOICE A)  Beautiful, sexual, horny as a rabbit, and highly strung nervously.  Such an ASSISTANT should be more or less ignorant of the procedures, and serve as a mere sex object.  On behalf of the women, it must be said that this applies to men, indicating a strapping youth of eighteen or so--with more muscles than brains.  Sexuality will be intense and animalistic.  There is even a preference for antagonism bordering on hatred.


CHOICE B)  An intelligent, well-disciplined COLLEAGUE.  Such a Magician would very likely be one's spiritual mate.  Sexuality will be much gentler and intuitive, enabling extreme ecstasy through sympathy.  The partner is not merely an object.  A more elevated exchange of power will take place between the workers.  A combination like this is obviously preferable, but hard to come by.


     � XIo O.T.O. involves sodomy.  In Roman numerals, XI is a reversal of IX.


     � [Crowley's or Sherwin's note (?)]  Any form of sexual activity that does not involve the female vagina; e.g. intermammary intercourse, masturbation, buggery, oral sex, etc.


     � Although this is analogized to the process of evoking demons, there is an alchemical twist thrown into the description.  This is the creation of the Homunculus.  In primitive terminology, these are familiar spirits, animal guides, etc.  The operation of De Homunculo, presented next in this series, is more elaborate and produces a physical child.


     � White Eagle = vagina (before arousal).  Red Lion (Penis full of blood).  Blood of the Lion fills the Eagle, turning it "red".  The Blood is lost so the Lion turns white.  Compare the Lion and Eagle of Atus VI and XIV.  The Gluten of the Eagle is the female secretions which must be present in order to produce the true Elixir.


     � The reader is subjected to one of many of Crowley's praises of sodomy.  Refer to the excerpts at the end of the text from Liber Aleph.


     � As if women could not do this.  Men are probably no more capable of stamping their little spermatozoa with a magical will than are women of doing it to their ovum.  In fact, it seems that the ability to mold the genetic content of the cells is not limited to the power of the owner of that cell.  The woman might indeed manipulate the seed of the man, and the man, of the woman.


     � The word Agape is not capitalized in the Sherwin edition.


     � The standard Thelemic greeting for those of all grades is: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law."  Which is summarized by the formula THELHMA.  The response, "Love is the law, love under will." is summarized by AGAPH and implies that AGAPH is to be considered beneath, or under the stamp of THELHMA.  Agape is clearly Woman (Venus = Love) and Thelema is the Beast.  The Ninth Degree passwords are more direct, since the Initiate will have already learned a great deal about the import of those words, hence the first stands in the phallic posture, making the phallic sign of Hadit and saying "Thelema."  The other makes a feminine sign of a Cup from which he drinks and responds "Agape."


     � This passage seems to work on several levels, one of which is perhaps this: the "sperm" have the final word in this matter.  If the Priestess is unattractive to the Priest, there will be no raising of the erection, and therefore, no ritual.  A Priest dedicated solely to Adonai (the H.G.A.) will have a difficult time getting aroused by a mere mortal.


     � Women should rethink this statement.  There are certainly proteins and living nutrients which provide a sort of energy available only by eating live foods.  This is true with vaginal secretions no less than with semen.  There are probably even more substances than we are aware of.  To think that excrement, from which the real nutrients have been extracted by digestion, will provide anything but extreme sensory stimulation and visceral response is nothing but perversion and prejudice.  I do not intend to malign the possibilities of the XIo, but the primacy attributed to it by Crowley is not well established at all.  Also, we have already mentioned that it is possible for the menses to contain the female correlative of the sperm.


     � In more post-modern terms, the combination of the two fluids is a synergistic system of causes.  The two of them together are more active than the sum of each separately.  The concept of synergy is more useful for the "philosopher" of the late Twentieth Century who is probably already losing faith in the tertium quid of the dialectic.  Establishing a more dialogic view of the interaction also allows a degree of independence to each element that is lost in the Hegelian notion of synthesis.  Feminists should find more appeal to this view.


     � The participant is viewed as a sacrificial victim.


     � True or false as this may be, caprice must take a back a back seat to safe sex in the Nineties.  Good sex or even excellent sex magick cannot possibly be a worthwhile tradeoff for the horrors of AIDS.  Crowley did not have a disease like this to worry about.  Even smallpox seems petty compared to that monster.


     � See the excerpts from The Book of Lies given after De Natura Deorum.


     � We should probably interpret this in terms of the Hadit/Khabs principle, which is contained within the emptiness of Nuit.  Female initiates must examine this issue in terms of their psyches.  Is there a solar/phallic principle at the center of a woman's Khu?  If not, then how shall the female Initiate choose a partner?  Although the absoluteness of Crowley's linking genitals with gender is no longer valid, there do seem to be good reasons for supporting the existence of both principles within everyone.  Emphasis probably varies from person to person so that not all women may have the same observations here.


     � Indeed, the partner may be a "Chariot" for the magician.  But, this may work either way for men and women.  Also, there may be a magical equivalent to the "eskimo roll" in which two people grab each other's ankles, belly to belly, one standing on his/her feet, the other on his/her head.  They can then begin turning somersaults so that the role of each is equivalent.  Ironically, the image of the two people locked in this way might imply a useful sexual formula--mutual oral sex.  See Book of Lies cap 69.


     � One would wonder if the oath of the First Degree is equally ironic.  


     � The Grafenberg Spot had not yet been officially recognized.  It is likely that women who are capable of ejaculation by stimulation of this zone will be extremely powerful in this operation.


     � Biblical bawdiness at its bloody best.


     � The Secret of life and death is contained here.  The magician becomes creator and destroyer.


     � The term "Zraa" is used in Crowley's Atlantis as a cipher for Semen, as is revealed in the present passage.  This text contains a great deal of interesting and useful information on Thelemic lifestyle, politics, etc., if one can break through the cryptographic veils.  It is perhaps one of the most difficult of Crowley's works, yet it is still very readable and entertaining.


     � This theory could be used to defend the Genesis view of Creation.  One of the problems of explaining the uniqueness of Adam and Eve is the fact that Cain went forth into the world and took a wife.  If they were the first, from where did she come?  As soon as we leave the not-so-happy home of the Primal Couple, we discover that the world is already populated.  Taking the theory of Adam and Lilith still further, we realize that there are two races on the planet: the Chosen people (the Jews, descendants of Adam and Eve) and the gentiles (descendants of those spawned of Lilith?).  The dualistic race consciousness of Judaism and even Christianity can be archetypically related to this belief.  Surely, the wise have seen how disastrous for humanity these ideas of racial superiority have been.


     � The contemporary military metaphor used here stands out very obliquely.  There is an almost irreverent use of archaic poetic metaphors juxtaposed with the very recent military invention of floating ocean mines.  Imagine using Tomahawk missiles and Apache Helicopters as metaphor.


     � The reader is instructed that this is probably the single most important message of the IXo, even more so than the Elixir of Life.  Mental excitement caused by sexual arousal creates a powerful effect on the astral plane, where many lower spirits reside, looking for the way up to higher planes, or back down to the lower planes.  Sexual fantasy results in a species of astral projection (which may be conscious or unconscious).  The energy released through the orgasm is a sort of nourishment for these spirits.  Therefore, the sex act, if taken to sufficient extremes of ecstasy, is like the ringing of a great dinner bell on the astral plane.  Spirits come to congregate around the ovum, just as the sperm do, hoping to enter into this plane.  It is suggested that they also enter the sperm.  Magical Sex requires careful banishing and protection against unwanted incarnations.  This is the reason that even the ancient Jews believed that by concentrating on the child during the conception, that an appropriate soul would be attracted and inappropriate ones would be barred from entry.  Needless to say, this is the most difficult part of sex magick.


     � Masturbatory sexual fantasies and the obsessions behind other perversions can take on a life of their own.  Motta describes the creation of such a synthetic spirit in his annotated Paris Working, and calls it an egregora.  Further sexual emissions will feed the entity, which may also be understood as a psychological complex.  On a deep level, this is what happens in "Spareian" sigil magic.  Problems arise when the act is uncontrolled--as in the nocturnal emission.  It would appear that, unlike Catholics, Crowley fears the nocturnal emission more than the intentionally non-procreative sex.  Sexual activity is to be encouraged so as to avoid the sort of erotic dreams that surface as a result of repression.  These egregorae can be a serious problem because of their unconscious, dream-born origin.


     � cf. Liber Samekh and Commentary.


     � p.v.n. = per vas nefandum, "by/through the unmentionable vessel"  This is a cipher used in Crowley's diaries to refer to XIo working.


     � This splendidly technical and almost tongue-in-cheek phrase is highly descriptive of the process: sexual activity taken to the limits of capacity, so that the person who is sexually drained may experience a state of consciousness that is not quite "waking" nor "dreaming".  In this state, the magician can experience an astral "lucidity", not unlike what is known as "lucid dreaming" in which great magical and mystical effects may be achieved, primary of which being the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel.  It is apparent that this attainment is impossible without a silencing of the active, conscious mind.  Therefore, the most effective means are the orgasm (man only rises to a glimmer of the universal consciousness, while in the orgasm, the mind (Ruach) is blotted out. [Book of Lies cap vii]), meditation and dance to produce samadhi and lastly, drugs which produce unconsciousness (especially Nitrous Oxide and Ether).  The use of a scribe or tape recorder is essential to the process, because the magician may speak during the trance.


     � Atu XIV is paired with VI in portraying the secret of the IXo.  It portrays the preparation of the Elixir.


     � Host = Cake of Light anointed with the Elixir


     � The existence of these doctrines in the Christian Church bespeaks an awareness of esoteric doctrine that is surprising in its accuracy and scope.  Unfortunately, it is only the Catholic Church which upholds the very magical and alchemical notion of transubstantiation.  The ritual by which the Priest turns the Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is no less an act of Ceremonial Magic than the Thelemic adept who converts the sexual fluids into the Elixir of Life.  In fact, even given the doctrine of symbolic eucharist, there is clearly much more scientific support for the latter due to the proteins, genetic material, life force (sperm are indeed "alive", and therefore possess a certain energy which can be absorbed by consumption while they are still vital), and numerous other organic compounds which are closely connected with the essence of human life.  How much more powerful should be Our Elixir than the symbolic communion of the Protestant, or even the cannibalistic rite of the Catholics who eat their savior's dead flesh and blood.  How much more joyous and life-affirming is Our Elixir, born of ecstasy and intimacy than their Eucharist, which comes from pain, suffering, guilt and vicarious atonement.  Their Elixir comes from vegetable products which represent the human products.  Ours comes directly and actually from the human, without pain, without sacrifice and without guilt.  It is, therefore, already very nearly Divine.


     � Electricity is a flow of electrons through a wire.  Amperage refers to the number of electrons in the flow (volume or quantity); Voltage measures the amount of strength pushing those electrons.  A high voltage current is necessary to arc through the open air, but the amperage may be low.  This is the case with a static shock, which may produce tens of thousands of volts or a neon light tube which uses around four thousand volts.  In both cases the amperage is infinitesimal.  High amperage is far more dangerous in the case of human shock, for example, an electric stove draws only 220 volts, but the amperage can be as high as 40 amps.  A shock of this nature will kill very easily.  The interrelationship is expressed in watts, which are obtained by multiplying amps times volts.  Therefore, both factors indicate the "value" of a current, and will tell us how "dangerous" it is.  A wattage of over 1,000 is dangerous to human life.


     � This chapter discusses the abandon which is represented by the Goat.  Refer also to Liber A'ash 370.


     � This exercise is further detailed in an unpublished class D instruction to complement this class B instruction.  It is entitled Liber Siloam (shalom = peace), and bears the same number as Eroto-comatose Lucidity, 451.


     � This may very well be one of the Four Ordeals in the 


A.'. A.'.  It is not the Ordeal of Silver, which is also the Trial by Fire.  The second is of Gold and is a trial by Intellect.  The third is of Lapis Lazuli (implying the Magister Templi and Liber VII) and in it the lofty chosen ones are tried in the highest.  The fourth ordeal is of Stones of Precious water, and is the Ordeal X.  It is likely that it is either the third or fourth.


     � It is interesting that a woman devised this exercise.  There does not seem to be any reason why a woman cannot be the "victim" of this exercise just as well as a man.  


     � It is unfortunate that the tradition of courtesans have trained women to please men in the most exquisite ways, while there has not been a corresponding investigation and training in the same arts for women.  The discovery of the G-spot in the late 20th Century is an example of how pitiful our knowledge of the dynamics of female genital pleasure has been for the past million years of human existence.  Women initiates are encouraged to investigate this scientifically and present their results to us for corroboration and the further enlightenment of men.


     � [Crowley's note--which is not entirely advisable for all.  Capsicum is the piquant chemical in chili peppers, which is now used as a substitute for mace tear gas.  Cocaine is wisely avoided.  Strychnine is extremely dangerous, ether can cause undesirable unconsciousness not to mention death.]  Alcohol, ether, strychnine may be employed freely, but cocaine should be exhibited with a certain prudence.  Frictions of brandy and even slightly diluted eau de cologne may be used for the phallus itself, and a spray of capsicum in ether may be applied to the abdominal muscles. [It is not likely that the brandy frictions will be as effective on female genitalia].


     � The Knowledge and Conversation of the H.G.A.


     � The death of the Righteous.


     � There is a blasphemous implication that the crucifixion is a metaphor of sexual orgasm.  The rose is pierced by the cross, and the dead wood of the cross brings forth new bloom.


     � Bindu, means seed.  It may have a more abstract and metaphysical sense than what is given here.  See Arthur Avalon's The Serpent Power.


     � Eastern thought emphasizes an internal domination--a psychological process of eliminating the ego, so that  state of pure consciousness is reached.  Its downside being the negation of the self and often a denial of the needs of that self, both physical and metaphysical.  It is a philosophy based upon self-hatred and a desire to escape from pain.  Western thought turns this domination and conquering outward, so as to master the world around us.  This may be the conquering of strangers, women, the weak, etc., or it may mean the objectivity of science.  In any case, it devalues nature as a dangerous force of disorder.  It is a philosophy based upon paranoia and domination of that which is weaker.


     � This practice is only used among the "Left-hand" Tantrics of both Hinduism and Buddhism.  Some Tantric monks of Buddhism are celibate.


     � One wonders how they can seriously and accurately test this.


     � This is accomplished by muscular disciplines of the urethra, so that it can work like a siphon.  As Donald Michael Kraig astutely observes in his Modern Magick, semen produced and retained in this way is merely retained in the bladder where it is lost later during urination.  Perhaps more interesting is the practice of allowing ejaculation and then using the penis as a siphon to "drink" the fluids back into the body.


     � It appears that the idea here is that the male can "vampirize" the woman by drawing inward her fluids to mix with his inside his own body.  In a strange sense, which is not elucidated by Crowley (to my knowledge), the male can then play the role of a mother since both substances are held within his body and not hers.  This seems highly interesting.  Women may find here the possibility of ejaculating into the male, but it is probably going to be difficult to find a man willing to discipline his penis to do this.


     � The Star of the A.'. A.'.


     � This appears to one of Crowley's favorite operations.  cf. The Magical Record of the Beast 666 (Duckworth).  These operations are placed in a logical and revealing sequence.  In order to perform the operation, you must have an assistant.  Also, the list corresponds to the Tree of Life, this being the seed or yod of Kether/Hadit.


     � Once the magician has a partner, their is the question of technique and practice.  2: Chokmah, Wisdom.


     � Once the practice is mastered, it must be recorded and passed on for posterity.  The Xo must have a successor because of his Kingly position.  3: Binah--Saturn, Old age and death.


     � Another of Crowley's favorite operations.  Primarily, this includes the attraction of money, since it is difficult to spend one's time meditating and fucking if one has to go to work every day.  4: Chesed--Jupiter, Wealth, luck and comfort.


     � Demons created by the Bindu.  cf cap. XIII.  Also, the Elixir can be used as a means of rejuvenation.  cf. Amrita: the Elixir of Life.  5: Geburah--Mars, protection, vigor.


     � Apparently this operation would be carried out with the IXo by invoking Adonai into the partner.  6: Tiphareth--Sun, Asar-un-nefer, 5o=6(.


     � 7: Netzach--Venus.  Love and the Goddess.  The sign of Mulier is described as that of Baphomet and is used to represent Babalon in the ritual Reguli.


     � 8: Hod--Mercury, knowledge, science.


     � 9: Yesod--Moon.  Foundation.  This exists on the Astral plane.


     � 10: Malkuth--earth.  Kingdom, Nephesch, body.


     � This refers to the work of the Man of Earth Triad of the O.T.O.  


     � The evil moon of Atu XVIII is easily associated with the Vampire.


     � By saying that this instruction is not included, it is not clear whether he intends that up until now it has not been included, or if he means that "what I am presenting here should not be practiced since it is evil."  Whatever the opinion of Crowley, we prefer to understand it by the latter.  Vampirism is karmically inexcusable.


     � No genital sexual penetration.


     � It is clear now that Crowley intends to deprecate this practice since he links his magical enemies to it.  However, the use of Oscar Wilde, who was a very great hero of Crowley's is thought-provoking.  Note that he implies that Wilde was much more successful and therefore suffered more.  The Horos family stole Golden Dawn documents to start a sexual orgy society based upon religio-magical intents.  Crowley may have been inspired by them.


     � This is apparently a metaphorical description of the Secret manner in which the Hermit (Magister Templi) sheds his light upon the world.  Use the imagery and ciphers from the previous commentaries to decode it.  I shall leave the passage without further comment.


     � "From nothing is nothing made."  Minerval--attraction to incarnation.  Io--birth.  IIo--Life.  IIIo--Death.  IVo--afterlife.


     � Thursday, Sept. 21, Autumnal Equinox of 1914.


     � On the Forbidden Secret.  To understand the following chapters which discuss sex magick, it is necessary to read Yang as phallus, Yin as vagina and Tao as Anus.  The previous chapters on the Tao are more exalted concepts, but it is not a coincidence that he chooses the word in both cases.  The Western Gates and the Doors of Silver are probably both metaphors for the vagina while the Rose Oriel [eastern] and the Portal of Pure Gold refer to the anus.  It must not be forgotten that although Motta's A... A... places a very high emphasis on the XIo that Crowley fluctuated somewhat, with this period being probably his most vehement misogynist-homosexual one.  The gender issues of this whole excerpt are highly dubious.


     � The phallus moves/thrusts (is active) and the ego is surrendered by it in orgasm.  This surrender is repeatable.  But the kteis is empty and seeks to be filled by the phallus, which it constricts (imagery of Liber LXV).


     � The woman reproduces that which the man imprints upon her by planting the seed in her womb.  In her orgasm there is no surrender of Hadit. (????)


     � XIo, sodomy.


     � On the Secret Through which any Spirit is Received in the Body.


     � NEMO = No man in Latin.  Study The Vision and the Voice, especially the 14th Aethyr and all material which discusses the function and initiation of the Magister Templi.


     � The Magister Templi is so magically advanced that there is no need for the magical circle to protect him from demons, etc.  He is able to absorb them by Love under Will.  Notice that the magical circle described by Crowley in Book 4 has the Triangle of Evocation within the circle itself.


     � Gift.  The sex act gives incarnation to the spirit.


     � This appears to be an esoteric description of the ritual of the VIIIo and also of De Arte Magica cap XIII.  The elixir gives life to the demon, and by consuming it, the demon is able to manifest through the magician and answer oracles thereby.


     � On the Qabalistic Key of this Art.


     � On the Mass of the Holy Ghost.  See Liber C, De Arte Magica, and Regardie's Tree of Life.  Crowley frequently identifies the Holy Ghost with the semen.  The Dove is the glyph of the vaginal fluid and semen combined and transmuted.


     � Hoor-pa-kraat, and the Babe of the Abyss. 


     � The part of the Eucharist which invokes the Holy Ghost--i.e. the orgasm.


     � The Shrill Scream of Orgasm.  See the Gnostic Mass.


     � Refer to Magick in Theory and Practice where the formula of ALIM is discussed, especially note 1 on page 27.


     � On Taking the Eagle.


     � See Liber XCIII vel Nike.


     � IXo O.T.O., see De Arte Magica, Liber C, Liber XXXVI, and Energized Enthusiasm.


     � The Aeon Press Edition says: De Clavibus (keys, not paths).


     � This Greek word is not present in the Aeon Press edition.


     � Greek: 'ILAPI(N


     � Liber D gives the following information of 367 (: A.I.Sh.V.final N. = Black [scil. of eye-pupil]: middle; homunculus. [a Hebrew-English dictionary only gave pupil and bull's eye.  The expression AIShVN LILH means "dead of night". No reference to homunculo or golem] also P.A.I.K.V.R.finalN. = Day Demon of 3rd Deacon of Gemini.  See Gershem Scholem's Kabbalah for traditional Jewish tales relating to the Golem.


     � An important, if not polemic doctrine is contained here: there are such things as souls, separate from physical bodies.  And, there are souls which are typical of humans and those which are of other entities of both higher and lower natures than humans.


     � This secret is contained in the Io initiation. Second Point: "O thou! Lady of the East! I hereby invoke upon this Candidate the Powers of Birth.  May he be brought safely from Darkness into Light. AUMN!  Send the Candidate on his travels with the Moon. (3 circles around the Well [womb] with the heart beat of the mother symbolized by the tom-tom.) This is the Pathway to the Knowledge of Thyself.  Be true toward thyself. (3 more circles)  This is the Pathway to the Perfection of Thyself.  Conquer thyself. (3 more circles)  This is the Pathway to the Truth.  Seek Beauty.  In Beauty is eternal Truth revealed."  The candidate has completed the nine months and is then immersed in the well.  The incarnation takes place after the first pause after 3 circles.


     � This process was a great fear of H.P. Lovecraft's, most notably in his tale "The Thing on the Doorstep."


     � At the time of writing, it is apparent that the only method for accomplishing this would be through the use of the ova ejected in menstruation.  Certainly Mr. Crowley did not have access to the sophisticated tools necessary to extract an embryo from the womb.


     � A medical term for "out of place."


     � Although test tube babies are a reality today, there has not yet been a case of a human being raised totally in vitro.  Yet, this is less a fault of science than a drawback of Judeo-Christian ethics, which sees the embryo as the sacred vehicle of a God-given soul.  Galileo never faced such a tough inquisition as the one which prevents real scientific investigation into the mysteries of life.  Certainly many of these experimental foetuses would die in the name of science, but the knowledge and power to be gained from the operation would vastly outweigh the moral drawbacks.  If, however, Crowley is correct in saying that the foetus is not human until three months of gestation, then there should be no moral pangs whatsoever.  The only laboratories for this operation can be in the enclaves of the very rich, who can afford to equip their facilities with the latest machines, scientists and physicians, not to mention "alchemists".  Assuming that the operation is possible, we may have the answer to the problem of undesirable manual labor.  A homunculus, fitted with the soul of an inferior "elemental" would be especially suited to menial work.  Perhaps the field of cloning represents the new direction of alchemy.  Whatever is the case, the equipment for the 21st Century alchemist is drastically more complex and expensive than that of Paracelsus.  Only a mindless idiot would hold forth the processes of the ancients as superior to these works.  Fear of the future has stopped the vitality of Christianity.  Let us as Thelemites move forward where they have halted.


     � Amniotic fluid.


     � The reader is instructed to study Moonchild very closely, for it is a literary and technical expose of the ideas presented throughout this document.  It is indispensable reading.


     � Nobody is quite certain which of these three is an accurate description of Dan Quayle or if he may be an example of some, hitherto undisclosed accident of alchemy or toxic waste.


     � This is the theme of Moonchild, and it represents another magical process of which Lovecraft was exceptionally terrified.  In his works, humans mate with frog-like demigods, or the formless beast Yog-Sothoth.  Anyway, the practices presented in De Nuptiis Secretis Deorum cum Hominibus probably have a two-fold purpose: (a) to prepare the magician for the marriage with the Holy Guardian Angel, and (b) to educate the magician in the nature of these beings so that this operation might be successfully carried out.  Recall that the elementals are of a lower nature and suited to the Adept, while the planetary spirits are more difficult and suited to the Magister Templi.  The serious student should examine Liber LXV and Liber VII with this idea in mind.


     � There is no god but man.  Every man and every woman is a star.


     � There is also an implication that such beings as these would indeed be willing to take up abode in human bodies.  This bespeaks a central doctrine of Dark Gnosticism (term coined by myself), that this imperfect earth is a delight for those fatigued by perfection.  The human soul is already perfect--we seek incarnation as an adventure.


     � Caliban--metathysis of cannibal.  The deformed, animal-like slave of Prosero in Shakespeare's Tempest.


     � At the writing, Crowley and Neuberg were still active partners, so it would seem that Neuburg was at least an unwitting victim of his master's humor.  He participated in many of Crowley's workings, including the Paris Working and the Rites of Eleusis.


     � As can be seen, the rite described in Grimorium Sanctissimum, practiced for the Paris Working, and detailed throughout Agape is in reality what Crowley intends by the operation of the Homunculo.  The semen of the magician is used as a vehicle of magical possession.  By ejaculating the magically charged semen into the seer, the result is a species of possession as the seer becomes a "homunculus" in that his/her own soul is dislodged temporarily for the purpose of an oracle.


     � It may also be a man.  In any case, a woman will have to devise a rather complex method of fathering a homunculus upon a man or even another woman.  Complex? yes, impossible? no.


     � This is probably to prevent the incarnation of a God (human).


     � These might actually evacuate the incarnated spirit.


     � Even given the ontological non-existence of spirits, the operation carried to these extremes will certainly program the parents in their reception and attitude towards the child.  There may even be some pre-natal imprinting.


     � Being that there are twelve signs of the zodiac which rotate once every twenty-four hours, each rising sign will pass after approximately two hours.  It is interesting that no instructions are offered for what to do with the child once born.





