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CHILDREN AND FAMILY COURT ADVISORY AND SUPPORT SERVICE

Paper for the Board meeting on 01 December 2006

Media Contact Policy
1
AIM AND PURPOSE

1.1
The policy provides guidance for staff about working with the media.  It sets out a range of principles and a protocol for who can interact with the media as well as a pro-forma for logging media contact.

2
ACTION FOR THE BOARD

2.1
To approve the attached media contact policy.

3
RECOMMENDATION

3.1
As above.

4
KEY STRATEGIC ISSUES FOR THE BOARD TO CONSIDER
4.1
Implementation of the policy will enable the board to receive statistical information on the nature and type of media enquiries and activity.

5
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1
None.

6.
RISKS

6.1       Approving the attached report will co-ordinate CAFCASS’ response to media enquiries thus reducing the risk of uncoordinated media activity.  

7
DIVERSITY

7.1
A centralised media contact policy will enable the communications department to better reflect the needs of our diverse service user base to external audiences.

8
LEGAL

8.1
This report incorporates comments made by Legal as comment about many individual cases is restricted by existing legislation.

Takki Sulaiman, Head of Communications

November 2006
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