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quite a few available, see below, for example, Irwin and Fine.

Ashworth, William B., Jr. “Natural History and the Emblematic World View,” in
Reappraisals of the Scientific Revolution, edited by David C. Lindberg and
Robert S. Westman, pp. 333-365. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1990. A clear exposition of the changes in the way the natural world and its
objects were viewed in the Renaissance.

Augustine. The Confessions, trans. by R. S. Pine-Coffin. New York: Penguin
Books, 1961. Most readable translation of this important work; easily available.
Follow St. Augustine on his circuit of the late classical world. Between the pious
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marketplace of 400 A.D. and St. Augustine’s real indebtedness to classical
thought.

Bacon, Francis. Selected Philosophical Works, ed. Rose-Mary Sargent.
Indianapolis, IN: Hackett, 1999. Good translation and collection, containing
selections from most of Bacon’s works that deal most closely with his method
and his impact on the history of science.

Benson, Robert L. and Giles Constable, eds. Renaissance and Renewal in the
Twelfth Century. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999. A recent and
lengthy work updating the classical study by Haskins. It consists of twenty-six
papers which cover the broad range of subjects which underwent dramatic
change during the twelfth century.

Cadden, Joan. “Science and Rhetoric in the Middle Ages: The Natural
Philosophy of William of Conches,” Journal of the History of Ideas 56, (1995):
1-24. Fine contextualization and exposition on the primary reading listed above
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Copernicus, Nicolas. On the Revolutions, tr. by Edward Rosen. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins Press, 1978. An excellent translation of De revolutionibus, including
all the important front matter and with a helpful introduction and annotations.

Crombie, A. C. Robert Grosseteste and the Origins of Experimental Science,
1000-1700. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953. Slightly dated at some points but
still a clear exposition of Grosseteste’s work and influence.
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to synthesize the disparate elements of Newton’s interests and activities into a
unified portrait of his scientific motivations.

. “Newton as Final Cause and First Mover,” Isis 85 (1994): 633-643.
The text of the Distinguished Lecture given by this expert on Newton’s alchemy
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Renaissance,” Janus 70 (1983): 171-212. A very interesting view of the
“wonderful” aspect of technology, with excellent examples and illustrations,
written in an engaging style.
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Lindberg, David C. Roger Bacon’s Philosophy of Nature. Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1983. Critical editions and translations of Roger Bacon’s works On the
Multiplication of Species and On Burning Mirrors, together with biographical
material on Bacon and analysis of his intellectual development and
contributions. Bacon’s text can be quite challenging for a twenty-first century
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overview of the role of humanism in early modern science, analyzing the various
scholarly views of the role of humanism in science.

. Technology, Society, and Culture in Late Medieval and Renaissance
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Plato. Republic. There are a huge number of translations of this important work
available, many with commentaries of greater or lesser value. The most
important section for historians of science is Book VII, which contains the
«Parable of the Cave,” a key exposition of Plato’s ontology and epistemology.
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