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STORY SO FAR... 
Hello, I’m ToKru Honda, and I have come 
to know a terrible secret. After the death 
of my mother, I was living hy myself in a 

tent, when the Sohma family took me 
in. I soon learned that the Sohma 

family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful 
Spirit of an animal from the Chinese 

Zodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 
weak or is hu^ed by a member of the 
opposite sex, that person changes into 

his or her Zodiac animal! 
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Mabudaehi Trio 

SW^ure Sohma, the Do^ 
Enigmatic, mischievous and a little 
perverted. A popular novelist. 

jlliori SohmallHil^^li^ 
j^lply doctor to the 

cure is his bro1cen|pi||f ||||^^ 

mm4^ i^me Sohma, the Snake 
Yuki’s older brother. A proud and playful 
drama queen...er,king. Runs a costume shop. 

^^n^chan." Can ' ' 
peopIe^s “waves.’' 

^ - - .- ■ W" 
.Tohru’sBestFriencte 
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I HAVE TO 

FACE WHAT 

TVEBEEN 

RUNNING 
SOHARD 

ITHURTS. 
ANSWER 

TO THAT 

QUESTION- 

N0TJU5T 

THE WHAT, 

BUT THE 

HOW... 

irSALL 
SOPAMN 

SIMPLE 

irsso 
SIMRLE. 

TODAYS 

THE PAY 
I SAY IT. 
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WHAT IS 

THIS? WHO 

SAID YOU 



WHAT IS 

THIS? WHO 

SAID YOU 



NORMAL 

YOU'RE 
Juii 

WORKERS 

AT HOME 

THIS TIME 

OF PAY? 
YOU NEVER 

DID TAKE 

\ WORK 

SERIOUS- 

HAVENT 
BEEN 

FEELING 
VERY 

WELL 

LATELY. 
FAULT DO 

YOU THINK 

THAT IS?! 

I'M TAKING 

SOME 

TIME OFF. 

...AW 
SET TO 
BOILING. 

irSLIKE 
ALL THOSE 
FEELIN65 

mee 
TOSSED INTO 

A POT... 

WHY DON'T f ) 
YOU JUST [_y 

ADMIT TO 
WHAT YOU 

DID?! YOU BET 

I IT'S YOURS! 

.WHAT? 

MINE? 

ASSUME 
...JUST YOU'LL BE 

BECAUSE FORGIVEN... 
YOUR HAND 

IN IT WAS 

PASSIVE. 
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KNOW 

OUTSIDE. 

J'M 
SHAKING. 

NO 
MATTER 

WHAT. 

ADMITTED 

HEY! YOU 

HEARD 
HIM, DIDN'T 

YOU?! 

CONTACT 

THE MAIN 

HOUSE! 

MAKE 
THEM 

COME AND 
DRAG HIM 

OUT OF 
MY SIGHT! 
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irsso 
OBVIOUS, 

IT'SALMOST 
STUPID. 

THOUGH! 
COULPNTPO 
SOMETHING 
SOSIMPLE... 

ANY 
NORMAL 
PERSON... 

..YOU DIDN'T 
MANEFUN 

OFME 

YOU 
DIDN'TGET 

FRUSTRATED 
WITHME 

.WOULDN'T 
HAVETO 
DECLARE 

THINGS 
EVERY 
SINGLE 

TIME 

YOU DIP ALL 
YOU COULD 
TOSUPPIXT 
ME, TO CAPE 

FORME.. 
WH-WHAT 

ON EARTH 
ARE YOU 

TALKING 
ABOUT? 

THEY 
WOULDH'T 
HAVE TO 

BEAFRAtP. 

...YOU'RE SO 
IMPORTANT 

TOME. 

THAT 

WOULD 

NEVER BE 
ALLOWED. 

...TO KEEP 
REACHING 

OUT TO ME. 

UVEA 
NORMAL 

LIFE? 
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CHILD 

SiMi^SE-?;^® 

EVERYONE 

KNOW HOW 
MUCH SHAME 

I'VE HAD 
TO ENDURE 
BECAUSE , 
OF YOU?! , 

LAUGH?! 

ME BACK 
FOR WHAT 
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IT'S NOT 
MY FAULT! 
YOU DROVE 
HER TO IT! BOTH 

OF you. 
ARE YOU 

TRYING TO 
PUT THE 

BLAME ON 
ME NOW?! 

NOTMV 

IT'S NOT 
MY FAULT! 

YOU 
MONSTER! 

IT'S NOT MY 
FAULT YOU 
WERE BORN! 

I DIDN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
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AMP I'M 

N0T60NNA 
MAKE50ME 

COP-OUT 

EXCUSE.. 

...LIKE 7 
WOULD'VE 

UNPEPSrOOP 

IF TP JUST 

BEEN OLDER." 

FmLL-y. tfiWpMrmsir 
ilSyouTOpiE. 

iwwra).. 

WFORYOU TO NOT GIVE, 

Mupom vourselfP-^ 

WHILE you Vi/EREi 

STILL ALIVE 

I WANTED 

you... 

TO LIVE 

^FtarL'-' 
ANy/HING 

BACK- 
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GIVE UP ON 

MYSELF. 

ANYMORE. 

I'M STILL 

SOMEBODY! 

SOMEBODY 

HELP ME! 
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SIMPLE. 

M5WEP, 
Am THE 
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I GUESS 
I HAVE NO 

CHOICE IFI'M 
GONNA GO 
ONLMNG 

rvE 
GOTTA 
KEEP 
GOING 

TMSURE 
Hisom 

ANSWER... 

...ISSO 
SIMPLEITS 
SCARY TOO. 

OKAY? 

I'LL NEVER 

ALLOW IT! 
TERRIFYING 
AMOUNT 
OF TIME 

BECAU5E\,"|! 

YOU If 
TALKED Kl 
TOME h 
first, a Y'KNOW? 



I GUESS 
I HAVE NO 

CHOICE IFI'M 
GONNA GO 
ONLMNG 

rvE 
GOTTA 
KEEP 
GOING 

TMSURE 
Hisom 

ANSWER... 

...ISSO 
SIMPLEITS 
SCARY TOO. 

OKAY? 

I'LL NEVER 

ALLOW IT! 
TERRIFYING 
AMOUNT 
OF TIME 

BECAU5E\,"|! 

YOU If 
TALKED Kl 
TOME h 
first, a Y'KNOW? 















43 

rPHEARP 
BIT50F 

THESTORY 
FROM 
TOHRU 



43 

rPHEARP 
BIT50F 

THESTORY 
FROM 
TOHRU 



"WE DONT 

THINK TOHRU- 
KUN WANTS 

TO SEE YOU 
RIGHT now; 

BECAUSE 

TKAT'S LOW, 

EVEN FOR- 

ARE YOU 

MESSING 

WITH ME? 

MESSING 

WITH 

YOU? YIKES! THAT 

SCARED ME. 

DO YOU 

THINK WE 
WOULD 

LIE ABOUT 

TOHRU- 

KUN'S 

FEELINGS... 

WELL, HE 
MARCHED IN 

HERE AND 

WOULD 

U 
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TOHRU-KUN 

SEEMS TO 

THINK HE 
DUMPED HER. 

WHENEVER HIS 

NAME CAME 

UP, HONDA- 

SAN WAS 

OBVIOUSLY 

SCARED. 

^ SOMEONE 

TELLS YOU 

1 THEY'RE 

IT'S \ DISILLU- 

EASYTO \ SIONED... . 

INTERPRET 

THAT... 4 1 r 

A-AND IF I DON'T 

SEE HER SOON, 

IT'LL BE LIKE I'M 

CONFIRMING IT! 

f'ruiis 

slice fo meef you amd 

Sello. Tm Takaya, 

preset^fiin^ Volume 22. 

Tl^e cover Sas Tol^rus 

l?addy om if fl^is fime 

arouKid. X w&i ^oim^ io 

make ike color bekfi^d 

kirn wkiie, buf ikem ke 

would er\d up lookim^ like 

Akkii, SO I ckam^ed if. 

(Ji mi^kf r\oi matter 

muck, but ir\ my kead, 

Akkii k<^S a wkiie ima^e.) 

slow iken. Ir\ ike 

maaazir\e, t'uruba k^S 

sareSj reacked iis /ir\al 

ckoipier. Tke me^i volume 

will be ike Iasi ^rapkic 

novel- 

Someiimes people ask 

me i'f ikai makes me 

sad, b\A ii doesn’i-- 

noi really, anyway. An 

auikor never actvally says 

goodbye io ker works. 

Iis irue ikai a man^a 

ends, bui iis someikin^ 

ikai will coniinue io exisi 

inside me forever. lAaybe 

I’m noi explaining ii very 

well? E>asically, wkai 

I wani io say is ikai 

I ikink ike ones wko 

will really be sad will be 

ike people wko kave 

kepi reading and loving 

i'uruba. 

Tkank you very muck, 

slow please en^oy 

i'uruba Volume 22/ 

TALKING 

ABOUT. 

,..AS THEM ^ 

SAYING 

GET lost; i 

WHY THE 

HELL DIDN'T 

YOU GUYS 

TELL ME 
SOMETHING 

THAT 

IMPORTANT?! 

TH-THAT'S 

THE WORST 

MISUNDER¬ 

STANDING! 

EVERYBOPy 
KNOW5HOW 

your WO 
FEEL ABOUT 
EACH OTHER 
THAT DOESN'T 
BOTHER yOU^ 
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AMYWAy, 
DON'T YOU 

DARE COME 
SEE HER UNTIL 
SHE'S OUT OF 

THE HOSPITAL 
IF YOU DO... 

NO ONE 
CARES ABOUT 

WHAfS 
CONVENIENT 

FOR YOU, 
STUPID. 

THINK 
ABOUT 

IT. 

PULL 

OFF WHAT, 

I WONDER? 
IT DOESN'T 

CHANGE THE 
FACT THAT 

YOU MADE HER 
CRY. YOU PISS 
ME OFF. YOU'D 

BETTER DO 
SOME SERIOUS 
REFLECTION, 

DUMBASS! 

CAN'T 

YOU CUT 

EVERYONE 

A BREAK... 

THEYRE 

LETTING 
...AND LET 

HER BELONG 

TO ALL OF 

US FOR JUST 

A LITTLE 

LONGER? 

WHEN THEY 

DO, YOU'LL 

HAVE HER ALL 

TO YOURSELF, 

ANYWAY. 

WHO DIED 

AMD MADE 

YOU TWO 

QUEENS?! 

ITS A 

CUTE, 

SELFISH 

WISH. 
’ SHE'S 

GETTING 

, OUT. 

SORRY, BUT 

I DON'T PLAN 

ON EVER 
KNOWING 

THAT. 

...Mf/ 
SUPPOSED 

TODO 
TWAV...? 

505HE 
ISAIST 
GETTING 

BACK 
AT ME. 

SO THEN 
WHAT... 

I WAS 
THINKING.. 
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WE REALLY 

DO NEED HIM 

TO WAIT 

UNTIL SHE'S 

OUT OF THE 

HOSPITAL 

WE DON'T 

WANT HER 

TO CRY 

ON US. 

.1 SUPPOSE \ 

I FEEL A 

LITTLE 

SORRY 

FOR HIM. / 

TELL 
SHI5HOU 
ABOUT 

YESTERPAY. / AND IF HE ^ 

CAME, SHE 
mULD 

PROBABLY RUN 

AWAY BEFORE 

SHE EVEN 

PUT ON 

, HER SHOES. 

DO YOU 

REALLY? 

HUNH. 

SHE STILL 

NEEDS HER 

REST. WE'RE 

PROTECTING 

HER. 
THIS WAS 
A SHOCK 

CRAPJ 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE SAID 
ANYTHING 

TO GIVE HER 
THE WRONG 
IDEA LIKE 

WOULDN'T 
DOSOME 
THINGS... 

...WE NEED 

TO TAKE 

THIS STAND. 

SIMPLY SAYING 

HIS NAME 

REALLY DOES 

AFFECT HER. 

IDIDN'T 
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MELOVEP. 

SHOULD 

SEE HIM? 

PROBABLY 

rVEBEEN 
THINKING, 

KURENO- 

SAN'526 

YEARSIN 

THIS WORLD. 

WHAT... 

SHOULD I, 

THING5HE 
BUT 

HE KURENO. 

DOESN'T 

BLAME . 

ME. HBH 

THE THINGS 

THE THINGS... HECOULPNT. 
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/rms 
so 

SIMPLE. 
KURENO- 

5AN 
MENTIONED 

THAT... , 

...HE HAS 

SOMEONE., 

/ ...HE 

HAS 

TO "BE 

THERE" 

YOU'RE 

THE ONE, 
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ITWASM^ 

KURENO- 
5ANHAP 
LIVEP26 

BARELY 

PARTOF 

IVBEEN 
POLISHING THE 
MEMORIESOF 
THAT OhE PAY 

OVER ANP OVER 

! THOUGHT 

PATHETIC 

ANP THAT 
MORTIFIEP 

ME 
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DOES IT 

MATTER? 
REALLY. 

RIGHT NOW, I CAN WAIT. 

BUT TM NOT 
GONNA BE LEFT 
OUT OF THINGS. 

I WANNA 

TALK TO- 

NOT ANYMORE 

WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING 

HERE? 
THIS IS 

SHISHOU'S 

HOUSE. 
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LEAVING 

ALREADY? 

SHE'SUKE 
FRIENDS 

WITH 
EVERYBODY! 

WHY? irs 
CUTE. YOU 

SHOULD 

BE MORE 

CONFIDENT. 
HE 

PROMISED. SO YOU 

WENT TO 

SEE YOUR 

FATHER? 

HM? Oa HE 

CAME TO SEE 

TOHRU-KUN IN 

THE HOSPITAL, 
SO I CAME 

ALONG. 

I WANTED 

TO THANK 

KAZUMA-SAN. 

THEY'RE 
LIKE,. 

FRIENDS! 
SACK! 
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CORRECTING 

THE 

TWISTED 

ATTITUDES 

OF YOUR 

FATHER... 

AND THEN 
KURENO-5AN 
REALLY PIP 
LEAVE THE 

SOHMA HOME 

.AND THE 

PEOPLE 

HEPIPNT 
TELL A LOT 
OFPEOPLE 

^ ANPHE fi Boot RIP OF 
ANYTHING HE 

.i COULPNT 
€ CARRV 
m WITHHIM. av; 

•PROBABLY 

...THINGS WCXJLP 
WORKOUT 

BETTERIFHE 
LEFT THINGS LIKE 
HE'PNEVEREVEN 

BEEN THERE. 

BE QUITE 
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LOOKING 

FOR A JOB 

WHO 

CARES IF 

I'M OKAY? 
I LIKE IT 

BUT! THINK 
ITS OKAY FOR 
50MEPE0PLE 

TO BE THE 
OPPOSITE TO ALWAYS 

PUT THEM’ 
SELVES LAST 

SMILED. 

THAT'S NOT 

YOU'RE OKAY 

WITH THIS? 
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WRITING 

BUT YOU \| 

STILL KEEP 1 

PUSHING TO GET V>J. 
WHAT ONLY 

YOU WANT. I 
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Tl^ere arei^'f mai^vj columns 

(a^Ain) fill's volume... 

Me was Mard fo draw, 

ycf e«5y io draw. 

Kureno 

• Kureno, his /aH^er, 

and hlS mother make 

hlS a {amilj o{three. 

• Since becoming an adult, 

he hasn't interacted 

with hiS parents much. 

• And ever Since he 

became the /irst one 

to become normal, he 

avoided interacting 

with the other members 

o{the Zodiac. 

• Me m«y have been the 

most lonely o{all. 

• When he {irst showed 

up (when he met 

Uo-chan {or the {irst 

time at the convenience 

store), he was holding 

a lot o{ ba^s o{snacks 

because Akito suddenly 

said she wanted to eat 

them late at ni^ht--SO 

he’d ^one to buy them. 

• I'm ashamed to say 

it, but 1 couldn't maic/e 

the time to eyplain 

that reason in the 

main story.... 

• dome to think o{it, 

how does everyone 

pronounce "Kureno"? 

With me, it changes 

whenever I say it. 

• Sometimes I’ll accent 

it the same way 1 

do "^Aomi^i,”and 

sometimes it’s the 

same as "Shi^ure. ” 

HE WANTS 
TO TALK? 

AKITO 
WANTS TO 

ME SAYS HE 
WANTS ALL 
THE ZODIAC 
TOGETHER. 

I NEVER. 

I WONDER 
WHAT HE 

AND THAT 
INCLUDES 

ME? CHANGED. 



s 

I 

i 

Tl^ere arei^'f mai^vj columns 

(a^Ain) fill's volume... 

Me was Mard fo draw, 

ycf e«5y io draw. 

Kureno 

• Kureno, his /aH^er, 

and hlS mother make 

hlS a {amilj o{three. 

• Since becoming an adult, 

he hasn't interacted 

with hiS parents much. 

• And ever Since he 

became the /irst one 

to become normal, he 

avoided interacting 

with the other members 

o{the Zodiac. 

• Me m«y have been the 

most lonely o{all. 

• When he {irst showed 

up (when he met 

Uo-chan {or the {irst 

time at the convenience 

store), he was holding 

a lot o{ ba^s o{snacks 

because Akito suddenly 

said she wanted to eat 

them late at ni^ht--SO 

he’d ^one to buy them. 

• I'm ashamed to say 

it, but 1 couldn't maic/e 

the time to eyplain 

that reason in the 

main story.... 

• dome to think o{it, 

how does everyone 

pronounce "Kureno"? 

With me, it changes 

whenever I say it. 

• Sometimes I’ll accent 

it the same way 1 

do "^Aomi^i,”and 

sometimes it’s the 

same as "Shi^ure. ” 

HE WANTS 
TO TALK? 

AKITO 
WANTS TO 

ME SAYS HE 
WANTS ALL 
THE ZODIAC 
TOGETHER. 

I NEVER. 

I WONDER 
WHAT HE 

AND THAT 
INCLUDES 

ME? CHANGED. 



WHAT ABOUT 

5HIGURE? 

I FORGOT. 

REALLY NOT 

PULLING YOUR 

PUNCHES 
THESE DAYS, 

ARE YOU? ' 

HEARING THE 

STUPID VOICE 
OF AN IDIOT 

REMINDED ME. 

figh» 
ALOT^ YOU 

' MEAN 

iSHIGURE?, ...FIGHTING 

THESE 

THINGS BY 

HIMSELF? 

THEY SAY 

TEASING'S A 

SIGN OF LOVE. HE'S BEEN 

OUT OF THE 

HOUSE A LOT 

LATELY. 
THE "INSIDE" 

PEOPLE LOOK 

CONFUSED 

I'M REALLY 

1 SORRY. 

FORGET IT-JUST 
TELL ME WHAT 

YOU REMEMBERED 
ALREADY! 

30 
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ARE VERY LUCKY. 

OKAY-I KNOW 
NOW! I KNOW 

SHE'S GETTING 
OUT! 

THE PRINCE 

TOLD YOU 

ALREADY? THAT'S 

NO FUN. 

SO NOW IT'S 
OKAY, RIGHT?! 

IT'S OKAY FOR 
ME TO GO PICK 

HER UP?! 

I'M SORRY. 

Kin\JU9l I'M REALLY 

DESTROY. 

...THE 
ISOUTED 

ROOM. 

YOU ONbY^ 
RE/MEAii^; 

I WONDER 

IF THAT 

MEANS 

HE'LL BE 

A LITTLE 

FREE. 

AND IF HE 
CAN BE WITH 
H0NDA-5AN. 
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FOUND OUT 

YOU PICKED 

IT OUT... 
.SHE MIGHT NOT 

WEAR WHAT 
WE GET HER. 

irs...0KAy. 
I'LL MAKE 

AN EFFORT 

MY, HOW 

TERRIBLE. 

WHAT DO 

YOU THINK'LL 

LOOK GOOD ON 

HER, KYON? WHAT? 

CLOTHES? 

WE THOUGHT 

WE'D GET HER 

A PRESENT TO 

CELEBRATE 

HER GETTING 

BETTER. / 

REALLY 
YOU KINDA 

SOUND 

LIKE AN 

OLD MAN. 

MAYBE WE 
SHOULDN'T 

I DO THIS. ; 

YOU CANT 

GET UPSET IF 

SHE RUNS AWAY 

FROM YOU. 

THIS IS 

SUPPOSED 

TO BE ONE 

OF THE 

THINGS 

MEN ARE 

GOOD FOR. 

EFFORT 

OF THE 
TWO OF 
THEM. 
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/ I WORKED 

I A LITTLE 

HARDER 

SHEALREAPy 

KNOWS. 

ANPSHEHAS 
FORA WHILE 

INMYCASE. 
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n^-SViV /i^. 

mim 
ilK 

SfT^J 

HAVE YOU S 
SEENKIMI'S I 

BRUSH? S 

I HAVE TO 
TELL HER. 

^-.THATSHE 
MAY OR MAY 
NOT ACCEPT 

...THEN I HAVE 
TO TELL HER 

THE ONE THING.. lEI WANT TO STAY 
WfTHHER... 

EH, YOU 

PROBABLY 

JUST 

FORGOT IT 

AT HOME. 

BUT I ALWAYS 

CARRY THAT 

BRUSH 

WITH ME. ARE YOU 

GOING TO 

BANQUET? 
HAVE YOU 

SEEN IT 
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•IM^ 

}F^^m 
iti ^-i’:! 

Misfit 

ME AND 60 

WHEREVER 

YOU PLEASE, 

WELU AS 
LONG AS 

YOU'LL BE 

RELEASED 

FROM ME. 

...FROM 

YOUR BAD 

BEHAVIOR.. SATISFIED. 

...THEN 

I WILL BE 

RELIEVED. 

TEMPER OF 

YOURS WON'T 

BE CURED 

OVERNIGHT. 
rshiom^ 
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TEASING 
YOU. 

BE SURE 

NOT TO GET 

THOSE TWO 

CONFUSED. YOU COULD 

CALL IT A 

FAREWELL 

PRESENT. 
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I'M SURE YOU 

PONT WANT ME 

GETTING IN THE 

WAY OF YOUR 

LONG-AWAITED 

, REUNION. / 

MYSELF. 

^ PONT ^ 
JUST BE SCREW THIS 

YOURSELF. UP, YEAH? j 
YOUR STUPID, / 

NORMAL . ./ 

mAr 
WASBEING 

NORMAL 
LIKE? 

"NORMAL. 

HOWDIP 
I ALWAYS 
USED TO 
TALK TO 

HER? 

F0R50ME 
REASON I PONT 
REALLY KNOW 

ANYMORE 

MORE 

THING... 

IMPORTANT 

WHATEVER 

YOU SAY. 

FORSOME 
REASON... 

ANPWHEN 
! FINALLY 

I THOUGH 
YOU WERE 

GOING TO GET 

HONPA-SAN 

I WISH HE 

UNLESS... 
TM NERVOUS 

BECAUSE 
! FINALLY 

SEEHER? 

I SHOULDN'T 

YOU BE 

GOING 

SOON? 

...TM 
INSANELY 
NERVOUS. 

TM 
FREAKING 
OUTMORE 

BY THE 
SECONP. 

SEENME 
LIKE THIS. 
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RIGHT I 
NO^,POI I 
REALLY... I 

j| ...STILL 

m UKEHERf 

WHAT 

DO! LIKE 

ABOUT 

HERT 

AMP WHAT 

PO! LIKE 

ABOUT THAT? 

I r ' 

50MUCH 
STUFFHAS 
HAPPEhlEP 
RECENTLY. 

ANP5HE 
THINKS 

IPUMPEP 
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MONEOF 
THAT... I LOVE 

HER. 

...REALLY 
MATTERS 
AT ALL. 

I LOVE HER. 

.SOMUCH. 
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Amy 
FI^OM 

KYO-KUN, 

...mAr/ 
PLANNED 

AT ALL 

Chapter 129 

IMADEA 
DECISION. 

THIS 
WASN'T... 

IT'SSO... 
STRANGE 

AND 
CRAZY. 

% 
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ISAW 
HIM... 
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I CANT. 

I CAN'T 
KEEP... 

I'LL ONLY 
TPOUBLE 

THEM. 

...HESI¬ 
TATING. 

EVEPy- 
ONE.. 

mm 

AND NOT 
LETTING 

GO. 

rM DISILL 
U5I0NED." 

...AND KVO-KUN. 



I CANT. 

I CAN'T 
KEEP... 

I'LL ONLY 
TPOUBLE 

THEM. 

...HESI¬ 
TATING. 

EVEPy- 
ONE.. 

mm 

AND NOT 
LETTING 

GO. 

rM DISILL 
U5I0NED." 

...AND KVO-KUN. 



REALLY. 

! CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 

RIGHT 

I WASN'T 
LYING 
WHEN! 

THOUGHT... 

"THAT'S 
OKAY." -^EVENIFJ. 

ICANTPO 
THAT, NO 
MATTER 

WHAT 
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STOP 
CPyiMG! 

IPONT 
WANT 

TOBEA 
BURDEN 

I DON'T 
WANT 

HIM TO 
HATE ME 

STOP! 

I CANT 
COhimOL IT. 

WTrBEimMlIH'HIMi 

...BREAKS \ 
MYHEART. 

IPOh/rWANTHIM. 
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PISILLUSIOMEP 
ANYMORE. 

I WASN'T 

MOUTH. 
PLETELY 

/ I SHOULD'VE 

KNOWN 

BETTER. 

...SHOULD'VE 

KNOWN THAT 

THIS WORLD... 

ME, OF ALL 

PEOPLE... 

I CAN'T LET 

THAT SAME 

THING HAPPEN 
THAT WOULD 

BE LIKE... 

.THINKING 

MYSELF. 
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GIVE ME 

ONE UST 

CHANCE? 
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I '' 

THOUSANDS 

OF TIMES 

HUNDREDS 

OF TIMES 

! CAN HEAR THE 
WORDSOVERAND 

0VERA6AIN. 

AND NOW.. 

TENS OF TIMES. 

"s ’as-, 

...THIS 
REALLY IS.. 
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I-I'M SORRY. 
UM,WHEN 

DID YOU... 

WHEN?! 

IF YOU 

REALLY 

R-RIGHTI 

TRY TO 

REMEMBER 

OKAY? 
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,1 REALLY DO 
LOVE YOU. 

AWi 
1' H ' « :5 V'i 

H / ^ i 
|r A '' ^ ■,l VcV; 

P HI 1’, i 



I REALLY, 
REALLY 

,1 REALLY DO 
LOVE YOU. 

AWi 
1' H ' « :5 V'i 

H / ^ i 
|r A '' ^ ■,l VcV; 

P HI 1’, i 















JEALOUS. 

SERIOUS 

you WERE 

SOMUCH... 

..PRETTIER 

THANME 
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! WAS TRYING 
TOPESTROY.. 

..THE WORLD 
THAT YOU 

WI5HEPF0R 

VONTPMPE 
THINGS INTO 
categories: 

...BECAUSE 
YOU WERE 

LONELY AND 
SCARED 

LIKE 
'PRETTY. 

PRETTY. 

YOU SAY. 

ITPOESNT 
CHANGE THE 

FACT... 

...THATTM 
PRETTY, 

AKITO-SAN? 

...THAT 
IHURT 

YOU A LOT, 
AKITO-SAN. 

...YOU JUST 
USE THEM TO 

SEPARATE 
YOURSELF 

THEN 
YOURE 

PRETTY 
rnn 

YOU WERE ^ 
PAINFULLY 
INNOCENT. I 

ITPOESNT 
MATTER IF IT 

WASRIGHT 
OR WRONG. 
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"BEGINNINGS 
HAPPEN BECAUSE 

THEREAPE 
\ ENPINGS" 

NOTNOW. 

I DON'T WANT 
TO HEAR....... 
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lEmpM 

I LOST SOMETHING. 

AND I PONT HAVE A 
SINGLE GUARANTEE 
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TO BELIEVE IN THEM 
AFTER THE FACT 

■HpKjB V|H HUi m bh 1^1 
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THANK YOU. 

FOKKEEPING.. 

THE VEPyDISTANT. 

.PROMISE 

THANK you. 

IS SOME¬ 
THING 

WRONG? 

YOU SAID 

IT WAS 

IMPORTANT 
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Chapter 131 

THE 
PERSON 

WAS 
ALONE 

BUT THE 
PERSON WAS 
STILL ALONE 

FORA 
LONG, 
LONG 
TIME 

ANP GOODBYE. 
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...A CAT 
CAME TO 

VISIT. 

A FEAR OF 
GErriNGHURT. 

THE CAT BOWED HIS 
head REVERENTLY. 

ONE PAY.. 
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wm 

fANPSENTOUr 
'MANV/MANV': 
^INVITATIONS.: 

you ARE A VERY 
MYSTERIOUS PERSON. ^ 

1 CANNOT STOP BEING 
ATTRACTED TO YOU'^ 

1AM MERELY 
A STRAY CAT... SUDDENLY 

GODHAD 
AN IDEA. 

'!SEE MAYBE! 
CANGET ALONG 
WITH OrHEES... 

BUT PLEASE LET ME 
BE BY YOUR SIDE." 

GOD. ...A5L0NGA5 
TH05E0THER5 

AREN'T PEOPLE. 

...WROTE 
MANY, MANY 
INVITATIONS. 

FROM THAT TIME ON. 
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Xh/P'GOP, TOO/fAUGHEPj 
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mwGREPL 

NOTHING COULD HIS LIFE HAP 
BE PONE BUN OUT 

BUTONENIGHT 
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...THAT SOMEPAV^ 
EVERYONE WOULD DIE 

THE BANQUETS WOULD 
COME TO AN END 

NOMA TTER HOW MUCH 
THEY ENJOYED THEM... 

V 

ANDDREWA 
QRCLEONA 
5AKECUP. 
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SUN AS well: 
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WITH/NARING 
ofpeople: 



OTHER^<, 

...GOP WAS LEFT 
ALL ALONE AGAIN. 

THEY WERE 
FILLED 

WITH THE 
SENSE 

THAT THE 
CAT HAD 

BETRAYED 
THEM. 

THE CAT 
TWITCHED 

HIS TAIL ONE 
LAST TIME 
ANDDIED. 

^ "NEXTjm^4^ 
I PONT WANT TO 
MEET you WITH 

ONLY THOSE 
. OF US here: 

^-JOfNTWANTTO 
^mii^EEYOU/N 
^^^^'themoonught: HAPPy^OEEi 

w/THiyou:: 

"/WANT TO MEET 
you WHILE . 

yOURE SMILING... 
yyF,ONEMORE\ 

%mM1 :j 

...WEBOTH" 

PIEANPARE 
REBORN... 

:/WANT TO SEE 
'you SMILING UNPER 
THE LIGHT OF THE 

SUN AS well: 

...ANPIFWE 
MEETAGA/N... 

WITH/NARING 
ofpeople: 



0 

"WE'LL HOLD OUR 

EVERYONE 
HA5F0R- 
GOTTEN... 

ANP AS MANY TIMES 
AS WE WANT/, 

"FORASLONGAS 
WEWfSFj;^ 

.BUTEVERYONE 
IS WAITING ON 

THEOTHER 
SIPEOFOUR 
promise: 

THEIR FIRST 
MEMORIES 

BECAUSEGOP 
WASSUPPORTEP 
BY THE PROMISE 

NOW IT'S 

THEIRFIR5T 
PROMISE, 

"WITHOUT CHANGING/ 

"! MAY BE SAP ANP 
ALONENOW... 



0 

"WE'LL HOLD OUR 

EVERYONE 
HA5F0R- 
GOTTEN... 

ANP AS MANY TIMES 
AS WE WANT/, 

"FORASLONGAS 
WEWfSFj;^ 

.BUTEVERYONE 
IS WAITING ON 

THEOTHER 
SIPEOFOUR 
promise: 

THEIR FIRST 
MEMORIES 

BECAUSEGOP 
WASSUPPORTEP 
BY THE PROMISE 

NOW IT'S 

THEIRFIR5T 
PROMISE, 

"WITHOUT CHANGING/ 

"! MAY BE SAP ANP 
ALONENOW... 



"GOODBYE. 

TOGETHER 

ms 
REALLY... 

DIFFICULT. 

WE WERE 

J TOGETHER, .SEE THIS 

PERSON 

BLESSING. 



"GOODBYE. 

TOGETHER 

ms 
REALLY... 

DIFFICULT. 

WE WERE 

J TOGETHER, .SEE THIS 

PERSON 

BLESSING. 



^ you 
MUST 

BE CON¬ 

FUSED. 

THIS ISN'T 

EXACTLY... 

...WHAT 

I WANTED. 



^ you 
MUST 

BE CON¬ 

FUSED. 

THIS ISN'T 

EXACTLY... 

...WHAT 

I WANTED. 







AS MANY 

TIMES AS 

YOU WANT 

PROMISE. 



AS MANY 

TIMES AS 

YOU WANT 

PROMISE. 



THOSE DAYS THAT 
WEEE50HAPPY 

THE PAYS THAT 
WERE50HAPP 
TO PARTWITH 



THOSE DAYS THAT 
WEEE50HAPPY 

THE PAYS THAT 
WERE50HAPP 
TO PARTWITH 



...WALL 
OF you... 

...WHO CONTINUED 
TOSHOULPER 

THAT EXHAUSTED 
PROMISE.. 

THEPROMISE 
THAT LOST ITS 
ORIGINAL FORM. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING I WANT TO 

TELL you... 



...WALL 
OF you... 

...WHO CONTINUED 
TOSHOULPER 

THAT EXHAUSTED 
PROMISE.. 

THEPROMISE 
THAT LOST ITS 
ORIGINAL FORM. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING I WANT TO 

TELL you... 



A STORY 
OFLONG, 

LONGAGO 

THEFIRST 
MEMORIES 

THAT 
EVERYONE 

FORGOT. 

/T WASN'T 
UNTIL 

MUCH... 

.MUCH. 



A STORY 
OFLONG, 

LONGAGO 

THEFIRST 
MEMORIES 

THAT 
EVERYONE 

FORGOT. 

/T WASN'T 
UNTIL 

MUCH... 

.MUCH. 



B^fiorS^irria 

Ay\d everyone \a/1<\o re^ds £KK\d 

$vppori$ fill's mnayx^A. 

THE CAT'S 
WISH ms 
FINALLY 
GRANTED. 

kirxOW vJ^o. 

Tlryis bee¥\ hJaisukf Tak^' 



B^fiorS^irria 

Ay\d everyone \a/1<\o re^ds £KK\d 

$vppori$ fill's mnayx^A. 

THE CAT'S 
WISH ms 
FINALLY 
GRANTED. 

kirxOW vJ^o. 

Tlryis bee¥\ hJaisukf Tak^' 



Fans Basket is kack thanks to awesome intern Stephanie Trautwein from 
los Anodes* She picked out a ^eat hatch of art to hi^hli^t and wrote some 

inspired comments* Thanks for 3l your help, Stephanie! And of course, thanks 
to all the fans who keep sending us their wonderful work. To properly thank 
you all, we are sending out postcards to all of you who provided addresses* 
And to those who we couldn’t reach, please know that we appreciate you so 
much. Thank you for helping make Fruits Basket the phenomenon that it is! 

And so we can continue to appreciate all the ^eat fan artyou ^uys provide, 
TOKYOPOP is starting something new. From now on, please do NOT 
send any more fan art to our office. Huh? What? Belax! What we want 

instead is for you to upload the images to our wehsite! This way, everyone 
can appreciate your work even after volume 23 is published. Check the 

end of this Section for exactly what to do. Fruits Basket Forever! 

- Alexis Kirsch, Editor 

Jessica tin 
A^el3 

Lexini^ton, MA 

I have to tell you, I wish I could draw this well when I was 
thirteen-or even now, for that matter! This artwork is so 

darling Akito and Yuki’s hair is shaped with ^eat ^ace and 
the eyes^ especially Yuki’s, show ^eat emotion. The question 
on Yuki’s ri^t side he^ to he thou^t about. Is it love or is 
it hate? I do not think I understand the answer yet'do you? 

Next time in... 

The Journey’s End... 

Curses have broken and the eternal banquet has finally come to a close. 
But there are still some loose ends to be wrapped up before the last page 
of Fruits Basket arrives! How will each of the members of the Zodiac 
deal with their newfound freedom? Can forgiveness come in the wake of 
Akito’s past actions, and a new surprising revelation? 

Fruits Basket Volume 23 
Available July 2009 
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