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STORY SO FAR... 

Hello, I’m Tohru Honda, and 1 have come 
to know a terrible secret. After the death 
of my mother, I was living by myself in a 

tent, when the Sohma family took me 
in. I soon learned that the Sohma 

family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful 
Spirit of an animal from the Chinese 

Zodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 
weak or is Ku^ed by a member of the 
opposite sex, that person changes into 

his or her Zodiac animal! 
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Johru Honda 
The ever-optimistic heroine of our story. 
An orphan, she now lives in Shigure’s 
house, along with Yuki and Kyo, and 
is the only person outside of the family 
who knows the Sohma family’s curse. 

Yuki Sohma, the Rat 
Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. 
At school, he’s called “Prince Yuki.” 

Kyo Sohma, the Cat 
The Gat who was left out of the Zodiac. 
Hates Yuki, leeks and miso. But mostly 

Yuki. 

Ka^ura Sohma, the Boar 
Bashful, yet headstrong. Determined to 
marry Kyo, even if it kills him. 
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Lsfi/ii “Rin” Sohma, die Horse 
She was once in a relationship with Hatsuharu 
(Ham) ..and Tohru leaves her rather cold. Rin is full 
of pride, and she can’t stand the amount of defer¬ 
ence the other Sohma family members give Akito. 

Rit.sn Sohma, the Monkey 
This shy, kimono-wearing member of the Sohma 
family is gorgeous. But this “she” is really a he!! 

Cross-dressing calms his nerves. 

Kureno Sohma, the Booster i 

the Sohma 
lHH^^ureno was 

but his curse 
we Ve never seen him transformed. He pities Akito’s 
loneliness, and can’t bring himself to leave her. 

Vm vN* 
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1 

WH-WHAT 

DO I DO? 

WHY DID 

I RUN? 

SH/OURE- 

SAN. 

MAYBE NOW 

THEY'LL 

DISCOVER... 

MAYBE SHE 

THINKS WE'RE 

BUSY-1 CAN 

SEE HER 

CLEARING OUT 

TO BE NICE. 

KVO-KUN 
WILL BE 

GONE 
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.. 

EVEN 

THOUGH 

MOM 

SHOULO 

HAVE 

BEEN... 

HER 

PRESENCE IS 

DISAPPEARING. 

...SITTING 

THERE, 

SMILING, 

LIKE SHE 

ALWAYS DID. 

EVEN THOUGH 

IT WAS HERE 

UNTIL JUST 

A LITTLE 

WHILE AGO. 

WHY7 

/PROMISED. 

WHEN I WAS 
ABOUT TO 
SAY IT, I 

SUDDENLY 
THOUGHT 

OF... /PROMISED 
SO HONESTLY 

THAT DAY... 

...WHEN/HAD 
TO LEAVE THE 
APARTMENT 

I LIVED IN 
W/THMOM. 

4 / COULDN'T 
ANSWERHER 
RIGHT A WAY. 

/COULDN'T 
SAY "MY 
mom: ■ 
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BE THE ONE I 

ALWAYS CARED 

ABOUT THE MOST 



Fruits Basket 19 

...MOM WOULD 

BE THE ONE I 

ALWAYS CARED 

ABOUT THE MOST 



Frv/fs Basket 

Nice to meet you and 

hello. This is Takaya, 

presenting Volume 

]c[. Too -fast, too 

fast--there’s no time 

■for anything (like 

always). Anyway, on 

this cover is Plying 

Pot-kun, aka Kakeru. 

The characters have 

nothing to do with 

the Zodiac anymore, 

So 1 worry about what 

1 should draw on the 

back cover. Actually, 

as 1 write (type) 

this, I still haven’t 

decided. What 

should 1 draw...? 

By the way, I’ve been 

asked what the yeast 

bun on the back of 

Volume 78 is. It’s 

a bun Shishou-san 

wouldn t accept from 

hiS grandfather, the 

previous cat, when 

Shishou-san was a 

boy. lAaybe it was 

hard to tell. Sorry. 

AJow then, please 

enjoy furuba Itf. 

CAREFUL, 

IF YOU KEEP 

ON IN THAT 

DIRECTION... 

I BUT... 

If/ 
DIDN'T.. 

J WOULD 
LOSE TO 

EVERYTHING. 

ALWAYS BE 
Together." 
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Will 

SHIGURE* 

OF COURSE 

I DIDN'T. ...WOULD 

ACTUALLY 

BREAK? 

PLEASED 

THE HECK 

OUR MAIDS. 

THEY 

THINK IT'S 

AMAZING. 

FROM WHAT 

I HEAR, THIS 

IS THE FIRST 

TIME THE 

ENTIRE ZODIAC 

HAS BEEN 

TOGETHER LIKE 

WE ARE NOW. 

APPARENTLY, 

THERE WAS 

ALWAYS ONE 

WHO WAS 

MISSING, OR 

HADN'T BEEN 

BORN YET, OR 

WHATEVER. 

...BECAUSE 

THIS IS 

THE LAST 

BANQUET. 
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I MEAN, I THINK 

THE "BLOOD" 

ITSELF HAS 

BEEN DILUTED 

OVER TIME. 

I FEEL LIKE 

EVEN THE 

ANIMALS WE 

TRANSFORM 

INTO ARE HALF- 

BAKED VERSIONS 

OF WHAT WE 

WERE LONG AGO. 

...I KNOW, I 

KNOW. TO 

PUT IT VERY 

CHILDISHLY... 

HE'S TOLD 

YOU SOME 

THINGS. 

HASN'T HE, 

TOHRU-KUN? 

THE CURSE 

JUST 

SUDDENLY 

BROKE ONE 

I KNEW 

YOU 

HEARD 

THAT, 

TOO. 

THEN 

ABOUT 

...BEING A 

WOMAN...? 

HE THINKS 

THE END IS 

PROBABLY 

NEAR. 

THERE ARE 

CHANGES. 

"SHIGURE- 

...KURENO- 

KUN ISN'T 

OUR FRIEND 

ANYMORE. 

I ALREADY 

AKITO- 

HAPPENED TO 

HIM WASN'T 

VOLUNTARY 

OR EVEN 

FORCED. 

LIKE THE 

SEAHORSE. 

Sorr/. 

fW-s*”- 

SAN... 

ingto pf -m 

move, pd * i ...AND CHANCES 

/ ™ THAT HAVE 

ACCUMULATED 
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"DID YOU GET 
HER INVOLVED... 

"...BECAUSE YOU 
WANTED TO CREATE 

ONE, TOOr 

1 

BUT WE 

WONT DO 

ANYTHING 

ABOUT IT. 

KYO 

DOESN'T 

HAVE MUCH 

LONGER, 

DOES HE? 
SILENTLY 

CONSENT-OR, 

REALLY, WE 

PRETEND NOT 

TO THINK 

ABOUT IT. 

THE ENTIRE 
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KNOW HOW MANY 

HANDICAPS 

WE HAVE, HOW 

MUCH PAIN WE 

GO THROUGH TO 

LIVE WITHIN THE 

FRAMEWORK 

OF THIS WORLD? 

TO THOSE 

OPUS 

IN THE 

ZODIAC, THE 

EXISTENCE 

OF THE 

CAT IS OUR 

SALVATION. 

HE'S A 
MONSTER 

EVEN 

UGLIER 

THAN WE 

ARE. 

COULDN'T 

POSSIBLY 

THINK WE'RE 

HAPPY ABOUT 

WHAT WE 

HIM BEING 

TREATED 

THAT WAY 

MAKES THE 

DO YOU 

THINK 

WE 

ENJOY 
IT? 

HE'S 

INFERIOR TO 
EVERYTHING. 

BETTER. 
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I WONDER 

IF I REALLY 

UNDERSTOOD.. 
..WHAT 

HAT OR I 

WAS 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

THAT DAY 

I PONT 

UNDERSTAND. 

■:it's 

BIZARRE, 

SINISTER.. 

NOT 

ANY 

OF IT, 

THE CAT 
WAS 

PREPARED 

SHIGURE- 

CREATURE 
THAT 

WAS LEFT 
ASK THE 
OTHERS. 

ASK IF THEY 
KNEW HE'D BE 

CONFINED- 
IF THEY 

ALWAYS 
LOOKED 

DOWN ON HIM 
INSIDE THEIR 
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m-WHY? 

PROMISED 
SO, SO 
HARD 

..PICTURE 
FIRST 

IN MY 
HEART... 

THE ONE / 

ALWAYS... 

THE CONFLICT, 

THE SUFFERING, 

THE PAH THE 

SADNESS... 

...IT'S 

ALL SO 

DEEP. 

COULDN'T 

POSSIBLY 

TOUCH IT. 

AND YOU 

SAID THAT 

"EVENTUALLY' 

ISN'T GOOD 

ENOUGH, 

DIDN'T YOU? 

REALLY 

BELIEVE 

WHAT 

KURENO- 

KUN SAID.. 

BUT I AM 

CONFIDENT 

ABOUT 

SOME 

THINGS 

MYSELF. 
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PHipp 

SHELL 
DISAPPEAR! "you 

MAKE 

ME 

SICK." 
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I'VE TOLD 

YOU ALL 

I CAN 

FOR NOW, 

TOHRU-KUN. 

EVEN IF I 

DID, I DON'T 

THINK THAT 

WARRANTS 

YOUR 

GLARING. 

I'M 

ALWAYS 

GLARING, 

SO SHUT 

IT. 

YOURSELF 

TOO 

HARD... 

WHAT'RE 

YOU 

DOING 

OUT HERE 

IN THE 

STREET? 

YOU'LL 
MAKE 

UP IN NO 
TIME. 

FIGHT? 

TOHRU-KUN. 

GIVE IT TO 

ME, WILL 

YOU? 

IT'S A 

DELICATE 

PROBLEM, 

SO DON'T 

BUG HER 

ABOUT IT. 

TOHRU 
GOT IN A 

FIGHT?! 

1 
'Blfru 
mam ra i u if j 

ll 1 
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POH'TGO. 
THE FIGHT 

WAS SERIOUS 

ENOUGH 

TO MAKE 

VOU CRY? 

IN TIMES 
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J'M 
SORRY. 

.../ENDED 

UP WITH 

TH/5 
THING. 

PHEW! 

AFTER 

LYING 

THROUGH 

MY 

TEETH... 

"V 
ARE YOU HERE 

TO EXAMINE \ 
\ RIN? YOU 

\ DON'T HAVE 

1 HEARD TO WAIT FOR (flx* 

YOU SAY ANyBODy- 

JU5T GO ON IN! 
CRAP. 

/ 
☆ / 
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HOW 
MANY 
MORE 

TIMES... 

I GUESS 
YOU 

COULD 
CALL THIS 

RUNNING 
AIVAY. 

FORGIVEN 
BY THAT 
SMILE? 

MUST'VE 

HOMEBY 

I WONDER 
IF THEY 

I CANT BE 
BRAVE ENOUGH 

TOSTAND 
IN FRONT OF 
THAT GRAVE, 

SURROUNDEDBY 
THOSEPEOPLE 

NOT 
ANYMORE 
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GUILTY, 

don't your 

/HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
TOMY 

MOM'S 
GRAVE 

"...THAT 
ISN'T 

SOMETHING 
YOU SAY TO 

A child: 

I'M 
GOING 
HOME 

NOTFOR 
ALONG 

TIME, 
ANYWAY. 
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IDO 
UNDERSTAND. 

...I’m gradually getting 

to the point where 1 

don’t know whom I've 

written about and whom 

1 haven’t. 1 don’t reread 

these columns, so J 

;feel like someday I’m 

going to do a repeat. 

CHILDREN 
REALLY 

DO GROW 
IN NO TIME 

AT ALL. 

WHAT'RE 
At first. 1 was worried 

that kids these days 

wouldn’t really understand 

a yankee character. 

CALLED 

HOME, AND 

NOW I'M 
WAITING 

She’s always kicking 

and hitting Kyo, so when 

the series first started, 

J heard a lot of angry 

complaints from Kyo fans. 

But J get the feeling 

that those complaints 

have stopped by now. 

fAaybe the fans have 

acknowledged that that's 

what their relationship 

iS like ? (laugh) 

ACTING UP 
A LITTLE. 

SOMEONE 

To be continued. 
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DID YOU 
COME 

TO VISIT 
KYOKO- 
SAN'S 

GRAVE, AS 
WELL? 

...I WANTED 

TO PROVE 

SOMETHING 

ABOUT 

KYOKO-SAN. 

I WANTED 
TO TIE 
THEM 

TOGETHER. 
IT 

DIDN'T 

MATTER 

SHE 

DID 
EXIST. 

DON'T 

YOU 

THINK 

THAT'S 

KINDA... 

.ANYWAY. 
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■O" ■; 

WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 

IT 

LOOKS 

LIKE... 

KATSUYA'S 

FUNERAL... LIKE, "SHE 
DOESN'T 

...SOME 

WORTHLESS 
RELATIVES 

SAID SOME 

WORTHLESS 
THING LIKE 
KATSUYA." 

"ARE YOU 
SURE 
SHE'S 

NOT SOME 

MYSELF. 

WANTED 
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, 

THINGS 
LIKE 

THAT. 

I SUPPOSE 
THEY 

THOUGHT 
A CHILD... 

...WOULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT THEY 

WERE SAYING. 

THEY 

WERE 

BEING 

FOOLISH. 
OF COURSE 

CHILDREN 
UNDERSTAND 
THE THINGS 

ADULTS SAY. 
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"SHE'S BEEN 
SAP FOR A 

LONGTIME/' 

"PAPPY WENT 
SOMEWHERE 
FARAWAY 

W/LL PIPN'T HE?" 

MOMMY | 

GO THERE, , 

TOOr 
"SHE WON'T 

TALK TO ME. 

"ISPAP 
CALLING 

HER?" 

"IS SHE 
SAP 

BECAUSE 
/PONT 

LOOKUKE 
PAP?" 

"WILL 
MOM GET 
BETTER IF 
I'M JUST 

LIKE HIM?" 

"WHAT 
CAN/PO 

TOBEL/KE 
HIM?" 

BOTHEREP 

"THERE'S 
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!\UNLV mssr/LL 
THERE 

forme: 
I FINALLY 

KNOW 
HOW THE 
SENTENCE 

ENDED. 
"SHE'S HERE TO 
SUPPORTME 
that's my I 

CAM KEEP LIVING 
MY LIFE/' 

"LIKE 
KATSLf/A. 

"I THINK I DID 
%SOMETHING.' 

SHE SAID SHE 
WAS WORRIED 

BECAUSE SHE'D 
HAVE TO LEAVE 
HERPLACEFOR 
ANOVERNIGHT 
WORKSH/FT. 

!MAYBE 
THE WORLD 

DOESN'T 
NEED ME." 

YKNowrM 

"BUT THERE'S 
STILL ONE 
PERSON..." 

TOHRU 
BEING ALL 

ALONE, 
EVEN AS 
AKID... 

"TO 
MAKE 
HER 
SAD" 

"...WHO'S KIND 
ENOUGH TO 
NEED ME" 

SOI 
WENT 

TO 
CHECK 

ONHER. 

BUTSHE 
DIDN'T 

REMINDED 
ME A LOT 
OFHOW 

SHE WAS 
SAYING 

THAT DAY 
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...THAT 
YOU DON'T 
REMEMBER 

HIM VERY 
WELL. 

YOU'RE 

HOME 

PRETTY 

EARLY 

YOURSELF. 

LUUKb 

LIKE I 
WORRIED 

OVER 
NOTHING. 

THAT IT 
WOULD 

RAIN 
TONIGHT.. 
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A GIRL LIKE 

THISISNO 

CONSOLATION. 

r ^ 
VERY 0'i 

SIMILAR, 
SUPPOSEDLY. 
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- V.-- ■; - ;l 
v'*.- • «:v 

1-rV 

WANTED 

TO BE 

ABLE 

TO STAY 

CALM. 

SIMPLE 

FOR ME 

TO JUST... 

TREAT MY 

FATHER 

LIKE A 
BAD MAN. 

I WOULD 

HAVE 

DONE 

ANYTHING 

FOR THAT. 

WAS FOR 
MYSELF... 

WHAT? I 

but 
77/47^ 
J757:.. 

STUPID. 
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CHASED 
AFTER THE 
TRACESOF 

HER FATHER 
LEFT/NHER 

MEMORY. 

SHE MUST'VE 
LOOKED SO 

STUPID. 
BUTIBETSHE 

KEPTITUP 
ANYWA Y 

THE 
WAY SHE 
LOOKED... IT MAKES 

HERLOOK 
SO STUPID. 

AS SHE TEARS 
HERSELF 

APART WITH 
BLAME 

...ASSHE 
HIDHER 

LONELINESS. 
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DESERVING 

OFLOVE 

SUPPORTED 

HER. 

YOU HAVE 

TO BELIEVE 

THAT. 
.REALLY? 

REALLY. 

I'M SURE 

SHE KNEW. 

I'M SORRY... 

I WAS 

SUDDENLY 

TALKING LIKE 

I'M DEPRESSED. 

YOUR MOM 

1 MEAN. 

I'M SURE SHE 

KNEW ALL k y 

ABOUT IT. 
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IS EVERYONE'S 
happiness: 

"WHY 
APE YOU 
TELLING 
me.: 

"BECAUSE 
THATGIPL'S 

HAPPINESS..: 
"...ABOUT 

YOUP 
PELATIVESr 

WHEN! 
MUTTERED 
TOMYSELF 

THAT HE mS 
WASTING 
HIS TIME 

ASKINGME.. 

...HEJUST 
SAID, 

"PEALLYr 

"AT ANY 
PATE, 

MY PIPE 
SHOULDBE 
hepesoon: 

IT JUST 
SEEMED... 

‘...LIKE TOHPU- 
SANISVEPY 

PPECIOUS 

YMSUPE 
SHE'S WAITING 

FOP YOU TO 
petupn: 

SMILED 
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HERE WE 

ARE, FINALLY 

AT GOLDEN 

WEEK... 

AND YET WE 

ENDED UP NOT 

GOING ANYWHERE 

THIS YEAR. 

EVERYONE'S 

JUST SO 

BUSY. 

BUT THE 

WEATHER'S 

BEEN NICE, AND 

THAT BY ITSELF 

FEELS LOVELY! 

SHIGURE? 

IT'S PAST 

NOON; IS 

HE STILL 

ASLEEP? 
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Continued 

unimportant story element 

in that the wallets that 

Tohru, Uo-chan, and 

ttana-chan use all 

match in different colors. 

(Jt really is completely 

Incidentally, ttana-chan’s 

wallet hasn't made an 

appearance. (1 don’t think.) 

I HAD, UM, 
SOMETHING 

TO DO 

TODAY. As much as Uo-chan is a 

veteran character, I’ve writ¬ 

ten all about her in the main 

story, so 1 don’t have much 

to add about her, either. 

SOMETHING 

I SUDDENLY 

REMEMBERED 

JUST NOW AND 

THAT ABSOLUTELY 

REQUIRES THAT I 

LEAVE RIGHT NOW. 

WHAT A SHAME! 

if 1 were to actually 
meet someone like 
Aaya, J think they 
would Suck away 

In hiS position as an 

almost self-proclaimed 

older brother, with fuki’s 

innate tolerance (laugh), 

he has become a lot 

more brotherly...maybe. 

IT'S 
SUFFOCATING. 

To be continued. 
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t " m 

SUFFOCATING! 

OH. WELL, 

THAT MAKES 

SENSE. 

/PONT 

CAPE IF IT 

LOOKSUKE 

I pan Amy. 

THAT 

ATMOSPHERE 

WHERE EVERYBODY 

KNOWSEXCEPT 

FOR THE TWO 

CLUELESS PEOPLE 

INVOLVED? IV PAT HEP 

BE LONELY 

THAN5TUCK 

IN THAT 

TOPTUPE 

OF A POOM. 
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IF YOU THINK 

OF SOMEWHERE 

ELSE YOU 

WANNA GO 

ON THE WAY, 

JUST TELL 

’ ME, OKAY? 

ILL DECIDE 
RIGHT HOW! 

WE'RE OUT 

OF EGGS, SO 

I NEED TO GO 
BUY SOME? 



IF YOU THINK 

OF SOMEWHERE 

ELSE YOU 

WANNA GO 

ON THE WAY, 

JUST TELL 

’ ME, OKAY? 

ILL DECIDE 
RIGHT HOW! 

WE'RE OUT 

OF EGGS, SO 

I NEED TO GO 
BUY SOME? 



I WONDER IF YOU 

ALSO FELT THE RAY 

OF A SHOOTING STAR 

THAT STREAKED 

THROUGH MY 

HEART AT THE 

TIME I RECEIVED 

YOUR PHONE 

CALL OF LOVE! NOW! REMOVE 

YOUR SHOES AND 
COME INTO MY 

CASTLE (HOUSE) 
POSTHASTE! 

GLORIOUS 

FOR YOU 
TO HAVE 

I KNOW I'VE 

TALKED TO YOU 

ABOUT GREETING 

ME IN THOSE 
OUTRAGEOUS 

OUTFITS. 

WHAT ABOUT 
you?! IS IT 

REALLY ALL 
RIGHT FOR 

YOU TO BE SO 
DAMN CUTE?! 

XT’s... 

AND AM IAN OLD 
PERVERTFOR 

THINKING THAT?! 
amiapervepted 

OLDMAN?! 

OH DEAR. 

WHAT'S THIS 

I FEEL? 

AH, HE WOULDN'T 

BE ABLE TO PUT 

HIS HANDS ON 

HER, ANYWAY. IT'S 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR 

HIM RIGHT NOW. 

IMMMPOSSIBLE. I SENSE THAT KYO 

SOHMA HAS BEEN 

REDUCED TO A 

PERVERTED OLD 

MAN AND IS AFTER 

TOHRU-KUN. 
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minute! 

THESE 4 

> CONVERSATIONS 

AREN'T HELPING 

ANYONE! 

NO NEED TO 

FRET! IT'S 

WARM NOW, 

SO I WON'T 

BE NEEDING 

■ ‘OAT. 

You’re 
going 

outsiDe?! 
Ar) d 

OF COURSE 

SHOPS CLOSE 

DURING GOLDEN 

WEEK-SUCH IS 

THE PRACTICE 

IN THIS WORLD! 

I USED THE END 

OF THE TEA 

LEAVES THE 

LAST TIME I 

MADE TEA! 

I SHALL RUN 

LIKE THE 

WIND TO BUY 

SOME MORE! 

IT WOULD 
CERTAINLY 
BE NICE.. 

REALLY, 

DON'T GO 

TO THE 

TROUBLE 

WAIT HERE 

AND STUFF! 

I'LL MAKE 

SOME TEA... 

JF WE COULD 
UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHER 

BETTER 
SOMEDAY. 
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Hi 

I NEVER 

DREAMED 

THAT 
WOULDN'T 

BE IT! 
ANP YETI 

SHAMELESSLY 

CAME OVER 

JUSTBECAUSE 

HE TOLD 

ME TO. 

I DID TRY 

TO TELL 

YOU ON 

THE PHONE, 

NII-SAN. BUT 

Y0U-- 

WHAT 

POES 

THAT SAY 

ABOUT 

ME? 

THEN WHAT 

WOULD YUKI 

POSSIBLY COME 

TO ME FOR?! 

YOU HAVE MUCH 

TO TALK ABOUT! 

YOU MAY COME 

TO ME AT ONCE! 

THAT WAS 

RANDOM. 

AN 

ACQUAINTANCE? 

MALE OR 

FEMALE? , 
FEMALE. 

I ASKED 

HER NAME, 

BUT SHE 

DIDN'T SAY. 

THEN LET'S START \ Jj 
OVER, SHALL WE? \ ^ 

LET US HEAR WHAT \ 

YOU HAVE MUCH j j 
TO TALK ABOUT? I 
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"STOP IT. 

'HAVEN'T 
YOUPONE 
ENOUGH?' 

"PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 
YOU HURT 

her: 

YOU SAYING I 
DIP SOMETHING 

WRONGr 

STUPID!' "IT'S NOT AN 
issue..: 

"...OF YOU 
DOING RIGHT 

OR DOING 
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3M 
BUT IT WAS 
AS IF THAT 

EVEMTHAP 
LEFT A TAG IN 
MY MEMORY. 

...I DON'T 

THINK I EVER 

PROCLAIMED 

THAT THAT 

WAS THE 

v CASE. 

.OVERLOOKING 
MANY 

EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT 

THINGS? 

INDEED. 
SOMEHOW. 

YOU HAVEN'T, 

BUT I CAN 

TELL. THAT GIRL 

APPEARED 

BEFORE ME 

BY CHANCE. 

I WAS 

HAPPY TO 

BE WITH 

HER. 

SHE BEGAN 

TO WORK 

WITH ME. DID SHE 

HELP YOU 

REALIZE 

THAT? 

FORA LONG 
TIME AFTER, 

IWOULP 
GLANCEBACK 

AT IT IN A 
CORNEROF 
MYM/NP. 

JPIPN'T 
UNPERSTANP 
WHAT TORT 
SANMEANT. % 7 HA VE NO 

1 RO'siTIVEJ 
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(i 

"TO WANT 
SOMEONE...' 

THAT'S IT. "...BUT ENDING 
UP TRAMPLED 

BY THEM." 

"NOW! 
see: 

"I SEE NOW. 

HEAVENS. 
"...IS A 

PERSONAL 
decision: 

Help but 
{wonder: 

TERRIBLY 

"MINE WONT 
disappear: 

THAT'S 
HOW PEOPLE 

GET hurt: 
"ARE YOU 

SAD ABOUT 
SOMETHINGS 

BELONGS 
TONER 

manager: 

SOI 
WANT TO 
BEHERE 

forever: 

.IS THAT 
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"WHATA CRUEL 
THING I PIP." 

ANGRY OR 

ANYTHING. 

SHE LAUGHED 

LIKE SHE WAS 

EMBARRASSED. "IT WAS 
TERRIBLE ANP 

I THINK THE 

ONES BEHIND 

HER WERE 

HER HUSBAND 

ASSUME 

SHE STAYED 

MISERABLE 

FOREVER. 
MAYBE 

YOU DID 

SCAR HER 

FOR LIFE. 

PROBABLY 

AREALLY 

STRONG 

PERSON. 

SHE \ 

PROBABLY 

TRUDGES 

RIGHT 

THROUGH 

/ BUT IF SHE 

VW WENT THROUGH 

A LOT OF THINGS 

' THAT WERE 

SOMETIMES 

r BETTER AND 

SOMETIMES 

...AND SHE CAN WORSE- 

STILL SMILE 
LIKE SHE DID IN 
FRONT OF ME... pZfgi 1 

HOW MUCH 

BETTER 

IT WOULD 

...IF I'D BEEN 

ABLE TO 

APOLOGIZE. 

WORKER 

YOU KNOW? 

f / 4 ¥ 
NEVERTHELESS, 

_jiii / PERHAPS IT'S 

TOO LATE TO DO 
PERHAPS 1 ANYTHING! DO 
APPEAR IN 1 EMBODY HER 

HER DREAMS 

EVERY NIGHT 
TRAUMA?! 

AND CAUSE HER 

SUFFERING! 1^1 
HOW 

MISERABLE! m 
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BUT DOES 

SHE KNOW 

ABOUT 

YOU BEING 

POSSESSED? 

y'KNOW. 

WAIT A 
MOMENT. 

ACCORDING 
TO THAT 
LOGIC... 

I'M SURE YOU 

HAVE...LOTS OF 

REASONS NOT TO 

TELL EVERYONE 

ABOUT YOU GUYS. 

INDEED. 

THERE ARE 

REASONS 

ALL 

AROUND! 

...DOES THAT 

NOT MEAN 

THAT I HAVE 

NO NEED TO 

APOLOGIZE 

to you? 

THIS WRITING, 

ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY 

IN EXISTENCE SINCE 

THE ITEM'S CREATION, 

WAS ACTUALLY 

5 PLACED HERE BY 

ME! 

SPEAK OF 

THE DEVIL. 

IT SEEMS 

SHE HAS 

RETURNED! 

UNSUBTLE 
CHANGING OF 
SUBJECTS! 

I HAVE REALIZED 

ANEW THAT I 

STILL HAVE A 

GREAT MANY 

THINGS TO LEARN. ON THAT POINT, 
YUKI--I AM 

IMPRESSED! 
WELL DONE! 

THERE'S NO 

WAY YOU 

COULD HIDE 

IT FOREVER, 

NII-SAN. 

DID YOU 

TELL HER 

YOURSELF? 

THANKS. 

fa 1 % 
ABOUT ) \ JL * MINE-SAN. / & 
_ ^ 
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*\ 

WHY I HATE 

SPOILED 

RICH KIDS! 

YOU ACT ALL 

STRAIGHT-LACED, 

BUT IF MACH I 

DRESSED UP LIKE 

THAT, I KNOW 
YOU'D TOTALLY 

GEEK OUT! 

HEY! MACHI'S 
YOUR SISTER, 

SORT OF! STOP 

BEING SO GROSS 

ABOUT HER! 

I GOT HELD 
UP BUYING 
DONUTS! BEHIND YOU! 

TH-THERE'S 
SOMETHING 

BEHIND YOU...! 

YEAH, THE 

PLACE WAS 

PACKED. 

YEAH, I FINALLY GOT 

'.1 SOME TIME OFF WORK. 

BUT MY GIRLFRIEND 

HAD STUFF TO DO, 

WHEN I WAS SO I WAS BORED. 

WANDERING 

AROUND, MINE- 

NEESAN CALLED 

OUT TO ME. I 

WHdt tHe necfc, 

Yun-yun? it’s me, 
your pau. nave 

you forgotten 
me aireaDy?! 

I KNOW 

I'M 

ALWAYS 

ASKING 

THIS... 
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t iro If# 

P# 
f'T^/ 

you tine?! 
WH3t DO 

you want 
to wear?! 

I'D BETTER 

PUT AN END 

TO THIS. 

ae’u. be 
a total 

fanboy no 
matter wnat 
you wear, 
you Know! 

Chapter 111 
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■ . 

IS THERE 

SOME 

REASON... 
...YOU'RE 

KEEPING 

YOURSELF 

LOCKED UP 

LIKE THAT? 

THINK THAT 

IF YOU STAY 

IN THERE... 

...THE 

WORLD 

WILL 

BECOME 

WHAT YOU 

WANT IT 
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LIKE THAT 

WONT HELP 
A THING 

TIME IS 
MOVING 

ON... 
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Continued 

• I'm very thankful 
that Huruba has 
been translated 
into many 
languages and is 
on sale in various 
countries. Thank 
you very much! 
I’m getting all 
your letters. 

Really, thank 
you. Its incredible 
that my manga is 
traveling to countries 
that I haven’t been 
to my seif. Going 
back to Ayame, I 
wonder how his 
craz.y lines are 
being translated. 
He seems hard to 

translate, (laugh) 

(Incidentally, I get 

the feeling that Kyo 

iS the most popular, 

even overseas.) 

• There was a scene 

where Ayame s 

mother was 

disgusted with him 

and screamed, 

but hiS father 

screams, too. 

• Actually, even Akito 
can’t stand Ayame. 

• Ayame met Mine 
at hiS shop. 

• He and Mine are 
living together. 

• There’s an 
apartment on 
the second floor 
of the store. 

«- Tobe 
continued... 
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Reaay?( rm 
HanDsome?f GETTING 

SURPRISED. 

IT'S BECAUSE 

YOU GREW 

SO FAST AND 

BECAME SO 

HANDSOME! 
YUKI! YOU 

DON'T HAVE 

STUDENT 

COUNCIL? 
NO, WE'RE 

DONE FOR 

TODAY. 

TOHRU AND 

I ARE GONNA 

EAT ICE 

CREAM. 

HOWEVER YOU 

LOOK AT THEM, 

THEY DON'T LOOI 

LIKE ANYTHING 

HOW ABOUT 

WE BUY A 

WHOLE BUNCH 

AND EAT IT AT 

SHII-CHAN'S 

\ HOUSE?! 

THERE ARE 

THINGS YOU 

CAN'T DO 

OR AREN'T 

ALLOWED TO 

DO UNLESS 

YOU'RE SMALL. 

I MEAN, 

BEING 

SMALL WAS 

STILL FUN. 
WHAT A 

WONDERFUL 

IDEA! 
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I CAME HOME, 

AND SHE WAS 

JUST SITTING 

THERE. OF 
COURSE I 

WANTED TO 

NKNOW WHY! 

THAT'S YOUR 

PROBLEM? 

FIRST OF ALL, 

SHE'S YOUNGER 

THAN YOU ARE... 

WHERE'D 
YOU COME 

FROM, 
ANYWAY?! 

GUESSING 

YOU'VE 

NEVER 
A PIECE OF HER 

BRAIN IS SAYING 

IT'S INCREDIBLY 

EXPENSIVE. YOUR 
BATHROOM. 

WE CAME TO 

SEE HER SINCE 

WE HAVEN'T IN 

A WHILE, BUT 

WE'VE BEEN 

WAITING HERE 

AN HOUR. 

YOU CAME 

IN WITHOUT 

PERMISSION?! 

ACTUALLY, 
NEVER MIND. 

WHEN'S 

SHE COMING 

HOME? 
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WE CAME IN 

AS SHI6URE- 

NIISAN WAS 

LEAVING. 

I'D PREFER 
THE STUPID 

TO THE 
ATTITUDE. 

REALLY 

NICE, ISN'T 
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NIISAN WAS 
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I'D PREFER 
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WHAT IS 

THIS? YOU 

APPEAR OUT 

OF NOWHERE 

AND START 

RIGHT IN ON 

THE LECTURE. 

THIS IS MY 
HOUSE. 

"NOT 
MICE AT 
ALL" 

PLEASE. 

...I GET THE 

FEELING THAT 

EVERY TIME 

YOU GO TO SEE 

HIM, HE SHUTS 

HIMSELF OFF 

EVEN MORE. 

WHY DON'T 

YOU TRY 

BEING A 

LITTLE 

NICER TO 

AREN'T 
/BEING 

NICE TO 
your 

DO YOU EVER 

GET TIRED 

OF COMING 

HERE TO SAY 

CRUEL THINGS 

TO AKITO? 

SOMETIMES 

LOOK LIKE 

YOU HATE 

AKITO WITH 

ALL YOUR 

TOO OLD 

TO BE SO 

PERVERSE. 
YOU KNOW THAT 

AKITO GETS 

MORE AND MORE 

OBSTINATE 

BECAUSE YOU 

NEVER SHOW 

HIM ANYTHING 

IN YOUR 

HAND. 

LISTEN. 

STOP 

COMPETING 

WITH SOMEONE 

YOUNGER THAN 

YOU TO SEE 

WHO'S MORE 

STUBBORN. 
AT TI ME5/ 
I'M PAINED 

THAT 
WERE THE 
5AMEAGE 

EVEN FROM MY 

PERSPECTIVE... 
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REALLY. 

WHAT 

SOMEONE 

LIKE ME... 

I'M A JERK BY 

NATURE, SO 

WHAT CAN 

YOU DO? 

.OR KURENO- 

INNOCENT 

KINDNESS.. 

THAT'S A 
VERY LONELY 
TH/NO/NANO 
Of ITSELF 

WONDER 

WHY 

THAT IS. 

I DONT 

THINK IT'S 

"SAD." 

BUT IN THE END, 

MY "NICENESS" IS 

THE POSTSCRIPT 

OF SOMETHING 

PUT TOGETHER 

AT THE LAST 

MINUTE. 

TO BE HONEST, 

THE FACT 

THAT I'M 

POSSESSED 

ISN'T THAT 

SERIOUS AN 

INJURY TO ME. 

BUT WHY 

IS IT? FOR 

EXAMPLE... ...I NEVER EVEN 

PARTICULARLY 

WANTED MY 

PARENTS' LOVE. 

...THEN I 
GUESS/ 

REALLYAM. 
THEFACT 

THAT I CAN'T 
EVEN THINK 

OFTHAT 
as usap:.. 



REALLY. 

WHAT 

SOMEONE 

LIKE ME... 

I'M A JERK BY 

NATURE, SO 

WHAT CAN 

YOU DO? 

.OR KURENO- 

INNOCENT 

KINDNESS.. 

THAT'S A 
VERY LONELY 
TH/NO/NANO 
Of ITSELF 

WONDER 

WHY 

THAT IS. 

I DONT 

THINK IT'S 

"SAD." 

BUT IN THE END, 

MY "NICENESS" IS 

THE POSTSCRIPT 

OF SOMETHING 

PUT TOGETHER 

AT THE LAST 

MINUTE. 

TO BE HONEST, 

THE FACT 

THAT I'M 

POSSESSED 

ISN'T THAT 

SERIOUS AN 

INJURY TO ME. 

BUT WHY 

IS IT? FOR 

EXAMPLE... ...I NEVER EVEN 

PARTICULARLY 

WANTED MY 

PARENTS' LOVE. 

...THEN I 
GUESS/ 

REALLYAM. 
THEFACT 

THAT I CAN'T 
EVEN THINK 

OFTHAT 
as usap:.. 



IT'S NOT LIKE 

I WANT TO 
BE THE KID'S 

"FATHER." 

I FIGURED THAT 

IF SHE'S MAKING 

US DINNER, AND 

SHE DOESN'T 

CARE, THEN IT'S 

NOT REALLY 

A PROBLEM. 

WE'VE GOT 

A LOT OF 

PEOPLE HERE. 

WHAT SHOULD 

WE DO ABOUT 

DINNER? 

barbecue! 

IT ISA 
PROBLEM. STILL...FOR A 

BARBECUE, YOU 

JUST NEED TO 

BE ABLE TO 

START A FIRE 

AND COOK MEAT 

OVER IT, RIGHT? 

barbecue! 

I DON'T THINK 

THIS HOUSE 

HAS THE 

EQUIPMENT FOR 

A BARBECUE. 

THIS HOUSE 

DOESN'T 

NEED ANY 

GUARDIANS. 

IS THAT A 

PROBLEM? 

BUT HIRO, KISA, 

IF YOU'RE GONNA 

COME OVER, 

YOU NEED TO 

CALL AND TELL 

SOMEONE. 

I DO FEEL 

A LITTLE 

BAD ABOUT 

THAT. 

Let’s 
nave a 

barbecue? 

BARBE- 

CUUUUE! 
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mm m 
*• 

every the 

middle 

schooler's 

figured 

it out. 
"ASK THE 
others: 

"IF THEY 
ALWAYS 

LOOKEPPOWN 
ONH/M/NS/PE 

THEIR HEARTS." 

VOU GO OUT 

OF YOUR 

WAY TO 

CROSS THE 

BRIDGE THAT 

EVERYONE 

AVOIDS, 

DON'T YOU? 

"ASK IF 
THEY KNEW 

HE'D BE 
confined: 

„ YEAH, I 

KNOW 

THAT'S 

WHAT I'M 

DOING. 
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LIKE I'M 

AGAINST 

IT OR 

ANYTHING. 

I'M JUST... 

DEPRESSED, 

I GUESS? OR 

WORRIED. 

THOUGH 

IT'S 

PROBABLY 

A LITTLE 

LATE FOR 

WHATTHAT 
MEANS, BUT 

I WON'T 
BOTHER 

GOTTEN 

PRETTY IT APPLIES 

TO ME, TOO. 

I'M GONNA 

STOP TRYING 

NOT TO THINK 

ABOUT IT. 

■3 31 
K| 

WgiflUil 
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NO MATTER 

HOW MUCH 

WE GLOSS 

EXACTLY 

IF TOHRL) 

TAKEN BY 
ANOTHER WE SHOULD 

THINK 

ABOUT IT 

IN SIMPLER PRETTY 

Y'KNOW? 

WOULDN'T 
YOU 

REGRET IT? 

WE HAVE TO 
HURRY BACK 

AND HELP MAKE 
THE CURRY! 

C'MON, LET'S GO! 
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nnm 
%fm 

im 

MiNUTE. 

EVERYONE 
KNOWS? POES 

EVERYBODY 
FEELING. 

COMING BACK 
TO YOUR OWN 

HOUSE AND 
SEEING FOOD 

RELIEF BEING 
GIVEN OUT IN 

YOUR YARD. 

U/e/come home 

IVE BEEN 
THINKING 

I’M HOME, 
CHILDREN! 
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WHAT?! 

SERIOUSLY, 

WHAT'S YOUR 

PROBLEM?! 

ARE YOU STILL INI 

YOUR REBELLIOUS 

STAGE? IF THAT'S 

THE CASE, MAYBE 

WE SHOULD STAY 

UP ALL NIGHT 

AND ARGUE! 

I'M JUST 
SPEAKING. 

CUT THE 

CRAP AND 

LEAVE! 
MAKE 

YOURSELF 
AT HOME, 

KAGURA. 

HYPOTHET- 

I WOULD'VE 



WHAT?! 

SERIOUSLY, 

WHAT'S YOUR 

PROBLEM?! 

ARE YOU STILL INI 

YOUR REBELLIOUS 

STAGE? IF THAT'S 

THE CASE, MAYBE 

WE SHOULD STAY 

UP ALL NIGHT 

AND ARGUE! 

I'M JUST 
SPEAKING. 

CUT THE 

CRAP AND 

LEAVE! 
MAKE 

YOURSELF 
AT HOME, 

KAGURA. 

HYPOTHET- 

I WOULD'VE 



'mz&m - ■ 

I REALLY 
WISH- 

UP AND 

JO/NUS. 
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WELL, YOUR 

FACE LOOKS 

\ DIFFERENT. 
AW, 

SHUCKS. 

IT'S NOT \ 

REALLY A |\ 

COMPLIMENT, fi 

KAKERU. 

\ 

WHAT'S 1 I'M JJ-—L— Pi§ ilfls 
/ THAT 

GIRLFRIEND 

HER 

NAME? 1 

SURPRISED 

YOU COULD j li 
OF YOURS. to J 

fcink affty vTELL) / i r BRBM 
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WBm&am 
mmmMmt. Ilia 
mmm mmm z m. ill mmmmmwM 
n 'IK IWilSSfMmi mM 
ife$ imm s buii 

SfMiapil 

LATE, BUT 

THIS IS A 

PRESENT 

WITH MV 

APOLOGY. 

IT DOESN'T 

CHANGE THE 

FACT THAT 

THE GUV'S 

YOUR BROTHER 

VUN-VUN. 

REALLY 

JUST...LIVE 

IN A VERY 

BIZARRE 

REALITY. 
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EVEN 
KINDERGARTENERS 

ARE MORE 
CONSIDERATE 
THAN THAT. 

WHAT 

DID YOU 

GIVE 

HER? 

DO YOU 

WANT 

IT? 

MOGETA. 

PAPER 

WEIGHT. 

OH, 

SOMETHING 

HOW THE HELL 

DO YOU MANAGE 

TO BE SO 

OVERCONFIDENT 

A! I THF TIME? 

Nfvfl* V/ANT 

rW W 
|b 

YOU THE 

m WHAT DID f YOU GET, 

KIMI WILL MACH I? 

OPEN IT 

FOR YOU! 
IS WHAT 

THAT? 
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■■■■■,v' K: 

IHHlwri 

HUH? WAIT... 

I DON'T 

ACTUALLY 

WANT AN 

EXPLANATION. 

YES IT 
ms... 

BEFORE KM 
ENTERED 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 

EVEN MORE 
ARROGANT 
THAN WE 
FEARED!" 

SINCE THEN 
K/M/SBEEN 

POPULAR 
WITH THE BOY 

STUDENTS 
AND MALE 
TEACHERS. 

Thanks to her, 

I've lost weight 
ARE TONS 

MORE 

BOYSOVER 

there: 

"TOPO-SAH 
WHY ARE 

YOU COMING 

THIS WAY? 

NOW/ 
KNOW 

WHO TO 
BLAME! SAID THOSE 

BECOME 

THE KIMII 

AM TODAY. 
"YEAH. YOU 

HAVE MORE 

FUN WITH 

THEBOVS, 

PONT your 
"YOU COULD 
UVE YOUR 

WHOLE LIFE 
GETT/NGBY 

ON JUST YOUR 
looks: 

"ITS NICE 
TO HAVE A 

CUTEFACE 
EVERYONES 

WILLING 
TOFORGIVE 

WHATEVERS 
WRONG WITH 

OH, YEAH-I 

HAD A DATE 

TODAY! EEK! 

I HAVE 

TO FINISH 

UP WORK 

HERE AND 

GET HOME 

come on, 
come on I 
Let’s set 
to Work 

everyone. 
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IGUESSIT 
IS WEIRD 
TO COME 

SAY THANK 
YOUDUR/NG 

WONDERS 
WHAT 

TOOKME 
SO LONG? 

BESIDES.. 

FORGOT 
CAREFUL 
NOT TO 
LOSE/T. 

DISAPPEAR 

THOUGHT 
THAT HAVING 

THEM WAS 
SOMEK/ND 
OFR/GHT. 

ORIGINALLY 
THOUGHT... 

...THAT 
THE 

FEELINGS 
OF 

TWISTED 
HATRED 
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ONLY ONE 

BURDENED 
WITH 

ALL THE 
MISERY." 
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HONDA-SAN 
SMILING..: 

"...OR NOT 
REMEMBERING 

me..: REALLY? 

YEAH. SHE 

REMEMBERED 

ME. 

HONDA-SAN 

ACTUALLY 

REMEMBERED. 

"...WOULD'VE 
HONESTLV 
PISSED THE 
HELL OUT 

OF me: 

"BUT 
KOMAK/'S 
SMILING 
FORME, 
y'KNOWF' 

"...IF 
HONDA-SAN 

WASN'T 
ALLOWED 

TODO 
that: 

"IT 
WOULDN'T 
BE FAIR..." I'LL EVEN 

TAKE 

OFF MV 

CLOTHES. 

you KNOW 
THAT 

ACCIDENT 
HONDA- 

SAN'SMOM 
WAS/NT" 
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Sp^rlp 

...MAYBE YOU 
HAVETO 

SACRIFICE 
SOMETHING. 

OR HURT 
SOMETHING. 

NO 
MATTER 

WHAT 
YOUPO. 



Sp^rlp 

...MAYBE YOU 
HAVETO 

SACRIFICE 
SOMETHING. 

OR HURT 
SOMETHING. 

NO 
MATTER 

WHAT 
YOUPO. 



Continued 

• Rin 5 eyes aside, 1 also 

constantly worry about 

her clothes. 1 always 

work so hard drawing 

them, but when J look at 

the finished drawing, I 

always think, "They're 

not very good...” 

• I’m sorry... 

• She's currently 

unemployed in the 

main story, but 1 think 

she’ll be working in 

Some form soon. 

• After she has a bit of 

a break from life. 

• VJhen she was really 

little, she was pretty 

attached to Shigure. 

Looking back at him, 

Shigure 5 become a 

character who’s loved 

by children, (laugh) 

• Haru is her life. 

• There probably isn't 

anything she doesn’t 

like about Haru, but 1 

think that Since Haru 

is basically nice to 

everybody, she might be a 

little lonely in that regard. 

(J even had Hiro say it.) 

• But they’re mad 

about each other. 

• I made Rin so that it 

would seem like, if you 

touched her carelessly 

and thoughtlessly, 

she'd fall apart with a 

crash, and even now 

l feel that way. 

DOESN'T HAVE 

WORK, SO I 
CAN FINALLY 

INTRODUCE 

YOU. 
AND MY 

ANNOYING 

MOM WILL BE 

HOME LATE 

FROM WORK. 

AND 

MEAT'S 

ON SALE 

WHAT WAS 

THAT ABOUT 

MEAT? 



Continued 

• Rin 5 eyes aside, 1 also 

constantly worry about 

her clothes. 1 always 

work so hard drawing 

them, but when J look at 

the finished drawing, I 

always think, "They're 

not very good...” 

• I’m sorry... 

• She's currently 

unemployed in the 

main story, but 1 think 

she’ll be working in 

Some form soon. 

• After she has a bit of 

a break from life. 

• VJhen she was really 

little, she was pretty 

attached to Shigure. 

Looking back at him, 

Shigure 5 become a 

character who’s loved 

by children, (laugh) 

• Haru is her life. 

• There probably isn't 

anything she doesn’t 

like about Haru, but 1 

think that Since Haru 

is basically nice to 

everybody, she might be a 

little lonely in that regard. 

(J even had Hiro say it.) 

• But they’re mad 

about each other. 

• I made Rin so that it 

would seem like, if you 

touched her carelessly 

and thoughtlessly, 

she'd fall apart with a 

crash, and even now 

l feel that way. 

DOESN'T HAVE 

WORK, SO I 
CAN FINALLY 

INTRODUCE 

YOU. 
AND MY 

ANNOYING 

MOM WILL BE 

HOME LATE 

FROM WORK. 

AND 

MEAT'S 

ON SALE 

WHAT WAS 

THAT ABOUT 

MEAT? 



.OR SMILING 

NOTHING 

WITHOUT A 

BUT I DON'T THINK 

THAT MEANS HONDA 

SAN IS INSENSITIVE 

OR ANYTHING! 

I DIDN'T 

SAY 
ANYTHING 

THAT'S NOT 
WEIRD! IT'S HOW 
SHE IS! SHE CAN 
EVEN EAT STEAK 
FOR BREAKFAST! 

THATS...PRETTY 

IMPRESSIVE. 

BUT LISTEN. 

MY KOMAKI-SAN 

IS AN UNRIVALED 

LOVER OF MEAT! 

SHE'S A MEAT, 

MEAT, MEAT 

PERSON! 

SHE'S A MEAT 

YEAH, SHE 

KNOWS. 

I TOLD 

HER THAT 

YOU'RE 

"FRIENDS." 
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%®S0 
s&^L-v»'-,r '* 

"AND PONT 
"...THAT YOU'RE* 
THE ONLY ONE 

BURDENED 
WITH ALL 

THE misery: 

"YOU CANT STAND 
HER ACTING 

LIKE SHE'S THE 
ONLY ONE WHO'S 

MISERABLE, 
CANYOUr 

"YOU'RE 
HURTING, 

too: "YOULOST 
YOURDAD, 

TOO, KOMAKL 

.THAT'S 
NEW. 

PAIN AS 
nothing: 

THAN YOURS. 

"IT'S 
LIKE SHE 

I DIDN'T 

KNOW UNTIL 

RECENTLY. 

/ 
/ "IT'S LIKE 
/ SHE THINKS 

HER MISERY 
IS MORE 

IMPORTANT 
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...I GUESS I JUST 

ASSUMED STUFF 

ABOUT THE GIRL 

I'D EVENTUALLY 

FALL IN LOVE 

WITH. 

LIKE WE'D 

LOOK AT 
THINGS THE 

SAME WAV. 

BUT IN 

REALITY, 

KOMAKI 

WAS 

HURT... 

"THAT 
DOESN'T 
MAKEME 
HAPPY." 

STUNNED, 

AND HAD NO 

IDEA WHY 
SHE WAS 

...TO 

A DEGREE I 

HADN'T EVEN 

CONSIDERED. 

\ 
"AMP THEM \ 

TO WIN 
SOMETHING 

\ LIKE THATT , 

\A 
"BUT TO m 
ANP JUDGE 
WHO'S MOKE 

MISERABLET 

"AND 
T-t //“i / // 
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...THERE WOULD 
BE HO POINT IN MY 
BEING WITH HEP. 

I WANTED TO 
UNDERSTAND, 

EVEN IF IT 
WAS ONLY 
A LITTLE. 

BECAUSE/F 
/DIDN'T... 

SHEDID. 

SO THAT'S 
WHAT 

THEY CALL 
FEELING 
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KAKERU-KUN 

DOESN'T TROUBLE 

YOU LIKE THIS 

EVERY DAY, 

DOES HE? 

IT'S OKAV. 

I'M GETTING 

USED TO IT. 

JEEZ! WHY 

ARE YOU 

ALWAYS 

DOING 

THIS?! 

I'M 

TROUBLE?! 

AND YOU 
MUST HAVE 

IT SO ROUGH, 
YOURSELF, 

SOHMA-KUN. 

I'M SORRY. 

I'VE HEARD 

A LITTLE 
ABOUT 

YOUR... 
SITUATION. 

IF THERE'S 

ANYTHING 

I CAN DO, 

PLEASE 

JUST LET 

ME KNOW! 

THAT 

SOUNDS 

FAIR. 

I HEAR YOU'RE 

A BIG FAN OF 

MEAT. JUST A 

LITTLE WHILE 

AGO, KAKERU 

CALLED YOU... 

WE GIRLS 

HAVE TO 

STICK 

TOGETHER! 

QUIT 

CALLING 

ME WEIRD 

NAMES! 

JEEZ, JEEZ 

PLEASE DON'T 

MIND HIM, 

SOHMA-KUN! PLEASED 

TO MEET 

YOU! I'M 

KOMAKI 

NAKAO. 

YOU'RE 

AWFULLY 

CUTE. 
PLEASED 

TO MEET 

YOU. I'M 
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I'M 

GONNA GO 

CHANGE. 

I REALLY AM 

SORRY-I CANT 

BELIEVE HOW 

RUDE I WAS! 

BUT 

WHATEVER 

YOU DO, 

PLEASE 

DON'T LOOK! 

BUT YOU'RE 

REALLY 

SOMETHING, 

SOHMA-KUN. 

I DID THINK 

THAT STORY 

WAS A LITTLE 

WEIRD, BUT... 

...BECAUSE | 
OF FAMILY I 

ISSUES. | 
THOUGHT 

YOU 

WERE IN 

SCHOOL... YOU HONESTLY 

DO LOOK JUST 

LIKE A BOY! 

ISN'T IT CUTE 

HOW SHE 

BELIEVES 

EVERYTHING YOU 

TELL HER? 

WHAT 

ARE YOU, 

A CRANE? 

JUST GO. 

I THINK YOU HEARD 

ABOUT IT FROM 

KAKERU-KUN, 

BUT UNTIL 

PARTWAY 

THROUGH 

MIDDLE 

SCHOOL, 

HE WAS 

INCREDIBLY 

QUIET. 

EVERYONE WAS 

SURPRISED WHEN 

HE CHANGED SO 

SUDDENLY. 

QUIET?! 
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STARTED 
DATING 

HE ALWAYS 

TRIES TO 

UNDERSTAND 

ME. 

IT'S A GOOD 

THING... 
HE 

TRIES TO 

PROTECT 

ME. 
I LIKED HIM, 

BUT I DIDN'T 

KNOW HE 

LIKED ME 

SOMETIMES 

WE FIGHT, 

BUT EVEN 

THEN... 

OF COURSE 

IT'S 

MEANINGFUL. MAYBE. 

MADE ME 

REALLY 

JVEMAPE 

IT THERE 

ANYWAY. 
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KOMAKL 

AND THEM I FINALLY FELT 
LIKE I WAS STARTING 

TO UNDERSTAND. 

HONEST 

THERE WAS 

A TIME WHEN 

THAT REALLY 

BOTHERED 

I FINALLY 

MADE IT. 

THIS 

FAR,AT 

LEAST. 

I HAVE A 

WAYS TO GO. 

PROBABLY 

TOOK YOU 

EVERYTHING 

JUST 

TO STAY 

STANP/NG 

BACK then: 
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"HE 
SMILES 
OFTEN." 

"...HE ms 
ABLE TO 

MEET YOU, 
MAN4BE- 

SAN." 
:amp i'm 

SURE..: 
ENJOYING 

HIMSELF :..mrs 
BECAUSE.. 

AND YOU 
SEEM TO 
BEDOING 

OKAY, TOO. 
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SEE YOU 

LATER, 

NAKAO- 

SAN. 

GOOD 

NIGHT! 

50 THAT 
SOMEONE 

OTHER THAN 
HERSELF... 

GOOD 
NIGHT! 
TAKE 
CARE! 

WOULDN'T 
BE SAP. 

JUST WHAT 
I WOULD 

EXPECT FROM 

THE ONE YOU 

CALL A "GOOD 
TEACHER." 

NOT WHAT 

I MEAN! THANKS 

FOR THE 

MEAL. 

WILL YOU 

REALLY BE 

OKAY IF WE 

DON'T TAKE 

YOU HOME? 

IT'S 

DANGEROUS 

FOR A GIRL 

TO BE OUT 

ALONE! 

...HE'S A 

REALLY 

GOOD 

PERSON! 

ER, BUT 

THAT 

MIGHT NOT 

BE A GOOD 

EXAMPLE... 

WHAT'S 

WRONG 

WITH YOUR 

EXAMPLE? 

IT'S WHAT 

YOU THOUGHT 

SO IT'S FINE. 
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• V’;/ 

t-M: - ,: 

IF THA T'S 
the my 

ARE GONNA 
STAY... 

HIM 

AGAIN? 

DEFINITELY. 

I'M 
REALLY 
GLAD I 
GOT TO 
MEET 

I THINK 

WE'RE 

GONNA BE 

HANGING 

OUT FOR A 

LONG TIME. 

WANT 
TOBE 
KIND. 

YEAH! 

YOU 

MAKF 

TO REPAY 
THEM. 

NO, I MEAN 

BECAUSE OF 

MACHI. IF HE 

STICKS WITH 

MACHI, WE'LL 

BE RELATED 

BY MARRIAGE! 

BUT THEY'RE 

BOTH KINDA 
SPACE 

CASES, SO 

THEY'RE NOT 

GETTING 

VERY FAR. 

ANT THEM 

WBE REPAID... ...you HURT 
SOMETHING 
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I\lais vki Taka' 

Q\) Lm 
—— 

WHAT?! 

ARE YOU 
SERIOUS, 

KOMAKI- 
CHAN? 

KJHEY 
MsmiMp 

tWtAP^Ass 

Mf—i oioN'T 
v/ANTMiM 

To MTTT yoM! 

OoN’T you fffT 
Awy sNAmt?! 

v/Ky oo you 

sKcificATTy 

c^oosf A <>Ay 
v/HfN I’M out 

TA?f ro m** a 
GoJ^GfoUS yoUNO 

MA*y ovfp?! oxo 
you oo TW 

i oN PUPPosf?! 

I HOPE THE 

LANDLORD 

DOESN'T 

GET MAD AT 

US AGAIN. 

To Be Continued in Volume ZO. 
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Next time in... 

The *1 selling 

sho’,on»3»«' 
•,n’\mer'i<^ 

. 

Kagura and Kazuma hotly discuss Tohru liking Kyo. With Kagura’s forceful 
encouragement, will Tohru be able to muster up the courage to tell Kyo 
how she feels? Meanwhile, Ren is determined to get her hands on Akito’s 
mystery box-even if it means killing for it! 
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