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STOKY SO FAR... 
Hello, I’m Tohru Honda and I have come 

to know a terrible secret. After the death 
of my mother, I was living by myself in a 

tent, when the Sohma family took me 
in. I soon learned that the Sohma 

family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful 
Spirit of an animal from the Chinese 

Zodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 
weak or is hugged by a member of the 
opposite sex, they change into their 

Zodiac animal! 
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Kagura Sohma, the Boar 
Bashful, yet headstrong. Determined to 
marry Kyo, even if it kills him. 

ys „ 
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Tohru Honda 
The ever-optimistic hero of our story. An 
orphan, she now lives in Shigure’s house, 
along with Yuki and Kyo, and is the only 
person outside of the family who knows 
the Sohma family’s curse. 

VIoiniji Sohma, the Kahhit 
Half-German. He’s older than he looks. 
Mother rejected him because of the Sohma curse. 
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Hatsuharu Sohma, the Ox 
The nicest of guys, except when he goes “Black.” 
Then you'd better watch out. 

Akito Sohma 

SakiHanajima Arisa Cotani 
“Hana-ehan ” Can “Uo-chan” A tough- 

sense people’s “waves,” talking “Yankee” fgj MKm.i 
.Tohru’s Best fiends 

®^a Sohma, 

Yuki Sohma, the Rat 
Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. 
At school he’s called “Prince Yuki.” 

* 

Kyo Sohma, the Cat 
The Cat who was left out of the Zodiac. 
Hates Yuki, leeks and miso. But mostly Yuki. 

Mabudachi Trio 

Shigure Sohma, the Doji 
Enigmatic, mischievous and a little 
perverted. A popular novelist. 

Hatori Sohma, the Dragon 
Family doctor to the Sohmas. Only thing he can’t 
cure is his broken heart. 

Ayame Sohma, the Snake 
Yuki’s older brother. A proud and playful drama 
queen... er, king. Runs a costume shop. 
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TERRIBLE! 
TERRIBLE! 

ULTRA-SPECIAL BLAH, BLAH, BLAH 1 

Aaargh! I keep thinking I want to change the title ofthis section, 
but before I knew it, it had gotten to the twentieth volume. 

Its long... Its too long, this title... 

bis leasing o{tA/icban mujf be 
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CUT IT 
OUT!! 

WHAT'S KYO 
MAD ABOUT 
THIS TIME? 

HE SAYS HE 
DOESN'T LIKE 
THE WAY THE 
GROUPS ARE 
SHAPING UP. 

THERE'S NO 
WAY I'LL 

GO ALONG 
WITH THIS// 

THERE. 

STOP TRYING TO 
STICK ME WITH 

THAT DAMN YUKI 
ALL THE TIME// WHAT AM I, 

YOUR TOY? 
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KYO, YOU 
DUMMKOPR! 

AAGHH! 
DAMMIT, NOW 

I DEFINITELY 
REFUSE! 

YOU GET TO GO 
WITH TOHRU. 

YOU SHOULDN'T 
BE SO SELFISH!! 

ARGH! fOR 
CRyiNG OUT 
LOUD—I you 

Guys Mmys 
Mess WITH Me 

LIKe THAT! 

I WISH 
/COULD 
GO WITH 
TOHRU! 

famous for the deer that visitors *deer sembei 
I WANT TO EAT 
PEERSENBEI* 

WITH HER! 

YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
EAT THOSE. DON'T YOU 

WANT TO, KYO? 
OR DO YOU 
EVEN HATE 
BEING WITH 

TOHRU?! 
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WHAT 
?! 
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/ YOU WANNA 
N LIVE your 

LIFE SCARED 
OF BEING 
RATTED 

SCREW THAT! OUT? 
I'D RATHER 
LET EVERY- 
ONE KNOW 

EVERYTHING!! 

LET HIM 
BAIT YOU, 

STUPID CAT. 

WBLL, WHY 
MOT STOP 
STAMPING 

THBPBAMPPO 
SOMBTHIM&H 

NO. THAT'S 
NOT ALL I'M 

SAYING. 

YOU JUST 
DON'T WANT ME 
TO TRANSFORM 
WHILE I'M RAM¬ 
PAGING, RIGHT? 
BECAUSE THEN 
WE'D ALL BE IN 

TROUBLE. 

SO 
STUPID! 

o / STUPID! 

3 

YOU'RE SO 
STUPID! K 



/ YOU WANNA 
N LIVE your 

LIFE SCARED 
OF BEING 
RATTED 

SCREW THAT! OUT? 
I'D RATHER 
LET EVERY- 
ONE KNOW 

EVERYTHING!! 

LET HIM 
BAIT YOU, 

STUPID CAT. 

WBLL, WHY 
MOT STOP 
STAMPING 

THBPBAMPPO 
SOMBTHIM&H 

NO. THAT'S 
NOT ALL I'M 

SAYING. 

YOU JUST 
DON'T WANT ME 
TO TRANSFORM 
WHILE I'M RAM¬ 
PAGING, RIGHT? 
BECAUSE THEN 
WE'D ALL BE IN 

TROUBLE. 

SO 
STUPID! 

o / STUPID! 

3 

YOU'RE SO 
STUPID! K 



I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT MADE 
YOU SNAP... 

...BUT DON'T 
GET TOHRU 
INVOLVED... 

YEAH YOU APE. 
YOU WANT TO 

LOOK COOL 
'SPECIALLY 
IN FRONT OF 

WHY STOP 
WITH THE 

NECK? 

I'LL BREAK 
EVERY BONE 

IN YOUR BODY, 
DAMN KID! 

YOUR STUPID 
PROBLEMS. KYO-KUN, 

HATSUHARU- 

WHAT? YOU 

WANNA BREAK 
MY NECK?! 
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I'M SORRY, 

BEING SO 
VIOLENT. 

I THOUGHT 

HARU! WAS 
SHE MAD?! 

ON MAKEUP 
AND STUFF. 

\ r ^ 
i WHERE \ / 1 

ARE YOU WELL... 

. GOING, /—-J BYE-BYE. 

i HARU? J/ bN\ 
v—^ 

THAT PUNK 
IS ALWAYS 

SO DAMN 
LAID BACK. 

l| WONDER 

1 

\-- 

1 FIT'S ■ 
OKAY TO 

1 LEAVE HIM 
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...THAT 
WOULD BE 
RUDE TO 
HATSU- 

, H ARU-SAN 

HE'S 
DANGEROUS.. 

IT CANT BE 
HELPED. 

RUDE?! 
HE'S THE 

ONE BEING 

YOU 
! THINK 
| YOU CAN 

JUST SAV 
j WHAT- 

1 EVER 
you-- MOMIJI! 

GET LOST! 
LEAVE!! 
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...HEST/LL 
CANT HELP 

BUT BE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT ME 

...WHAT WE 
SHOULD 
BE WOR¬ 

RIED ABOUT 

THIS ISN'T 
ABOUT MEf 

EVEN 
THOUGH 

HAPUHA5 
A LOT TO 

DEAL WITH 
P/GHTNOW ICANT 

STAND IT. 
EVEN 

NOIN, I'M 
KEEPING 

AUD 
ON THE 

FEELINGS 
I DON'T 

WANT TO 
ADMIT! 
HAVE 
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WOULDN'T 
THINK SOME¬ 

ONE SO SELF- 
ABSORBED... 

...WOULD 
COME TO 

CHECK UP 

IT DIDN'T 
SINK IN AT 

FIRST... 
YOU MEAN, 

AKITO... 

...BUT AS THE 
DAYS WENT 

ON, I GOT MORE 
AND MORE 
IRRITATED. 

IT WAS KIND 
OF A SECRET 

THAT WE 
WERE GOING 

OUT. 

ANYONE. AND 
TODAY, I 

WAS THINKING 
ABOUT IT, 

AND GETTING 
WORKED UP 

.AND I JUST 
SNAPPED. THOUGHT. 
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AT FIRST 
I'D GO TO SEE 
HER AT THE 

SICKROOM, 
AND WE'D 

SNEAK OUT 
TOGETHER. 

BUT LATELY... 
I JUST COULDN'T 
TELL WHAT SHE 

WAS THINKING. 

AND 
SUDDENLY SHE 

DUMPED ME. 

r 1 
w 

s 

HY DO 
TILL... 

' L A 
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NO, PEOPLE 
NEED TO 

HELP EACH 
OTHER WHEN 

THEY'RE IN 
TROUBLE. 

m soppy! 
i 

\o f nhk 
V/op^O! I’M 

soppy fop 

A visit*! 

I'M SORRY! 
I'M SORRY! ALL 

I EVER DO... 

I KNOW! EVEN JUST MY 
BREATHING IS INEXCUSABLE. 

WHAT WAS I THINKING, 
TRYING TO IMPOSE MYSELF 
ON SOMEONE ELSE WITH A 
VISIT? THE BOTTOM OF MY 

BAG FALLING OUT IS A FITTING 
PUNISHMENT FOR ONE AS 

SHAMEFUL AS ME! 

.JS CAUSE 
TROUBLE 
FOR THE 
PEOPLE 

AROUND ME! 

COULDN'T 
IMPOSE ON 
SOMEONE 
I'VE NEVER 

38 
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Chapter 44 
RITCHAN 

h/ooooo! 
SoMtTofof X’vf 
Nfvfp sffN 

KK/oy/S 
My NAMf! 

/ i v/As MviNg 
\ cApft-Fsst-y, fvof 
\ knowing r»^Ar rKf 

) ifcfAMy of My NAMf 
/ wAs A fcypoFN ft, 
/ Sc. MANy PFc.pt.f! I’M 
/ soppy! I’M soppy fop 

y AU- m PFopff v/fo 
APf cypsFo fo FNoypf 
s^Api^t My pififut- 

I'MAAM f^AWF! 

sopppyyy/!! 
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I'M SORRY. 

I IMPOSED 
TERRIBLY 

UPON TOHRU- 
SAN AT THE 
FRONT GATE! 

IT WAS NO 
TROUBLE 
AT ALU 

I FINALLY 
GET TO 

\ MEET HER... 
\ ANP SHE'S A 
t WOMAN! 

UNUSUAL. 

TO THINK 
THAT THE 

TIMID RITCHAN 

0TCHAN-SAN 
APPEARS ON 
THE SCENE!! 

*for defails, 

WHAT DO WE 
OWE THIS 

UNEXPECTED 
SURPRISE? 

I-I'M 
SORRY! AM 

I BOTHERING 
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^Lm61 
just 

J tdDDingf i I'M SORRY. 
X PLEASED TO 
% MEET YOU. 
N I AM RITSU 

SOHMA. 
no, no. 

seriously, 
OH NO, THE 
PLEASURE 

IS ALL MINE. 
I AM TOHRU 

HONDA! 

THANK 
YOU FOR 

TREATING 
MY MOTHER 
SO KINDLY 

BACK THEN. 

joicing 
REALLY 
JUST A 
TRIFLE. 

WHAT 
IS IT? A 

PRESENT?! 

GROUND-- 
I HOPE 

THEY'RE 

I THOUGHT 
I WOULD BRING 

FRUIT, BUT I 
DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT YOU'D 

LIKE... 

I HEARD THAT 
ALMOST ALL OF 

THE MEMBERS 
OF THE ZODIAC 

HAD MET 
TOHRU-SAN... 

...50 
I BROUGHT 

BOOKS ABOUT ...AND MY 
MOTHER 
TOLD ME 
I SHOULD 

GO TO SEE 
HER... 

...SO I 
THOUGHT IN 
THAT CASE 
IT MIGHT BE 

RUDE NOT TO 
SEE HER, AND 
SO HERE I AM. 

WORLD SOON. 
IT'S TIME 

YOU GET IT 
TOGETHER. 

J k 

V 
'l 

WELL? 
VHAT ARE 
MJ DOING ! 

1 

HERE? 

¥ 
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wr.m 

IT'S 
ALL RIGHT. 

PLEASE 
JUST SAY IT. 

TELL ME I'M 
NOT WORTHY 
OF VISITING 

THIS HOUSE! 

I'M SURE 
THAT THE 

mo ARE 
BEAUTIFUL 

TOO, EVEN 
IF THEY 

AREMEN. 

HAVEN'T 
MET HORSE- 

SAN OR 
ROOSTER- 

SAN... THAT'S NOT 
TRUE! 

ME REALLY 

...SO THIS 
MEANS 

THEY'RE 
BOTH MEN, 

TOHRU- 
KUN, 

TOHRU- 
KUN. 

RITCHAN-SAN. 

HE'S 
RIGHT! 
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YES... I'M 
SORRY... 

NO, IT 
DOESN'T 
REALLY 
MATTER. 

YOU'VE BEEN 
WEARING YOUR 
UNIFORM ALL 

THIS TIME. 

WHY DON'T 
YOU GO 

CHANGE? 

YOU, TOO 
RITCHAN. 

ARE YOU 
GOING TO KEEP 

WEARING 
LONG-SLEEVED 

KIMONOS? 

NOT THAT 
I REALLY 

WEAR THAT 
AT COLLEGE 

YES... I'M 

IS THAT 
BAP? IS 

THATRBALLy 
RAD ?! 
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SAMEOLD 
RITSU, ALL 

AS AN OLD WISE MAf 
ONCE SAID, "WHEN 

PITCH AN GETS OUT Ol 

CONTROL, WITHOUT 
PANICKING OP MAKING 
FUSS, PUSH HIS SIDE. 

Ml 
|yi mm 
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SO AML 

IT REALLY 
ALL DEPENDS 

ON HARU... 
I GUESS. 

YOU WERE 
THE SURPRISED, 

TENSION WEREN'T 
AND YOU? 

EVERY- ^ 
THING... r-^ 

WELCOME 
HOME, 

YUKI-KUN! 
JUST LIKE 
OKAMI-SAN 

THANKS. 
SO I GUESS 
YOU KNOW 

RITSU'S HERE. 

YES! I'M 
SO HAPPY 

I COULD 
MEET HER! 
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ARE YOU 
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HEARING 

THEM, MY 
HEART IS 

FULL! 

SUCH KIND 
WORDS ON 

ME... 

DON'T 
SAY SUCH 
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SAY SUCH 

RITCHAN- 
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/<_ IN THEIR OWN / 

m3 
Na •li.M -Jl •iJ 
j 

> 1 Jrvfln® 
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KM'gB 

MQlgli 
jflitaiB 

TOHRU TOOK 
A LITTLE SPILL 
WHEN YOU GET 

A CHANCE, COME 
TAKE A LOOK 

AT IT. 
IF ITS ALL 
RIGHT, I'LL 
BE THERE 

LATER 
TONIGHT. 

HUH? 

AMI 
RIGHT?! 1 

AM RIGHT, 
ARBMri?! 

I ms STRUCK 
SPEECHLESS AT 

THE STUPIDITY OF 
WHAT YOU SAID 

HONDA- 
SAN! 
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YOU SEE, 
RITCHAN IS 
VERY SHY. IF HE 

DRESSED 
LIKE A MAN, 

IT WOULD BE 
EVEN WORSE. 

NOW THAT 
YOU MENTION 

IT, WHERE 
IS RITCHAN- 
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TOHRU-SAN... 
I KNOW AN 
APOLOGY 

ISN'T ENOUGH 

MY SINS WILL 
NEVER BE 

FORGIVEN... 

...BUT I'M 
SORRY FOR 
INFLICTING 

SUCH A 
TERRIBLE 
WOUND ON 

YOU. 

ITS NOT A 
TBKRIBLB 

WOUND! IVS 
JUST A 

LITTLB CUT!! AND I'M 
SORRY THAT' 

I DIDN'T TELL 
YOU THAT 

I'M REALLY 

BUDDHA. 

THERE'S NO 
NEED TO BE! 

I DON'T THINK 
IT SHOULD BE 

EMBARRASSING 
FOR YOU TO 
DRESS AS A 

WOMAN! WHY DO I 
ALWAYS, 

ALWAYS.., 

F1T&HAN 

TROUBLE TO 
EVERYONE 

AROUND ME?! 
WHEN DID 
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SHAMELESS, 
THE WAV 
I BURDEN 

EVERYONE! 
IN THIS 

WORLD... 

WELL, YES, 
WHEN YOU 
ACT LIKE 
THIS YOU 

CERTAINLY 
ARE... MAYBE... MAYBE 

IT WOULD BE 
BETTER FOR 

EVERYONE IF I 
CUT SHORT MY 

EXISTENCE... 

IF THAT'S 
NOT A 

REASON 
FOR BEING 

BORN IN 
THIS 

WORLD... 

YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO BE 

COURAGEOUS!! 

WHY WAS 
SOMEONE 

SUCH AS I.. 

BUT NO! 
I DON'T EVEN 

HAVE THE 
COURAGE 

FOR THAT. 

THAT'S RIGHT. 
I SERVE NO 

PURPOSE IN LIFE, 
BUT WHEN IT 

COMES TO ENDING 
IT, I AM DOUBLY 

SHAMELESS. 

.GIVEN LIFE 
IN THIS 

WORLD? 

WHAT'S 
WRONG... 

...WITH BEING 
SHAMELESS?! I HATE 

MYSELF!! 

SOMETIMES 
LIVING CAN BE 
HARD, BUT IT'S 
ONLY BECAUSE 

WE'RE ALIVE THAT 
WE CAN MAKE 
EACH OTHER... 

SOMEONE 
LIKE ME 

DESERVES TO 
BE PUNISHED. 

RITCHAN, 
C'MON... 

ONLY DIVINE 
PUNISHMENT 

WILL DO! 
DON'T 

SAY THAT! 
...I DON'T 

KNOW 
WHAT IS! .LAUGH, CRY. 

BE HAPPY! 
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I TWISTED 
MY ANKLE.. 



I TWISTED 
MY ANKLE.. 



YUKTKUN. 

JS TRYING 
TO CHANGE. 

SHIGURE- 
NIISAN... NOW, THIS 

IS UNUSUAL 
I DON'T THINK 

I'VE EVER 
SEEN YOU SO 
ASSERTIVE. IF IT'S NOT 

TOO MUCH 
TROUBLE... 

WOULD IT BE 
ALL RIGHT FOR 

ME TO STAY 
JUST ONE 
NIGHT...? YOU FOR 

YOUR 
TROUBLE. 

WHEN 
you 

CALLED 

...YOU ONLY 
SAID THAT 
HONDA-KUN 
WAS HURT. 

rf 
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.WANTED 

I'M SORRY, 
I'M SORRY! 

4S 
4S 
f f 
4c 4s 

HE MAY BE A MAN, "V\V BUT HE'S STILL 
4s 4(s BEAUTIFUL... 
4(? 4s 
4c 4$ ...THE MONKEY, 

4^ 4* B/TCHAN-SAN. 

-|c 4c 

f f 
^ $ 
f -k 
if % 
Jj' Jllc 1 WONDER IF 7> >>> 

TOMORROW I'LL "Av GET TO TALK TO ■>*' */> 
JJ/|r Jfee HIM SOME MORE. 
W 'Ax 
Is Is 

f * 
Is f 
-Js -|s 
if if _sr*~- 
if if Y \ 

WHAT THE \ 
---1 HELL ARE RITSU 

\ AND HATORI 
V DOING HERE? V 
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...OR SOMEONE 
MIGHT SEND 
YOU FLYING 

THROUGH THE 

WHO ARB 
you CALUM6 
your wife?! 

HA AH?! 

WHILE WE WERE GOODNESS! 
TOGETHER AT THE 

SUMMER HOUSE, 
I NEVER GOT TO 

ASK YOU HOW YOU 
LIKE YOUR FOOD, 

HATORI-SAN! J 
MOUTH, I'LL 
BREAK YOUR 

GOOD 
MORNING, 
KYO-KUN... 

SHEESH. 

ISN'T SHE 
GREAT? AREN'T 
YOU JEALOUS? 

DON'T YOU 
JUST WANT 

TO STEAL HER 
AWAY? 

AND YOU! 
STOP SMILING 

AND TELL 
HIM YOU DON'T 

LIKE IT!! 

YOU HAD 
BETTER 

THINK TWICE 
BEFORE YOU 
SAY THOSE 

THE ONLY REASON 
THAT STUPID DOG 

KEEPS SAYING 
STUFF LIKE THAT 

IS BECAUSE YOU 
LET HIM GET AWAY 

WITH IT! 

MY NEW 
HOUSEWIFE! 

ill IS THERE 
ENOUGH 
SALT? 

IT'S NOT 
TOO SPICY, ter'l 

l5IT? 
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IT’s Nc-T KFp 

fAui-T! iW 

soppyyyyi!! 

* i AtwAys 
r\ NAvf copKi 

fl-Affsfop 
M \ *pfA*fAsT. 

E? V so T^PU-sAN 
^ poypb fW 

* am m 
JSif «»*$«■ 

Atf* « 
Ev4- oNff Nov/, OH YEAH... 

YOU'RE STILL 
HERE, TOO... pieefise nesitL ., 

v pesIVBFJ^ ^U^MENTi 
\»UP6M»ffl 

I KNEW 
TW\T NoJ“NiNg 
sut v/oum> 
coME of My 

PAi*TA^G of 
WAKfAsT 

AT sHi*Uf*E- 
NnsA^’s 

NoNopAfeTE 
NoME!! 

RITCHAN, NEXT 
TIME PUT DOWN 

YOUR CEREAL 
> BEFORE YOU 
f LAUNCH INTO 

YOUR VIOLENT 
i CONFESSIONS. 

Now, ' 
Now «>N 

EAl^TN cAN 
i possi^i.y 

MA^E IT UP 
jo you, Kyo- 
sAAAA^?ft 

RITCHAN- 
SAN... 

'L 

If 
Jw, 

:- gL. 
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PLEASE DRINK 
AS MUCH MILK 

AS YOU LIKE 
FROM THIS DISH! 

I'VE HARDLY 
TOUCHED IT! 

WHY IS HE 
APOLOGIZING? 

m 

soppy i 

*.£T JUST 60 TO 
me stofb 
AMP Buy 

SOMBMOKB 
MILK!! 

I’M soppy 
i MAof 

you uArff! 

RITCHAN-SAN, 
SO BEAUTIFUL 
THAT AT FIRST 
GLANCE VOUV 
THINK HE WAS 

A WOMAN. 

RITCHAN- 

soppy! youu 
sUspTNoB 

fcfcAusf of 
LAff. ANc 

T^fN yoULL te 
Fxpfi-ffo! I’H so 

soppy!!! 

(I REALLY 
DID THINK 
HE WAS A 
WOMAN...) 

RITCHAN- 
SAN, THE 
MONKEY. 

I'M SORRY TO 
DO THIS AGAIN, 
BUT YOU CANT 

SAY I DIDN'T 
WARN YOU... 

PERSONALITY 
REALLY DOES 

SEEM TO 
RESEMBLE 

HIS MOTHER'S. 

HEY! DON'T YOU 
GO DECIDING THE 
FUTURE OF MY 

SCHOOLING!! 

YUKI-KUN, 
YOU'RE 

UP LATE. 

woke 
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FUNNY. YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 

MORE OF A 
VILLAIN. 

WHY IS 
THAT?! CANT 

MY DREAM 
COME TRUE?! 

AAYA'S 

CONFIDENCE IS 
FAR BEYOND 

THAT OF 
MORTAL MEN! 

Someone like 
should set liis s 

a little lower 

AYAME 
ASIDE... 

50, 
LISTEN. 

...THE PEOPLE 
AROUND 

YOU AREN'T 
BLAMING YOU 

OR CRITICIZING 
YOU AS MUCH 
AS YOU THINK. 

HE SURE 
DOES HAVE 
A mvoF 
PUTTING 

\ THINGS 
\ BLUNTL Y . 

1 NONE OF 
IK US REALLY 
7 , GIVE A HOOT 

IT S WHEN ABOUT YOU 
YOU START ONE WAY OR 

APOLOGIZING THE OTHER. 
LIKE THAT THAT 

YOU REALLY 
CREEP PEOPLE . . 

SO YOU 
CAN HAVE A 

LITTLE MORE 
COMPOSURE. 

RITCHAN, 
YOU WANT 

TO BE A 
BETTER MAN, 
DON'T YOU? 

iWlr YOU, YOU 
fW NEED TO 

4»/ CALM 
5a ^/*C YOU STAYED DOWN, 

a HERE BECAUSE 

’/Mm 
S YOU HAVE . 

\ SOMETHING T " I 
4 TO ASK TOHRU- / J 
\ \ KUN, DIDN'T 
v \ yqu^ / “ “ 

YES... I'M II ... .. 
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broken. (The 
PSZ is -fine.) 
It fiz.z.!ed out 

And so, 

as 1 sat there 
And stAred (in 

shock) At the 

blACk TV screen, 

HE'LL COME 
TOMORROW 
FOR SURE! 

7'M SORRY. 

"I APOLOGIZE. 

“Wouldn’t it be 
cool if the titles 

of a/I the gAmes 

Tve plAyed And 

the time 1 Spent 

scrolled by like 

credits in a 

)/o\j served me 

well, p/AystAtic 

$An...ThAnk yo 
TOHRU, WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
YOUR HAND? 

"...FATHER; 
mother: 

N-NO, UM... / 
I WAS 

CLUMSY... 1 IT HAPPENED 
WHEN RITSU 

I WAS ON THE 
A RAMPAGE. 

BUT I'M FINE! 
IT'S JUST A 
SCRATCH. 

REALLY? IS 
THAT TRUE? 
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...FOP 
SOMETHING.. 

IT'S LIKE 
SOMEONE 

TRIED THEIR 
ABSOLUTE 

VERY HARDEST 
TO WRAP IT!! 

IH/\I b 
SOME 

BANDAGE 
YOU HAVE 

THERE. 

RITCHAN 

WORLD?" 

:f MOMMY.. 

"DOES THAT 
MEAN/WAS 
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IF HE DOESN'T r 
EAT TAKOYAKI, L 

HIS WRITING * 
BRUSH SLOWS k 

DOWN! X 
OR SO HE 

SAYS... 

Y-YOU'RE 
RIGHT!! 

YES, WHAT 
IS IT?! 

NO, I 
COULDN'T! 

RITCHAN- 
SAN, YOU 
GO FIRST! 

I DON'T YOU 
FEEL LIKE 

WE'RE 
GETTING 

i NOWHERE 
\ LIKE THIS?! 

N-NO, 
WHAT DO 
YOU HAVE 
TO SAY?! / COULDN'T! 

s-s-s-so, 
RITCHAN- 

BY ALL SAM... 
MEANS!! 

4 
3 OH 1 r'\ 

,, „ # f / 

I COULDN'T! ^ -4* 

1 PLEASE, | 
l TOHRU-SAN! 1 

NO, NO, 

k \ PLfAsf 

^ fopGivf Wff 
iu ^ 

i’M soppy! Av/A/! 
i’M soppy i 

rprft.ro rA*f 
irMcwiu * 
AporoGi^ft a f 

IU AM-oeirf A/Xj ro iw v/Horr \v n 
woproi inx jov 

..IT WOULD 
MAKE ME I’MMM \ 

sopp^yfyi 

x, RITCHAN- 
^ SAN...? 

takoyaki: dumplings made with bits 
octopus meat—a tasty treat! 

Enjoying t^e takoyaki. 

SHIGURE- 
NIISAN... 

r r Tako- 
)/aro 

1 / A 1 / 
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'inside; they 
OFTEN TALK 
ABOUT HOW 
WORTHLESS 

I AM... 
...AND 

MY POOR 
PARENTS, ALL 
THEY CAN DO 
IS APOLOGIZE. 

I'M WEAK. 
AND 

CLUMSY.. 

EVER SINCE I 
DISCOVERED BY 
CHANCE THAT 

WEARING WOMEN'S 
CLOTHING HELPS 
ME CALM DOWN 

A LITTLE, I'VE 
DRESSED LIKE 

THAT. 

I THOUGHT 
I'D TRY TO BE 
STRONGER... 

wc*1' 

BUT THAT 
JUST ADDED TO 

THE NUMBER 
OF THINGS MY 
PARENTS HAD 
TO APOLOGIZE 

JUST DON'T 
HAVE THE 

CONFIDENCE. 

I...RE ALLY 
AM HOPE¬ 

LESS... 

I KNOW IT'S 
MY FAULT 

FOR BEING A 
SON THAT 

SHE HAS TO 
APOLOGIZE 

IM POSSESSED 
BY A VENGEFUL 

SPIRIT, BUT 
UNLIKE THE 

OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE ZODIAC... 

F-FORGIVE 
ME. IT MUST 

I4M935 
YOU TO BE 

ASKED SUCH 
THINGS. I'M 
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OF THINGS MY 
PARENTS HAD 
TO APOLOGIZE 

JUST DON'T 
HAVE THE 

CONFIDENCE. 

I...RE ALLY 
AM HOPE¬ 

LESS... 

I KNOW IT'S 
MY FAULT 

FOR BEING A 
SON THAT 

SHE HAS TO 
APOLOGIZE 

IM POSSESSED 
BY A VENGEFUL 

SPIRIT, BUT 
UNLIKE THE 

OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE ZODIAC... 

F-FORGIVE 
ME. IT MUST 

I4M935 
YOU TO BE 

ASKED SUCH 
THINGS. I'M 



■ 0; 
EVENSO.. 

EVEN IF YOU 
BEL'EVE 

, THEBE IS A 
REASON 

...SOME¬ 
TIMES YOU 

LOSE THAT 
REASON. 

I'M SURE 
THERE WAS 
NO REASON... 

BUT I STILL 
KEEP LIVING. I 
REALLY AM... 

SHAME- 

TO FIND 
IT, AREN'T 

HOPELESS. 

I'M SURE 
THAT 

INSIDE YOUR 
a worths 
miLEsom MAYBE IT 

WOULD BE 
BETTER... 

TRYING WITH 
ALL YOUR 
MIGHT TO 
FIND IT ON 

YOUR OWN... I'M SORRY. 

.IF I DIDN'T 
EXIST. 

THE 
REASON 

YOU WERE 

MY HEART 
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...AND 
UNCERTAIN. 

BECAUSE IT COULD 
BE YOUR 

DREAMS... 

BECAUSE 
REALLY... 

mzEmm 

MBS 

A REASON 
TOEXIST. 

...OR A 
PERSON. 

...THERE MIGHT 
NOT BE ANY¬ 

ONE WHO WAS 
BORN WITH A 

REASON. 

I THINK 
EVERYONE MIGHT 
HAVE TO FIND IT 
THEMSELVES... 

AND DECIDE 
IT FOR THEM¬ 

SELVES. 

I THINK... 
THAT EVERY- 

ONE...EVERYONE 
MIGHT HAVE 

TO FIND ONE ON 
THEIR OWN. 
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/ WANT YOU TO 
SA y THEM ONE 

MOPE TIME 

THAME YOU 
SOMUCH. 

THE PEOPLE IN 
MY LIFE GIVE ME 

SOMETHING TO 
LIVE FOR.\ 

/ WANT TO 

AND 
SOMEDAY, 

I HOPE I'LL 
FIND THAT 

SPECIAL 
SOMEONE TO 

WHOM 
I CAN SAY 

S0...THAT'S 
WHY I'M LIVING. 

WHENEVER I 
START TO FEEL 

SAD, I THINK ABOUT 
MY REASON, AND 

I KNOW I HAVE TO 
KEEP DOING MY 

I HOPE I CAN. 
SOMEDAY. 

/ BECAUSE IF 
YOU STAY TRUE 

TO YOURSELF 
AND LIVE YOUR 

\ LIFE BOLDLY, 
\ SOMEDAY... 

...WHO WILL 
WANT TO EAT 

TAKOYAKI WITH 
YOU MORE THAN 

WITH ANYONE 
I WONDER 

POSSIBLE. 
MY REASON. .1 WANT TO 

FIND IT IN 
SOMEONE 

..YOU MIGHT 
BE ABLE 
TO MEET 

SOMEONE... 
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I REALIZE 
THAT NO 
PARENT 
WANTS 

TO BURY 
THEIR OWN 

CHILD... A 

PERHAPS THA T 
PERSON /sour 
THERE WAITING 
TO HEAR THOSE 

WORPS... 

....ANP/JUST 
HAVEN'T MET 
THAT PERSON 

YET.. 

FATHER, 
MOTHER... 

I HOPEI 
CAN SAY 

IT- 
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yes, set/sen 
WITH IKAYAKI 
OH TAKOYAKI 
oh wHATeven 

iTTAKesi wHire 
QUICKLY 
WITHOUT 

HeSITATIOM! . 

sfcpy?! r^Ar 
cPFAofyU 

Pi-fAst, oNli- 
sAN, PLFAsf 
wpjirf v/itk 

pov/fW! 

I’M soppy! 
I’M soppy, 
sHieupf- 
NiisAM 

you coulpnt 
fMSH? THAT’S 

TeHHIBLei 
WetL HAVe TO 

PHOPyoUH THIS IS no 
■me for 
WALKING! 

THB MANU¬ 
SCRIPT!! 

DID YOU 
GET MY 

TAKOYAKI? 
PAMMIT! 

stupip- 
SBAlSBV. 

Give Me 
meMANu 
SCRIPT!! WHERE THE 

HECK DID YOU 
COME FROM!?! 

.POWER. THE 
MANUSCRIPT? 
WHAT MAKES 

YOU THINK I 
POSSIBLY HAVE 

IT FINISHED? 

A CERTAIN 
SOMEONE NAMED 
RITSU SHOWED 
UP AND KEPT 

. ME FROM MY 
X WRITING. 

'ill ■ i 
|{ lS ; pi 
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mk 

THAT IS-! 
WHEN SHIGURE- 

NIISAN EATS 
TAKOYAKI, HE 
TRANSFORMS 
INTO A GREAT 

WARRIOR... 

UM... W-WHAT 
IS... TAKOYAKI 

POWER? 

OH YBAH! 
SBhJSBl 

THBMAhJU 
SCRIPT!! 

ttfM 
un 

TW MA 
scpipp 

WHOA. A STRANGE 
PERSON JUST 

WALKED IN 
WHO LOOKS 

EXACTLY 
LIKE YUKI. 

I DON'T 
BELIEVE 

IT. 

THAT'S WHY 
I SNUCK IN. 

J CAN FIND 
MY REASON. 
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I'M DOING MY 
BEST TO SHOW 

HER-JUST 
SHORT OF DOING 

ANYTHING 
ILLEGAL. 

DON'T TELL 
ME YOU'RE 

EMBARRASSED 
TO CALL HER 

THAT, SINCE IT'S 
BEEN SO LONG? 

HOW MUCH 
1 LIKE HER. 

, ", 

J • 

/ 

'I 1 DON'T 
THINK RIN 

REALIZES.. 

I'M NOT GOING 
TO GIVE UP ON 

HER YET. 
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Monkey-P.it chan, wonderfully frightened. 
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OH YEAH, 
THOSE OF YOU 
WHO HAVEN'T 

TURNED IN 
YOUR PAPERS 

ON CAREER 

BE HAVING 
PARENT-TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 
RIGHT AFTER 

SUMMER BREAK. 
Araki-sama, 

Kawaai-sama, mother, "father, 

everyone involved in making the 

anime, all the wtfce actors, and 

everyone who reads this manga 

MAKE SURE 
YOU LET YOUR 

PARENTS OR 
GUARDIAN KNOW. 

<t up it5 rw'5 Highness fhe w> 

turn. )/ou know who 1 mean! 

home! 

ton and (Jo are so much] alike that they argue a /of, buf 

robab/y being so much] alike is what irritates them the 

most... Something like that. 

bJatsuki Takaya 
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-■)» r> '■v 

vitlS*9n"nb/a 

,L 9<vmbfa / 

tejjtfvwAfc BE 
GRATEFUL 
YOU WERE 

BORN A 
WOMAN, 

IF YOU WERE VWKEE! 
A MAN, I'D 

KILL YOU IN A f-_^ssras«£ 
SECOND, DAMN ^SSll 

/ KYON-KVON, (cyoooon 
/ HAVE YOU Kyon! 

DECIDED ON 
WHAT YOU'RE 

GONNA BE __a 
\ WHEN YOU MMA 

A*. grow up? JWlMkl 

I'M PISSED 
BECAUSE 

I'M HUNGRY!! 

IT'S 
BECAUSE 

I WAS BORN 
A WOMAN 
THAT I DID 
THAT, YOU 

STUPID 
ASS! 

IGUESSI 
SHOULD ASK 

GRANDPA. 

' BEING 
HUNGRY 

&r\d had PUTS ME 
IZt IN A BAD 
U"A MOOD!! 

trainer? 

SHUT UP!! 
THAT'S NONE 

OF YOUR 
BUSINESS! MY 

GUARDIAN 

BECAUSE 
IT'S EASY 
TO KICK!! 

THERE'S BEEN 
SO MUCH 

GOING ON, WE 
KEEP MISSING 
EACH OTHER. 

IT'S BEEN A 
LONG TIME 

SINCE WE'VE 
ALL EATEN 

LUNCH 
TOGETHER! 

WITH THESE 
PEOPLE 

AROUND /CAN 
EAT BUT IT 

WONT TASTE 
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''Ml 

aw 

YOU COULD 
JUST GET 

MARRIED AND 
LET SOMEONE 

ELSE PAY 
THE BILLS. 

I hi5 may be a 

pretty (really?) 

old topic, but 

"Shadow Hearts” 

■for the PSZ was 

a fun game. Por 

Some reason, 

1 kept telling 

myself, 'I like 

this, ” and played 

as if entranced. 

(I know the 

reason...) 1 liked 

)/uri. 1 liked ho w 

he talked when 

he got mad and 

I liked how he 

moves when 

battles are over. 

Because of that, 

1 always tried 

to have )/uri give 

the final blow, so 

1 almost died 

I HAVEN'T 
STARTED... 

' HAVE YOU 
TURNED IN 

YOUR PAPER ON 
YOUR FUTURE 
PLANS YET...? 

IN THAT CASE, 
I SHOULD GO TO 
COLLEGE FIRST 

AND GET A BETTER 
JOB TO HELP 

SUPPORT YOU... , 

I SEE... HOW 
TROUBLING... REALLY 

YES, I CANT 
IMAGINE YOU 

\ WORKING 
\ HARDER... 

WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING 

TO DO WITH 

YES... A 
JOB WOULD 

BE NICE... 

To be continued 

in part 5 
YEAH, 

BUT WHY 
BOTHER? 
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GOALS.. 

;• , 7 * ,..^A/£ 
s/‘ should 
r^-TST- iv^-l follow THE 

FUTURE. 

I WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE 

THAT... 

WHADDA- 
YAMEAN 

I GUESS HE'S 
KINDA LIKE 

YOU, TOHRU. I'M SURE 
HE'S NOT 

WHAT YOU'RE 
IMAGINING, 
HANAJIMA. 

OH MY... IS 
THAT A 

CHALLENGE 
PONT 60 
PICKING 
PIGHTS 

LJKB THAT!! 

THAT'S NOT 
WHAT I 

MEANT...! 

UH, UM... EVEN 
IF I COULD 

GET MARRIED, 
THAT WON'T 

BE FOR A 
LONG TIME... 

MARRIAGE 

IT WOULD BE 
FUNNY IF I GOT 
MARRIED FIRST. 

GUY AT WORK 
WHO DOESN'T 

TOTALLY 

LIKE 
SOMEONE 

K WOULD 
k MARRY 
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wMHHkWW 
WORRY. I'M 
NOT GOING 

\ TO TELL 

GET 
THE REST 

OF THE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM 

KUNIMITSU... 

PRACTICE 
IS OVER. I'M 

GOING INSIDE! 
YOU COME 

TOO, SHISHOU! 

....STARING 
AT ME FROM YwV # 

BEHIND IF 
YOU WANTED 
TO TELL ME ^ 
SOMETHING. 

. S0- SINCE 
V you WERE 

vl —'TAX LITTLE, 
YOU'VE HAD 

'■ Wtt I \ THE HABIT 

IT'S A LIEU 
\ mi 

1/ I'LL 
1 DON'T HAVE / 1 SEE you 

SUCH A WUSSY 1 \ 1 TOMORROW n- 
HABIT!! / 

THANK 
you. 

V AT TEN. J 

V 
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DO YOUR < 
BEST, 

MOMIJI- 
CHAN!! 

REALLY?! BUT, YOU 
KNOW, I'VE 
ALREADY 
DECIDED. IT'S ALMOST 

SUMMER 
BREAK. SOMEDAY. 

ALL THE LAST 
MINUTE SCHOOL 

PROJECTS BEFORE 
VACATION ARE 

THE WORST, 

FIGHT ON, 
MOMUI-CHAN!! 

WE'RE WITH 
YOU!! , 

I'LL SHOW 
YOU, TOHRU!! 

IT?! IT'S 
WONDERFUL!! 

WONDERFUL! 

MY GOAL 
MIGHT 

BE... , 
IT WOULD 
BE GREAT 

IF IT CAME 
TRUE... 

MAKING US 
TURN IN A 

PAPER ABOUT 
OUR FUTURE 

IT 
LOOKS. 

.IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ME. 

SO I KEEP 
BELIEVING. 
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IT SEEMS 
LIKE MOMIJI-KUN 

HAS ALREADY 
DECIDED WHERE 

HE WANTS TO 
60 IN LIFE. 

SAID HE'D 
SHOW ME 

NEXT TIME. 

I DON'T KNOW 

WHAT HE'LL 
SHOW ME 

THOUGH... 

OBSTACLES 
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you WENT 
TO THE DO JO 
TODAY, RIGHT, 

KYO-KUN? 

A WASTE? 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
HE'S A GIRL 

HUH? YEAH... 
I GUESS. HE 

CUT OFF HIS 
PONYTAIL. 

IS SHISHOU- 
SAN DOING 

WELL? 
WHAT A 
WASTE! 

I WONDER IF 
SHIGURE-SAN 
IS SLEEPING? 

WHO KNOWS? 
HIS SLEEP 

PATTERN IS 
S/ 

GAHH! I'M 
HUNGRY! 

I,''-'" 

KYO-KUN? 
WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING UP? 

*Soumen: noodles 

Tohru always makes if from scratch. 

Okay l 
BUT... WHAT g, 
WERE YOU 
PLANNING 

I HAVE TO 
GET THINGS 
READY FOR 

TOMORROWS 
BREAKFAST! 

I HAVE 1 
TO GET 

READY FOR 
BREAKFAST, 

ANYWAY. 

WOULD YOU 
LIKE ME TO 
MAKE THEM 

FOR YOU? 

I WAS 
HUNGRY AND 

COULDN'T 
SLEEP, SO I 

THOUGHT I'D 
HAVE SOME 

SOUMEN* 
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DOTING 
PARENT. 

ALWAYS A 
SUPERSTITION 

OF mine: 

"I GUESS 
/WAS 

FINALLY 
READY TO 
ACCEPT... 

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SMILING 
ABOUT? 

...NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH I 

WANT IT... 

IF I'M NOT 
CAREFUL 

NOTHING! 
SO, KYO-KUN, 
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FOR THE 
FUTURE... 

...IF THE 
SOHMA DON'T 
LIKE IT, IT'S 

OVER. 

IF THERE'S 
ONE THING THIS 
STUPID FAMILY 
IS GOOD AT, IT'S 

TELLING PEOPLE 
WHAT THEY 

CANT DO. 

...THAT A 
CERTAIN 

SOMEONE 
WOULD BE 

OKAY EVEN 
ificutit: 

...EVEN IF 
SHISHOU 
SAYS IT'S 

OKAY... 

S’ffiy 
v \\\™ 

’V: BIBB m l" i 
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IT'S LIKE... 

MAKING 

...GETTING A 
JOB, LIVING ON 

YOUR OWN... 
THOSE ARE 

ALL THINGS... 

//A GRADUATING 
Jk HIGH SCHOOL 

...THAT YOU 
PROMISED 
YOUR MOM 
YOU'D DO 

WHEN SHE 
WAS AROUND. 



IT'S LIKE... 

MAKING 

...GETTING A 
JOB, LIVING ON 

YOUR OWN... 
THOSE ARE 

ALL THINGS... 

//A GRADUATING 
Jk HIGH SCHOOL 

...THAT YOU 
PROMISED 
YOUR MOM 
YOU'D DO 

WHEN SHE 
WAS AROUND. 



MOTHER 

PROBABLY 
PRETTY ANXIOUS 

ABOUT YOUR 
FUTURE. 
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ARE YOU 
TALKING 

YOU SHOULDN'T 
CONFIDE THIS IN > 

ME. YOU HAVE 'V 
TO PRETEND YOU 1 

DIDN'T SEE THOSE u 
ANXIETIES IN ^ 

. ME... 

...OR I'LL 
BREAK 

fl DOWN AND 
S-START... 

I CRYING... SO 
1 PLEASE! 

I'M ALREADY 
USED TO 

YOUR CRYING... 
YOUR NOSE IS 

RUNNING. 

P-PLEASE 
DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT ME!! 

... wwr 
YUKFKUN 
,wASr< 

TRYING TO 
TELL ME 

SHISHOU-SAN 
IS WAITING 

FOR YOU TO 
CONFIDE IN 

HIM... EVEN IF 
IT'S SOME¬ 

THING IS BAD. 

THEANX/ETY 
STARTS TO... WHEN/ 

REALLY 
STOP TO 

THINK... 
..ABOUT 
THOSE 

THINGS... 
.../PONT 

KNOW WHAT 
TO DO OR WHO 
TO TALK TO. 

ANP 
BEFORi 
IKNOIA 

IT... 

SICK WITH 
worn. 

./START 
TO GET... 

WILL I BE 
ABLE TO 

E/NP GO OP 
JOBS SOMEPAY 

ILL- AFTER I 
GRAPUATE, 

THREE YEARS... 
IN TEN YEARS 

POWN THE 
ROAP... 

CAN I REALLY 
L/VEBY 

MYSELF7 
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mwm 

QUIET, 
KVO-KUN. 

PERHAPS 
/CAN OFFER 

SOME ADVICE?! 

YOU KNOW, 
TOHRU-KUN, 
WHEN YOU 

GET ANXIETy 
ABOUT THE 

FUTURE... 

SHIGURE- 
SAN.J 

you WERE 
AWAKE?! 

I JUST 
WOKE UP. OH, 

DON'T CRy, 
TOHRU-KUN. 

...IT'S BETTER 
NOT TO THINK 

ABOUT IT. 
Arid lei's r\oi wipe our 
faces wiiLy dislyiowels. 

GOODNESS, 
KyO-KUN! 

WHAT DID 
you DO TO 

HER? 

...PILED SO 
HIGH AROUND 

yOUR FEET 
THAT YOU 

CANT MOVE. 
are you 

WITH ME? 

FOR 
EXAMPLE, 
LET'S SAY, 

TOHRU-KUN. 

WHY ARE 
you SUCH A 
CRyBABy? 

HE'S TRYING Y 
TOMAKEME 

LOOK BAP! 

HE'S ALWAYS 

DOING THAT 

TOME!! >K 

...THAT 
•you ARE 

SURROUNDED 
WITH A 

MOUNTAIN OF 
LAUNDRy... 
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NOW, LET'S 
ASSUME YOU DON'T 

HAVE A WASHING 
MACHINE, SO YOU 
HAVE TO WASH 

EVERYTHING 
INDIVIDUALLY 

BY HAND. 

BECAUSE 
FORTUNE IS 

LOOKING OUT 
FOR YOU. 

YOU'D WORRY 
ABOUT IF YOU 
COULD EVER 

WASH EVERY¬ 
THING, IF YOU 
COULD GET IT 
ALL CLEAN... 

...YOU'LL 
BE DONE 

BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT. 

YOU WOULD 
BE AT A LOSS 
FOR WHAT TO 

DO, RIGHT? 

...IF YOU'D 
EVER HAVE 
TIME FOR 
ANYTHING 

BUT LAUNDRY 
EVER AGAIN! 

AND IF YOU 
KEEP WASHING 
THINGS ONE AT 

A TIME... 

...IT'S ALSO 
IMPORTANT TO 
THINK ABOUT 

WHAT YOU CAN 
DO NOW, WHAT 

YOU CAN DO 

\ TODAY. / 

SOMETIMES 
THE ANXIETY WILL 

START TO WELL 
UP, BUT WHEN 

IT DOES... 

..TAKE A 
LITTLE 
BREAK. 

COURSE IT'S 
IMPORTANT 

TO THINK 
ABOUT WHAT 
LIES AHEAD, 

TOO... 

...BUT IF 
YOU ONLY 
LOOK AT 
WHAT'S 

DOWN THE 
ROAD... 

...OR EAT 
SOUMEN WITH 

EVERYONE. 

...YOU'LL GET 
TANGLED IN THE 

LAUNDRY AT 
YOUR FEET AND 
YOU'LL FALL, 
WON'T YOU? 
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1-1 DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO EXPLAIN 
IT, BUT, UM... 

WHY YOU... 
YOU JUST 

WANTED TO 
EAT SOUMEN, 
DIDN'T YOU?! 

WHAT A 
WONDERFUL 

ANALOGY!! 

ON 
NIGHTS. I REALLY MUST 

TREAT MYSELF 
TO SOME SOUMEN 

AS A REWARD... 
OH! I'D LIKE SOME 

TEA, TOO! 

WmENM 
mXiPUSE: 
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THERE'S A LEGEND 
THAT SAYS IF YOU 
EAT PINK SOUMEN, 
YOU'LL BECOME A 

PERVERT!! 
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"SO WHAT 
APE YOU 
SAYING?" 

"SO WHAT IF 
YOU ARE A 

TOOL?" 

UL-5PE BLAH BLAH. BLAH 4 

The reason. Aaya is wearing long sleeves is to 

protect against sunburn, ties the type that sunburns 

easily. HatoriS probably the same way. 
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I SEE! I'SEE! SO 
THAT'S HOW IT IS! 
DO YOU ALWAYS 
GET SO LONELY 
WHEN I LEAVE 

k|f|g 
JNJa 
HI: 
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_J WORRY NOT, 
DEAREST AAYA! 

YOU CAN EAT THE 
PEACH THAT 

...IF YOU DON'T I PEELED... 
MIND THAT 

IT'S ALREADY / 
HALF-EATEN... 

Continued. 

GURE-SAN... HOW 
CAN I ACCEPT 

WHEN MY HEART 
IS ALREADY 

FILLED WITH 
YOUR LOVE? 

I really liked 

the “Shadow 

Hearts” music, 

so 1 bought the 

Soundtrack, too. 

(J know why...) 

music. Now i 

even listen to it 

while I’m work¬ 

ing. But, oh... 

that Judgment 

Ring theme 

goes around and 

around inside 

I'M... I'M SO 
TIRED... YOU 
GUYS HAVE 

COMPLETELY 
WORN ME OUT. 

r WHAT'S 
WRONG, YUKI- 

\ KUN? 

J was relieved 

when 1 beat 

■man, 

DON'T YOU 
GET TIRED 
ALWAYS 

CRITICIZING 
EVERY LITTLE 
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THIS? AND I 
WENT TO ALL 
THE TROUBLE 
OF MAKING IT 

CONCISE! 

THAT'S TOO 
CONCISE. I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND!! 

THAT HAS 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO 

DO WITH 
ANYTHING!! 

WHATEVER 
IT IS, JUST 

FORGET IT!! I#M 
BUSY ENOUGH 

AS IT IS!! 

yuki-kun, you 
LOOK LIKE 

yOU'RE ABOUT 
TO COLLAPSE, 
SO I'LL TELL 
YOU QUICK-- 

AAyA CAME 
HERE TO SEE 
you ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 

WE SEEM TO V 
HAVE SOMEHOW \ 
STRAYED FROM 

THE MAIN TOPIC, / 
BUT I CAME HERE 

TO SEE you A 
ABOUTSOME- AN 

Ml 

I DON'T 
WANT YOUR 
FUN!! ANY- 

WAY, MAKE 
IT SIMPLE. 

SIMPLE... 

TELL ME ONLY 
WHAT IT IS, GET 

RIGHT TO THE 
POINT, AND MAKE 

IT SIMPLE AND 
AS CONCISE AS 

POSSIBLE. 

T 
SIMPLE. 

[til fill ■I' 111* 
mjmm 

11 all] 
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I NEED TO 
HARVEST THE 

EPAMAME* 
SOON. 

mmvm ' WWm 
Wmlr Imi fjWfIJgS™] 

BE?2? H 
8 u mm 
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WHAT ARE YOU 
SAYING?! WHO ON 
EARTH BESIDES 
MYSELF WOULD 
PROTECT YOU IF 

YOU WERE TO RUN 
■JNTO BANDITS?! MY STUPID 

BROTHER!! THERE 
ARE NO 

BANDITS 
HERE!! 

BECAUSE I'VE 
ALREADY GONE 

PAST THE 
CRITICAL POINT! 

ANYWAY, I'M 
GOING TO A 

PLACE THAT 
ONLY HONDA- 

SAN AND I 
KNOW ABOUT. 

I CANT 
LET ANYONE 
FOLLOW ME! 

LET'S JUST 
GO BACK TO 
THE HOUSE... 

THIS MUST BE 
A SIGN FROM 

HEAVEN THAT WE 
BROTHERS ARE TO 

TALK SLOWLY, 
CAREFULLY, AND 
DELIBERATELY 

, TOGETHER 
\ WITH NO / 

INTERFERENCE! 

THIS MUST ^ 
BE WHAT THEY 
MEAN BY "BEING 
KICKED WHILE 
YOU'RE DOWN"!! 

DO WHAT 
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YOU WANT TO 
GO INSTEAD OF 
OUR PARENTS. 

(Lest 
vrafs! 

THAT'S 
IT EXACTLY! I'M SURPRISED 

YOU WERE 
ABLE TO GO TO 

SCHOOL, BEING SO 
SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO HEAT AND 

COLD. y 

i I I Li. I 

‘HAT'S AMAZING, { 
YUKI! ARE YOU I 

PSYCHIC?! 

SO AS I TRIED TO 
ASK BEFORE, AM I 

EXPECTED TO BRING 
A PRESENT IN THAT 

SITUATION?! 

WOULD IT BE 
APPROPRIATE 

TO BRING A 
BOUQUET OF 

ROSES?! , 
OF COURSE 

I WAS ABLE 
TO GO! 

DON'T 
WORRY 

ABOUT IT... 
I'LL JUST 
ASK MOM 
AND DAD 
TO GO... 

BECAUSE THE 
CAR THAT TOOK 
ME TO SCHOOL 
WOULD DRIVE 

RIGHT UP TO THE 
SCHOOL'S GATE! 

SPEAKING 
OF SCHOOL, 

I JUST 
REMEMBERED 

I HAPPENED 

TO OVERHEAR 
THAT YOUR 

PARENT-TEACHER 
CONFERENCE IS 

COMING UP. 

...OR WANT 
ANYTHING 

FROM THEM. 

THAT'S WHAT I 
CAME HERE TO 
TALK TO YOU 

ABOUT. 

I JUST 
DON'T EXPECT 

ANYTHING 
FROM THEM... 

DON'T 
TELL ME. 
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STILL, IF 
I CALL 
THEM... 

POINT. 
...FOR 

SOMETHING 
LIKE A PARENT- 

TEACHER 
CONFERENCES 

I WISH.. 
.1 NO LONGER 
HAVE ANY 

...THAT 
ICOULP 

SAy... 

...THEY 
MIGHT TRY 

TO TAME ME 
AGAIN. 
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...WOULD 
HAVE SOLD 

YOU... 

AND THERE 
WERE MANY 

INDULGENCES 
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I -•7»''ti •'-*Vi:::11 =-'C;- t - ■:.- 

F: :-r* 1 

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO 
IS TAKE ME TO THE 
PARENT-TEACHER 

CONFERENCE IN PLACE 
OF OUR PARENTS!! 

WERE YOU 
LISTENING 

I CANT KEEP 
RUNNING AWAY. 

I'M CALLING 
THEM. 

ALLOW 
ME TO DEBRIEF 

YOU ON A 
WONDERFUL 

OUR 
PARENTS. 

...I STILL 
HAVEN'T 

FIGURED OUT 
WHAT MY 

GOALS ARE. 

concern! 

IF I GO, THEN IT 
DOESN'T MATTER 

IF YOUR GOALS 
ARE DECIDED 

OR NOT! 

THAT CASE, 
I SHOULD BE 

PREPARED 
TO TALK... 

...ABOUT 
WHY I CHOSE 
THIS LYRICAL 
PROFESSION 

OVERFLOWING 
WITH FANTASY! 

IN FACT, 
PERHAPS IT 
WOULD BE 

EASIER IF WE 
JUST DISCUSSED 

ME INSTEAD. 
TO COME 
UP WITH 

SOMETHING. 

OTHERWISE 
MOM AND DAD 
WILL TRY TO 

DECIDE THINGS 
FOR ME. 

mmmn' 
\ |>v f V 

MhRh t Si 
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I JUST WANTED 
TO MAKE SURE 

THAT I HAD THE 
POWER... 

AT FIRST, IT 
I DIDN'T MATTER, 
j IT COULD HAVE 
\ BEEN COOKING OR 
\ GARDENING. 

/ / . 

£3 

MAYBE I 
WANTED TO 

KNOW... ...WITH MY 
OWN HANDS. 

...IF I COULD 
CREATE 

SOMETHING 
TANGIBLE... 

IT JUST SO 
HAPPENED 

THAT DRESS¬ 
MAKING SUITED 

ME BEST. 

...TO MAKE 

SOMETHING 

IF THERE 
COULD BE 

SOMETHING 
THAT WOULDN'T 

EXIST WITH- 

I WANTED. 

...TO CREATE 
SOMETHING. 

EVEN I, 
WHO HAVE 

A CHARISMA 
THAT WAFTS 

OF NOBLE 
REFINEMENT 

...HAVE TIMES 
WHEN I LOSE 
CONFIDENCE! 

...TO TRY 
MAKING 

SOMETHING. 

AND 
SO I HAD 

THIS UNCON¬ 
TROLLABLE 

ANYTHING. 
IT DIDN'T 
MATTER 
WHAT. 
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II '-'V 

HMM 
b‘V7‘j ipi 

ISN'T AS 

IF SOMEONE 
LIKE ME... THINK YOU 

...CAN HAVE 
SOMEONE 

WHO IS 
THERE FOR 

ME... 

...THEN 
SURELY A 
GOOD KID 

LIKE YOU... 

FINISHED. Is— 

.BY SOME¬ 
THING... 

...THAT 
WOULPN'T 

EXIST WITH- 
OUTME 

mm 

you 
ARE NOT 
A TOOL. WHAT OUR 

BUT WHAT'S PARENTS 
MOST IMPORTANT WILL SAY. 
REALLY IS YOUR 

FEELINGS. n. y 
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.YOU'RE A 
FOOL. 

HELLO, 
TORI-SAN!! 

YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO 

BELIEVE WHAT 
YUKI JUST 
TOLD ME! 

REPORT EVERY 
LITTLE THING 

TO HATORI!! 

I HAVE 
EXPRESSED MY 

PURE VOW IN 
TANGIBLE FORM 

THAT AT LEAST I 
WILL ALWAYS BE 
THERE FOR YOU! 

THAT'S NO 
REASON TO 
EMBROIDER 

WEIRD THINGS 
ON PEOPLE'S 

CLOTHES! 

THERE ARE BUT 
THREE PEOPLE 
IN THE ENTIRE 

WORLD WHO CAN 
COMPLETE SUCH 
FINE EMBROIDERY 

IN SUCH A 
SHORT TIME! 

WHAT HAVE 
YOU DONE? 

OF COURSE, 
NUMBER ONE 

IS YOURS 
TRULY, WHO 

ALWAYS 
THINKS 
OF HIS / 

BROTHER!! 

Acme I 

YOU REALLY 
ARE QUICK TO 
ANGER, YUKI! 

IT'S JUST 
PART OF YOUR 

YOU'RE THE 
NUMBER ONE 
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YOU CANT SAY 
SOMETHING SO 
SERIOUS AFTER 

ALL THAT 
LAUGHING! 

AS LONG AS 
I'M FEELING SO 

GENEROUS, SHALL 
I EMBROIDER 

SOMETHING FOR 
TOHRU-KUN AND 

KYONKICHI AS 
v WELL?! 

fy DOMTSBW 
I AM/THJM61 

< PONT COMB 
' NBAF MB'. POA/T 

IdoWf TOUCH MB!! 
\Asani if! 

THERE IS 
NO NEED TO 

HESITATE! I AM 
IN THE HIGHEST 
OF HIGH SPIRITS 

TODAY! 

AS 
YOU WISH, 

I SHALL 
EMBROIDER 
"I LIVE FOR 

KAGURA* 
FOR YOU! 

EMBROIDERY IS 
OVERFLOWING 

WITH YOUR 
BROTHER'S 

LOVE, SO TAKE 
GOOD CARE 

OF IT. 

.60 ON LIVING 
WITHOUT 

REALIZING... 

...THATYUK! 
REALLY IS 

A GOOPKIP. 

IT'S SUCH A 
WASTE. OUR 

' PARENTS... 

IT'S MY 
PLEDGE! 

is tHis?! 
THiS 

embroiDery'f 
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EM 
nSi! 

remove your 
aotning at 

once! FOR TOHRU- 
KUN, I SHALL 
EMBROIDER, 
*1 LIVE FOR 

ANYMORE. 
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EVERYONE! 
LET THE FUN 

ENJOY 
YOUR SUMMER 
BREAK TO THE 

FULLEST. 

SUMMER 

l;LL PLAY!! 
I'LL EAT, I'LL 
SLEEP, I'LL 

DO MY PART- 
TIME JOB! 

I FEEL SO 
GOOD I COULD 
SMASH A CAR! 

UURAAHH!! 
I WON'T GIVE A 
DAMN ABOUT 

STUDYING!! 

THAT'S...! 

IT'S GREAT ;f I 
TO BE ON j 

VACATION! / 

ARISA... 
WILL YOU 

CALM 
DOWN A 
LITTLE? 

YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO BE 
"ADULTS"... ...BUT BE 

SOMEONE WHO 
CAN TAKE 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THEIR OWN 

WORDS AND 
ACTIONS. 

THE SERMON 
FROM YOUR 
TEACHER... 

BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT, THAT'S 
ACTUALLY 

HARDER. 

VLSPE BLAH BLAH BLAH 5 

M/A/'/e I drew Kyo saying, "M/Ay are you so scarec 

thinking, "M/Ay aren’t you scared?” Haunted hout 

ally scaryl They’re no good. 1 can’t stand U 

768 
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50 YOU DIDN'T 
WANT TO TAKE 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CLASSES IN A CLASS¬ 

ROOM WITH NO AIR- 
CONDITIONING IN THIS 

DAMN HEAT? 

EXACTLY. "Sakura \/JarS 

3” was fun. (Is 

il^fs a late topic 

too?) I was 

obsessed with 

Brica. She’s so 

cute with her 

good morning 

dance! Paris is 
qreat too. The 

Sakura” series 

LAST 
YEAR WAS 
TERRIBLE... 

mini-games; 

this time there 

were lots of 

hard ones, 
and the 

hardest one 

was Brica s. 
(Of all 

things...) It 

THAT'S 
YOUR 

REASON?! 

if I could be 

better at mini 

games and 

other action 

S-SO YOU'RE 
SAYING YOU 

COULD HAVE 
PASSED YOUR 

TESTS ALL 
ALONG?! 

IF THAT'S THE 
CASE, WHY NOT 

JUST WORK 
HARD LIKE YOU 
DID THIS TIME? 

don’t know.) 

...I HAVE 
THOUGHT 

ABOUT 
THAT... 

ALTHOUGH 
I CAN UNDER¬ 
STAND YOUR 
EXCITEMENT 

ABOUT SUMMER 
VACATION... 

JIMA-SAN... 
Y-YOU'RE 
LEAVING 

ALREADY? 

COURSE. / HANAJIMA- 
/ SAN! THE 

/ SCHEDULE 
4 FOR SUPPLE- 

t MENTARY 
* LESSONS IS 

jfc POSTED IN 
W*£''THE HALL! 

SEEING YOU, 
I CAN'T HELP 

BUT COOL 

I DID NOT GET 
A SINGLE RED 

MARK. 
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iH | . 

THE END OF 
THE DAY, I 

REALIZED... 

HOW AMI 
SIMPLE?! WHAT AN 

INSULT. BEING 
CALLED SIMPLE 

BY A TRUE 
SIMPLETON... 

YOU DON'T 
THINK OF 

YOURSELF 
AS SIMPLE? 
I'M SHOCKED. 

OH, HONDA- 
SAN. SHIGURE 

SAYS HE'S 
NOT GOING 

TO BE HOME 
TONIGHT. 

POA/T 
16MORB 

FIGURE OUT 
THAT TAKING 

EVERY CHANCE 
FOR A FIGHT IS 
WHAT MAKES 
YOU SIMPLE, 
STUPID CAT. 

OF SUMMER 
VACATION... 

DON'T RUN 
AWAV AFTER 

PICKING A 
FIGHT DAMN 

RAT! 

UH, UH, 
um, weu,, 
tet’s see!! 
WH-WHat 

should we 
Have for 
Dinner?! 

... IS VERY 
EXCITING, 
ISN'T IT?! SHOUGAYAKr 

YOU REALLY 
ARE SIMPLE. 

I *5hougayak<: grilled pork wtfA ginger 
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WE'RE M 
SOAKED! 

WE'RE 
SOAKED!! * 

MOMOFB 
MBRcya 

5H0UGAVAKI 
IS GOOD FOR 

DEALING 
WITH 

SUMMER 

COOLING 
OFF, EH? TO ME 

IT'S JUST 
LOOKS 

CREEPY. 

GOTCHA! 

I out under 
rtnkler. 

IT'S 
REFRESHING 
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MANSION 
IT'S A SECRET 
UNTIL WE GET 

THERE! IT REALLY 
DOES LOOK you too, 

YUKI. HURRY, 
HURRY! I WANT TO 

GO HOME... 
TO CELEBRATE 
THE START OF 

SUMMER BREAK, 
WE'LL ALL PLAY 

TOGETHER! 

YOU DON'T 
HAVE THE 

ENTHUSIASM 
OF YOUTH. 

THAT'S A J YOU 
DON'T 

EITHER! 

MATTER 
HOW YOU 
LOOK AT 

ONE OF MY 
CLASSMATES 

TOLD ME IT 
WAS FUN, YUP! 

LET'S ASK 
EVERYONE IF 
THEY WANT 

TO GO IN 
BEFORE WE 

GO IN. 

HOLD IT 
RIGHT THERE, 

SQUIRT. 

I'M SO 
EXCITED! 

BUT MOMIJI- 
KUN, WE'RE 

INSIDE A 
DEPARTMENT 
STORE. WHERE 

ARE WE...? 
HONDA- 

SAN...FOR 
EXAMPLE. 

/ ^ 

rffi fy yQ 1 y wL 

; A Jr) 
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I 
1 

-aM 

WHY ARE 
YOU 50 

SCARED? WHY 
INDEED. 

I'M MORE 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
ONE WHO'S 

BEEN 
LAUGHING 

THE ENTIRE 
TIME. 

WHY'S SHE 
HANGING UPSIDE 

DOWN? IS SHE 
EXERCISING? 

GO IN. I'LL 
GO IN. I'LL 
CONQUER 

MY FEARS. 
I WILL HUMBLY 

PARTAKE OF YOUR 
ALLOWING ME 

TO CAREFULLY 

WELL, YES! BUT MY 
MOTHER ALWAYS TOLD 

ME THAT WE NEED 
TO FACE OUR FEARS, 
BECAUSE IF WE STAY 
AFRAID, THEN THOSE 
FEARS CAN RULE OUR 
LIVES, SO I MUSTN'T 
KEEP AVOIDING IT!! 

IT'S JUST 
PAPIER 
MACHE. 

IT'S OKAY IF 
YOU AVOID IT. 
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LAUGHTER 
WILL BLOW 

AWAY MY 
FEAR!! 

HONDA-SAN... 
YOU REALLY 

SHOULD KEEP 
YOUR EYES 

OPEN... 
SHE'S 

REALL Y 
PUSHING 

HERSELF.. 

THIS 
WAY, IT'S 
A LITTLE 

LESS 
SCARY. 

IF IT'S TOO 
MUCH, YOU 
CAN JUST 

LEAVE! HEYff 

HYAAAH!! 
I KNEW 
ITJ! 

I CAN'T GIVE 
UP NOW. I'VE 

COME TOO 

FAR! 

YOU'RE NOT 
GIVING UP 

YET?! EEK! 
WHAT'S 
THAT?! 

YOU'RE 
WHAT'S 

SCARING ME. 

I'M 
SCARED!! 

IF I WALK 
WITH 

MY EYES 
CLOSED...! 

THERE'S NO 
POINT IF THE 
SOUNDS ARE 

GOING TO 
SCARE YOU!! HONDA- 

SAN... 
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I AND YOUR 
\ VULGARITY. 

I’M NOT 
STUPIP OR 
VULGAR!! 

AMywAy, 
l CAN’T STAMP 

LOOKING AT 
you. way PONT 

you just 
LGAVG?! 

SHOULDN'T 
LET YOUR 

FIGHTING GET 
IN THE WAY 

OF HELPING A 
GIRL IN NEED. 

BUT IT'S 
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•V 

r,i'. 

IT WAS POURING 
RAIN THE NIGHT 

IT HAPPENED. 
SHE PULLED A 
SWEATER OVER 

HIM, ONE SHE HAD 
KNIT FOR HIM 

HERSELF. 

IF YOU'RE 
THAT 

SCARED... 

HER GENTLE 
HANDS... GENTLE 

VOICE... THE 
TEARS THAT 

WELLED UP IN 
HER EYES... ...WHY DON'T 

YOU CREATE 
YOUR OWN 
SETTINGS? EXAMPLE, 

THAT WAS THE 
LAST IMAGE 

HE HAS OF HIS 
MOTHER. 

THE NEXT 
MORNING, SHE WAS 

GONE. ALL THAT 
WAS LEFT WERE 

HIS DRUNKARD 
FATHER, A HUGE 
DEBT, AND THE 

SWEATER. 

REMEMBERED HIS 
MOTHER'S TEARS 

FROM THAT NIGHT, 
AND NEVER HELD 
IT AGAINST HER. 

AND 
SILENTLY, 

HE WORKED 

FATHER TO 
REPAY THE 

THE WHILE 
CLUTCHING 

THE SWEATER, 
FRAGRANT WITH 

HIS MOTHER'S 

m n wgKt 

K 
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AND 
THAT 

DAY HAS 
FINALLY 

COME. 

SHE'S HERE 
TODAY TO 

SEE HER LONG- 
LOST SON. 

RBALiy?! 

WHAT ARE 
YOU GUYS 

DOING? 

r°n°m 

THE HELL 
WERE YOU 
THINKING? 
HOW THE 
HELL ARE 
WE GOING 

TO EXPLAIN 

YES...VERY 
m TOUCHING. 

HIS MOTHER 
HAD HER 
REASONS 

FOR LEAVING 
THEIR HOME... ...BUT NOW, SHE 

HAS COME TO 
TELL HIM SHE 
REGRETS HER 

ACTIONS. 

LET'S HAVE THE 
MOTHER EXPLAIN 

THE REST. 
AND 

THEY LIVED 
HAPPILY EVER 
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AFTER ALL 
THAT, THEY 
COME OVER 

ME TOO, ME 
TOO! I WANT 
SOME MEAT, 

REIMBURSE 
YOU, BUT 

PLEASE DON'T 
SEPARATE 

THOSE TWO 
ANY MORE! 

I'VE NEVER 
HEARD SUCH 

A WONDERFUL 
STORY... 

P LEASE! 
THOSE TWO. 

HONDA-SAN... DID 
YOU OVERCOME 
YOUR FEAR OF 
THE HAUNTED 

HOUSE? 
I WAS SO \ 

TOUCHED! A SUMMER 
BREAK TO 

START! 

OH, PLEASE! 
DON'T TELL 

ME YOU GUYS 
BELIEVE 

HARU'S STUPID 
STORY?! 

FOR SOME 
REASON... 

THIS PLACE 
IS CRAWLING 
WITH IDIOTS!! 

THIS IS THE 
MOST EXCITED 

I'VE EVER BEEN.. 

THAT 
GUY'LL 

LAUGH AT 

/ 

WE'LL 
HAVE TO 

REALLY... 

HAVE YOUR 
PARENTS 

REIMBURSE 
THE YOUNG US. 

PEOPLE 
THESE DAYS... 



AFTER ALL 
THAT, THEY 
COME OVER 

ME TOO, ME 
TOO! I WANT 
SOME MEAT, 

REIMBURSE 
YOU, BUT 

PLEASE DON'T 
SEPARATE 

THOSE TWO 
ANY MORE! 

I'VE NEVER 
HEARD SUCH 

A WONDERFUL 
STORY... 

P LEASE! 
THOSE TWO. 

HONDA-SAN... DID 
YOU OVERCOME 
YOUR FEAR OF 
THE HAUNTED 

HOUSE? 
I WAS SO \ 

TOUCHED! A SUMMER 
BREAK TO 

START! 

OH, PLEASE! 
DON'T TELL 

ME YOU GUYS 
BELIEVE 

HARU'S STUPID 
STORY?! 

FOR SOME 
REASON... 

THIS PLACE 
IS CRAWLING 
WITH IDIOTS!! 

THIS IS THE 
MOST EXCITED 

I'VE EVER BEEN.. 

THAT 
GUY'LL 

LAUGH AT 

/ 

WE'LL 
HAVE TO 

REALLY... 

HAVE YOUR 
PARENTS 

REIMBURSE 
THE YOUNG US. 

PEOPLE 
THESE DAYS... 



FEELING.. 

I'M SO 
EXCITED! 

OFFICIAL. 

SUMMER , BREAK IS 

\ POES 
SUMMER... 

..PO THAT TO 
PEOPLE? 
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\p 

plte 

THEY'RE 
HAPPY TO 

BE RID OF Y- 

IT WON'T 
BE EASY... 

IF YOU HADN'T 
SNUCK OUT SO 

OFTEN, YOU 
COULD HAVE 
LEFT SOONER, 

THOUGH. 
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Next time in 

Sizzlin’ Summer lovin’... 

Finally—summer has arrived! While Tohru struggles through bipolar 

days of hope and anxiety, what will happen when Yuki comes face-to- 
face with the new member of the student council?! And.. .is Uo-chan 
crazy in love?! Who’s that she’s hanging out with?! Plus, Hana-chan’s 
past is finally disclosed in a bonus feature! Come join the party in the 

9th volume of the super-popular Fruits Basket! 

Fruits Basket Volume 9 
Available June 2005 
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\ear of the Dragon: Hot Headed Year of the Ox: Beast of Burden 

Dragon 
Years*: 1940,1952,1964,1976.1988,2000, 
2012,2024,2036 
Qualities: Intelligent, Enthusiastic, 
Softhearted, Lucky, Imaginative 
Grievances: Bossy, Loud, Flamboyant 
Suitable dbbs: Polictician, Priest, Artist, 
Film Director 
Compattbte With: Rat, Snake, Monkey, Rooster 
Must Avoid: Dog, Sheep 
Rjdtflg Hours: 7 AM to 9 AM 
Benson: Spring 
Riding Month: April 
%n Direction: East-Southeast 
Fixed Element: Wood 

Yean*: 1937,1949,19611973,1985,1997, 
2009,20212033 
Qualities: Inspiring, Conservative, Steadfast, 
Dependable, Eloquent 
Grievances: Methodical, Stubborn, Eccentric, 
Fierce Temper 
tattaHe Ms: Surgeon, General, Hairdresser, 
Investment Banker 
Compatible With: Snakes, Roosters and Rais- 
Most Avoid: Sheep 

Rulbg Hours: 1 AM to 3 AM 
Season: Winter 
Ruling Month: January 
%n Direction: North-Northwest 
Fhed Element: Water 

CorrespondingYfestem%n: Capricorn However, success is not necessarily a needed 
outcome as the very experience of trying 
is reward enough for a Dragon. Naturally 
softhearted. Dragons should be careful to not let 
themselves become too vulnerable by being too 
trusting of others. 

Women born in this year are noble without 
exception and never submit to pressure when 
they have the chance to outshine another 
individual-espeeially men. Females tend to be 
quite practical in their clothing choices as they 
hate being restricted-meaning they shy away 
from tight and flashy and go for loose and 
comfortable. Love for a Dragon comes from the 
very bottom of their heart and is the kind that is 
sincere and the truest of trues. 

Men born in this year are highly impressionable 
and any scrap of unhappiness tends to leave last¬ 
ing marks on their personality-especially where 
girls are concerned. Put an Ox up against a lady 
and they turn to mush, literally, on the spot-a 
stark contrast to their brash stubbornness to 
be sure. 

During the great race, the eunning Rat hitched 
a ride atop the Ox’s head and Jumped across 
the finish line at the last moment. To sty the 
Ox was angry would have been the under¬ 
statement of a lifetime. Oxen are unyieldingly 
stubborn and hate feeling opposed. In feet, the 
only thing they hate more is failing. For these 
reasons, people born in the year of the Ox are 
natural born leaders and powerfully successful 
ones at that 

At first glance, the dragon is by far the most 
mysterious of all the animals of the Chinese 
Zodiac, and the one most up to interpretation as 
to what the dragon is. A Komodo Dragon might 
come to mind for a Westerner, but Fruits Basket 
takes a very Eastern view by having Hatori 
Sohma transform into a Sea Horse, literally 
“tatsu no otoshigo” or “dragons child,” showing 
a glimmer of the awe the creatures emit. 

For the Chinese, who proclaim themselves “Lung 
Tik Chuan Ren” or “Descendents of the Dragon,” 
these Dragons bring about good fortune and the 
year itself is a grandiose one full of ambition. 
This brave and energetic nature races ten-fold 
through the very core of anyone born under the 
Dragons banner. 

Dragons themselves are naturally healthy and 
loving individuals that are quite eccentric, 
but are easily excited and prone to stubborn 
outbursts. Dragons are pioneering individuals 
with their futures well thought out in advance. 

On the other hand, women tend to be serious, but 
also neat and punctual. Their cooking is to die 
for and they are very loving and motherly. Per¬ 
fectionists at heart, woman born in this year tiy 
to turn a deaf ear on flatten; as the knowledge 
of a job well done is more than thanks enough 
in their eyes. A good deed though, never goes 
unpaid with an Ox. While an Ox might seem like a scary person 

to go up against, they tend to be quiet very 
patient of others and highly trusted. Much like 
Hatsuharu, Ox (or Cows, ifyou prefer) have 
a certain yinyang type of duality to their 
personalities meaning they can be kind and 
calm at times and at others completely rude and 
arrogant. Nonetheless, they enjoy listening to 
others and usually take a friend or colleagues 
advice whenever given. Oxen are very orderly 
and strictly by-the-book when it comes to their 
jobs and chores. 

CWfte 
Neve Campbell 
Adam Garcia 
Whoopi Goldberg 
Andy Lau 
Heather Locklear 
Frankie Muniz 
Jack Osbourne 
%ourney Weaver 

SandraBuIlock 
Courteney Cox 
Shannon Elizabeth 
Colin Farrell 
Melissa Joan Hart 
Teri Hatcher 
Haky Joel Osment 
Reese Witherspoon 

* Note: It is important to know what day Chinese New Year’s was held on as that changes 
what Zodiac animal you are. Example: 1988 actually began on February 17 and anyone bom 
before that date is actually a Rabbit. 

♦Note: It is important to know what day Chinese New Year’s was held on as that changes 
what Zodiac animal you are. Example: 1985 actually began on February 20 and anyone bom 
before that date is actually a Rat. 
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